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SPURGEON  ON  SUNDAY  LAWS. 

I  am  asnamed  01  some  Christians  because  they  nave  so  mucn 
dependence  on  Parliament  and  tne  law  oi  the  land.  Mucn  good  may 
Parliament  ever  do  to  true  religion,  except  by  mistake.  As  to  getting 
tne  law  01  the  land  to  touch  our  religion,  we  earnestly  cry  '  Hands  ofi, 
leave  us  alone  !  1  our   Sunday    bills   and  all   other  forms  ot   Act-oi- 

Parhament  religion  seem  to  me  to  be  all  wrong.  Give  us  a  fair  feld 
and  no  favor,  and  our  faith  has  no  cause  to  fear.  Christ  wants  no  help 
from  Caesar.  Let  our  members  of  Parliament  repent  of  the  bribery 
and  corruption  so  rife  in  their  own  midst  before  they  set  up  to  be  pro- 
tectors of  the  religion  of  our  Lord  Jesus.  I  should  be  afraid  to  borrow 
help  from  Government ;  it  would  look  to  me  as  if  I  rested  on  an  arm 
of  flesh,  instead  ot  depending  on  the  living  God.  Let  the  Lord  s  Day 
be  respected  by  all  means,  and  may  the  day  soon  come  when  every 
shop  shall  be  closed  on  the  Sabbath,  but  let  it  be  by  the  force  of 
conviction,  and  not  by  the  force  oi  the  policeman  ;  let  true  religion 
triumph  by  the  power  of  God  in  men  s  hearts,  and  not  by  the  power 
01  fines  and  punishments. 


THE   MORAL  EXCEPTIONS. 


-:o:- 


BV    AUSTIN    BIERBOWER. 


There  is  a  theoretical  code  of  morals  and  a  working-  one. 
The  gfeneral  principles  which  are  accepted  by  all  are  not 
practised  by  anv.  Thev  require  one  to  be  too  good,  if,  in- 
deed, it  is  g-ood  to  neg-lect  our  interests  for  general  rules.  The 
variety  of  men's  circumstances  makes  gfeneralizations  for  their 
conduct  impracticable.  All  say  we  should  not  lie,  and  yet  all 
lie.      Uniform   truthfulness  is    not   thoug-ht   best  in   practical 
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life.  Tiiere  arc  social  lies,  lies  to  protect  reputation,  lies  to 
conceal  military  plans,  and  other  lies  in  which  people  indulge 
with  general  approval.  Men  are  incapable  of  livings  up  to  the 
standard  of  strict  truthfulness  which  they  so  easily  profess. 
A  general  violation  of  the  Decalogue  prevails  and  of  all  other 
moral  standards  by  people  who  approve  them  and  profess  to 
adopt  them.  While  one  is  willing  that  all  others  be  truthful, 
he  does  not  mean  to  be  so  himself  ;  and  when  one  is  generally 
truthful  he  does  not  mean  to  be  always  so.  The  exceptions 
he  reserves  for  his  special  requirements. 

Morality  cannot  be  formulated  in  universal  rules.  Modifi- 
cations are  needed  to  render  all  rules  serviceable.  Our  ethical 
principles  need  reforming.  Among  men's  rights  is  the  right 
to  lie,  and  to  do  so  without  compromising  their  virtue.  Virtue 
itself  may  include  some  lying.  The  truthful  man  is  not  always 
truthful,  and  one  doing  right  must  sometimes  lie  to  do  so. 
Goodness  is  maintained  by  occasional  badness. 

This  is  true  of  all  vices.  We  think  it  wrong"  to  kill  ;  yet  in 
formulating-  a  principle  ag^ainst  killing  we  make  many  excep- 
tions. In  self-defence,  in  punishing  crime  and  in  vrar  we  pro- 
vide for  violations.  The  universal  rule  is  modified  to  be  made 
practicable.  No  general  principles  of  morality  are  quite 
adequate  for  ordinary  purposes.  The  law  of  morality  includes 
both  the  rule  and  the  exception.  While  it  forbids  killing  it 
requires  it  in  rare  cases  ;  and  it  is  important  to  observe  these 
cases  as  well  as  the  general  law.  We  cannot  set  out  any 
principle  which  will  always  apply.  Whatever  is  adopted  must 
be  occasionally  violated  in  the  interest  of  UKirality  itself. 
People  take  goodness  in  their  own  hands  and  fix  for  themselves 
its  limits.  Always  to  observe  the  same  rules  is  to  injure  one's 
self  and  others,  which  itself  is  immoral.  Goodness  requires 
judgment  in  being  g^ood  ;  and  the  Ten  Commandments  must 
be  applied  with  moderation. 

The  rules  of  purity,  likewise,  \\hlch  all  adopt,  are  relaxed 
b\'  all  In  their  application.  Men  are  not  always  good  In  those 
things  In  which  they  are  generalh-  good.  Nor  do  they  think 
themselves  bad,  or  lose  self-respect,  because  they  are  not  in- 
variably pure  ;  or,  rather,  they  think  themselves  substantially 
pure  if  the\-  are  measurably  so.  The  occasional  offender  against 
virtue  thinks  himself  virtuous.  As  long  as  some  are  much 
worse  than  he,  he  does  not  think  himself  very  bad. 

Since,  then,  men  live  lives  full  of  exceptions,  practising"  vices 
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when  having  most  virtues,  and  occasionally  indulg-ing  in  sins 
from  which  they  are  generally  free,  should  we  not  recog'nize 
and  prepare  for  this  partial  g-oodness  ?  By  professing^  the  im- 
possible, and  attempting-  it,  we  g-et  less  results  than  by  a  more 
practical  course.  Professing"  the  rule  in  public  and  indulg^ing- 
the  exceptions  on  the  sly,  the  better  class  are  vitiated  by  the 
inflexibility  of  their  principles,  and  become  hypocrites  instead 
of  purists.  Only  the  dissolute,  who  make  no  claim  to  virtue, 
novv'  admit  their  impurity,  and  so  are  sincere.  Professing-  no 
hig-her  moralitv  than  they  practise,  they  feel  no  shame  for  their 
life.  Those  who  patronize  g-aming-  tables  and  brothels  think 
their  life  natural  and  harmless.  Thev  do  not  think  the\-  are 
sinners,  thoug-h  thev  sometimes  sin.  Good  at  other  times  and 
in  other  respects,  they  possess  virtues  which  the  more  rigid 
seldom  have.  They  are  commonly  kind,  candid,  helpful, 
g"enerous  and  honest.  Thev  are  rarely  hypocritical  or  intole- 
rant. The}'  are  more  truthful  than  the  more  scrupulous,  not 
because  they  have  nothing- to  conceal,  but  because  they  do  not 
care  to  conceal  it.  Thev  exhibit  their  vices  along-  with  their 
virtues,  and  are  without  affectation.  Their  lives  are  not  in 
conflict  with  their  pretensions,  and  they  feel  no  contradiction 
betvvcen  their  conscience  and  their  conduct.  Their  view  of 
miorality  is  one  which  they  can  put  in  practice.  No  sense  of 
perpetual  wrong-  demoralizes  them.  Their  satisfaction  with 
their  moral  condition  is  itself  worth  something-,  even  thoug-h 
thev  are  not  rig-ht.  To  be  wrong  and  follow  conscience  is  not 
as  bad  as  to  be  wrong-  and  violate  it.  Practical  men  g-enerally 
make  a  compromise  between  dut}-  and  interest.  Believing- 
that  both  are  rig-ht,  and  that  both  cannot  be  observed,  they 
hold  that  to  compromise  is  the  best  they  can  do.  Many  who 
break  some  moral  rule,  or  occasionally  break  all,  thus  claim 
the  best  moral  results. 

The  g-ood,  as  well  as  those  who  pretend  to  no  goodness, 
should  recognize  the  morality  that  is  associated  with  immo- 
rality, or  with  the  occasional  departure  from  the  general 
ethical  rules.  The  exceptions  should  not  be  a  matter  of  pri- 
vacy only,  done  with  self-condemnation.  We  should  do  more 
for  the  morality  of  bad  men,  since  all  are  in  this  class  to  some 
extent.  Those  who  violate  the  virtues  should  not  be  made  a 
class  by  themselves,  to  be  stigmatized  as  sinners,  or  ostracized 
from  our  respect.  Many  of  them  are  generally  good.  Occa- 
sional lapses  should  not  put  one  on  the  wrong  side,  especially 
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when  the  good  are  sometimes  not  g"Ood,  or  not  very  good. 
The  hne  between  the  good  and  the  bad  is  too  sharply  drawn 
in  theory  when  it  is  hardly  seen  in  practice.  Most  good 
people  are  got  on  th3bad  side,  and  those  who  are  thought  good 
are  often  bad  enough  to  be  on  the  other  side.  This  comes 
from  not  adjusting"  the  standards  of  morality.  With  an  im- 
possible rule  we  must  all  be  bad  ;  and  the  good  must  have  a 
goodness  which  is  itself  partly  bad.  The  standard  should 
contain  a  place  for  violation,  and  recognize  a  goodness  that  is 
not  complete  goodness.  Men  may  be  good  notwithstanding 
they  are  bad  ;  or,  rather,  the  inevitable  departures  from  the 
moral  standard  should  not  be  held  decisive  of  character.  To 
be  good  in  general  ought  to  be  enough  ;  and  there  ought  to 
be  a  conception  of  goodness  which  acknowledges  this.  In- 
stead of  habitually  attempting  the  impossible,  we  should  have 
an  ideal  that  we  can  attain,  and  get  some  satisfaction  in  our 
goodness  instead  of  perpetual  disappointment. 


ANOTHER  PROFESSIONAL  PROPHET. 


BY    B.     F.     UNDERWOOD. 

A  PROPHET,  a  professional  prophet  in  New  York,  who 
issues  a  bulletin  every  year  and  who  declared  in  1906  that  the 
United  States  and  Japan  would  go  to  war  and  that  the  for- 
mer, victorious,  would  ride  the  high  seas,  peace  dictator  of  the 
world,  is  out,  now,  with  predictions  of  dire  disasters  for  1908. 
If  his  latest  prophecies  prove  true,  he  will  not  disturb  the 
minds  of  nervous  people  with  another  annual  bulletin,  for  his 
latest  forecast  includes  the  destruction  of  the  world.  He  an- 
nounces that  in  December  next  year,  when  the  people  are  in 
their  places  of  worship  "a  great  sign  will  appear  in  the  sky" 
and  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  the  world  will  come  to  an  end. 
Just  how  is  not  stated,  but  it  will  be  a  sudden  and  a  fearful 
termination  of  all  things  earthly.  Earlier  in  the  year  nations 
will  be  at  war,  the  great  mountains  of  the  world  will  tumble 
and  fall  and  the  rivers  will  dry  up.  Boston  will  sink  into  the 
sea  and  New  York  will  be  burned.  There  will  be  "Teat  finan- 
cial  distress  and  Uncle  Sam's  treasury  will  be  empty. 

All    these  events  are  foreseen   by  the  New  York  seer  whose 
business  it  is  to  peer  into  the  future  and  to  announce  to  an  ig- 
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norant  and  heedless  world  the  terrible  calamities  and  catastro- 
phes to  which  it  is  doomed. 

As  is  usual  when  such  predictions  are  announced,  it  is  said 
ihat  some  of  this  author's  previous  predictions  have  been  "quite 
remarkable,  '  the  inference  being'  that  having"  made  prophecies 
hitherto  which  have  been  fulfilled,  those  now  published  are 
entitled  to  serious  consideration. 

Such  predictions  would  be  quite  harmless  if  there  were  not 
many  people  steeped  to  the  eyelids  in  credulity  and  supersti- 
tion, ready  to  believe,  to  an  extent  sufficient  to  excite  appre- 
hension, the  statements  of  anybody  who  makes  claim  to  inspired 
or  superhuman  knowledg'e  or  occult  sources  of  information  re- 
g^arding"  thing's  human  or  divine. 

Those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  methods  of  science, 
v.-ho  recog^nize  law  and  causation  in  the  natural  world,  with 
the  necessary  limitations  of  the  human  mind,  and  vs'ho  have 
some  knowdedg'e  of  the  history  of  prophesying  and  fortune- 
telling-,  are  not  troubled  with  such  silly  proclamations  as  the 
one  just  issued  by  the  New  York  humbug-.  Such  persons  know 
that  predictions  in  reg-ard  to  the  future,  to  be  of  any  value, 
must  be  founded  upon  knowledge  of  the  past,  acquaintance 
with  the  operations  of  nature  and  familiarity  with  the  sequent 
order  of  phenomena. 

A  man  of  science  attempts  to  predict  the  future  only  when 
he  has  data  upon  which  to  base  his  calculations.  When  a 
"prophet"  of  the  type  mentioned  in  this  article  makes  predic- 
tions about  the  future,  the  predictions  will  always  reveal  their 
author's  ignorance  in  proportion  to  their  definiteness,  parti- 
cularity and  the  circumstantialit}  of  the  events  predicted.  This 
has  always  been  the  case  with  astrologers,  fortune-tellers,  sooth- 
sayers, and  all  pretenders  of  this  kind.  They  are  safe  only  when 
their  past  predictions  are  not  remembered  and  carefulh-  scru- 
tinized. 

Intelligent  persons  in  this  age  ought  to  be  ashamed  to  be 
imposed  upon  by  ignorant  prophets  of  the  end  of  the  world, 
or  of  other  disasters,  who  have  no  other  foundations  for  their 
predictions  than  egotism,  conceit  and  a  disordered  imagina- 
tion. These  predictions  and  the  state  of  mind  receptive  of  them 
are  "survivals"  from  ag-es  in  which  superstition  passed  for 
knowledge  and  men  did  not  distinguish  between  fact  and  fancy, 
argument  and   assertion,    demonstration   and   dogmatism. 
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CHRISTIAN   HONESTY  — AND  LOGIC. 

BY    G.     \V.     1-OOTE,     IN"     LOXDON'      "FREETHINKER." 

Herder,  the  great  German  historian,  said  that  Christian 
v^eracit}' deserved  to  rank  with  Punic  faith.  This  was  the  lesson 
he  derived  from  a  study  of  ecclesiastical  history  and  religious 
controversy.  The  phrase  was  a  fine  one,  and  it  stuck.  But 
what  a  pity  it  \vas  that  a  companion  phrase  was  not  designed 
to  express  the  value  of  Christian  logic. 

No  one  should  be  surprised  that  dishonesty  and  stupidity  go 
together.  Tnere  is  a  common  impression  that  rogues  are  very 
clever,  but  this  is  a  g'reat  mistake.  Rogues  are  sometimes 
clever  in  a  certain  sense,  but  tlieir  cleverness  is  generally 
nothing  but  cunning.  The  brains  that  goto  the  making-  of  a 
big  promoter  of  shad)'  companies — say  a  Whitaker  Wright — 
are  nothing  to  the  brains  that  go  to  the  making-  of  a  great 
scientist  like  Darwin,  or  a  great  engineer  like  Baker,  who 
built  tlie  Forth  Bridge  and  dammed  the  Nile. 

The  dishonesty  of  the  Christian  clergy,  and  the  stupidity 
of  their  arguments,  will  astonish  no  student  of  history  or  o( 
human  nature.  Clearness  of  intellect  is  an  indispensable  ele- 
ment of  moral  elevation.  A  certain  veriditv  of  mind  is  neces- 
sar\'  to  probity  of  character.  Those  who  are  in  a  mental 
muddle  are  very  likely  to  be  in  a  moral  muddle.  The  men 
and  women  who  are  kind  and  helpful  to  those  around  them 
(not  professionally,  or  ostentatiously,  but  in  the  common  course 
of  life),  and  whom  others  instinctively  rel\'  upon  in  emergen- 
cies and  trials,  are  prett\'  sure  to  be  persons  of  superior  intel- 
lectual power.  I'he)'  may  be  educated  or  uneducated — that  is 
an  accident,  but  they  perceive  and  reflect  instead  of  moving 
in  mist  and  uncertainty.  One  of  the  highest  virtues  is  well 
called  consideration  ;  consideration  for  others  is  the  essence  of 
humanity  ;  and  the  very  word  implies  tliottght  as  weh  as 
feeling. 

Freethinkers  are  frequentl)-  struck  by  the  fact  that  Christian 
controversialists  are  unable  to  see  the  real  points  of  an  argu- 
ment. They  often  assume  that  these  people  are  simply  dodg-ing 
the  issue,  but  the  truth  is  that  they  are  g-enerally  quite  incapable 
of  seeing  it.  Christian  leaders,  of  course,  are  sometimes 
deliberately  dishonest  ;  either  for  business  reasons  or  out  of 
professional  pride. 
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These  reflections  area  natural  introduction  to  what  we  liave 
to  say  this  week  on  the  alleged  conversion  of  John  Stuart  Mill. 
We  dealt  last  week,  in  "Acid  Drops,"  with  the  Bishop  of 
Durham's  extraordinary  statement  that  Mill  "died  a  believer," 
and  the  still  more  extraordinar\'  "authority"  he  alleged.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  the  Bishop,  being  challenged,  gave  the 
name  of  the  late  Dr.  Gurney,  who  attended  Mill  in  his  last 
illness,  and  added  :  "  Intimate  friends  ofmvfamilv  then  resi- 
dent  there  were  told  by  him  when  Mill  had  passed  away  that, 
in  his  full  conviction,  Mill  died  a  believer."  This  is  publicly 
said  for  the  first  time  thirty-four  years  after  the  event!  The 
Bishop  did  not  know  Dr.  Gurney.  The  statement  is  that  Dr. 
Gurney  told  certain  persons,  who  told  certain  members  of  the 
Bishop's  family,  who  told  the  Bishop,  who  tells  the  world. 
Roundabout  hearsay  like  this  is  advanced  as  decisive  evidence 
— after  a  lapse  of  thirtv-four  years,  when  all  the  links,  except 
the  Bishop  himself,  are  probably  dead  !  Reall}-  it  is  childish. 
Yet  the  Bishop  talks  solemnly,  people  listen  to  him  solemnly 
and  newspapers  report  him  solemnly.  The  whole  thing  shows 
the  solemn  ineptitude  that  Christianity  engenders — or  fosters 
if  it  does  not  produce. 

Even  a  comparatively  sober  paper  like  the  Christian  Worlds 
came  out  with  the  following  paragraph  : 

"  Readers  of  John  Stuart  Mill's  latest  essays  know  how  singularly  his 
mind  had  mellowed  in  the  Christian  sense  from  the  crude,  cold  scepticism 
in  which  he  had  been  broug-ht  up  from  infancy.  It  was  obvious  from  his 
own  words  that  he  was  '  not  far  from  the  King-dom  of  God.'  The  Bishop 
of  Durham  has  recently  stated  that  he  knew  on  private  authority,  that  Mill 
died  a  Christian  believer.  Pressed  for  his  authority  for  this  statement,  Dr. 
Moule  explains  that  the  late  Dr.  Gurney,  of  Nice,  who  attended  Mil!  in 
his  last  illness,  was  the  source  of  his  informattion.  Dr.  Gurney,  who  was 
thoroughly  trustworthy,  was  convinced  that  Mill  died  a  believer,  and  said  so 
at  the  time  to  intimate  friends  of  Dr.  Moule's  family  then  resident  in  Nice. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  John  Stuart  Mill  was  of  a  beautifully  Christian 
spirit,  and  that  is  surely  the  main  thing — and  it  is  more  than  possible  that 
increasing  light  came  to  his  mind  in  his  last  days.  That  is  the  most  that 
can  fairly  be  said,  for  it  is  hardly  wise — on  what,  after  all,  is  mere  hearsay 
evidence — to  imply  that  Mill  came  rovmd  to  the  'orthodox'  position." 

We  pass  over  the  cant  about  mcUoiving,  and  crude,  cold 
scepticism,  and  beautifully  Christian  spirit.  This  is  onl\'  the 
ordinary  assumption    of  the  Christites  of  their  immeasurable 
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superiority  to  non-Christians;  an  assumption  which  is  refuted 
by  criminal  statistics  as  well  as  by  common  experience.  Our 
point  is,  that  the  Christian  Worlds  while  clearly  perceiving  that 
Dr.  Moule's  "evidence"  is  "mere  hearsay,"  does  its  best,  by 
insinuation  and  innuendo,  to  give  it  a  fictitious  importance. 
The  Bishop  is  mildly  reproved,  and  then  invited  in  to  tea — 
with  his  convert. 

The  Christian  f'Ficr/^i' appears  to  be  aware  that  Mill  did  not 
"come  round  to  the  orthodox  position."  The  idea  that  he  did 
so  is  perfectly  absurd  to  those  acquainted  with  the  facts.  Dr. 
Gurney  may  be  dismissed.  He  said  not  a  word  about  anv 
change  of  opinion  in  the  account  he  wrote  of  Mill's  last  hours, 
which  was  published  in  the  Daily  Ncivs  of  May  12,  1S73. 
Mill's  step-daughter,  Miss  Helen  Taylor,  who  was  with  him 
at  his  death,  published  the  manuscripts  of  his  "Autobio- 
graphy" and  the  "  Three  Essays  on  Religion"  without 
suggesting  that  they  did  not  represent  his  hnal  views  ;  and 
we  have  Mill's  .word  for  it  that  she  was  his  intellectual  help- 
mate after  the  death  oi  her  mother.  Now  the  "Autobio- 
graphy" (p.  239)  contains  this  striking-  passage: 

"  I  am  now  convinced,  that  no  great  imi  rovements  in  the  lot  of  mankind 
are  possible  until  a  great  chang-e  takes  place  in  the  fundamental  consti- 
tution of  their  modes  of  thoug-ht.  The  old  opinions  in  relig'ion,  morals, 
and  politics,  are  so  much  discredited  in  the  more  intellectual  minds  as  to 
have  lost  the  g-reater  part  of  their  efficacy  for  good,  while  they  have  still 
life  enoug'h  in  them  to  be  a  powerful  obstacle  to  the  g'rowing'  up  of  any 
better  opinions  on  those  subjects.  When  the  philosophic  minds  of  the  world 
can  no  longer  believe  its  religion,  or  can  only  believe  it  with  modifications 
amounting  to  an  essential  change  of  its  character,  a  transitional  period 
commences,  of  weak  convictions,  paralyzed  intellects,  and  growing  laxity 
of  principle,  which  cannot  terminate  until  a  renovation  has  been  effected 
in  the  basis  of  their  belief,  leading  to  the  evolution  of  some  faith,  whether 
religious  or  merely  human,  which  they  can  really  believe  :  and  when  things 
are  in  this  state,  all  thinking  or  writing  which  does  not  tend  to  promote 
such  a  renovation  is  of  very  little    value  beyond  the  moment." 

Anyone  who  could  read  that  passage,  and  then  listen  to 
chatter  about  Mill's  dying  a  believer,   is  past  prayingfor. 

We  will  now  take  the  testimony  of  Professor  Bain — Mill's 
old  friend  and  collaborator,  who  wrote  a  book  upon  him 
in   1882  : 
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"  We  may  call  his  aspirations  and  hopes  for  a  brii^ht  future  to  the  race, 
a  relig^ion  of  humanity.  To  hold  up  an  ideal  that  involves  no  contradic- 
tions to  our  knowledge,  to  inspire  and  elate  the  mind,  oppressed  by  the 
dulness  and  hardships  of  the  present  life, — will  be  accepted  by  many  as 
comfort  of  the  spiritual  kind,  the  real  analogue  of  relig"ion.  And  something- 
of  this  effect  is  undoubtedly  produced  by  Mill's  later  writing.  With  all 
this,  however,  the  fact  remains,  that  in  everything  characteristic  of  the 
creed  of  Christendom,  he  was  a  thorough-going  negationist.  He  admitted 
neither  its  truth  nor  it:>   utility." 

We  are  not  discussing,  mark,  whether  Mill  had  any  lean- 
ings towards  a  modified  Theism.  Dr.  Moule  says  he  died 
*'a  believer" — and  unless  he  means  a  believer  in  Christianity 
he  is  only  juggling  with  words.  Professor  Bain  says  that  he 
admitted  neither  the  truth  nor  the  utility  of  Christianity. 
Dr.  Moule  had  no  knowledge  of  Mill  ;  Professor  Bain  knew 
him  intimately.  Which  is  likelv  to  be  right?  We  leave  sen- 
sible and  candid  persons  to  answer  that  question  for  them- 
selves. 


MYSTICISM. 


BY    HEXRV    CHARLES    LEA,     LL.D. 
Extract  from  "J.  History  of  th^  Inquisition  of  Spain.'" 

The  belief  that,  by  prolonged  meditation  and  abstraction  from 
the  phenomenal  world,  the  soul  can  elevate  itself  to  the  Creator, 
and  can  even  attain  union  with  the  Godhead,  has  existed  from 
the  earliest  times  and  among  many  races.  Passing  through 
ecstasy  into  trance,  it  was  admitted  to  the  secrets  of  God,  it 
enjoyed  revelations  of  the  invisible  universe,  it  acquired  fore- 
knowledge and  wielded  supernatural  powers.  St.  Paul  gave 
to  these  beliefs  the  sanction  oi  his  own  experience  ;  Tertullian 
describes  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on  the  devotee  in 
manifestations  which  bear  a  curious  similitude  to  those  which 
we  shall  meet  in  Spain,  and  the  anchorites  of  the  Nitrian 
desert  were  adepts  of  the  same  kind  to  whom  all  the  secrets  of 
God  were  laid  bare.  These  supernal  joys  continued  to  be  the 
reward  of  those  who  earned  them  by  disciplining  the  flesh,^  and 
the  virtues  of  mental  prayer,  in  which  the  soul  lost  conscious- 
ness of  all  earthly  things,  were  taught  by  a  long  series  of 
doctors — Richard  of  St.  Victor,  Joachim  of  Flora,  St.  Bona- 
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Ventura,  John  Tau!er,  John  of  Rysbrook,  Henry  Suso,  Henn' 
Herp,  John  Gerson,  and  many  others.  If  Cardinal  Jacques  de 
Vitry  is  to  be  beHeved,  tiie  nuns  of  Lieg-e,  in  the  thirteenth 
century,  were  largcl}'  given  to  these  mystic  raptures  ;  of  one 
of  them  he  relates  tliat  she  often  had  twenty-five  ecstasies  a 
day,  while  others  passed  }  ears  in  bed,  dissolved  in  divine  love  ; 
and  Richard  Rolle,  the  Hermit  of  Hampole,  who  missed  his 
deserved  canonization,  was  fully  acquainted  with  the  super- 
liuman  delights  of  union  with  God.  These  spiritual  marvels 
are  reduced  to  the  commonplaces  of  psycholog"y  by  modern 
researches  into  hypnotism  and  auto-sugg-estion.  The  connec- 
tion is  well  illustrated  by  the  Umbiliarii,  the  pious  monks  of 
Mount  Athos,  who,  by  prolong-ed  contemplation  of  their 
navels,  found   their  souls   illuminated   with   light  from  above. 

Yet  there  were  dang-ers  in  the  pursuit  of  the  via  purgativa 
and  the  via  illuniinativa.  The  followers  of  Amaurv  of  Beve, 
who  came  to  be  popularly  known  in  Germany  as  Beg-ghards 
and  Begaiines,  invented  the  term  Illuminism  to  describe  the 
condition  of  the  soul  suffused  with  divine  lig'ht,  and  held  that 
any  one  thus  filled  with  the  Holy  Gho  st  vas  impeccable, 
irrespective  of  the  sins  which  he  might  commit  ;  he  was  simply 
following-  the  impulses  of  the  Spirit  which  can  do  no  sin. 
?vlaster  Eckhart,  the  founder  of  German  mysticism,  was  pro- 
secuted tor  sharing-  in  these  venturesome  speculations,  and,  if 
the  tvv'entN-eight  articles  condemned  by  Jolin  XXH.  were  cor- 
rectly drawn  from  his  writings,  he  admitted  the  common 
divinit)-  of  man  and  God  and  that,  in  the  sight  of  God,  sin 
and  virtue  are  the  same.  Zealots  too  there  were  who  taught 
the  pre-eminent  holiness  of  nudity  and,  in  imitation  of  the 
jollies  of  early  Christian  ascetics,  assumed  to  triumph  over  the 
lusts  of  the  flesh  by  exposing  themselves  to  the  crucial  temp- 
tation of  sleeping  \^ith  the  other  sex  and  indulging  in  lascivious 
acts.  The  condemnation,  b\'  the  Council  of  Vienne  in  131 2, 
of  the  tenets  of  the  so-called  Begghari.ls  respecting  impecca- 
bility was  carried  into  the  body  of  cawow  law,  and  thus  was 
rendered  familiar  to  jurists,  when  mxsticism  came  to  be  re- 
garded as  dangerous  and  was  subjected  to  the  Inquisition. 

That  it  should  eventually  be  so  reg'arded  was  inevitable. 
The  mystic,  who  considered  himself  to  be  communing  directly 
with  God  and  who  held  meditation  and  mental  prayer  to  be 
the  highest  of  religious  acts,  was  apt  to  feel  himself  released 
from  ecclesiastical'  precepts,  and    to    regard  with   indifference, 
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if  not  with  contempt,  the  observances  enjoined  by  the  Church 
as  essential  to  salvation.  If  the  inner  lig-ht  was  a  direct  inspi- 
ration from  God,  it  superseded  the  commands  of  the  Holy 
See,  and,  under  such  impulse,  private  judgment  was  to  be 
followed,  irrespective  of  what  the  Church  might  ordain.  In 
all  this  there  was  the  g-erm  of  a  rebellion  as  defiant  as  that  of 
Luther.  Justification  by  faith  might  not  be  taught,  but  jus- 
tification by  works  was  cast  aside  as  unworthy  of  the  trul\- 
spiritual  man.  The  new  Judaism,  decried  byErasmus,  which 
relied  on  external  observances,  was  a  hindrance  rather  than  a 
help  to  salvation.  Francisco  de  Ossuna,  the  teacher  of  Santa 
Teresa,  asserts  that  oral  prayer  is  a  positive  injury  to  those 
advanced  in  mental  prayer.  San  Juan  de  la  Cruz;  says  that 
church  observances,  images,  and  places  of  worship  are  merely 
for  the  uninstructed,  like  toys  that  amuse  children  ;  those  who 
are  advanced  must  liberate  themselves  from  these  thing-s  which 
only  distract  from  internal  contemplation.  San  Pedro  de 
Alcantara,  in  his  enumeration  of  the  nine  aids  to  devotion, 
sig-nificantly  omits  all  reference  to  the  observances  prescribed 
by  the  Church.  In  an  ecclesiastical  establishment,  which  had 
built  up  its  enormous  wealth  by  the  thrifty  exploitation  of  the 
text,  "Give  alms,  and  behold  all  things  are  clean  unto  you" 
(Luke  II  :  41),  Luis  de  Granada  dared  to  teach  that  the  most 
dangerous  temptation  in  the  spiritual  life  is  the  desire  to  do 
good  to  others,  for  a  man's  first  duty  is  to  himself.  Yet  these 
men  were  all  held  in  the  hig-hest  honor,  and  two  of  them 
earned  the  supreme  reward  of  canonization. 

There  was  in  this  a  certain  savor  of  Lutheranism,  but  it  was 
not  until  the  dang-er  of  the  latter  was  fully  appreciated  that  the 
Inquisition  woke  to  the  peril  lurking  in  a  system  which  released 
the  devotee  from  the  obligation  of  obedience  to  authority,  as 
in  the  Alumbrado  ox  Illuminated,  who  recognized  the  supre- 
macy of  the  internal  light,  and  the  Dejado  or  Ouietist,  who 
abandoned  himself  to  God  and  allowed  free  course  to  the  im- 
pulses suggesting  themselves  in  his  contemplative  abstraction, 
with  the  corollary  that  there  could  be  no  sin  in  what  emanated 
from  God.  The  real  significance  of  that  which  had  been 
current  in  the  Church  for  so  many  centuries  was  unnoticed 
until  Protestantism  presented  itself  as  a  threatening"  peril, 
when  the  two  were  classed  tog'ether,  or  rather  Protestantism 
was  regarded  as  the  development  of  mysticism.  In  the  letter 
of  September  9,   1558,  the  Inquisition  traced   the  origin  of  the 
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former  in  Spain  farther  back  than  to  Doctor  Egidio  and  Don 
Carlos  de  Seso  ;  the  heresies  of  which  Maestro  Juan  de  Oria 
(Ohnillos  ?)  was  accused  and  of  those  called  Aiumbrados  or 
Dejados  of  Guadalajaca  and  other  places,  were  the  seed  of 
these  Lutheran  heresies,  but  the  inquisitors  who  tried  those 
heretics  were  insufficiently  versed  in  Lutheranism  to  apply  the 
proper  vigor  of  repression.  It  is  necessary  to  bear  all  this  in 
mind  to  understand  the  varying-  attitude  of  the  Inquisition  in 
its  gradual  progress  towards  the  condemnation  of  all  mys- 
ticism. 

The  distinction  at  first  attempted  between  the  mysticism  that 
was  praisew^orthy  and  that  which  was  dangerous  was  compli- 
cated by  the  recognized  fact  that,  while  visions  and  revelations 
and  ecstasies  might  be  special  favors  from  God,  they  might 
also  be  the  work  of  demons,  and  there  was  no  test  that  could 
be  applied  to  differentiate  them.  The  Church  was  in  the  un- 
fortunate position  of  being  committed  to  the  belief  in  special 
manifestations  of  supernatural  power,  while  it  was  confessedly- 
unable  to  determine  whether  they  came  from  heaven  or  from 
hell.  This  had  long  been  recognized  as  one  of  the  most 
treacherous  pitfalls  in  the  perilous  paths  of  illumination  and 
union  with  God.  As  early  as  the  twelfth  century,  Richard  of 
St.  Victor  warns  his  disciples  to  beware  of  it,  and  Aquinas 
points  out  that  trances  may  come  from  God,  from  the  demon 
or  from  bodily  affections.  John  Geeson  wrote  a  special 
tractate  in  which  he  endeavored  to  frame  diagnostic  rules.  The 
Blessed  Juan  de  Avila  emphatically  admonishes  the  devout  to 
beware  of  such  deceptions,  but  he  fails  to  guide  them  in  dis- 
criminating between  demonic  illusions  and  the  effects  of  divine 
grace.  Arbiol  describes  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  sources  o( 
these  manifestations  as  the  greatest  danger  besetting  the  path 
of  perfection,  causing  the  ruin  of  innumerable  souls.  When, 
in  the  eighteenth  century,  mysticism  had  become  discredited. 
Dr.  Ansert  argues  that,  even  if  a  revelation  is  from  God,  there 
can  be  no  certainty  that  it  is  not  falsified  by  the  operation  of 
the  fancy  or  the  work  of  the  demon.  When  to  this  we  add 
the  facility  of  imposture,  by  which  a  livelihood  could  be  gained 
from  the  contributions  of  the  credulous,  we  can  appreciate  the 
difficulty  of  the  task  assumed  by  the  Inquisition,  in  a  land 
swarming  with  hysterics  of  both  sexes,  to  restrain  the  extrava- 
gance of  the  devout,  and  to  punish  the  frauds  of  impostors, 
without  interfering  with  the  ways  of  God  in  guiding  his  saints^ 
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It  is  merely  another  instance  of  the  failure  of  humanity  in  its 
efforts  to  interpret  t'le  Infinite. 

Apart  from  visions  an  J  revelations,  there  was  another 
feature  of  mysticism  whica  rendered  it  especially  dang'erous  to 
the  Church  an. I  odious  to  theolog^ians.  Though  the  mystic 
might  not  controvert  th::  received  doctrines  of  the  faith,  yet 
scholastic  theology,  on  which  they  were  founded,  was  to  him 
a  matter  of  careless  contempt.  Mystic  theology,  says  Osuma, 
is  higher  than  speculative  or  scholastic  theology  ;  it  needs  no 
labor  or  learning  or  study,  only  faith  and  love  and  the  grace 
of  God.  In  the  trial  of  Maria  Cazalla,  one  of  the  accusations 
was  that  she  and  her  brother  Bishop  Cazalla  ridiculed  Aquinas 
and  Scotus  and  the  whole  mass  of  scholastic  theolog\-.  When 
Geronimo  de  la  Madre  de  Dios  was  on  trial,  one  of  his  writings 
produced  in  evidence  v^as  a  comparison  between  mystic  and 
scholastic  theology,  to  the  great  disadvantage  of  the  latter. 
Its  learning",  he  says,  is  perfectly  compatible  with  vice  ;  its 
masters  preach  the  virtues  but  do  not  practise  them  ;  they 
wallow  in  the  sins  that  they  denounce;  they  are  Pharisees, 
and  this  is  so  g^eneral  a  pest  that  there  is  scarce  one  who  is 
not  infected  with  the  contagion. 


THIS   HALF^-FINISHED    HUMAN    RACE. 


BY    HERBERT    X.     CASSOX,     IX     "  ALTRURIA. 

Here  is  the  secret  of"  niany  mysteries — the  fact  that  the  human  race  is 
"under  the  head  of  unfinished  business."  Man  is  like  a  statue  half-cut 
from  the  marble.  He  is  half  art  and  half  raw  material.  His  body  is  an 
unsorted  heap  of  things  that  are  useful  and  things  that  are  out-grown,  and 
his  mind  is  a  medley  of  instinct  and  reason.  What  nature  did  for  man  and 
what  man  has  done  for  himself  have  been  equally  uiconplete  and  blunder- 
ing. The  fact  that  child-birth  is  painful  and  that  cancer,  in  its  first  stages, 
is  not — shows  how  stupidly  nature  can  arrange  some  of  her  laws.  The 
persistence  of  corns  on  booted  feet  proves  too  that  nature  can  be  absolutely 
asinine  in  some  respects. 

Is  not  every  human  body  half  a  machine  and  half  a  museum?  Part  of 
it  helps  and  part  of  it  hinders.  Some  organs,  like  the  nose,  are  improving; 
some,  like  the  toes  and  wisdom  teeth,  are  degenerating  ;  and  some,  like 
the  vermiform  appendix,  are  worse  than  worthless,  unless  nature  left  them 
in  as  a  special  fa\or  to  modern  surgeons. 
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So  with  the  brain.  In  spite  of  the  march  of  science  there  are  enough 
half-made  minds  in  the  United  States  to  make  Senator  Depevv  a  statesman 
and  Mrs.  Eddy  a  milHonaire.  Men  and  women  who  wear  clothes  and  live 
in  houses  can  be  seen  studying  "  New  Thought  "  and  "  Christian  Science,' 
and  without  any  sense  of  shame  apparently. 

In  spite  of  a  thousand  colleges  and  the  vast  knowledge  harvest  of  the 
centuries,  thousands  of  living  Americans  are  now  trying  to  cure  cancer  by 
talk,  and  to  check  consumption  by  conversation. 

And,  in  spite  of  the  long  battle  for  Democracy,  the  leaders  of  the  people 
are  still  those  who  can  fool  and  flatter  the  greatest  number. 

The  fact  is  that  we  have  not  yet  begun  to  scientifically  study  and  re- 
create ourselves.  No  one  has  spent  as  much  care  in  studying  human 
nature  as  Darwin  did  in  studying  earthworms.  Astronomy  we  know,  but 
gastronomy,  as  a  science,  is  unborn.  We  can  predict  an  eclipse,  but  not 
a  stomach-ache. 

Our  colleges  are  still  teaching  pre-digested  prejudice  under  the  name  of 
education.  We  have  no  professors  who  teach  courage,  presence  of  mind, 
self-control  or  good  citizenship.  We  have  a  Burbank  who  can  educate 
the  thorns  from  the  rose,  but  where  is  the  professor  who  can  pluck  greed 
and  self-conceit  from  the  human  bruin  ? 

There  are  so  many  people  in  the  world  who  make  a  living  by  the  sale  of 
ignorance,  that  the  real  progress  of  the  race  is  a  slow  process.  Burbank 
would  ne'er  have  gotten  the  thorns  off  his  roses  if  there  had  been  a  hun- 
dred thousand  men  who  made  a  living  by  keeping  the  thorns  on.  So  you 
will  find  back  of  every  immortal  prejudice  the  men  to  whom  that  prejudice 
is  a  means  of  support. 

Some  day,  let  us  hope,  the  human  race  will  be  finished  and  the  scaffold- 
ing taken  down.  In  those  days  we  shall  realize  that  life  is  a  little  know- 
ledge framed  in  mystery,  and  that  it  is  better  to  study  the  picture  than  the 
frame.  We  shall  know  how  glorious  it  is  to  find  out  how  and  why — to 
face  the  lightning  and  tame  it — to  train  out  of  ourselves  the  brutal  instincts 
and  slavish  thoughts — to  persevere  until  consciousness  is  no  longer  a 
jangle  of  conflicting  sounds,  but  a  harmonious  symphony. 


"PEACE  AND   GOODWILL    TO  MEN." 

And  there  seems  to  be  growing  up  all  over  our  country  a  love  of  fight- 
ing— more  battleships,  more  armored  cruisers,  more  torpedo  boats,  more 
great  guns,  more  military  training  in   our   schools. 

We  wonder  what  all  this  is  coming  to,  and  what  our  colleges  and  edu- 
cational institutions  and  Christian  churches  even  are  doing  to  hasten  the 
coming  of  "  peace  on  earth  "  and  (saying  nothing  of  the  lower  creatures), 
"  good  will  to  men." — Geo.   Angell    in  Oiir  Dumb  Animals. 
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A   NEW   PASSAGE   OF  THE  SCRIPTURES. 


-:o: 


The  following  article  is  reprinted  from  the  Toronto  Mail  and  Empire — 
a  paper  which  a  few  years  ago  devoted  hundreds  of  columns  to  the  dismal 
expositions  of  episcopalianism  supplied  to  it  by  the  late  Dr.  Langtry  and 
other  white-chokered  gentlemen.  At  that  time,  such  an  editorial  would  have 
raised  a  storm  that  might  have  wrecked  the  paper.  To-day,  it  passes  with 
hardlv  any  comment.     We  can  see  that  the  world  moves. 


What  purports   to  be  a  hitherto  missing-  portion  of  the  Gospel    according- 

to  St.  Mark  has  been   discov'ered    recently  in  the  manuscript   collection   of 

Mr.    Charles  L.    Freer,  a    noted  Eg-yptolog-ist  of  Detroit.      The  passag-e,   it 

must  be  confessed,  appears  to  add   little  to  the  value  of  Christ's  message, 

and  has  neither  the  purpose  nor  the  point  of  those  wonderful    saying's  in 

which  the  New  Testament  is  so  rich  ;   but  the  mere  claim  that  the  passag^e 

was  written  by  one  of  the  disciples  is  enoug-h  to  excite  world-wide  interest. 

Of  late  years  there  have  been  several  manuscript  discoveries  of  the  kind, 

and  Mr.  Freer  intimates  that  he  knows  where  he  is  likely  to  find  still  more. 

If  these  last  passages  are  authentic,   the   Bible's  claim   to  be  the    inspired 

Word  of  God   suffers  by  the  fact  that  other    writing's  are  equally  inspired. 

That  any  of  them  will  be  canonized  at  this  late  date  is,  however,  extremely 

unlikely. 

The  Old  Prophets. 

It  is  a  common  and  erroneous  idea  that  the  books  that  now  comprise 
the  canon  scriptures  were  in  the  nature  of  verbatim  reports  of  the  inci- 
dents and  saying's  they  record  ;  and  that  they  were  instantly  and  universally 
accepted  as  Holy  Scriptures.  Some  of  the  books  which  modern  Christians 
reg-ard  with  the  utmost  reverence  were  treated,  in  their  days,  with  scant 
respect.  Indeed,  the  old  prophets,  however  truly  they  may  have  written 
under  Divine  inspiration,  were  not  altogether  above  the  petty  weakness 
of  decrying  the  writings  of  each  other.  Jeremiah  thundered  against  false 
scribes,  and,  no  doubt,  some  of  the  "  false  scribes  "  were  the  authors  of 
some  of  the  books  in  the  Old  Testament.  There  was,  in  short,  a  very 
human  literary  struggle  for  immortality  going  on  for  hundreds  of  years, 
but  the  arbiters  were  not,  as  now,  the  people  who  read,  but  the  Jewish 
priests,  who  made  the  first  rough  discrimination  between  "holy"  books 
and  others.  But  of  the  others,  some  possessed  in  themselves  the  germs 
of  immortality,  and  are  preserved  to-day  in  the  Apocrypha. 

No  Early  Christian  Books. 

When  the  Christian  religion  began  there  were  no  Christian  books.  No 
standard  was  set  down  in  writing  by  Christ,  and  there  is  no  evidence  that 
He  interested  himself  at  all  in  the  preservation  of  His  teachings.  Indeed, 
not  one  word  that  we  now  accept  as  His  was  recorded  at  the  time  of  its 
utterance.     It  was  vears  afterward  that  some  of  those  who  had  known  Him 
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inlimatel}'  undertook  to  write  down  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  had  known 
Him  not  His  actions  and  sayini^s.  The  manuscripts  thus  prepared  years 
after  the  Resurrection  are  known  as  the  Gospels  of  Matthew,  Mark,  Luke 
and  John.  The  sui^g"estion  that  these  writings  were  particularly  inspired 
was  not  made  by  the  Apostles.  Later  on,  as  litt'.e  conijreg'ations  j^rew 
up,  it  became  necessary  for  the?  leaders  of  the  new  religion  to  ground  them 
in  the  faith,  and  so  Paul  and  Peter  wrote  letters.  Nor  were  these  epistles 
supposed  to  be  specially  inspired,  however  wise  and  noble  they  were.  The 
idea  of  inspiration  came  long-  afterwards. 

Canonization. 

These  letters  and  the  fragmentary  account  of  Christ's  life  were  scattered 
about  among  the  little  bands  of  believers.  So  they  remained  until  the 
death  of  the  writers  made  them  doubly  valuable.  Christian:!}' continued  to 
grow,  and  there  grew  up,  too,  differences  of  opinion  on  minor  points.  The 
need  for  a  system  of  Church  government  became  pressing,  and  naturally 
greater  importance  was  attached  to  the  writings  of  the  Apostles.  At  this 
stage  in  the  evolution  of  the  Scriptures,  by  common  consent  the  specific 
sayings  of  Christ  were  considered  holy,  and  the  rest  of  the  matter,  while 
valuable,  was  held  in  no  greater  reverence  than  is  good  poetry  now.  In 
a  couple  more  generations  whole  chapters  and  even  letters  had  come  to  be 
considered  holy  by  some  congregations,  while  chapters  not  so  regarded 
were  esteemed  as  sacred  by  others.  Symptoms  of  divisions  were  apparent 
and  it  became  necessary  for  the  many  little  flocks  to  make  an  effort  to 
agree,  if  they  were  to  make  headway  among  the  heathen. 

The  Massoritcs'  Influence. 

About  this  time  the  Massorites  were  at  work  re\  ising  the  Old  Testament 
and  supplying  with  vowels  a  literature  that  had  no  such  things.  For 
ex-uiiple,  as  a  writer  in  the  Detroit  Ncivx-Trlhiiu'^  reiuarks,  tlje;  were  find- 
ing JHVH  and  making  it  Jehovah.  This  activity  had  its  effect  upon  the 
Christians,  and  presently  the  movement  toward  canonization  was  in 
full  swing.  All  the  books  of  the  New  Testament  were  accepted  as  holy, 
except  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  the  Epistle  of  James,  the  Epistle  of 
Jude,  the  First  Epistle  of  Peter  and  the  book  of  Revelation.  It  took  a  hun- 
d.ed  years  of  grave  debate  to  decide  upon  their  admission,  but  finally  the}' 
were  accepted.  Since  then,  however,  James'  Epistle  has  been  criticized 
more  than  once.  Luther  called  it  an  "  h^pistle  of  straw  "  because  it  laid 
too  much  emphasis  upon  good  works,  and  seemed  to  be  indifferent  to 
shades  of  belief  and    metaphysics. 

The  Evolution  of  the  Bible. 

It  will  be  seen  therefore  that  the  Bible  has  not  come  to  US  directly  and 
miraculously  from  the  Hand  of  God,  like  the  commandments  to  Moses  ;  but 
that  it  has  been  evolved  like  Christianity  itself.  It  is  possible  that  there  are 
in  existence  writings  that  we  should  think  quite  as  holy  as  those  now  con- 
tained in  the  New  Testament.  That  of  all  the  tens  of  thousands  of  people 
who  heard  Christ  speak  only  seven,  and  they  years  after  His  death,  should 
have  written  about  Him  is  hard  to  understand. 
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SECULAR  THOUGHT  FOR  1908. 

As  will  be  noticed  from  our  adverti.sing-  columns,  we  have 
decided  to  reduce  the  subscription  rate  of  Secular  Thought 
to  $1  per  year.  This  is  a  course  that  has  been  in  contempla- 
tion for  some  few  years,  and  we  trust  that  many  friends  who 
have  found  the  late  high  price  somewhat  of  a  bar  to  securing- 
new  subscribers  will  now  "make  g^ood  "  under  the  new  order. 
We  confidently  expect  that  many  of  our  old  friends  will  con- 
tinue their  subscriptions  at  the  old  rate  ;  and  in  such  cases 
we  shall  be  happy  to  send  an  extra  copy  of  the  journal  to  any 
address  in  Canada. 

The  new  arrangement  will  involve  some  considerable  losb  oi 
revenue,  and  the  recent  increases  in  printers'  wag'es  and  new 
foreign  postal  rates  have  already  greatly  increased  our  outla)-. 
Under  these  circumstances,  we  appeal  to  those  friends  who 
have  hitherto  contributed  to  the  Sustaining  Fund  to  help  us 
to  carry  our  new  venture  to  a  successful  issue.  We  shall  do 
our  best  to  deserve  success  ;  we  hope  our  friends'will  make  up 
their  minds  to  secure  it.  It  should  be  their  business  as  much 
as  it  is  ours. 

We  trust  that  the  year  now  opening  will  prove  to  be  not 
only  a  happy  and  prosperous  one  for  all  of  us,  but  that  it  will 
mark  the  beginning  of  a  new  period  of  useful  Secular  activity. 
The  signs  are  patent  that  reasonable  men  are  beginning  to 
feel  disgust  at  the  mosquito-like  activity  of  the  paid  agents  of 
priestly  cunning  and  ignorance,  bigotry   and    tyranny.      This 
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is  a  time  that  should  be  taken  advantao-e  of  b,-  Freethinkers 
to  show  the  totally  unsubstantial  character  of  the  theological 
and  ecclesiastical  claims,  and  we  hope  the  revived  Toronto 
Secular  Society  will  be  efficiently  sustained  in  its  efforts.  No 
organization  can  be  carried  on  without  the  "sinews  of  war." 
The  Lord's  Day  Alliance  numbers  among  its  officials  the  late 
and  the  present  Premiers  of  Ontario,  the  latter  of  whom  has 
not  only  promised  to  aid  the  Alliance  in  every  possible  wav, 
but  has  given  many  thousands  of  dollars  to  pay  the  exorbitant 
charges  of  the  conscienceless  lawyers  who  do  its  dirty  work. 
Other  members  of  the  Government  are  also  Alliance  officials. 
It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  these  men  are  pious  Christians. 
Most  of  them  are  about  as  good  Christians  as  the  writer. 
But  they  are  in  lucrative  offices.  They  wish  to  stop  there,  and 
judge  that  the  best  way  to  do  so  is  to  enact  any  law  that  may 
be  demanded  by  the  party  that  makes  the  most  noise  and  con- 
trols the  most  votes.  That's  politics.  John  Morley  called  it 
*'  Canadian  statesmanship." 

When  Mr.  Hardy  was  in  office  a  big  deputation  of  preachers 
waited  upon  him  and  induced  him  to  promise  to  introduce 
stringent  Sabbatarian  legislation.  But  a  few  days  afterwards 
he  found  himself  in  a  dilemma  when  he  was  interviewed  bv 
a  much  larger  deputation  of  commercial  men — some  of  them 
contributors  to  the  election  fund,  of  course — and  Mr.  Hardy, 
in  the  true  spirit  of  a  Canadian  statesman,  found  that  he  had 
been  somewhat  premature  in  his  promises.  But  mildly  he 
chided  his  business  friends  for  their  slowness.  "  Had  I  known 
there  was  such  a  strong  feeling  on  the  matter,"  he  said,  "  I 
would  not  have  made  the  promise."  Like  other  politicians, 
however,  when  he  found  how  the  cat  jumped,  he  was  able  to 
make  excuses  for  his  breach  of  faith. 

Will  Secularists  stand  idle  while  their  liberties  are  bartered 
away  by  corrupt  politicians  to  tyrannical  priests  ?  Will  they 
be  dumb  when  a  business  man  is  arrested  and  fined  for  writing 
a  letter  in  his  own  office  on  Sunday  morning*  ?     Will  they  see 
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without  protest  thousands  of  their  hard-earned  dollars  g-iven 
to  a  mercenary  gfang  of  priests  and  lawyers  to  enable  them  to 
persecute  their  fellow-citizens  for  perfectly  harmless  actions? 
Will  thev  stand  aloof  in  the  idle  faith  that  at  lenpfth  thingfs 
will  get  so  bad  that  they  must  be  chang^ed  ?  Is  it  not  bad 
enoug^h  that  a  restaurant  keeper  should  be  prosecuted  for  per- 
mitting- a  child  to  have  a  stick  of  candy  as  an  addition  to  its. 
Sunday  dinner,  or  shall  we  wait  until  it  is  made  a  punishable 
offence  to  cook  a  dinner  on  Sunday  for  anyone  but  a  preacher  ? 
We  have  often  felt  discouraged  when  we  have  contemplated 
the  g-radual  atrophy  of  the  Freethought  organizations  in  both 
Canada  and  the  United  States,  and  the  reckless  indifference 
manifested  by  the  masses  to  encroachments  on  their  liberties. 
The  old  enthusiasm  of  Secularists  has  almost  disappeared, 
and  the  fight  for  freedom  is  left  in  the  hands  of  Spiritualists 
and  other  fanatics  and  cranks.  Will  the  Secularists  wake  up 
to  their  duty,  and  make  some  effort  to  defend  the  rights  that 
are  being  filched  from  them  by  corrupt  politicians  and  tyran- 
nical and  mendacious  priests  and  lawyers  ?  We  hope  they 
will,  and  that  quickly. 


THE  PASSING  OF  CHRISTIANITY. 

Nobody  but  a  lunatic  could  escape  the  conviction  that,  like 
every  other  organism  and  institution,  Christianity  must  give 
way'to  the  ever-advancing  tide  of  evolutionary  forces.  At  the 
present  time  it  is  like  a  stout  ship  stranded  on  a  rocky  shore. 
Though  punctured  badly  below  the  water  line  by  sharp  rocks, 
Its  hold  nearly  full  of  water,  and  utterly  unfit  for  its  reputed 
mission,  it  still  bedecks  itself  with  gay  bunting,  and  its  touters 
stand  on  every  street  selling  tickets  for  an  imaginary  voyage 
to  people  who  buy  them  without  making  any  rational  inquiry 
as  to  either  the  ship's  seaworthiness  or  its  destination.  Such 
blind  credulity  is  inexplicable  on  any  other  theory  than  that 
the  mentality'of  the  mass  of  men  is  still  in  a  very  infantile  and 
undeveloped  condition,  so  that  they  cannot  escape  from  the 
thrall  of  the  parasitic  army  which  battens  on  their  ignorance. 
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and  which  will  continue  to  do  so  whiic'there  is  .q-oo:1  money  in 
the  business. 

And  then  there  is  another  thing-.  Thoug-h  the  ship  is  on 
the  rocks  and  will  certainly  never  sail  another  voyage,  the 
officers  and  crew  do  make  a  pretence  of  giving-  some  value  for 
the  mone\-  brouefht  in  bv  the  ticket  sellers.  The  old  carg-o  is 
ruined  by  salt  water,  the  machinery  is  all  useless,  the  compass 
is  lost  and  the  rudder  broken,  but  they  arc  fitting-  up  the  big- 
saloon  as  a  theatre  and  variety  show,  with  an  occasional  beer 
shop  and  smoking--room  attachment  ;  among  the  more  recent 
announcements  at  a  few  churches  being-  a  weekly  dance  nig-ht. 
It  seems  probable  that,  as  the  Greek  tragedy  evolved  from  its 
original  religious  form,  and  the  modern  drama  from  medijE\  al 
miracle-plays,  so  tlie  modern  church  may  evolve  into  a  social 
institution  of  recreation  and  instruction.  To  attain  to  such  a 
position,  however,  its  ministers  must  put  aside  the  dogmatism 
and  intolerance  that  lead  them  to  denounce  all  competition  as 
"wicked"  and  punishable  by  law,  and  they  must  learn  that 
hard  study  in  real  knowledge  is  the  essential  pre-requisite  for 
useful  pubUc  service,  not  a  mere  verbal  familiarit\-  with  the 
shibboleth  of  faith,  piet}",  and  obscurantism. 

But  the  evolution  of  religious  idcis  is  inevitable,  and  even 
the  mass  of  gullible  believers  cannot  remain  unaffected  by  the 
warfare  that  is  destroying  the  faith  of  the  more  intellectual 
classes.  They  may  still  be  ready  to  maltreat  an  atheist,  the}- 
may  still  crowd  the  church  where  a  "  powerful  "  preiicher  ex- 
pounds the  crude  doctrines  of  hell,  original  sin,  and  salvation 
by  faith,  and  join  heartil\-  in  sing-ing  "Jesus  loves  me,  this  I 
know,  'Cos  the  Bible  tells  me  so,"  but  that  their  faith  is  by  no 
means  what  it  was  even  two  generations  ago  is  vouched  for  by 
evidence  that  cannot  be  disputed.  In  his  monumental  work 
on  "The  Life  and  Labors  of  the  People,"  Mr.  Charles  Booth 
tells  us  that,  as  anything  like  a  living  force  or  a  factor  in  the 
social  or  business  life  of  London's  immense  population,  Chris- 
tianity is  practicall)'  dead.  A  reviewer  of  the  seventh  volume 
of  the  work  says : 

"To  sum  up  his  conclusions  in  a  few  words  is  not  easy,  but  the  total 
effect  left  on  the  mind  of  the  reader  is  that  relii^^ion  in  London  is  a  matter 
of  very  small  importance.  That  the  amount  oi'  social  i^ood  effected  by  it 
may  exceed  the  amount  of  harm,  but  not  to  a  very  lar^e  extent,  that  the 
ordinary  hard-workihg-,  respectable  citizen   is  in  g-eneral   hardly  influenced 
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by  it  at  all — ^in  short,  that  it  is  a  thing  for  the  supers  and  parasites,  and 
not  for  those  who  try  to  do  the  real  business  of  life.  The  gfeneral  result 
is  that  if  all  relig"ious  influences  in  London  were  suddenly  annihilated,  the 
effect  of  said  annihilation  would  be  remarkably  small." 

On  this  the  reviewer  says  : 

"  Surely  a  sobering",  blinding^  statement.  If  it  were  a  snapshot  judg-ment 
of  some  demag'ogue  or  wild-eyed  reformer  or  out-and-out  Secularist,  it 
mig'ht  be  dismissed  with  scorn  or  indifference.  But  Charles  Booth  is  a 
sane,  sober  man.  He  has  made  the  most  exhaustive  study  of  the  every- 
day life  of  a  g-reat  city  ever  undertaken  by  a  social  investig^ator.  He  is 
not  theoretically  opposed  to  religion.  And  yet  after  years  of  investig'ation 
he  comes  to  the  dismal  conclusion  that  relig"ious  institutions  do  not  touch 
the  real  business  of  life.  Such  a  conclusion  oug'ht  to  shock  every  preacher, 
officer  and  member  of  a  relig"ious  body  into  considering-  whether  the  reli- 
g^ious  sentiment  is  being"  mismanagfed  by  the  modern  Church.  What  reflec- 
tions occur  to  us  as  we  think  over  this  statement  !  Great  as  is  the  autho- 
rity of  Mr.  Booth,  it  may  be  doubted  whether  anyone  can  measure  a 
spiritual  effect.  We  have  instruments  for  measuring",  with  a  larg"e  deg"ree 
of  accuracy,  the  physical  forces  of  this  world — the  speed  of  the  wind,  the 
weight  ot  an  object,  the  degrees  of  tempreature,  the  strength  of  a  sensa- 
tion, the  food-value  of  certain  articles  of  die!: — but  who  can  measure  accu- 
rately the  spiritual  effect  of  a  beautiful  picture  or  a  noble  hymn  or  a  sincere 
prayer  or  an  earnest  sermon?  Those  effects  are  felt  in  the  hidden  depths 
of  consciousness,  and  no  investigator  can  ever  fully  drag  them  Out  inLo  the 

light   and   analyze  and  weigh  them Without  the  great   words   and 

the  great  hopes  of  religion,  life  would  inevitably  be  more,  mean,  narrow 
and  ignoble  than  it  is." 

Now,  there  are  two  points  made  by  the  reviewer  that  deserve 
notice  here.  He  speaks  of  the  "  mismanagement  of  the  reli- 
gious sentiment^'"  and  says  that  "Without  the  gfreat  words 
and  the  great  hopes  of  rehg-ion,  hfe  would  inevitably  be  more 
mean,  narrow,  and  ig^noble  than  it  is." 

Let  us  ask  :  What  is  the  religious  sentiment  ?  The  Chris- 
tian sings  :  "Blessed  be  the  tie  that  binds,"  imag-ining"  he  is 
singing  of  some  tie  that  binds  him  to  his  Jesus,  The  tie  that 
binds  soeiety  together^  however,  is  at  least  as  strong  and  useful 
as  any  tie  that  can  bind  us  to  a  God.  The  Fatherhood  of  God 
is  a  purely  theological  and  unsocial  doctrine  ;  but  the  Brother- 
hood of  Man  is  more  and  more  being  recognized  as  the 
foundation  of  all  improvement  of  the  human  race.      So  far  as 
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the  "reli§"ious  sentiment  "  means  obedience  to  the  will  o[  God 
in  order  to  save  your  own  measly  soul,  it  is  distinctly  unsocial 
and  unprogressive.  It  is  at  the  base  of  nearly  all  our  Christian 
sectarian  disputes.  Instead,  then,  of  the  loss  of  the  hopes  of 
relig'ion  being-  a  loss,  to  give  them  up  is  the  essential  founda- 
tion of  those  altruistic  efforts  and  sacrifices  whic'i  alone  can 
uplift  the  himian  race. 

It  is  in  view  of  such  considerations  as  these,  therefore,  that 
we  cannot  fail  to  see  that,  in  spite  of  their  outward  and  often. 
noisily-expressed  belief  in  Christianity  and  abhorrence  of  "in- 
fidelity" and  atheism,  the  masses  have  verv  larg-ely  lost  ih.it 
subserviency  to  the  priesthood  and  obedience  to  their  orders 
which  until  recently  have  been  their  leading  characteristics. 
It  is  clear  that,  however  powerful  the  parish  priest  may  be  in 
Catholic  countries  like  Quebec,  the  English  rector  of  to-day 
has  little  more  consideration  shown  to  him  than  has  a  shop- 
keeper or  a  policeman.  x\nd  when  the  lawn  sleeves  and  the 
buckled  shoes  are  jeered  at,  it  will  not  be  long  before  scant 
reverence  will  be  felt  for  the  relio-ious  ideas  thev  have  been 
identified  with.  Other  superstitions  will  no  doubt  follow,  but 
one  thing  is  certain,  that  in  this  age  of  printing  the  changes 
will  be  far  more  rapid  than  hitherto  and  the  ultimate  progress 
far  more  marked. 

SAME  GOOD  OLD  CHRISTIAN  ARGUMENT. 

This  paragraph,  embod\i  ng  about  all  there  is  in  "  Christian 
evidences,"  has  lately  been  going  the  rounds  of  the  H)-po- 
critical  Press  : 

THREE    THINGS    WHICH    STAN'D. 

If  the  Bible  had  never  been  written  thare  are  still  three  thin^^s  that  the 
universe  has  stamped  indelibly  on  the  mind  of  man,  wherever  the  Bible  pre- 
vails and  wherever  it  does  not.  Those  three  thing-.s  are  the  idea  of  God, 
the  conviction  of  moral  accjinitaliility,  the  belief  in  a  life  beyond  the  y:rave. 
It  is  the  g-lory  of  our  Eng-^ish  Bible  and  it  is  tlie  i^lory  of  the  Christian  re- 
ligion that  they  have  expressed  and  embodied  these  fundamental  and 
inescapable  ideas  in  a  way  that  transcends  all  other  records  and  all  other 
incarnations  of  truth. 

"  Incarnations  of  truth  "   is  decidedl)-  good.      Ciive  tis  some 

metaphysical    "  sossingers,"    and    we'll    cr)-    quits.      But    this 

•  paragraph   has  also  been  going  the  rounds,  and   it  appears  to 
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be  rather  better  authenticated,  as  it  is  accompanied  by  the 
name  of  Bishop  Warren  A.  Chandler  of  the  M.  E.  Church 
South  : 

INFIDELITY    IX    CUBA. 

Ninety-five  per  ce.it.  of  the  C'r3ias  dj  not  habitually  attend  any  c'l  irc.i, 
says  Bishop  Warren  A.  Chandler  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
South.  Of  the  reinainder  who  go  to  church  the  Bishop  is  inclined  to  be 
lieve  thai  their  sy.npithles  are  inore  nearly  with  the  Protestants  than  with 
the  Roman  Catholics.  But  Protestantism,  upon  a  g"eneral  and  permanent 
basis,  is  of  so  recent  establishment  (dating-  practically  from  the  year  1899), 
that  there  are  not  enoug-h  places  of  worship  on  the  island  to  meet  the  de- 
mands of  the  situations.  When  the  Protestant  missionaries  began  their 
labors  they  found  the  island  filled  with  religious  indifference  in  which  there 
was  a  considerable  amount  of  downrig-ht  and  outspoken  infidelity  of  the 
\'oltaire  type.  Very  much  the  same  state  of  thing-s  continues,  thoug-h 
there  are  tang-ible  results  to  be  observed  for  the  seven  years  of  missionar\ 
effort. 

Now,  which  is  correct  ?      Have  the  Cubans  escaped   the  in- 
escapable idea  ? 

:o: — — 


ABOLISHING    '* CHRIST"    AND   "CHRISTMAS"    !N    NEW   YORK   PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS. 

The  success  of  the  Hebrews  of  New  York  in  securing-  the 
exclusion  of  all  references  in  the  school  exercises  to  Chiibi  dud 
Christmas  marks  another  step  in  the  direction  of  rationalizing- 
our  national  system  of  education.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
a  year  ago  the  agitation  of  the  Jews  in  favor  of  this  step  was 
beg-un,  but  the  Board  of  Education  refused  to  comply  with  the 
demand,  and  as  a  result  the  Jewish  children  "struck  "  on  De- 
cember 24th,  when  there  was  a  falling-off  in  the  school  atten- 
dance of  from  40  to  65  per  cent.  Since  then  the  Board  have 
reconsidered  the  matter,  and  on  Nov.  20,  "07,  announced  that 
all  sectarian  references  would  be  struck  out  of  the  school  books. 

Such  a  rational  decision  could  not  be  allowed  to  pass  without 
a  howl  of  denimciation  from  the  preachers — excepting-,  of 
course,  the  Hebrew  rabbis  and  a  few  liberals. 

Rabbi  Samuel  Schulman,  of  Temple  Beth-El,  showed  the 
injustice  of  forcing  children  of  one  religious  faith  to  learn  the 
dogmas  and  sing  the  hymns  of  another.  He  contended  that 
the  Board  of  Education  had  only  carried  out  the  laws  of  the 
state  of  New  York  in  favor  of  unsectarian  education. 
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Rev.  W.  O'Brien  Pardow  (Catholic)  made  the  new  order  a 
strong  argument  in  favor  of  the  Catholic  parochial  schools,  for 
he  contended,  naturally  enough,  that  "ever}-  Christian  child 
should  be  taught  of  Christ  and  his  great  works."  The  Hebrews, 
he  thought,  were  right  in  demanding  the  exclusion  of  sectarian 
teaching  from  the  public  schools  ;  and  so  would  the  Agnostics 
be  right  in  demanding  the  similar  exclusion  of  "god."  "  The 
schools  of  New  York  have  now  become  Christless  ;  they  have 
long  been  creedless,  and  next  they  will  be  Godless,"  was  what 
he  had  prophesied  twenty  years  ago.  He  did  not  say  where 
God  would  go  when  he  was  turned  out  of  the  schools  ;  nor  did 
he  tell  us  where  Christ  has  gone  now  God  is  left  alone  in  the 
schools.  We  had  thought — on  insufficient  authority,  we  now 
see — that  God  and  Christ  were  one  and  the  same.  "  Not  two 
persons,  but  one  person,"  says  the  creed.  "I  and  my  Father 
are  one,"  said  Jesus  ;  but  he  was  evidently  mistaken. 

"They  have  torn  the  last  shred  of  Christianity  from  the 
public  schools,"  which  seems  strange  after  being  told  by  an- 
other representative  of  the  Infallible  that  God  is  still  there. 
"Over  the  schools  they  have  put  the  notice,"  he  said, 
"  '  Christ  cannot  enter  here  ' — Christ  who  has  been  the  noblest 
ideal  for  more  than  nineteen  hundred  )  ears,  the  inspiration  of 
all  that  is  best  in  civilization."  Father  McOuade  made  the 
usual  clerical  claim  by  combining  religion  and  morality,  and 
asserting  that  the  "widespread  taint  of  dishonesty"  could 
only  be  destroyed  by  "  moral  and  religious  teaching  applied  to 
those  who  are  plastic  enough  to  be  moulded  by  it."  It  seems 
strange  that  even  a  Catholic  priest  can  pretend  that,  if  his  re- 
ligion were  worth  a  snap  of  the  finger,  it  would  need  to  be 
drilled  into  children  rather  than  be  appreciated  and  adopted  by 
intelligent  adults.      He  re-hashed  the  old  plea  in  this  fashion  : 

"  Our  citizens  should  be  trained  intellectuall}-,  but  it  is  far  more  important 
to  the  welfare  of  the  Republic  that  they  have  virtue  than  kno\vledi;e.  The 
one  is  indispensable,  the  other  desirable." 

When  we  understand  that  "virtue"  means  subservience  to 
religious  authc^rity  we  can  see  why  he  puts  the  cart  before  the 
horse  in  this  way.  He  understands,  of  course,  that  real  virtue 
can  only  come  from  knowledge ;  but  religious  virtue  is  a 
special  brand. 

Rev.  W^illiam  Carter  uttered  his  protest  in  this  "patriotic" 
style  : 
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"  The  \vhj!e  question  seems  to  resolve  itself  into  this  :  Is  this  country  to 
be  run  in  the  interest  of  the  Christian  American  or  the  un-Christian 
foreiy;ner?  Are  our  public  schools  our  own  or  do  they  belong  to  the  Mo- 
hanimedan,  the  heathens  and  the  Hebrews?  By  all  that  is  holy,  by  all 
that  is  just,  by  all  that  is  right,  I  say,  '  America  for  the  Americans,  Chris- 
tianity for  the  Christians,  and  if  the  others  do  not  like  us  or  our  religioa 
let  them  stay  awav.'  .  .  Christians  without  Christianity  !  The  birth  of 
Christ  without  the  Christ  !  It's  '  Hamlet  '  with  Hamlet  left  out  !  God 
forgive  us  the  day  when  we  have  allowed  the  School  Board  to  stultify  us — 
nay,  put  it  in  plainer  English — to  make  fools  of  us  and  our  religion  by 
ordering  a  Christmas  exercise  with  Christ  left  out  of  it.  Here's  a  question,, 
men,  about  which  you  ought  to  be  holding  mass  meetings  to  register  your 
protest  against  such  inane,  imbecile  and  impious  folly,  and  the  sooner  }  ou 
issue  the  call  the  better  it  will  be  for  God  and  our  homes  and  our  native 
land." 

CORRESPONDENCE  COURSE  FOR  THE  CLERGY. 

We  have  asked,  What  will  be  the  outcome  ?  That  the 
church  sees  very  clearly  that  the  outcome  will  be  a  collapse  of 
the  orthodox  faith  unless  some  special  means  are  taken  to 
avert  such  a  desirable  end,  is  shown  by  the  many  efforts  to 
introduce  new  phases  into  the  old  fakerism.  Here  is  one  that 
purposes  to  aid  the  ordinary  pulpit-bang-er  to  out-argufy  the 
socialist  and  other  reformers  whose  various  cults  have  been 
the  means  of  reducing-  the  church  attendance  : 

"To  develop  expert  social  administrators  Is  the  object  of  a  plan  of  the 
Presbyterian  Department  of  Church  and  Labor,  which  has  just  gone  out 
from  its  office  here.  The  department  will  attempt  a  new  method  for 
training  ministers  in  applied  Christianity.  It  is  said  that,  in  spite  of  the 
training  received  in  theological  seminaries  thousands  of  ministers  in  the 
cities,  especially  in  industrial  centres,  have  not  been  adequately  prepared 
for  their  work.  It  is  planned  to  meet  the  needs  of  these  men  through  a 
correspondence  course  in  sociology  having  special  reference  to  the  peculiar 
conditions  in  their  local  fields,  so  that  they  may  deal  with  them  in  an  up- 
to-date  manner.  Socialism,  trades  unionism,  the  saloon,  tenement  house 
life,  child  labor,  the  city  slum  and  many  other  phases  of  the  city  problem 
will  be  considered.  So-called  city  mission  work  will  be  reduced  to  a  science, 
so  that  hereafter  ministers  will  be  relieved  from  the  embarrassment  of  a 
blundering  experiment." 

Many  have  been  the  attempts  of  the   preachers  to  get  hold 
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of  the  social  reformers  of  various  schools,  but  so  far  their 
success  has  been  very  limited,  because  their  mental  equipment 
has  been  generally  too  poor  to  enable  them  to  hide  their  real 
object — the  benefit  of  their  own  church.  The  schooling  given 
by  the  new  plan  will  no  doubt  enable  man-.-  of  them  to  act  the 
Jesuit  with  effect. 
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At  the  meetings  on  Sunday,  Dec.  22,  Mr.  Enoch  Thompson,  the  ort^n- 
nizer  of  the  "  Rational  Sunday  Leaj^ue,  "  was  present,  and  i^ave  some 
account  of  the  work  so  far  done  by  the  Leaj^-ue,  inckidinti'  the  Sunday 
afternoon  concert  at  the  Grand  Theatre.  Mr.  Thompson  was  candidate 
for  the  Toronto  Board  of  Control,  but  dischiimed  any  idea  of  tryini;-  to 
secure  votes  by  attendint,--  the  meeting-.  After  much  discussion,  the  g-ene- 
ral  opinion  was  expressed  that  the  Rational  Sunday  Leag-ue  had  too  pro- 
nounced an  orthodox  element  to  justify  Secularists  in  joining  it.  Mr. 
Macorquodale  g^ave  an  interesting-  talk  on  Ruskin,  reading-  larg-ely  from 
Raskin's  celebrated  address  on    "  Art  "  to  the  colleg^e  students. 

At  the  meeting- on  Sunday,  Dec.  29,  the  secretary,  Mr.  Charles  Faess'.er, 
read  Elbert  Hubbard's  eulog-ium  of  Char.es  Darwin  and  his  work.  This 
was  followed  by  some  discussion  of  the  principles  of  Secularisn,  in  which 
Messrs,  Ellis,  Beale  and  Macorquodale  were  the  chief  speakers.  The  Pre- 
sident announced  that  he  had  made  an  a;-ran;.,'-ement  for  the  attendance  of 
a  first-class  musician  at  the  next  meeting-. 

At  the  meetings  on  Sunday,  Jan.  5,  Mr.  Beale  read  the  first  part  of  his 
paper  on  "  Bloodless  Revolutions."  It  was  of  a  very  interesting^  character. 
Mr.  Beale  is  a  devotee  of  astronojny,  and  led  his  hearers  through  the  vari- 
ous phases  that  have  marked  the  prog-ress  ol'  thought  in  that  absorbing- 
branch  of  scientific  study.  The  paper  was  followed  by  some  li\e!y  discussion, 
one  of  the  leadings  speakers  ])ei  i,g  a  visitor  who  announced  himself  as  an 
official  of  an  orthodox  church,  though  in  sympathy  with  the  secular  move- 
ment ;  but  whose  chief  idea  was  that  the  Freethinkers  should  not  make  too 
much  noise — they  should  "  roar  like  a  sucking-  dove" — or  they  might  do 
more  harm  than  g-ood.  He  had  been  in  India — in  Burmah,  at  all  events — 
and  had  seen  enoug-h  of  the  missionary  business  to  know  that  it  was  one 
of  the  most  shameless  fakes  o\'  our  day.  The  meeting;  was  enlivened  by 
some  excellent  music,  including-  a  few  Scotch  songs,  by  Miss  McKay.  The 
membership  cards  for  1908  were  distributed. 

On  Sunday,  Jan.  12,  Mr.  Beale  concluded  his  paper  and  took  the  oppor- 
tunity to  reply  to  some  of  his  critics,  who  in  tuin  rejoined.  Miss  McKay 
again  furnished  some  brilliant  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  fully  justifying^ 
the  President's  opinion  of  her  ability.  The  deleg-ates  who  had  been  deputed 
to  secure  more  centrally  situated  rooms  could  only  report  prog-ress,  but 
they  felt  confident  of  success. 
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$|)  ^^  Book    Notices.  ^  g 

THE   SCARLET  SHADOW.     By  Water  Hurt.     Publishers,  "  Appeal  to  Reason,' 
Ciirard,  Kansas.     Cloth,  $1.50.  ' 

The  mo.st  remarkable  book  it  has  ever  been  my  lot  to  review  !  I  mij^ht 
stop  there  and  call  that  a  review,  and  if  I  had  not  read  the  entire  book  that 
is  probably  what  I  would  have  done.  It  has  been  said  that  fact  isstrang-er 
than  fiction.  If  any  fiction  could  be  strang-er  than  the  alleged  facts  in 
"The  Scarlet  .Shadow,"  or  if  any  fact  could  be  strang-er  than  the  fiction 
therein  contained,  I  would  like  to  have  twenty  volumes  of  each,  provided 
they  were  all  labelled  beforehand,  so  as  to  make  the  fact  easily  disting-uish- 
able  from  the  fiction,  for  I  must  confess  my  inability  to  disting-uish  between 
them  in  the  present  case.  The  publishers'  note  informs  us  that  it  is 
"  essentially  a  story  of  newspaper  life,"  and  from  my  knowledge  of  news- 
paperdom  and  m}'  acquaintance  with  editors,  reporters,  ad. -rustlers  and. 
cartoonists — with  a  thirst,  I  would  say  it  is  a  fairly  accurate  description  of 
the  lives  led  by  many  of  the  moulders  of  public  opinion.  But  it  is  well  for 
the  suffering-  public  that  few  newspaper  men  have  the  "  g-ift  of  tongues  " 
to  such  an  extent  as  has  Mr.  Hurt.  The  pleasure  of  reading-  the  book  is 
marred  by  the  iritroduction  of  a  great  many  words  that  compel  a  reference 
to  the  dictionary  b}-  ;in}-  but  the  most  erudite.  .As  a  storv  of  newspaner 
life  it  may  be  read  and  understood  by  newspaper  men,  but  as  a  book  for 
the  many — for  the  "  proletariat  " — it  is  up  in  the  air. 

But  what  struck  me  most  forcibly  was  the  extreme  boldness  with  which 
Mr.  Hurt  charges  the  mine  owners  of  Colorad(T  vv-ith  such  crimes  as  the 
blowing  up' of  the  depot  at  Independence,  Colorado,  in  which  thirteen  men 
were  killed.  A  damnable  crime  that,  and  it  is  my  firm  belief  that  the 
mine-owners  were  responsible  for  its  perpetration.  The  citation  of  such 
incidents  as  the  above,  and  many  others  that  are,  undoubtedly  true,  and 
show  clearly  the  horrors  of  the  situation  where  capitalists  have  complete 
control  of  the  machinery  of  government  as  they  have  in  Colorado  and 
several  other  of  the  mining  states,  constitute  such  an  arraignment  of  "  the 
system  "  that  I  cannot  but  feel  a  great  mistake  has  been  made  by  ringing 
in  a  story  so  far  fetched  as  the  wiping  out  of  an  entire  colony  of  conspira- 
tors by  such  a  trifling  incident  as  the  eating  of  a  recently  discovered 
explosive  by  a  tame  gander.  Had  Mr.  Hurt  adhered  strictly  to  fact  and 
written  a  history  of  the  great  strike  and  of  the  world-celebrated  Meyer, 
Haywood,  Pettibone  trial,  giving  only  such  incidents  as  he  was  in  a  position 
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to  prove,  his  work  would  have  been  of  infinitely  more  \a'ue  to  the  cause 
he  is  so  faithfully  serving;'.  For  he  has  unquestionable  talent,  as  many  of 
his  chapters  show,  and  if  the  element  of  doubt  as  to  which  is  fact  and 
which  is  iiction  were  eliminated  from  the  mind  of  the  reader,  the  book 
would  create  such  a  furore  of  indignation  thai  the  conditions  described 
could  not  long  continue.  I  am  glad  I  read  "The  Scar'.et  Shadow,"  and 
any  one  who  reads  it  will  be  glad  he  did,  I  think.  I  am  pleased  to  know 
it  is  havinir  a  larire  sale.  W.  G.  G. 


^^       A   Reader's    Gleanings.       ^        fe 

. ^      ._     ,  ^^^,Jz^^^^^^,^^,    j^ 

A  "  CHRISTIAN  "   WAIL. 

The  action  of  the  London  County  Council  in  providing  militar\'  bands  to 
play  in  the  parks  is  largely  responsible  for  the  neglect  Oi  divine  service  on 
Sunday  evenings.  Tens  of  thousands  of  well-dressed  men  and  women  and 
young  people  are  thus  drawn  from  their  homes  to  wander  about  with  rest- 
less and  irresponsible  gaiety,  \  ast  numbers  of  whom  belong  to  the  more 
or  less  leisured  class.  But  the  greatest  danger  lies  in  the  obscene  and  blas- 
phemous utterances  of  Secularists  and  othe  s  who  attract  crowds  almost 
as  large  as  does  the  band-stand,  while  Gospel  preachers  (although  here 
and  there  successful  above  the  average)  draw  comparatively  scanty  audi- 
ences. In  Finsbury  Park,  particularly,  this  is  true  ;  and  those  who  have 
the  welfare  of  the  rising  generation  at  heart,  may  well  be  moved  to  the 
gravest  concern,  as  they  see  crowds  of  curious  youths  and  maidens,  attrac- 
ted to  the  Park  in  the  first  instance  by  the  music  of  the  band,  gradually 
thronging  the  ring  of  listeners  to  utterances  of  the  most  debasing  character. 
— 7%e  Christian. 


In  New  York,  last  Sunday  afternoon,  a  Riverside  Park  cop  saw  David 
Montgomery  of  Montgomery  and  Stone  of  "The  Red'Mill,"  now  at  the 
Knickerbocker  Theatre,  put  one  of  a  fork  of  carrier  pigeons  which  he 
owns  through  some  preliminary  training.  Standing  on  the  driveway  wall, 
the  former  Tin  Woodman  of  "  The  Wizard  of  Oz  "  would  toss  the  bird 
out  over  the  Hudson,  and  after  a  while  whistle  it  back  again.  The  cop's 
approach  halted  the  comedian  as  he  was  about  to  pick  up  the  pigeon  for  a 
third  projection. 

"  Don't  allow    any  bird  flying    around  here  !  "    the  policeman  said. 

Montgomery  nodded  obedience  to  the  interdiction.  Then  he  adressed 
the  bird  at  his  feet. 

"Come,  pidgie,"  he  said.  "The  officer  doesn't  allow  an\-  birds  to  fly 
around  here,  so  you'll  just  have  to  walk  home  !" 
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THE     DEAD. 

Next  to  eternal  life,  is  eternal  sleep.  Upon  the  shadowy  shore  of  death 
tlie  sea  of  trouble  casts  no  wave.  Eyes  that  have  been  curtained  by  the 
everlasting^  dark  will  never  know  again  the  burnino^  touch  of  tears.  Lips 
touched  by  eternal  silence  will  never  speak  again  the  broken  words  of 
grief.  Hearts  of  dust  do  not  break.  The  dead  do  not  weep.  Within  the 
tomb  no  \eiled  and  weeping  sorrow  sits,  and  in  the  rayless  gloom  is  crouched 
no  shuddering  fear.  I  had  rather  think  ot  those  I  have  loved  and  lost 
as  having  returned  to  earth,  and  as  having  become  a  part  of  the  elemental 
wealth  of  the  world — I  would  rather  think  of  them  as  unconscious  dust, 
I  would  rather  dream  of  them  as  gurgling  in  the  stream,  floating  in  the 
clouds,  bursting  in  the  foam  of  light  upon  the  shores  of  worlds — I  would 
rather  think  of  them  as  the  lost  visions  of  a  forgotten  night,  than  to  have 
even  the  faintest  fear  that  their  naked  souls  have  been  clutched  by  an 
orthodox  God.  —  R.  G.  Imjersoll. 


A  Toronto  newspaper  publishes  some  scathing  comments  upon  the  fact 
that  a  number  of  Canadian  missionaries  have  been  in  England  appealing 
for  funds  for  their  work  in  the  Canadian  West.  It  so  happened  that  the 
news  of  this  cadging  campaign  in  the  mother  country  reached  Toronto  at 
the  time  of  the  holding  in  that  city  of  a  meeting  at  which  it  was  resolved 
to  raise  half  a  million  dollars  for  missions  in  China  and  Japan.  The  Toronto 
journal  thinks  that  Canada  should  cease  to  be  "  a  religious  mendicant" 
on  her  own  account  before  she  devotes  her  dollars  to  the  conversion  of  the 
heathen  in  the  Far  East.  I  think  so,  too,  and  I  commend  that  sensible  view 
of  the  matter  to  anybody  over  here  who  may  asked  to  contribute  to  Cana- 
dian missions. — London,  Truth,  Jan.  1. 

•«• 
VOLTAIRE  AND  GIBBON. 

The  one  was  fire  and   fickleness,  a  child, 
Most  mutable  in  wishes,  but  in  mind, 
A  wit  as  various — gay,  grave,  sage,  or  wild- 
Historian,  bard,  philosopher,  combined  ; 
He  multiplied  himself  among  mankind. 
The  Proteus  of  their  talents  ;  but  his  own 
Breathed  most  in  ridicule — which,  as  the  wind. 
Blew  where  it  listed,  laying  all  things  prone — 
Now  to  o'erthrow  a  fool,  and  now  to  shake  a  throne. 

The  other,  deep  and  slow,  exhausting  thought, 

And  hiving  wisdom  with  each  studious  year. 

In  meditation  dwelt,  with  learning  wrought. 

And  shaped  his  weapon  with  an  edge  severe, 

Sapping  a  solemn  creed  with  solemn  sneer  ; 

The  lord  of  irony — that  master-spell, 

Which  stung  his  foes  to  wrath,  which  grew  from  fear, 

And  doomed  him  to    the  zealot's  ready  hell, 

Which  answers  to  all  doubts  so  eloquently  well. 

— Bryan. 
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METAPHYSICS    IN    CNE    PARAGRAPH. 

If  it  be  a  fact  as  we  have  tried  to  show  that  the  human  form  is  the  ul- 
timate of  differentiated  forms,  and  that  on  the  human,  phme  Being-  attains 
to  its  fuhiess  of  individuahzed  fmi'.e  expression,  and  that  the  individua'ized 
luiman  constitutes  and  is  a  fuiite  cosmic  unit  of  Se'fexistent  Being-  as  it  ex- 
presses itseif  on  the  human  plane,  and  that  these  human  cosmic  units  unite 
to  constitute,  buiid  up  and  maintain  a  Divine  or  Deific  Form,  throuijh  and 
within  which  form  primal  Being  attains  to  its  state  of  Godhood  on  the 
divine  plane  of  existence,  and  there  manifests  as  God,  having-  pas.sed  by 
the  process  of  evolution  from  the  conditioti  of  Esseiitial  and  Potential  Pac- 
ing on  the  primal  plane,  throug-h  differentiated  partial  or  finite  expressions 
of  itself  up'  to  a  unified  expression  in  the  Deific  Form  as  God,  it  follows 
that  there  must  be  a  worid  wherein  and  whereupon  this  deific  form  has  its 
abode,  and  also  upon  the  planes  of  which  humanlt}-,  existing  as  the  n^ole- 
cules  that  cos'.ituLe  this  deific  form,  shall  also  have  its  normal  abiding- place 
and  pursue,  each  one,  its  individual  activities. — ./.  /''.  C/(irk,iu  .U'tftphi/isrul 
Magazine. 


MISSIONARIES  THE  CAUSE  OF  WARS. 
We  are  informed  by  Renter  that  Sir  Ernest  Satow,  who  has  been  British 
minister  at  Peking- during  the  past  six  years,  said  at  Cambridge  that  "  China 
was  not  craving  for  the  spiritual  side  ot  European  civilization.  Missionary 
interference  in  civil  matters  was  largely  responsible  for  massacres."  So 
now  the  cat  is  out  of  the  bag-.  This  declaration  coming  from  such  a  high 
quarter  cannot  be  easily  ignored.  It  is  lOt  the  Chinese  Boxers  who  are 
responsible  for  the  horrible  massacres  of  Christians  in  China.  Sufferance 
is  the  badge  of  their  tribe,  but  it  Is  on  repeated  provocations  from  the  Chris- 
tian missionaries  that  they  are  goaded  to  fin-\-  and  resort  to  boycotting  of 
foreigners  and  foreign  goods  and  extern-iinating  them  b}' massacres.  China 
•is  the  country  of  the  Chinaman,  and  it  is  no  wonder  that  the}-  would  resent 
any  act  of  undue  interference  on  the  part  of  foreigners  in  regard  lo  the 
civil  administration  of  their   land.  —  Cah-nUa  TileAjraph. 

If  I  supposed  the  "Mosaic  writer"  to  be  inspired,  as  Mr.  Gladstone 
does,  it  would  not  be  consistent  with  my  notioiis  of  respect  foi-  the  supreme 
being  to  imagine  him  unable  to  friuiie  a  form  of  words,  which  should  accu- 
rately, or  at  least  not  inaccurately,  express  his  own  meaning-.  It  is  sonie- 
times  said  that,  had  the  stalenionts  contained  in  the  first  chapter  oi  Genesis 
been  scientifically  true,  they  would  have  been  unintelligible  to  ignorant 
people  ;  but  how  is  the  matter  mended  if,  being  scientifically  untrue,  they 
must  needs  be  rejected  by  Instructed  people? — ihtxlfij. 

What  little  recognition  the  idea  of  obligation  to  the  puf'lic  obtains  in 
modern  morality,  is  derived  from  Greek  and  Roman  sources,  not  from 
Christian  ;  as  even  in  the  morality  of  private  life,  whatever  exists  of  magna- 
nimity, high-mindendness,  personal  dignity,  even  the  sense  of  honor,  is 
derived  from  the  purely  human,  not  the  religious  part  of  our  education, 
and  never  could  have  grown  out  of  a  standard  of  ethics  in  which  the  only 
worth,  professedly  recognized.   Is  that  of  obedience. — J.  S.  }[ill 
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I  have  always  distrusted  chimeras.  Nothing- is  less  wholesome  for  men 
and  nations  than  illusion  ;  it  stifles  effort,  it  blinds,  it  is  the  vanity  of  the 
weak.  To  repose  on  legends,  to  be  mistaken  about  all  realities,  to  believe 
that  it  is  enoug^h  to  dream  of  force  in  order  to  be  strong- — we  have  seen 
well  enoug-h  to  what  terrible  disasters  such  thing's  lead.  The  people  are 
told  to  look  on  hig^h,  to  believe  in  a  Hig-her  Power,  and  to  exalt  themselves 
to  the  ideal.  No,  no  !  That  is  lang-uag^e  which  at  times  seems  to  me  to 
be  impious.  The  only  strongs  people  are  those  who  work,  and  it  is  only 
work  that  g^ives  courag^e  and  faith. — Emile  Zola. 


After  Governor  Stokes,  of  New  Jersey,  had  sig-ned  the  beneficent  "Barber 
Act,"  a  bill  that  wi.l,  it  is  hoped,  do  much  to  prevent  the  future  watering 
of  stocks,  a  Trenton  statesman  said  to  him  : 

"  So-and-so,  the  millionaire,  was  sure  vou  would  not  sig^n  this  act.  He 
is  a  conceited  chap.  He  believes  that  his  way  of  thinking"  is  always  the 
right  way.  " 

"He  i»  conceited  tru'.y,"  said  the  Governor,  smiling".  "  He  reminds  me 
of  another  conceited  man  I  used  to  know. 

"Two  mvitua!  friends  sat  near  this  man  at  luncheon  one  day. 

"  '  What  makes  him  look  so  g^lum  this  morning-?  '  said  the  first. 

"  '  Why,'  said  the  other,  '  he  visited  an  Eg-yptian  palmist  last  nig-ht  and 
the  fellow  told  him  his  wife  would  marry  twice  and  the  second  husband 
would  be  a  remarkably  fine  chap.' 

"  '  He  thinks  that  rather  a  reflection  on  himself,  eh?' 

"  '  Not  at  all.  He  thinks  his  wife  was  niarried  before  and  never  told 
him. 


'  It  seems  to  me,"  said   Mrs.  Oldcast'e,  "  that  Dr.  Goodman  lays  rather 
too  much  stress  on  the  idea  that  we  should  divorce  ourselves  from   anthro- 
pomorphism.     It  may  be   all    rig-ht    to  preach    what  he  does  in    a    g-eneral 
way,  but    the   anthropomorphic    sentiment    is  very   dear    to   a    g-reat   many- 
people." 

"  I  know  it,"  said  her  hostess  as  she  toyed  with  the  diamond-studded 
paper-cutter.  "  There's  a  woman  lives  right  on  this  street  that  goes  to  the 
drug  store  and  gets  it  on  the  c]uiet  nearly  everv  dav. " — Ckicayo  Record 
lleral/. 


"  I'm  afraid  I'll  disagree  with  you,"  remarked  Jonah  as  the  whale  swal- 
lowed him. 

"  Perhaps,"  replied  the  whale  ;  "but  it  won't  be  a  circumstance  to  the 
way  the  theologians  will  disagree  when  they  come  to  discuss  this  inci- 
dent. " — Philadelphia  Press. 


An  Irish  clergyman  is  credited  with  having  concluded  a  powerful  oration 
in  this  fashion  :  "  My  brethren,  let  not  this  world  rob  you  of  a  peace  which 
it  can  neither  give  nor  take  away."  Which  is  coupled  with  the  remark  of 
a  fellow  country  colleague  who  in  reasoning  with  a  woman  who  had  lost 
her  faith  in  Christianity  told  her  :  "  Well,  you  will  s^o  to  hell,  you  know  ; 
and  I  shall  be  verv  sorrv,  indeed,  to  see  vou  there  !" 
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VALUABLE   BOOKS    RECENTLY  PUBLISHED. 

Bookn  can  be  olitaincd  /'''nii  office  of  Si'ciilaf  Thoio/lit. 

DARWINISM  AXU  THE  PROBLEMS  OF  LIFE.  A  Study  of  Familiar 
Animal  Life.  Uv  Conrad  Guenthcr,  Ph.U.,  Professor  at  the  University  Freiburg 
in  Baden.  Translated  from  the  Third  Edition  by  Joseph  McCabe.  London  : 
Owen  &  Co.     436  pp.,  roy.  8vo.  cloth,  $3.50. 

SL\  HISTORIC  A.MERICANS.  By  John  E.  Remsburg.  A  handsome  volume  of 
about  :;50  pages,  vv)th  full-page  portraits,  containing  all  the  available  evidence  for 
forming  a  just  estimate  of  the  religious  views  of  Paine,  Franklin,  Washinglon, 
Jefterson,  Lincoln,  and  Grant. 

THE  EVOLUTION  OF  MAN  :  A  Popular  Scientific  Study.  By  Ernst  Haeckel. 
Vol.  I.  Human  Embryology  or  Ontogeny.  Translated  from  the  5th  (enlarged) 
edition  by  Joseph  McCabe.  With  209  illustrations.  R.  P.  A.  Cheap  Reprints. 
25c.     Watts  &  Co.,  London. 

ERNST  HAECKEL'S  "EVOLUTION  OF  MAN,"  Vol.  II.  is  also  ready,  in 
paper  cover,  192  pp.,  '99  illustrations,  price  25c.  The  two  volumes  can  also 
be  had  in  one  volume,  cloth  lettered,  with  a  nev.-  portrait  of  the  author,  price 
$1.15,  post    paid. 

This  raagnificenth'  illustrated  work  sliould    be  in   the    library  of  every 
Freethinker. 

THE  CHILDREN-'S  PLUTARCH,  by  F.  J.  Could,  with  six  full-page  illustra- 
tions by  Walter  Crane,  cloth,  \iii-286  pp.,  is  a  work  that  should  liave  a  large 
sale.     Price  $1.00. 

A  PICTURE-BOOK  OF  EVOLUTION,  by  Dennis  Hird,  M.A.,  in  cloth,  with 
182  illustrations  price  $1.00,  will  also  be  found  a  work  of  great  valu*  for  children 
-  and  also  for  adults,  for  the  matter  of  that. 

THE  BUILDING  OF  THE  BIBLE,  by  F.  J.  Gould,  third  and  revised  edition, 
34  pp.  and  cover,  price  I2c.,  is  a  very  handy  little  pamphlet,  and  should  meet  a 
large  sale. 

A  FEW  FOOTPRINTS,  by  J.  Passmore  Edwards.  100  pp.,  ])aper  covers,  25c.  ; 
cloth,  40c. 

A  TRIP  TO  ROME.  By  Dr.  J.  B.  Wilson,  M.D.,  President  National  Liberal  Party, 
Associate  Delegate  to  the  First  International  Freethought  Congress  at  Rome, 
September,  1904.  Lexington,  Ky.  :  J.  E.  Hughes,  Publisher.  Demy  8vo.,  350 
pages,  cloth  bound,  $1.25,  post  paid. 

A  SHORT  HISTORY  OF  FREETHOUGHT,  ANCIENT  AND  MODERN. 
By  John  M.  Robertson.  Two  volumes,  demy  8vo.,  cloth,  by  post  in  Canada,  $7. 
Watts  &  Co.,  London. 

The  most  valuable  record  of  Freethought  progress  yet  published. 

REPORT  OF  THE  INTERNATIONAL  FREETHOUGHT  CONGRESS  held 
at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  October  15-20,  1904.  Published  by  the  Truth  Seeker  Co.,  62 
Vesey  St.,  New  York.  Copies  to  be  had,  price  50  cts.,  by  addressing  Mr.  E.  C. 
Reichwald,  secretary,  141  South  Water  St.,  Chicago,  III. 

HAECKEL'S  LAST  WORDS  ON  EVOLUTION.  A  Popular  Retrospect  and 
.Summary.  By  Ernst  Haeckel,  of  Jena  University.  Translated  from  the  Second 
Edition  by  Joseph  McCabe.  W^ith  three  plates  and  Haeckel's  latest  Portrait. 
Royal  Svo,  cloth,  $1.75.       London  :  A  Owen  &  Co.,  28  Regent  Street. 

An  American  edition  of  the  "  Last  Words"  has  been  published  by  Peter 
Eckler,  of  New  York,  handsomely  printed  in  large  type,  good  pape^r  and 
binding,  portrait  and   illustrations  as  in  the  original,  price  $1. 
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EVOLUTION. 

Ar    Exposition    of    Christian    Dogmas  and 
Pagan  Myths. 

By   P.   J.    COOLEY. 
82  pages,  with  Portrait,  handsomely  printed, 

paper  cover,  price  25c. 

DIET  versus  DRUGS. 

DRUGS  Po'  on  and  Kill.  A  Diet  suited 
to  YOUP  System  Cures,  Strengthens 
and  Rejuvenates.  Fifteen  Pamphlets  on  the 
Dietetic  Way  to  Health.  Strength,  and 
Beauty  (telling  what  foods  to  take  and  how 
to  take  them  anu  why)  sent  for  a  dollar  bill 
or  4s.  Or  5  Pamphlets  for  35c.  in  stamps. 
Marvellous  results  among  all  classes 
and  ages.  Address.  Miss  Sophie  Leppel, 
Editor  "  Diet  Versus  Drugs,"  26  Clovelly 
Mansions,  Gray's  Inn  Road,  London,  W.C.. 
England. 

ARE   YOU    INTERESTED 

In  learning  the  very  last  word  of  science 
regarding  the  proper  development  of  the 
body  and  mind,  of  how  you  can  control  both, 
of  superb  physical  strength,  mental  vigor 
and   the  promise  of  long  life  ? 

Are  you  tired  of  being  sicic  half  the  time, 
and  half  sick  the  otner  half  ? 

Do  you  know  that  there  is  an  organisation 
formed  of  "thinkers"  who  make  it  a  life 
study  to  solve  the  problems  of  "  right  living?" 

Do  you  know  that  these  people  have 
found  the  "  elixir  of  life,"  and  it  is  not  sold 
from  a  drug  store  for  $1.00  per  bottle  either  .' 

We  might  go  on  asking  questions,  but 
will  stop  with  just  one  more.  Do  you  feel 
like  investing  two  cents  in  a  stamp  .''  If  so, 
we  shall  be  very  glad  to  hear  from  you,  and 
will  gladly  send  a  copy  of  our  "  League 
Letter"  telling  you  all  about  who  we  are. 

INTERHATIOHAL   HEALTH  LE^^GUE, 

478  So.  Saiina  St.,    Syracuse,   N.Y.,   U.S.A 

SEVENTH    YEAR. 


"  Inspiration  and  Se!f-help." 

Ingersoll  Beacon. 

A  Spicy  Litc'e  Monthly  at  50  cts.  a  year, 
5  cts  a  number.  Devoted  to  Science,  Free 
Thought,  and  the  Gospel  of  Reason  and 
Good  Cheer,  in  contrast  with  the  "  foolish 
forms  and  cringing  faiths"  of  theology.    . 

Organ  of  the  Ingersoll  Memorial  Assoc'n 
of  Chicago.  Edited  bv  Wm.  H.  Maple. 

78  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago,  111. 


^.    F.  ARMSTRONG,    fl 
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WHAT  IS  THEOLOGY  ^ 

— o — 
Tnere  is  a  science  wnicn  has  for  its  object  only  incomprenen- 
siole  tnings.  Unlike  all  others,  it  occupies  itseli  witn  unseen 
things  alone.  Hohbes  called  it  "  the  Kingdom  of  Darkness. 
In  this  land  all  ohey  laws  opposed  to  those  which  men  acknow- 
ledge in  the  world  they  inhabit.  In  this  marvellous  region  light 
IS  hut  darkness,  evidence  becomes  doubtful  or  false,  the  impos- 
sible becomes  credible,  reason  is  an  unfaithful  guide,  and  common 
sense  changes  into  delirium.  This  science  is  named  Theology, 
and  this  Theology  is  a  continual  insult  to  human  reason. 

— From  "  Common  Seuf:'-,"  by  Jean  Meslier  (died  1739). 


INAUGURATION  OF  FREETHOUGHT  LECTURES 
IN  CANADA  IN   1874. 


BY    THE    LATE    ALLEX    PRINGLE,     0?,NAPANEE,     ONT. 

(Re}n'inted  from  The  Index  of  April  10,  1885.) 


I  HAVE  been  requested  to  furnish  a  general  and  accurate  ac- 
count of  the  now  historico-leg-al  "  Napanee  Town  Hall  Case" 
for  the  columns  of  The  Index,  as  such  an  account  has  never 
yet,  I  believe,  been  furnished  your  readers. 

In  the  autumn  of  1874,  having-  been  for  some  years  previ- 
ously, with  pen  and  otherwise,  preparing^  the  minds  of  friends 
and  neighbors  somewhat  for  the  reception  of  new  light  on 
Secular  questions  and  broader  views  of  mental  liberty  and 
freedom  of  speech,  I  addressed  an  invitation  to  Mr.  B.  F. 
Underwood,  of  Massachusetts  (U.S.),    to   come   to    Napanee 
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and  give  a  course  of  lectures  on  the  liberal  questions  of  the 
dav.  Mr.  Underwood,  who  was  then  occupying  most  of  his 
time  in  the  lecture  field,  and  whom  I  regarded  as  the  ablest 
exponent  of  Secularism  or  Scientific  Materialism  then  on  the 
platform  in  America,  readily  consented  to  come  over  the  lake, 
make  our  acquaintance,  and  inaugurate  liberal  lectures  in 
Canada. 

Having  arranged  with  Mr.  Underwood  for  a  course  of  three 
lectures  for  the  15th,  i6th  and  17th  of  September  (1874),  with 
the  hearty  co-operation  and  assistance  of  a  few  staunch  friends, 
I  proceeded  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements.  I  leased  the 
Napanee  Town  Hall  from  the  Mayor  for  the  three  evenings 
mentioned,  taking  the  precaution  to  make  a  written  contract 
with  him  and  to  pay  for  the  same  in  advance.  I  then  issued 
advertisements  in  the  local  papers,  and  by  posted  bills  an- 
nouncing the  lectures,  the  subjects  of  which  were  to  be  as 
follows  :  first  night,  "  Evolution  Versus  Creation  ;"  second 
night,  *'What  Liberalism  Off'ers  as  a  Substitute  for  Christi- 
anity ;  "  third  night,  "  Fallacies  and  Assumptions  of  Theolo- 
gians regarding  the  Bible  and  Christianity."  The  clergy  were 
invited,  and  were  promised  ample  opportunity  to  reply  after 
each  lecture.  But  no  sooner  were  our  advertisements  issued 
than  the  bigots  of  the  town  were  up  in  arms  to  prevent  the 
lectures.  The  Town  Council,  in  total  disregard  of  the  Mayor's 
contract,  voted  that  the  town  hall  should  be  shut  against  us. 
The  Mayor,  who  was  the  leading  lawyer  of  the  town,  was  ex 
officio  chairman  of  the  Council,  and  he  at  once  advised  me  of 
the  adverse  decision,  and  urged  that  I  try  and  procure  another 
hall  to  avoid  trouble  and  further  conflict  between  him  and  the 
rest  of  the  Council,  promising,  however,  to  open  the  town 
hall  for  us  in  case  we  failed  in  securing  another  suitable  place 
for  the  lectures. 

Meanwhile  we  circulated  a  petition  through  the  town  asking 
the  Council  to  reconsider  their  prohibitory  resolution  and 
peaceably  give  us  the  use  of  the  hall  according  to  contract. 
This  petition  was  signed  by  a  majority  of  the  leading  business 
and  professional  men  of  Napanee,  and  was  duly  presented  to 
the  Council  by  the  Mayor  himself.  A  counter  petition  from 
the  Y.M.C.A.'s,  but  poorly  signed,  was  also  presented.  The 
majority  of  the  Council,  however,  remained  incorrigible,  ig- 
nored our  petition,  and  re-affirmed  their  first  resolution  that 
we  should  not  occupy  the  hall  for  our  lectures.    Failing  to  get 
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another  suitable  hall,  the  Mayor  at  this  juncture  reiterated  his 
promise  to  order  the  hall  opened  to  us  when  the  evening' 
arrived  for  lecture.  I  then  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Council 
and  the  public  through  the  local  papers  (two  of  which  were 
against  the  bigoted  action  of  the  Council  and  one  in  their 
favor),  advising  them  that  we  would  firmly  adhere  to  our  con- 
tract with  the  Mayor,  and  that  the  lectures  would  certainly 
come  off  as  announced.  By  this  time  the  excitement  not  only 
in  the  town  but  throughout  the  surrounding  country  was  at 
fever  heat,  and  the  general  feeling,  especially  in  the  town,  was 
against  the  narrow  and    pusillanimous   action  of  the  Council. 

At  length  the  memorable  evening  for  the  first  lecture  arrived, 
and  long  before  the  hour  of  opening  a  dense  throng  of  many 
hundreds  from  town  and  country  filled  the  market  square  in 
front  of  the  town-hall.  Mr.  Underwood  had  arrived  during 
the  day  in  good  order  and  ready  to  diffuse  the  new  light  of 
Science  and  Secularism  to  all  and  sundry  who  cared  to  hear. 
As  the  time  for  opening  approached,  the  police  of  the  town, 
accompanied  by  a  squad  of  the  Council  and  under  its  direc- 
tion, took  possession  of  the  entrance  to  the  hall,  completely 
barricading  the  door.  The  interest  now  became  intense.  No 
prohibitory,  municipal,  legislative,  or  parliamentary  election 
ever  awakened  such  interest  or  produced  such  excitement  in 
the  town  of  Napanee  before.  The  hour  for  opening"  having 
arrived,  we  made  our  way  through  the  throng  to  the  hall  door, 
and  exhibiting  our  written  contract  with  the  Mayor  for  the 
use  of  the  hall  that  and  the  succeeding-  two  nig"hts  I  demanded 
admittance  thereto.  The  Mayor,  who  had  given  orders  to  the 
janitor  to  open  the  hall,  was  not  present  to  contend  further 
with  the  Council  and  the  constabulary.  Our  demand  for  ad- 
mittance was  met  with  a  dogged  refusal  ;  and  after  some  parley 
I  distinctly  informed  this  fossil  obstruction  to  our  way  that  if 
they  persisted  in  excluding  us  I  would  prosecute  them  for 
damages.  Thus  failing  to  raise  the  blockade,  we  retired  in 
good  order,  albeit  the  indignant  crowd,  had  they  received  one 
word  of  encouragement  from  us,  would  have  "run"  that 
mediaeval  blockade  in  less  time  than  it  takes  to  write  this  sen- 
tence. But  we  counselled  moderation  and  advised  the  incensed 
crowd  to  desist  and   we  would    try  law  instead  of  brute  force. 

We  then  proceeded  straight  to  Music  Hall — the  best  in  the 
town — where  an  entertainment  was  in  prog^ress,  and  opened 
negotiations  with   the  manager  of  a  theatrical  company  who 
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had  the  hall  leased  for  the  whole  week.  In  consideration  of 
$125.00  cash,  which  we  paid  him,  he  agreed  to  step  down  and 
out  and  relinquish  the  hall  to  us  for  the  three  following-  nights. 
The  crowd  had  assembled  in  the  street  in  front  of  Mr.  Under- 
wood's hotel,  and  in  response  Mr.  U.  appeared  upon  the  bal- 
balcony  and  addressed  them  briefly,  announcing'  that  we  had 
secured  Music  Hall  and  that  the  lectures  would  come  off  there 
the  following  three  evenings,  which  elicited  hearty  cheers. 

The  next  day,  anticipating  disturbance  and  trouble  at  night 
from  our  bitter  and  cowardly  opponents,  about  a  dozen  of  us 
quietly  got  ourselves  sworn  in  as  "  special  constables,"  so  that 
we  could  deal  with  the  cowardly  fanatics  as  they  deserved  in 
case  they  showed  their  teeth.  When  the  hour  for  the  lecture 
came  the  large  hall  was  packed — all  eager  with  expectation 
and  interest  as  to  what  might  happen,  with  a  score  or  two 
there  determined  to  disturb  and  break  up  the  meeting.  The 
lecturer  proceeded,  and  after  we  had  ejected  four  or  five  of 
these  red-hot  religionists  who  could  not  keep  quiet,  the  rest, 
considering  discretion  their  best  card  under  the  circumstances, 
either  stalked  out  or  remained  peaceable. 

Barring  this  disturbance  by  a  few,  this  first  lecture  was 
listened  to  attentively,  but  was  received  for  the  most  part  in 
stoical  silence  without  the  outward  expression  of  either  ap- 
proval or  disapproval.  The  physiognomical  observer  of  faces, 
however,  could  see  that  a  majority  were  more  than  interested 
— they  were  pleased  ;  the  braced-up  rigidity  for  the  occasion 
was  seen  to  be  surely  relaxing  under  the  courteous  bearing 
and  cogent  reasoning  of  the  lecturer.  They  feared  to  applaud 
the  unpopular  "  infidel,"  but  evidently  relished  the  substantial 
intellectual  food  he  offered  them.  At  the  conclusion,  however, 
led  by  the  few  warm  friends  of  the  lecturer,  there  was  a  good 
round  of  applause. 

(To  be  coiiditdi'd. ) 


The  one  enemy  we  have  in  this  universe  is  Stupidity,  Darkness  of  Mind  ; 
of  which  darkness,  again,  there  are  many  sources,  every  dn  a  source,  and 
probably  self-conceit  the  chief  source.  Darkness  of  mind,  in  every  kind 
,ind  variety,  does  to  a  really  trai^ic  extent  abound  ;  but  of  all  the  kinds  of 
darkness,  surely  the  Pedant  darkness,  which  asserts  and  believes  itself  to 
be  light,  is  the  most  formidable  to  mankind  !  For  empires  or  for  indivi- 
duals there  is  but  one  class  of  men  to  be  trembled  at  ;  and  that  is  the 
Stupid  class,  the  class  that  cannot  see,  who  alas  are  they  mainly  that 
will    not  see. — Carlyle. 
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THE   DEAD  YEAR— 1907. 

BV    C.     COHEN,     I\    LONDON     "FREETHINKER." 

:o: 

Os.E  of  the  marked  features  of  1907  has  been  the  growth  of  interest  in 
social  problems  and  the  rapid  development  of  Socialism.  All  Freethinkers 
will  have  observed  this  with  satisfaction.  On  the  contrary,  they  will  see 
in  it  some  of  the  fruits  of  the  vigorous  and  uninterrupted  campaign  against 
supernaturalism  that  has  been  carried  on  for  over  a  hundred  years.  All 
along,  the  work  of  militant  Freethought  has  been  for  a  social  end.  Chris- 
tianity, as  a  mere  speculative  system,  with  no  influence  on  life,  or  no 
controlling  power  in  politics,  would  have  roused  little  opposition.  But 
Christianity,  in  alliance  with  the  State,  or  fighting  to  gain  a  recognized 
control  over  secular  affairs,  was  a  ver}-  different  thing.  Freethinkers  saw 
that  if  social  work  was  to  go  steadily  forward,  sane  ideals  must  be 
encouraged,  and  something  done  to  minimize  the  distracting  waste  of 
energy  on  "  other-worldism. "  The  work  of  Paine  and  his  successors,  of 
Robert  Owen  and  his  followers,  all  had  this  note  ;  and  it  is  as  much  a 
characteristic  of  Freethought  now  as  it  was  in  the  past. 

In  the  increased  attention  to  social  work,  therefore,  we  have  one  of  the 
proofs  of  tne  weakening  of  theology  and  of  the  success  of  the  Freethought 
attack.  People  are  realising,  in  an  increasing  measure,  that  it  is  neither 
the  question  of  a  God  nor  a  future  life  that  are  of  primary  importance  to 
mankind.  The  really  important  questions  are  those  of  a  human  and  terres- 
trial character.  Our  concern  lies  less  with  God  than  with  man,  less  with 
the  existence  and  nature  of  a  future  life,  than  with  the  betterment  of  an 
existence  that  bears  alike  upon  all,  and  with  natural  forces  with  which 
ignorance  is  an  unforgivable  sin. 

Freethinkers  have  also  cause  to  congratulate  themselves  that  one  sec- 
tion of  the  Socialistic  world — that  represented  by  Robert  Blatchford  and 
the  Clarion — recognize  the  necessity  of  clearing  Christianity  out  of  the  way 
if  their  end  is  to  be  realized.  For  long  enough,  a  different  policy  was 
followed,  and  attacks  on  Christianity  avoided.  Apparently,  the  mistaken 
nature  of  this  policy  is  now  recognized.  With  Socialism  gaining  in  strength, 
and  with  Church  and  Chapel  bidding  for  its  support,  there  arose  the  danger 
of  the  Socialist  movement  being  dragged  along  at  the  heels  of  religious 
corporations.  And,  thanks  to  those  Socialist  leaders  who,  either  from 
mental  weakness  or  the  desire  to  cut  a  more  prominent  figure  than  they 
would  otherwise,  the  danger  has  become  a  very  real  one.  Were  this  to 
transpire,  Socialism  might  say  good-bye  to  w'hatever  of  real  usefulness  it 
contains.  Under  the  circumstances,  Blatchford's  anti-Christian  campaign 
came  as  a  welcome  reminder  from  within  of  a  real  enemv  to  be  feared,  and 
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a  real  danger  to  be  a\  oided.      To  Freethinkers,  it  was  a  repetition  of  an  old 
story,  but  it  was  none  the  less  welcome  on  that  account. 

In  any  case,  the  Freethought  g"ain  is  a  real  one.  Historically,  misery  and 
suffering;-,  weakness,  helplessness,  and  ignorance  hav'e  been  the  conditions 
of  Christian  supremacy.  The  slow  permeation  of  the  mass  of  the  people 
by  scientific  knowledg-e,  a  recoi^nition  of  the  truth  that  all  natural  forces 
are  ultimately  knowable,  and  therefore  controllable,  with  growing'  con- 
sciousness of  the  fact  that  all  social  ills  may  prove  ultimately  amenable  to 
human  energy  and  intelligence,  involves  as  an  ultimate,  the  concentration 
of  the  entire  social  consciousness  on  social  life,  leaving  religion  as  a  mere 
speculation  without  any  practical  value  whatever.  Let  theologians  delude 
the  people  as  long  as  they  may,  this  result  is  bound  to  ensue.  For  reli- 
gious beliefs,  like  most  other  things  in  life,  have  their  foundations  in  utility, 
however  much  this  may  be  disguised.  People  originally  believed  in  gods 
because  of  the  good  or  iS  they  believed  these  mythical  beings  might  do. 
They  may  continue  to  believe  in  them  for  a  while  even  after  that  belief  has 
disappeared.  But  as  the  consciousness  that  gods  do  nothing  and  control 
nothing,  that  human  welfare  is  essentially  a  matter  of  human  control, 
becomes  more  firmly .  established,  there  is  nothing  to  sa\e  religion  dying 
from  sheer  disease.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  every  step  in  social  develop- 
ment and  enlightenment  mav  be  safely  counted  as  one  more  nail  in  the 
coffin  of  superstition. 

The  weakening  of  theology  and  its  relation  to  social  movements  may^ 
provide  at  least  a  word  on  another  supject  that  has  been  kept  before  tbe 
country  during  the  past  year.  Mr.  Charles  Booth  has  pointed  out,  in  his 
colossal  work  on  London,  that  but  for  the  supposed  value  of  its  social 
work,  the  Salvation  Army  must  have  collapsed,  as  a  religious  movement, 
years  ago.  What  is  true  of  the  Army  is  true  of  all  churches  and  chapels  in  a 
degree.  Social  jerrymandering  is  enabling  religious  organizations  to  display 
a  strength  they  wonid  not  otherwise  possess.  And  from  both  the  purely 
social  and  the  purely  Freethought  points  of  view,  it  is  important  that  this 
social  charlatanism  should  be  kept  well  before  the  public.  Ir  tbe  case  of  the 
Salvation  Army,  the  publication  of  Mr.  Manson's  hoc  k,  "  1  be  5-,:il\ation 
Army  and  the  Public,"  with  the  wide  circulation  of  an  eight-page  pamphlet 
of  my  own,  has  had  the  effect  of  bringing  a  considerable  amount  of  criticism 
bear  upon  the  Army  and  its  methods.  The  Trades  Union  Congress  passed 
a  special  resolution  calling  for  a  Parliamentary  Committee  of  Inquiry,  and 
special  meetings  have  been  held  in  various  parts  of  the  country.  A  main, 
tenance  of  the  agitation  would,  I  am  sure,  have  the  effect  of  forcing  the 
Army  to  make  its  methods  public,  decreasing  the  extent  of  such  organiza- 
tions, free  sociology,  lying,  and  social  quackery,  and  so  make  strongly  for 
the  growth  of  enlightenment  and  Freethought. 


SECULAR   THOUGHT.  39 


The  impossibility  of  relig-ion  living-  by  its  own  streng-th  is  well  illustrated 
by  the  New  Theologfy  movement.  There  are  two  aspects  to  Mr.  Campbell's 
crusade.  One  is  the  extent  to  which  professed  believers  are  "jibbing-"  at 
Christian  doctrines.  In  spite  of  all  that  has  been  done  in  the  shape  o^ 
boycotting-  Freethought  criticisms  of  Christianity,  they  have  spread,  unti 
Christian  preachers  are  driven  to  their  wits'  end  to  hit  on  some  method  o^ 
combining-  knowledg-e  that  is  no  longer  confined  to  a  few  with  teachings 
which  for  g.?n erations  have  been  taught  from  thousands  of  pulpits  as 
infallibly  true.  Harmonizing  has  been  tried,  and  failed.  Mr.  Campbell's 
novelty — if  there  be  any — consists  in  throwing  overboard  a  large  number 
of  specific  doctrines  and  teachings,  and  proclaiming  as  genuine  Chris- 
tianity something  which  really  ignores  the  essentials  of  that  religion. 
What  is  true,  and  what  will  stand,  in  his  teaching  have  long  been  com- 
monplaces on  the  Freethought  platform  ;  and  for  that  reason  we  have  every 
cause  for  pleasure.  Our  teaching  is  invading  the  pulpit,  and  that  it  can 
be  preached  there  is  proof  of  its  still  stronger  hold  on  the  mass  of  the 
people. 

The  other  aspect  of  the  matter  is  that  the  New  Theolog'-y,  had  it  been 
purely  doctrinal,  might  long  ago  have  fizzled  out.  What  has  really  kept  it 
alive  has  been  its  association  with  a  certain  social  teaching,  although  in 
this  field  Mr.  Campbell,  by  leaving  the  supernatural  discreetly  alone,  or  by 
expressing  his  doctrine  of  Deity  in  a  way  that  few  understand  and  maiiy 
m.ay  read  into  almost  any  meaning  they  like,  has  undoubtedly  managed  to 
keep  a  number  of  people  who  are  interested  in  social  questions  in  touch 
with  the  New  Theology,  while  supplying  them  with  the  comforting  feeling- 
that  they  are  still  profoundly  religious — all  the  niore  comforting,  perhaps, 
becausa  few  of  them  understand  it.  The  gratifying  feature  is  that  not  even 
a  popular  preacher  in  a  well-known  pulpit  can  keep  people  interested  in 
theology.  Jesus  the  thaumaturgist  few  care  about.  Jesus  the  pioneer 
Socialist,  the  advocate  of  land  nationalization.  State  education  and  State 
maintenance  of  hungry  children,  m.ay  still  attract  many — until  they  find  out 
whai  a  farce  the  whoe  business  is. 

The  growth  ot  liberal  thought  during  the  past  year  has  been  most  marked. 
From  one  point  of  view  it  is  pure  gain  ;  but  from  another  it  may  threaten 
loss.  For,  unfortunately,  a  liberalizing  of  thought  does  not  always  mean 
stronger  or  more  robust  thinking.  Sometimes  it  acts  in  quite  the  contrary 
manner.  Most  men  are  intellectually  lazy.  If  there  is  an  active  stiniulus 
at  work  they  may  work  their  mental  machinery  for  all  it  is  worth  and  may 
be  induced  to  carry  their  ideas  to  their  logical  eonclusions.  But  if  the 
stimulus  is  withdrawn  the  activity  ceases,  and  they  stagnate  until  some 
new  force  operates  on  them.  While  Christian  doctrines  were  obviously 
barbarous,    and   organised   Christianity    openly   oppressive,    there    existed 
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plenty  of  incentive  to  keep  intellectually  active  such  as  were  capable  of  the 
effort.  But  with  Christian  teaching  humanized — while  yet  as  intrinsically 
objectionable,  and  Christian  organizations  professing- liberalism — although 
really  as  hostile  to  genuine  liberty  as  ever,  there  is  a  very  real  danger  of 
eflfort  being  relaxed.  In  this  respect  every  step  in  the  liberalising  of  Chris- 
tian teaching  promises  danger.  Thousands  who  would  otherwise  be 
actively  engaged  in  aggressive  Freethought  work  are,  by  such  tactics, 
induced  to  hold  their  hand,  imagining  that  the  fight  is  over.  Never  was 
there  a  greater  mistake.  The  intellectual  and  social  danger  of  organized 
superstition  is  not  destroyed  because  it  no  longer  dares  to  achieve  its  ends 
by  open  methods.  Religion  is  never  so  dangerous  as  when  it  professes  a 
tolerance  it  cannot  appreciate  and  will  not  exercise.  And  there  is  always 
the  possibility  of  a  reaction. 

In  the  New  Year,  as  in  the  old,  our  work  is  to  keep  the  old  flag  flying, 
and  the  old  movement  afoot.  That  work  has  in  the  past  borne  splendid 
results,  and  it  will  bear  still  greater  ones  in  the  future.  These  results 
were  not  always  easily  apparent,  but  they  were  none  the  less  real.  It  has 
been  the  lot  of  the  fighting  section  of  the  Freethought  world  to  initiate 
many  movements  of  which  others  have  reaped  the  benefits,  and  others 
often  claimed,  and  received,  the  credit.  It  is  when  one  looks  back  and 
considers  what  things  were,  and  then  looks  round  upon  what  things  are, 
that  we  realize  how  great  the  advance  has  been.  That  advance  has  b^en 
won — so  far  as  it  has  been  due  to  conscious  action — by  the  eflforts  of  a 
mere  handful  of  men  in  conflict  with  one  of  the  greatest  and  the  most 
unscrupulous  of  organized  superstitions.  Those  pioneers,  who  fought 
with  their  lives  and  liberties  in  constant  danger,  are,  we  hope,  not  without 
their  representatives  to-day  ;  and  it  is  at  least  something  to  a  nation  that 
there  exists  within  it  a  party  free  from,  and  superior  to,  all  sectarian 
entanglements,  but  who  stands  simply  for  the  right  of  truth  against  error, 
of  reason  against  superstition,  and  for  the  supreme  value  of  human  dignity 

and  justice. 

»  ^  • 

Our  educational  system  still  fails  in  its  greatest  purpose  ;  it  fails  to  pro- 
duce the  citizen.  We  are  still  training  in  our  schools  and  colleges  young 
barbarians  by  barbarian  methods  ;  and  we  turn  them  out  half  socialized, 
and  expect  them  to  be  model  citizens.  We  wonder  why  it  is  that  edu- 
cation fails  to  free  us  from  crime,  but  develops  among  the  educated  fre- 
quently only  more  adroit  and  subtle  anti-social  action  ;  why  it  is  that  we  are 
now  troubled,  not  with  the  highwayman  and  vulgar  thief,  but  with  the 
cultured  freebooter  and  "grafter"  of  modern  business  and  professional 
life.  It  must  be  evident,  even  to  those  who  reflect  but  little,  that  what 
is  wrong  is  not  education  itself,  but  our  particular  system  of  education. — 
I'rof.   (jhfirks  A.  Ell  wood  ^  University  of  Missouri  y  in  School  Revieiv. 


SECULAR  THOUGHT.  41 


"THE   RAID  ON  PROSPERITY." 


BY    B.     F.     UNDERWOOD,     OUIXCV,     ILL. 

The  above  is  the  title  of  a  volume  just  issued  by  D.  Appleton 
&  Co.,  from  the  pen  of  James  Roscoe  Day,  Chancellor  of  the 
Svracuse  University.  Chancellor  Day  is  an  LL.D.  and  was 
for  a  number  of  years  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  denomi- 
nation. Once  he  held  a  bishopric,  which  position  he  resig^ned, 
for  what  reason  we  do  not  know.  He  is  best  known  as 
Chancellor  of  the  Syracuse  University,  and  as  such  he  is  most 
widely  known  bv  his  utterances  made  some  ^•ear  and  a  half 
ago  in  defence  of  Rockefeller  and  the  corporations,  in  repl) 
to  references  and  actions  by  Roosevelt  and  his  administration. 
It  seems  that  J.  D.  Rockefeller  has  been  a  liberal  contributor 
to  the  support  of  the  Syracuse  University,  and  this  fact  has 
been  used  much  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  Chancellor,  who 
has  been  charged  with  toad}-ing  to  the  oil  king  and  to  cor- 
poration influences  because  of  the  money  received  and  expected 
from  these  sources. 

"The  Raid  on  Prosperity  "  is  a  vigorous  discussion  of  the 
rights  of  business  and  of  property,  as  well  as  of  individuals. 
It  is  largely  a  defence  of  corporations  and  of  their  methods,  of 
their  right  to  accumulate  colossal  fortunes  and  of  the  beneficial 
influences  which  result  therefrom.  The  Standard  Oil  Trust  is 
eulogized  for  its  honesty,  and  such  words  as  "octopus," 
"  predatory,"  etc.,  as  applied  to  it,  are  deprecated  and  de- 
nounced. Chancellor  Day  enters  into  a  detailed  defence  of 
the  Standard  Oil  Company,  in  which  he  justifies  its  competi- 
tive and  crushing-out  methods,  and  denies  that  it  has  been 
guilty  of  receiving  rebates  since  the  laws  were  passed 
prohibiting  them.  If  he  had  waited  until  Commissioner  of 
Corporations  Smith  had  issued  his  recent  statement,  the 
Chancellor  would  have  been  disposed  to  omit  this  portion  of 
his  work  or  to  have  modified  it  very  considerabh". 

The  truth  is,  this  work  is  a  defence  of  the  plutocratic 
classes  against  the  classes  of  labor,  an  apology  for  and  defence 
of  the  great  combinations  of  capital,  and  nothing  but  criticism 
for  the  labor  organizations  of  the  countr}-.  Mr.  Rockefeller 
himself  could  not  have  written  a  more  partial  or  one-sided  and 
unfair  statement  of  the  industrial  situation  and  corporate 
methods  than    is   presented  in    this  work.      He  deplores  the 
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prosecution  of  corporations  for  the  offences  of  which  they  are 
accused  ;  and  the  work  of  ferretting-  out  g-raft  and  fraud,  the 
business  of  "finding"  odors"  by  special  attorneys  and  agents 
of  the  g-overnment,  and  of  "bringing"  them  to  the  president  to 
sample,"  is  treated  with  bitter  sarcasm. 

"The  spirit  of  investig"ation,"  he  says,  "has  discredited 
nearly  every  man's  business  and  posted  warning's  everywhere 
until  men  do  not  know  where  to  insure  their  lives  or  where  to 
invest  their  saving's." 

"  Nothing"  on  earth  but  this  unwise  and  useless  investig"a- 
tion  could  stop  the  prog"ress  of  the  most  prosperous  age  th^ 
world  hasever  seen,"  says  Chancellor  Day,  and  he  would  have 
all  the  commissions  "which  must  justify  their  existence  by 
smelling  for  rotten  things,"  dismissed.  In  reply  to  the 
complaints  made  against  ill-gotten  "swollen  fortunes,"  he 
savs  that  wages  also  have  been  swollen,  and  he  puts  the  rise 
in  wao-es  and  salaries  as  an  offset  to  the  accumulation  of  vast 
fortunes  by  methods  such  as  high  finance  may  command,  but 
which  neither  the  moral  law  nor  the  law  c^f  the  land  approves. 
Even  an  inheritance-  or  an  income-tax  with  the  Chancellor 
means  "sequestration." 

The  Chancellor  seems  to  have  an  almost  morbid  admiration 
of  wealth.  He  seems  to  look  for  the  redemption  of  the  race 
through  wealth.  As  an  unqualified  worshipper  of  the  Golden 
Calf,  he  takes  the  cake. 

Dr.  Day  several  times  mentions  Christ  in  support  of  the 
rights  of  wealth,  and  says  that  Christ's  teachings  have 
encouraged  and  promoted  wealth,  that  Jesus  loved  a  rich 
voung  man,  etc.  He  forgets  to  tell  us  what  Christ  said  to 
that  young  man,  who  had  kept  all  the  conimandments  :  "  One 
thinp"  thou  lackest  :  o-q  thv  wav,  sell  whatsoever  thou  hast, 
and  give  to  the  poor,  and  thou  shalt  have  treasures  in  heaven  ; 
and  come,  take  up  the  cross  and  follow  me."  The  young  man 
went  away  grieved  ;  for  he  had  great  possessions.  Then  Jesus 
said  to  his  disciples,  "  How  hardly  shall  they  that  have  riches 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God.  .  .  It  is  easier  for  a  camel  to 
go  through  the  eye  of  a  needle  than  for  a  rich  man  to  enter 
into  the  king"dom  of  God."  On  another  occasion  Jesus  said 
to  his  disciples  :  "  Blessed  be  ye  poor  :  for  yours  is  the  king- 
dom of  God.  .  .  .  But  woe  unto  you  that  are  rich  !  for  ye 
have  received  your  consolation."  Dives,  the  rich  man,  went 
to  hell  :    Lazarus  to  Abraham's  bosom. 
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Why  does  Dr.  Day  refer  to  Jesus,  who  had  not  where  to  Ia\- 
his  head,  and  taug^ht  a  cult  of  poverty,  in  support  of  the  view 
that  the  Nazarene  was  a  g-reat  friend  of  wealth  ?  And  why 
absurdly  claim  that  teachings  of  the  Xazarene  have  promoted 
wealth  when  he  taught  men  to  take  no  thought  of  the  morrow, 
not  to  lay  up  treasures  here  on  earth,  etc.,  and  when  the  world 
has  p-fown  rich  and  vast  fortunes  have  been  accumulated  in 
proportion  as  men  have  disreg"arded  these  injunctions  and 
given  most  of  their  time,  thought  and  energies  to  money- 
making  pursuits?  "Times  change  and  men  change  with 
them."  What  was  said  by  the  Jewish  Reformer  nearly  2,000 
years  ago  to  the  poor  people  who  lived  on  the  banks  of  the 
Jordan  and  along  the  shores  of  the  Sea  of  Tiberias  was 
perhaps  suited  to  the  condition — one  of  extreme  poverty  and 
wretchedness — in  which  the  people  lived  ;  but  how  can  a  man 
of  ordinary  knowledge  quote  th^se  teachings  to  sustain  big 
fortunes,  trusts  and  corporate  influences  in  this  age  of  intense 
industrialism  ?  This  is  only  a  sample  of  the  Chancellor's 
attempts,  in  which  his  zeal  outstrips  his  judgment,  to  make 
points  in  favor  of  millionaires  and  corporations,  by  the  use  of 
names  or  the  citation  of  authorities. 

We  do  not  question  Chancellor  Day's  sincerity  nor  do  we 
deny  that  he  has  presented  his  views  with  directness,  vigor 
and  courage,  but  we  do  not  see  that  he  has  made  any  contri- 
bution whatever  to  human  knowledge,  while  he  has  directed 
much  of  his  argument  against  men  of  straw,  which  he  has 
himself  set  up.  No  reasonable  person  finds  fault  with  large 
fortunes.  What  people  find  fault  with  is  the  accumulation 
by  dishonest  methods  ;  methods  whieh  take  money  from  the 
pockets  of  the  people  by  the  forming  of  conspiracies  to  keep 
up  prices  and  to  keep  the  people  from  purchasing  at  lower 
rates,  a  method  that  the  trusts,  most  of  which  are  aided  by 
the  protective  tariff,  have  uniformly  pursued.  People  do  not 
find  fault  with  men  for  uniting  and  co-operating  in  carr}'ing 
on  business,  but  for  putting  their  heads  together,  limiting 
production,  raising  prices  and  making  it  harder  for  the  people 
to  live.  In  fact,  it  is  the  dishonest  methods  and  not  the 
legitimate  methods  of  business  with  which  the  people  find 
fault,  and  these  methods  are  touched  on  very  lightly  by 
Chancellor  Day,  his  language  in  dealing  \vith  them  being  the 
language  of  apology  and  excuse. 

On  the  whole,  the  book  is  so  thoroughly  plut5cratic  in  its 
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views  and  sympathies  and  so  harsh  and  unsympathetic  in 
deahnq-  with  labor  unions  that  we  do  not  believe  it  can  have 
much  influence  with  any  class  of  readers. 

Some  of  the  criticism  of  Roosevelt  is  pertinent,  but  for  the 
most  part  it  is  criticism  for  the  performance  of  duty  rather 
than  for  usurpation  of  authority  that  does  not  appertain  to  his 
office. 


THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  UNDERSTANDING. 

SriXOZA,    QUOTED    BY    PROF.     E.     E.     POWELL    IN     "  SPINOZA    AND    RELIGION." 

After  experience  had  taug'ht  me  that  all  the  things  which 
frequently  obtain  in  ordinary  life  were  vain  and  futile  ;  when 
I  saw  that  all  thing-s  which  I  was  wont  to  fear  were  neither 
g'ood  nor  bad,  except  in  so  far  as  the  mind  is  affected  by 
them  ;  I  finally  decided  to  inquire  whether  there  were  some- 
thing that  is  an  attainable  real  g"Ood,  by  which  alone,  all 
other  things  having  been  rejected,  the  mind  would  be  affected  ; 
whether,  indeed,  there  would  be  something- which,  when  found 
and  possessed,  would  enable  mc  to  enjoy  continual  and 
supreme  happiness  forever.  I  say  "finally  decided,"  for  at 
first  thought  it  seemed  unwise  to  be  willing"  to  drop  a  certain 
thing  for  one  as  vet  uncertain.  I  saw  in  fact  the  advantages 
of  honor  and  riches,  and  that  I  should  be  forced  to  renounce 
the  pursuit  of  them,  if  I  wished  to  give  serious  attention  to 
something  different  and  new  ;  and,  if  perchance  the  hig-hest 
happiness  really  resided  in  those  things,  I  saw  that  I  should 
be  deprived  of  it ;  but  if  it  did  not  reside  in  them  and  I  should 
give  attention  to  them,  I  should  also  be  deprived  of  the  hig-hest 
happiness. 

I  considered  the  question,  therefore,  whether  it  were  not 
perhaps  possible  to  arrive  at  a  new  mode  of  life,  or  at  least  at 
a  certainty  concerning  its  existence,  without  changing-  the 
usual  conduct  of  my  life  ;  but  I  often  attempted  it  in  vain. 
For  those  things  in  life  which,  as  is  evident  from  men's  actions, 
are  esteemed  to  be  the  hig-hest  good,  may  be  reduced  to  these 
three  :  riches,  honor,  and  sensual  pleasure.  By  these  three 
things  the  mind  is  so  distracted  that  it  is  able  to  think  very 
little  about  any  other  g-ood.  For  as  regards  sensual  pleasure 
(he  mind  is  thereby  rendered  so  inactive  that  it  rests  in  it  as  if 
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in  some  real  tfbod  ;  so  that  it  is  in  the  hig-hest  degree  hindered 
from  thinking"  about  any  other ;  and  such  enjoyment  is 
followed  by  the  greatest  depression  of  spirits,  whicli,  if  it  does 
not  suspend  the  mind's   activity,  at  least  disturbs  and  dulls  it. 

By  the  pursuit  of  honors  and  riches  also  the  mind  is  not  a 
little  distracted,  especially  when  they  are  sought  for  their  own 
sake  ;  for  then  they  are  assumed  to  be  the  sunumim  borutni. 
But  by  honor  the  mind  is  still  more  distracted  than  by  riches  ; 
for  it  is  always  supposed  to  be  good  for  its  own  sake,  and  as  a 
final  end,  to  the  attainment  of  which  all  things  are  employed 
as  means.    .    .    . 

When  I  saw,  therefore,  that  all  these  things  would  hinder 
me  from  applying  myself  to  any  new  mode  of  life  ;  that,  in 
fact,  they  were  so  opposed  thereto,  that  either  the  one  or  the 
other  would  have  to  be  renounced,  I  was  compelled  to  inquire, 

which  would   be  the  more  advantageous  to  me After 

earnest  reflection,  I  came  to  see  that  I  should  be  leaving 
certain  evils  for  a  certain  good.  .  .  .  The  evils  were  seen  to 
have  resulted  from  the  fact,  that  happiness  or  unhappiness 
depends  on  the  quality  of  the  object  loved.  For  unless  a 
thing  is  loved,  no  quarrels  arise  concerning  it  ;  and  there  will 
be  no  sadness  if  it  perish,  no  envy  if  it  is  possessed  by  another, 
— no  fear,  no  hatred,  in  a  word,  no  perturbations  of  the  mind 
at  all.  Ail  these  arise  when  we  love  those  things  which  can 
perish,  such  as  the  objects  of  uhich  I  have  just  spoken.  But 
love  towards  an  eternal  and  infinite  thing  feeds  the  mind  with 
joy  only  and  is  free  from  all  sadness." 


OBSTACLES  TO  SOCIAL  IMPROVEMENT. 


-:o:- 


BY    PROF.     WARD    IN     ' '  DVN.AMIC    SOCIOLOGY. 

:o: 

IVIORAL  and  social  sciences  labor  under  difficulties  from  which  all  other 
sciences  are  exempt.  While"  in  the  physical  sciences  every  attempt  to  go 
back  to  fundamental  principles  is  deemed  highly  proper  and  praiseworthy, 
the  original  truths  upon  which  society  and  morality  rest  cannot  be  laid 
bare  and  plainly  stated  for  fear  of  shaking  the  morbid  sense  of  the  civilized 
world.  To  do  so  would  be  to  call  down  a  storm  of  indignation  from  the 
majority  of  mankind.  This  denunciation  is  no  less  effective  because  irra- 
tional. Those  who  use  it  thereby  show  that  they  have  no  grounded  con- 
ception of  the  origin  of  society  or  the   basis   of  human    action.      The   fore- 
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most  thinkers  are,  therefore,  oblig"ed  to  refrain  from  profhulg-ating-  the  real 
truths  that  underlie  society  and  conduct,  throug'h  fear  of  actually  obstruct- 
ini^  the  progress  of  the  world.  A  wise  man  has  declared  that  "  the  great- 
est intellectual  benefactors  of  mankind  have  never  dared,  and  dare  not 
now,  to  utter  the  whole  of  their  thought."  But  this  timidity  is  usually  due 
to  a  truly  philosophical  fear  of  jeopardizing  the  very  cause  which  they  hold 
most  dear.  The  impolite  class  of  theoretical  reformers  who  have  the  habit 
of  charging  such  people  with  moral  cowardice,  are  themselves  only  fit  to 
lead  a  forlorn  hope,  and  frequently  thereby  engender  a  deplorable  reaction. 

There  is  scarcely  an  important  principle  of  sociology  which  has  not 
shocked  the  sense  of  the  age  and  been  met  with  condemnation  as  calcu- 
lated to  upturn  the  established  order.  The  primary  laws  of  human  action, 
upon  which  both  social  and  mora!  science  rest,  cannot  be  stated  in  the 
simple  language  of  science.  Men  do  not  want  to  know  that  their  life  is 
capable  of  analysis  into  simple  phj'sical  principles.  They  prefer  to  contem- 
plate themselves  as  something  entirely  preternatural.  The  science  of  hu- 
man conduct  is  particularly  objectionable.  Every  rational  analysis  of 
human  action  tends  to-ground  it  in  egoism  and  assimilate  it  to  animal  ac- 
tion. Very  few  want  to  know  such  truths.  That  the  most  disinterested 
action  should  result  from  the  effort  of  the  actor  to  experience  pleasure  is  a 
truth  repugnant  to  the  human  mind.  It  belongs  to  the  list  of  unwelcome 
truths,  like  that  of  the  genetic  development  of  the  race  from  a  less  highly 
organized  state.  (Sir  Charles  Lyall's  "  Principles  of  Geology,"  vol.  ii.,  p. 
501.      Prof.  S.  Peirce  in  "  Popular  Science  Monthly,"  vol.  xiii.,  p.  477.) 

And  thus  is  social  progress  thwarted  at  every  step.  The  various  insti- 
tutions established  in  society  are  hedged  about  with  a  sanctity  which  it 
would  be  sacrilege  to  invade.  To  show  how  they  originated,  or  even  to 
assert  that  the}-  have  had  an  origin  in  the  nature  of  things,  is  a  task  which 
only  brave  minds  will  undertake,  and  that  with  little  hope  of  convincing 
anybody. 

These,  we  say,  are  among  the  obstacles  which  the  science  of  sociology 
has  to  encounter  beyond  all  that  lies  in  the  path  of  the  other  sciences. 
And,  if  other  sciences  have  sometimes  been  similarly  haiiipered  lo  a  limited 
degree,  it  has  only  been  in  proportion  as  it  was  vaguely  apprehended  that 
similar  explanations  might  thereby  be  made  easier  of  the  more  complex 
phenom6na  of  life,  mind  and  action. 

Among  other  means  by  which  progress  defeats  itself  is  the  circumstance 
that  all  the  labor  performed  in  the  interest  of  progress  is  unremunerative. 
Most  of  the  labor  incident  to  scientific  discovery  has  to  be  done  gratui- 
tously, as  it  commands  no  price.  In  fact,  much  of  it  has  to  encounter 
strong  opposition,  so  that  there  have  even  been  martyrs  to  science.  The 
utterance  of  progressive  ideas  is  not  welcomed,  much  less   paid   for.     The 


SECULAR  THOUGHT. 


lucrative  employments  are  all  non-proi^ressive.  Those  receive  most  who 
labor  solely  for  the  maintenance  ot^  the  existing  statim,  such  as  lawyers, 
judges,  officers  of  government  ;  and,  in  civil  life,  merchants  and  various 
non-producing  professions.  In  the  literary  world  the  only  writers  that  are 
paid  are  those  who  describe  things  as  they  are,  and  the  more  superficial 
and  trivial  the  subject  written  upon  the  greater  the  compensation.  Those 
who  are  able  to  tell  us  how  things  were  in  the  remote  past,  how  they  are 
to  be  in  the  remote  future,  or  how  they  should  be  in  the  present — these 
must  work  for  nothing,  and  meet  with  perpetual  opposition  besides. 

The  three  classes  who  have  made  all  the  contributions  to  the  world's  ad. 
vancement  have  thus  performed  only  a  "labor  of  love."  These  are  the 
mechanical  inventor,  the  scientific  discoverer  and  the  philosophical  thinker. 

The  reformer  necessarily  labors  in  an  untried  field.  His  principles  are, 
in  fact,  often  unsound,  and  however  sound,  they  are  always  mistrusted. 
Success  is  the  only  commodity  that  commands  a  price.  But  the  inventor, 
the  discoverer  and  the  thinker  work  not  for  the  present,  but  for  the  future. 
They  rarely  hope  that  their  efforts  will  be  crowned  with  practical  success 
during  their  own  lives.  How,  then,  can  they  look  for  material  reward? 
They  do  not,  and  it  cannot  be  seriously  complained  that  it  is  not  con- 
ferred. It  is  not  to  complain  that  these  facts  are  here  brought  forward, 
but  rather  to  show  that  in  the  very  nature  of  things  all  human  progress, 
so  long  as  spontaneous  or  genetic,  i.e.,  so  long  as  not  teleological,  must 
operate  to  its  own  greatest  disadvantage,  and  perpetually  defeat  itself. 

Modern  society  is  in  such  a  state  that  not  only  is  it  the  worthless  that 
commands  the  pay,  but  the  truly  valuable  is  systematically  kept  out  of  view. 
Those  having  the  least  merit  have  the  most  love  of  applause.  It  is  suffi- 
cient to  make  one  believe  in  the  alleged  degeneracy  of  the  times  to  see  the 
zeal  for  "cheap  notoriety"  evinced  by  persons  having  no  merits,  and  the 
willingness  of  society  at  large,  through  the  press  and  in  other  ways,  to  co- 
operate in  the  work.  The  really  meritorious  person  shrinks  from  noto- 
riety and  scorns  applause  not  rendered  to  merit  alone.  Yet  merit  is  rarely 
sufficiently  appreciated  to  secure  its  own  public  mention.  It  has,  there- 
fore, come  to  be  a  tolerably  safe  inference,  whenever  such  public  mention 
^s  made,  to  assume  that  it  has  been  directly  or  indirectly  procured  by  the 
party  complimented.  In  this,  way  the  true  condition  of  society  is  not  only 
never  known,  but  what  is  precisely  the  reverse  of  its  true  condition  is  pub- 
licly believed  to  exist. 

Human  progress  is  further  defeated  by  man's  ignorance  of  his  own  inte- 
rests. Those  who  most  strenuously  oppose  measures  of  reform  are  usually 
the  ones  who  would  be  most  benefited  by  their  adoption.  Just  as  the  slave 
often  declares  his  preference  for  slavery  and  helps  his  master  to  rivet  his 
chains,  so  the  ignorant  generally  denounce  intelligence,  and  do  all  in  their 
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power  to  prevent  the  liiJ^ht  reaching-  them.  It  is  a  paradox  in  matters  of 
education  that  those  who  vote  against  it  thus  really  prove  their  need  of  it. 
The  unlettered  man  of  large  family  whose  children  might,  by  the  laws  of 
many  localities,  be  educated  at  the  expense  of  the  rich  man  of  small  family, 
is  usually  found  joining  with  the  latter  to  destroy  this  precious  advantage. 

The  laboring  masses  follow  after  designing  demagogues,  who  promise 
impossibilities  to  secure  personal  gain.  They  reject  the  wiser  counsel  of 
their  real  friends,  who  place  less  stress  upon  them  from  fear  of  being  sus- 
pected of  self-seeking.  And  so  it  is  throughout  ;  so  that  the  philosopher 
often  finds  himself  wondering  how  any  progress  can  take  place  at  all  when 
everything  seems  to  conspire  to  make  bad  worse.  And,  in  fact,  whatever 
advance  is  made  is  due  to  "natural  selection,"  and  is,  in  one  sense,  the 
result  of  chance.  Only  progressive  or  at  most  stationary  societies  can  sur- 
vive. All  others  (and  they  may  have  been  many)  have  disappeared.  The 
most  that  can  be  said  is  that  society  exists  because  it  is  not  retrogressive, 
and  this  explains  in  the  only  scientific  way  why  it  is  progressive. 

But  it  is  only  of  genetic  or  passive  progress  that  we  have  spoken,  for, 
unfortunately,  this  is  about  all  that  has  thus  far  taken  place.  The  era  of 
teleological  or  artificial  progress  has  not  yet  begun.  It  may  never  begin, 
but,  until  it  does  so,  society  is  as  liable  to  succumb  to  an  adverse  wave  of 
reaction,  and  suflfer  extinction,  as  is  any  race  or  species  of  animals  or 
plants  ;   and  we  know  that  this  is  constantly  occurring. 

To  overcome  these  manifold  hindrances  to  human  progress,  to  check 
this  enormous  waste  of  resources,  to  calm  these  rythmic  billows  of  h)  per- 
action  and  reaction,  to  secure  the  rational  adaptation  of  means  to  remote 
ends,  to  prevent  the  natural  forces  from  clashing  with  the  human  feelings, 
to  make  the  current  of  physical  phenomena  flow  in  the  channel  of  human 
advantage — these  are  some  of  the  tasks  which  belong  to  the  great  art 
which  forms  the  final  or  active  department  of  the  science  of  society — this, 
in  brief,  is  Di/naniic  Socioloyy.  "  Voir  pour  prevoir  "  ;  ^^ /jrevoi/auce,  d'  ou 
action,"  (Comte,  "  Philosophic  Positive,"  vol.  vi.,  p.  6i8.)  predict  in  order 
lO  control,  such  is  the  logical  history  and  process  of  all  science  ;  and,  if 
sociology  is  a  science    such  must  be  its  destiny  and  its  legitimate  fiuiction. 


Husband  :  "This  house  is  as  cold  as  a  barn,  all  the  doors  are  swinging 
open,  the  children  yelling,  no  signs  of  supper,  no " 

Wife  :  "  Why,  my  dear,  how  unreasonable  you  are  !  Vou  are  absolutely 
brutal.  The  idea  of  talking  that  way,  after  I've  worked  like  a  slave  the 
whole  afternoon  trying  to  finish  this  '  Heaven  Bless  Our  Home  '  motto  for 
the  front  hall." 
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The  Boulter   "Blasphemy"  Case. 

This  case  forms  a  good  illustration  for  Canadians  of  what 
they  may  reasonably  expect  if  they  continue  their  present 
supine  policy  of  indifference  to  ecclesiastical  encroachments. 
The  case  occurred  in  London,  England,  but  it  will  awaken  a 
desire  to  imitate  it  in  many  a  Canadian  priestly  bigot's  breast. 
Boulter,  it  seems,  had  been  for  some  time  engaged  as  a  sort 
of  anti-Christian  free  lance  in  the  street  preaching  brigade, 
being  unknown  to  and  unconnected  with  the  English  National 
Secular  Society,  of  which  Mr.  G.W.  Foote  is  president,  though 
he  was  selling  books  for  the  Rationalist  Press  Association. 
But  a  few  weeks  ag-o  some  of  his  utterances  irritated  a  Chris- 
tian opponent,  and  Boidter  was  arrested  and  taken  before  a 
magistrate  on  a  charge  of  blasphemy  and  obscenity.  The 
obscenity  was  described  as  being  so  bestial  in  character  that 
the  magistrate  decided  to  hear  the  case  in  private  ;  and  there 
is  little  doubt  that  the  intention  was  to  send  Boulter  to  prison 
on  a  disgraceful  charge  without  giving  him  a  fair  and  open 
trial.  The  prosecution,  however,  had  reckoned  without  their 
host.  Boulter  had  appealed  to  those  from  whom  he  thought 
he  had  a  rig-ht  to  expect  help,  but  the  only  one  who  appeared 
on  the  scene  in  response  was  Mr.  Foote,  to  whom  he  was  a 
total  stranger.  Mr.  Foote  at  once  took  measures  to  defend 
Boulter,  pledging  the  resources  of  the  National  Secular  So- 
ciety for  the  purpose. 

At  this  point  there  was  a  remarkable  change  in  the  case. 
Boulter's  counsel  protested  against  the  case  being  heard  in  a 
court  with  closed  doors  and  retired,  and  the  magistrate,  finding 
that  Boulter  had  secured  able  counsel,  opened  the  court,  per- 
mitted the  prosecution   to  withdraw   the  charge  of  obscenity, 
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and  finally  committed  the  prisoner  for  trial  at  the  Old  Bailey 
on  the  charg'e  of  blasphemy.  The  trial  was  to  take  place 
about  the  4th  of  February,  and  the  services  of  good  counsel 
were  eng-ag-ed,  who  will  have  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Foote's  rather 
intimate  acquaintance  with  the  working^s  of  the  Blasphemy 
Laws,  under  which  he  was  sentenced  tc^  a  year's  imprisonment 
in  Hollowa^■  Gaol  for  leofitimate  criticism  of  Christianity. 


Mr.  Foote,  Presidext  of   the  National  Secular  Society. 

We  cannot  avoid  expressing-  our  appreciation  o(  the  energ-\- 
displayed  by  Mr.  Foote  and  his  g-enerous  treatment  of  a  total 
strang-er  suffering-  under  unjust  persecution.  We  have  often 
admired  the  abilitss  culture  and  vigor  displayed  in  Mr.  Foote's 
literary  work,  and  we  are  sorry  to  observe  that,  in  consequence 
of  the  decrease  in  revenue  from  the  publication  of  the  Free- 
thinker^ his  friends  have  found  it  necessary  to  make  an  appeal 
to  the  Secular  world  to  create  a  fund  for  his  benefit — to  take 
the  shape  of  an  aiinuity.  We  can  only  hope  that  the  appeal 
will  be  generously  answered,  Mr.  Foote  is,  in  our  opinion, 
by  far  the  most  capable  Freethought  advocate  in  Britain.  He 
is  a  clear  and  logical  thinker,  an.  exceptionally  good  platform 
speaker,  and  his  literary  work  provt-s  him  to  be  a  widely-read 
and  cultured  scholar,  deeply  inibued  with  a  keen  appreciation 
of  the  grandest  and  subtlest  beauties  of  Fnglish  literature. 
His  articles  in  the  Freethinker  are  often  fine  specimens  of 
polemic  literature  that  cannot  be  matched  for  their  brc»ad  and 
to;erant  views,  incisive  lo<'"ic,  and  p-raceful  and  discriminatino- 
use  of  words  by  the  productions  of  any  writer  in  the  periodical 
literature  of  our  day  ;  and  it  seems  to  us  to  be  a  lamentable 
thing  that  the  invaluable  abilities  of  such  a  man  should  be 
squandered  on  the  office  drudgery  of  a  sub-editor.  We  hope 
soon  to  hear  that  the  fund  to  be  raised  will  be  sufiicient  to 
place  him  in  a  position  in  which  he  will  be  free  from  the  office 
drudgery,  and  in  which  lie  will  have  leisure  to  devote  himself 
to  his  most  cherished  work. 


Sir  Oliver   Lodge   Talks  With  the   Dead. 

This  age  will  undoubtedl\-  be  known  as  an  age  of  wideh- 
spread  superstitution,  even  if  it  is  also  known  as  an  age  of 
the  most   radical   scientific   research.     The  vast  developments 
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in  the  arts  and  sciences  that  liave  marked  the  past  century 
have,  naturally  enoug'h,  not  been  without  their  drawbacks, 
the  greatest  of  which  has  been  the  tendency  to  specialization, 
resulting"  in  the  comparative  enslavement  of  the  masses,  the 
fostering  of  monopolies,  and  the  accumulation  of  immense 
wealth  in  the  hands  of  a  few  individuals  ;  nor  could  it  have 
been  expected  that  there  should  bean  uninterrupted  triumphal 
march  of  improvement,  when  we  remember  that  many  of  the 
most  deeply  rooted  prejudices  and  sentiments  and  the  strongest 
class  interests  were  intimately  bound  up  with  superstitions  the 
roots  of  which  can  be  traced  back  to  pre-historic  times. 

But  it  is  not  at  all  easy  to  understand  hovv-  somiC  of  the 
most  prominent  men  in  the  scientific  world  itself  should  prove 
themselves  to  be  still  under  the  spell  of  supernaturalism  ; 
more  especially  when  we  remember  that  such  men  have  little 
if  anything  to  gain  by  pandering  to  popular  credulity  or  class 
interest.  For,  if  one  thing  is  clear  more  than  any  other,  it  is, 
that  truth  is  the  supreme  goal  to  be  achieved  by  every  man 
who  values  his  reputation  in  the  scientific  world,  whether 
merely  for  to-day  or  for  the  future. 

Oliver  Lodge,  William  Crookes,  and  Alfred  Russell  Wallace 
are  three  men  who  have  been  honored  for  their  great  scientific 
works,  and  yet  each  one  of  them  has  given  way  to  some  form 
of  the  current  vulg^ar  superstitions.  Sir  Oliver  Lodge  has  just 
given  "  Spiritualism  "  a  great  boost  by  announcing  before  the 
Psychical  Research  Society  that  he  has  demonstrated  the  truth 
of  its  postulate  that  the  dead  are  still  alive  and  can  send 
messages  to  the  living-.  It  is  needless  to  sav  that  there  is 
nothing  new  in  his  "facts  " — they  are  the  same  old  stories  of 
the  "control"  of  mediums  by  the  spirits  of  dead  people, 
causing  them  to  write  messages  concerning  matters  of  which 
the  mediums  were  totally  ignorant,  but  of  which  the  persons 
interested  knew  the  truth. 

Quite  decisivel}-  Sir  Oliver  savs  that  "  the  evidence  led  us 
to  realize  the  truth  of  telepathy  ;  "  which  might  be  interesting 
if  anything  like  a  satisfactory  test  of  its  truth  were  attempted. 
If  true,  telepathy  could  be  put  into  operation  by  any  two 
persons  who  chose  to  make  the  test.  But  it  is  unfortunate 
that,  instead  of  making  a  simple  and  crucial  test,  the  usual 
plan  is  to  make  so  many  preparations  against  fraud  that  the 
telepathy  would  be  hidden  even  if  it  existed.  Sir  Oliver 
appears  to  be  about  as  easily  satisfied  as  any  poor  mother  who 
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pays  a  medium  a  dollar  for  a  sphinx-like  m^ssag:  from  her 
drowned  sailor  boy. 

Sir  Oliver  likens  the  spirit-hunters  to  the  "excavators 
boring"  a  tunnel  from  opposite  ends  amid  the  roar  of  water  and 
other  noises,"  and  says  "we  are  beg'inning"  to  hear  now  and 
again  the  strokes  of  the  picks  of  our  comrades  on  the  other 
side.  The  boundary  between  the  present  and  the  future  states 
is  still  substantial,  but  it  is  wearing'  thin  in  places."  We 
suppose  it  is  easy  for  men  in  a  certain  state  of  mind  to  hear 
the  strokes  of  spiritual  picks  in  the  spiritual  hands  of  "  discar- 
nate  "  spirits  ;  but  it  only  proves  the  utter  folly  of  Sir  Oliver's 
facts  to  hear  him  talking-  of  the  "boundary  between  the 
present  and  the  future  states  ....  wearing"  thin  in  places." 
Have  the  spirits  no  more  efficient  tools  with  which  to  work 
than  humans  possess  ?  Fanc)'  a  spirit  digging-  with  his 
spiritual  pick  suddenly  striking-  a  thick  boulder  and  finding 
out  that  he  had  only  g-ot  into  a  professional  medium's  skull, 
when  he  was  trying"  to  reach  Sir  Oliver  Lodge's  brain  ;  Surely 
in  Summerland,  where  the  discarnate  ones  can  work  night  and 
day  and  seven  days  a  week,  they  might  make  better  progress  ; 
but  progress  seems  to  depend  entirely  on  the  amount  of  money 
to  be  expended  by  credulous  humanity. 

Sir  William  Ramsay  very  plainly  says  that  "  hallucination  " 
is  the  proper  word  to  apply  to  Sir  Oliver's  wonders.  He  was 
once  a  member  of  the  Psychical  Research  Society,  and  says 
he  acquired  the  conviction  that  most  of  their  works  were  sheer 
humbug.  Sir  William  Crookes  told  him,  he  sa\s,  many  far 
more  wonderful  things  than  Sir  Oliver  Lodge  now  announces, 
but,  though  he  saw  no  reason  to  doubt  Sir  William's  honesty, 
he  was  compelled  to  remain  a  sceptic.  The  wonder  is,  that 
men  of  scientific  attainments  can  find  time  to  waste  over  such 
senseless  tricks. 

William  Jenxlxgs   Bryan  in  Canada. 

Mr.  Br\an  has  been  honoring  Canada  with  a  visit  during- 
the  past  week  or  two,  and  has  aroused  great  enthusiasm  in 
the  religious  w^orld.  It  is  a  grand  thing  to  hear  a  prospective 
President  of  the  United  States  uttering  in  voluble  sentences 
;l  cong-lomeration  of  all  the  exploded  fallacies  of  the  Christian 
attacks  on  modern  science  of  the  past  centur}-.  It  proves  how 
low  is  the  standard  of  intelligence  and  culture  in  Canada  when 
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great  audiences,  comprisino-  many  of  the  leadings  members  of 
the  Government,  the  Legislature  and  the  Bar,  can  be  collected 
to  listen  to  a  politician  whose  addresses  read  as  if  their  author 
was  an  admirer  and  a  close  student  of  Talmag"e,  Moody  and 
Torrey.  As  a  sample  of  his  method,  we  note  his  objection  to 
the  use  of  the  word  "  liberal  "  to  describe  men  who  "  did  not 
believe  in  any  relig-ious  sect."  He  said  it  was  offensive  to  him. 
And  then  he  illustrated  his  meaning'  by  a  story.  He  had 
often  seen  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  g'oing-  home  drunk, 
and  one  day  the  local  paper  had  a  sketch  of  this  man's  career, 
noting-,  to  Mr.  Bryan's  disg-ust,  that  the  drunkard  "had  been 
broug^ht  up  in  the  Baptist  Church,  but  as  he  g^rew  older  he  had 
become  more  liberal  in  his  views."  This  effort  evoked  loud 
applause  and  laugfhter,  but  Mr.  Bryan  failed  to  remind  his 
hearers  that  all  his  "liberal"  sectarian  Baptist  training"  had 
not  prevented  the  man  from  succumbing-  to  the  attractions  of 
the  worship  of  Bacchus.  Christianity,  as  Mr.  Bryan  says, 
may  be  the  g-reat  moral  force  that  will  reg-enerate  the  world, 
but  it  will  have  to  be  a  different  Christianity  from  anv  sort  we 
have  so  far  heard  of,  for  hitherto  it  has  undoubtedly  failed  in 
saving-  either  nations  or  even  the  Christian  sectarians  them- 
selves from  the  worst  vices  and  crimes  that  afflict  humanity. 
To-day  there  is  far  more  drunkenness,  crime,  vice,  g-ambling, 
prostitution,  and  political  and  municipal  corruption  in  Chris- 
tian lands  than  has  ever  been  known  before  ;  poverty  seems 
to  be  on  the  increase,  with  little  prospect  of  improvement ;  and 
it  seems  as  if  the  Christian  nations  would  have  to  learn  from 
heathen  races  the  lessons  of  patriotism  and  uprig'htness  that 
alone  can  save  them  from  hopeless  deg-eneration. 


Exit  Darwinism. 

In  Mcontreal  Mr.  Br)an  addressed  immense  audiences,  and 
his  parodies  of  modern  ideas  seemed  to  delig-ht  the  orthodox 
Montrealers,  who  must  have  forgotten  Torrey's  fake  stories 
and  imag-ined  that  Bryan  was  telling-  them  something-  newer 
and  better  than  what  they  can  hear  from  a  common  preacher 
any  Sunday  in  the  year.  Mr.  Bryan,  of  course,  is  a  practised 
speaker  with  a  good  voice,  thoug-h  not  an  orator,  and  a  g-ood 
deal  of  his  success  may  be  due  to  the  possibility  of  his  being- 
elected  President.  Canadians,  like  Britons  and  Yankees,  are 
always  ready  to  cheer  a  king  or  a  prince,  a  president  or  a  man 
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who  wears  an  official  uniform,  with  a  title  before  his  name  or 
a  long  string  of  enigmatic  initials  after  it. 

Mr.  Bryan  omitted  to  say  anything  about  the  "i6to  i  "  cry 
on  which  he  sought  election  eight  years  ago.  Making  multi- 
millionaires bv  Government  fiat  is  not  such  a  winning-  scheme- 
as  it  then  seemed  to  be,  and  we  can  well  understand  that  the 
pious-Christian-apologist  racket  may  appear  to-day  to  be  far 
more  likely  to  spell  success  for  a  Presidential  candidate. 

The  Montrealers  must  have  been  greatly  edified  b)  Bryan's 
sermon  on  "  Christ  the  Prince  of  Peace,"  for  it  was  occupied 
mainly  with  the  ordinary  pulpit  "refutation  "  o(  Darwinism, 
which  affords  untold  bliss  to  the  weak-brained  candidates  for 
infinite  inanity.  With  infantile  philosophy,  Mr.  Bryan  said 
that  "  Man  is  a  religious  being  striving  after  realizations  of 
religious  conceptions  in  his  heart."  When  Thakambau  used 
to  take  delight  in  slaughtering  a  few  score  o(  his  captured 
enemies  or  an  occasional  unlucky  follower  with  his  divinely- 
spiked  royal  ciub.{"  the  powers  that  be  are  ordained  of  God"), 
and  made  a  great  feast  of  ihem  accompanied  by  a  canoe-full 
of  home-brewed  whisk}-,  we  suppose  he  was  trying  to  realize 
the  conceptions  of  his  heart.  W^hether  they  could  properly  be 
termed  religious  is  perhaps  debateable.  Perhaps  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury  with  $75,000  a  year  is  the  best  example 
of  a  man  who  has  striven  to  realize  the  religious  conceptions 
of  his  heart. 

Mr.  Bryan,  however,  outdid  himself  in  his  crushing  rebuke 
to  the  Darwinians.  "If  any  man,"  he  cautioned  us,  "took 
pride  in  descent  from  a  monkey,  let  him  take  care  that  he  is 
not  now  going  towards  and  not  from  the  monkey."  Which 
ponderously  clumsy  attempt  to  imitate  Sam  Jones  was  followed 
by  the  stupid  assertion  that  "  Darwin  taught  us  that  hatred 
is  at  the  bottom  of  the  law  of  development,  yet  history  teaches 
us  that  nations  that  substitute  the  law  of  love  are  the  great 
nations  of  the  world."  Which  are  the  great  nations  of  the 
world  that  have  turned  hate  into  love  ?  Colonel  In.ofersoll  said 
he  could  not  reconcile  God  and  Siberia,  but  Mr.  Bryan  recon- 
ciles Siberia  and  love  !  But  perhaps  Russia  is  not  a  great 
nation  ?  Indeed,  we  should  not  be  surprised  to  find  that  there 
is  only  one  great  nation  in  the  world — the  United  States — and 
its  policy  is  universal  love,  misunderstood  by  most  people,  and 
therefore  commonly  misnamed  graft  and  monopoly  at  home 
and  grab  and  bluff  abroad. 


SECULAR   THOUGHT. 


Mr.  Bryan — Preacher  and   Politician. 

Every  man,  we  claim,  has  a  natural  rig-ht  to  earn  his  living 
in  the  way  that  to  him  seems  best,  so  long  as  in  doing  so  he 
refrains  from  attempting  to  restrict  other  men  in  the  exercise 
of  the  same  right  and  so  long  as  his  method  of  earning  his 
livelihood  does  not  inflict  injury  upon  his  neighbors  or  upoa 
society  at  large.  It  may  seem  strange  to  many  people  that  a 
preacher  should  be  a  politician,  but  that  may  arise  from  faulty 
views  of  the  comparative  honesty  or  virtue  involved  in  the  two 
businesses.  Roosevelt  has  tried  a  little  Rough  Rider  religion, 
but  his  attempts  are  about  as  clumsy  as  might  be  expected 
from  a  Texas  cowboy.  Our  own  Province  has  recently  supplied 
many  samples  of  preacher-politicians,  so  that,  however  sordid 
and  unlovely  the  sinister  hybrid  may  appear  to  our  uncultured 
eyes,  we  do  not  feel  like  cavilling  at  Mr.  Br}'an's  incongruous 
choice  of  a  dual  profession. 

Mr.  Bryan  says  he  was  a  preacher  before  he  was  a  politician 
and  hopes  to  live  again  in  the  sanctity  of  professional  broad- 
cloth and  white  chokerdom.  And  having  passed  the  interven- 
ing years  in  close  alliance  with  corrupt  politicians,  like  a  dog 
returning  to  his  vomit  he  is  now  prepajing  himself  to  give  the 
world  the  edifying  spectacle  of  a  President,  after  spending 
millions  of  money  in  arming  his  nation  to  fight  the  world, 
retiring'  to  a  pulpit  to  utilize  his  accumulated  wisdom  in  pro- 
claiming, as  he  now  does,  that  "Christ  is  the  only  way  to 
peace  !  "  As  if  deliberately  to  write  himself  down  as  a  mere 
parrot,  Mr.  Bryan  asserts  that  "the  greatest  mystery  in  life 
is  the  change  of  heart  and  ideals  in  the  man  when  he  turns  to 
Christ."  We  venture  to  say  that  in  most  cases  the  mystery  is 
as  easily  solved  as  that  involved  in  a  preacher's  acceptance  of 
a  call  to  a  higher  salary.  Ironically  he  asks,  "  Why  is  it 
only  in  the  church  that  we  are  to  refuse  to  accept  mysteries  ?" 
When  belief  in  dogmas  based  on  the  mysteries  of  science  is 
made  the  test  of  morality  and  g'ood  citizenship  it  will  be  time 
enough  to  introduce  this  sort  of  Sunday-school  argument. 

Mr.  Bryan  assures  us  that  "  Belief  in  immortality  brings 
peace."  Doubtless  this  is  true — in  some  cases  ;  in  others  the 
very  reverse  is  true.  Some  people  are  horrified  with  fears  of 
eternal  torture  in  hell,  while  others  laugh  at  such  impossible 
nightmares.  Some  people  find  peace  in  hopes  of  eternal  bliss 
or  eternal  rest  and  idleness.      Each  to  his  taste  ;  it  is  an  index 
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to  his  character,  at  the  least.  The  Freethinker's  ideal  is  to 
live  so  that  when  his  span  of  life  is  ending-  he  will  have  the 
satisfaction  of  feeling-  that  he  has  done  his  full  duty  as  far  as 
it  was  in  his  power  to  do  it,  that  he  has  wilfully  wronged  no 
man,  that  he  lias  tried  to  make  the  world  better,  and  that  he 
is  prepared  courageously  to  meet  any  fate  that  may  befall  him. 
Mr.  Bryan  must  have  imag-ined  himself  to  be  talking*-  to  a  set 
of  Sunda\-schobl  children  when  he  told  his  audience  that  any 
conceivable  relig-ion  could  bring-  g-reater  peace  than  that  arising' 
from  such  considerations  as  these. 

The  Passing  of  Christianity. 

In  his  Notes  on  the  Boulter  Blasphemy  Case,  Mr.  Foote 
quotes  some  passages  from  a  sermon  of  Rev.  R.  J.  Campbell, 
the  New  Theolog-y  preacher  of  the  City  Temple,  delivered  on 
January  9th,  the  text  being  the  Biblical  account  of  the  creation 
of  man.  The  extracts  show  a  remarkable  boldness  in  pro- 
claiming the  absurdity  0[  the  old  orthodoxy,  however  loudly 
men  like  Torrey  and  Newell  may  emphasize  its  undiminished 
stability  as  proved  by  their  success  among-  the  credulous  mass. 
After  remarking-  that  "  Man  has  credited  God  with  his  own 
cruelties,  whimsicalities,  pride  and  vanity,  petty  jealousies  and 
general  unreasonableness,"  Mr,  Campbell  went  on  : 

"The  oi'dinar\-  pre-suppositions  of  cvang'elical  Christianity  are  utterly 
absurd,  and  every  one  of  us  must  have  felt  their  unreality  from  time  to  time. 
The  fact  is,  we  seem  to  have  two  Gods,  whom  we  call  one,  but  who,  by  no 
possible  stretch    of  the  imai4"inaiion,  could  be  combined  in  one  personalitv. 

"The  first  is  a  sort  oi  old  woman,  who  made  the  world  and  man  as 
thojj^h  lie  expected  everythini^  to  i^o  rii4"ht  and  no  e\il  or  mischief  to  mar 
the  work  of  His  hands.  Hut  Me  laid  His  plans  so  badly  that  the  whole 
^c'leme  went  awry  and  heaven  has  been  mournm^'  ever  since. 

"  Poor  God  !  lie  is  not  to  blame,  the  theologians  tell  us  ;  it  is  wicked 
man,  more  especiallv  woman,  who  has  put  everything"  wrong'.  God  has 
done  His  best,  and  the  result  has  been  untold  ag^es  of  chaos  and  unima- 
g'inable  suffering.  AH  God  can  do  is  to  pro\  ide  a  redeemer  to  save  a  few 
oat  of  the  wrejk,  and  to  keep  on  pleading  with  humanity — '  O,  prodigal 
Cjiild,  come  home.'  \'ou  will,  I  am  sure,  forgive  me  for  the  seeming'  inev- 
erence  of  saying  that  that  kind  of  God  is  a  fool.  And  the  other  God,  or 
Ciod  with  the  other  face,  is  not  much  better. 

"This  other  God    has  prepared  a  hell    tor    the  poor,  helpless    \ictims    oi 
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what  is  called  His  rig-hteous  wrath.  He  has  made  it  big-  enough  to  contain 
the  whole  race,  and  into  it  the  whole  race  will  g^o  unless  they  repent  in  time 
and  avail  themselves  of  the  sufFering-s  which  He  has  g"raciously  inflicted 
upon  somebody  else  for  their  benefit.  He  has  been  sitting"  up  there  in 
heaven  ever  since  creation  first  went  wrong-,  brooding-  darkly  over  what  He 
means  to  do  to  perverse  and  rebellious  man  when  his  tima  comes."' 

Hereupon  Mr.  Foote  remarks:  "This  was  good  'blas- 
phemy,' but  better  followed.  Mr.  Campbell  imag-ined  the 
orthodox  Christian  God  to  be  in  the  audience,  or  a",  least  lis- 
tening', and  apostrophized  him  (or  Him)  in  this  manner  : 

"  Look  down  upon  the  world  as  it  is  now  is,  and  tell  me  what  you  are 
g-oing-  to  do.  Will  the  '  prodig-al-child-come-home  '  businesss  satisfy  you  ? 
Can  vou  hear  the  sobs  of  little  children  who  are  hung-ry  and  cold  or 
ill-treated,  or  dying-  of  painful  disease  ?  Can  you  watch  with  equanimity 
vonder  strongs  man  battling-  against  heavy  odds  and  yet  feeling-  the  g-round 
give  way  beneath  him  as  he  struggles  ? 

"  Could  you  have  saved  him — you,  God,  you  ! — or  did  you  think  it  was 
not  worth  while?  Are  you  going  to  tell  me  that  you  are  very  sorry  for 
humanity,  but  that,  of  course,  it  has  brought  all  this  upon  itself?  Are 
you  going  to  maintain  that  we  have  sinned  against  you  ?  Are  you  not 
sinning  against  us  ? 

"  What  do  you  mean  by  your  marvellous  love  ?  Vou  have  plenty  and  we 
are  starving  !  You  can  see  and  we  are  blind  !  You  have  omnipotence 
and  we  are  crushed  by  pitiless  fate  !  And  what  about  that  hell  ot  yours? 
Ought  you  not  to  be  in  it  for  awhile  yourself?  Bah  !  you  are  contemp- 
tible, you  King  of  Kings  and  Lord  of  Lords,  if  you  have  nothing  more  to 
say  than  that  you  will  accept  our  penitence  and  remit  our  tortures  when 
we  are  dead  if  only  we  believe  !  I  would  rather  trust  my  own  humanity 
than  such  a  divinity  as  you." 

With  Mr.  Foote,  we  should  like  to  know,  if  this  is  not  blas- 
phemy, what  is  ?  It  would  seem  that  the  words  which,  in  the 
mouth  of  a  street  preacher  or  a  bible-bang"er  in  a  church,  are 
good  religion  if  a  little  erratic,  become  rank  blasphemy  in  the 
mouth  of  a  Secularist  lecturer  or  a  Socialist  advocate  like  Mr. 
Boulter.  And  perhaps  there  is  a  substantial  if  not  a  very  jus- 
tifiable reason  for  the  distinction.  The  preacher  knows  w^hen 
he  is  preparing-  his  ordinary  sermon,  that  his  work  is  entirely 
of  an  artificial  character,  and  that  his  audience  will  forg-et  his 
words  as  easily  as  they  forg^et  the  rest  of  their  relig-ion  ;  but  in 
the  mouth  of  an  opponent  such  words  become  ''thorns  in  the 
flesh, "the  wounds  from  which  demand  relief  at  all  hazards.^. 
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*  Mad    Murdock.  f 

TEN  BAR-ROOMS   IN  A  NIGHT. 

Jt  was  Saturday,  2  p.m.,  when  I  met  Jack,  and  as  work  was  o\er  for  the 
week  he  sug-gested  that  we  go  into  Mike's  and  have  a  cigar.  Then  I 
couldn't  leave  without  offering  him  something-,  and  we  each  had  a  "short 
lager."  Then  somebody  came  in  who  knew  Jack,  and  I  was  introduced  to 
Mr.  Burton,  who  proposed  to  "buy"  and  insisted  that  we  have  the  best, 
so  we  took  Scotch,  and  were  just  finishing  it  when  Smith  came  in  and 
s'apped  Jack  on  the  shoulder  and  was  asked  to  join  us.  Thon  Smith 
bought,  and  a  friend  of  Smith's  rang  in.  As  there  were  abou.t  forty-five 
people  in  the  room,  and  it  was  rather  crowded  at  the  bar.  Jack  proposed 
to  go  to  Aleck's,  just  to  see  if  any  of  the  "  boys  "  were  there.  They  were. 
We  had  just  started  on  cocktails  when  a  fellow  came  forward  and  hailed 
Jack  as  a  familiar,  had  known  Jack  for  years  and  always  recalled  with 
delight  how  Jack  had  spoken  at  a  public  meeting  and  had  got  such  ap- 
plause that  a  piece  of  plaster  as  big  as  a  bed  quilt  fell.  Jack  ordered 
another  cocktail.  Then  the  fellow  said  he  had  a  friend  with  him,  whom  he 
introduced  :  ' 

"  Mr.  Wilks,  this  is  dear  old  Jack,  the  best  friend  I  have  in  the  world." 

Wilks  remembered  Jack  as  a  top-notcher  at  the  races  ;  if  Jack  backed  a 
horse  Wilks  always  put  his  last  dollar  on  him.  Jack  called  for  another 
cocktail.  Then  Wilks  asked  who  I  was — "  had  not  learned  the  g-entle- 
man's  name."  Jack  said  it  was  his  old  pal  Murdock  ;  thought  everybody 
knew  him.  Wilks  said  it  was  all  right  :  he  just  didn't  want  to  have  dear 
old  Jack  imposed  on.  He  thought  it  was  up  to  me  to  "  buy."  I  said  that 
I  bought  only  when  the  notion  took  me.  He  said  that  if  1  was  short  he'd 
lend  me  a  dollar.  Jack  said,  "  Never  mind,  don't  get  mad,  Murd,  it  was  onl}- 
a  joke."  Then  Wilks  said  there  was  no  harm  done  ;  it  would  take  a  lot  more 
than  that  to  ofi'end  him.  What  would  we  have  ?  I  said  I  wouldn't  take  any- 
^'^•'^.i^-  J'l^'k  said  if  1  behaved  that  way  he  would  not  take  me  out  again. 
Wilks  said  that  I  was  as  welcome  as  the  flowers  in  May.  Then  we  drank, 
and  barkeeper  said  : 

"  Who  is  this  on  ?      I'^iftN'  cents,  gentlemen." 

Wilks'  friend  said  he  guessed  if  the  bunch  were  short  he  would  have  to 
square  it  himself.      Wilks  said  : 

"  Jack,  if  \our  friend  is  a  '  come  on  '  he'd  better  say  so." 
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"You  ordered  the  drinks;  I'm  a  'come  on,'  eh?  Do  you  want  your 
block  knocked  off?  " 

"  Now,  gentlemen,  none  o'  that  here  !  "  said  barkeep. 

"  All  rig-ht,  I'll  pay,"  said  Jack. 

"  No,  you  won't,  for  you  didn't  order,"  I  said,  and  paid. 

Then  we  g^ot  out  somehow  and  found  ourselves  in  Pete's  place,  and  this 
is  what  I  recall  of  our  visit  : 

"  What'll  you  have  ?  Hurry  up,  you  fellows,  don't  keep  me  all  day  " — 
"  I  say  that  is  a  pure  bred  fox  terrier  " — "  What  you  talkin'  about?  that 
is  a  pomeranian  crossed  with  " — "  I  say,  where's  my  chang-e  ?  I  put  down 
a  two  spot  " — "Two  spot  nothin  '  ;  you  neve'r  put  down  a  cent.  Hurrv  up, 
no  dam  nonsense,  ten  cents  quick  if  you  don't  want  to  g'et  " — "  I  tell  you 
he  can't  win;  ten  even  he's  beat  by  three  thousand."  "Oh,  rats!  I'll 
g'ive  you  fifty  to  forty  he  wins  by  a  thousand."  "  Come  off  here,  you  two 
fellows,  make  your  bets  after  you've  paid  for  your  whiskey  !  Twenty-, 
five  cents  " — 

The  next   I  remember  we  were  taking- square  face  g^in  in  the  Delmonico. 

"Hell!  what  you  fellows  crowding-  for  ?  This  ain't  no  cattle  car  " — 
"  An'  I  just  ups  an'  says,  says  I,  '  You  dam  son  of  a  '" — "  Oh,  he  went  all 
to  the  devil.  Wife  went  off  with  a  cove  from  " — "  No,  the  law  says 
distinctly  that  you  can't  speak  about  a  case  in  court  'thout  committin'  sub 
judas  " — "  Who  says  so  ?" — "  I  tell  you  what,  Corbett,  Corbett  " — "  Rats  ! 
Corbett,  he  couldn't  lick  a  postag-e  " — "Come  off  the  roof!  he  ain't  no 
speaker.      I  heerd  him  once  say  :    '  Oh,  will  you  listen  to  '  " — 

I  am  not  clear  as  to  the  next  move,  but  I  remember  somebody  in  the 
Tong-s  and  Poker  saying  : 

"  Yes,  you  always  see  a  lot  of  toug-h  people  in  these  common  joints.  A 
man  that  can't  drink  and  be  a  g-entleman,  he  oug-ht  never  to  touch  it.  I 
remember  once  in — I  think  it  was  Paris,  or  was  it — no,  by  God,  it  was  in 
Hong-  Kong-  " — 

"  Were  you  ever  in  Hong-  Kong-?  What  street  was  the  Consulate  on  ?  " 

"  Which  Consulate  ?  " 

"  -Don't  you  know  what  a  consulate  is  ?  " 

"Yes,  and  I  know  what  a  dam  fool  is." 

"  Aw,  you  cheap  skate,  I  don't  believe  you  were  ever  in  Hong  Kong  or 
any  other  part  of  France  !  " 

"  You  dam  !— !  " 

"  No,  you  don't,  you — -  "  and  as  we  slid  out  the  side  door  there  was  the 
sound  of  falling  glass  and  rising  expletives. 

Then  I  remember  Jack  leaning  against  the  counter  in  a  dingy  place,  and 
I  leaning  against  Jack,  and  as  we  took  two  "  draught  "  whiskies  I  heard  : 

"  Naw,  sir,  Oi   won't  shut  up  nor  Oi  won't  go  'way  !     This  dam  thing 
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here  is  th'  father  of  me  childer,  an'  ye  kape  Mm  here  while  he's  g-ot  a  cint — 
iiaw,  Oi  won't  shut  up,  ye  black  hearted  villun  !  Yes,  Oi  will,  Oi'll  have 
yer  pocket-book  an'  ye  c'n  stay  here  an'  rot  ye  " — 

Jack  said  he  felt  sick  and  we  went  out  and  went  to  the  Eldorado  to  take 
something-  to  take  the  taste  out  of  our  mouths,  and  some  one  was  sayings  : 

"  As  I  was  sayings,  the  policy  of — of — of  the  members  of  the  g^overnment, 
that  is  the  progfressive  policy,  thoug-h  for  that  matter  any  g-overnment  that 
wouldn't  do  it  " — 

"  Do  what  ?  " 

"  Damn  it,  ain't  I  telling-  you  ?  If  you  would  only  keep  your  yap  shut 
so's  a  fellow  could  explain,  but  you  keep  jibber,  jibber  away  like  one  of 
them  damn  fly-up-the-creeks  !  No,  I  won't  apolog-ize  ;  you  have  inter- 
rupted me  about  eig-hty-five  times  when  1  could  have  told  the  whole  story 
hours  ag-o  and  you'd  have  learned  something'-.  Upon  my  soul,  John,  your 
family  is  g-ood  people,  but  you  are  the  most  God-forsaken  dam  fool  I — 
Yes,  you  are  ;  I'll  leave  it  to  Dan  if  I  haven't  been  trying-  to  explain  the 
meaning-  of  politics  for  the  last  two  hours,  but  " — 

And  Jack  said  to  me,  "  Come  on,  Murd,  it  will  take  him  two  hours  more 
t'  run  down  ;  letsh  g-o  home,"  and  we  started,  but  steered  for  a  red  lig-ht 
and  landed  in  Mac's'. 

"Ale,  gentlemen?  Just  tapped  a  new  one,  finest  in  town.  Pepper 
sauce  ?  There  you  are,  g-ents— and  ninety, 's  a  dollar.  No,  it  was  a  one  ; 
just  look  through  your  clothes  and  you'll  find  I'm  right  ;"  but  Jack,  after 
several  ineffectual  attempts,  could'nt  find  his  "  clothes,"  and  so  we  started 
tor  home  ;  but  we  met  a  big  fellow  who  said  he  had  heard  me  sing  once 
in  a  hail,  and  as  he  never  could  forget  the  song  he  would  treat  the  singer 
and  his  friend.  As  all  the  others  who  had  heard  that  song  had  expressed 
a  desire  to  "  forg^et  it"  I  felt  that  at  last  I  was  vindicated,  and  I  put  my 
arm  round  his  shoulder  and  declared  that  the  drinks  were  on  me  because  of 
his  intelligent  appreciation,  and  we  went  in  to  see  Matt.  Tiiere  was  an 
arg'-ument  on  as  to  what  was  tlie  fastest  time  made  by  a  Canadian  bred 
trotter  on  a  mile  track.  A  fellow  with  a  syphon  nose  said  that  two  niinutes 
was  the  record,  while  a  man  u  ith  one  eye  out  and  half  an  ear  gone  said 
that  it  had  been  done  in  1.78.  The  argument  got  violent  and  some  one 
threw  a  glass  that  hit  Jack  in  the  head  and  spilled  his  whiskey.  Jack  and 
I  went  to  investigate  the  cause  of  the  trouble,  and  the  two  judges  of  sport 
and  three  of  their  friends  made  such  rough  house  that  barkeep  got  us  out 
at  a  side  door  and  advised  us  to  go  home.  Wc  went  part  of  the  way,  but 
it  took  us  past  the  Dog's  Nest.  There  we  met  three  men  who  had  heard 
of  our  treatment  at  Matt's.  It  was  shameful,  and  had  they  been  there  the 
blood  of  our  enemies  would  have,  etc.,  etc. 

Jack  iKHight,  then  I  bought,  then, — 
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"  I  had  a  gun  once,  it  was  a  Hallard  " — "  A  Ballard's  no  g"ood  !  I  tell 
you  what,  a  Reming-ton  " — "A  Reming-ton  be  damned!  You  couldn't 
shoot  a  barn  with  any  old  gun  'thout  you  was  inside  " — "  Order,  gentlemen  ! 
If  you  want  to  talk  loud  hire  a  hall."  "Yes,  Jack,  you  ordered  that,  and 
$3.40  makes  $5."  "Steady,  Murd  !  there  are  other  people  in  town  besides 
yourself."  "  Hell  !  "  "  Why,  dam  it  !  "  "  Not  and  me  here  !  " — "  Now 
you  take  a  dog  ;  no,  not  any  kind  of  dog  but  just  a  well  bred  collie  " — 
"  No,  I  hold,  I  hold — hear  me,  fellows — I  hold  that  a  horse  is  more 
intelligenter  nor  a  dog  ; — same  t' you — tell  y' what,  I  had  a  horse  once,  an' 
darn,  if  he  didn't  know  more  nor  any  man  here."  "  Oh,  it  we  was  a'l  up 
to  your  sample,  Sam,  an  ass  'ud  do  'thout  desecratin'  a  decent  horse." 
"Ha,  ha,  ha!  you  fellows  don't  know  nothin'.  Bet  y'  I  c'n  down  anj^ 
man  at  this  bar  turnin'  wrists  ;  no  movin'  elbows,  just  square  up  an'  up." 
"  This  is  no  gymnasium,  boys  ;  you  got  t'  be  quick  about  it.  What'll  you 
have?  An' yours?  Hollands?  C'gar  for  you  ?  Hurry  up  there.  Seven, 
o'clock,  an'  ten's  a  dollar.      This  way  out,  boys,  front's  locked." 

Monday  I  met  Jack.  "  Where'd  you  go  Saturday  after  we  had  the 
cigar  at  Mike's?  " 

"  Where'd  you  go?  " 

"  I  went  straight  home  after  we'd  had  that  one  glass  of  lager.  Wife 
says  I  was  awful  sick.  She  thought  I  was  drunk.  Somebody's  put  dope 
in  that  lager.  How  do  I  know  ?  A  fellow  couldn't  get  drunk  on  one 
glass  of  lager  ;  besides,  out  of  the  fifteen  dollars  I  only  had  four  dollars 
Sunday  morning.  Mike's  is  getting  to  be  a  tough  place,  an'  somebody's 
touched  me." 

ENGLISH  AS  A  WORLD-LANGUAGE. 

No  other  modern  language,  directly  by  the  renunciation  and  confounding 
of  the  old  rules  of  sound,  by  the  loss  of  almost  all  the  inflections,  has 
acquired  a  greater  force  and  vigor  than  the  English  ;  and  from  the  un- 
teachable  yet  learnable  fulness  of  its  free  middle-tones  [Mittaltone]  has 
flowed  a  substantial  power  of  expression  such  as  perhaps  never  yet  stood 
at  the  command  of  any  language.  Its  entire  structure  and  completeness, 
at  once  wholly  intellectual  and  wonderfully  perfected,  has  proceeded  from 
an  astonishing  union  between  the  two  noblest  languages  of  modern 
Europe,  the  Germanic  and  the  Romanic  ;  and  it  is  well  known  how  they 
are  related  in  English,  the  former  predominantly  giving  the  material  basis, 
the  latter  the  intellectual  conception.  .  .  .  In  fact,  the  English  language  as 
used  by  Shakespeare  can  rightfully  be  called  a  world-language,  and  seems, 
like  the  English  people  itself,  destined  in  the  future  in  yet  greater  measure 
than  heretofore  to  rule  in  all  the  ends  of  the  earth.  When  we  consider  its 
richness,   intellectuality,    and   condensed    adaptability,  no   one   of   all    the 


62  SECULAR  THOUGHT. 


other  living-  languag-es  may  be  placed  at  its  side — yea,  not  even  our 
German  langfuag-e."^ — Jacob  Grimm,  in  '•'■  The  Origin  of  Language  "  4^^  ed.'i 
p.  60. 


"THE  WELL  OF  ENGLISH  PURE  AND  UNDEFILED." 
Mr.  Norman  Hackett,  one  of  the  leading-  actors  in  the  James  O'Neill 
company  which  appeared  at  the  Grand  Theatre,  Toronto,  in  January, 
gave  an  address  to  five  hundred  public  school  teachers  at  the  Y.  M.C.A. 
hall,  his  subject  being  "Shakespeare  and  His  Haunts."  Mr.  Hackett 
showed  himself  to  be  an  eloquent  speaker  and  a  keen  scholar.  He  had 
visited  Stratford-on-Avon,  and  told  of  his  experiences  there  ;  and  impressed 
upon  the  teachers  the  advantages  and  delights  to  be  gained  by  studying 
the  great  poet's  works.  "  Don't  be  afraid  of  Shakespeare,"  said  Mr. 
Hackett.  "  He  Is  always  simple,  direct,  and  human.  And  children  will 
iearn  to  love  his  characters  for  the  noble  qualities  he  has  given  them." 
Then  he  touched  upon  a  subject  that  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  all  to 
whom  clearness  of  thought  and  speech  is  a  necessity  if  they  are  to  be 
worthy  to  hold  aloft  the  standard  of  Freethought.  "  Preserve  our  beautiful 
language  pure,"  he  said.  "There  is  too  great  a  tendency,  especially  in 
the  States,  to  cut-  words  off  sho:  t."  As  might  be  expected  in  such  a  large 
country,  there  are  many  dialects,  and  Mr.  Hackett  caused  much  amuse- 
ment by  his  imitations  of  some  of  then  .  These  dialects  are  probably  the 
outgrowth  largely  of  the  influx  of  people  of  many  nationalities,  if  also 
chiefly  the  natural  result  of  a  want  of  education.  Apart  from  these 
colloquial  dialects,  however,  there  is  undoubtedly  a  vast  amount  of 
defective  English  in  what  should  be  deserving  of  the  name  of  literature. 
^L^gazine  articles,  even  in  the  most  pretentious  periodicals,  are  frequently 
disfigured  by  grciss  solecisms  ;  though  the  daily  paper  editor  and  reportei- 
commonly  appear  to  have  striven  hard  to  secure  the  leading  prize  for 
ungainly  and  inaccurate  English.  The  reporter  of  Mr.  Hackett's  lecture 
concludes  his  rather  disjointed  record  with  a  good  sample.  "  He  (Mr. 
Hackett)  thought  the  Boston  people  talked  the  best  English,  though  the 
Canadians  spoke  it  purer  (!)  than  the  average  American."  People  commonly 
say,  "  Oh,  it  doesn't  matter  ;  you  know  what  he  means."  But  that  is  just 
what  you  don't  know  when  a  man  uses  faulty  grammar.  You  may  guess 
— but  you  may  guess  wrongly.  And  if  men  are  to  think  logically  and 
express  their  thoughts  correctly,  they  must  not  be  too  thrifty  of  the  time 
needed  to  master  the  difliculties  of  their  own  language. 


The  natural  rights  of  men,  civil  and  political,  are  liberty,  equality,  social 
protection,  and  resistance  to  oppression.  Liberty  consists  in  the  right  to 
i\o  whatever  is  not  contrarv  to  the  ri^rhts  of  others. — Thomas  Paine. 
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REMEMBER  THE  SABBATH. 

Not  long-  ago  Andrew  Carnegie  was  a  guest  of  honor  at  a  dinner  given, 
by  a  steel  man  of  Pittsburg.  During  the  more  or  less  humorous  remarks 
of  one  of  the  speakers  he  gave  utterance  to  a  jest  touching  the  narrowness 
of  the  Scotch  Presbyterian.  Whereupon,  Mr.  Carnegie,  taking  the  jibe  in 
good  part,  proceeded  to  cap  the  story  by  another  showing  the  remarkable 
reverence  evinced  to  this  day  in  certain  parts  of  Scotland  with  reference  to 
the  sacredness  of  the  Sabbath. 

An  Englishman,  while  traveling  in  Scotland,  passed  one  Sunday  in  a 
little  country  inn  not  far  from  Edinburgh.  As  the  tiny  parlor  of  the  place 
was  exceedingly  close  and  stuffy,  and  as  the  day  was  very  warm  the  unthink- 
ing Briton  proceeded  to  open  one  of  the  windows. 

"  What  are  ye  aboot,  mon  ?"  demanded  the  owner  of  the  place,  with 
great  severity,  as  he  entered  the  room  just  in  time  to  prevent  the  execution 
of  the  Englishman's  design. 

The  latter  meekly  explained  that  he  thought  it  would  be  agreeable  to  have 
a  little  fresh  air. 

"Ye  can  hae  no  fresh  air  in  this  house  on  the  Sawbath,"  came  in  decided 
tone  from  the  Scot,  "  six  days  are  enow  for  that,  mon  !  " 


Winnipeg,  Man.,  Feb.  ii. — The  police  on  Sunday  evening  attempted  to 
break  up  a  Jewish  wedding  in  the  Synagogue  as  an  infraction  of  the  Lord's 
Day  Act.  They  were  unsuccessful,  but  the  raid  aroused  much  feeling. 
There  is  talk  of  organized  opposition  to  the  enforcement  of  the  law,  and 
jirrangements  are  being  made  to  hold  a  public  meeting  next  week  to  dis- 
cuss ways  and  means.  .■>;.. 

Hamilton,  Ont.,  Feb.  7. — A  summons  was  issued  this  morning  against 
Louis  Birk  charging  him  with  violating  the  Lord's  Day  Act  in  selling  news- 
papars  on  Sunday,  Jan.  12.  The  Attorney-General  had  promised  immunity 
from  prosecution  on  Birk's  promising  to  sell  no  more,  but  he  did  sell,  and 
the  charge  was  pressed.      E.  A.  DuVernet  is  engaged  to  defend. 


"  I  take  the  weather  as  Providence  sends  it,"  says  a  Georgia  philoso- 
pher. "  If  I  whirled  in  and  prayed  for  rain  there'd  come  a  dry  spell,  cer- 
tain ;  and  if  I  prayed  for  dry  there'd  be  rain  enough  to  drown  us — so  there 
you  have  it  !  Best  way  to  do  is  to  lay  low  and  take  all  that  comes  your  way, 
unmurmuriny.  " — Atlanta  Constitution. 


A  New  England  man  says  that  one  night  last  winter  when  the  thermo- 
meter fell  below  zero,  his  wife  expressed  her  concern  for  the  new  Swedish 
maid  who  had  an  unhealed  room. 

"  Eliza,"  said  she  to  the  girl,  remembering  the  good  old  custom  of  her 
youth,  "as  it  is  bitterh  cold  to-night,  you'd  better  take  a  flatiron  to  bed 
with  you.  " 

"Yes,  m'm,"  said  Eliza,  in  mild  and  expressionless  assent. 

In  the  morning  the  girl  was  asked  how  she  passed  the  night.  With  a 
sigh  she  replied  : 

"  Wall,  m'm,  I  gat  the  irron  most  varm  before  morning." 
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VALUABLE   B00K5    RECENTLY  PUBLISHED. 

Books  can  he  obtained  from  office  of  Sccnhtr  Tlioyjiit. 

DARWINISM  AND  THE  PROBLEMS  OF  LIFE.  A  Study  of  Familiar 
Animal  Life.  Bv  Conrad  Guenther,  Ph.D.,  Professor  at  the  University  Freiburg 
in  Baden.  Translated  from  the  Third  Edition  by  Joseph  McCabe.  London  : 
Owen  &  Co.     436  pp.,  roy.  8vo,  cloth,  $3.50. 

.SIX  HISTORIC  AMERICANS.  By  John  E.  Remsburg.  .\  handsome  volume  of 
about  550  pages,  \v  th  full-page  portraits,  containing  all  the  available  evidence  for 
forming  a  just  estimate  of  the  religious  views  of  Paine,  Franklin,  Washingjon, 
Jefferson,  Lincoln,  and  Grant. 

THE  EVOLUTION  OF  M.AN  :  \  Popular  Scientific  Study.  By  Ernst  Haecke'. 
Vol.  I.  Human  Embryology  or  Ontogeny.  Translated  from  the  5th  (enlar^^-^ed) 
edition  by  Joseph  McCabe.  With  209  illustrati  >ns.  R.  P.  A.  Cheap  Reprints. 
25c.     Watts  &  Co.,  London. 

ERNST  HAECKEL'S  "EVOLUTION  OF  MAN,"  Vol.  II.  is  also  ready,  in 
paper  cover,  192  pp.,  199  illustrations,  price  25c.  The  two  volumes  can  also 
be  had  in  one  volume,  cloth  lettered,  with  a  new  portrait  of  the  author,  price 
Si. 1 5,  post    paid. 

This  magnificently  illustrated  work   should    be  in   the    library  of  every 
Freethinker. 

THE  CHILDREN'S  PLUTARCH,  by  F.  J.  (iould,  with  si.x  full-page  illustra- 
tions by  Walter  Crane,  cloth,  viii-286  pp.,  is  a  work  that  should  have  a  large 
sale.     Price  $i.oo 

A  PICTURE-BOOK  OF  EVOLUTION,  by  Dennis  Hird,  .M. A.,  in  cloth,  with 
182  illustrations  price  $1.00,  will  also  be  found  a  work  of  great  value  for  children 
-  and  also  for  adults,  for  the  matter  of  that. 

THE  BUILDING  OF  THE  BIBLE,  by  F.  J.  Gould,  third  and  revised  edition, 
34  pp.  and  cover,  price  12c.,  is  a  very  handy  little  pamphlet,  and  should  meet  a 
large  sale. 

A  FEW^  FOOTPRINTS,  by  J.  Passmore  Edwards.  100  pp.,  paper  covers,  25c.  ; 
cloth,  40c. 

A  TRIP  TO  ROME.  By  Dr.  J.  B.  Wilson,  M.D.,  President  National  Liberal  Party, 
.Associate  Delegate  to  the  First  International  Freethought  Congress  at  Rome, 
September,  1904.  Le.xington,  Ky.  :  J.  E.  Hughes,  Publisher.  Demy  8vo.,  350 
pages,  cloth  bound,  $1.25,  post  paid. 

A  SHORT  HISTORY  OF  FREETHOUGHT,  ANCIENT  AND  MODERN. 
By  John  .M.  Robertson.  Two  volumes,  demy  8vo.,  cloth,  by  post  in  Canada,  $7. 
Watts  &  Co.,  London. 

The  most  valuable  record  of  Freethought  pi'ogress  yet  publi.shed. 

REPORT  OF  THE  INTERNATIONAL  FREETHOUGHT  CONGRESS  held 
at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  October  15-20,  1904.  Published  by  the  Truth  Seeker  Co.,  62 
Vesey  St.,  New  York.  Copies  to  be  had,  price  50  cts.,  by  addressing  Mr.  E.  C. 
Reichwald,  secretary,  141  South  Water  St.,  Chicago,  III. 

HAECKEL'S  LA.ST  WORDS  ON  EVOLUTION.  A  Popular  Retrospect  and 
.Summary.  By  Ernst  Haeckel,  of  Jena  University.  Translated  from  the  .Second 
?2dition  by  Joseph  McCabe.  With  three  plates  and  Haeckel's  latest  Portrait. 
Royal  8vo,  cloth,  $1.75.       London  :  A   Owen  &  Co.,  28  Regent  .Street. 

An  American  edition  of  the  "  La.st  Words"  has  been  published  by  Peter 
Eckler,  of  New  York,  handsomely  printed  in  large  type,  good  paper  and 
binding,  portrait  and  illustrations  as  in  the  original,  price  $1. 
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Ah    Exposition    of    Christian    Dogmas  and 
Pagan   Myths. 

By   P.   J.    COOLEY. 
82  pages,  with  Portrait,  handsomely  printed, 

paper  cover,  price  25c. 
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DRUGS  Po'  on  and  Kill.  A  Diet  suited 
to  YOUP  System  Cures,  Strengthens 
and  Rejuvenates.  Fifteen  Pamphlets  on  the 
Dietetic  Way  to  Health,  Strength,  and 
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and  ages.  Address,  Miss  Sophie  Leppel. 
Editor  "  Diet  Versus  Drugs,"  26  Clovelly 
Mansions,  Gray's  Inn  Road,  London,  W.C. 
England. 
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In  learning  the  very  last  word  of  science 
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like  investing  two  cents  in  a  stamp  ?  If  so, 
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will  gladly  send  a  copy  of  our  "  League 
Letter"  telling  you  all  about  who  we  are. 
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Scientific  Htiterican. 
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Both  Sides  of  ...    . 
Modern  Spiritualism. 

An  Eight  Nights'  Debate  between 
REV.  MOSES  HULL  and 
W.  F.  JAMIESON. 

439  PP-  5i- 

Tne  most  remarkable  debate  in  a  hundred 
years.  "  Chock  full  of  rapid  firing  ideas." 
"  A  mine  of  valuable  information."  The  life- 
blood  of  Freethought  is  free  discussion. 

Send  for  this  book.  .Vddress  W.  F.  Jamie- 
son,  1 7 16  Western  Avenue,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

CRristianity  and  Progress.  A  Eeply 
to  Right  Hon.  W.  E.  Gladstone,  by  G.  W 
Foote.     ;c. 
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Why  Not  Save  $50  a  \ear 

;>>'  learning  how  to  "  take  care  ot  yourself?" 
4  ou  waste  time,  health,  and  wealth,  because 
■ijy  ignorance  you  suffer  disease  and  debility, 
-lid  then  you  waste  money  on  misfit  cure- 
,i'ls,  belts,  chains,  and  "hypnotic  science"  or 
'*  absent  treatment  "  fakers. 

iJon't  be  foolish  any  more  Read  up  and 
'be  good  to  yourself.  Get  OUR  Pilot  Book, 
steer  a  safe  course,  and  save  cost  of  repairs. 
KNOW  I  r  ALL. 

/*  ^^  A  I  K.I  y""  hitch  up  to  the  wrong 
/^\J|r\ll\j  girl,  or  you  mate  right 
.and  don't  pull  v\ell  together.  Then  you  want 
divorce,  and  that  "  comes  high."  Better  look 
ahead.  Study  the  science  of  marriage  and 
parentage,  and  have  heirs  you  can  be  proud 
of.  This  "PLAIN  HOME  TALK"  tells 
^*  how  to  be  happy  though  married." 
It  is  the  plainest,  latest,  h)est,  most  complete 
and  CHEAPF^T  BOOK  ever  published  on  this 
all-imijortant  subject, — the  ripe  fruit  of  forty 
rears'  experience,  by  the  most  popular  and 
.uccessful  specialist,  Dr.  E.  B.  Foote. 

1,248  pages,  400  illustrations  (80  printed 
.n  colors),  250  recipes,  bound  in  cloth;  worth 
$50  to  you,  and  costs  only  $2. 

Address— C.  M.  Ellis,  Printer  and  Pub- 
lisher, 185^4:  Queen  St.  W.,  TORONTO,  Ont. 

Price  $1.50,  with  Portrait  of  the  Author,    ' 

Riddle  of  the  Universe 

at  the  Close  of  thu  Nineteenth  Century. 
By  ERNST  HAECKEL. 

A  masterly  summary  of  the  achievements 
<rf  modern  science  in  their  beiurlng  upuw  the 
Ki^'dki  of  Ejiist«ttce. 
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Short  Texts  in  Faiths  and  Reli- 
gions. 
A  condensed  summary  of  the  chief 
teachings  of  the  world's  greatest  philo- 
sophic and  religious  leaders  of  all  ages. 
By  Gen.  Forlong.  Handsomely  printed 
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principles. 

1 .  'I  hat,  the  present  life  being  the  only  one 
of  which  we  have  any  knowledge,  its  con- 
cerns claim  our  earnest  attention. 

2.  That  Reason,  aided  b)  E.xperience,  i^ 
the  best  guide  for  human   conduct. 

3.  7  hat  to  endeavor  10  promote  the  indi 
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the   best  of  our  ability,   is   our   highest  and 
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6.  That  Science  and  its  application  is  our 
Providence,  or  Provider,  and  upon  it  we  rely 
in  p-'jference  to  aught  else  in  time  of  need. 
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A  UTHORITY   may   do    its   best   or  its  worst;    it  may  again 
legally  roo  ;    it  may  again  revile  and  imprison  and  torture, 
but  to  silence   it  must  initnier  me.      The  law  whicb  forbids 
tbe  publication  01   Heterodoxy  shall  never  be  obeyed  by  me.      I 
tVlll  publish  irreligious  opinions,  be  tne  consequences  to  myself 
what  they  may.      If   conduct  so   just  is  unlawful,  so  much   the 
worse  for  the  law.      It  is  no  fault  of   mine  if   proper  conduct  is 
not  lawful  conduct.    And  this  I  know,  if  the  many  odious  laws 
enacted     by   tyrants,   as    necessary   props    for    their    enormous 
schemes    of    oppression,   are    not    resisted,   they    never   will   be 
brought  into  the  contempt  they  so  richly  merit. 
— Matilda  Roalpe.       Written  and  published  immediately  afU'r  she 
had   snjf'ered  two  nionthx^   imprixoitmemt  at   Edinburgh  for  pub- 
lishing "  The  Aye  of  Reason  "  etc.,  January — March,  IS^-!/.. 
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BY    THE    LATE    ALLEN"    PRINGLE,    OF    NAPANEE,     0.\T. 

(Reprinted  from  The  Index  of  April  16,  1885.) 


:o: 

II. 

Thus  ended  the  first  freethoug'ht  lecture  ever  g-iven  in  Canada. 
Everybody  nOw  breathed  easier,  and  the  popular  pulse  was 
rapidly  sinking  to  the  normal  standard.  The  second  evening 
the  hall  was  again  full  of  a  better  class  of  people,  including  a 
few  ladies,  and  nearly  all  listened  attentively  and  respectfully 
without  interruption.     The   last  nig-ht  also   witnessed  an  in- 
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creasino-lv  laroe  and  still  hiofher-class  audience  of  intelligent 
and  deeply  interested  listeners,  including-  quite  a  sprinkling'  of 
ladies;  and  it  had  already  become  apparent  that  the  ''infidel 
lecturer"  had,  by  his  g'entlemanly  demeanor,  scholarship  and 
forensic  ability,  already,  in  great  measure,  disarmed  malice 
and  made  a  g-enerally  good  impression.  A  few  there  were 
who  no  doubt  still  thirsted  for  his  blood  and  for  ours  as  well  ; 
but  with  the  great  majority  of  the  hundreds  who  for  the  first 
time  heard  their  traditional  beliefs  brought  in  question  and 
their  cherished  dogmas  refuted,  the  bitter  animosity  was 
obviously  vanishing.  An  interesting  and  amusing  episode 
occurred  the  second  evening.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  lecture, 
in  response  to  an  invitation  from  the  platform  to  any  person, 
especially  the  clergy,  who  wished  to  reply,  a  Methodist 
minister  near  the  door  came  to  his  feet,  and  with  a  great 
profusion  of  grotesque  g'esticulation  and  inflated  flourish 
opened  a  very  animated  fusillade  of  personal  squibs  and 
irrelevant  shots  at  the  proverbial  "man  of  straw."  Mr. 
Underwood,  in  rejoinder,  so  dexterously  pricked  the  gas-bag, 
and  the  collapse  was  so  complete,  that  the  audience  could  not 
withhold  a  rousing  cheer  for  the  agnostic  polemic. 

And  thus  did  this  initial  course  of  Liberal  lectures  in 
Canada  finally  turn  out  eminently  successful.  Considering 
the  bitterness  of  the  strug'gle — fierce  and  bitter  on  one  side 
but  firm  and  uncompromising-  on  the  other — it  is  a  marvel 
that  no  blood  was  spilled.  A  few  liberal  friends  were  present 
rit  the  lectures  from  a  distance  to  cheer  and  encourage  our  own 
little  band  by  their  presence  and  sympathy. 

We  bade  Mr.  Underwood  a  warm  good-bye,  being  deter- 
mined to  soon  again  renew  the  acquaintance  so  pleasantly  and 
profitably  begun  (though  in  the  midst  of  battle),  which  we 
soon  after  did  in  another  course  of  fiv^e  lectures. 

Our  next  step  now  was  to  carry  out  our  promise  to  the 
"fossil  blockade"  to  prosecute  them  for  damages.  We  ac- 
cordingly entered  an  action  against  the  town  of  Napanee  for 
$200.00  damages  for  violation  of  contract.  This  case  ("  Pringle 
vs.  The  Town  of  Napanee")  which  lingered  in  the  Canadian 
Courts  for  four  years,  with  varying  verdicts,  was  finally  de- 
cided against  us  on  the  strength  of  an  old  English  statute 
which,  though  practically  quite  obsolete,  yet,  unfortunately, 
still  remained  unrepealed  on  the  statute  books.  I  have  not 
space  here  to  follow  in  detail  the  long  course  of  litigation, 
which  has  assumed   an   historical   as  well  as  legal  importance 
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in  the  Law  Reports  of  this  country.  But  although  we  were 
technicall}'  defeated  in  the  courts,  we  assuredly  achieved  a 
great  secular  and  moral  victory.  The  cas?,  being  unique, 
awakened  interest  throughout  the  whole  country,  as  far  east 
even  as  New"  Brunswick,  where  the  matter  was  discussed  in 
the  press.  The  judg'es  who  tried  the  case  from  time  to  time, 
especially  the  Kigh-Court  Judges,  were  unmistakably  in  sym- 
pathy with  our  side  of  the  case.  Our  cause  they  felt  to  be 
just,  but  they  were  obliged  to  administer  the  law  as  they 
found  it  and  decide  against  us.  I  quote  below  briefly  from  two 
of  the  judgments  of  the  High  Courts  : 

"  If  the  lecturer  used  aro-uments  which  he  in  o-ood  faith 
believed  to  be  legitimate  and  wel. -founded,  if  he  indulged  in 
no  malicious  attacks  upon  sacred  persons  or  subjects,  if  there 
were  no  malicious  or  wicked  attempts  springing  from  pure 
wickedness  to  mislead  the  minds  of  hearers  and  lessen  their 
reverence  for  God  and  Christianity,  I  should  not,  but  for  the 
expressions  used  b}'  the  learned  Judge  of  the  Exchequer,  have 
thought  that  a  lecturer  was  committing  an  act  per  se  unlawful. 
However  erroneous  the  opinions  of  Underwood  may  be,  there 
is  no  ground  upon  the  evidence  of  imputing  to  him  any 
wicked  or  malicious  motives.  There  is  no  reason  to  doubt 
that  he  w-as  advocating  doctrines  which  he  himself,  however 
mistakenly,  believes." 

Further  as  to  ■jlaintiff  :  "  The  evidence  satisfied  me  that  the 
plaintiff  made  every  reasonable  exertion  to  get  another  hall, 
and  that  the  only  one  suitable  for  his  purpose  which  he  could 
procure  was  Music  Hall,  and  that  he  could  not  get  it  for  a 
lower  sum  than  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars.  I  find 
that  he  acted  reasonably  and  fairly." 

At  the  final  hearing  of  the  case  before  Chief  Justice  Harrison 
and  Justice  Armor,  the  latter  remarked  that  "  if  Christianity 
were  true  there  could  no  possible  harm  be  done  by  discussing 
its  doctrines,  and  in  this  age  we  were  standing  upon  the 
threshold  of  great  discoveries  in  Nature,  and  that  it  would 
never  do  to  muzzle  those  people  who  w^ere  engaged  in  such 
investigations,  because  their  discoveries  did  not  agree  exactly 
with  the  preconceived   notions  of  some  so-called  religionists." 

From  the  above  extracts  it  is  very  easy  to  see  what  the 
verdict  of  judges  so  liberal  and  enlightened  would  have  been 
in  the  Napanee  Town  Hall  Case  had  they  not  been  tied  down 
to  old  laws  of  which  they  did  not  approve. 
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The  work  of  public  propagandism  thus  beg-un  in  Napanee 
was  vig-orously  followed  up  not  only  here  but  in  various 
places  throughout  Canada.  During-  the  two  years  following 
the  Napanee  course  Mr.  Underwood  lectured  in  different 
places  in  Ontario,  including  Toronto,  St.  Thomas,  Aylmer, 
Owen  Sound,  Meaford,  Lindsay  and  Belleville,  and  held  two 
debates  with  Rev.  John  Marples,  a  Presbyterian  minister,  one 
in  Napanee  continuing-  three  nights  and  one  in  Toronto  of 
similar  icngth — besides  another  five  days'  debate  in  Aylmer, 
Ont.,  with  President  Burg-ess  of  the  North-Western  Christian 
University,  on  all  which  occasions  the  Secular  exponent  ably 
and  most  effectively  exposed  the  errors  of  the  popular  religion 
and  presented  the  positive  side  of  modern  liberal  thought, 
making  a  generally  good  impression,  and  fairly  succeeded  in 
"  troubling "  the  hitherto  placid  waters  of  orthodoxy  in 
Canada.  Subsequently  he  revisited  many  of  the  places  men- 
tioned, giving  additional  lectures,  in  Toronto  alone  as  many 
as  twent\'-five  at  different  times,  if  I  mistake  not. 

This  Secular  movement  thus  commenced  here  about  a 
dozen  years  ago  under  difficulties  so  formidable  has  been 
constantly  gaining  numerical  strength  and  moral  force  ever 
since,  until  now  Secularists  number  thousands  and  Secularism 
commands  the  attention  if  not  the  respect  of  the  pulpit,  the 
press,  and  the  community  generally. 

Seiby,  Lennox  Co.,  Ont.,  April  lo,   1885. 


THE  PITIFUL  CHRISTIAN   RELIGION. 


BV    GEORGE    ALLEN    WHITE. 


I  AM  anathema.      The  senile  rust  of  ages  declares  it  so. 

Why  ? 

Simply  because  I  have  looked  into  a  matter  and  reached 
one  conclusion,  while  the  senile  rust  has  pretended  to  look 
into  it  and  has  reached  another.      That  is  all. 

Is  there  any  common  sense  about  that  ?  Even  when  through 
incapacity  a  person  decides  wrongly  about  anything, — so 
wrongly  that  every  intelligent  mind  recognizes  it, — that  person 
merits,  in  ordinary  basal  fairness,  commiseration  and  not 
obloquy,  a  solicitous  and  kindly  effort  to  set  him  right  and 
not  the  contempt  and  hatred  of  mankind.    If  one  savant  solves 
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a  ireometric:il  problem  differently  from  his  confreres,  that  is 
no  reason  for  using  the  Taboo.  When  an  electrician  oi'  note 
says  one  thing-,  and  his  co-laborers  say  to  the  contrary,  it  is 
crr'oLind,  not  for  the  stake  and  the  fag-ot,  but  for  deeper  and 
ever  deeper,  broader  and  ever  broader  probing-  and  searching- 
and  discussion  under  the   tolerant  auspices  of  Eternal  Truth. 

I  have  steadily  peered  into  the  enig-mas  of  this  universe  to 
find  out  the  truth,  my  Christian  friend.      Have  you  ? 

I  have  thrown  away  as  far  as  possible  every  prejudice  and 
every  clog-.      Have  you  ? 

I  have  not  compromised  with  the  frowns  of  this  world  or 
any  other.      Have  you  ? 

The  relig-ionist,  supine  in  the  network  of  authority  and 
inherited  bias,  glances  superficially  at  the  momentous  mys- 
teries of  existence,  and  by  faith  arrives  at  his  interpretation  of 
them.  That  interpretation  is  false.  The  Rationalist  devotes 
a  lifetime  to  them  and  with  his  untrammelled  intellect  offers 
an  altogether  different  interpretation.  His  interpretation  is 
approximately  right. 

And  how  does  the  world  greet  these  men?  In  this  way: 
The  former,  prejudiced,  often  dishonest,  always  superficial 
and  wrong,  walks  the  streets  that  know  his  face  at  peace  with 
the  world.  The  latter,  free  in  thought,  honest,  painstaking 
and  right,  is  under  the  ferocious  anathema  which  fulminates 
constantly,  "  Depart  from  us,  )e  cursed  !" 

Good— very  good.      It  is  a  very  good  universe. 

I  see  a  world  forming  during  vast  stretches  of  time  out  of  an 
ocean  of  flaming  gas.  Boundless  ages  come  and  go.  It 
cools  and  becomes  o-lobular.  After  further  incalculable  stretches 
of  time  the  beginnings  of  life  take  place  from  out  the  prmieval 
ooze.  More  stretches  of  time  fly  past  with  thousands  of 
centuries  piled  high  in  chaos  on  one  another  ;  and  then  we 
direct  our  glance  to  certain  regions  and  behold  there  huge  and 
terrible  monsters,  of  hideous,  impossible  shapes, — filled  with 
rage  and  hate  toward  themselves  and  everything  that  lives  : 
a  sickening  nightmare  of  horror.  The  forms  of  life  increase 
and  change,  pass  away,  and  give  place  to  new.  "  Life  "  is 
observed  as  nothing  but  a  never-CQas'ing  fete-a-^ete  with  Death. 
Each  moment,  in  the  fury  of  the  struggle,  myriads  of  creatures, 
hissing,  howling,  frothing,  desperately  fighting  to  the  last, 
sink  to  their  death.  Then  come  more  wide  stretches  presided 
over  by  him  who  bears  the  scythe,  and  the  ape-like  precursors 
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oi  humanity  appear.  Again  w'e  lea^^  the  chasms  of  time,  and 
savag-e  man  is  on  tlie  scene,  decked  in  all  the  attractiveness  of 
niiditN',  and  launching  himself  boiling  with  hell-hate  into 
constantly  newer  fields  of  gore.  One  more  leap,  and  on  the 
verge  a  silver  sheen  ;  remote  civilizations  sway  and  flutter  here 
and  there  over  the  dim  horizon  ;  ethnic  impulse  becomes 
gradually  tempered  with  the  higher  graces  that  make  for 
hea.tii  ;  and  finally  earth's  supremest  product  finds  himself 
standing  out  from  t'le  slime  and  the  sod  and  throbbing  upward 
toward  the  sky. 

But  all  for  naught.  In  the  lifetime  of  this  globe  man  is 
.apparently  only  a  transitory,  dying  nonentity,  whose  very 
memory  will  be  blotted  forever  from  the  universe  as  in  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye.  A  pygmy,  a  nothing,  he  flashes  upon 
the  universal  spatial  panorama.  The  life  of  his  whole  race  is 
but  a  gusty  whirl  of  selfishness,  full  of  ignorance,  egoism, 
disease,  pain,  agony — a  feeble  flash  out  of  the  eternal  deeps, 
and  its  place  is  known  no  more. 

As  in  a  trance  the  man  reverts  to  his  childhood,  his  youth, 
his  earlier  davs — once  in  a  while  when  the  seething  of  the 
life-battle  ebbs  for  an  instant.  The  fair  receding  vistas  appeal 
to  him,  as,  one  after  another,  scenes  stand  out  like  the  figures 
in  a  confused  dream.  The  eye  moves  forward  as  it  were 
through  a  golden  haze.  The  shadows  lengthen.  The  years 
flit  by.  "  Life  is  real,  life  is  earnest,"  he  mutters.  .  .  .  Surelv 
this  is  not  the  Present.  But  it  is.  Past  and  future  always 
brightening,  present  ah\a\s  leaden  and  cold.  Beyond,  beyond 
— what  is  be}ond  ?  A  few  fool'sh,  selfish  hopes  ;  the  shatter- 
ing and  crash  of  ideals  ;  a  sinking  to  the  state  of  swinish, 
pseudo-content;  then  senility  and  Death.  A  flicker  and  a 
void.      "  Only  this  and  nothing  more."" 

"  The  esseniialiy  ridiculous  and  evanescent  nature  of  human 
endeavor"'   (Charles   K.  Russell  :    "Such  Stuff  as  Dreams"). 

But  we  expand  our  vision,  and,  leaving  behind  this  tiny 
sphere,  start  on  a  mental  journey  that  never  ends.  What  is 
that  bright  orb  shining  with  stupendous  power  in  the  heavens 
off"  yonder?  It  is  "  the  sun,""  only  a  trifling,  inferior  dot  out 
of  innumerable  others  that  are  witfiin  mortal  sight  ;  but  yet 
immeasurabl)'  larger  than  "the  earth""  we  live  on.  As  we 
progress,  star  after  star  is  passed,  each  a  sun  with  doubtless 
its  numerous  attending  planets.  Bewildered,  we  shoot  forward 
meteor-like  farther  and  farther.      Lustrous  star-suns  gleam  on 
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every  side.  On,  on  I  The  miles  rush  by  in  great  billions  and 
we  strive  to  pierce  the  t^org-eous  secrets  of  this  star-spangled 
iniinitv.  We  cannot  do  it.  Whole  universes  become  as 
nothing.  Star-clusters,  the  farthest  distant  heavenly  bodies 
visible  through  the  telescope,  are  merely  groups  of  universes 
like  ours  ;  titanic  a«2"ere2rations  of  matter  and  movement  that 
nevertheless  are  as  nothing".  Light,  travelling  at  the  rate  of 
186,000  miles  a  second,  requires  two  million  years  to  reach 
this  earth  from  there  ;  so  that  astronomers  see  these  clusters 
to-day,  not  as  they  are,  but  as  they  were  in  the  dusky  glimmer 
of  twenty  thousand  glorious  centuries  ago.  Every  cluster 
might  have  perished  for  aye  nineteen  centuries  back,  but  people 
on  our  globe  would  continue  still  to  see  them  shining  full  and 
fair  for  one  hundred  thousand  years  from  the  date  on  which 
these  feeble  words  are  read. 

(To  he  continued.) 


ECCE   HOMO  ! 

"Good    Friday,"  1908. 

BY  D.    H.    G. 

:o: 

On   the  dead   past  not  even   dead   flesh   hath    power, 
Deeds  jjive  results  that  no  forgiveness  quells, 
Not  all   the  various  Heavens  or  all  the  Hells- 
Men's  Hope  or  Fear,   of  Superstition's  dower. 
Can  purchase  back   the  flight  of  one  brief  hour. 
O  gentle  Nazarene  !    not  Pity  dwells 
In   Christian   minds,    but  pompous  worship  swells — 
The  praise  of  heads  held  high  but  hearts  that  cower. 
Glad   of  a  Whipping-boy  for  all   their  sin  : 
Glad   that   thy   coi-pse  was   lansom  for  their  gain  : 
Drink  they  your  blood  ;  thy  flesh   their  bread  doth  leaven 
And  myriad   slaves,   that  they  their  peace  might  win, 
PurchavSe  their  earthly  pleasure   with   thine  earthly  pain, 
And   climb  by   thy  dead   shoulders   to   their   Heaven. 


He  that  wrestles  with  us  strengthens  our  nerves,  and  sharpens  our  skill. 
Our  antagonist  is  our  helper. — Burke. 
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JUDGE  EWING'S  ADDRESS  AT  THE  COURT 

HOUSE. 


BY    B.     F.     UNDERWOOD,     OUINCY,     ILL. 

The  writer,  who  had  never  seen  or  heard  Judge  Ewing,  went 
to  the  court  house  last  Sunday  afternoon  to  hear  the  cele- 
brated exponent  of  Christian  Science  present  his  views  to  a 
Ouincy  audience.  The  judge  is  a  rather  fine  looking  man, 
and  his  appearance  prepossesses  one  in  his  favor.  He  is  a 
persuasive  talker,  not  a  close  or  deep  thinker,  nor  a  logical 
reasoner.  He  discourses  in  an  easy,  conversational  tone, 
rising  at  limes  to  a  simple  eloquence  and  fervor  which  increase 
his  impressiveness  as  a  speaker.  He  has  some  power  of 
picturesque  description  ;  he  is  especially  happy  in  the  por- 
trayal of  character,  and  in  comparisons  and  illustrations  by 
personal  incidents  and  anecdotes.  The  judge  had  a  large, 
fine  audience,  and  he  was  listened  to  with  close  attention.  All 
present  heard  him  quietly,  not  a  few  acquiescently  and  ap- 
provingly, b.ut  there  was  no  sign  of  enthusiasm. 

The  writer  expected  a  philosophical  exposition  of  the 
Christian  Science  doctrine.  But  in  this  he  was  disappointed, 
for  there  was  no  attempt  to  present  the  philosophical  aspects 
c^f  the  cult,  nor  to  show  that  its  teachings  are  in  harmony  with 
the  best  matured  science  and  philosophy  of  the  age.  The 
lecture  was  reconciliative  in  spirit  and  an  attempt  to  win  the 
approval  and  acceptance  of  the  speaker's  views  by  insisting 
that  Christian  Science  is  reall\  what  professed  Christians 
generally  claim  to  believe.  He  did  not,  he  said,  find  any 
antagonism  to  Christian  Science  proper.  What  is  antagonized 
is  that  which  people  imagine  Christian  Science  to  be,  but 
which  it  is  not,  and  to  which  he  and  Christian  Scientists  are 
as  much  opposed  as  are  any  of  the  Christian  sects.  The  chief 
difference  between  Christian  Scientists'  belief,  and  the  belief 
of  other  Christians  is,  he  declar.ed,  that  the  former  simply 
believe  what  the  latter  think  or  pretend  they  believe.  The 
judge  declared  that  it  is  a  mistake  to  consider  healing  the 
essential  part  oi  the  Christian  Science  system,  since  it  is 
only  incidental.  Yet,  the  speaker  said,  healing  is  vastly 
important,  since  it  gives  evidence  to  the  world  of  the  divine 
character  of  the  Christian  Science  system,  and  the  performance 
of  cures,  like   those    which    Christ    and    his  disciples  effected 
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nineteen  centuries  aq-o,  demonstrates  that  the  system  pro- 
pounded by  Mrs.  Eddy  is  identical  with  the  gospel  which 
Christ  and  his  disciples  taught  and  practised  in  their  day. 
Mrs.  Eddy  was  eulogized  as  a  lady  of  most  exalted  character 
and  as  the  discoverer  of  the  key  which  unlocks  the  Christian 
scriptures — God's  revelation  to  man. 

All  this  was  very  interesting,  but  not  very  convincing  to  the 
writer.  "Christian  Science"  to  us  is  a  misnomer.  Science 
is  not  Christian  any  more  than  it  is  Buddhistic  or  Mohamme- 
dan. Science  is  knowledge — knowledge  organized  in  distinction 
to  fragmentary  or  common  knowledg-e,  and  it  cannot  properly 
be  labeled  with  the  name  of  any  religious  sect  or  system,  with 
the  name  of  any  variety,  species,  or  genus  of  religion.  And 
then  Christianity  is  a  system  of  doctrines,  and  not  a  science. 
The  theological  dogmas  of  Christianity  do  not  belong  to  the 
realm  of  demonstration  or  verification,  and  form  no  part  in 
the  bod}'  of  science.  If  they  did,  there  would  be  no  doubts  or 
disputes  in  regard  to  them.  In  one  sense,  Christianity  is  a 
system  of  faith,  but  faith,  instead  of  being  scientific,  begins 
where  science  ends.  The  province  of  theology  is  beyond  the 
field  of  experimental  knowledge,  and  the  term  Christian 
Science,  therefore,  has  no  justification  in  the  use  of  language, 
the  object  of  which  should  be  to  convey  accurate  thought  and 
not  to  conceal  or  confuse  it. 

The  only  argument  which  the  judge  made  in  support  of  the 
divine  character  of  Christian  Science,  was  the  cure  of  disease 
which  is  eflfected  by  its  disciples.  Surely  this  is  an  old  argu- 
ment used  by  hundreds  of  other  systems  which  have  had  their 
day  and  passed  away,  or  which  still  linger  on  the  earth.  The 
Mormons  have  made  most  of  their  converts  by  appealing  to 
the  wonderful  cures  which  have  been  performed  by  invoking 
the  divine  spirit.  That  is  the  first  argument  one  hears  when 
he  talks  with  a  zealous  Mormon  out  in  Utah  or  elsewhere. 
Joseph  Smith  performed  such  cures.  William  Smith,  a  brother 
of  Joseph,  gave  to  the  writer  of  this  article  a  long  list  of  the 
cures  which  he  had  seen  performed  by  his  brother,  the  prophet. 
One  was  the  case  of  a  man,  whom  the  doctors  declared  to  be 
hopelessly  insane.  Joseph  Smith  was  called,  and  by  one 
sentence  he  restored  the  man  to  his  natural  mental  condition, 
in  which  he  remained  durino-  the  rest  of  his  life.  At  the  ereat 
meetings  of  the  Mormons,  scores  and  hundreds  have  been 
seen    going    away,    claiming    that    they    had    been    cured    of 
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diseases  from  v,  hich  they  had  suffered  for  years,  which  to 
them  was  the  strong-est  possible  evidence  of  the  truth  of^  the 
Mormon  reHg"ion.  Dowie,  in  Chicago  as  well  as  in  other 
parts  of  the  world,  built  up  his  religious  organization  largely 
through  the  influence  of  the  cures  which  he  effected.  Who 
does  not  remember  Schlatter,  the  Denver  "Christ,"  whose 
wonderful  powers  of  healing  disease,  as  it  was  claimed,  at- 
tracted thousands  of  people,  many  oi^  whom  were  ready  to 
testity  to  the  cure  or  relief  which  was  given  them  by  merely 
touching  the  hand  of  the  prophet  ?  We  have  seen  persons 
who  declared  that  they  received  the  greatest  possible  benefit 
physically  from  the  treatment  which  that  religious  enthusiast 
administered.  Paul  Caster,  at  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  had  a  hotel 
and  hospital  combined.  The  building  was  crowded  by  patients 
v.'ho  Vv-ent  there  for  treatment.  Paul  Caster  was  an  illiterate 
man,  rather  gross  in  his  appearance  and  habits,  but  apparently 
sincere  in  his  claim  to  the  possession  of  the  power  to  remove 
disease.  He  declared  that  he  did  not  know  the  source  o(  this 
power,  but  that  it  had  been  with  him  for  year^,  and  in  that 
place  the  writer  talked  with  scores  of  people,  who  declared 
that  he  had  cured  them  of  most  obstinate  diseases  ;  and  there 
was  one  room  in  the  hospital  in  which  were  hundreds  o{ 
crutches  and  other  appliances  left  there  by  patients  who  had 
come  unable  to  walk  and  had  gone  without  the  need  of  the 
aids  which  were  left  as  unmistakable  evidences  of  the  wonder- 
fu'  vrork  of  their  benefactor. 

I'Jiie  man  Scheinefurth,  at  Rockford,  Illinois,  gavethe  testi- 
mon\-  of  inmdreds  who  had  been  treated  by  him  whose  power, 
through  the  divine  spirit,  as  he  claimed,  had  removed  their 
diseases. 

In  every  century  since  the  founding  of  the  Christian  religion, 
and  even  before,  sects  ha\e  existed  which  have  made  the  same 
claims  in  regard  lo  power  over  disease,  and  there  was  no  lack 
of  testimony  as  to  the  truth  of  these  claims.  The  same  method 
essentially  which  is  in  use  b\^  Christian  Scientists  has  been  in 
use  b\'  those  who  never  heard  the  term  "  Christian  Science," 
but  who  have  appealed  to  passages  in  the  Scriptures,  such  as 
the  last  few  verses  in  the  last  chapter  of  Mark,  as  evidence 
that  these  cures  were  performed  by  the  power  of  God,  and 
that  the  faith,  in  the  name  of  which  they  were  performed,  was 
the  faith  taught  by  Christ  and  his  disciples. 

Whv  claim  that  Mrs.  Eddy  furnished  the  key  which  unlocks 
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the  Christian  Scriptures,  when  the  same  ideas  and  practices 
which  she  has  inculcated  have  heen  advanced  by  others  in 
every  period  of  Christian  history  ? 

We  have  no  disposition  to  disparage  Christian  Science.  We 
beheve  it  contains  a  modicum  of  truth,  as  much  truth,  i'.  may- 
be, as  is  contained  by  any  other  of  the  Christian  sects,  and  we 
do  not  doubt  that  many  have  been  benefited  physically  and 
mentally  by  the  teaching's  of  this  cult.  What  we  here  criticize 
is,  not  the  system  itself,  but  the  superficial  arg-uments  of  Judge 
Ewing"  to  show  its  pre-eminence  over  all  other  systems,  and  to 
maintain  the  unfounded  and  preposterous  claims  of  Mrs.  Edd)'. 
That  she  is  an  estimable  woman  we  do  not  deny,  but  that  she 
is  a  g-reat  philosophical  teacher  or  that  she  has  made  any  dis- 
covery w^hich  entitles  her  to  the  honor  bestowed  upon  her  bv 
disciples  like  Judg-e  Ewing,  we  cannot  believe. 

In  his  prelude  Judge  Ewing  made  some  taking-  and  touching- 
remarks,  referring  to  his  former  residence  and  associations  in 
Ouincy,  where  he  began  the  practice  of  law  here  fort}-eight 
years  ago.  He  paid  a  fine  tribute  to  the  Ouincy  bar  of  that 
day,  of  which  he  said  that  he  was  the  only  member  still  living, 
and  he  expressed  satisfaction  with  the  ability  and  high 
character  of  the  men  who  have  succeeded  those  with  whom  he 
was  associated  in  the  legal  profession  in  his  early  years. 


SIR  OLIVER  LODGE  AND  RECENT 
SPIRITUALISM. 


5Y    J.     B.     W, 

— • — u  >: 


Sir  Oliver  Lodge  has  lately  recei\ed  considerable  cheap  advertising-,  some 
of  which,  we  believe,  will  hardly  add  lustre  to  his  reputation.  His  latest 
discoveries  in  the  spirit  world  have  not  even  the  merit  of  novelty.  They 
are  just  the  same  old  thing  under  a  very  slightly  altered  aspect.  A  number 
of  eminent  spirits  have  been  communicated  with,  but,  as  we  sometimes  find 
it  on  earth,  there  is  evidently  a  dearth  of  ideas  in  the  spirit  world,  and 
absolutely  nothing-  of  any  importance  has  been  communicated.  Still,  it  is 
of  interest  to  know  that  our  spirits,  spooks,  surviving  intelligences,  or  what- 
ever the  Spiritualists  are  pleased  to  call  them,  are  still  hovering-  around  the 
planet  and  refuse  to  be  shaken  off  or  discourag-ed  by  the  roug-h  usage  to 
which  they  have  been  subjected  on  earth.  Sir  Oliver  has  probably  counted 
upon  the  support  and    approval,  not   only   of  the  class  of  investigfators  to 
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which  he  beions^s,  hut  of  Christians  and  denominationalists  everywhere, 
who  ahnost  universally  believe  in  the  supernatural.  He  treats  us  to  a  little 
hocus-pocus  about  a  mysterious  packag-e  containing  messages,  and  which 
some  one  left  with  instructions  not  to  open  until  tve  had  passed  into  the 
solrit  world  and  had  communicated  the  'enclosed  messages  to  the  Society 
of  Psychical  Research.  Sir  Oliver  assures  us  that  he  has  other  instances 
equally  as  good  as  this,  which  he  will  unload  upon  us  at  an  early  date. 

O.ie  of  his  most  proniineiit  statements  is  that  existence  is  continuous  and 
that  there  is  absolutely  no  break  in  personal  identity.  In  the  face  of  such 
remarkable  discoveries  it  is  strange  we  have  made  so  little  progress  in 
getting  into  touch  with  the  spirit  world,  and  in  getting  sensible  and  reliable 
messages.  It  seems  to  be  just  about  as  difficult  to  do  this  as  to  get  reliable 
information  from  Mars.  The  spiritualist  or  psychical  investigator  explains 
this  by  saying  that  the  spirits  find  it  hard  to  make  use  of  earthly  intelli- 
gences. It  is  interesting  to  note  the  opinion  of  Sir  William.  Ramsay  with 
regard  to  the  alleged  discoveries  : — 

"  Sir  William  Ramsay,  who  was  formerly  a  member  of  the  Psychical 
Research  Society,  while  conceding  that  Sir  Oliver  Lodge  is  absolutely 
sincere  in  his  belief  that  it  is  possible  to  hold  communication  with  the  dead, 
i ,  convinced  the  phenomena  which  so  impressed  Sir  Oliver  can  be  ascribed 
to  hallucination.  Sir  William,  during  his  membership  of  the  Society, 
attended  many  seances  and  acquired  conviction  that  many  of  the  so-called 
manifestations  were  merely  humbug.  He  consequently  withdrew  from  the 
society.  He  says  that  Prof.  Wm.  Crookes  detailed  to  him  far  more 
wonderful  phenomena  than  those  described  by  Sir  Oliver,  but,  while  it  was 
impossible  to  doubt  Sir  William  Crookes'  word,  he  was  compelled  to 
lemain  a  sceptic  because  he  had  not  seen  the  same  things  him.^e!f. " 

Sir  Oliver  Lodge  evidently  gives  the  study  of  mediumship  a  very  high 
p'.ace  as  a  means  of  arriving  at  scientific  truth,  and  female  mediums  are 
apparently  the  most  fruitful  and  interesting  material.  We  feel  confident, 
however,  from  our  experience  along  the  same  line,  that  if  Sir  Oliver  would 
place  his  subjects  under  treatment  for  hysteria,  or  at  any  rate  would  reso- 
lutely refuse  to  be  gulled,  he  would  be  doing  a  much  greater  service  to 
humanity,  by  preventing  the  dissemination  oi'  humbug. 

\  good  deal  more  has  been  done  towards  solving  the  question  of  the  life 
that  now  is  by  those  biologists  and  physiologists  who  are  patiently  studying 
the  phenomena  of  nerve  tissue  and  cellidar  composition  and  structure. 
Dr.  James  H.  Hyslop,  another  noted  psychologist  or  ghost-hunter,  remarks 
that  "  we  cannot  yet  scien'ifically  account  for  apparitions."  We  feel  per- 
suaded that  if  Dr.  Hvslop  would  drop  the  study  of  medivunship,  or  at  least 
subordinate  it  to  the  study  of  biology,  histology,  and  kindred  subjects,  he 
would  acquire  a  class  of  knowledge  which  is  both  more  satisfying  and  more 
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likely  ultimately  to   shed  li^-ht    upon  the  mystery  of  our  existence  and   the 
other  problems  of  which  we  are  groping-  after  a  solution. 

We  would  like  to  call  to  the  Doctor's  attention  the  fact  that  apparitions 
are  quite  common  to  diseased  mentalities.  Our  asylums  are  full  of  people 
who  see  visions  and  converse  with  unrealities,  and  we  should  not  be  sur- 
prised to  know  that  people  at  the  point  of  death  and  just  on  the  verge  of 
physical  dissolution,  should  be  subject  to  such  mental  disturbances  as 
apparitions,  etc. 

The  Society  for  Psychical  Research  in  England,  of  which  Prime  Minister 
Balfour  was  president,  investigated  three  hundred  and  fifty  cases  of  appari- 
tions to  the  dying  in  England  and  Wales.  It  rejected  two  hundred  and 
seventy  cases  as  not  sufficiently  authenticated,  dismissed  twenty-eight  other 
cases  for  various  reasons,  and  declared  the  fifty-two  remaining  apparitions 
as  beyond  the  laws  of  chance  or  the  possibility  of  fraud,  but  inexplicable. 
In  comparison  with  these  results  we  place  the  testimony  of  the  eminent 
physician.  Dr.  Wm.  Osier  :  "In  modern  life  the  educated  man  dies  usually 
as  did  Mr.  Denner  in  Margaret  Deland's  story — wondering,  but  uncertain, 
generally  unconscious  and  unconcerned.  I  have  careful  records  of  about 
five  hundred  death-beds,  studied  particularly  with  reference  to  the  modes 
of  death  and  the  sensations  of  the  dying.  The  latter  alone  concern  us 
here.  Ninety  suffered  bodily  pain  or  distress  of  one  sort  or  another,  eleven 
showed  mental  apprehension,  two  positive  terror,  one  expressed  spiritual 
exaltation,  one  bitter  remorse.  The  great  majority  gave  no  sign  one  way 
or  the  other  ;  like  their  birth,  their  death  was  a  sleep  and  a  forgetting. 
The  Preacher  was  right:  in  this  matter  man  hath  no  pre-eminence  over  the 
beast — '  As  the  one  dieth  so  dieth  the  other.'  " 

Those  who  are  in  touch  with  the  subject  know  that  progress  is  slowly 
but  none  the  less  surely  being  made  in  the  direction  of  finding  out  what  life 
really  is,  and  this  has  been  arrived  at  by  the  investigation,  both  microscop- 
ical and  chemical,  of  the  changes  which  go  on  in  the  individual  cell. 
Karyokinesis,  or  cell  division,  presents  a  strange  and  interesting  problem, 
and  the  study  of  this  and  other  problems  connected  with  the  structure  of 
the  cell  seems  likely  to  solve  not  only  the  question  of  what  life  really  is,  but 
heredity  as  well,  and  it  is  only  when  we  arrive  at  an  understanding  of  the 
meaning  of  life  that  we  shall  be  prepared  to  advance  to  the  consideiation 
of  problems  based  upon  it. 


A  professor  in  chemistry  one  day  asked  a  student  :  "  Suppose  you  were 
summoned  to  the  side  of  a  patient  who  had  accidentally  swallowed  a  heavy 
dose  of  oxalic  acid,  what  would  you  administer?" 

The  student  who,  studying  for  the  ministry,  took  chemistry  because  it 
was  obligatory  in  the  course,  replied  :  "  I  would  administer  the  sacrament. " 
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TO   SHELLEY. 

FY    VICTOR    B.     NEUBERG. 


[Shelley  teas  born  at  Field  Place,  Horsham,  Sussex. ) 

Radiant  son  of  the  South,  whose  fingers 
Strayed  in  love  o'er  a  heart-strung  lyre, 

The  glamor  of  Summer's  veil  still  lingers 
Over  the  hills  of  thy  native  shire. 

Sweetest  of  all  our  country's  singers, 

Whose  voice  was  flame,  and  whose  eyes  were  fire  ! 

The  wind  on  the  heath  thy  words  still  carries 
Over  the  valleys  and  hills  thou  didst  know  : 

Still  the  song  of  the  springtide  tarries, 

Wrapt  in  the  rivers  and  mountain  snow, — 

Still  the  gorse  on  the  hill-side  marries 
The  summer  sky  to  the  earth  below. 

Hawthorn  buds  in  the  lanes  are  springing  ; 

The  chestnuts  rustle  in  living  green  ; 
Still  are  the  sky-larks  upward  winging 

Over  the  fields  where  thou  hast  been. 
Still  the  wild  sea  her  spray  is  liinging, 

Glittering  greenly  in  sunlight  sheen. 

Brother  and  bard,  thy  voice's  thunder 

Changed  the  grey  sky  of  the  past  to  white  : 

Still  we  listen  in  pain  and  wonder — 
Still  we  weep  in  our  hearts'  delight 

When  the  golden  sun  at  eve  goes  under 
The  earth's  red  rim  at  the  touch  of  Night. 

Over  the  hills  the  stars  are  gleaming, 

In  silver  moonlight  the  hamlets  sleep  ; 
The  gulls  in  the  darkness  have  ceased  their  screaming, 

And  silence  reigns,  and  the  night  is  deep. 
And  dawning  lies  in  the  land  of  dreaming. 

Where  thou  didst  wander,  where  tliou  didst  weep. 

Dawn's  noblest  singer, — the  earth  that  bore  us 
Sang  the  wide  songs  that  thou  didst  sing — 

Still  we  join  in  the  earth's  deep  chorus. 
Still  the  echoes  we  outward  fling. 

Still  the  pathway  lies  far  before  us. 

But  Love  the  portals  shall  wider  swing  ! 

Pure  in  passion,  with  lustless  longing 

For  love,  thou  hast  sung  of  another  race. 
Who,  in  the  bosom  of  Earth,  are  thronging 
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To  come  to  light,  and  to  see  her  face : 
In  the  years  to  be,  who  loves  by  wronging 
Shall  burn  in  the  fires  of  his  own  disgrace. 

Singer  of  Freedom,  by  Love  hadst  thou  being  ! 

Singer  of  Love,  thou  by  Freeddm  hast  won  ! 
Freedom  and  Love  shall  each  other  be  freeing 

In  Earth's  greener  years,  'neath  a  kindlier  sun. 
Who  that  doth  sing  from  his  heart  is  not  seeing 

The  dawn  that  shall  rise  when  the  night  shall  be  done  ? 

Our  songs  shall  rise  as  the  dawn  grows  whiter, 
Our  hearts  shall  throb  with  the  promise  of  Day  ; 

'Neath  skies  moi'e  deep,  and  in  sunlight  brighter, 
With  gold-strung  lyres  we  will  go  our  way — 

Take  thou  this  lay  of  a  dawning  lighter, 

A  song  of  the  spring-tide,  of  Sussex  in  May. 


THE  ORIGIN  OF  OUR  IDEAS. 


BY    C.     H.     SALEEBY,     M.D.     (eDIX.  )    I.N     "EVOLUTION    THE    MASTER    KEY.  "^ 

-.o: 

The  ideas  of  j^ravitation,  of  "art  for  art's  sake,"  of  the  rights  of  a 
minority — to  choose  the  first  examples  that  suggest  themselves — are 
obviously  acquired.  Most  of  us  can  remember  when  first  these  and  a 
myriad  other  complex  ideas  were  first  learned  or  presented  to  us.  We 
may  not  similarly  be  able  to  remember  our  acquirement  of  the  idea  of  God, 
which  was  early  instilled  ;  but  some  of  us  may  remember  instilling  this 
idea  into  a  child,  and  would  not  question  that  the  child  acquired  the  idea, 
and  was  not  born  with  it,  or  with  any  innate  necessity  to  form  it.  Yet  it 
has  been  maintained  that  this  is  a  necessary  and,  essentially,  an  innate 
idea. 

If  we  take,  however,  the  acquired  idea  of  gravitation,  and  proceed  to 
analyze  it,  we  immediately  discover  therein  certain  elements  the  origin  of 
which  is  by  no  means  so  evident.  Such  ideas,  implicit  in  that  of  gravita- 
tion, and  necessary  antecedents  of  it,  are  those  of  number,  space,  motion, 
and  tiyne.  None  of  us  remember  an  occasion  on  which  these  ideas  were 
acquired,  or  on  which  we  instilled  them  into  others.  Further  consideration 
shows  that  all  our  ideas,  save  very  few,  can  be  shown  to  involve  some  one 
or  more  members  of  that  scanty  category.  These  ideas,  of  which  that  of 
space  may  be  taken  as  the  most  characteristic,  cannot  be  traced  to  experi- 
ence, but  seem  to  underlie  all  experience — to  be  in  fact,  as  Kant  declared 
them,  forms  of  the  mind,  necessary  methods  or  means  or  apparatus  by  which 
and  in  terms  of  which  we  think.      It  would  appear  then,  that  certain  funda- 
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mental  ideas,  which  are  themselves  incapable  of  analysis,  and  which  all 
our  acquired  ideas  pre-suppose,  must  be  innate,  or  inborn — part  of  the 
orig-inal  structure  with  which  the  young  mind  is  furnished  before  it  has 
undergone  any  experience  whatever. 

But  it  was  proved  by  John  Locke,  of  Oxford,*  in  his  **  Essay  Concerning 
the  Human  Understanding-,"  that  we  are  possessed  of  no  innate  ideas  what- 
ever, but  that  even  the  idea  of  space  is  derived  by  experience.  According 
to  the  father  of  scientific  psychology,  the  mind  of  the  new-born  infant  is  a 
tahida  raxa,  a  blank  sheet  of  paper,  without  structure  or  prepossessions, 
mere'v  capable  of  receiving,  with  complete  indifference,  and  without  any 
contribution  or  prejudices  of  its  own,  whatever  ideas  experience  may  impress 
upon  it. 

But  it  is  evident  that,  though  the  doctrine  of  innate  ideas  is  untenable, 
yet  it  is  impossible  to  regard  the  mind  of  the  new-boin  child  as  a  sheet  of 
blank,  smooth,  unruled  paper,  destitute  of  even  grain  or  watermark.  1  do 
not  p  opose  here  to  rehearse  Locke's  demonstration  that  there  are  no  innate 
ideas,  for  his  book  may  be  had  for  a  shilling  or  two  anywhere,  and  its 
dignified  and  lucid  style,  such  as  no  mere  artist  in  words  has  ever  surpassed, 
makes  it  a  permanent  delight  even  to  those  who  might  fancy  that  its  matter 
includes  nothing  with  which  they  are  unacquainted.  But  we  may  contem- 
plate the  doctrine  of  innate  ideas  in  the  light  of  modern  embryology,  of 
which  Locke,  of  course,  knew  nothing.  Every  human  being  begins  as  a 
single  microscopic  cell,  and  whoso  can  conceive  that  such  a  cell  is  possessed 
of  even  one  simple  idea  need  fear  no  intellectual  problem — the  inconceivable 
does  not  exist  for  him. 

Ytt  we  have  said  that  it  is  impossible  to  refer  to  individual  experience 
the  origin  of  our  fundamental  ideas.  This  has  been  shown^beyond  dispute 
by  many  lines  of  argument  which  this  is  not  the  place  to  rehearse  ;  but, 
for  nnself,  I  am  even  content  to  justify  this  contention  by  what  I  conceive 
to  be  a  mdiirtlo  (id  (ibxurduiu  of  the  tabula  raxa  theory.  If  the  mind  be 
nothing-  but  a  structureless  sheet  of  white  paper,  pray  what  difference  is 
there  between  the  mind  of  a  Shakespeare,  an  idiot,  a  "baby,  and  a  cat  ? 
"  One  thing  happeneth  to  them  all  " — each  experiences  the  phenomena 
which  we  express  in  terms  of  space  and  time  and  motion  and  number  ;  why 
are  not  the  results  identical  in  each  case  ?  On  the  iahala  rasa  theory  all 
mindit,  adult  or  infantine,  human  or  sub-human,  should  yield  the  same 
mental  products  when  exposed  each  to  the  same  environment.  The  only 
conceivabie  difference  between  one  mind  and  another,  if  each  be  a  tabula 
rasa,  is  that  one  is  bigger  than  another,  and  the  products  should  differ  only 

♦  It  need  hardly  be  said  that  the  university  of  which  he  is  now  the  chief  glory  for- 
bade his  works  to  be  printed  or  read. 
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i-n  as  far  as  more  can  be  written  on  a  larg-e  sheet  of  paper  than  on  a  small 
one. 

Thus  we  can  neither  accept  the  theory  of  innate  ideas,  w-hich  is  not  only 
disproved  by  argument,  but  which  an  elementary  knowledge  of  embryology 
makes  more  than  incredible  ;  nor  the  theory  that  all  minds  start  alike^ 
having  inherited  nothing  and  being  without  any  innate  predispositions. 

This  dilemma  has  been  abolished  by  Herbert  Spencer,  but  ere  we  consider 
how,  one  may  perhaps  be  forgiven  for  a  sm.all  digression  on  the  subject  of 
such  dilemmas  in  general.  There  are  many  instances  of  them,  such  as  the 
"  unanswerable  "  evidence  against  the  freedom  of  the  will,  and  the 
"unanswerable"  testimony  of  self-consciousness  that  the  will  i.s  free. 
Similarly  "  science  "  and  "  religion  "  are  supposed  to  have  reached  various 
conclusions,  mutually  exclusive,  yet  not  to  be  overthrown  by  the  efforts  of 
the  other  party.  In  philosophical  language,  these  are  called  antinomies,  or 
larvs  against  laws.  We^^we  the  doctrine  of  antinomies  to  Kant.  The 
"pure  reason  "  comes  to  our  conclusion,  the  "practical  reason"  to  the 
opposite  conclusion.  We  must,  therefore,  it  is  said,  accept  both  without 
making  the  futile  attempt  to  reconcile  them.  In  theology  we  have  an 
example  of  antinomy  in  the  doctrine  of  free-will  and  God's  fore-knowledge 
of  our  actions.  Mr.  Mallock  has  popularized  the  notion  of  antinomies,  and 
expresses  the  conclusion  to  which — as  is  said — we  are  forced,  in  the  phrase 
"  a  practical  synthesis  of  contradicteries."  Similarly  we  are  told  that  the 
best  way  of  treating  the  contradictory  assertions  of  "  science  "  and 
"  religion  "  is  to  do  as  Faraday  said  he  did — keep  them  in  separate  pockets  ; 
for  "  science  and  religion  proceed  from  different  centres  and  cannot  and 
need  not  be  reconciled." 

In  other  and  plain  words,  then,  we  are  asked  simultaneously  to  believe 
that  black  is  black  and  also  that  black  is  white.  To  which  the  plain  man — 
more  power  to  his  elbow — will  reply  that  there  must  be  "  something  wrong 
somewhere;"  or,  in  the  familiar  phrase,  "You  must  have  it  one  way  or 
the  other."  But  these  "reconcilers  of  science  and  religion"  and  exponents 
of  the  pure  and  practical  reason  keep  on  asserting  that  which  logic  and 
experience  assure  us  to  be  impossible — that  one  can  both  eat  one's  cake 
and  have  it.  The  honest  thinker  who  cares  to  be  true  to  the  laws  of  his 
own  mind,  and  knows  the  difference  between  paying  his  debts  and  not  paying 
his  debts,  will  angrily  silence  these  sophists  who  propose  to  cheat  Truth 
with  vacuous  words,  and  will  reply  that,  until  he  has  proof  to  the  contrary, 
he  would  rather  believe  nothing  than  that  any  fact  or  law  of  this  cosmos  is 
inconsistent  or  incompatible  with  any  other  fact  or  law.  Else  why  not 
call  a  spade  a  spade,  and  this  house  divided  against  itself  not  a  cosmos  or 
a  universe,  but  a  chaos  or  higgledy-piggledy  ?  When  we  are  faced  with 
such   apparent   contradictions  it  is   our  duty  to    suspend  judgment-^that 
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foremost  sig'n  of  the  trained  mind — until  there  shall  be  discovered  some 
higher  truth,  in  the  liijht  of  which  contradiction  is  seen  to  be  not  contra- 
diction, but  confirmation  and  complement. 

( 7V>  .he  conthmed. ) 


^  Mad    Murdock.  f 

(^  o^;.^  <y^><^<>^,o^tm:o  o^-^^&o  <^3S-»  <^^/^i^  o^^J^o  <^Tm<'  o^1&^  <^'f&o  o^-J6^-  o^)G&*  o^, 

LITTLE  SAMMY  ON  ROYALTY. 

RoiLTV  is  king's,  an'  there  wifes  is  princess,  an'  there  doters  is  sot  after  bi 
steal  magriets,  hoo  wants  to  marry  them  so  as  to  get  there  titils. 

King's  is  good  for  lots  of  things  an'  wen  won  dyes  they  make  another^ 
an'  that  makes  wurk  for  the  poor  and  kneady. 

Kings  is  good  to  put  on  hats  that  won't  sell  otherwise,  i  got  a  tin  off 
sardeens  wunce  an'  jt  had  a  king  on  the  box  an'  the  shiners  tasted  like  the 
smel  off  the  ingine  car  off  the  oty-mow-beal.  if  they  couldent  g-et  no  other 
kind  of  fishes  in  the  box  they  shood  of  put  sum  uther  name  onto  it. 

A  seagar  with  a  king  onto  it  smoaks  strate  threw  the  midel  unless  it 
cums  out  at  the  sighed  an'  that  shose  its  rank,  bob  smiley  cum  two  sea 
cis  won  knight  an'  he  had  a  king  hat  on  won  sighed  off  his  hed,  an'  a  king 
cegar  on  the  uthur.  Cis  sed  she  did,  i  just  luv  seagar  smoak,  but  ma  she 
went  out  2  the  kitching  were  they  wus  burnin'  fethers  off  of  a  guse,  and 
sed  she  felt  releaved. 

Sumtimes  kings  is  bad  an  sew  is  quens.  unkel  torn  sed  to  a  nother 
felo  won  da,  he  did,  that  he  staid  pat,  he  did,  one  nite  with  3  kings  an' too 
quens,  an'  they  cost  him  five  hundred  dolers.  ma  sed  they  must  of  et  lots 
of  dishes  2  cost  so  match,  an'  it  wuzn't  fare  2  m;iik  unkel  pay.  But  unkel 
sed  ma  was  only  a  gurl  an'  dident  no  mutch. 

Kings  is  of. both  seckses,  .animal  an  vegitabul,  as  4  example  the  king 
bird  wich  is  the  most  tcrobu!  of  beests  an  the  king  bolt  wich  keeps  the 
horses  frum  goin  faster  than  the  wag'^gen.  Wun  da  it  cum  out  wen  we 
wus  drivin  2  church  down  a  stcap  hil,  and  the  preecher  sat  with  pa, 
the  hbrses  nayed  and  ran  down  a  steap  place,  but  the  wag-gen  turned 
turlel  an'  the  preecher  sed  god-hell-pus,  but  pa  struck  a  tree  an  his  feet 
struck  the  preecher  in  the  midst  an'  he  said  o  hel  !  pa  did,  an  they 
gathered  up  the  fragments  wich  wus  left.  the  preecher  sed  pa  aught  2  B 
sorrv,  an'  pa  sed  he  never  was  sorier  than  wen  the  king  bolt  cum  out  nor 
gladder  than  wen  the  horses  stopt.  the  preecher  don't  stop  to  hour  house 
know  moar  tliat's  awl   i  no  about  kings. 
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Some  Items  of   Present  Day  Superstition. 

While  Torrey  was  "  revivallingr "  recently  in  Chicag-o,  h:^ 
told  his  hearers  that  they  would  all  have  bodies  in  the  future 
life,  with  which  they  would  be  able  to  enjoy  food  just  as  they 
do  today.  Of  course,  he  religiously  neglected  all  attempts  to 
answer  childish  questions  as  to  where,  whsnand  how  this  was 
to  be  accomplished,  but  to  the  pious  believer  such  matters  are 
of  little  moment.  He  said  he  had  no  faith  in  "  ethereal  bodies 
floating-  around  in  space."  But,  unless  those  bodies  were  real 
and  substantial  bodies,  how  could  they  '' float  around  "  any- 
where ?  And  if  the  resurrected  bodies  were  substantial  enough 
to  "eat,  drink,  and  be  merry,"  where  else  could  they  "float 
around  "  unless  in  space?  Torrey  was  answering'  a  question, 
"  Why  should  Jesus  need  food  after  he  rose  from  the  dead  ?" 
and  very  dog'matically  he  replied  that  Jesus  did  not  reall)- need 
food,  but  he  had  a  body  capable  of  enjoying-  it,  "and  so  it  will 
be  with  all  of  us  !  "  And  the  satisfied  and  intelligent  audience 
cheered  the  omniscience  that  uttered  such  pious  wisdom. 
Surely  the  Age  of  Stupidity  is  slow  in  passing. 

In  the  American  controversy  about  the  omission  of  the 
motto  "In  God  We  Trust  "  from  the  new  American  coins, 
one  writer  playfully  remarks  that  "the  time  has  passed  when 
this  motto  meant  anvthing-  to  us.  We  have  Theodore  now." 
But  Theodore's  time  appears  to  becoming  to  an  end,  and  the 
Yanks  will  have  to  put  their  trust  in  Bryan  or  Taft,  instead 
of  in  the  cock-sure  Theodore  ;  and  as  these  men  are  both 
staunch  adherents  of  the  church  the  Mint  might  as  well  have 
leftthe  motto  on  the  coins.  But  there  has  been  a  big  chorus 
of  howls  from  the  descendants  of  Cotton  Mather,  some  of 
whom  seem  to  think  that  "  God  "  will  quit  Yankeeland  if  the 
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people  forget  him  when  they  count  the  proceeds  of  their 
robberies.  The  idea  that  "God  "  will  be  annoyed  because  he 
is  not  recognized  on  the  bonds  of  Mammon  is  worthy  of  a 
modern  civilized  Christian  country. 

When  William  Jennings  Bryan  was  in  Toronto  a  month  ago 
the  church  people  had  a  glorious  time.  Bryan  is  a  politician, 
a  Salvation  Amy  ranter,  and  a  Bible  critic  all  rolled  into  one, 
and  his  utterances  showed  clearly  how  effectually  piety  destroys 
a  man's  common  sense,  if  ever  he  possessed  any.  In  his 
sermon  to  the  students  at  Convocation  Hall  he  seems  to  have 
had  a  symphathetic  audience,  not  only  among  the  students, 
bnt  among  the  many  prominent  political  and  society  people 
present,  and  he  managed  to  put  as  much  misconception  and 
dogmatism  into  his  address  as  could  have  been  squeezed  into 
one  by  Torrey  or  Booth. 

Among  his  many  parrot-like  phrases  Mr.  Bryan  repeated 
the  old  one  that  "though  they  might  worship  God  in  many 
ways,  men  must  have  a  religion."  This  assertion  was  made 
in  a  university  which  for  a  generation  has  been  called  a 
"godless  university."  Then  he  said  "  it  was  not  smart  to  be 
sceptical  ;  it  was  foolish  to  call  a  man  '  liberal '  because  he  did 
not  believe  in  any  religious  sect,"  and  he  illustrated  the  idea 
by  relating  the  case  of  a  Baptist  who,  he  said,  had  become 
more  liberal  in  his  old  age  by  leaving  his  church  and  becoming 
a  drunkard.  A  story  quite  in  the  Sam  Jones  style.  All  men 
are  bad  who  don't  accept  my  doxy,  is  Bryan's  meaning. 

"  Man  needs  the  strength  which  comes  from  the  presence 
of  the  all-seeing  eye."  Bogey  talk  again.  "How  helpless 
and  hopeless  were  those  who  tried  to  reason  things  out  for 
themselves  alone."  The  essence  of  Catholic  teaching  is  in 
these  two  sentences.  As  if  it  were  better  to  take  somebody 
else's  reasoning  about  inscrutable  things  instead  of  our  own. 
And  what  help  is  it  to  anyone  who  tries  to  "reason  things 
out  for  himself  alone  "  if  he  does  imagine  that  an  unseen  eye 
is  watching  him  ?  Has  the  unseen  eye  ever  been  known  to 
solve  a  difficult  problem  for  a  hardly-pressed  student  who  has 
wasted  in  prayer  or  football  the  time  he  was  supposed  to  have 
devoted  to  his  studies  ? 

"  I  am  not  in  entire  harmony  with  the  theory  of  evolution, 
but  if  any  man  can  find  any  satisfaction  in  tracing  his  ancestry 
back  to  a  monkey,  I   will  not  rob  him  of  his  pleasure  ;  but  I 


SECULAR   THOUGHT.  85 


wish  it  distinctly  understood  that  I  object  to  being"  classed  as 
a  connection  of  that  man's  family  tree  !"  This  common  and 
ignorant  Moodyism  was  received  with  loud  laughter  ;  and  we 
repeat  it,  not  so  much  for  Mr.  Bryan's  sake,  as  an  index  to 
the  mental  calibre  and  culture  of  the  larg^e  audience  that 
applauded  it.  The  Bible  account  of  creation  tells  us  that  man 
was  made  from  mud  ;  and  it  is  clear  that  the  brains  of  this 
universitv  audience  have  far  closer  relationship  with  mud  than 
with  inteliig"ent  monkeydom.  But  it  seems  as  if  relig-ion  and 
politics  have  left  Mr.  Bryan  no  time  to  learn  anything-  about 
evolution,  and,  like  all  ignoramuses,  he  imagines  the  best 
thing-  to  do  with  a  thing  you  do  not  understand  is  to  pelt  it 
with"  filth. 

Mr.  Bryan  said  it  was  just  as  easy  for  him  to  believe  that 
God  created  man  as  to  believe  with  the  scientists  that  millic^ns 
of  years  ago  a  germ  of  living  matter  originated  spontaneously 
on  this  planet.  "  And  personally,"  he  said,  "I  am  not  willing 
to  go  back  millions  of  years  for  the  origin  of  my  being."  Six 
thousand  years  are  enough  for  any  politician  to  contemplate 
for  the  history  of  mankind.  He  thus  places  himself  on  an 
intellectual  level  with  the  Hottentot. 

For  Mr.  Bryan  miracles  are  easy.  "If  God  could  create 
the  world  he  was  quite  able  to  do  the  other  things  attributed 
to  him."  The  logic  is  irrefutable.  Mr.  Bryan  seems  to  be  an 
imitator  of  Pappias,  who  only  wished  the  miracles  had  been 
more  unbelievable,  so  that  he  might  have  had  more  merit  in 
believing  them.  To  men  like  Bryan,  nothing  seems  amiss, 
so  that  it  be  but  asserted  in  the  name  of  religion.  But  Mr. 
Bryan  adopts  a  short  and  easy  way  of  dealing  with  all  diffi- 
culties, either  in  nature  or  in  religion.  "  A  man  who  spends 
his  time,  as  he  should,  in  doing  good,  will  have  no  time  to 
waste  on  dfficulties."  Join  a  church,  read  your  Bible  (even  if 
you  don't  understand  it),  and  you  will  not  need  to  trouble 
about  the  origin  of  man  or  the  universe. 

"We  know  as  little  about  the  mystery  of  life  to-day  as  they 
did  at  the  dawn  of  history,  and  yet  the  wonderful  progress 
being  made  was  in  face  of  this  ignorance,  which  didn't  seem 
to  bother  really  good  people."  As  if  the  progress  of  the  world 
had  not  been  begun  and  carried  on  entirely  by  the  students  of 
natural  mysteries,  and  in  spite  of  the  "good"  people  wha 
preached  religion  and  dependence  upon  "God,"  instead  of 
upon  science. 
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Mr.  Bryan's  logic  appeared  to  great  advantage  in  dealing 
with  the  doctrine  of  the  Atonement.  "  It  was  one  of  the 
ordinary  circumstances  of  life,  from  the  mother  who  sacrificed 
herself  for  her  children  to  the  many  who  have  always  been 
found  ready  to  die  in  order  that  their  descendants  might  be 
free."  Is  there  anvanaloo-v  between  the  sacrifice  of  a  mother 
for  her  innocent  offspring  or  the  patriotism  that  sends  soldiers 
to  fight  or  die  for  their  country's  safety,  and  the  deliberate 
punishment  of  an  innocent  victim  in  order  to  appease  the 
unjust  wrath  of  a  "creator"  at  the  misdeeds  of  his  own 
creatures  ?  The  doctrine  that  "  Christ  "  died  to  atone  for  the 
offences  of  wicked  men  is  one  of  the  most  immoral  and  unjust 
that  can  be  conceived  ;  and  a  man  who  defends  it  appears  to 
us  to  be  totally  unfit  for  any  high  office  of  trust.  His  proper 
place  is  evidently  that  which  Mr.  Bryan  has  mentioned  as  the 
object  of  his  ambition  when  he  has  done  with  politics — a  Presby- 
terian pulpit. 


Who  Governs  Canada  ? 

The  following  extract  from  a  recent  issue  of  the  Montreal 
Gazette  shows  clearly  that  over  one-half  of  the  Canadian 
people  are  really  under  the  autocratic  control  of  the  Pope's 
agent  at  Ottawa,  M.  Sbaretti  : 

"  His  Excellency  Mgr.  Sbaretti,  The  Papal  delegate  to  the  Dominion, 
was  this  week  called  upon  to  decide  if  a  Roman  Catholic  burial  should  be 
accorded  to  one  of  Montreal's  savants  and  a  leader  in  the  teaching  pro- 
fession. The  death  of  Professor  Pfister,  of  the  Laval  Polytechnic  School, 
St.  Denis  Street,  was  announced  the  other  day,  and  it  appears  that  the 
funeral  of  the  venerable  professor  was  delayed,  pending  the  decision  of  the 
case,  which  had  been  taken  to  the  Pope's  representative  in  Canada.  The 
late  professor  was,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  founder  and  leading-  spirit  of  the 
Polytechnic  establishment,  before  it  was  affiliated  with  Laval,  when  all  the 
staff  had  to  make  a  profession  of  the  Catholic  faith,  M.  Pfister  amongst 
the  rest.  It  was  well  known,  however,  that  the  professor  was  a  material- 
ist and  did  not  o^o  to  church  very  often.  In  fact  he  was  looked  on  as  a  free 
thinker.  Death  came  to  the  scientist  as  he  sat  in  his  chair,  and  when  his 
colleagues  interviewed  tjie  Roman  Catholic  religious  authorities.  His  Grace 
Archbishop  Bruchesi  declined  to  take  upon  himself  the  responsibility  of 
granting  a  Catholic  burial.  It  was  represented  to  His  Grace  that  the  de- 
ceased had  been  a  man  of  regular  habits,  and  the  fact  of  his  taking  the 
oath    of  office,    which    comprises   the    acceptance   of  the    Roman    Catholic 
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f.iith,  was  invoked.  But  His  Grace  could  not  see  his  way  clear  to  grant  the 
desired  permission.  The  Archbishop  advised,  however,  that  the  case  be 
referred  to  the  Papal  delegate,  and  the  vice-chancellor  of  the  university, 
Rev.  Canon  Dauth,  and  Mr.  Ernest  Marceau,  C.E.,  and  superintendent 
of  the  school,  proceeded  to  Ottawa  and  laid  the  case  before  the  highest 
Catholic  dignitary  in  the  Dominion,  v.-jth  the  result  that  Professor  Pfister 
will  sleep  his  last  sleep  in  the  Cote  des  Neiges  cemetery.  The  funeral 
service  was  held  in  St.  James'  Church,  a  Libera  anly  being  sung." 


The  Doukhobor  Colonists. 

The  recent  revelations  reo^ardinp-  the  Doukhobor  colonists 
puts  a  new  light  on  the  whole  business.  A  man  named  Cylin 
died  of  starvation  and  neglect.  Like  the  Christian  Scientists, 
the  Doukhobors  believe  that  Jesus  will  attend  to  the  sick,  and 
poor  Cylin  found  himself  unable  to  cope  with  the  rigors  of  a 
North-western  winter.  A  man  of  6  feet,  2  inches,  even  with 
plums  and  dry  bread  to  eat,  he  was  reduced  in  weight  to  120 
lbs.,  and  died  of  pneumonia.  It  was  the  intention  of  his 
friends  to  leave  his  body  in  the  woods  as  food  for  w^ild  beasts, 
but  a  coronor's  jury  investigated  the  case  and  disposed  of  it 
differently.  What  the  jury  found  is  recounted  in  this  para- 
graph : 

"  The  visit  of  the  jury  to  the  house  occupied  by  the  Doukhobors  revealed 
a  deplorable  condition  of  affairs.  The  premises  consisted  of  a  building 
24  feet  by  30  feet,  with  an  addition  14  feet  by  16  feet,  large  enough  in  all 
for  possibly  i8  people  at  the  most.  In  this  area  were  found  70  men,  women 
and  children.  In  one  room,  7  feet  by  13,  there  were  14  inmates  altogether, 
of  both  sexes,  unclothed,  their  ages  ranging  from  13  to  55  years.  Under 
this  system,  the  children,  of  whom  there  were  found  19,  apparently  bright 
and  capable,  are  lost  to  their  parents  and  grow  up  without  proper  restraint. 
The  jury  recommended  that  the  children  be  transferred  to  some  suitable 
institution,  and  that  as  the  adults  are  not  amenable  the  community  should 
be  broken  up."  * 

In  our  opinion,  no  such  experiment  as  this  Doukhobor 
movement  should  ever  have  been  allowed  to  be  established. 
From  the  first  it  has  given .  rise  to  many  scandalous  circum- 
stances. The  idea  the  Doukhobors  were  allowed  to  entertain 
that  in  Canada  they  would  live  in  perfect  religious  freedom 
gave  them  the  impression  that  they  would  be  free  from  taxa- 
tion (the  chief  taxation  in  Russia  being  for  the  church),  and 
that  they  could  indulge  their  religious  proclivities  by  marching 
in  total   nudity  to   "seek  Jesus."     The  tyranny  of  their  late 
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religious  leader  would  lead  many  people  to  conclude  that  much 
of  the  "oppression"  that  is  complained  of  by  the  Russian 
peasantry  is  due  to  their  own  ig^norant  superstition. 

Professor  Townsend,   of  Boston,  on  Bible  Criticism. 

The  Bible  Leag-ue  of  North  America  has  a  Toronto  Branch, 
and  a  few  weeks  ago  this  Branch  held  its  meeting  in  the 
University  Convocation  Hall.  The  object  of  the  League 
would  appear  to  be  to  encourage  the  study  of  the  Bible,  but 
it  appears  unbelievable  that  a  body  of  sane  men  should  imagine 
that  the  mass  of  the  people  can  by  any  means  be  induced  to 
lay  on  one  side  the  immense  mass  of  newspaper  and  magazine 
literature  they  now  purchase,  and  which  certainly  often  deals 
with  topics  of  current  and  living-  interest,  in  order  to  make 
time  for  the  study  of  the  collection  of  archaeological  myths  and 
traditions  and  theological  literature  known  as  the  Christian 
sacred  book.  It  is,  we  imagine,  a  case  very  analogous  to  that 
of  the  silversmiths  of  Damascus. 

It  is  astonishing,  too,  how  anything  like  a  moral  sense  is 
destroyed  when  preachers  begin  to  "talk  shop."  At  one 
meeting  Professor  Wallace,  of  Victoria  University,  opened  the 
business  with  prayer.  "Help  us,"  he  said,  "to  have  more 
than  a  literar)-  or  scientific  interest  in  the  Bible,  but  help  us 
to  never  put  forth  rash  hands  to  steady  the  ark  of  God."  At 
first  sight,  this  seems  to  be  an  appeal  for  help  in  doing  nothing. 
And  then,  being  a  prayer,  we  suppose  it  was  addressed  to 
"God,"  but  it  was  evidently  intended  to  impress,  not  God, 
but  those  who  heard  it  ;  otherwise  Prof.  Wallace  would  have 
said,  not  "  the  ark  of  God,"  but  "your  ark."  But  look  at 
the  reference.  When  the  Jews  were  taking  home  the  recov- 
ered ark,  it  seemed  to  be  tumbling- over  as  it  was  carried  along 
the  rough  road,  and  a  man  "  put  forth  his  hand  to  steady  the 
ark,"  and  for  this  well-intentioned  deed  he  was  at  once  struck 
dead  for  interfering  in  the  priestly  office.  Surely  Prof.  Wallace 
would  have  been  well-advised  in  avoiding  such  an  unjust 
illustration. 

Our  Ontario  Lieutenant-Governor  Clark  presided,  and  he 
explained  the  objects  of  the  League.  "  The  Bible  League 
holds  to  the  historic  faith,  and  is  formed  to  enforce  the  private 
and  public  study  of  the  Bible  as  the  rule  of  life."  His  sym- 
pathies, he  said,  were  entirely  with  the  interests  represented 
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by  the  Bible  Leag-ue.  We  suppose  this  means,  as  with  Mr. 
Bryan,  that  in  his  opinion  the  Bible  worshippers  are  still  in 
the  vast  majority  ;  and  we  imagine  he  is  right,  at  all  events, 
as  far  as  public  expression  of  opinion  is  concerned.  We  could 
wish  that  an  assemblacre  of  these  Bible  worshippers  would 
meet  and  decide  upon  what  parts  of  the  Bible  should  be  taken 
as  our  rule  of  life,  and  which  parts  should  be  rejected.  And 
then  they  would  have  the  opportunity  of  pointing  to  one  at 
least  of  their  own  number  who  could  be  said  to  illustrate  their 
choice. 

Professor  Townsend  came  from  the  Hub  of  the  Universe  to 
enlighten  the  Toronto  boors  as  to  "The  Fatal  Tendencies  of 
Evolution  Theories  and  of  Destructive  Criticism  Based  Upon 
Them."  Professor  Townsend  professed  to  give  some  reasons 
why  "  the  theories  of  Spencer,  Darwin,  and  other  prominent 
thinkers  should  not  be  accepted,"  but  his  profession  ended 
without  one  solitary  reason  against  any  of  the  theories  referred 
to.  Torrey,  Moody,  or  Sam  Small  could  have  made  as  good 
a  collection  of  objections  to  "infidelity"  as  that  the  Boston 
professor  gave  his  audience. 

"Modern  criticism  of  the  Bible  caused  ministers  to  lose 
their  moral  perceptions,  but  they  continued  to  receive  sala- 
ries," etc.  Some  left  the  ministry,  but  others  stopped  in  itfor 
the  bread  and  butter.  But  the  professor  did  not  explain  how 
it  was  that  the  religious  training  of  these  ministers  collapsed 
when  faced  with  the  modern  criticism.  Why  should  the 
theories  of  Evolution  have  so  imdermined  the  orthodox  religion 
that  "a  crisis  has  been  reached  in  Germany"  ?  Why  should 
the  man-made  theories  defeat  the  God-given  revelation  ?  Does 
not  the  mere  statement  of  this  question  prove  the  absurdity  of 
Professor  Townsend's  assertion  ? 

"  When  the  masses  believe  that  it  is  just  as  safe  not  to  pray, 
and  that  they  do  not  need  to  study  the  Bible,  the  cry,  '  Let 
us  eat,  drink,  and  be  merry,  for  t-morrow  we  die,'  will  not  be 
without  its  victims  !  Crime  would  follow  ;  and,  indeed,  the 
Germans  are  now  reaping  the  harvest  of  unbelief — the  prisons 
are  full  !  "  It  may,  we  believe,  be  said  that  in  every  known 
country  the  prisons  and  asylums  are  full,  and  that  religion 
furnishes  its  full  quota  of  both  criminals  and  lunatics.  But 
what  are  we  to  think  of  a  Boston  professor  who  talks  about  it 
being  safer  to  pray  than  to  depend  on  yourself?  Is  he  any 
better  than  an  African  marabout  or  an  Indian  medicine-man  ? 
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2  '^  Book    Notices.  ^  g 

PHILIP  VIVIAN'S   "THE  CHURCHES  AND  MODERN 

THOUGHT." 

The  writer  for  some  months  has  been  tryintc  to  find  time  to  notice  a  \vori< 
of  418  pag^es,  by  Philip  Vivian  on  "The  Churches  and  Modern  Thought, 
an  Inquiry  into  the  Grounds  of  Unbelief  and  an  Appeal  for  Candor,"  (Third 
Edition),  published  by  Watts  &  Co.,  London.  It  is  the  work  of  one  who 
was  broug-ht  up  in  the  orthodox  doctrine  of  Christianity,  but  by  long  and 
careful  study  has  gradually  abandoned  a  cherished  faith  and  become  a 
radical  Rationalist.  He  endeavors  to  set  forth  both  the  negative  and 
positive  or  constructive  results  of  his  search  for  truth. 

The  decay  of  the  old  faith  and  the  growth  and  prevalence  of  disbelief,  of 
atheism,  agnosticism,  indifFerentism,  with  the  advance  of  science  and 
popular  knowledge,  are  clearly  and  convincingly  shown.  The  irreconcilable 
conflict  between  modern  scientific  thought  and  Christianity  and  all  forms 
of  supernaturalism  is  well  presented.  The  failure  of  the  apologetics  to 
discredit  the  writings  of  Darwin,  Spencer,  Huxley,  Tyndall,  Haeckel, 
Renan,  Buckle,  Lecky,  and  other  anti-supernaturalistic  investigators,  is 
pointed  out,  and  many  of  the  sophisms  of  theologians,  used  in  this  period 
of  transition,  to  defend  their  faith  against  legitimate  criticism  and  the 
logic  of  events,  are  clearly  exposed. 

The  belief  in  miracles  is  examined  from  the  standpoint  of  science  and  of 
history,  and  many  of  the  chief  miracles  of  the  Christian  system  are  shown 
to  have  formed  part  of  more  ancient  superstitions.  The  parallelisms  in 
ancient  religions,  and  proofs  that  many  of  the  stories  in  the  Old  Testament 
were  derived  from  solar  myths  and  that  Christianity  is  largely  an  out- 
growth from  pre-existent   religions,  are  presented  lucidly  and  vigorously. 

The  author  does  excellent  work  in  the  chapter  on  "  The  Irreconcilable 
Difficulties  Connected  With  Evolution."  The  man  who  can  read  it  and 
still  believe  in  both  Evolution  and  in  the  Christian  theology  must  be  unable 
to  get  at  the  implication  of  these  opposite  conceptions,  or  fail  to  see  the 
incongruity  between  systems  which  are,  on  essential  points,  absolutely 
contradictory. 

One  chapter  is  devoted  to  "  The  Failure  of  Theistic  Argument,"  and, 
while  it  presents  no  thought  which  is  actually  new  to  one  who  is  well-read 
on   the  subject,  it   will   be    new  to   many  readers,  and  it  is  given  in  a  way 
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that  makes  it  interesting-  even  to  those  who  are  familiar  with   discussions 
on  this  subject. 

The  basis  of  morality,  and  the  need  of  rational  moral  instruction,  apart 
from  theological  theories  and  beliefs,  are  ably  stated  with  arguments 
which  show  the  careful  thinker  and  the  logical  reasoner. 

An  appendix  of  twenty-nine  pag:es,  replete  with  information,  adds  to  the 
\  alue  of  the  work. 

"  Philip  \'ivian  "  is  a  name  not  fiuniliar  to  the  writer  of  this  inadequate 
notice  of  "The  Church  and  Modern  Thoug-ht,"  but  he  has  certainly 
produced  a  work  of  value  to  the  cause  of  rational  thought,  and  for  which 
H)e  \\riter  feels  grateful  to  him  and  to  the  publishers  of  the  volume. 

B.   F.    Underwood. 


CONCENTRATION  :  THE  ROAD  TO  SUCCESS. 

Yes  !  If  you  wish  to  succeed  in  any  line  of  business  you  must  concentrate 
your  efforts  upon  that  business.  One  would  think  almost  any  chump  would 
know  that  much.  And  yet  Mr.  Henry  Harrison  Brown,  of  The  Balance 
Publishing  Co.,  of  Denver,  Col.,  tells  us  that  he  receives  a  large  number 
of  letters  from  correspondents  from  "all  over"  asking  "  How  can  I  con- 
centrate ?  "     And  here  in  brief  is  his  answer  : 

"  It  is  profanation  for  you  to  ask  how  Life  will  do  its  work  to-morrow. 
It  is  sacrilegious,  after  telling  Life,  the  Omnipotent  and  the  Omniscient, 
what  you  desire,  for  you  to  put  your  finger  into  the  work.  You  are  to  let 
the  One  in  the  sub-conscious  materialize  your  ideal.  Every  time  you  inter- 
fere with  life  you  get  burnt  fingers.  Your  entire  business  is  to  build  in  the 
Ideal.  When  you  have  created  the  mental  image  you  are  to  concentrate 
upon  that  image  and  Iff  the  Maxter  Builder,  Life  (God),  do  the  work,  while 
you  enjoy  the  conditions  that  come  to  you." 

Here  is  Wisdom.  Let  him  that  hath  understanding  count  the  number 
of  the  beast,  for  it  is  the  number  of  a  man,  and  his  number  is  six  hundred 
three  score  and  six  ! 

Ot  course,  to  an  intelligent  New  Thought  student  all  this  is  as  clear  as 
mud.  I  was  talking  to  one  of  the  cult  lately — a  lady — and  she  expressed 
great  surprise  that  I  should  doubt  the  power  of  progressive  New  Thinkers 
to  have,  or  do,  or  become  anything  if  they  only  have  a  sufficiently  strong 
desire  for  it  and — of  course — concentrate  their  efforts  upon  securing  it.  As 
she  is  a  good  Christian  she  will  never  see  this  in  Secular  Thought,  so  I 
don't  mind  telling  you  that  she  lacked  quite  a  number  of  teeth,  and  those 
that  remained  were  rather  unsightly.  Before  we  parted  company  the  con- 
versation turned  upon  teeth.  She  said  she  would  just  give  anything  for  a 
set  of  teeth   like   Miss  's.      I  said,    "  If  you  desire  them  so  much  con- 
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centrate  upon  securing"  them,  and  you  can  have  them,  sure  !  "  Now  every 
time  I  see  the  lady  open  her  mouth  I  look  to  see  if  the  teeth  are  sprouting, 
but  nary  a  one. 

This  concentration  business  is  all  very  well,  and  we  need  it  in  our 
business  ;  in  fact,  business  or  anything-  else  that  is  done  without  concen- 
tration is  apt  to  be  poorly  done.  But  I  never  found  that  concentration 
alone  would  do  the  business.  Just  to  illustrate,  I  take  the  liberty  to  relate 
another  incident.  I  correspond  with  a  devout  Catholic — a  lady,  too,  by 
the  way.  On  the  lower  left-hand  corner  of  her  envelopes  I  noticed  the 
initials  "S.A.G."  They  were  not  her  initials,  and  after  the  receipt  of 
several  letters  all  of  which  bore  the  mag^ic  "  S.A.G.,"  I  enquired  what-they 
meant,  and  was  told  that  they  were  in  lieu  of  a  prayer  to  Saint  Antony  to 
see  that  the  letter  was  safely  delivered.  "  S.A.G."  ="  Saint  Antony 
Guide."  On  my  next  letter  to  her  I  placed  in  the  same  position  the  initials 
"  D.D."  When  next  we  met  my  fair  correspondent  asked  me  what  the 
initials  meant.  I  told  her  they  were  in  lieu  of  a  short  prayer.  She  was 
stumped,  and  after  some  persuasion  I  told  her  the  D.D.  meant  Devil 
Direct.  She  was  much  shocked,  and  I  was  afraid  our  friendship  was  at 
an  end  ;  but  after  laug'hing'  her  into  g^ood  humor  I  assured  her  that,  if  the 
address  was  plainly  written  and  the  stamp  securely  affixed,  it  did  not  seem 
to  matter  to  whom  we  prayed,  or,  if  it  did,  that  Satan  served  me  as  well  as 
Saint.  Well,  that  has  been  my  experience.  If  you  feel  like  praying- — pray 
for  what  you  want — but  don't  forget  to  hustle.  W^hen  you  write  a  letter 
"  S.A.G."  it  if  you  wish — but  don't  forg-et  the  stamp.  Concentrate  your 
mind  and  efforts  upon  what  you  wish  to  attain.  But,  instead  of  leaving- 
all  the  work  to  God,  or  Life,  or  any  of  the  other  fellows  on  the  job,  take 
right  hold  with  them,  and  by  prayer,  concentration,  and  a  long  pull,  and  a 
strong  pull,  and  a  pull  altogether,  you  may  land  it.  But  if  you  leave  it  all 
to  the  others  to  do,  as  soon  as  you  quit  they  will  i^o  fishing  or  something 
else  and  neglect  the  work.  Oh,  the  book  will  do  well  enough  to  get  the 
money.  It  contains  some  good  things  that  are  not  new,  and  some  new 
matter  that  I  don't  believe  is  any  good.  The  price  is  5&C,  in  paper  and 
$1.00  in  cloth  cover  ;  and  if  you  want  it  you  can  get  it  of  The  Balance 
Publishing  Co.,  Denver,  Col.  W.  G.  G. 


I  am  now  convinced,  that  no  great  improvements  in  the  lot  of  mankind 
are  possible,  until  a  great  change  takes  place  in  the  fundamental  constitu- 
tion of  their  modes  of  thought.  The  old  opinions  in  religion,  morals,  and 
politics,  are  so  much  discredited  in  the  more  intellectual  minds  as  to  have 
lost  the  greater  part  of  their  efficacy  for  good,  while  they  have  still  life 
enough  in  them  to  be  a  powerful  obstacle  to  the  growing  up  of  any  better 
opinions  on  those  subjects. — John  Stuart  Mill. 
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RELIGION    IN    WEST    AFRICA. 

(From  the  Sierra  Leone  "  Weekly  Neivs"  of  Jan.  i8.) 


A   LETTER  FROM   DR.   BLYDEN. 

The  following-  appears  in  the  December  issue  of  The  Coming  Day,  a 
monthly  periodical  edited  in  London  by  Rev.  John  Page  Hopps.  It  was 
a  private  letter  written  by  Dr.  Blvden  not  intended  for  publication  :  but 
as  it  has  been  published  with  edifying  additional  matter,  it  has  been  thought 
proper  to  reproduce  it  in  this  paper. 

A  MESSAGE  FOR  CHRISTMAS. 

Dr.  E.  W.  Blyden  writes  to  us  from  Sierra  Leone  as  follows  : 
"The  result  of  the  Hague  Conference  is  most  disappointing.     The  reign 
of  the  Prince  of  Peace  seems  still  to  be  a  long  way  off,  and  yet  it  may  be 
nearer  than  we  think.      Africa  is  in  constant  apprehension  in  view  of  what 
seems  to  be  the  guiding  principle  of  the  Imperial  races  : 

''  Let  him  take  who  has  the  power. 
And  let  him  keep  who  can." 

"  Men  armed  with  spears  and  bows  and  arrows  are  at  the  mercy  of  the 
tyranny  and  caprice  of  men  armed  with  all  latest  inventions  of  European 
ingenuity,  which  has  created  and  is  continually  creating  machines  by 
which,  whether  from  the  heavens  above  or  the  earth  beneath  or  from  the 
waters  under  the  earth,  the  possessors  are  able  to  hurl  destruction  upon 
the  weaker  races  whom  they  wish  to  despoil,  or  upon  their  own  equals 
whom  they  envy  or  hate  and  wish  to  weaken. 

"  How  is  it  that  after  nearly  two  thousand  years  of  Christianity  Europe 
has  not  yet  learned  the  art  of  saving  lives  and  preserving  peace  to  anything 
like  the  extent  to  which  it  has  become  an  adept  in  fomenting  war  and 
devastating  the  world  ? 

"  What  with  forcibly  abolishing  the  wholesome  customs  of  the  Africans, 
breaking  up  families,  violating  their  immemorial  land  tenure  by  the  invad- 
ing Powers,  everythmg  looks  dark  before  us.  Where  is  the  Lord  God  of 
Elijah,  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth,  who  will  do  right  ?  Where  is  Jesus 
Christ  ?" 

We  should  have  agreed  with  Dr.  Blyden  that  the  Hague  Conference  has 
been  disappointing  if  we  had  expected  much  from  it.  But,  after  all,  some- 
thing was  done.  The  delegates  met,  confessed,  blushed,  dined,  and  parted 
with  sundry  protestations  which  may  come  to  something.  But  the  devil, 
depicted  by  a  brilliant  Hague  caricaturist,  as  making  merry  outside  of  the 
Conference  door,  is  still  too  much  in  evidence. 
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We  are  not  as  bad  as  we  were  in  1901  when  James  Wilson's  awful 
Christmas  Hymn  was  flunj>-  out,  but  the  truth  still  lies  between  it  and  the 
pretty  thing-  that  will  be  sung-  in  the  churches  by  the  sing-ers  of  1907.  The 
Church  version  is  well  known.  Here  is  the  revised  version.  It  will  sting- 
and  shock  now,  but  there  is  life  in  it  still,  and  it  will  do  us  no  harm  to  re- 
call it  : — • 


Hark  1  the  herald  angels  moan: 
Men  no  more  the  Savior  o\\"n  ; 
Strife  on  earth  and  passions  wild  ; 
Man  with  man  unreconciled. 
Mournful,  all  the  nations,  rise, 
Hail  the  anguish  of  the  skies  ; 
With  the  angelic  host  proclaim 
Christ  is  now  an  empty  name  I 

Hark  I  the  herald  angels  moan; 

"  Men  no  more  the  Savior  own  ' 


Christ  by  earth  no  more  adored, 
Christ  despised,  no  longer  Lord, 
Late  in  time,  behold  him  bleed. 
Mocked  and  bound  and  stained  indeed. 
Starve  t  in  camps,  young  child'en   see  !  * 

■*  Worse  things  stil'   in  West  Africa. 


Hear  them  wail — how  piteously  I 
Jesus,  who  the  sufferer  saves, 
Sees  ten  thousand  little  graves, 

Hark  !  the  herald  angels  moan  : 
"  Christ  no  more  on  earth  is  known.' 

Lo  !  the  Prince  of  War  and  wrong 
Smites  the  weak  and  slays  the  strong. 
Fear  and  death  to  all  he  brings. 
Risen  with  slaughter  in  his  wings 
Proud  he  seeks  for  glory's  gain, 
Brings  disease  and  want  atid  pain. 
Born  to  blast  the  sons  of  earth, 
Born  to  spread  despair  and  dearth. 

Hark  I  the  herald  angels  weep  ; 

"  Christ  is  dead.      His  grave  is  deep. 


THE  DEVIL  IS  DEAD. 
I  am  delig-hted  that  the  devils  have  g-one.  I  am  glad  that  with  them 
they  took  the  miracles  of  Christ.  The  devils  have  carried  away  "Our 
Lord."  They  have  taken  away  the  inspiration  of  the  Bible,  and  they  have 
left  us  in  the  darkness  of  nature  without  the  consolation  of  hell.  Think  ! 
Let  me  ask  the  clergy  a  few  questions.  How  did  your  devil,  \»ho  was 
an  angel  of  light,  come  to  sin?  There  was  no  other  devil  to  tempt  him. 
He  was  in  perfectly  good  society,  in  the  company  of  God  ;  all  of  his  asso- 
ciates were  perfect.  How  did  he  fall?  Think  about  it  !  Nothing  to  mis- 
lead him  then  !  How  did  he  fall?  He  knew  that  God  was  infinite,  and  yet 
he  waged  war  against  him.  More  than  that  ;  he  induced  one-third  of  the 
angels  to  enlist  under  his  flag.  He  knew  he  could  not  succeed.  Why 
was  God  so  unpopular?  What  an  administration — one-third  of  the  angels 
went  into  the  rebellion,  joined  the  devil.  How  were  they  so  wicked? 
According  to  the  Christians  these  angels  were  spirits.  They  never  had  been 
corrupted  by  flesh,  by  the  passion  of  love.  No  saloons  in  heaven,  no 
gambling  houses  and  no  race  track  ;  nothing  calculated  to  stain  the  heart 
of  an  angel.  No  living  to  make,  no  trading  to  do,  no  manufacturing,  no 
short  weight.  How  did  they  fall  ?  I  do  not  know  ;  I  do  not  know. — 
R.  G.  Imjcrxoll. 


A  clerk  employed  by  theMutual  Reserve  Life  Insurance  Company  pleaded 
guilty  the  other  day  to  forgery  in  the  sum  of  $104.  Judge  O'Sullivan,  in 
General  Sessions,  suspended  sentence  because  the  young  man's  father  is 
an  Episcopal  minister,  who  would  otherwise  feel  bad,  and  the  Judge  did 
not   want   the   innocent  to  suffer.      It  was  a  merciful  thiiig   to   do,  but   the 
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excuse  was  not  valid,    for   ministers  suffer  no  more   than   other   men   when 
their  sons  go  wrong.  —  7'rufh  Seeker  (N.  Y.). 

A   MODERNIST'S   REVENGE. 

According"  to  L'Ifalie  a  grave  scandal  has  upset  one  of  the  principal  reli- 
g-ious  collegfes  in  Rome.  Hitherto  efforts  have  been  made  to  conceal  this 
unpleasant  affair  from  the  Pope  in  order  to  spare  his  Holiness  the  annoyance 
which  the  revelation  would  undoubtedly  cause.  An  Eng"lish  seminarist,  it 
appears,  has  written  a  parody  of  the  Creed,  in  which  cruel  ridicule  is  cast 
upon  the  Pope  and  the  Holy  See.  Naturally  the  seminarist  is  a  Mo- 
dernist, whose  object  is  to  reveng-e  himself  for  the  recent  campaign  against 
his  party.  For  writing  this  parody  he  has,  always  according  to  L'ltalie, 
been  expelled  from  his  college  and  sent  home. 

The  paper  mentioned  also  publishes  a  translation  of  the  parody,  which 
is  especially  significant  at  this  moment,  when  the  Vatican  is  breathing  so 
fiercely  against  the  Modernists.  The  parody  ridicules  in  the  most  atro- 
cious manner  not  only  the  Pope  and  the  Holy  See  but  also  the  Pontifical 
secretariate,  the  Congregation  of  the  Index,  and,  in  fact,  the  whole  of  the 
Papal  Court. 


A  JAPANESE  ON   "  BLESSED  ARE  THE  MEEK." 

"  Blessed  are  the  meek  "  is  one  of  the  precepts  of  the  Christian  faith, 
"  for  they  shall  inherit  the  earth  !"  For  many  years  the  missionaries  have 
taught  this  precept  to  the  Asiatics  ;  but  it  has  never  been  practised  by  the 
so-called  Christian  Powers  in  their  dealings  with  Oriental  nations.  Indeed. 
the  direct  contrary  has  been  the  fact  ;  for  many  a  time  during  the  past  fift}- 
years,  it  has  been  shewn  that  a  nation's  surest  step  to  its  "  disinheritance" 
of  the  earth  is  to  be  meek  and  to  remain  meek.  That  a  cry  should  arise  in 
the  East  demanding  "  Asia  for  the  Asiatics  "  is  thus  a  natural  outcome 
of  the  policy  which  the  Christian  Powers  have  pursued  in  that  part  of  the 
world.  Most  of  the  Oriental  nations,  to  be  sure,  lack  the  strength  which 
is  needed  for  successful  resistance  to  the  process  of  territorial  "  disinhe- 
ritance." Consider  the  encroachment  of  the  French  in  Tongking  ;  the  occu- 
pation of  Kiao-Chao  by  the  Germans  ;  the  aggressive  movement  of  Russia 
in  Manchuria — for  these  are  the  most  striking  examples  of  the  "disinhe- 
ritance "  by  which  China  has  been  despoiled.  Only  Japan,  of  all  the 
Eastern  nations,  has  thus  far  been  able  to  maintain  her  independence  against 
continual  foreign  aggression.  If  there  is  a  peril  in  the  East,  it  is  not  the 
"  yeLow  peril,"  but  the  "white  peril";  the  former  being  a  mere  myth, 
while  the  latter  is  an  actual  reality. — Baron  Kentaro  Kaiieko. 

A  MATCH   FOR  MOODY. 

The  last  time  Mr.  Moody — that  saver  of  souls  and  defender  of  monopolists 
— -was  in  Boston,  he  had  an  experience  which  did  not  help  to  increase  his 
growth  in  grace.  He  was  talking  in  Tremont  Temple,  and  that  magnifi- 
cent building  was  well  filled  with  a  crowd  of  pious  and  curious  people, 
attracted  by  the  fame  of  this  jumbo  of  evangelists. 

On  this  particular  occasion  his  especial  object*  of  attack  was  the  Jewish 
people.      He  berated  them  for   their  ignorance   of  the  scriptures.      He  de- 
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iiounced  them  for  their  rejection  of  Christ.  He  declared  their  sins  to  be 
inexcusable  and  their  obtuseness  to  be  criminal.  They  could  not,  he  said, 
understand  the  plain  teaching  of  their  own  Bible.  At  this  point  a  young 
Hebrew  Socialist,  a  clever  and  moral  young  man,  could  not  endure  the 
tirade  of  abuse  any  longer.  He  rose  to  his  feet  and  asked  permission  to 
put  a  question  to  the  speaker.  The  chairman  consented,  and  the  young 
man  said  : 

"  The  Hebrew  people  read  the  Bible  in  its  original  language,  while  you, 
Mr.  Moody,  have  only  read  translations,  and  you  do  not  know  anything 
of  our  language.  Is  it  not  likely  that  we  should  understand  our  Bible 
better  than  yon  ?  " 

Mr.  Moody  grew  red  in  the  face  at  this  exposure  of  his  illiteracy,  but  re- 
covered himself,  and  declared  that  he  referred  to  the  "  spiritual  meaning" 
of  the  Bible.  He  asserted  that  a  knowledge  of  Hebrew  was  unnecessary  to 
Christians,  because  the  scriptures  were  to  be  interpreted  by  the  soul  and 
not  by  reason. 

The  youog  Hebrew  at  once  replied  by  asking  a  question  about  the  gos- 
pel of  Matthew.  It  was  impossible  to  answer  the  question  without  under- 
standing the  Hebrew  language,  and  Mr.  Moody  was  brought  to  a  stand- 
still. This  made  him  wax  white  with  righteous  wrath.  Titters  and  half- 
suppressed  chuckles  came  from  the  galleries,  and  groans  of  disapproval 
from  the  front  seats.  He  puffed  and  stammered,  and  finally  broke  out 
into  a  storm  of  denunciation,  shouting  that  such  questions  were  caused  by 
unbelief,  and  prompted  by  the  devil.  He  accused  the  young  Hebrew  of 
being  in  spiritual  darkness,  and  unable  to  comprehend  "the  deep  things 
of  God." 

After  he  had  exhausted  his  rage.  Moody  paused  for  breath,  and  in  a 
moment  the  young  man  was  on  his  feet  again.  "  May  I  say  only  a  few 
words  more  ?  "  he  asked  politely.  The  chairman  consented,  and  while  the 
great  audience  listened  in  breathless  silence,  the  youth  said  calmly  :  "  I  will 
not  defend  myself  from  Mr.  Moody's  charges  ;  but  I  will  tell  you  a  short 
fable  to  show  you  how  I  feel.  Once  upon  a  time  a  crow  and  a  nightingale 
had  a  dispute  as  to  which  of  them  was  the  better  singer.  They  agreed  to 
go  for  a  walk,  and  leave  the  question  to  the  first  person  they  met.  So 
they  set  out,  and  proceeded  along  the  road  till  they  met  a  hog.  The  crow 
and  the  nightingale  told  him  their  dispute,  and  sang  their  songs.  The  hog 
listened  gravely,  and  declared  that  the  crow  had  the  sweetest  voice.  The 
nightingale  said  :  '  I  don't  object  to  your  decision,  but  I'm  sorry  I  have  a 
hog  for  my  judge.'  " 

You  may  imagine  the  cousternation  which  this  storry  created.  The 
galleries  broke  out  into  applause,  and  none  but  the  aged  saints  could  re- 
strain a  smile. 

The  meeting  was  soon  brought  to  a  close.  Mr.  Moody  was  suddenly 
called  away  by  some  special  providence  to  some  other  city,  and,  so  far  as 
know,  he  has  never  ventured  to  visit  the  "  Hub  "  since. — //.  N.  C,  in  The 
Corniny  Nation. 


So  far  as  science  can  speak  on  the  subject,  consciousness  persists  as  long 
as  the  organized  brain,  and  no  longer. — Prof.  Lester  F.  Ward. 
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principles. 

1.  Thai,  the  present  life  being  the  only  one 
of  which  we  have  any  knowledge,  its  cmi- 
cerns  claim  our  earnest  attention. 

2.  That  Reason,  aided  by  K.xperience,  is 
the  best  guide  for  human  conduct. 

3.  That  to  endeavor  to  promote  the  indi 
\iciual  and  general   well-being  of  society  to 
the   best  of  our  ability,  is   our   highest  and 

n  mediate  duty. 

4.  That  the  only  means  upon  which  we 
can  rely  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  ob- 
ject is  Human  effort,  based  upon  knowledge 
;ind   justice. 

5.  That  conduct  should  be  judged  by  its 
iLSults  onl> — what  conduces  to  the  genera 
Well-being  is  right  ;  what  has  the  opposite 
tendency  is  wrong. 

6.  That  Science  and  its  application  is  our 
Providence,  or  i-'rovider,  and  ujjon  it  we  rely 
m  preference  to  aught  else  in  time  of  need. 
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To-day  we  stand  at  the  opening  01  a  grand  vista  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty.  Science  has  sealed  as  the  trutn  many  of  the  ^^ 
hitherto  vague  questionings  or  those  who,  in  honest  search  of  ^t 
the  truth,  had  long  ago  come  to  doubt  creeds  and  dogmas.  In 
time  to  come,  they  who  first  dared  to  pioneer  the  way  to  perfect 
freedom  of  thought  will  be  looked  upon  as  the  benefactors  of 
those  whom  at  first  they  only  shocked. 

— Sara  .\.   U.nderwood.  in  '' Huroines  of  Frftthnnyht.'' 
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THE  PITIFUL   CHRISTIAN   RELIGION. 


BY    GEORGE    ALLEN    WHITE. 

:o: 

11. 


Still  the  journey  has  only  beg-un.  We  'lave  gone  so  far  diat 
lig-ht  from  the  earth  would  take  two  million  \'ears  to  reach  us, 
going  as  it  does  at  the  terrific  speed  of  almost  200,000  miles 
each  second  or  sixty  times  the  distance  from  Boston  to  San 
Francisco.  On  and  ever  on  we  rush,  past  stars  and  uni\erses 
and  clusters  and  ensembles^  at  a  rate  transcending  manifold 
that  of  light  itself.  We  might  continue  always  in  one  direction  ; 
but  the  eternal  deeps  would  wait  us  ever  ;  the  might}'  rhythm 
of  gigantic  systems  swinging  far  as  the  dreamland  fancy  could 
picture  would  never  cease  ;  more  and  more  all  things  living 
and  all  things  dead  would  be  seen  to  be  subject  to  Garg-antuan 
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and  unchang-ing  Law ;  and  at  seemingly  the  utmost  ex- 
tremities of  space  where  the  mind  reels  and  rocks  from  the 
majestic  sense  of  the  awful  unknown,  it  would  poise,  lost  in 
the  deathless  glory  of  the  infinite  azure  beyond. 

Had  we  travelled  in  any  other  direction  it  would  have  been 
the  same— always  the  same  vast  circling-  of  systems,  always 
the  same  overpowering  immensity.  Nor  is  this  all.  Every- 
where, as  we  swept  along  the  cosmic  Milky  Way,  world  after 
world  by  the  quadrillion  and  the  quindecillion  would  sparkle 
brightly  in  the  depths,  teeming-  with  countless  millions  of  sun 
evoked  manifestations  of  Life,  many  like  those  seen  here, 
others  incomparably  different  and  without  doubt  immeasurably 
greater.  Throughout  guageless  gulfs  of  space  Life  sup- 
posedly stretches  in  its  wondrous  protean  wealth  for  ever  and 
for  ever  ;  and  each  quindecillionth  of  a  second  sees  quin- 
decillions  upon  quindecillicns  of  creatures  die  and  sink  silently 
away  into  their  eternal  night. 

"  Spirit  of  Nature  !  here  ! 
In  this  interminable  wilderness 
Of  worlds,  at  whose  immensity 
Even  soaring  fancy  staggers, 

Here  is  thy  fitting  temple. 

Yet  not  the  lightest  leaf 
That  quivers  to  the  passing  bieeze 

Is  less  instinct  with  thee  : 
Yet  not  the  meanest  woi  rn 
That  lurks  in  graves  and  fattens  on  the  dead 
Less  shares  thy  eternal  breath." 

— Shelley. 

"  Beneath  this  starry  arch 

Naught  resteth  or  is  still  ; 
But  all  things  hold  their  march, 
As  if  by  one  great  will. 
Move  one,  move  all ; 
Hark  to  the  footfall  ! 
On,  on,  for  ever."  — Harriet  Martineau. 

Yes,  I  am  anathema  ;  and  so  is  every  one  who  does  what 
little  he  can  to  lead  men  to  newer  fields.  But  all  the  anathemas 
in  this  world  will  never  make  personal  Gods  out  of  Laws  nor 
infinity  out  of  a  finite  conception.  An  unchangeable  power 
is  seen  working  from  everlasting  to  everlasting,  regardless  of 
the  insignificant  thing  called  Man  who  lives  on  an  insignificant 
globe  in  an  insignificant  universe. 
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And  yet  these  anathemas  are  pronounced  simply  because, 
viewing-  so  far  as  may  be  the  colossal  whole  with  clarified 
vision,  we  refuse  to  degrade  the  Infinite  Cause  by  ascribing-  to 
it  intelligent  interference  with  its  own  natural  laws  at  the 
instigation  and  for  the  sake  of  that  selfish,  ephemeral,  con- 
temptible speck  known  as  Man.  Anathemas  pass  away,  but 
the  sublime  majesty  of  the  eternal  All  will  be  regnant  ever 
more. 

Into  this  dazzling  interpenetration  of  things  a  horrid  blas- 
phemy, a  paltry  religion  called  Christianity,  seeks  to  force  its 
way.  The  sublime  grandeur  of  infmity  is  challenged  by  a 
sordid  gnat.  Christianity  says  in  effect  that  after  an  eternal 
past  when  inhabited  systems  ceaselessly  came  and  lived  and 
died  ;  innumerable  ages  too  after  the  breath  of  a  friendly 
morn  ushered  this  earth  of  ours  into  existence,  and  untold 
epochs  of  time  after  man  himself  came  to  be  ;  the  Cause  of 
everything  selected  this  puny  world  and  a  then  degraded  and 
lilliputian  race  called  the  Jews  out  of  other  races  on  this  world 
as  objects  of  its  protection  and  guidance.  It  declares — with 
its  implications — that  the  universal  Cause  or  Power,  projecting 
itself  on  a  Jewish  virgin  evolved  from  apes  and  tadpoles,  had 
a  son  born  to  it,  who,  because  of  the  sins  of  humanity  against 
the  Cause,  should  be  slain,  and,  belief  in  him  following, 
thereby  obliterate  the  debt — much  as  if,  assuming  that  a  friend 
had  grievously  wronged  me,  I  should  consent  to  receive  him 
on  good  terms  after  he  had  been  to  the  additional  trouble  of 
killing  my  son,  not  neglecting  meanwhile  to  assure  me  that 
he  actually  regarded  the  latter  as  my  son  and  was  seeking  to 
follow  the  latter's  peculiar  tenets.  It  is  a  religious  cult  that 
takes  no  account  of  the  animals,  countless  as  the  sands  of  the 
sea,  which  have  existed  here  ;  no  account  of  the  billions  of 
men  and  their  cruder  progenitors  who  lived  and  loved  and 
sinned  and  died  before  its  genesis  ;  no  account  of  the  damning 
fact  that  nine-tenths  of  the  world  has  never  more  than  heard 
of  it  and  the  majority  not  even  that,  nor  of  the  truth  that  even 
where  it  is  known  most  people  turn  away  from  it.  It  is  a  lictle 
flash-in-the-pan  ;  an  ephemeral  mistake  ;  a  mere  mote,  so  to 
speak,  in  infinite  space  and  time  ;  a  curious  sciolistic  pheno- 
menon limited  to  its  hundreds  or  thousands  of  years  at  the 
most. 

Belief  is  the  foundation  of  Salvation,  according  to  its  pro- 
nouncements— as  if   a  person  could  honestly  control   beliefs, 
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always  entertained  as  they  are  or  oug"ht  to  be  solely  as  a  result 
of  evidence.  To  condemn  even  for  fatuous  beiief  is  wrono-  ; 
but  to  condemn  for  defiance  of  iatuous  beiief,  as  Christianity 
does,  is  to  make  faitli  in  gross  absurdities  pass  as  current 
intellectual  coin.  The  honest  man  believes  what  seems  to  him 
true,  and  that  merely  because  it  is  true.  What  priests  say  has 
nothing-  to  do  with  it.  -  Orders  to  believe,  taken  from  the 
sacred  rubbish  of  prehistoric  barbarians,  do  not  pass  muster 
with  the  enlightened  intellect,  and  never  will  so  long-  as  the 
spark  of  Reason  scintillates  in  tne  mind  of  men. 

People  must  be  scared  into  moralit\-  by  hell  or  bribed  into  it 
bv  paradise,  says  this  religion  that  is  based  on  unselfishness. 
You  are  mistaken.  Morality  originated  in  social  needs.  Man 
has  gradually  seen,  w,th  his  increasing  intelligence,  that  he  is 
happier  when  he  is  g'ood  ;  and  moral  levels  have  risen  irresis- 
tibly along  with  our  progress  through  bestiality,  savagery, 
barbarism,  and  into  civilization.  And  to-day  old  Homo  does 
not  require  to  be  scared  by  hells  ;  to-morrow  he  will  be 
righteous  without  the  bribe  oi  a  life  beyond  ;  and  some  day  in 
the  transient,  fragrant  by-and-bye,  he  can  live  and  die  in  the 
rich  realization  that  all  anathemas  are  swept  away. 

(To  be  ronrliided. ) 


SCIENCE. 


J'Jxtrdi-l   fraiii  II  ]ji;rj}(,ri>.  (h'livf'.rMi   by   Sir  Johu    Lii\)i}ork   ill    Mnxon  CoHr(/>-, 
Biriainyhaui ,    Euglidtd. 

Thosk  w1k->  have  not  tried  for  themselves  can  hardly  imagine 
how  much  Science  adds  to  the  interest  and  \ariety  of  life.  It 
is  altogether  a  mistake  to  regard  it  as  dr\-,  difficult,  or  prosaic 

much  of  it  is  as  easy  as  it  is  interesting.  .  .  .  Occasionally, 
indeed.  Science  may  destroy  some  poetical  myth  of  antiquity, 
sucli  as  the  ancient  Hindoo  explanation  of  rivers,  that  "  Indra 
dug  (.nit  their  beds  with  his  thunderbolts,  and  sent  them  forth 
by  long  continuous  paths  ;  "  but  the  real  causes  of  natural 
phenomena  are  far  more  striking  and  contain  more  true  poetry 
than  those  which  have  occurred  to  the  untrained  imagination 
o^  mankind. 

Mackay  justly  exclaims  : 
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"  Blessings  on  Science  !     When  the  earth  seemed  old, 
When  Faith  grew  doting,  and  our  reason  cold, 
'Twas  she  discovered  that  the  world  was  young, 
And  taught  a  language  to  its  lisping  tongue." 

Where  the  untrained  eye  will  see  nothing-  but  mire  and  dirt, 
Science  will  often  reveal  exquisite  possibilities.  The  mud  we 
tread  under  our  feet  in  the  street  is  a  grimy  mixture  of  clay 
and  sand,  soot  and  water.  Separate  the  sand,  however,  as 
Ruskin  observes — let  the  atoms  arrange  themselves  in  peace 
according  to  their  nature — and  you  have  an  opal.  Separate 
the  clay,  and  it  becomes  a  white  earth,  fit  for  the  finest 
porcelain  ;  or  if  it  still  further  purifies  itself,  }Ou  have  a 
sapphire.  Take  the  soot,  and  if  properly  treated  it  will  give 
you  a  diamond.  While,  lastly,  the  water  purified  and  distilled 
will  become  a  dewdrop  or  crystallize  into  a  lovely  star.  Or, 
again,  you  may  see  as  you  will  in  any  shallow  pool  either  the 
mud  lying-  at  the  bottom  or  the  image  of  the  heavens  above. 

But  I  should  err  indeed  were  I  to  dwell  exclusively  on 
science  as  lending  interest  and  charm  to  our  leisure  hours. 
Far  from  this,  it  would  be  impossible  to  over-rate  the  impcr- 
tance  of  scientific  training  on  the  wise  conduct  of  life. 

"Science,"  said  the  Ro}al  Commission  of  1861,  "quickens 
and  cultivates  directly  the  faculty  of  observation,  which  in 
very  many  persons  lies  almost  dormant  through  life,  the  power 
of  accurate  and  rapid  generalization,  and  the  mental  habit  of 
method  and  arrangement  ;  it  accustoms  young  persons  to 
trace  the  sequence  of  cause  and  effect  ;  it  familiarizes  them 
with  a  kind  of  reasoning-  which  interests  them,  and  which  they 
can  promptly  comprehend  ;  and  it  is  perhaps  the  best  correc- 
tive for  that  indolence  which  is  the  vice  of  half-awakened 
minds,  and  which  shrinks  from  any  exertion  that  is  not,  like 
an  effort  of  memory,  merely  mechanical." 

Again,  when  we  contemplate  the  grandeur  of  science,  if  we 
transport  ourselves  in  imagination  back  into  primeval  time, 
or  away  into  the  immensity  of  space,  our  little  troubles  and 
sorrows  seem  to  shrink  into  insignificance. 

There  is  a  passage  in  an  address  given  many  years  ago  by 
Professor  Huxley,  to  the  South  London  Working  Men's 
College,  which  struck  me  very  much  at  the  time,  and  which 
puts  this  in  language  more  forcible  than  any  which  I  could  use. 

"Suppose,"  he  said,  "it  were  perfectly  certain  that  the  life 
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and  fortune  of  every  one  of  us  would,  one  day  or  other,  depend 
upon  his  winning-  or  losing  a  g-ame  of  chess.  Don't  you  think 
that  we  should  all  consider  it  to  be  a  primary  duty  to  learn  at 
least  the  names  and  the  moves  of  the  pieces  ?  Do  you  not 
think  that  we  should  look  with  a  disapprobation  amounting  to 
scorn  upon  the  father  who  allowed  his  son,  or  the  State  which 
allowed  its  members,  to  grow  up  without  knowing  a  pawn 
from  a  knight  ?  Yet  it  is  a  very  plain  and  elementary  truth 
that  the  life,  the  fortune,  and  the  happiness  of  every  one  of  us, 
and  more  or  less  of  those  who  are  connected  with  us,  do 
depend  upon  our  knowing.- something  of  the  rules  of  a  game 
infinitelv  more  difficult  and  complicated  than  chess.  It  is  a 
crame  which  has  been  played  for  untold  ages,  every  man  and 
woman  of  us  being  one  of  the  two  players  in  a  game  of  his  or 
her  own.  The  chessboard  is  the  world,  the  pieces  are  the 
phenomena  of  the  Universe,  and  the  rules  of  the  game  are 
what  we  call  the  laws  of  Nature.  The  player  on  the  other 
side  is  hidden  from  us.  We  kno\s  that  his  play  is  always  fair, 
just  and  patient.  But  also  we  know  to  our  cost  that  he  never 
overlooks  a  mistake  or  makes  the  smallest  allowance  for 
ignorance.  To  the  man  who  plays  well  the  highest  stakes 
are  paid,  with  that  sort  of  overflowing  generosity  with  which 
the  strong  shows  delight  in  strength.  And  one  who  plays  ill 
is  checkmated — without  haste,  but  without  remorse." 

I  have  elsewhere  endeavored  to  show  the  purifying  and 
ennobling  influence  of  science  upon  religion  ;  how  it  has 
assisted, 'if  indeed  it  may  not  claim  the  main  share,  in  sweeping 
away  the  dark  superstitions,  the  degrading  belief  in  sorcery 
and  w^itchcraft,  and  the  cruel,  however  well-intentioned,  in- 
tolerance which  embittered  the  Christian  world  almost  from 
the  very  davs  of  the  Apostles  themselves.  In  this  she  has 
surely  performed  no  mean  service  to  religion  itself.  As  Canon 
Fremantle  has  well  and  justly  said,  men  of  science,  and  not 
the  clergy  only,  are  ministers  of  religion. 

Again,  the  national  necessity  for  scientific  education  is  im- 
perative. We  are  apt  to  forget  how  much  we  owe  to  science, 
because  so  many  of  its  wonderful  gifts  have  become  familiar 
parts  of  our  everyday  life,  that  their  very  value  makes  us 
forget  their  origin. 

The  most  important  secrets  of  Nature  are  often  hidden 
away  in  unexpected  places.  Many  valuable  substances  have 
been  discovered   in   the  refuse  of  manufactories  ;  and   it  was  a 
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happy  thoug-ht  of  Glauber  to  examine  what  everybody  else 
threw  awa\'.  There  is  perhaps  no  nation  the  future  happiness 
and  prosperity  of  which  depend  more  on  science  than  our  own. 
Our  population  is  over  35,000,000,  and  is  rapidly  increasing. 
[This  refers  to  England,  and  was  written  over  twenty  years 
ago.]  Even  at  present  it  is  far  larger  than  our  acreage  can 
support.  Few  people  whose  business  does  not  lie  in  the  study 
of  statistics  realize  that  we  have  to  pay  foreign  countries  no 
less  than  ;^  140,000,000  a  year  for  food.  This,  of  course,  we 
purchase  mainly  by  manufactured  articles.  We  hear  now  a 
great  deal  about  depression  of  trade,  and  foreign,  especialh" 
American,  competition,  which,  let  me  observe,  will  be  much 
keener  a  few  years  hence,  when  the  United  States  have  paid 
off  their  debt,  and  consequently  reduced  taxation. 

But  let  us  look  forward  a  hundred  years — no  long  time  in 
the  history  of  a  nation.  Our  coal  supplies  will  then  be  greatly 
diminished.  The  population  of  Great  Britain  doubles  at  the 
present  rate  of  increase  in  about  fifty  years,  so  that  we  should, 
if  the  present  rate  continues,  require  to  import  over  ^^400,- 
000,000  a  year  in  food.  How,  then,  is  this  to  be  paid  for? 
We  have  before  us,  as  usual,  three  courses.  The  natural  rate 
of  increase  may  be  stopped,  which  means  suffering  and  out- 
rage, or  the  population  may  increase,  only  to  vegetate  in 
misery  and  destitution  ;  or,  lastly,  by  the  development  of 
scientific  training  and  appliances,  thev  may  probably  be  main- 
tained in  happiness  and  comfort.  We  have,  in  fact,  to  make 
our  choice  between  science  and  suffering.  It  is  only  by  wisely 
utilizing  the  gifts  of  science  that  we  can  have  any  hope  of 
maintaining  our  population  in  plenty  and  comfort.  Science, 
however,  will  do  this  for  us  if  we  will  only  let  her.  She  may 
be  no  Fairy  Godmother,  indeed,  but  she  will  richly  endow 
those  who  love  her. 

That  discoveries,  innumerable,  marvelous  and  fruitful,  await 
the  successful  explorer  of  Nature  no  one  can  doubt.  What 
would  one  not  give  for  a  Science  Primer  of  the  next  century  ? 
For,  to  paraphrase  a  well-known  saying,  even  the  boy  at  the 
plow  will  then  know  more  of  science  than  the  wisest  of  our 
philosophers  do  now. 

Let  me,  in  conclusion,  quote  the  glowing  tribute  to  our  debt 
to  science  given  by  Archdeacon  Farrar  in  his  address  at  Liver- 
pool College — testimony,  moreover,  all  the  more  valuable 
considering  the  source  from  which  it  comes  ; 
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"  1.1  this  great  commercial  city,  where  you  are  surrounded  by  the 
triumphs  of  science  and  of  mechanism— you,  whose  river  is  plowed  by 
the  great  steamships  whose  white  wake  has  been  called  the  fittest 
avenue  to  the  palace  front  of  a  mercantile  people — you  know  well  that  in 
the  achievements  of  science  there  is  not  only  beauty  and  wonder,  but  also 
beneficence  and  power.  It  is  not  only  that  she  has  revealed  to  us  infinite 
space  crowded  with  unnumbered  existences  ;  infinite  organisms  hitherto 
invisible,  but  full  of  delicate  and  iridescent  loveliness  ;  but  also  that  she 
has  been,  as  a  great  Archangel  of  Mercy,  devoting  herself  to  the  service 
of  man.  She  has  labored,  her  votaries  have  labored,  not  to  increase  the 
power  of  despots  or  add  to  the  magnificence  of  courts,  but  to  extend 
hjman  happiness,  to  encourage  human  effort,  to  extinguish  human  pain. 
Where  of  o'd  men  toiled,  ha'f  blinded  and  half  naked,  in  the  mouth  of  the 
glowing  furnace  to  mix  the  white-hot  iron,  she  now  substitutes  the  me- 
chanical action  of  the  viewless  air.  She  has  enlisted  the  sunbeams  in  her 
service  to  limn  for  us,  with  absolute  fidelity,  the  faces  of  the  friends  we 
love.  She  has  shown  the  poor  miner  how  he  may  work  in  safetv,  even 
amid  the  explosive  firedamp  of  the  mme.  She  has,  by  her  anaesthetics, 
enabled  the  sufferer  to  be  hushed  and  unconscious  while  the  delicate  hand 
of  some  skilled  operator  cuts  a  fragment  from  the  nervous  circle  of  the 
unquivering  eye.  She  points  not  to  pyramids  built  during  weary  centuries 
by  the  sweat  of  miserable  nations,  but  to  the  lighthouse  and  the  steamship, 
to  the  railroad  and  the  telegraph.  She  has  restored  eyes  to  the  blind  and 
hearing  to  the  deaf.  She  has  lengthened  life,  she  has  minimized  danger, 
she  has  controlled  madness,  she  has  trampled  on  disease.  And  on  all 
these  grounds,  I  think  that  none  of  our  sons  should  grow  up  wholly 
ignorant  of  studies  which  at  once  train  the  reason  and  fire  the  imagination, 
which  fashion  as  well  as  forge,  which   can  feed  as  well  as  fill  the  mind." 
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A  clergyman  in  Scotland  desired  his  congregation  never  to  call  one 
another  liars  but  when  any  one  said  a  thing  that  was  not  true,  they 
ought  to  whistle.  One  day  he  preached  a  sermon  on  the  parable 
of  the  loaves  and  the  fishes,  and  being  at  a  loss  how  to  explain  it, 
said  :  "  Those  loaves  were  not  like  those  of  nowadays,  but  were  as  big 
as  the  hills  of  Scotland."  Hardly  had  he  pronounced  the  words  when 
he  heard  a  loud  whistle.  "  What's  that?"  said  he,  "who  is  it  that  calls 
me  a  liar?"  " 'Tis  I,  sir,  Billy  McDonald,  the  baker."  "Well, 
Billy,  what  objections  have  ye  to  what  I  told  ye?"  "None,  Master 
John,  only  1  wanted  to  know  what  kind  of  ovens  they  had  to  bake  those 
loaves  in." 
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A  SLIGHT  ROAST   FOR  SENATOR  TILLMAN. 


BY    B.     F.     UNDERWOOD,    QUINCY,     ILL. 

South  Carollna's  "  pitchfork  "  Senator,  when  he  was  in  Quincy  the  other 
day,  said  to  a  reporter  of  the  JoiirnaJ,  "  As  long-  as  there  are  rapes  there 
will  be  lynchings. "  He  mig-ht  have  added,  that  whiie  lynchings  continue 
there  will  be  rapes.  One  crime  cannot  be  stamped  out  by  another  crime. 
Neither  seduction,  adultery,  nor  rape  can  be  stopped  by  a  murder  com- 
mitted in  reveng-e  of  these  crimes.  Murders  by  mobs  will  not  put  an  end 
to  crimes  by  individuals.  Scenes  of  mob  lawlessness  will  not  streng^then 
the  law-abiding-  disposition  of  individuals.  On  the  contrary,  the  more 
lynchingfs  there  are,  the  more  crimes  will  be  committed.  They  serve  only 
to  arouse  the  ferocious  feeling",  the  savage  instincts  of  man  and  make  the 
crimes  committed  more  brutal,  as  well  as  more  numerous. 

Senator  Tillman,  we  do  not  doubt,  is  courag-eous  and  honest,  and  says 
fearlessly  just  what  he  thinks.  We  admire  him  for  this  quality,  which  has 
been  shown  in  conspicuous  contrast  to  the  trimming-,  temporizing-  course 
of  some  of  his  colleag^ues  in  the  Senate.  But  a  bulldog-  and  even  some 
"  yaller "  dog's  are  courag-eous,  while  something  more  than  honesty  is 
necessary  in  dealing-  with  public  questions.  There  are  many  dolts  who  are 
perfectly  honest.  With  wrong  views  and  in  power,  a  man's  honesty  may 
make  him  the  more  mischievous.  The  founders  of  the  Spanish  inquisition 
and  their  successors  were  men  ot  undoubted  honesty  And  yet,  by  select- 
ing for  death  or  imprisonment  the  best  men  of  their  country  during  a 
period  of  300  years,  they  contributed  very  largely  to  the  decline  and  decay 
of  the  once  great  Spanish  nation.  James  the  Second  of  England  was  a 
better  man,  morally,  than  was  Charles  the  Second.  Yet  the  very  conscien- 
tiousness of  the  former,  with  his  religious  ideas,  made  him  a  persecutor, 
while  opposite  traits  in  the  latter  saved  the  country  from  many  horrors. 
An  honest  wrong-headed  fanatic,  unchecked,  may  bring  great  calamities 
upon  a  country.  Intellectual  error  may  be  more  dangerous  than  moral 
error.  "  Hell,"  it  is  said,  "is  paved  with  good  intentions."  One  may 
have  good. intentions  and  very  bad  inclinations,  as  well  as  hurtful  prin- 
ciples and  policies 

Now  Senator  Tillman,  while  morally  honest,  is  intellectually  erratic, 
prejudiced,  fanatical,  and  explosive,  and  his  views  are  as  distorted  as  his 
reasonings  are  often  illogical,  and  his  expressions  violent  and  extavagant. 
He  does  not  view  great  subjects  in  the  unimpassioned  light  of  the  intellect. 
His  prejudices  and  his  bigotries,  deep  and  ineradicable,  impair  his  intel- 
lectual integritv  and  often  vitiate  his  conclusions. 
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Tillman  defends  lynchings  when  the  victims  are  negroes.  He  thinks 
that  lynching-  is  the  right  kind  of  pnnishment  for  assaults  upon  white 
women  by  colored  men.  In  other  words,  when  the  offender  is  a  negro  he 
should  not  be  given  the  benefit  of  a  trial  or  the  chance  of  defence,  but 
should  be  strung  up  by  a  mob.  Angry,  infuriated  men  should  take  the 
law  into  their  own  hands  and  be,  at  the  same  time,  judge,  jury  and  execu- 
tioner. The  courts  in  such  cases  should  not  be  open  to  the  accused,  and 
there  should  be  no  legal  procedure,  no  observance  of  the  forms  of  law. 
As  soon  as  caught,  the  man  identified  as  a  criminal  should  be  rushed  to 
the  nearest  lamp-post  or  tree,  and  hanged,  if  not  shot  to  death  on  the  spot 
where  he  was  captured. 

The  liability  of  a  mistake  by  a  mob,  or  by  an  excited  victimi  of  assault, 
as  to  the  identity  of  the  assailant,  and  the  possibility  of  lynching  a  man 
innocent  of  the  crime,  without  a  trial  in  court,  with  the  safeguards  to  the 
prisoner,  as  well  as  the  opportunity  for  rigid  examinations  which  the  court 
affords,  do  not  enter  into  Tillman's  consideration.  He  does  not  see  that 
the  object  of  the  law  is  to  prevent  individuals  or  mobs  taking  the  punish- 
ment of  offenders  into  their  own  hands.  He  does  not  see  that  courts  are 
established  to  prevent  rash  acts  against  real  or  supposed  offenders  by  the 
parties  aggrieved,  and  to  protect  the  innocent,  falsely  charged,  as  well  as 
to  convict  the  guilty  who  are  deserving  of  punishment.  He  does  not 
realize  that  disregard  of  law  in  special  instances  fosters  lawlessness  in 
general.  He  does  not  appreciate  the  fact  that  for  men  to  live  together 
there  must  be  some  tribunal  to  which  all  members  of  society  can  appeal 
when  their  rights  are  infringed,  or  when  they  are  charged  with  criminal 
acts,  and  that  every  time  an  individual  or  a  collection  of  indviduals  ignore 
this  tribunal  and  assume  the  exercise  of  its  functions  themselves,  they 
weaken  the  power  of  the  constituted  authorities,  and  encourage  disregard 
of  the  fundamental  conditions  of  social    life. 

Senator  Tillman  talks  like  an  ignorant  man,  dominated  by  anger  and 
revenge,  unable  to  take  rational  or  judicial  views  of  this  subject.  Action 
from  impulse  and  the  unreasoning  mob  spirit,  and  not  on  principle  and  by 
regular  legal  procedure,  is  what  he  advocates. 

This  seems  to  result  from  his  hatred  of  the  negro  race.  He  says  that 
he  is  a  friend  of  the  negro.  Indeed  !  Would  a  friend  of  the  race  clamor 
for  the  shooting  and  hanging  of  negroes  charged  with  crime  without  trial, 
without  even  the  semblace  of  a  trial  ?  Would  a  friend  of  negroes  applaud 
such  shootings  and  hangings  by  frenzied,  excited,  furious,  irresponsible 
mobs,  whenever  and  wherever  they  occur  ? 

Tillman  would  treat  the  negroes  the  same  as  he  does  dogs,  horses,  and 
cattle,  that   is,   he  would   avoid    inflicting    upon   them    needless   suffering. 
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without  provocation  of  some  kind,  and  he  would  deal  with  them  kindly, 
so  long"  as  they  should  remain  contentedly  in  a  servile  condition,  acknow- 
ledging by  their  acts  their  natural  inferiority  and  subordination  to  the 
whites,  and  show  no  ambitions  or  aspirations  to  rise  in  the  social  scale, 
and  no  desire  to  be  measured  as  individuals  by  mental  and  moral  worth. 

If  the}'  commit  revolting-  crimes,  he  would  have  them  treated  just  as 
dangerous  animals  are  treated — killed  without  trial,  and  as  if  they  were 
not  men,  and  were  without  rights  except  such  as  the  whites  choose  to 
grant  them. 

It  is  a  little  too  much  to  say  that  Tillman  feels  as  kindly  toward  negroes 
as  he  does  toward  dogs  and  horses,  for  his  mind  has  dwelt  so  long  upon 
the  negro  question,  upon  the  sexual  and  social  phases,  in  which  contem- 
plation and  discussion  he  has  conceived  the  negro  to  be  a  brutal,  lustful 
creature,  to  be  kept  in  subjection  with  the  lash  and  the  halter,  whose  very 
presence  in  the  country  threatens  the  purity  of  the  white  blood  and  who 
must  be  in  constant  subjection,  subjugation  and  fear  lest  he  work  himse  f 
into  the  society  of  the  dominant  race,  that  Tillman's  attitude  toward  the 
negro  has  come  to  be  one  of  aversion,  contempt,  and  hostility.  He  can 
be  kind  to  individuals  of  the  race  such  as  he  employs  at  his  home,  but  his 
feeling  toward  the  race  as  a  whole  is  one  of  honest  dislike  and  hatred. 
He  cannot  discuss  the  negro  question  without  denouncing  aud  abusing  the 
colored  race,  and  using  bitter  invective  against  those  who,  while  deploring 
assault  by  blacks  upon  white  women,  and  by  whites  upon  black  women, 
denounce  lynching,  and  demand  a  fair  trial  for  all  violators  of  the  law, 
whether  they  be  white  or  black. 

It  is  not  a  question  of  miscegenation,  nor  an  association  of  the  races  on 
terms  of  social  equality,  as  Tillman  is  accustomed  to  assume.  People, 
generally,  from  choice  and  mstinct  associate  with  members  of  their  own 
race,  avoiding  association  with  those  of  other  races.  Education,  wealth, 
and  personal  influence  in  individuals  serve  somewhat  to  lessen  the  race 
feeling,  but  with  the  masses  it  is  so  strong  that  even  among  individuals  of 
two  types  so  unlike  as  are  the  Caucasian  and  the  negro,  the  influence  of 
culture  and  wealth  can  do  but  little  to  break  down  the  social  barrier 
between  the  two  races.  When,  therefore,  one  pleads  for  justice  to  negroes 
charged  with  crimes,  to  ask  him  if  he  wants  to  see  negroes  associating 
with  whites,  with  the  consequent  mixture  of  races,  is  to  exhibit  if  not 
spiteful  imbecility,  at  least  marked  feebleness  of  the  thinking  power. 

Those  who  are  in  secret  sympathy  with  negro  slavery  as  it  once 
existed  in  the  country,  and  are  "  cussing  "  the  negroes  in  season  and  out 
of  season,  do  not  show  a  just  or  democratic  spirit.  Putting  forth  their 
ideas  as    "democracy"    is   simply   ridiculous.      They  are    not  democrats- 
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Thev  are  political  Bourbons,  they  are  social  "survivals,"  they  are  intel- 
lectual fossils.  True  democcacy  does  not  seek  the  degradation  of  any 
race.  But  it  seeks  to  protect  all  men  of  every  race,  color,  relig-ion,  and 
condition,  in  their  right  to  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness,  and 
to  secure  for  all,  as  far  as  possible,  equal  opportunities  in  the  strug-g^le  to 
obtain  the  necessities,  comforts  and  luxuries  of  life. 


THE  ORIGIN  OF  OUR  IDEAS. 

KV    C.     H.     SALEEBY,     M.D.     (EDIX.)    IN     "  EVOLLTIOX    THE    MASTER    KEY." 

11. 

If  we  examine  the  history  of  knowledi^e  we  shall  discover  an  additional 
reason  for  hating  facile  formulas- — such  as  the  "practical  synthesis  of 
contradictories  " — in  that  empty  words  are  unsurpassed  as  building 
material  for  barriers  to  close  the  avenues  of  truth.  To  accept  these  anti- 
nomies is  to  darken  the  mind's  eye  and  *o  manacle  its  feet.  Mill  would  be 
distressed,  and  would  be  entitled  to  astonishment,  at  the  persistence  of  the 
ridiculous  fallacy  which  he  exposed,  that  practice  and  theory  are  antithetic 
or  opposed — as  if  any  practice  were  other  than  the  expression  of  a  theory. 
If  the  inventor's  theory  is  wrong,  his  machine  will  not  work.  If  the 
machine  works,  in  spite  of  the  handsomest  theory,  the  theory  is  a  lie- 
practically  and  theoretically. 

Convinced,  then,  that  the  higgledy-piggledy  theory  of  all  things  is  a  lie, 
and  discontented  with  half-truths,  let  us  see  how  Spencer  abolished  the 
•'  antinomy  "  that  ideas  cannot  be  innate  and  yet  that  there  are  ideas 
before  experience.  It  is  evolution,  the  master-key,  that  has  revealed  the 
solution.  Spencer  examined  the  history  of  the  individual  mind  in  the  light 
of  the  history  of  the  racial  mind.  It  is,  indeed,  true  that  we  have  no 
innate  ideas,  but  it  is  untrue  that  the  mind  is  a  tabulfi  ram  ;  for  it  is  a 
general  biological  truth  that  "  function  makes  structure,"  and  the  ex- 
perience of  our  countless  ancestors  has  registered  itself  in  the  automatical 
configuration  of  the  human  brain,  each  new  specimen  of  which  is  thus 
neither  a  storehouse  of  innate  ideas  nor  a  blank  sheet  of  sensitive  paper, 
but  a  structure  which  is  pre-formed  for  the  reception  of  certain  ideas  and 
can  express  them  so  soon  as  its  converse  with  phenomena  begins.  I  have 
to  confess  that,  in  a  previous  volume,  I  have  ventured  to  describe  this  con- 
ception of  Spencer's  as  only  a  half-truth.  What  I  now  believe  to  be  an 
unjustifiable  criticism  was  due,  as  so  many  criticisms  on  Spencer,  to  my 
having  paid    undue    attention    to    critics   and  soi-dlt^aut  exponents  and  too 


SECULAR   THOUGHT.  lOD 


little  to  his  own  words.  This  is  offered  as  an  explanation,  not  as  an 
excuse. 

The  best  instance  of  what  I  conceive  to  be  tlie  true  reading"  of  the 
Spencerian  explanation  is  afforded  b\'  the  idea  oi'  space  as  having-  three 
dimensions.  I  have  elsewhere  advanced  the  theory  that  the  structure  of 
the  semi-circular  canals  of  the  internal  ear,  which  are  arranged,  on  each 
side  of  the  head,  in  a  set  of  three  that  correspond  t-^  the  three  dimensions 
of  space,  as  we  conceive  it,  is  an  arg^ument  in  favor  of  the  objective  truth 
of  our  conception.  Evolution  has  unquestionably  produced  these  canals 
and  their  arrang-ement,  and  this  is  a  result  of  our  ancestors'  converse  with 
phenomena.  Function  has  produced  structure,  and  thoug^h  we  are  not 
born  with  any  innate  ideas  of  space,  yet  we  are  endowed  with  these  canals, 
the  products  ot  ancestral  experience,  and  in  this  reg^ard  our  percipient  ap- 
paratus is  thus  very  far  from  being"  a  tabala  i-usa — a  bank  sheet  of  paper — 
but  has  within  it,  potentially  or  iniplicitly,  so  to  speak,  not  the  idea  cf 
space,  but  the  materials  with  which  that  idea  may  be  attained  so  soon  as 
experience  begins. 

This  theory  that  each  of  us  is  indebted  for  his  mental  config"uration  and 
aptitudes  to  the  manifold  experiences  of  millions  of  ancestors  has  a  direct 
bearing  on  what  I  have  called,  previously,  "the  test  of  truth."  As  we 
have  seen,  a  truth  of  the  highest  certainty  is  one  the  negation  of  which  is 
inconceivable.  But  the  validity  of  this  criterion  is  incalculably  enhanced 
by  the  consideration  that  the  inconceivableness  depends  not  merely  on 
individual  experience,  but  is  a  product  of  individual  experience  plus  the 
total  result,  "  up  to  date,"  of  the  experience  of  the  race.  It  must  certainly 
be  admitted,  as  Mill  arg"ued,  that  propositions  which  appeared  inconceivable 
to  our  age,  may  cease  to  be  so  regarded  by  a  later  generation  ;  but, 
nevertheless,  there  is  no  surer  criterion  at  our  disposal,  and,  thoug"h  it  is 
by  no  means  absolutely  sure,  yet  it  may  be  accorded  a  much  higlier 
measure  of  confidence,  when  we  regard  the  structure  of  the  mind  and  its 
consequent  estimate  of  the  conceivableness  of  a  proposition,  as  not  merely 
the  result  of  individual  experience,  but  as  the  product  of  the  experiences 
of  countless  individuals  in  time  past. 


It  is"  a  striking  sign  of  our  modern  civilization  that  New  York  city  is 
building  a  new  morgue  capable  of  accommodating  275  bodies  of  persons 
"  found  dead."  The  bodies  are  to  be  enclosed  in  glass-fronted  refrigera- 
tors while  awaiting  identification.  The  total  number  of  deaths  in  New 
York  from  accident,  suicide,  drowning  and  violence  is  said  to  exceed  5,000 
per  year. 

The  Main  Point. — ■"  She  hasn't  much  of  a  figure,  has  she?"  "  No, 
but  her  father  has." 
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THE    DISCOVERY    OF   A    SOUL. 

A\io.v3  the   best   of    the    "  xVew    Thoug'ht  "   literature    that   has    come    to 
hand  lately  is  "The  Discovery  of  A  Soul,"  by  Floyd  B.  Wilson.        Unlike 
many  writers  on  this  subject,  Mr.  Wilson  is  fairly  broad-minded,  willing  to 
give  credit  where  credit  is  due,  and  not  afraid  to  administer  censure  where 
it  is  deserved.      His  st\'le  is  not  aggressive,  but  convincing,  and  while  he 
mav   not  and   will  not  convince  every  one  who   reads  his   book   that  all   it 
contains  is  true,  it   will  be  hard  for  them  to  think   otherwise  than  that  the 
writer  is  sincere  in   his   statements   and    fully   believes   that   they  are  true. 
Whether  Mr.  Wilson  is  a  Spiritualist  or  Theosophist  I   neither  know  nor 
care  ;   that  he  has  bidden  good-bye  to  orthodoxy  is  a  healthy  sign,  and  the 
reading  of  his  book  cannot  but  have  a  broadening  effect  on  the  minds  of 
many    who    will    not   refuse    to   read   the    work,    but   would   taboo   such    a 
magazine  as  Secular  Thought.      When  a  man  ceases  to  accept  as  "truth" 
the  beliefs  that   have  long   been    accepted  as   the   last   there   was  to  know 
about   things    theological,  and    strikes   out    on    an   independent  quest,  and 
fearlessly  subjects   the  beliefs  of  the   eminently   respectable  to  the  search- 
light, it  is   always   interesting   to   read   of  his   discoveries.      And   when  he 
says,  "  I  find  that   the  eminently    respectable   have   been   all   wrong,"  and 
submits  the  proof,  we  must  admit  that  a  good  work  has  been  done.      Then, 
when   he   tells   us    what  his  investigations  have    revealed,  we  can   examine 
what  he  sulimits    as    proof  that   his  statement   is   in  accordance  with  fact, 
and  accept  Oi'  reject  at  pleasure.      To  have  discovered  that  what  was  once 
truth  to  us  is  really  error,  is  a  long  step    toward    real  truth,  and  a  certain 
amount  of  mental  expansion  is  necessary  before  the  average  man  or  woman 
will   admit   that   their  cherished  beliefs  were   not  true.      To-day  there  are 
thousands  who,  while  they  have  abandoned  the  bulk  of  the  rubbish  taught 
by  the  so-called  Christian  churches,  are  still    firm  in  the  belief  that  what  is 
known  as  the  soul  lives  after  the  destruction  of  the  body.      There  are   still 
other  thousands  who  will  not  admit  their  disbelief  in  what  they  admit  they 
cannot  understand,  and  who  are  truly  desirous  of  finding  out  for  themselves, 
why  it  is  they  feel  doubts  which  they  will  not  express.      To  such  the  fear- 
less, earnest,  and  convincing  style  of  Mr.  Wilson  will  appeal  with  sufficient 
force  to  jar  them  loose,  and    once    having  discovered    their   error  they  are 
well  started  on  the  road  to  mental  freedom.      The   book  is  well  printed  on 
good    paper.       It   is  pleasant  reading,  and   worth   the  price,  $i.oo;   R.  F. 
Fenno  &  Co.,   i8  East  Seventeenth  St.,  New  York.  W.  G.  G. 
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A  PROPHET  ON   PROPHETS  AND   PROPHESYING. 
Editor  Secular  1  hough t. 

Sir, — I  was  surprised  when  reading  your  January  issue  to  note  that 
such  a  man  as  Mr.  Underwood — who  himself  is  dabbling  with  metaphysi- 
cal and  occult  science — should  condemn  that  New  York  prophet  simpiv 
because  his  prognostication  did   not  arrive  on  schedule  time. 

Prophets  are  not  incorporated,  and  therefore  do  not  require  to  ha\e  any 
schedule  ;  besides,  there  is  reason  to  think  that  Mr.  Underwood  has  i  ol 
read  the  prophet  correctly. 

Now,  one  of  the  many  queer  phenomena  of  the  mind  of  man  is,  that 
people  who  deal  in  the  doubtful  are  very  jea'.ous  and  illiberal  towards 
those  who  follow  a  simMar  occupation. 

Now,  ds  far  as  the  destruction  of  the  world  is  concerned,  that  New 
York  prophet  is  absolutely  correct,  except  as  to  date  The  fact  is  that 
the  world — economical  and  industrial  society — is  already  in  the  throes  of 
dissolution,  and  will  commence  in  full  earnest  about  the  middle  of  next 
November,  and  continue  with  more  or  less  activity  until  early  in  t'le  fali 
of  1922,  when  a  social  and  industrial  equilibrium  will  be  reached,  whose 
duration  will  then  be  prognosticated  by  the  future  prophets. 

Between  now  and  that  time  most  of  the  present  day's  tall  timbers  will 
have  fallen  before  the  economical  storm,  while  the  present-day  underbrush 
will  have  gained  a  uniform  growth  consistently  with  the  economic  and 
industrial  developments. 

Mr.  Underwood  says  that  prophets  reveal  their  ignorance  by  predicting 
the  future.  Well,  he  is  at  liberty  to  measure  mv  ignorance  by  the  pound, 
bushel,  or  yard.  F'raternally  yours,  J.  S.  Odegaard. 


"  THE  TRUTH   ABOUT  GOD"  &  THE  CHURCH   OF   HUMANJTY. 

Editor  Secular  Thought. 

Sir, — The  National  Convention  of  the  Church  of  Humanity  for  formal 
organization  and  incorporation  will  be  held  at  Great  Bend,  Kansas,  June 
7,  1908.  Please  insert  the  inclosed  notice  of  it  in  each  issue  of  your  pub- 
lication up  to  June  7,  and  send  me  the  bill  for  it  by  return  mail  if  any 
charges  are  made. 

I  wish  you  knew  the  truths  this  church  is  being  organized  to  teach,  and 
would  join  it  and  help  it  to  organize  and  incorporate,  and  then  help  to 
push  its  educational  and  organizing  work.  It  is  the  only  method  by  which 
idolatry  can  ever  be  overthrown.  Yours  truly,  \V.  H.  Kerr. 

Grand  Bend,  Ks.,  April  7,  1908. 

[The  notice  given  in  Mr.  Kerr's  letter  will,  we  hope,  serve  the  purpose. 
In  the  jTiore  extended  announcement  sent  Mr.  Kerr   Informs  us   that    new 
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members  enrolled  before  the  convention  will  be  counted  among-  the  orig-inal 
discoverers  of  the  truths  to  which  he  refers,  and  will  receive  a  Certificate 
of  Graduation  in  the  Knowledge  of  God.  The  fee  for  this  and  a  life  mem- 
bership in  the  Church  ot  Humanity  is  $i,  and  for  25c.  additional  the  new 
member  can  receive  the  church's  monthly  organ,  "  The  Truth  About  God." 
We  do  not  wish  our  name  to  be  enrolled  among  the  original  discoverers 
in  this  line  ;  we  are  not  old  enough  by  many  centuries  to  lay  claim  to  any 
such  distinction  ;  nor  do  we  hanker  after  a  Certificate  of  God  Knowledge. 
If  God,  etc.,  are  myths,  how  can  there  be  any  knowledge  of  them?  Are 
we  to  study  maps  of  heaven  and  hell  ?  We  know  there  are  some  men 
who  prate  a  great  deal  about  "  god,"  but  the  less  we  are  com.pelled  to  use 
the  ugly  and  meaningless  word  the  better  we  are  pleased.  Nonetheless 
we  wish  the  Church  of  Humanity  every  success,  though  our  eftbrts  are 
demanded  by  our  own  church. — Ed. J 

Gaa  FuK,  published  at  Minneapolis,  says  :  "A  Poor  People's  Union  has 
been  formed  in  Christiania,  Norway,  the  aim  or  object  of  which  is  to  pre- 
vent the  Intermission  and  Salvation  Army  from  using  the  name  of  the 
poor  as  a  buffer  in  their  begging.  '  The  Salvation  Army  seems  to  have 
become  everywhere  a  re-incarnation  of  the  Mendicant  Friars — with  a 
feminine  attachment  that  is  even  more  insistent  than  the  male  beggars. 

If  the  United  States  were  as  closely  populated  as  France,  there  would  be 
seven  hundred  million  inhabitants  in  the  Republic.  If  it  were  as  densely 
populated  as  Masschusetts  it  would  contain  one  billion  two  hundred  mil- 
lion people  ;  and  if  it  were  populated  as  thickly  as  Belgium  it  would  count 
more  inhabitants  than  the  whole  of  the  present  human  race.  —  Ex.  These 
figures  would  apply  equally  we'.l  to  Canada,  but  in  both  cases  the  "  if"  is 
lo  be  qualified  by  references  that  destroy  its  possibility. 


Little  Albert  was  helping  his  father  pack  down  the  meat  for  the  winter, 
and  surprised  the  parent  by  saying:  "Pop,  why  don't  you  ask  a  blessing 
over   th(!  barrel,  so  as  to  save  time  when  we  come  to  the  table  ?" 


AN  OPEN  SHOP. 

riie  labor  unions  of  Chicago    have    purchased    a    cemetery,  wliere  only   members 
of  the  union-,  may  be  buried.  —  News  Item. 

And  then  he  went  to  heaven, 
liut  to  stay  he  didn't  care  ; 


.All  his  life  in  a  union  shop 
He'd  daily  earned  his  bread, 

They  buried  him  in  a  union  grave 
When  the  union  man  was   dead. 


He  had  a  union  doctor, 

And  he  had  a  union  nurse  ; 

I  le  had  a  union  coffin, 

And  he  had  a  union  hearse. 

They  put  him  in  a  union  grave, 
When  he  was  good  and  dead  ; 

They  put  a  union  monument 
Just  above  his  head. 


He  kicked  because  he  said  that  some 
Non-union  men  were  there. 

He  went  down  to  the  other  place, 
.■\nd  there  produced  his  card  ; 

Then  Satan  ('rew  an  earnest  face 
And  studied  good  and  hard. 

And  then  he  laughed,  his  hands  did  ruli. 
Till  he  thought  he'd  never  stop, 

"  Lord  bless  my  soul,"  said  Beelzebub, 
'■  Why,  this  is  an  open  shop  !  " 
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Good  Friday. 

Good  Friday  I      Do  Christians  never  stop  to  think  of  anv  of 
the  idiotic   implications  of  their  leading-  dogmas  ?     We  hear 
of  men  crucifying  their  fellows,  burning  them   and   torturing 
them  to  death,  but  how  could  a  bodv  of  men — anv  number  of 
men,  even  of  the  religious  fanatics  called  Jews,  Jahveh's  own 
people — kill  a  god  !      "Jesus  died  for  me  !  "  the  believer  sings 
with  eye-balls  turned  up  ;   but  does  he  forget  that  his  Jesus  is 
supposed  to  be  immortal?     Can  an  immortal   being  die?      If 
so,  what  is  a  mortal  being  ?     Can  an   immortal    being  put  off 
his  immortality  like  a  snake  shedding  his  skin,  and  then  grow 
a  fresh  crop,  coming  to  life  again  like  the  heroes  of  Valhalla  ? 
Is  there   a   more   idiotic   notion    than    that   of  an   immortal 
"being"  of  any  sort?     It  may  be    that,  in   order   to   demon- 
strate its  truth  or  falsity  one  would  have  to  live  to  all  eternity; 
but,  just  as  with  Evolution  and  Creation,  when  the  Christian 
sneers.  You  cannot  prov^e    the   evolution  of  one   species  from 
another,  we  can  shortly  reply.  You  cannot  prove  a  single  case 
of  creation  ;  and  while  all  the  evidence  distinctly  supports  the 
Evolution  theory,  you  cannot  even  imagine  a  case  of  creation; 
so  it  is  with  Immortality.      "  Immortality"  is  nothing  unless 
it  is  the    immortality  of  consciousness  ;   consciousness,  so   far 
as  human  knowledge  goes,  is  an   attribute  of  organized   indi- 
vidual existence,  which  essentially  depends   upon   the  growth 
and  development  of  sentient  organs,  necessarily  involving  the 
death  and   disintegration   of  the   substance  of  those   organs  ; 
and  any  notion  of  the  continuance  of  consciousness  after  the 
disintegration  of  the  body  is  just   as  idiotic  as  would   be  the 
idea  that   the  earth's  orbital   motion   would   continue   after  it 
had    dropped    to  the  sun.      Its   discussion  would  be  on  a  par 
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with  that  reg"arding^  God's  actions  before  Creation  or  Man's 
occupation  after  Resurrection — sheer  lunacy.  And  on  Good 
Friday — in  memory  of  the  death  of  their  God  ! — two  hundred 
million  Christians  will  sing"  anthems  in  praise  of  the  death  of 
what  they  assert  to  be  the  only  true  God  there  ever  has  been, 
thoug^h  there  are  hundreds  ot  other  Gods  in  the  world  with 
just  as  good  credentials  ;  and  on  Easter  Sunday  they  will  sing 
"Jesus  Christ  is  risen  to-day,"  professing  to  believe  that  his 
resurrection  proves  the  certainty  of  their  own,  though  the 
evidence  for  it  is  of  the  most  mythical  character. 


Easter  Sunday. 


That  there  is  really  no  substantial  evidence  for  the  Resur- 
rection is  admitted  by  Paul  in  his  multi-circular  argument  in 
I  Corinthians  15,  wherein  he  says  (after  reciting  that  the  risen 
''Christ"  was  seen  of  Cephas,  then  of  the  twelve — including 
Judas,  who  had  hanged  himself,  burst  asunder,  etc. — then  of 
above  five  hundred  brethren  all  "at  once,"  and  so  on)  : 

"  Now,  if  Christ  be  preached  that  he  rose  from  the  dead,  how  say  some 
among-  you  that  there  is  no  resurrection  of  the  dead  ?  But  if  there  is  no 
resurrection  of  the  dead,  then  is  Christ  not  risen.  And  if  Christ  be  not 
risen,  then  is  our  preaching  vain,  and  your  faith  is  also  vain.  Yea,  and 
we  are  found  false  witnesses  of  God,  because  we  have  testified  of  God  that 
he  raised  up  Christ  :  whom  he  raised  not  up,  if  ho  he  that  the  dead  rise  not. 
For  if  the  dead  rise  not,  then  is  not  Christ  raised  ;  and  if  Christ  be  not 
raised,  your  faith  is  vain  ;  ye  are  yet  in  your  sins.  Then  they  also  which 
are  fallen  asleep  in  Christ  are  perished." 

It  is  clear  from  this  passage  that,  though  Paul  recites  the 
oft-quoted  evidence  of  alleged  w^itnesses,  he  had  no  more  faith 
in  the  validity  of  such  evidence  than  had  Hume,  and  he  bases 
his  argument  upon  the  fact — well-known  to  believers,  of  course 
— that  dead  men  do  come  to  life  again.  Then  it  is  clear  that 
Paul,  when  writing  this  passage,  had  no  notion  that  "Christ" 
was  the  Second  Person  of  a  Trinity.  God  raised  him  up  just 
as  he  raised  up  other  men.  It  remained  for  more  hare-brained 
mystics  than  even  Paul  to  cut  up  Omnipotence  into  thirds- 
each  equaling  the  whole  in  power  and  glory  and  inscrutabilit\ 
— especially  inscrutability. 

It  is  certainly  depressing  to   know  that,  after  the   lapse  of 
nearly  twenty  centuries,  this  same  immoral  rubbish  is  taught, 
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in  all  its  pristine  crudity  and  folly,  in  nine-tenths  of  the  pulpits 
of  Christendom  ;  and  though  sig-ns  are  becoming  more  marked 
every  day  that  they  are  losing  ground,  it  is  evident  that  the 
schoolmaster  has  a  tough  job  before  him,  more  especialh-  as 
he  hunself  is  largely  under  their  spell,  and  also  largely  under 
the  control  of  the  preachers  who  earn  their  wages  by  spread- 
ing such  mind-muddling  nonsense. 


The  Divorce  Law  'Mnfamous, "  says  Canon  Welch. 

There  has  been  probably  more  meaningless  rubbish  talked 
in  the  Lenten  sermons  at  St.  James's  Cathedral,  Toronto,  bv 
Canon  Welch  and  his  deputy  than  could  be  gleaned  from  an 
equal  number  of  sermons  by  typical  colored  preachers  of  the 
Southern  Methodist  Church.  But  Canon  Welch  outdid  him- 
self and  his  asinine  assistant  in  his  sermon  on  the  Divorce 
Law.  His  chief  complaint  was  grounded  upon  the  assertion 
that,  while  some  marriages  were  performed  "  with  all  the 
secrecy  consistent  with  a  due  observance  of  the  law,"  others 
were  made  "  the  opportunity  for  lavish  display  and  social  en- 
tertainment." What  factor  can  be  missing  that  would  make 
all  marriages  satisfactory  to  this  highly-paid  preacher?  Indi- 
rectly, in  his  next  sentence  he  tells  us:  "What  ought  to  be 
the  most  solemn  and  beautiful  act  in  the  lives  of  those  con- 
cerned is  degraded  to  the  level  of  a  mere  civil  contract  !  " 
That  is  where  the  shoe  pinches.  The  man  who  makes  his 
living  by  preaching  is  losing  one  of  his  "  perks."  The  priest, 
once  the  only  man  who  could  "  celebrate  "  a  marriage,  name 
an  infant,  or  help  a  poor  sinner  over  the  Styx,  is  being  for- 
gotten, and,  like  the  Damascus  silversmiths,  the  preachers 
are  crying  out  because  their  trade  is  being  injured.  The  poorer 
people  should  not  think  of  setting  up  housekeeping  until  they 
have  saved  money  enough  to  have  their  marriages  publicly 
"solemnized"  in  a  church  ;  and  the  rich  should  forego  their 
secular  festivities  in  order  to  give  to  the  church  the  money 
thus  saved.      So  far,  it  is  simply  a  trade  union  cry. 

Then  the  Canon  proceeded  to  give  his  idea  of  the  marriage 
contract  : 

"  If  a  civil  contract,  then  it  could  be  annulled  by  civil  authority  ;  but 
being,  as  if  rightly  understood  it  is,  a  type  of  the  indissoluble  union  be- 
tween Christ  and  his  church,  no  Act  of  Parliament,  no  court  of  law,  can 
put  asunder  what  God  has  joined  together.," 
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It  is  by  the  repetition  of  such  uninitii^ated  jargon  and  trade 
shibboleth  as  this  that  Canon  Welch  earns  his  salary  of  $5,000 
a  year  and  perquisites.  It  proves  that  the  same  ecclesiastical 
assumptions  underlie  the  teaching-s  of  Anglicans  that  mark 
those  of  Catholics  and  Salvationists.  Whether  it  is  an  An- 
glican canon  getting  $5,000  a  year  or  a  Salvation  colonel  on 
$10  a  week  who  does  the  business,  the  assumption  is  that 
"  god  "'  has  given  an  irrevocable  power  of  attorney  for  the 
purpose  ;  but  certainly  the  outsider  can  see  divine  authority 
no  more  in  a  marriage  ceremony  performed  by  a  priest  than 
in  one  performed  by  a  justice  of  the  peace — unless,  indeed,  he 
takes  the  priest's  word  for  it. 

And  if  no  man  can  separate  those  whom  "  God  "  has  thus 
joined  by  proxy,  who  shall  tell  us  that  God  cannot  revoke  his 
power  of  attorney  by  some  other  agent?  The  "say  so  "  of 
the  interested  party,  the  priest,  is  all  we  have.  Canon  Welch 
may  think  himself  privileged  to  talk  in  this  presumptuous  and 
foolish  fashion,  but  in  sober  truth  he  must  know  that  he  has 
exactly  the  same  authority  as  has  a  justice  of  the  peace  for 
doing  his  work,  the  authority  of  Parliament,  under  which  his 
church  was  established. 

With  all  the  presumption  of  a  blatant  and  ignorant  priest, 
Canon  Welch  asserts,  regarding  the  different  standard  of 
"  purity  "  for  men  and  women,  that  "  the  crowning  infamy  of 
the  infamous  divorce  act  of  England  is,  that  it  gives  legal 
sanction  to  this  distinction,  which  is  so  utterly  opposed  to  the 
77iind  of  Christ.'"  That  a  commonplace  preacher  like  Canon 
Welch  should  pretend  to  know  "the  mind  of  Christ,"  when 
his  only  guide  is  the  kaleidoscopic  picture  of  the  gospels,  is 
not  a  very  remarkable  phenomenon  ;  nor  need  we  be  surprised 
that  he  should  have  the  temerity  to  denounce  as  "  infamous" 
laws  which  are  the  outcome  of  many  years  of  deliberation  b}- 
the  keenest  judicial  intellects  of  Britain,  and  are  practically 
identical  with  those  of  most  civilized  countries.  Anything  is 
infamous  that  does  not  tally  with  the  ideas  and  interests  of 
the  priesthood.  We  need  not  pretend  to  approve  all  British 
laws  ;  nobody  but  a  lunatic  would  pretend  that  they  do  not 
sadly  need  amendment,  nor  is  it  possible  that  they  will  ever 
reach  perfection  ;  but  this  we  are  entitled  to  say — that  they 
are  infinitely  better  than  any  laws  enacted  by  men  who  have 
pretended  to  know  the  mind  of  Christ  and  to  carry  out  the 
will  of  God. 
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A  man  like  Canon  Welch,  who  denounces  a  beneficent  law 
as  "  infamous  "  because  it  does  not  agree  with  his  interpreta- 
tion of  "  the  mind  of  Christ  "  or  "the  w^ill  of  God,"  because 
it  may  militate  against  the  financial  interests  of  his  church  or 
may  lessen  its  prestige,  and  who  announces  his  intention  of 
setting  at  defiance  the  laws  of  his  country  in  this  matter, 
should  be  deprived  of  the  power  to  perform  any  marriage 
ceremony  w^hatever. 


W.  J.  Bryan,  Evangelist  and  Politician. 

We  extract  the  following  item  from  our  valued  contemporary 
the  New  York  Truth  Seeker  : 

"  The  piety  of  Mr.  William  Jenning-s  Bryan,  upon  which  The  Truth 
Seeker  has  felt  constrained  to  comment  once  and  ag^ain,  is  explained  by 
facts  which  make  it  appear  that  he  is  the  best  paid  preacher  in  the 
world,  making-  more  out  of  talking-  upon  the  Prince  of  Peace  in  the  course 
of  a  year  than  he  would  receive  as  salary  had  he  been  elected  President. 
In  1907  he  tilled  175  dates,-  and  his  receipts  for  the  season  yielded  more 
than  $300  each,  or  a  total  of  852,500.  His  movements  as  a  lecturer  on  re- 
ligion are  directed  by  a  bureau,  the  secretary  of  which  gives  the  following 
details  :  '  Mr.  Bryan's  regular  charg-e  at  Chautauquas  is  the  first  S250 
taken  at  the  gate  and  half  of  all  the  receipts  above  S500,  not  including- 
season  tickets.  For  evening  lectures  in  a  course  his  charge  is  $200  cash 
as  a  guarantee  and  half  of  all  the  receipts  at  the  door.  For  single  even- 
ing lectures  not  in  a  regular  course,  he  asks  half  of  the  gross  receipts.  He 
started  out  on  January  6,  1907,  and  spoke  almost  every  day  until  Septem- 
ber 10,  frequently  twice  a  day.  In  addition  to  these,  he  has  made  a  large 
number  of  political  speeches.'  Mr.  Bryan's  press  agent  declares  that  he 
has  no  rival  on  the  lecture  platform,  but  we  should  estimate  that  he  has  a 
superior  in  Elbert  Hubbard.  If  Hubbard  would  consent  to  hand  out  the 
religious  slush  that  characterizes  Bryan's  best  efforts,  the  Nebraskan  would 
become  a  star  of  the  second  magnitude." 

We  should  like  to  know  how  much  he  received  for  his  Tal- 
magian  sermon  at  the  Toronto  University.  No  doubt  manj 
people  thought  he  was  preaching  for  the  glory  of  God  and 
the  benefit  of  religion,  and  not  merely  to  sw^ell  his  bank  ac- 
count ;  but  it  is  clear  that  he  is  simply  one  of  the  sordid  army 
of  religious  fakers  who  flourish  on  the  ignorance  and  prejudice 
of  the  orthodox  world.  For  such  a  man  to  be  elected  to  the 
Presidency  of  the  United  States  would  be  the  crowning  mark 
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of  the  degeneracy  which  has  been  only  too  evident  in  Ameri- 
can poHtics  since  the  days  of  Washington,  Jefferson,  Adams, 
Madison,  and  other  great  men  ot'  the  early  days.  We  cannot 
escape  the  question  :  If  Bryan  makes  $50,000  a  year  out  of 
his  religion,  what  does  he  expect  to  make  out  of  politics  if  he 
is  elected  President  ?  Will  he  be  more  scrupulous  then  than 
he  is  now  ? 


The  Great  Missionary  Fake. 

It  seems  difficult  to  understand  the  persistence  with  which 
the  Western  Christian  world  continues  to  support  the  many 
missionary  organizations  decades  after  they  have  been  exposed 
as  utter  frauds  and  failures.  Who  can  gauge  the  mental 
vacuity  that  imagines  its  half-educated  and  mercenary  agents 
can  present  Christianitv  in  an  attractive  light  to  a  cultivated 
Chinaman,  a  Japanese,  or  a  Hindoo?  Why,  even  a  Kaffir 
or  a  Zulu  can  see  through  the  missionary  humbug.  There  is 
no  need  to  condemn  all  the  missionaries  as  conscious  frauds. 
Some  there  are,  no  doubt,  who  start  in  the  business  with  the 
honest  and  earnest  intention  of  industriously  earning  their 
monthly  pay,  but  how  many  of  even  these  can  return  to  their 
native  land  with  a  clear  conscience?  Mr.  W.  T.  Ellis,  who 
has  been  recently  making  a  study  of  this  matter  for  the  New 
York  Tribune,  thinks  the  majority  of  the  Protestant  mission- 
aries are  honest  and  devoted  to  their  work,  but  he  says  that 
the  people  at  home  who  support  the  missions  have  a  very  mis- 
takenly romantic  idea  about  it.  The  missionary  has  few  ot 
the  privations  commonly  pictured,  and,  with  wife  and  family, 
lives  in  a  style  much  higher  than  that  he  enjoyed  at  home. 
Unlike  the  Catholic  missionary,  who  has  to  cover  all  expense 
(and  often  charity)  out  of  %(^  per  month  doled  out  to  him  by 
the  Society  for  the  Propagation  oi  the  Faith,  the  Protestant 
missionary  is  housed  and  salaried  like  a  big  official  : 

"  His  first  shock  comes  when  he  finds  a  welcome  awaitint^  him  in  a 
comfortable  American  home,  possibly  better  than  the  one  he  has  left.  He 
looks  about  in  vain  for  the  crosses  he  has  strengthened  his  shoulders  to 
bear." 

No  doubt  very  often  a  most  agreeable  surprise  to  the  mis- 
sionary as  well  as  to  his  wife  and  family  ;  but  what  are  we  to 
think  of  the  honesty  of  men  who  allow  such  facts  to  be  kept 
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secret,  in  order  to  draw  money  from  the  pockets  of  their  dupes 
to  keep  up  the  supply  of  "self-sacrificing-"'  missionaries.  In 
the  following  passage  Mr.  Ellis  tells  of  the  sacrifices  made  by 
the  Protestant  missionaries  : 

"  My  own  judgrnent  has  affirmed  the  criticism  made  to  me  in  numerous 
specific  cases  that  the  dwellings  of  the  missionaries  are  entirely  too  sump- 
tuous for  persons  of  their  vocation.  Rig-htly  or  wrongly,  the  church  and 
the  world  associate  the  idea  of  sacrifice  with  the  missionary's  calling  ;  the 
natives,  too,  quickly  come  to  see  the  apparent  discrepancy  between  the 
preaching  of  self-denial  and  the  practise  of  material  luxury  ;  some  of  the 
most  serious  strictures  upon  the  missionary's  style  of  living  here  come  to 
me  from  native  preachers.  Often,  I  am  convinced,  the  fault  lies  directlv 
with  the  boards  at  home  ;  some  missionaries  have  lamented,  in  my  hearing,, 
the  elaborateness  and  impressiveness  of  their  residences.  They  deplore 
the  contrast  between  their  houses  and  those  of  the  wealthiest  natives. 
The  missionary,  they  reason,  should  be  the  last  person  conspicuous  for 
evidences  of  worldly  position.  The  theory  that  it  is  necessary  to  '  impress  ' 
the  heathen  is  utterly  fallacious  ;  the  disciple  cannot  improve  upon  the 
spirit  of  his  Master,  the  lowly  Nazarene." 


The  Folly  and  Cowardice  of  Missionary  Work. 

The  hollowness  of  the  whole  business  is  seen  at  once  when 
we  remember  that  the  men  who  send  out  the  missionaries  to 
foreign  lands  are  fully  aware  that  there  are  many  millions  of 
their  fellow  countrymen  who  are  as  much  in  need  of  conver- 
sion to  Christianity  as  any  Chinaman  or  Hindoo.  Were  they 
honest  and  earnest,  they  would  make  some  effort  to  convert 
the  millions  of  heathen  at  home  who  could  understand  their 
arguments,  instead  of  sending  men  to  convert  foreign  heathen 
who  can  neither  understand  their  talk  nor  appreciate  their 
religion — who,  indeed,  mostly  possess  a  religion  at  least  as 
good  as  Christianity,  and  who  jeer  at  the  crude  ideas  and  the 
sordid  lives  and  weak  morality  of  their  would-be  saviors.  A 
traveller,  D.  Sladen,  in  "The  Japs  At  Home,"  speaking  ot 
the  Japanese  adoption  of  Western  customs  and  their  attitude 
towards  the  missionaries,  says  : 

"The  mention  of  church  people  and  temples  reminds  me  that  it  is 
Sunday.  The  Jap  even  keeps  Sunday  in  a  way.  There  are  more  people 
idle  than  on  other  days,  and  the  upper  class  Japanese  make  a  holiday  of  it. 
So  do  many  of  the  Chinese,  who.  go  up  to  Tokyo  by  rail  (second  class,,  not 
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third),  gorgfeously  attired  in  apple  green  an,d,  sky-blue  brocades  and  white 
silk  stockinjj's,  smoking-  cigars  of  the  largest  size.  The  Japs  observe 
Sunday  as  they  wear  a  European  hat,  because  it  stamps  them  as  a  superior 
class.  They  would  keep  the  Jews' Sabbath  too,  if  it  was  '  smart'  enough. 
It  isn't  due  to  the  missionaries,  for  whom  the}'  have  the  most  undisguised 
contempt.  The  well-bred  Japanese  shudder  to  think  of  missionaries,  while 
the  poorer  class  do  not  keep  the  Christian  Sunday  at  all,  but  go  on  trading 
as  usual,  though  they  may  possibly  feel  grateful  for  a  day  on  which  Chris- 
tian shops   are   shut,  and  Christian   buyers   driven    to   the   counter  oi'  the 

unbeliever  (as  we  are  literally,  in  jinrikishas,  to-day) 

Every  one  in  the  East  is  familiar  with  the  story  of  the  Chinaman  who  went 
to  his  Sunday-school  teacher  to  say  that  he  did  not  mean  to  come  any 
more.  '  How  is  that  ?  '  said  the  missionary  ;  '  you  seemed  to  be  getting 
along  so  nicely.'  '  Me  savez  plenty  English  now  ;  me  go  hotel  boy  ;  me 
no  care  for  Amelican  man,  Jesus  Kilist.'  It  is  probably  not  true,  but  it 
points  the  moral  to  plenty  of  true  tales." 

Were  the  clergy  less  domineenng-  and  presumptuous,  their 
cowardice  in  refusing  to  attempt  the  conversion  of  intelligent 
men  at  home,  while  sending  missionaries  to  convert  ignorant 
foreigners,  might  be  attributed  to  their  own  lack  of  mental 
power  ;  but  their  conduct  is  evidence  of  their  knowledge  that 
they  have  a  case  that  cannot  be  logically  defended.  In  their 
cowards'  castles  and  to  their  deluded  and  impressible  followers 
they  preach  rubbish  that  is  both  idiotic  and  immoral,  but  if 
they  had  any  living*  faith  that  their  teachings  were  good  and 
true  they  would  court  discussion  of  them,  and  instead  of  ask- 
ing for  special  privileges,  freedom  from  taxation,  and  police 
protection  for  the  public  promulgation  of  their  faith,  would 
depend  upon  the  inherent  value  of  their  work,  and  scorn  to 
take  advantage  of  their  fellow  citizens. 


An   Ecclesiastical  Boomerang. 

A  peculiar  situation  has  developed  in  Quebec.  The  Roman 
Catholic  Archbishop  has  undertaken  to  strictly  enforce  the 
regulation  of  his  church  against  mixed  marriages.  But  love 
laughs  at  church  regulations  as  well  as  at  locks  and  legal 
enactments,  and  the  people  of  Quebec,  being  somewhat  old- 
fashioned,  still  retain  some  traces  of  the  once  popular  custom 
of  marrying  for  love.  The  good  Archbishop  therefore  finds 
himself  in  this  difficult  predicament.      He  cannot  relax  in  the 
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matter  of  the  regulations  without  appearing  to  beat  a  retreat. 
If  he  does  not  relax,  he  must  be  content  to  look  on  while  his 
people  follow  their  Protestant  sweethearts  to  Protestant 
churches  to  be  married.  It  is  a  pity,  perhaps,  that  the  laws 
of  nature  cannot  always  be  made  to  conform  themselves  to  the 
laws  which  men  make,  but  Nature  is  very  headstrong  some- 
times.—  Woodstock  Sentinel- Review. 


Spiritualism   a  "Ridiculous  Fraud.*' 

This  was  the  opinion  expressed  by  Colonel  Denison,  Police 
Magistrate  of  Toronto,  in  committing  for  trial  the  "  Rev." 
Clarence  Howland  and  Mrs.  Howland  and  Daniel  and  Mrs. 
Rynex,  who  for  some  time  had  been  carrying  on  a  successful 
Spiritualistic  or  fortune-telling  business  in  Toronto.  Colonel 
Denison,  like  other  good  Christians,  believes  in  some  miracles 
that  are  said  to  have  happened  a  long  time  ago  and  thousands 
of  miles  away,  though  he  would  peremptorily  reject,  if  offered 
in  a  case  in  his  own  court,  every  scrap  of  the  evidence  which 
is  supposed  to  substantiate  them  ;  but  he  is  a  confirmed  infidel 
in  regard  to  all  such  things  when  reported  as  happening  in  his 
own  day  and  in  his  own  town,  though  vouched  for  by  living 
persons  who  wear  good  clothes,  live  in  good  houses,  and  have 
never  been  in  jail.  Virgin  births,  creations,  speaking  asses^ 
and  resurrections  of  the  dead  are  all  very  well  in  religious 
services,  but  the  most  strenuous  affirmations  and  the  strongest 
affidavits  will  not,  in  our  day  at  least,  save  such  stories  from 
magisterial  condemnation  as  "ridiculous  frauds."  Colonel 
Denison  firmly  believes  the  Witch  of  Endor  materialized  the 
ghost  of  Samuel  for  Saul's  benefit,  though  the  evidence  for  it 
is  only  an  old  anon\mous  Hebrew  book  ;  but  he  has  no  faith 
that  Mrs.  Howland  raised  the  spirit  of  Mrs.  Lowe's  mother- 
in-law  from  the  dusky  region  where  she  at  present  resides.. 
Mrs.  Lowe  didn't  believe  it  either,  for  she  asserts  that  when 
she  tried  to  hold  her  supposed  mother-in-law,  she  only  suc- 
ceeded in  tearing  away  from  Mrs.  Howland's  corpus  an  under^ 
garment  belonging  to  Mrs.  Rynex,  in  whose  house  the  unholy 
show  was  held.  The  evidence  in  this  case,  of  course,  is  very 
conflicting,  and  Colonel  Denison  may  be  justified  in  his  unbe- 
lief, though  many  cases  have  occurred  where  spectators  have 
not  succeeded  in  tearing  a  chemise  off  a  naked  spirit.  To  be 
consistent,  he  should  denounce  Christian  Spiritualism  also.. 
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Immorality  of  the   Chief  Christian  Dogma. 

Tlie  other  day  we  came  across  the  program  of  a  Methodist 
church  concert,  and  here  is  the 

opening  hymn. 

"  To  God   be  the  glory,  great  things  he  hath  done  ; 
So  loved  He  the  world  that  He  gave  His  own  Son, 
Who  yielded  His  life  an  atonement  for  sin, 
And  opened  the  Life-gate  that  all  may  go  in. 

Chori's — Praise  the  Lord  f  Praise  the  Lord  !    Let  the  earth  hear  his  voice. 
Praise  the  Lord  !  Praise  the  Lord  !   Let  the  people  rejoice  ! 
Oh,  come  to  the  Father,  through  Jesus  the  Son, 
And  give  Him  the  glory  !  great  things  He  hath  done. 

"  O  perfect  redemption,  the   purchase  of  blood, 
To  every  believer  the  promise  of  God  ; 
The  vilest  offender  who  truly  believes 
That  moment  from  Jesus  a  pardon  receives." 

The  people  who  sing-  this  immoral  dogg^erel  are  not,  of 
course,  responsible  for  their  moral  ideas — or,  rather,  their  lack 
of  moral  culture.  They  have  been  brought  up  in  a  school  in 
which  the  m.ost  slavish  submission  to  priestly  dictates  is  the 
corner-stone  of  good  conduct,  and  it  would  be  the  last  thing 
possible  for  them  to  attempt  a  correlation  of  their  religious 
doctrines  with  the  facts  of  human  life.  Yet  without  some 
such  attempt  all  theological  doctrines  are  simply  idle  chatter 
without  meaning.  If  "  God's  "  justice  is  not  human  justice, 
then  it  is  nothing  but  the  dream  of  a  crazy  theologian  ;  for, 
if  it  were  worse,  it  would  be  denounced  by  intelligent  people, 
and  if  it  were  better,  the  same  people  would  endeavor  to  raise 
the  human  ideal  to  the  theological  standard.  But  where  is 
even  the  Christian  who  would  attempt  to  apply  the  doctrine 
of  Salvation  by  Faith  to  human  jurisprudence?  What  would 
be  thought  of  a  judge  who  should  thus  address  a  convicted 
murderer  :  "  My  dear  friend,  you  have  been  justly  convicted 
of  a  most  horrible  murder,  and  have  been  proved  to  have 
committed  many  other  heinous  offences,  but  if  you  only  believe 
that  I  have  power  to  order  you  to  be  hanged,  you  shall  live  in 
a  palace  for  the  rest  of  your  natural  life  and  have  every  luxury 
your  heart  can  desire  ?  "  Would  this  sort  of  justice  meet  the 
views  of  the  Christian  bigots  who  put  a  boy  in  jail  for  selling 
a  newspaper  on  Sunday  morning  and  fine  a  steamboat  captain 
$400  for  running  a  Sunday  excursion  ? 
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IS  THE  CHRISTIAN   HELL  CLOSED? 

Notwithstanding"  the  efforts  of  the  muck-rakers  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons to  g"ive  Hfe  and  spirit  to  tne  scandal  campaig-n,  the  Ottawa  Free  Press 
finds  time   for  the  discussion  of  the  question,  "  Is  there  a  material  hell  ?  " 

The  change  in  the  public  attitude  towards  this  question  is  rather  signi- 
ficant. Fifty  years  ago,  or  less,  the  discussion  would  have  been  so  hot 
that  a  cautious  newspaper  man  would  scarcely  have  dared  to  touch  it. 
Now  it  is  regarded  with  so  much  indifference  that  the  averag^e  editor  would 
scarcely  think  it  worth  while  devoting  space  to  it.  Even  in  the  churches, 
the  old-fashioned  hell-fire  sermon  is  regarded  as  a  curiosity. 

The  excuse  which  the  F:ee  Press  has  to  offer  for  g-iving  space  to  the  sub- 
ject now  is  the  statement  made  by  Rev.  Dr.  Henderson  in  the  Dominion 
Methodist  church  last  Sunday,  that  he  did  not  believ^e  in  the  existence  of  a 
material  hell  where  the  souls  of  the  wicked  were  subjected  to  material 
physical  torments.  In  a  spirit  of  enterprise  the  Free  Press  interviewed  a 
long  list  of  representative  ministers  of  the  city.  Some  declined  emphatically 
to  discuss  the  question  at  all,  others  were  non-committal  ;  a  few  frankly  ad- 
mitted they  were  still  in  ignorance  as  to  the  actual  facts  ;  but  perhaps  the 
majority  had  no  hesitation  in  expressing  substantial  agreement  with  the 
statement  made  by  Dr.  Henderson.  Not  a  single  one  of  those  interviewed 
came  out  unreservedly  in  support  of  the  old-fashioned  material  hell. 

What  then  has  become  of  the  old-fashioned  hell  ?  one  might  be  per- 
mitted to  ask.  Has  there  been  any  new  revelation  on  the  subject  ?  If 
so  whence  did  it  come  and  how  ?  Are  not  the  proofs  as  many  and  the  ar- 
guments as  strong  to-day  as  they  were  fifty  years  ago  ? 

The  explanation  seems  to  be  that  while  the  proofs  are  the  same  the  views 
of  the  people  concerning  matters  of  faith  and  revelation  have  changed. 
Man's  moral  nature  seems  to  have  outg-rown  the  belief  in  a  material  hell 
just  as,  long  ago,  in  ancient  Greece  and  Rome,  it  had  outgrown  the  old 
mythologies,  as  at  a  later  date  it  had  outgrown  more  recent  mythologies  ; 
and  as,  at  a  date  still  later,  it  had  outg"rown  witchcraft,  demoniacal  pos- 
session and  other  beliefs  once  firmly  held  but  now  discarded  as  barbarous. 

Are  we  to  conclude,  then,  that  our  morality  determines  our  creeds, 
rather  than  that  our  creeds  determine  our  morality  ?  Or  that  both  influences 
act  and  react  on  each  other  ? 

It  is  an  interesting  sabject  ;  but  one  which  an  ordinary  newspaper  writer 
may  be  excused  for  declining  to  discuss  at  length.  One  of  the  Ottawa 
ministers  when  asked  to  express  his  views  on  hell  replied  :  '*  I  could  not 
express  my  views  in  less  than  two  columns,  as  it  requires  very  delicate 
handling  and  much  consideration."  He  had  the  wisdom  of  discretion-  — 
Woodstock  Sentinel-Review^ 
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UNIVERSAL    INTERACTION. 

Wherever  men  are  g'athered,  all  the  air 

Is  charged  with  human  feeling,  human  thought  ; 

Each  shout  and  cry  and  laugh,  each  curse  and  prayer 
Are  into  its  vibrations  surely  wrought  ; 

L^nspoken  passion,  wordless  meditation, 

Are  breathed  into  it  with  our  respiration  ; 
It  is  with  our  life  fraught,  and  overfraught. 

So  that  no  man  there  breathes  earth's  simple  breath, 

As  if  alone  on  mountain,  or  wide  seas  ; 
But  nourishes  warm  life  or  hastens  death 

With  joys  and  sorrows,  health  and  foul  disease, 
Wisdom  and  folly,  good  and  evil  labors 
Incessant  of  his  multitudinous  neighbors  ; 

He  in  his  turn  affecting  all  of  these. 

—B.    V.  "  City  of  Dreadful  Night. 


Those  will  come  to  whom  it  will  be  given  to  see  the  elementary  machi- 
nery at  work  :  who,  as  it  were,  from  some  slight  hint  of  the  straws,  will 
feel  the  winds  of  March  when  they  do  not  blow.  To  them  will  nothing  be 
trivial,  seeing  that  they  will  have  in  their  eyes  the  invisible  conflict  going 
on  around  us,  whose  features  a  nod,  a  smile,  a  laugh,  of  ours  perpetually 
changes,  and  they  will  perceive,  moreover,  that  in  real  life  all  hangs  toge- 
ther :  the  train  is  laid  in  the  lifting  of  an  eyebrow,  that  bursts  upon  the 
field  of  thousands.  They  will  see  the  links  of  things  as  they  pass,  and 
wonder  not,  as  foolish  people  now  do,  that  this  great  matter  came  out  of 
that  small  one. — George  Meredith. 


I  know  few  Christians  so  convinced  of  the  splendor  of  the  rooms  in  their 
Father's  house  as  to  be  happier  when  their  friends  are  called  to  those  man- 
sions than  they  would  be  if  the  Queen  had  sent  for  them  to  live  at  Court  ; 
nor  has  the  Church's  most  ardent  *'  desire  to  depart  and  be  with  Christ," 
ever  cured  it  of  the  singular  habit  of  putting  on  mourning  for  every  person 
summoned  to  such  departure.  On  the  contrary,  a  brave  belief  in  death 
has  been  assuredly  held  by  many  not  ignoble  persons  ;  and  it  is  a  sign  ot 
the  last  depravity  in  the  Church  itself,  when  it  assumes  that  such  a  belief 
is  inconsistent  with  either  purity  of  character  or  energy  of  mind. — Buskin. 


"  The  blood-dyed  vestments  of  the  Redeemer  are  not  waving  in  triumph 
over  the  ramparts  of  sin  and  rebellion,"  but  over  the  fortresses  of  faith 
float  the  white  flags  of  force.  The  trumpets  no  longer  sound  for  battle, 
but  for  parley.  The  fires  of  hell  have  been  extinguished,  and  heaven  itselt 
is  only  a  dream.  The  "eternal  verities"  have  changed  to  doubts.  The 
torch  of  inspiration,  choked  with  ashes,  has  lost  its  flame.  There  is  no 
longer  in  the  church  "  a  sound  from  heaven  as  of  a  rushing,  mighty  wind  ;" 
no  "  cloven  tongues  like  as  of  fire  ;  "  no  "  wonders  in  the  heaven  above," 
and  "  no  signs  in  the  earth  beneath."  The  miracles  have  faded  away,  and 
the  sceptre  is  passing  from  superstition  to  science — science,  the  only  possible 
savior  of  mankind. — R.  G.  Ingersoll. 
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A  GENEROUS  ARCHITECT. 

An  architect,  prominent  in  New  England,  was  retained  by  a  certain  con- 
gregation that  desired  to  build  a  new  church.  Although  the  amount  set 
aside  to  defray  the  cost  of  construction  was  a  modest  one,  yet  the  gentle- 
men charged  with  the  negotiations  with  the  architect  spent  many  weeks 
haggling  over  the  figures.  Time  and  time  again  they  would  come  to  him, 
suggesting  that  this  or  that  feature  of  the  proposed  building  could  be  elimi- 
nated, thus  saving  a  few  dollars  here  and  there  ;  and  they  even  sought  to 
"jew  down  "  the  architect  himself,  in  respect  to  his  fee.  All  this  the  archi- 
tect bore  with  admirable  patience,  annoyed  as  he  was,  for  it  was  an  humble 
edifice  that  was  to  be  built  and  his  time  was  extremely  valuable. 

Finally,  on  the  occasion  of  the  last  visit  of  the  committee,  he  determined 
to  administer  to  them  a  gentle  rebuke.  So  when  the  spokesman  of  the 
committee  declared  that  $1,825  ^^''^^  the  highest  figure  they  would  pav. 
the  architect  quietly  observed  : 

"  Say  just  $2  more,  gentlemen,  and  I'll  throw  in  the  steeple." 


"  PUTTING  ON  THE  BLACK  CAP." 

Here  is  an  amusing  story  that  Capt.  Christopher  Cradock,  skipper  of  tlie 
"Swiftsure,"a  vessel  now  in  the  British  Channel  fleet,  is  fond  of  telling.  A 
court-martial  was  being  held  on  board  the  "  Hibernia  "  at  Malta  for  the  trial 
of  a  gunner  who  had  been  drinking  not  wisely  but  too  well.  The  evidence 
had  been  taken,  the  finding  decided  on,  and  the  court  cleared  to  consider 
the  sentence.  The  court  was  re-opened  and  the  prisoner  ushered  in.  Hardly 
had  he  crossed  the  threshold  when,  to  the  astonishment  of  the  members  of 
the  court,  he  threw  himself  face  downward,  uttered  a  wild  shriek,  and  pleaded 
piteously  for  mercy.  Evei-y  one  looked  at  the  president,  anrl  the  reason 
for  the  prisoner's  strange  behaviour  at  once  dawned  on  their  perplexed 
minds.  The  president's  hair  on  top  was  conspicuous  by  its  absence,  and 
in  private  life  he  invariablv  wore  a  black  skull  cap.  Now,  the  "Hibernia' 
was  one  of  the  draughtiest  ships  in  the  navy,  and  the  deliberations  had  been 
somewhat  long,  so  in  the  pi'isoner's  abcence  the  president  had  covered  his 
head  with  its  usual  protector,  but  on  the  man's  re-entry  quite  forgot  to  liide 
it  by  putting  on  his  cocked  hat.  The  unfortunate  gunner,  whose  nerves  were 
somewhat  unstrung  as  a  result  of  his  recent  debauch,  jumped  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  wearing  of  the  black  cap  by  the  pre.sident  signified  that  he  wa,s 
to  be  hanged  for  his  offence,  instead  of  which  his  punishment  turned  out  to  be 
a  few  days'  cells.— London  "P.  T.  O." 


PHILOSOPHY. 

Don't  fret  if  thinys  j^o  wrong-  to-day,  The  man  who  mopes,  and  frets,  and  pines, 

They'll  all  come  right  to-morrow  ;  Will  never  be  a  winner  ; 

A  time  of  joy,  the  wise  men  say,  He's  in  great  luck  if  every  day 

Will  follow  every  sorrow.  He  gets  a  decent  dinner. 

If  vou  have  failed,  don't  sit  and  mourn,  The  soug^ht-for  secret  of  success, 

Just  get  to  work  and  hustle,  I'll  tell  you,  on  the  level  ; 

Success  is  sure  to  come  in  time,  Just  hustle,  hustle — that's  the  way 

To  active  brain  and  m.uscle-.  To  circumvent  the  devil. —  Bagology.. 
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THE    HINDOO'S    PARADISE. 

A  Hindoo  died — a  happy  thing  to  do 
When  twenty  years  related  to  a  shrew. 
Released,  he  hopefully  for  entrance  tried 
Before  the  gates  of  Brahma's  Paradise. 
"  Hast  been  through  Purgatory  ?  "  Brahma  said. 
"  I  have  been  married,"  and  he  hung  his  head. 
*'  Come  in,  come  in,  and  welcome,  too,  my  son  ; 
Marriage  and  Purgatory  are  as  one  !  " 

In  bliss  extreme  he  entered  heaven's  door, 

And  knew  the  peace  he  ne'er  had  known  before. 

Scarce  had  he  entered  in  the  garden  fair, 

Another  Hindoo  asked  admission  there. 

The  self-same  question  Brahma  asked  again — 

"  Hast  been  through  Purgatory  1 "      "  No  !      What  then  ?  " 

"Thou  canst  not  enter,"  was  the  god's  reply. 

"  Why,  he  who  went  in  before  was  there  no  more  than  I  !  " 

"  All  that  is  true,  but  he  has  married  been, 

And  so  on  earth  has  suffered  for  all  sin  !  " 

"  Married  !      'Tis  well,  for  I've  been  married  twice  !  " 

"  Begone  !     We'll  have  no  fools  in  Paradise  !  " 

— Quoted  from  "  Aahestology." 


HAS  THE  UNIVERSE  A   PURPOSE  ? 

Why  talk  about  the  "  purpose  "  of  the  universe,  if  you  exclude  the 
intellig-ence  with  which  alone  purpose  can  be  connected  ?  It  may  be  that 
there  is  no  adequate  scientific  reason  for  believing  that  any  intelligence  of 
a  superior  and  controlling  kind  exists.  Then  why  not  face  the  consequences 
of  such  convictions?  Why  not  admit  that  the  forces  of  Evolution,  while 
they  work  together  for  the  production  and  preservation  of  certain  species 
of  animals,  such  as  man,  and  while  they  can  be  seen  to  produce  continual 
changes  in  the  universe,  are  yet  absolutely  unconscious  of  any  predestined 
end,  and  therefore  cannot  be  said,  in  any  accepted  use  of  words,  to  have 
a  "  purpose?  " — Prof.  Hyalop. 

LEGISLATORS  AND  THE  RIGHTS  OF  MEN. 
"  Our  legislators  are  not  sufficiently  apprised  of  the  rightful  limits  of 
their  power  ;  that  their  true  office  is  to  declare  and  enforce  only  our  natural 
rights  and  duties,  and  take  none  of  them  from  us.  No  man  has  a 
natural  right  to  commit  aggression  on  the  equal  rights  of  another  ;  and 
this  is  all  from  which  the  law  ought  to  restrain  him  ;  every  man  is  under 
the  natural  duty  of  contributing  to  the  necessities  of  society,  and  this  is 
all  the  laws  ought  to  enforce  on  him  ;  and  no  man  having  a  natural  right 
to  be  the  judge  between  himself  and  another,  it  is  his  natural  duty  to  sub- 
mit to  the  umpirage  of  an  impartial  third.  When  the  laws  have  declared 
and  enforced  all  this,  they  have  fulfilled  their  functions,  aud  the  idea  is  quite 
unfounded  that  on  entering  into  society  we  give  up  anj  natural  right." — 
■^hffereon. 
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jYiE  Give  a  Reason  for  the  Faith  that  is  in  you. 

Scientific  &  Philosophical  Correspondence  School 

An  open  invitation  is  extended  to  all  persons  desiring  a  truly  liberal  education  to 

join.      Established  by  and  under  tie  auspices  of  the  blue  Grass  Blade. 

James  E.  Hughes,  Manager.  John  R.  Charlesworth,  Instructor. 

TERM.S — Full  Course   (three  years),  $25  ;    One  Year  Course,  $10. 

Scope  of  Instruction— Zoology,  Geology,  .Astronomy,  General  Science,  Philosophy, 

History,  Theology,  Biblical  Literature,  Secular  and  Sacred  History,  Classics,  Poetry, 

Logic,  Rules  of  Evidence,  Rules  of  Debate,  Study  in  Oratory. 

The  School  will  open  on  or  about  July  i.     Send  in  your  name  now,  that  you  may 
start  in  from  the  first.      For  further  particulars  apply  to 

J  AS.  E.  Hughes,  Lexington,  Ky. 

The   Free   Speech   League 

invites  correspondence,   co-operation,  and  membership  of  all  who  claim  rights  and- 
dare  maintain  them 

JOIN  US     HELP  US. 

GET  OUR  LIST  OF  BOOKS. 

READ  THEM  — PASS  THEM  ALONG. 
Liberty  talks  by  IngersoU,  Wakeman,  Walker,  Schroeder,  Pentecost^  Darrow,  Post 
and  others.     Read  "Our  Vanishing  Liberty  of  Press"  (five  cents)  ;  and   also  "Do 
You  Want  Free  Speech  ? "  (ten  cents)  and  learn 

WHY  YOU   SHOULD  ACT   WITH   US 
The  Free  Speech  Leajjue   .    .120  Lexington  Avenue,  New  York  Citv. 

SOME  OF  OUR  EXCHANGES. 

The  Truth  Seeker,  63  Vesey  St.,  New  York.  wkly.  $3  per  year.  E.  M.  Macdonald,  ed. 
Freethinker,  2  Newcastle  St.,  Farringdon  St.,  London.  Eng.,  wklv,  2d.;  $2.50  per  vr. 
Literary  Guide,  mon.,  $1  per  yr.  (inch  quarterly  supplements).  Watts  &  Co.,  London. 
The  Open  Court,  1322  Wabash  Ave.,  Chicago,  III.,  mo.,  loc,  $1  a  year,  Dr.  Carus  ed. 
Searchlight,  Waco,  Texas,  monthly,  10  cents,  $1  per  year  'for.  Si. 25).  J.  D.  Shaw,  ed:. 
To-morrow,  139-149  East  56th  St.,  Chicago,  111  ,  mon.,  locts.;  $1  a  year  (for.  $1.50). 
Metaphysical  Magazine,  500  Fifth  .Av..  N.  York,  mthly,  25  cts.;  $2  a  year  (for.  los.). 
Blue  Grass  Blade,  Lexington,  Ky.,  weekly,  $1.50  per  yr.  J.  E.  Hughes,  ed.  and  pub. 
Humanitarian  Review,  Los  .\ngeles,  Cal.,  mo.,  loc,  $1  a  year.  Singleton  W.  Davis,  ed. 
IngersoU  Beacon,  78  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago,  111.,  mo.,  5c.,  50c.  year,  W.  H.  Maples,  ed. 
The  Conservator,  1624  Walnut  st.,  Philadelphia,  mo'ly,  loc. ;  $1  a  yr.  H.  Traubel,  ed. 
The  Adept,  Crystal  Bay,  Minn.,  mo.,  25c.  a  year.  Astrological.  Frederick  White,  ed. 
The  Balance,  mon.,  loc. ;  506.  yr.  J.  H.  Cashmere,  ed.  1700  Welton  St.,  Denver,  Col. 
Vegetarian  Magazine,  mon.,  loc,  $1  per  year.  Chicago,  111. 
Altruria,  mon.,  loc,  $1  per  year.  12  Mount  Morris  Park  West,  New  York. 
Swastika,  mon.,  loc.,  $1  per  year.      1742-46  Stout  St.,  Denver,  Colo. 

THE  SCARLET  SHADOW.     By  Walter  Hurt.     Publishers,  "Appeal  to  Reason," 

Girard,  Kansas.     Cloth,  $1.50. 
THE   SABBATH:     ITS    HISTORY    AND    MODERN    USE.      By   Rev.    V.  X^. 

Gilpin,  B.A.,  London,  Canada. 
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VALUABLE   BOOKS    RECENTLY  PUBLISHED. 

Boohs  riiii  lie  olitaiiu'd  from  ojfice  of  Srcuhir  Tlio^o/lit. 

THE  OLDEST  LAWS  IN  THE  WORLD,  being  an  account  of  tlie  Hammu- 
rabi Code  and  the  Sinaitic  Legislation,  by  Chilperic  Edwards,  64  pp.,  paper 
cover,  25c.  ;  cloth,  40c. 

SUNDAY  OBSERVANCE:  Its  Origin  and  Meaning.  By  W.  W.  Hardwicke,  M.D., 
author  of  " 'I'he  Evolution  of  Man  and  His  Religious  Systems,"  etc.  R.  P.  .A, 
Cheap  Reprints.     25c.     Watts  &  Co.,  London. 

MARRIAGE  AND  R.ACE  DE.ATH  The  Foundations  of  an  Intelligent  System 
of  .Marriage.  By  Morrison  I.  Swift.  270  pp  8vo.,  heavy  paper,  paper  cover, 
50  cents.     New  York  :  The  Morrison  I.  Swift  Press.      1906. 

FUNERAL  SERXTCES  WITHOUT  THEOLOGY.  A  series  of  addresses  adapted 
to  various  occasions.  With  an  Appendi.x  containing  examples  of  method  of  treat- 
ing personal  recollections,  and  poetical  cpiotations.  By  F.  J.  Gould.  60  pages, 
cloth,  40  cents.     Watts  «S:  Co.,  London. 

THE  ANGLO-ROMAN  CONCORDATS.  By  F.  Hugh  O'Donnell.  Reprinted 
from  the  Belfast  News- Letter.     5c. 

FOUR  HUNDRED  YEARS  OF  FREETH OUGHT.  By  Samuel  P.  Putnam. 
800  pages,  with  nearh  150  full-page  portraits  of  Pioneers  and  living  Reformers. 
Cloth,  $5.  , 

THE  BIBLE.  By  John  E.  Remsburg.  \n  inquiry  into  the  Authenticity,  the  Credi- 
bility, and  the  Morality  of  the  Bible.  With  an  .Xppendi.x  and  a  36-page  Index, 
enabling  the  reader  to  refer  at  once  to  any  argument  or  authority  adduced.  About 
500  pages,  cloth,  $1.25. 

ADAM'S   DIARY.      By  Mark  Twain.      Illustrated    by  F.  Strothmann.     $1. 

EVE'S   DIARY.     By  Mark  Twain-      Illustrated  by  Lister  Ralph.      Cloth,  $1. 

HUMAxN   ORIGINS.     By  Samuel  Lalng.     A  very  valuable  work.     30  cts. 

DARWINISM  AND  THE  PROBLEMS  OF  LIFE.  A  Study  of  Familiar 
Animal  Life.  By  Conrad  Guenther,  Ph.D.,  Professor  at  the  University  Freiburg 
in  Baden.  Translated  from  the  Third  Edition  by  Joseph  McCabe.  London  : 
Owen  &  Co.     436  pp.,  roy.  8vo,  cloth,  $3.50. 

SIX  HISTORIC  AMERICANS.  By  John  E.  Remsburg.  A  handsome  volume  of 
about  1550  pages,  w.th  full-page  portraits,  containing  all  the  available  evidence  for 
forming  a  just  estimate  of  the  religious  views  of  Paine,  Franklin,  Washington, 
Jefferson,  Lincoln,  and  Grant. 

THE  EVOLUTION  OF  .MAN:  A  Popular  Scientific  Study.  By  Ernst  Haeckel. 
\'ol.  I.  Human  Embryology  or  Ontogeny.  Translated  from  the  5th  (enlarg-ed) 
edition  by  Joseph  McCabe.  With  209  illustrations.  R.  P.  A.  Cheap  Reprints. 
25c.  Watts  &  Co.,  London. 
ERNST  HAECKEL'S  ''E\'OLUTION  OF  MAN,"  \'ol.  II.  is  also  ready,  in 
paper  cover,  192  pp.,  199  illustrations,  price  25c.  The  two  volumes  can  also 
be  had  in  one  volume,  cloth  lettered,  with  a  new  portrait  of  the  author,  price 
$1.15,  post    paid. 

This  magnificently  illustrated  woi'k   sliould    be  in    the    library  of  every 
Freethinker. 

THE  CHILDREN'S  PLUTARCH,  by  F.  J.  C.ould,  with  six  full-page  illustra- 
tions by  Walter  Crane,  cloth,  viii-286  pp.,  is  a  work  that  should  liave  a  large 
sale.      Price  $1.00 

A    PICTURE-BOOK    OF    EVOLUTION,    by  Dennis   Hiid,  M.A.,  in   cloth,  with 
182  illustrations  price  $1.00,  will  also  be  found  a  work  of  great  value  for  children 
-    and  also  for  adults,  for  the  matter  of  that. 
.A     FEW    FOOTPRINT.S,   by  J.  Passinore   Edwards.      100  jjp.,  i)aper  covers,  25c.  : 
cloth,  40c. 
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A  SHORT  HISTORY  OF  THE  INQUISITION  :  WHAT  IT  WAS  AND 
WHAT  IT  DID.  Illustrated.  645  pages.  New  York  :  Truth  Seeker  Co., 
62  Yesey  St.      $2  ;  by  post,  $2.25. 

HUNDREDTH  CENTURY  PHILOSOPHY.  By  Charles  K.  Wheeler.  Publis  el 
by  James  K.  Most  Co.,  Boston.     Cloth,  $1.00. 

DISCOVERY  OF  A  LOST  TRAIL.      i]y  Charles  B.  Newcomb.     Lee  &  Shepard, 

Boston.      Fioards,  $1.50. 
THE   KINGDOM  OF  LOVE.       By  Henry   Frank.      R.  F.  Fenno  &  Co.,    18  East 

Se\entee;ith  St..  New  York.     Cloth,  $1. 
THE  BUILDING  OF  THE   BIBLE,   by  F.J.  Gould,  third    and    revised   edition, 

34  pp.  and  cover,  price  12c.,  is  a  very  handy  little  pamphlet,  and  should  meet  a 

large  sale. 
A  TRIP  TO   ROME.    By  Dr.  J.  B.  Wilson,  M.D.,  President  National  Liberal  Party, 

.Associate  Delegate   to   the    First  International  Freethought  Congress   at   Rome, 

September,  1904.      Lexington,    Ky.  :    J.  E.  Hughes,   Publisher.       Demy  8vo.,  353 

pages,  cloth  bound,  $1.25,  post  paid. 

A  SHORT  HISTORY  OF  FREETHOUGHT,  ANCIENT  AND  MODERN. 
By  John  M.  Robertson.  Two  volumes,  demy  8vo.,  cloth,  by  post  in  Canada,  $7. 
Watts  &  Co.,  London. 

The  most  valuable  record  of  Freethought  progress  yet  published. 

REPORT  OF  THE  INTERNATIONAL  FREETHOUGHT  CONCiRESS  held 
at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  October  15-20,  1904.  Published  by  the  Truth  Sicker  Co.,  62 
V^esey  St.,  New  York.  Copies  to  be  had,  price  50  cts  ,  l-y  addressing  Mr.  E.  C. 
Reichwald,  secretary,  141  South  Water  St.,  Chicago,  III. 

IIAECKEL'S  LAST  WORDS  ON  EVOLUTION.  A  Popular  Retrospect  and 
Summary.  By  Ernst  Haeckel,  of  Jena  University.  Translated  from  the  Second 
Edition  by  Joseph  McCabe.  With  three  plates  and  Haeckel's  latest  Portrait. 
Royal  Svo,  cloth,  $1.75.       London  :   A   Owen  &  Co.,   28  Regent  .Street. 

An  American  edition  of  the  "  Last  Worrls"  has  been  publi.shed  bv  Peter 
Eekler,  of  New  York,  handsonif-ly  printed  in  large  type,  good  piiper  and 
binding,  portrait  and   illustrations  as  in  the  original,  price  $1. 
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*  "  There  can  be  no  freedom    in  a  country  m  which    exists   an      * 

^      oraer^or   men  clothed  with    authority  to    define  what  man  must      ^ 
^      believe.   — \'oltaire.  ^ 

if;  » 

THE  PITIFUL  CHRISTIAN   RELIGION. 


BV    GEORGE    ALLEX    WHITE. 

:o: 

III. 


The  relig-ion  of  Christendom  is  one  of  the  attempts  made  by 
men  to  explain  things.  Explanations  are  always  changing. 
The  Egyptian  and  Babylonian  theories  are  buried  in  the 
sands.  Christianity  found  Jove  exalted  on  a  pinnacle,  but 
where  is  Jove  now  ?  Catholicism  appeared  and  is  on  the 
wane.  Protestantism  showed  its  head  ;  but  what  would  Calvin 
and  Edwards  think  of  the  beliefs  of  the  present  ?  Evolution 
does  not  stop  with  us.  We  have  not  reached  the  finality  of 
thought.  The  prevalent  religious  ideas  of  this  first  decade  of 
the  twentieth  century  will  seem  as  crude  to  future  generations 
a.s  the  creeds  of  a  long  dead  past  seem  now.  The  flat  earth 
of  Genesis  has  gone.  The  metallic  firmament  of  Moses 
resounds  no  more  across  the  heavens.  The  Up  and  Doiim 
of  the  ancient  Jews  are  swallowed  in  the  mysterious  abysms 
of  space. 

No  longer  are  we  the  centre  of  the  universe.  The  stars 
are  more  than  an  "also  ran."  Jacob's  ladder  cannot  reach 
the  grandiose  Jehovistic  monstrosity  of  the  skies.  "On, 
on  for  ever  !  "  is  the  watchword.     The  emancipation  of  mind 
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goes  militantly  forward,  and  the  mag-nificent  tread  of  the 
millenniums  will  never  stop  until  every  man  that  breathes  on 
earth  shall  chant  the  blessed  chorus  of  the  free. 

"  All  things  are  dissolved  to  their  centre  by  their  cause,  and 
in  the  universal  miracle  petty  and  particular  miracles  disap- 
pear. This  is  and  must  be.  If,  therefore,  a  man  claims  to 
know  and  speak  of  God  and  carries  you  backward  to  the 
phraseology  of  some  old  mouldered  nation  in  another  country, 
in  another  world,  believe  him  not.  Is  the  acorn  better  than 
the  oak  which  is  its  fullness  and  completion  ?  Is  the  parent 
better  than  the  child  into  whom  he  has  cast  his  renewed  being  ? 
Whence  then  this  worship  of  the  past?  The  centuries  are 
conspirators  against  the  sanctity  and  majesty  of  the  soul  " 
[Emerson^   "  Essay  on  Self-Reliance"). 

t 
"The  Sphyiix  sits  e\t'i'  by  the  stream  of  Life, 

Even  us  he  sits  amid  the  P3'ramids 

Within  the  narrow  valley  of  the  Nile. 

We  question  ever  :   What  is  Life  and  Death  ? 

Who  put  us  here?  What  keeps  us?  To  what  end  ? 

These  (juestions  ask  we,  and  no  answers  come. 

Man  builds  his  creeds  ;  and  each  creed  disagrees 

With  all  the  rest  ;  the  old  ones  fade  away, 

And  new  ones  come  instead  ;  creed  follows  creed, 

Till  in  the  endless  ma/.e  we  grow  confused 

And  turn  an<l  face  again  the  silent  Sphynx." 

— Arthur  Edyerton. 

I  am  anathema — true.      So  let  it  be. 

One  principal  reason  is  that  the  followers  of  this  religion  of 
love  and  unselfishness  arc  more  selfish  than  any  others.  Man 
wants  to  live  forever.  In  his  morbid  selfishness  he  is  willing 
that  worlds  should  vanish,  that  universes  should  travail  and 
expire,  that  all  the  animal  kingdom  should  descend  into  the 
Cimmerian  blackness  of  death— if^only  He,  He  Himself,  may 
continue  his  egotism  and  his  egoism  in  another  world.  Ah  ! 
that  is  the  secret  of  it.  They  who  do  the  anathematizing, 
they  who  promulgate  the  religion  of  love,  are  lovable  only  just 
so  long  as  they  are  bribed  to  be.  They  cannot  afford  to  show 
love  toward  anyone  who  attacks  the  credibility  of  the  very 
paradisaical  bribe-basis  upon  which  whatever  bought  love  they 
deign  to 'exhibit  is  founded  ;  and,  venal  almost  beyond  belief, 
they  cling  against  reason  and  evidence  to  that  quintessence  of 
selfishness,  a  personal  life  beyond  the  grave.  They  get  up  a 
pretence  of  love— but  only  for  pay. 
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Wherever  in  this  world  the  enormous  Bribe  offered  by  a 
popular  religion  is  called  in  question,  the  guilty  one  becomes 
the  butt  oi  hatred  and  malice  on  the  part  of  relig'iously  glozed- 
over  mercenaries.  The  anathema  maranatha  fulminates  mildly 
in  India,  for  instance,  against  the  Christian  and  against  an\ 
one  else  who  assails  the  bona  fide  nature  of  the  Buddhistic 
bribe.  In  China,  in  the  lesser  countries  of  Asia,  throughout 
almost  the  entire  world,  whoever  attempts  to  give  a  sincere 
and  rational  view  of  the  cosmos  and  thereby  imperils  the  great 
post  inorteni  fruition  of  incarnate  human  selfishness  is  ostra- 
cised and  damned  with  loathing  unutterable.  Be  a  Christian 
in  Christian  lands.  Bea  Mohammedan  in  Mohammedan  lands. 
Be  a  Hindu  in  Hindu  lands.  Be  as  ignorantly  contented  as 
everyone  else.  Be  to  all  intent  a  low  prostitute,  stuffed  with 
the  material  sweets  of  this  life  and  expectant  of  spiritual  sweets 
in  another.  But  do  not  show  a  glimmer  of  intelligence.  If 
you  do,  it  will  be  the  worse  for  you.  If  you  do,  your  name 
will  reek  with  the  curses  of  illiterate  witlings. 

Those  who  have  shown  forth  the  spirit  by  which  progress 
has  been  made  possible  have  not  been  afraid  to  be  under  the 
ban.  Bruno  and  Galileo  and  Copernicus  and  Kepler  and 
Voltaire  and  Paine  are  shining  lights  in  that  grand  galaxy  of 
the  historic  dead  who  in  every  generation  have  faced,  along 
with  followers  of  inferior  attainments,  the  pitiful  rage  of 
Ignorance  in  order  that  this  race  might  enter  into  a  larger 
and  fuller  life.  Bring  on  your  anathemas,  hurl  your  insensate 
thunderbolts.  The  march  of  the  ages  laughs  at  your  threats, 
and  the  great  cosmic  automaton  moves  ever  serenely  and 
grandly  on.  The  shame  we  feel  for  the  persecutors  of  Right 
in  the  centuries  that  have  gone  is  like  that  which  will  well  up 
in  the  consciousness  of  the  future  toward  the  blindness  and 
fatuity  of  to-day.  Shades  of  Torquemada,  of  Calvin,  of 
Edwards,  of  Mather  !  the  intolerance  you  bequeathed  is  fading 
away  into  the  Oblivions  that  never  wake — into  the  engulfing 
fastnesses  of  that  Time  which  speaks  not. 

"What  then  is  worth  being  valued  ?  To  be  received  with 
clapping  of  hands  ?  No.  Neither  must  we  value  the  clapping 
of  tongues  ;  for  the  praise  which  comes   from  the   many  is  a 

clapping  of  tongues I   have  often  wondered  how  it  is 

that  everv  man  loves  himself  more  than  all  the  rest  of  men, 
but  yet  sets  less  value  on  his  own  opinion  of  himself  than  on 
the  opinion  of  others  "  {^Marcns  Aitrelius). 
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"  If  1  were  a  voungf  man  I  should  allv  myself  with  some 
high  and  at  present  unpopular  cause,  and  devote  my  every 
effort  to  accomplishing-  its  success"  {Whittie?'). 

Would  that  the  tortuous  fluxions  of  the  eons  might  finally 
deal  with  every  sentient  thing  on  the  scale  of  justice.  Would 
that  there  might  in  truth  be  the  glorious  coming  of  an  ideal 
day.      Does  anyone  wish  otherwise?      If  so,  who? 

Everyone  hopes  that  good  may  evolve — somewhere,  some- 
how. Everyone  can  hope.  But  that  is  all.  If  there  were  to 
be  an  individual  future  for  all,  no  feature  of  it  would  for  a 
time  be  more  pronounced  than  the  amazement  of  the  fanatics 
of  this  earth  at  finding  their  creeds  to  be  naught  but  petty, 
immoral,  unworthy  insults  to  the  stupendous  Power  behind 
the  Veil. 

We  are  anathema. 

Be  it  so.  Hold  to  your  mterpretations  and  we  will  hold  to 
ours.  And  may  the  infinite  ages,  that  press  and  surg-e  with 
resistless  sweep,  bring  someday  ?.  far-off  glory  upon  the  vasty 
silences — an  amaranthine  dawning  oi  some  Valhalla  beyond 
what  has  ever  been  dreamed  of  in  all  the  mystic  and  everlasting 
past.  In  the  presence  of  endless  space  and  endless  time,  oi 
endless  rhythm  and  endless  life,  the  drooping  m'ind.  cannot  but 
sigh,  "  Take  me,  Great  Power,  to  Thee — take  me  to  Thee." 


THE  BIBLE  AS  AN  AUTHORITY. 


BY  J.    \V.    B. 

:o: 


Is  the  Bible  worthy  of  stud\-  to  anyone  who  has  the  common 
sense  to  reject  its  absurd  and  unscientific  teaching  ?  Yes! — 
so  long  as  people  are  worth  convincing  and  so  long  as  error 
is  worth  undermining  and  overthrowing.  The  only  way  to 
meet  ignorance  and  theological  sophistry  is  to  be  well  posted. 
Is  the  Bible  worth  studying  from  any  other  point  of  view? 
Some  have  regarded  it  as  a  repository  of  historical  and  ethno- 
logical information,  but  a  careful  study  and  comparison  of  the 
facts  would  show  that  these  have  to  be  accepted  with  the 
greatest  reservation.  Note  the  genealogies  furnished  in  a 
number  o^  places  with  such  commendable  minuteness.  There 
is  reason  to  believe,  also,  that  a  great  many  other  facts  of  a 
historical    or  ethnological    nature  are  distorted  and   in  many 
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instances  false  and  misleading-.  The  book  of  Daniel  bristles 
with  such  misstatements.  It  is  amusing- in  this  connection  to 
note  with  what  childlike  eag-erness  and  simplicity  the  defenders 
of  the  Bible  point  to  isolated  instances  of  its  agfreement  with 
the  facts  of  history  as  obtained  from  archasolog^ical  and  other 
sources.  There  are  a  g^reat  many  instances,  also,  which  lead 
one  to  believe  that  the  records,  if  not  absolute  forgeries,  have 
been  so  overhauled  and  revised  by  priestcraft  in  various  cen- 
turies as  to  seriously  affect  their  reliability  as  history  or 
ethnology.  Among-  the  evidences  of  priestcraft  are  the 
"  chosen  people  "  fabrications  running  all  throug'h  the  book 
from  Genesis  to  the  end.  The  Old  Testament,  in  fact,  is 
steeped  in  priestcraft.  Abel's  sacrifice  was  accepted  and  Cain's 
rejected,  not  because  Abel's  action  was  an}-  better  than  Cain's 
from  a  moral  standpoint,  but  because  the  priesthood  wished 
the  people  to  bring  the  fruits  of  the  flock  and  not  of  the  field, 
as  the  former  were  more  valuable,  more  easily  handled,  and 
more  readily  convertible  into  money,  and  so  on  with  the  other 
balderdash  taught  in  the  earlier  books  of  the  Old  Testament. 
About  the  only  value  these  have,  in  fact,  is  to  give  a  fairly 
accurate  idea  of  Jewish  ceremonial  at  a  comparatively  early 
date.  It  may  be  said,  also,  that  the  Psalms  and  certain  other 
books  of  the  Old  Testament  furnish  us  with  an  example  of 
Jewish  poetry,  but  of  what  period  it  is  impossible  to  state,  as 
even  scholars  are  divided  in  opinion  as  to  the  authorship  and 
date  to  be  ascribed  to  many  of  these. 

A  word  or  two  as  to  the  qualifications  for  Bible  stud}-.  No 
doubt  the  way  of  the  scholar  versed  in  Hebrew,  Syriac,  Ara- 
maic, Greek  and  other  ancient  languages  is  both  interesting 
and  pleasant,  but  the  average  reader  has  no  time  to  study 
ancient  languages  and  is  quite  content  to  leave  this  to  the 
scholar.  A  great  deal  of  controversy  has  raged  around  the 
various  renderings  of  the  text  and  probably  always  will,  but 
sufficient  is  left,  after  these  debatable  passages  are  excluded, 
to  bring  the  Bible  to  the  test  of  common-sense  and  scientific 
reasoning.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  we  believe  that  if  there  is  any 
choice  to  be  made,  the  student  of  natural  science,  or  even  the 
person  who  keeps  abreast  of  scientific  knowledge  in  a  general 
way,  is  at  an  advantage.  Why  is  it  that  so  many  preachers, 
college  professors,  professors  of  Semitic  languages,  etc., 
arrive  at  such  absurd  conclusions  ?  Is  it  not  because  they  get 
too  narrow    a    view  of   things  as  a   result    of  their  one-sided 
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theological  and  lin§;uistic  education  ?  If  it  were  possible  to 
give  these  men  a  good  grounding  in  natural  science  we  believe 
that  a  change  would  soon  be  noted.  The  real  "  word  of  God," 
which  includes  scientific  knowledge  of  every  kind,  would  not 
then  be  put  into  the  shade  by  such  an  absurd  and  childish 
substitute.  An  amusing  instance  of  the  vagaries  of  scholar- 
ship was  recently  given  by  a  learned  professor  from  Princeton 
University,  whose  services  were  secured  by  the  Bible  Society 
of  Toronto.  The  subject  under  discussion  was  the  book  of 
Daniel.  It  was  announced  that  the  professor  had  something 
"  new "  to  tell  the  audience.  The  "new"  material  was  in 
connection  with  the  discovery  of  a  number  of  papyri,  which 
the  professor  claimed  established  the  date  of  the  book  to  be 
that  generally  ascribed  to  it  by  the  orthodox,  viz.,  between 
500  and  400  B.C.  As  to  the  tremendous  cock-and-bull  stories 
found  all  through  the  book,  the  professor  stated  that  he  had 
never  had  any  difficulties  with  these,  as  he  had  always  enter- 
tained such  a  high  opinion  of  the  power  of  God.  The  great 
miracles  of  the  creation  and  the  redemption,  as  outlined  in  the 
Bible,  were  so  great  that  none  of  the  other  miracles  presented 
any  difficulty.  In  other  words,  the  professor's  swallowing 
capacity  and  gullibility  had  been  so  greatly  enlarged  by  the 
greater  absurdities,  that  he  was  able  to  negotiate  any  of  the 
lesser  absurdities  with  ease. 


AND  WHO  SHALL   SAY   THAT   THEY   ARE 

WRONG  ? 

BY    A.     CORN,     SR.,     STRATFORD. 

"A  READER'S  DOUBTS. 

"  (To  the  Editor  of  the  Witness.) 

*'  Sir, — The  account  in  Saturday's  Witnesft  of  the  terrible  famine  in 
China,  and  the  sijj;-ht  of  the  pitiful  objects  in  the  illustrations,  made  me 
mad.  I've  been  jumpinj^  mad  ever  since.  Thii  first  black-coated  humbuj^, 
with  the  embryo  brain  characteristic  of  the  pre^lacial  period,  who  comes 
along^  and  tells  me  that  there  is  an  omnipotent,  merciful,  and  lovini^;" 
creator  and  father,  sittin*,--  up  aloft,  and  looking-  down  complacently  on 
millions  of  these  poor  Chinese  people,  as  they  slowly  famish  to  death,  I'll 
g-et  arrested  and  sent  to  Verdun,  where  he  belong^s.  There  he  can  g^o  on 
squaring-  the  circle,  demonstrating-  that  black  is  white,  and  provingf  that 
two  and  two  make  five,  six  or  seven,  according^  to  the  exig-encies  of  his 
text — assured    of    cong-enial     companionship    and    appreciative    listeners. 
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Loving-  fathers  do  not  consciously  arrange  things  so  that  their  beloved 
children  shall  be  certain  of  a  life  of  suffering  and  a  horrible  death.  This 
Mumbo  Jumbo  business  of  God's  inscrutable  will,  chastening  in  love,  and 
other  pious  mysteries,  do  not  go  any  more,  they  are  played  out.  The 
world  do  move,  and  the  sooner  these  mediaeval  blackbeetles  get  on  to  that 
vital  fact  the  better.  "George  Watson. 

*'  245  Clarke  St.,  Montreal  Annex. 


*'NoTE. — This  writer  faces  the  same  perplexity  which  puzzled  Job 
thousands  of  years  ago.  That  greatest  of  poems,  of  which  he  is  the  hero, 
maintains,  as  one  has  put  it,  '  that  the  honest  recognition  of  difficulties 
is  more  helpful  to  religion  and  more  pleasing  to  God  than  the  repetition  of 
theological  conventions.  Ye  have  not  spoken  concerning  my  servant  Job 
the  thing  that  is  right.'  But  Job  was  not  irreverent,  nor  did  he,  for  all  his 
distress  in  the  presence  of  moral  mysteries,  lose  faith  in  the  goodness  of 
God.  One  almost  in  our  own  time,  who  faced  the  spectres  of  the  mind 
and  laid  them,  tried  to  contemplate  where  such  a  loss  of  faith  would  leave 
man — man 

"  '  Who  trusted  God  was  love  indeed, 
And  love  Creation's  final  law, 
Though  Nature,  red  in  tooth  and  claw, 
Witli  ravine,  shrieked  against  his  creed.' 

It  would  leave  this  green  earth  but  a  burnt-out  desolation  to  his  hungry 
soul,  from  which  he  will  never  be  delivered  by  irreverent  mockery.  The 
generations  which  inherited  the  primitive  idea  of  a  god  of  wrath  and  those 
who  saw  in  him  chiefly  a  god  of  judgment,  sweeping  away  the  wicked 
when  the  cup  of  their  iniquities  was  full,  had  no  difficulty  about  such  phe- 
nomena as  those  he  resents.  Now  that  the  doctrine  of  a  loving  Father, 
sending  his  blessings  upon  the  evil  and  the  good,  and  kind  unto  the 
unthankful  and  to  the  evil,  is  the  prevalent  sentiment,  the  question  ob- 
trudes itself,  why  then  so  much  suffering.  We  do  not  know  that  it  can  be 
satisfactorily  solved  ;  but  we  know  what  our  own  highest  ideals  are,  and 
we  cannot  think  of  God  as  less  good  than  those  very  highest  ideals." 

Not  only  at  the  present  time,  but  for  ages  past,  has  the  world  witnessed 
famine  after  famine,  pestilence  and  death,  and  in  every  case  it  has  been 
set  down  to  an  omnipotent,  merciful  and  loving  Creator  and  Father, 
sitting  up  aloft  and  viewing  complacently  the  ravages  of  famine,  that  kills 
millions  upon  millions  by  slow  starvation  ;  the  poor  unfortunate  children 
nursing  at  a  mother's  breast  that  gives  no  nourishment ;  pestilence, 
taking  off  its  millions,  and  war — and  intelligent  people  are  asked  to  believe 
that  this  is  all  the  inscrutable  will  of  a  divine  providence  !  Was  there  ever 
more  heathenish  blasphemy  ever  uttered  ? 

While  we  think  we  may  know  in  a  great  many  cases  the  causes  that 
bring  about  innumerable  famines,  such  as  the  failure  of  crops  and  increase 
of  population  in  lands  where  the  breadstuffs  and  the  other  necessaries  of 
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life  seemingly  decrease  in  volume,  while  increasing  in  price,  yet  the  wisdom 
of  even  the  twentieth  century  is  puzzled  to  know  the  primary  causes  of 
these  awful  effects  in  famine  and  pestilence.  It  is  all  a  puzzle,  which  no 
sane  man  has  ever  nor  will  ever  successfully  solve.  It  goes  to  prove  that 
all  knowledge  has  its  limits.  Solomon,  with  all  his  wonderful  knowledge, 
:idmitted  that  "  there  he  three  things  which  are  too  wonderful  for  me,  yea, 
four  which  I  know  not  :  the  way  of  an  eagle  in  the  air  ;  the  way  of  a 
serpent  upon  the  rock  ;  the  way  of  a  ship  in  the  midst  of  the  sea,  and  the 
way  of  a  man  with  a  maid." 

In  a  practical  age  like  this,  when  the  thinkers  of  each  succeeding  gene- 
ration become  more  unified  in  respect  to  all  things  having  some  semblance 
to  common  sense,  one  can  only  understand  the  literary  tergiversation  of 
the  able  editor  of  the  Witness  as  leading  to  no  other  conclusion  than  that 
he  fails  to  grasp  the  true  significance  of  the  question,  and  if  he  does,  his 
evasive  note  about  "the  honest  recognition  of  difiiculties  being  more 
helpful  to  religion  and  more  pleasing  to  God  than  the  repetition  of  theo- 
logical conventions,"  is  only  on  a  par  with  the  rest  of  the  mediaeval  black 
beetles'  hypothesis  when  floored  in  rational  argument. 

He  talks  about  "irreverent  mockery;"  and  "the  dificulty  of  our 
correspondent,  which  is  in  some  sense  a  fresh  one."  When  a  man  asks  a 
plain,  common-sense  question,  we  cannot  see  why  it  should  be  designated 
as  "irreverent  mockery."  The  only  class  that  would  think  of  calling  it 
such,  are  these  self-same,  self-satisfied  black  beetles,  who  think  that  they 
have  fulfilled  their  duty  to  mankind  when  Sunday  after  Sunday  they  read 
passages  from  the  history  of  the  Jews  and  give  the  interpretation  thereof 
that  the  various  churches  teach  them  to  give.  The  idea  of  giving  a 
common  sense  view  is  in  many  cases  as  repugnant  to  them  as  it  is  to  the 
doctrines  of  these  various  bodies. 

As  to  the  idea  being  "a  new  one,"  no  doubt  it  is  to  a  goodly  majority 
of  those  people  reared  in  the  atmosphere  of  religious  mysticism  ;  but  we 
can  assure  the  editor  of  the  Witness,  who  finally  admits  that  "we  do  not 
know  that  it  can  be  satisfactorily  solved,"  that  there  are  tens  of  thousands 
— aye,  millions  of  human  beings  in  the  world  who  aVe  every  day  solving  it 
for  themselves.      And  who  shall  say  that  they  are  wrong? 

Speech  is  Silver  ;  Silence  is  Gold  ;  but  to  say  first  one  thing  and  then 
another  is  Britannia  metal. — Prince  Bismarck.  He  might  have  added  with 
equal  tr\ith  that  to  say  one  thing  all  the  time  and  mean  another  is  German 
silver. 


Arthur-  Short  is  an  old  Toronto  citi/en.  He  is  an  old  jail-bird,  but  is  long 
on  religi<m,  and  spends  one-half  of  his  time  in  jail  and  the  other  half  ii» 
peddling  Bible  mottoes. 
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PENTECOSTAL  COMMENTS. 

We — that  is,  I — am  not  clear  as  to  the  meaning-  of  the  term  Pentecost. 
Whether  it  applied  to  or  was  derived  from  somethings  relating  to  astro- 
nomy, g-eog-raphy,  or  meteorolog-y,  it  now,  at  least,  and  for  the  few  years 
back  to  the  champion  maj^ician  of  rods  and  snakes,  marks  the  anniversary 
of  the  time  when  his  lordship  the  Holy  Ghost  sat  on  the  twelve  apostles. 
What  possibilities  to  the  world  in  general  and  to  the  literature  of  to-day, 
had  he  sat  upon  them  with  sufficient  force  to  suppress  them  permanently  ! 
But  it  was  not  to  be  ;  the  only  effect  was  to  start  them  talking  in  other 
tongues  than  their  own  ;  not  so  remarkable  a  feat  when  we  reflect  that  the 
same  scene  is  witnessed  every  time  the  Toronto  City  Council  holds  a 
session. 

As  to  the  meaning  of  the  word  at  the  present  time,  little  can  be  deter- 
mined, but  some  claim  that,  as  it  dates  after  the  close  of  Lent,  it  may  re- 
late to  the  cost  in  morals  and  general  self-respect  as  the  result  of  the 
natural  tendencies  of  the  human  mind  and  body  b?ing  pent  in  during  Lent 
and  then  suddenly  released.  Most  of  us  know  how  a  puppy  that  has  been 
chained  up  for  worrying  the  hens  will  behave  when  turned  loose  again. 
Some  of  us  also  know  what  generally  happens  when  a  "  swear  off"  for 
forty  days  has  been  strictly  maintained,  and  to  those  of  us  who  have  not 
experienced  the  mental  and  physical  relaxation,  our  advice  is, — don  t. 
Swear  not  at  all — that  is — eh — there  may  be  occasions,  such  as  searching 
for  a  collar-button,  adjusting  pipes  on  a  hot  stove,  barking  a  shin  on  the 
coal  scuttle  at  one  a.m.,  etc.,  when  extra  unjudicial  oaths  of  modern  build 
and  uttered  with  vehemence  might  prove  valuable  as  antidotes,  but 
swear  (off)  not  at  all.  Live  so  that  you  won't  have  to,  for  'tis  better  to 
live  with  a  brawling  woman  in  a  wide  house,  than  to  return  to  said  house 
to  be  brawled  at  more,  and  to  feel  that  the  remarks  of  said  woman  were 
not  wholly  without  reason. 

These  remarks  are  only  suggestions,  and,  though  inspired,  are  not  given 
with  authority,  for  every  man  must  in  some  things  be  a  law  unto  himself, 
and  the  woman  shall  be  a  law  unto  both.  A  friend  that,  though  dead,  yet 
speaketh,  said  : ! 

"  Indeed,  indeed,  repentance  oft  before 
I  swore,  but  was  I  sober  when  I  swore  ? 
And  then,  and  then  came  Spring,  and  rose  in  hand. 
My  threadbare  penitence  a-pieces  tore." 
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It  sounds  very  nice,  and  there  is  an  air  of  candor  about  it  that  is  convincing:, 
also  it  would  suit  our  Methodist,  or  other  big-ol  brother,  who  holds  to 
the  speciv-)us  contention  that  were  there  no  eval  there  could  be  no  g"ood, 
but  we  like  better  the  statement  of  an  Eng-lis'h  i^entleman  of  the  old  school: 
"  Let  vour  rule  in  life  be.  Never  retract  and  never  apologize,"  and  when 
asked  the  position  of  one  who  had  given  offence,  he  replied  : 

"  Then  see  to  it  tha-t  you  ^^-ive  no  offence,  unless  duty  requires  it." 
But  our  old  friend  dead  but  speaking-  pitches  another  note  : 

"  But  this  I  know,  whether  the  One  True  Light 
Kindle  to  love,  or  wrath  consume  me  quite, 
One  single  flash  within  the  tavern  caught 
Better  than  in  the  temple  lost  outright." 

No  doubt  of  it,  but  how  much  of  the  true  ligfht  may  we  expect  to  find  in 
either  place?  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  priest  in  the  tempi©,  cif  the  triple 
god  is  as  much  moved  by  love  of  the  Lig-ht  and  of  his  fellow-man  as  is  the 
priest  of  Bacchus  who  ministers  the  spirit,  and  invokes  our  trust  in  it,  but 
what  of  the  Lig^ht  ?  Both  are  equally  interested  in  the  material  welfare  of 
Man,  or  the  men  who  worship  in  their  temples,  because  if  we  cannot  secure 
the  Blessing- from  thej-inwai-y,  how  are  they  to  secure  their  share  from  us? 
In  their  methods  of  throwing  lig-ht  on  the  truth,  they  differ  only  in  details  ; 
in  either  case  the  High  Priest  offers  you  the  Spirit  freely — if  you  pay  for  it, 
in  which  case  you  are  not  seriously  blamed  for  not  partaking-.  In  one 
temple  he  speaks  with  tongues  and  you  are  forbidden  to  reply  ;  indeed  the 
mandate  is  scarce  necessary,  as  reason  and  logic  are  barred  as  uncanonical. 
In  the  other  temple  you  are  encouraged  to  speak  with  tongues— the  priest 
iv  busy  with  the  beer  pumps  and  the  cash  register— but  reason  and  logic 
are  not  barred  as  they  have  never  been  known  to  be  resorted  to  in  this 
latter  temple.     The  cause  will  be  apparent  to  some. 

Our  observations  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  if  you  would  prosper  in  the 
name  of  Mammon,  worship  in  the  temple  of  the  triple  god,  your  only  loss 
being  your  self-respect  :  if  you  would  not  prosper  in  the  name  aforesaid, 
worship  in  the  temple  of  Bacchus  ;  in  either  case  yours  will  be  the  experi- 
ence of  the  lost  traveller  in  Hibernian  bogs — which  ever  road  you  take  you 
will  later  wish  that  you  had  taken  the  other. 

But  Time  flies  and  we  are  reminded  that  the  skating  is  past,  the  winter 
is  ended  and  we  are  not  moved. 

THE  MOVING    TIME   IS   HERE. 

What  means  it  ?  Nothing  overmuch  :  only  the  local  lord  of  the  earth 
won't  make  repairs,  or  wants  a  raise  of  $2  per  month  for  the  right  to — Life  ? 
Bless  you,  no  :  only  the  right  to  live — here.  They  are  all  a  Liberal 
people  and  are  also  DemocratiCv  and   recognize  the  right  of  the  individual 
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to  Life,  Liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  Happiness,  but — "  Dam  it,  man,  you 
had  the  same  chance  that  I  had  :  I  made  good  and  you  did  not.  You  are 
not  a  property  holder,  the  taxes  all  fall  on  US.  If  you  can't  make  repairs 
for  what  you  have  had  the  use  of,  somebody  else  will  take  it  and  you  can 
go  to — tchere  you  please  but  uof  here/' 

Thus  say  the  lords  of  the  earth.  Thus  say  the  only  ones  whose  words 
have  weig"ht,  for  are  they  not  the  salt  of  the  earth,  and  with  them  is 
wisdom,  and  knowledge,  and  bonds,  and  debentures,  and  mortgages. 

Know  you  what  are  bonds?  Were  they  on  your  limbs  you  would  know, 
but  when  they  are  only  on  your  labor  and  that  of  your  children,  and  of  their 
children  to  countless  generations,  yoj  kiow  little  and  care  less.  S.-)  ?  We 
would  have  no  security  for  capital  with  oat  bonds?  Depends  on  the  kind 
of  bond  ;  the  bond  of  the  community  that  the  individual  will  be  protected 
in  every  right  and  against  all  oppression  is  all  the  security  that  is  required 
for  the  public  good.  A  public  bond  given  to  John  Smith  securing  his  right 
to  get  a  dollar  later  for  loc.  worth  of  work  done  now  is  not  a  good  bond 
nor  a  necessary  one.  We  could  not  build  a  railway  or  other  public  work 
without  bonds?  Eh?  This  man  with  the  shovel  could  cultivate  crops 
without  a  bond  to  aid  him  ;  how  then  can  we  say  that  he  cannot  load  dirt 
on  a  flat  car  or  spike  down  rails  on  ties  without  the  aid  of  bonds  ?  So  we 
must  have  bonds  and  debentures  and  mortgages,  or  the  country  cannot  be 
developed  ?  If  times  are  normal,  how  long  does  it  take  for  the  earth  user 
to  pay  the  earth  owner  for  the  right  to  till  ?  If  he  pays  rent  for  25  years 
how  much  is  he  required  to  pay  further  ?  Is  the  rent  debt  ever  paid  in  full  ? 
Oho  !  he  has  the  same  right  and  chance  as  everybody  else  to  become  a 
landlord  or  an  owner  of  dividend-bearing  bonds.  Gloria  in  excelsis  Deo  ! 
Peace  on  earth,  good  will  to  men  !  !  The  same  right  to  try  to  keep  his 
head  above  others,  like  Carlyle's  pitcher  of  snakes.  The  same  chance  to 
struggle  as  has  a  cur  among  other  hungry  dogs  for  a  bone.  No.  I  am 
not  an  anarchist  ;  I  am  aga-nst  anarchy  and  would  have  it  cease  to  be.  Do 
we  not  dwell  in  a  state  of  anarchy  if  we  only  pretend  to  obey  the  law  of 
equity?  Is  it  not  a  state  of  anarchy  when  every  man  must  lie  to  his 
neighbor  or  be  unsuccessful  in  trade?  Is  it  not  anarchy  that  abounds 
when  natural  law  is  violated  and  the  only  law  that  seems  called  for  is  to 
keep  the  tramp  moving,  for  which  a  few  constables  are  necessary  ? 

Now,  you,  the  swine-jowled  publican,  or  you,  the  soft-handed,  sleek- 
coated,  platitude-preaching  parson,  what  are  you  doing  that  anarchy  cease 
from  among  us?  You  also,  the  most  blameworthy  of  all,  because  of  your 
knowledge  and  opportunities,  you  who  write  M.P.  after  your  name,  what 
is  your  share  of  the  work  to  bring  about  law  and  order?  We  do  verily 
believe  that  you  would  not  steal  a  timber-berth  or  sell  your  vote  and 
influence  to  a  contractor — were  the  matter  likely  to  be  known.    When  you 
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are  not  permittinij;  yourself  to  be  lobbied,  or  are  not  saying-  in  Parliament 
what  you  do  not  believ^e,  what  do  you,  and  where?  Is  it  not  true  that  you 
may  be  found  indulg^ing-  in  inferior  wine  in  the  company  of  worse  women? 
What,  ease-loving,  pious,  p.ayerful  parson,  can  you  do  to  bring-  order 
out  of  chaos,  or  what  will  you  attempt  ?  Even  now  you  shake  the  hand  oi' 
the  shabby-genteel  with  condescension  and  yawn  behind  your  hand  while 
the  poor  and  unattractive  widow  relates  her  tale  of  woe,  for  why  should 
your  sensitive  soul  be  harrowed  thus  just  when  you  were  about  to  call  on 
Lady  Largess  ?  So  you  give  alms  to  garrulous  and  faded  poverty,  and 
resolve  that  you  will  find  her  some  work  so  far  from  the  manse  that  she 
can't  find  time  to  come  back.  Having  so  resolved,  you  grasp  your  gloves 
daintily  and  swing  your  ivory-headed  cane  with  light  abandon. 

Of  the  three  who  are  suppos*d  by  the  nature  of  their  calling  to  niinister 
to  the  needs  of  their  fellows  in  a  collective  manner,  he  of  the  swine  jowl  is 
the  only  one  who  does  his  work.  He  only  can  be  depended  on.  He  speaks 
no  oily  or  sleek  words  ;  no  pretence  in  him  that  he  would  guide  you  heaven- 
ward or  make  laws  for  your  guidance  in  a  spirit  of  patriotisni.  He  will 
minister  to  you  and  guide  you,  for  his  own  good  pleasure,  but  it  won't  be 
to  a  region  of  light,  snow  white  robes  and  crowns  of  gold.  We  like  him 
in  a  way,  though  his  talk  is  of  dogs,  horses,  and  heavyweights,  to  the 
confusion  of  the  ignorant,  for,  though  his  jowl  befits  him  and  he  appears 
to  be  something  of  a  brute,  he  is  always  genuine,  and  we  know  him  for 
what  he  is.  His  heart  is  large,  while  his  stomach  is  larger.  He  bangs  the 
bottle  before  you,  and  slaps  down  your  change  with  the  air  of  one  much 
accustomed  to  it ;  and  when  your  gold  has  gone  to  his  melting-pot  and  you 
fail  to  find  silver  in  any  corner  of  your  clothes  wherewith  to  slake  your 
parched  tongue,  he  will  bid  you  to  the  regions  of  his  gods  with  much  vehe- 
mence. From  him  look  for  no*  betterment  of  the  body  politic,  as  from  his 
colleagues  you  may  in  your  verdancy  have  looked  ;  for  the  methods  by 
which  the  unwary  may  be  snared  are  different  with  each  member  of  the 
Trinity  whose  names  are  Publican,  Priest  and  Politician. 

But,  back  to  the  question  raised  before  :  Have  you  ever  moved  ?  The 
harvest  is  not  passed,  nor  the  siniimer  begun,  but — We  are  not  moved. 

Ho,  plutocrat  !  you  who  boss  the  elections,  who  have  graciously  given 
us  the  ballot  which  is  the  proof  of  your  patriotism  and  the  flag  of  our 
freedom — have  you  ever  moved  ?  Like  the  Canada  goose,  you  i^o  north 
in  June  and  south  in  November,  but  did  you  erer  enjoy  the  pleasures  of 
house-hunting?  Did  your  wife  ever  enjoy  having  to  stand  in  November 
slush  to  see  that  the  movers  did  not  knock  the  handles  off  her  chief  house- 
hold god — the  bureau  her  mother  gave  her  when  she  consented  to  join  you 
in  the  doubtful  venture  of  populating  the  earth  with  brats  who  would  later 
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pay  taxes,  and  rent  for  the  rig-ht  to  live?  Yours  was  never  the  joy  of 
being  able  to  conceal  from  g^aping^  neig'hbors  that  your  best  bedroom  suite 
was  only  elm,  and  you  have  never  been  brought  to  the  throne  of  grace, 
seeking  forgiveness  for  having  cursed  the  carter  for  breaking  the  stove. 
What  in  love  of  country  could  be  yours  or  your  children's  compared  with 
the  family  who  have  to  move  every  spring  or  stand  a  raise  of  rent  ?  The 
young  rnan  or  woman  who  has  to  leave  a  neighborhood  and  break  up  old 
associations  may  think  it  hard,  but  it  is  a  blessing  that  is  denied  to  you,  for 

"  Sweet  are  the  uses  of  adversity." 
But  such  is  life.  It  was  your  fate  that  you  should  have  to  stay  in  one 
place — till  you  wanted  to  move,  and  it  is  your  fate  that  yon  have  to  make 
laws,  and  find  capital  and  work  for — "  the  bone  and  sinew  of  our  land," 
you  call  them  at  the  opportune  time,  but  that  at  all  other  times  are  coarse, 
ungrateful  knaves  who  would  refuse  to  pay  rent  to  you  forever — if  they 
dared.  Yes,  damn  them,  I  agree  with  you  that  they  had  the  sarre  chance 
as  you  had  to  save  money  and  rise  to  be  a  lord  of  the  earth  by  industry 
and  thrift.  When  you  got  a  whole  township  of  good  land  as  the  price  of 
your  vote  on  a  certain  matter  they  could  have  done  the  same  in  this  land 
where  everybody  has  a  right  to  life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness, 
but  then,  in  that  case,  where  would  be  "  the  blessing  "  for  you  ?  Yes,  I 
know,  you  and  your  friends  do  for  the  dam  poor  wretches  all  that  is  to  be 
expected  of  you  :  you  give  them  soup  on  Sundays  in  February,  the  parson 
preaches,  takes  their  pence  and  points  them  to  heaven,  while  your  other 
friend,  the  publican,  listens  while  they  preach,  takes  their  pence,  and 
points  them  to — where  do  you  think  ? 


Book    Notices.  )^  ^ 

I  HAVE  recently  received  for  review  a  sort  of  prospectus  written  by  H.  M. 
Bernelot  Moens.  He  calls  the  child  "  Truth."  Its  foster  parents  are  A. 
Owen  &  Co.,  48  Regent  St.,  London,  Eng.  The  prodigy  can  be  had  for 
the  small  sum  of  one  shilling  net. 

There  may  be  a  few  people  in  this  world  who  are  willrng  to  separate 
themselves  from  this  small  sum  in  consideration  of  the  privilege  of  being 
told  how  the  author  intends  to  supply  what  scientists  have  long  sought 
without  success — The  Mittsing  Link.  Well,  that  is  certainly  a  novel  idea, 
to  say  the  least.  The  novelty  of  the  scheme  seems  to  have  appealed 
successfully   to    royalty,    as    the    author  gratefully    asknowledges    having 
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received  financial  support  from  no  less  than  three  royal  personag'es, 
namely,  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  the  Netherlands,  H.R.H.  Prince  of  the 
Netherlands,  Duke  of  Mechlenburg-,  and  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  Mother. 
However  interested  those  royal  persona^^es  may  be  in  the  advancement  of 
science,  I  cannot  see  how  Mr.  Moens  can  expect  to  receive  much  support 
f.-om  the  readers  of  his  publication,  as  I  must  confess  that  my  small 
abilities  do  not  enable  me  to  discover  where  any  useful  purpose  can  be 
served  by  the  production  of  a  cross  between  human  beings  and  g-orillas  or 
any  other  inferior  animals. 

As  I  have  already  intimated,  the  publication  is  a  mere  prospectus,  its 
purpose  being-  to  secure  donations  to  enable  the  author  to  pursue  his  inves- 
tigations. But,  unlike  most  promoters  who  issue  prospectuses,  Mr.  Moens 
fails  to  ho'd  out  any  glowing-  prospects  of  riches  to  be  gained  by  the  adop- 
tion of  his  scheme.  He  simply  says:  "Provide  the  money,  and  I  will 
provide — if  I  can — the  babies."  Well,  Mr.  Moens,  I  don't  want  your 
babies,  and  would  not  even  if  they  were  your  oivri,  no  matter  what  their 
mothers  might  be.  I  have  no  serious  objection  to  your  spending  your 
monev  in  the  propagation  of  such  a  family  if  you  want  it,  but  instead  of 
shocking  decent  people  by  producing  monstrosities  in  their  midst,  kindly 
betake  yourself  and  such  others  as  desire  to  see  your  scheme  succeed  to 
the  jungle.  If  you  or  they  succeed  in  producing  "missing  links  "  there, 
science  can  yet  them  if  they  are  required.  W.  G.  G. 


The  Met.\phvsical  Magazine  for  April  will  afford  some  interesting 
reading  to  those  who  are  inclined  to  dip  deeply  into  the  well  of  science. 
While  metaphysics  are  "dry  as  dust  "  to  the  layman,  I  am  pleased  to  note 
that  the  magazine  does  not  confine  itself  to  the  discussion  of  things  in  the 
abstract.  An  article  on  "  Fetichism  "  by  Charles  E.  Cumming  will  prove 
interesting  to  Freethinkers.  I  wish  it  success.  $2.00  per  year,  20c.  a 
number.      The  Metaphysical  Publishing  Co.,  500  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York. 

W.  G.  G. 

During  an  international  match  played  some  years  ago  between  England 
and  Scotland,  an  English  enthusiast  kept  shouting  to  his  side  to  "  sit  on  them." 
A  Scotsman  near  by  called  out  to  him  :  "  Haud  yer  whist,  mon  ;  ye  can  sit  on 
a  Shamrock  or  a  Leek,  but  ye  carina  sit  cm  a  Thistle."  "  And  you  cannot  sit 
on  a  Rose  either,"  retorted   the  Englishman,  as  lie  returned  to  his  shouting. 

A  gipsy  was  aVjout  to  be  hanged.  Already  he  had  the  rope  around  his 
neck,  when  he  asked  as  a  last  favor  to  be  given  a  glass  of  wine.  His  request 
was  granted.  He  drank,  but  dropped  the  glass  so  that  it  broke.  "This  is  a 
bad  omen,"  he  remarked  sadly;  "something  disagreeable  is  going  to  happen  to 
nie  to-day — sure  '. " 
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"Scathing  Scorn  and  Cynical  Condemnation." 

We  have  received   the  following  genial  letter  from  a  reverend 
gentleman  of  Trenton,  Ont.  : 

"  Wesley  Methodist  Church, 

King  Street.  "Trenton,  April  27th,  1908. 

S.  C.  Moore    -     Pastor. 

"  J.  S.  Ellis,  Esq., 

185^  Queen  St.  West,  Toronto. 
"  Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  a  copy  of  the  April  number  of  '  Secular 
Thought.'  My  first  thought  on  perusing  some  pages  of  it,  especially 
3'our  Editorial  Notes,  was  to  pass  it  by  without  a  notice.  However,  on 
second  thought  I  feel  that  in  justice  to  myself  and  family  I  should  make 
a  reasonable  request  of  you — viz.  that  you  do  not  again  insult  me  and  my 
family  by  addressing  to  me  a  publication  so  packed  with  scathing  scorn 
and  cynical  condemnation  of  all  that  we  hold  dear  in  religious  faith  and 
spiritual  life.  For  blatant  atheism,  illogical  argument  and  unblushing 
falsehood,  in  my  opinion,  it  surpasses  anything  I  have  seen  or  read  from 
our  own  fair  city  of  Toronto.  "  Yours  truly, 

"  S.  C.  MooRE." 

Had  Mr.  Moore  stopped  his  evidently  agitated  pen  when 
he  had  finished  his  "  reasonable  request,"  we  might  have  sent 
him  an  apology  for  our  journal  having  been  forwarded  to  him 
without  his  request,  though,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  he 
appears  to  be  a  fellow-citizen  of  "our  own  fair  city  of  Toronto," 
we  were  quite  ignorant  of  even  his  existence  until  we  received 
his  letter.  On  looking  up  the  Clergy  Directory,  however,  we 
find  the  initials  "B.A.,  B.D.  (F.S.)"  after  bis  name,  so  that 
he  may  be  "some  punkins  "  after  all.      But  his   letter,  as  it 
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s::ands,  serves  to  show  that  there  may  not  be  much  virtue  in 
a  college  training — not  enough,  at  all  events,  to  save  its  reci- 
pient from  making  rash  and  foolish  statements. 

We  are  not  much  concerned  about  the  "  scathing  scorn  and 
cynical  condemnation"  charge.  The  forced  alliteration  of  an 
utterance  such  as  this  largely  destroys  both  its  aptness  and  its 
force,  though  we  are  somewhat  gratified  that  the  scorn  we  do 
entertain  for  ridiculous  ecclesiastical  dogmas  found  genuine 
expression.  Nor  do  we  feel  annoyed  at  Mr.  Moore's  charge 
of  "blatant  atheism."  If  he  is  not  too  ignorant  of  his  own 
native  tongue,  he  must  know  that  the  term  "  blatant  "  is  far 
more  applicable  to  the  ordinary  bible-banger  than  to  the  Free- 
thought  advocate.  The  former  is  specially  trained  to  declare 
the  truth,  not  to  argue,  whereas  the  Freethinker's  method  is 
chiefly  argumentative,  and  lends  itself  but  little  to  a  blatant 
style.  Still,  it  depends  very  much  on  the  point  of  view,  and 
Mr.  Moore  is  welcome  to  call  Secular  Thought  "  blatant," 
if  it  satisfies  his  esthetic  taste  to  apply  the  term  to  a  sheet  of 
printed  paper. 


"  Blatant  Atheism." 

Mr.  Moore  possibly  does  not  know  that  he  is  a  member  of 
one  of  the  smaller  sects  of  a  religious  cult  which  in  its  early 
days  was  denounced  as  atheistic.  Perhaps  he  does  not  under- 
stand that,  in  describing  the  contents  of  Secular  Thought  as 
"  blatant  atheism"  he  is  only  parroting  the  blatant  pulpiteers 
and  street  corner  preachers  of  his  own  and  still  less  cultured 
sects  whose  howling  anathemas  of  unbelievers  often  "make 
night  hideous"  for  long  distances. 

But  he  should,  and  possibly  he  does,  know  that  he  differs 
very  slightly  from  the  editor  of  Secular  Thought  in  his  re- 
ligious belief — his  theism  or  his  atheism.  The  world  is  full 
of  religions  of  a  supposedly  "divine"  origin  and  authority, 
with  gods  and  angels,  rites  and  ceremonies,  sacred  books  and 
priests  to  expound  them,  and  there  is  the  clearest  evidence 
that  Christianity,  like  all  the  other  religions  of  the  present 
day,  is  only  an  outgrowth  from  older  religions  that  have  died 
a  natural  death.  Now,  Mr.  Moore  rejects  all  of  these  other 
religions,  holding  that  his  own,  with  its  infinite  and  almighty 
god  and  its  infallible  Scriptures,  is  the  only  true  religion.  We 
differ  from  Mr.  Moore  and  his  fellow  Christians  onl\-  in  reject- 
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iiag"  their  religion  as  well  as  all  the  others,  and  on  exactly  the 
same  ground— the  lack  of  valid  evidence.  In  effect,  Mr. 
Moore  is  99  per  cent,  atheistic  or  anti-supernatural,  we  are 
100  per  cent.,  because  we  reject  all  supernaturalism. 

Accepting  the  responsibility  for  a  copy  of  our  journal  reach- 
ing Mr.  Moore,  for  our  words  are  intended  to  reach  Christians 
as  well  as  Freethinkers,  we  hardly  think  he  is  warranted  in 
describing  himself  as  "insulted."  We  certainly  in  no  way 
referred  to  him  personally.  Nor  did  we  refer  to  his  familv. 
At  this  moment  we  do  not  know  whether  he  has  a  family  or 
not.  And  if  our  words  were  insulting  to  him,  was  it  necessary 
that  he  should  pass  on  the  insult  to  his  family  ?  Or  have  the 
members  of  his  family  the  privilege  or  right  of  reading  all  his 
correspondence  ?  Possibly  the  insult  was  passed  to  the  famil\- 
in  this  way.  After  saying  "Grace  Before  Meat,"  Mr.  Moore 
addressed  the  family  thus  :  "  Dear  Children,  I  have  been  very 
grossly  insulted  by  a  Blatant  Atheist  of  Toronto.  You  vour- 
selves  were  born  in  sin  and  are  the  children  of  the  Devil,  but 
you  are  too  innocent  for  me  to  allow  you  to  read  the  Blatant 
Atheist's  wicked  words  ;  but  don't  forget  that  through  me  vou 
liave  been  insulted  !  "  And  then  the  children  cried,  "Amen  !" 
Probably,  however,  the  insult  is  only  the  imagination  o'L  a 
mentally  unbalanced  eofotist. 


"  Illogical  Argument  and  Unblushing  Falsehood." 

Of  course,  as  a  B.A.  and  a  B.D.  Mr.  Moore  is  well  versed 
in  logic,  though  in  o  r  opinion  the  knowledge  of  logic  gained 
in  his  Arts  course  must  have  suffered  a  mig-hty  degradation 
or  been  left  entirely  unused  before  he  graduated  in  Divinitw 
However  this  may  be,  we  undertake  to  give  him  the  fullest 
possible  opportunity  for  making  good  his  charges  against  the 
writers  whose  articles  appeared  in  Secular  Thought,  if  he 
will  undertake  to  show  wherein  they  are  false  or  illogical. 

From  the  construction  of  Mr.  Moore's  letter  it  would  seem 
that  our  Editorial  Notes  were  only  secondarily  responsible  for 
his  outburst,  as  he  says  he  would  have  passed  the  number  by 
"without  a  notice,"  had  it  not  been  for  his  second  thoughts, 
we  suppose  about  the  remainder  of  the  contents.  Perhaps  we 
are  mistaken,  but  to  avoid  any  further  risk,  and  for  the  benefit 
of  readers  who  may  not  have  seen  the  objectionable  number, 
we  subjoin  a  short  notice  of  each  item  in  the  table  of  contents,. 
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The  first  article,  "The  Pitiful  Christian  Religion,"  by  Mr. 
Geo.  A.  White,  may  possibly  merit  the  epithets  scathing  and 
scornful,  but  certainly,  in  our  opinion,  not  to  an  unjustifiable 
degree.  Mr.  White  is  a  very  careful  and  painstaking  writer, 
and  never  writes  without  authority.  If  Mr.  Moore  can  show 
wherein  he  has  erred  or  exceeded  just  criticism,  he  will  be  no 
less  anxious  than  the  editor  to  acknowledge  his  laches. 

Possibly  Mr.  Moore  would  not  wish  us  to  apply  his  criticism 
to  Sir  John  Lubbock's  panegyric  of  "Science,"  although  it 
does  contain  some  rather  scathing  remarks  on  the  history  of 
Christianity.  Nor  do  we  imagine  he  would  undertake  to  con- 
demn Mr.  B.  F.  Underwood's  defence  of  law,  order,  and  the 
rights  of  man  against  the  upholders  of  lynch  law  and  mob 
violence.  Perhaps  he  is  too  young  to  remember,  as  we  do, 
that  half  a  century  ago  his  own  Methodist  Church  was  one 
ot  the  strongest  and  most  blatant  upholders  of  negro  slavery, 
basing  its  attitude  upon  the  pro-slavery  teachings  of  the  Bible 
itself.  So  far  as  Mr.  Underwood  is  concerned,  Mr.  Moore's 
attack  is  simply  out  of  place. 

"  The  Origin  of  Our  Ideas,"  by  Dr.  Saleeby,  is  of  a  purely 
scientific  character,  and  the  Book  Notices  and  Correspondence 
can  hardly  have  helped  to  upset  Mr.  Moore's  mental  equili- 
brium. "  Is  the  Christian  Hell  Closed  ?  "  is  quoted  from  the 
editorial  columns  of  one  of  the  best-known  Canadian  journals, 
and  possibly  Mr.  Moore  objects  to  that  because  he  wishes  to 
keep  hell  open  for  the  reception  of  such  persons  as  the  editor 
of  Secular  Thought.  Let  him  be  careful,  however,  and  read 
his  Bible  more  diligently,  or  he  may  find  himself  in  danger. 
He  must  be  meek,  return  good  for  evil,  and  love  his  enemies, 
not  abuse  them  or  call  them  liars  and  fools,  or  he  may  keep 
the  editor  company  on  Beelzebub's  roasting-jack.  The  rest 
of  the  contents,  excepting  the  Editorial  Notes,  are  selections 
of  a  serious  or  humorous  character  from  a  variety  of  sources, 
but  certainly  none  meriting  Mr.  Moore's  style  of  censure. 

We  are  thus  driven  to  the  conclusion  that  Mr.  White  and 
the  editor  are  the  culprits  who  alone  are  responsible  for  having 
excited  the  criticisms  of  Mr.  Moore  ;  to  whom,  therefore,  we 
repeat  this  offer  :  If  he  will  put  in  temperate  form  the  grounds 
of  his  charge  that  the  passages  he  objects  to  are  either  false 
or  illogical,  he  shall  have  whatever  space  is  necessary  for  the 
purpose  ;  or  we  will  undertake  to  visit  Trenton  and  defend 
our  views  in  a  public  discussion  with  Mr.  Moore. 
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Theological   Unrest. 

We  extract  the  following  editorial  from  the  Wee^/v  JVezvs 
of  Sierra  Leone  of  March  28.  It  shows  how  freely  religious 
matters  are  discussed  to-day  even  in  most  unexpected  quarters, 
and  how  quick  the  secular  editors  are  to  call  attention  to  the 
difficulties  arising  from  the  differences  among  the  warring  sects 
of  Protestantism  : 

"  We  republish  to-day  from  the  Manchester  Guardian  of  Feb.  27,  a  most 
remarkable  and  .sug-g-estive  article  with  the  above  heading-.  It  is  astonish- 
ing that  with  the  Bible  in  their  hands  and  with  Bible  Societies  scattering- 
far  and  wide  copies  of  the  Bible,  it  should  still  at  this  late  day  be  deemed 
necessary  by  leading  divines  in  an  important  branch  of  the  Christian  Church 
to  publish  a  declaration  of  their  belief  in  the  relig-ion  whicii,  for  a  hundred 
years,  they  have  been  sending  missionaries  to  all  parts  of  the  world  to 
propagate.  Is  it  any  wonder  that,  no  settled  faith  existing  in  those  who 
send  out  missionaries,  there  should  be  so  little  success  as  regards  spiritual 
life  among  the  foreign  peoples  who  are  said  to  have  been  evangelized  ?' 
The  explanation  must  evidently  be  that  the  word  has  not  been  mixed  with 
faith  in  them  that  preached   it. 

"  It  was,  we  believe,  Dr.  Johnson,  '  the  great  lexicographer,'  who  said 
that  for  the  European  there  are  only  two  religions  worth  considering — the 
Roman  Catholic  and  the  Mohamedan.  These  systems  need  no  periodical 
restatements  of  their  creeds.  Lord  Macaulay,  in  his  review  of  Ranke's 
'  History  of  the  Popes,'  said,  *  in  his  mischievous  way,'  that  'Theology  is 
not  a  progressive  science,'  apd  proceeds  by  various  arguments  to  demon-- 
strate  this  theory.     We  quote  the  following  from  his  versatile  pen  : 

"  How  it  was  that  Protestantism  did  so  much,  yet  did  no  more.  How 
it  was  that  the  Church  of  Rome,  having  lost  a  large  part  of  Europe,  not 
only  ceased  to  lose  but  actually  regained  nearly  half  of  what  she  had  lost,, 
is  a  most  curious  and  important  question.  The  number  oi  her  children  is- 
greater  than  in  any  former  age.  Her  acquisitions  in  the  New  World  have 
more  than  compensated  for  what  she  has  lost  in  the  Old.  Her  spiritual 
ascendency  extends  over  the  vast  countries  which  lie  between  the  plains 
of  the  Missouri  and  Cape  Horn — countries  which  a  century  hence  may  not 
improbably  contain  a  population  as  large  as  that  which  now  inhabits 
Europe.  Nor  do  we  see  any  sign  which  indicates  that  the  term  of  her 
long  dominion  is  approaching.  She  saw  the  commencement  of  all  the 
Governments  and  of  all  the  ecclesiastical  establishments  that  now  exist  in 
the  world  ;  and  we  feel  no  assurance  that  she  is  not  destined  to  see  the 
end  of  them  all.  She  was  great  and  respected  before  the  Saxon  had  set 
foot  in  Britain,  before  the  Frank  had  passed  the  Rhine,  when  Grecian  elo- 
quence still  flourished  at  Antioch,  when  idols  were  still  worshipped  in  the 
temple  of  Mecca^     And  she  may   still    exist    in  undiminished  vigor  when 
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some  traveller  from  New  Zealand  shall,  in  the  midst  of  a  vast  solitude, 
take  his  stand  on  a  broken  arch  of  London  Bridg"e  to  sketch  the  ruins  of 
St.  Pauf's." 

The  article  referred  to  is  a  Manifesto  issued  by  the  leaders 
of  the  Congregational  body,  containing  a  concise  statement 
of  their  belief,  designed  to  settle  the  "  theological  unrest"  felt 
by  many  adherents  as  a  result  of  recent  discussions.  As  if  a 
cut-and-dried  re-statement  of  the  old  faith  would  be  likely  to 
satisfy  men  who  had  once  begun  to  think.  These  men  ought 
to  have  learnt  by  this  time  that  the  only  way  to  satisfy  men  in 
theology  is  to  prevent  them  thinking.  They  should  take  a 
lesson  from  the  more  successful  Catholics,  though,  if  they  tried 
to  do  so,  we  might  be  treated  to  a  spectacle  like  that  presented 
by-  the  frogs  that  tried  to  be  bulls.  Here  is  the  first  article  oi' 
the  new  creed,  and  do  not  forget  that  the  men  who  wrote  it 
tell  us  they  think  that  at  the  present  time  science  and  religion 
are  approaching  a  reconciliation  : 

"  I.  We  believe  in  the  personality  of  God  the  Father,  transcendent  as 
Maker  and  Ruler  of  all  thing's,  and  yet,  through  His  eternal  Spirit,  imma- 
nent in  the  world  and  particularly  in  man  and  his  history." 

Fancy  a  man  with  a  brain  having  his  theological  doubts  set 
at  rest  with  this  shibboleth  !  Well  may  we  ask  :  What's  the 
matter  with  the  Athanasian  Creed  ? 


Terrorizing  a  Quebec  Jury  with   "  Hell." 

A  remarkable  exhibition  of  the  administration  of  "justice" 
has  just  been  given  by  a  Quebec  judge,  Mr.  Justice  Lemieux. 
Mr.  Lemieux  was  formerly  a  criminal  lawyer,  and  like  many 
other  lawyers  appears  to  have  become  a  past  master  in  the  art 
of  bullying  and  browbeating  persons  less  privileged  than  him- 
self. He  presided  in  April  at  atrial  in  which  Alderman  Huard 
claimed  damages  from  Ulric  Barthe,  editor  oi  La  Vigie  (The 
Lookout),  for  an  alleged  libel.  Throughout  the  trial  the  judge 
ruled  every  point  entirely  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff,  and  the  case 
will  be  appealed  ;  but  his  remarks  in  giving  the  case  to  the  jury 
should  lead  to  his  removal  from  the  bench.  As  if  he  were  a 
Salvation  Army  captain,  he  threatened  the  jurors  with  all  the 
terrors  oi  hell  if  they  did  not  return  the  verdict  he  ordered 
them  to  give,  and  specially  singled  out  for  censure  one  jury- 
man who  had  endeavored  to  escape  from  the  jury  on  the  plea 


SECULAR   THOUGHT.  149 


that  he  was  prejudiced.  The  jurors  are  said  to  have  been 
completely  terrorized,  and  immediately  returned  a  verdict  of 
'■'  Guilty,"  Mr.  Barthe  being  condemned  to  pay  $Soo  and  all 
costs.  It  is  difficult  to  believe  that  a  judgment  obtained  by 
such  tactics  will  be  sustained  even  in  Quebec,  though  religious 
prejudices  and  ecclesiastical  tyranny  are  so  strong  there  that 
no  prediction  in  such  a  matter  seems  safe.  Aid.  Huard  was 
the  promoter  of  the  early-closing  saloon  law  which  cam<^  into 
force  some  two  years  ago,  and  in  the  heat  of  the  contest  La 
jy^'/e  undertook  to  prove  that  Huard  was  a  hypocrite,  and 
that  his  own  sobriety  and  morality  were  very  questionable. 
The  journal  may  have  been  right  or  wrong,  but  nothings  can 
now-a-days  justify  a  judge  in  threatening  a  jury  with  theolo- 
gical penalties  if  they  do  not  return  a  verdict  to  suit  him. 

The  public  advocates  of  "morality"  are  commonly  so  cock- 
sure and  dictatorial  in  their  advocacy  as  to  lend  strong  support 
to  the  idea  that  the  current  morality  is  little  less  a  superstition 
than  the  current  religion. 


"  Nothing  Like   Leather." 

The  lesson  of  the  Damascus  silversmiths  is  totally  lost  upon 
the  thick-skinned  and  impudent  fellows  who  fill  most  of  the 
Christian  pulpits,  and  who  bluff  or  bulldoze  their  sill}'  dupes 
into  a  belief  that,  without  the  church  and  its  priests,  its  creeds 
and  its  mummeries,  the  world  and  its  civilization  would  go  to 
the  eternal  bow-wows.  And  there  are  no  more  conspicuous 
frauds  in  this  hocus-pocus  business  than  the  men  who  pretend 
they  are  doing  "the  will  of  God"  by  denouncing  all  opponents 
of  a  Puritanical  Sundav  as  enemies  of  both  God  and  man. 

A  week  or  two  ago  Canon  Welch,  at  St.  James's,  Toronto, 
preached  a  typical  sermon  on  these  lines.  We  say  topical, 
because  the  sermon  comprised  all  the  falsehoods  and  misrepre- 
sentations commonly  emplo}ed  by  preachers  as  arguments  for 
their  Sabbatarianism  ;  and  with  the  assumption — as  unfounded 
as  their  arguments — that  the  preacher  is  the  one  man  whose 
proper  business  it  is  to  teach  the  people  how  to  lead  good  lives 
— the  manifest  fact  being-  that  their  chief,  usuallv  their  sole, 
object,  like  that  of  the  butcher,  the  baker,  and  the  banker,  is 
to  do  the  work  for  which  they  have  been  trained,  and  to  secure 
the  biggest  salary  they  can  get  for  their  services. 

Canon  Welch's  discourse  was   based  on  the  "  Fourth  Com- 
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mandment,"  which  he  said  prohibits  all  Sunday  work:  "Thou 
shalt  do  no  manner  of  work."  He  admitted  there  were  many 
considerations  connected  with  this  law  which  he  had  no  time  to 
mention,  and  one  or  two  of  these  we  may  mention  for  him. 
We  mig"ht  ask  him,  as  a  preliminary,  if  earning  a  salary  of 
$5,000  a  year  by  Sunday  preaching-  is  not  work  ?  Are  playing- 
the  organ  and  singing  in  the  choir  for  a  salary  not  work  ? 
The  alleged  commandment  is  stated  to  have  been  given  on 
two  totally  different  grounds  (Ex.  20:11  ;  Deut.  5:15),  which 
proves  that  one  or  both  of  them  may  be  wrong.  Then,  if  it 
was  binding  upon  the  Jews,  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  it  is 
binding  upon  Christians  ;  for,  though  Jesus  is  alleged  to  have 
said  (Matt.5:i7)  that  the  Mosaic  law  should  be  fulfilled,  he  at 
once  follows  this  declaration  with  a  new  set  of  laws  of  his  own, 
many  of  them  subversive  of  the  old  laws,  impracticable,  and 
contrary  to  the  universal  ideas  of  morality,  and  actually  sets 
himself  before  the  Jews  as  a  violator  of  the  Mosaic  law  (John 
5:10-18). 


Is  Sunday   "the  Sabbath?" 

Canon  Welch  ought  to  tell  us  what  divine  authority  he  has 
for  treating  the  day  of  the  pagan  worship  of  the  Sun-god  as 
the  Jewish  seventh  day  or  Sabbath.  By  doing  his  work  and 
•earning  his  salary  on  Sunday  he  vi^jlates  the  law  as  laid  down 
by  himself.  The  orthodox  Jews  of  the  present  day  religiously 
keep  the  seventh  da)-  as  it  has  been  handed  down  to  them  from 
time  immemorial  ;  and  one  would  imagine  that,  if  any  change 
had  been  made  by  "divine"  authority  in  the  weekly  day  of 
worship,  the  Jewish  people  would  have  been  the  first  to  hear 
of  it.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  has  been  conclusively  shown 
that  for  many  generations  before  the  time  when  the  Mosaic 
laws  were  supposed  to  have  been  instituted  by  Moses  or  Yah- 
veh  the  Sabbath  had  been  a  day  of  worship.  Whether  the 
Jews  were  ever  in  exile  in  Babylon  or  merely  slaves,  it  is  clear 
that  they  inherited  their  gods  and  their  religious  institutions 
and  laws  from  that  great  semi-civilized  Semitic  race  of  which 
they  were  a  small  branch,  and  which  for  many  centuries  filled 
the  Valley  of  the  Two  Rivers  with  the  fierce  and  exterminating 
wars  of  priest-ridden  and  fanatical  peoples. 

The  effort  to  force  Puritanical  institutions  upon  a  modern 
people  on  theological  grounds  may  succeed  for  a  time,  for  the 
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virus  of  superstition  has  deeply  permeated  even  the  more  edu- 
cated and  intellig-ent  classes,  and  the  Catholic  priests  seem  to 
be  willing  to  join  the  Protestants  in  making  Sunday  a  day  oi 
depression  for  all  but  the  church-goer  and  those  who  are  bold 
enough  to  set  the  church  and  its  anathemas  at  defiance.  But 
the  example  ot  Europe,  where  Sunday  is  largely  made  a  day 
of  enjoyment  by  all  classes,  surely  will  not  for  ever  be  lost 
upon  priest-ridden  Canadians.  Travellers'  tales  are  notoriously 
untrustworthy,  but  fast  steamships  and  cheap  rates  of  fare 
will  sooner  or  later  show  the  masses  how  much  of  heaven 
they  are  missing  and  how  near  hell  they  are  getting  by  fol- 
lowing their  self-appointed  guides  to  Beulah  Land. 


The  Greed  of  Wealth. 

Canon  Welch  denounced  "  the  greed  of  money"  which  led 
men  to  unnecessary  labor  as  responsible  for  much  of  the  misery 
of  to-day.  We  do  not  feel  disposed  to  quarrel  with  the  general 
propositions  that  national  and  individual  greed  and  extrava- 
gance entail  serious  drawbacks  to  social  progress,  and  that 
there  are  man\-  objects  far  more  worthy  of  a  man's  ambition 
than  the  accumulation  of  wealth.  But  it  would  seem  to  us  a 
far  better  scheme  if  the  Canon  would  exercise  what  brains  he 
possesses  in  giving  us  an  idea  of  some  legitimate  objects  that 
might  be  likely  to  replace  the  tabooed  hankering  after  wealth, 
instead  of  repeating  the  stale  old  formula — Come  to  church. 
And  when  he  suggests  that  the  proper  duty  of  a  man  is  to  use 
his  Sunday  rest  for  the  purpose  of  attending  public  worship 
and  securing  "spiritual  feed,"  we  can  only  wonder  at  his 
mental  vacuity.  We  believe  great  masses  of  men  would  be 
willing  to  put  up  with  a  great  deal  of  mummery  if  only  the 
preachers  would  tell  them  something  interesting  and  of  some 
utility  to  them  personally  or  to  society  at  large.  But  Canon 
Welch's  sermon  is  evidence  that  he  is  only  one  of  the  multitude 
of  preachers  who  lack  brains  and  culture  or  who  are  too  lazy 
to  qualify  themselves  for  anything  but  the  persistent  repetition 
of  the  stale  formulas  of  the  church — Accept  Christ  and  you 
will  be  saved,  the  Blood  of  the  Lamb  will  wash  away  all  sin, 
and  so  on — and  then  cry  out  that  men  are  wicked  because  they 
do  not  come  to  church  to  listen  to  such  idiotic  rubbish. 

As  to  the  greed  for  money,  a  man  must  be  blind  indeed  who 
djDes  not  see  that  preachers   are  fully  as  greedy  as  any  othen 
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class  of  tradesmen.  We  seldom  receive  a  copy  of  our  London 
contemporary  in  which  the  death  of  several  clergymen  is  not 
noted,  each  leaving-  a  large  amount  of  wealth.  In  the  latest 
number  received  it  is  noted  that  Rev.  O.  P.  Serjeant,  of  South- 
ampton, left  over  $170,000;  Rev.  W.C.  Risley,  of  Deddington, 
left  over  $179,000  ;  and  Rev.  Canon  Cromwell,  of  Slough,  left 
$103,500.  These  gentlemen,  if  the  Bible  is  true,  are  now  in 
the  estimable  company  of  Dives,  etc.  And  Canon  Welch  is 
himself  no  exception  to  the  general  rule.  Since  he  has  been 
in  Canada  he  has  simply  answered  the  call  of  the  highest  and 
most  easily  obtainable  salary. 

When  preachers  themselves  show  less  greed  for  money,  and 
devote  some  time  to  an  honest  endeavor  to  qualify  themselves 
for  the  duty  of  instructing  and  interesting  their  congregations, 
instead  of  nauseating  them  with  the  stereotyped  trade  shibbo- 
leth of  the  Creedmongersl  Guild,  they  will  have  no  cause  to 
ask,  Why  do  the  men  stay  away  from  church  ? 

Nearly  all  the  talk  given  by  the  pulpiteers,  from  the  priests 
of  Ra  to  the  priests  of  Jah,  when  it  has  not  been  provocative 
of  violence,  assassination  and  w^ar,  has  only  tended  to  rivet 
still  more  strongly  the  chains  of  superstition  upon  an  already 
ignorant,  degraded  and  enslaved  people. 


Jew  and  Christian  Verv  Much  Alike. 

While  the  Toronto  Hebrews  are  having  a  lively  scrap  over 
a  "  Holy  Scroll,"  which  the  rabbi  of  one  synagogue  had  filched 
from  the  older  one  from  which  he  and  his  friends  had  separated, 
the  London  (Eng.)  Jews  are  fighting  to  keep  liberal-minded 
teachers  from  imparting  knowledge  to  their  children  in  the 
Jewish  separate  schools  which  might  have  a  tendency  to  impair 
the  ancient  faith  in  which  the  children  had  been  trained.  In 
the  east  end  of  London,  it  seems,  there  are  about  io,oooJewish 
children  whose  education  is  attended  to  by  a  Jewish  Religious 
Education  Board.  Two  of  the  leading  members  of  this  Board 
are  Claude  Joseph  Goldsmid-Montefiore,  well  known  as  the 
author  of  "The  Origin  and  Development  of  the  Religion  of 
the  Ancient  Hebrews,"  and  Israel  Abrahams,  reader  in  Tal- 
mudic  and  Rabbinic  Literature  in  Cambridge  University,  and 
editor  of  \\\q  Jewish  Quarterly  Review.  These  men  are  both 
prominent  scholars  and  practically  in  line  with  Freethinkers 
in  their  criticism  of  the  Bible  and  Hebrew  literature,  but  there 
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is  nothing  to  show  that  they  have  made  any  attempt  to  force 
their  liberal  views  into  the  Jewish  schools  ;  and  yet  "  Lord" 
Swaythling,  once  known  as  Samuel  Montagu,  a  banker,  as 
the  mouthpiece  of  the  orthodox  Jews,  demands  their  exclusion 
from  the  Board  in  order  to  prevent  the  risk  of  any  of  their 
learning  filtering  down  to  the  children  of  the  orthodox.  Lord 
Swavthling  is  a  wealthy  man  and  is  said  to  spend  much  money 
upon  his  poorer  brethren,  and  he  threatens  to  withhold  his 
annual  donation  to  the  school  fund  if  his  demand  is  not  com- 
plied with,  though  the  men  he  objects  to  give  far  larger  sums. 
To  an  interviewer  he  said  : 

"  I  cannot  agree  with  the  attitude  of  Montefiore  and  Abrahams  con- 
cerning the  miracles  in  the  scriptures.  Balaam's  ass  may  or  may  not  have 
spoken  as  far  as  I  am  concerned.  I  know,  however,  that  Balaam  had 
two  servants  with  him  when  the  Angel  of  the  Lord  appeared  in  the  narrow- 
pass  to  prevent  Balaam  from  raising  his  hand  against  the  Israelites,  and 
that  one  of  them  may  have  reproved  Balaam  for  the  course  he  was  taking. 
It  may  or  may  not  be  intended  that  we  should  put  a  literal  construction 
on  these  scriptural  recitals  bordering  on  the  miraculous." 

Which  shows  that  an  orthodox  Jew^  can  utter  just  as  much 
idiotic  rubbish  as  an  orthodox  Christian.  It  seems  a  mystery 
why  Lord  Sw^aythling  should  hesitate  in  swallowing  Balaam's 
talking  jackass  holus-bolus  any  more  than  does  Dr.  Torrev 
or  Canon  Welch. 

One  of  the  funniest  features  of  the  case  is  that  neither  of  the 
men  objected  to  by  Swaythling  takes  any  active  part  in  the 
work  oi  the  Board,  while  one  of  them  (Montefiore)  donates 
;^3,ooo  a  year  to  its  funds— just  ten  times  as  much  as  the  sum 
given  by  the  noble  bigot. 


The  Church  of  England  in  the  London  Slums. 

Mr.  Ingram,  Bishop  of  London,  who  honored  Canada  a  few 
months  ago  by  reading  some  poor  sermons  in  a  dozen  Angli- 
can churches,  recently  organized  a  "  monster  religious  demon- 
stration "  for  the  benefit  of  the  starving  denizens  of  the  East 
End  London  slums.  Headed  by  the  Bishop,  the  big  proces- 
sion of  churchmen,  carrying  banners  and  mottoes  and  accom- 
panied by  a  surpliced  choir  singing  "  Onward,  Christian  sol- 
diers !  '*  marched  through  the  dismal  overcrowded  streets  and: 
alleys,  finishing  up  with  a  midnight  performance  at  the  church  , 
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of  St.  James  the  Less.  Goodness  only  knows  what  these 
foolish  fanatics  and  fakers  think  they  can  accomplish  by  such 
an  exhibition  except  to  make  religion  even  more  ridiculous 
than  it  already  is  in  the  eyes  of  rational  men.  We  do  not 
suppose  the  Bishop  tried  to  imitate  his  "master"  by  taking 
"  five  loaves  and  two  small  fishes  "  to  feed  the  thousands  he 
was  pretending  to  benefit  ;  but  if  he  had  a  living  faith  in  his 
master's  promises,  he  must  have  believed  that  in  some  such 
way  he  could  feed  them  without  depriving  himself  of  any  of 
his  customary  luxuries.  We  are  afraid,  however,  that,  like 
the  faith  of  the  ordinary  Christian,  the  Bishop's  faith  is  really 
infinitely  less  than  a  grain  of  mustard  seed — it  is  nil. 

But,  supposing  the  Bishop's  pantomimic  exhibition  did 
produce  its  intended  effect,  and  thousands  of  starving  paupers 
"accepted  Christ  and  him  crucified,"  what  substantial  good 
would  they  receive  ?  They  m,ight  become  more  slavishly 
submissive  and  contented'  with  their  lot,  believing  in  a  future 
reward  of  eternal  bliss,  but  unless  some  secular  plan  is  adopted 
to  ameliorate  their  condition  they  will  be  no  better  off  than 
they  are  now.  It  is  the  total  lack  of  any  such  plan  that  stamps 
the  whole  church  business  as  a  hollow  farce.  It  is  a  case  of 
cunning  and  avaricious  ignorance  leading  credulous  and  gul- 
lible ignorance  into  a  blind  alley. 


A  Clerical  Vampire. 


The  Winnipeg  Weekly  Post  of  April  4  illustrates  its  front 
page  with  a  double  cartoon,  "Sunlight"  and  ".Shadow."  In 
the  first,  the  well-known  preacher,  Rev.  F.  B.  DuVal,  D.D., 
is  represented  as  a  saintly  preacher  surrounded  by  a  halo  and 
a  circle  of  admiring  ladies  ;  the  second  shows  him  at  his  desk 
in  his  dingy  office,  one  hand  grasping  his  money  and  the  other 
outstretched  to  seize  a  shrinking  widow  and  her  two  children. 
Mr.  DuVal  is  not  a  pleasant-looking  man.  We  heard  him 
preach  when  we  were  in  Winnipeg  some  dozen  years  ago,  and 
his  answer  to  the  arguments  in  our  lectures  did  not  rise  above 
the  common  Salvation  Army  and  Hastings  tract  level.  At 
his  best  he  is  but  an  intellectual  runt,  and  we  wondered  that  a 
large  congregation  of  apparently  well-to-do  people  should  be 
satisfied  to  spend  their  time  in  listening  to  such  twaddle. 

But  Mr.  DuVal  is  something  more  than  a  mere  preacher  in 
receipt  of  a  good  salary.      To  let  his  savings  lie  in  a  bank  at 
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3  or  4  per  cent,  would  be  almost  as  wicked  as  the  conduct  of 
the  steward  who  buried  his  master's  treasure  for  fear  of  losing- 
it,  and  then  returned  it  without  usury.  To  lend  the  money 
on  safe  mortgages  at  6,  7,  or  8  per  cent,  would  be  better  ;  but 
why  miss  an  opportunity  of  doubling  even  these  high  rates  ? 
Did  not  Jesus  say  of  the  servant  who  had  made  1,000  per  cent, 
profit,  "Well,  thou  good  servant,  because  thou  hast  been 
faithful  in  a  very  little,  have  thou  authority  over  ten  cities"  ? 
(Luke  19:16,17.)  But  we  will  let  the  Winnipeg Satjirday Post 
tell  how  this  clerical  vampire  interprets  the  Biblical  injunctions 
to  '*  visit  the  widow  and  the  fatherless  "  and  to  "  lay  not  up 
for  yourselves  treasures  upon  earth  "  : 

"Rev.  Dr.  DuVal  is  a  gentleman  of  the  broadest  human  sympathies. 
He  admits  it.  Rev.  Dr.  DuVal  is  perhaps  the  most  sensitive  and  sympa- 
thetic person  in  Manitoba.  I  am  sure  that  he  would  not  deny  it.  He  has 
•  avowed  in  print  that  he  weeps  with  the  afflicted  and  unfortunate.  He  has 
confessed  that  he  cannot  steel  his  heart  ai^ainst  the  necessities  of  the  widow 
and  orphan. 

"  Such  a  man  I  take  as  the  highest  type  of  sympathetic  humanity — and 
I  use  this  highest  type  of  sympathetic  humanity  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
showing  how  even  the  best  of  us  need  to  have  stringent  laws  enacted  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  our  being  led  by  less  noble  sentiments  intio 
oppression  or  tyranny. 

"  I  have  documents  in  a  case  which  convince  me  that  Rev.  Dr.  DuVal 
lent  money  to  a  woman — a  widow  who  has  been  suffering  from  ill  health 
for  some  time — and  that  even  his  admittedly  and  generally  recognized  kind 
heart  and  sweetly  sympathetic  nature  did  not  prevent  his  charging  for  that 
loan  a  rate  of  interest  that,  if  charged  by  a  money-lender  on  a  sum  less 
than  $500,  would  have  made  that  money-lender  liable  to  a  fine  not  exceed- 
ing $1,000  or  to  one  year's  imprisonment!  Is  it  not  fortunate  that  the 
Rev.  Dr.  DuVal  is  not  a  money-lender  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  ? 
Is  it  not  fortunate  that  he  is  not  a  money-lender  and  that  he  lends  his 
money  in  larger  sums  than  $500? 

"  The  sum  that  Rev.  Dr.  DuVal  lent  in  the  case  to  which  I  refer  was  . 
$900.  On  this  loan  he  charged  15  per  cent,  per  annum — the  interest  pay- 
able and  compoundable  half-yearly.  The  Money-Lenders  Act  provides 
that  any  money-lender  who  lends  sums  not  exceeding  $500  and  who  charges 
more  than  1 2  per  cent,  per  annum  can  be  sent  to  jail  or  fined  heavily.  Again 
I  say,  is  it  not  fortunate  that  the  worthy  gentleman  who  teaches  morality 
as  a  profession,  whose  vocation  it  is,  to  use  his  own  words,  '  to  instruct: 
kings,'  is  not  a  money-lender  within   the  meaning   of  the  Act,  and  is  not^. 
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given  to  lending  moneys  in  sums  not  exceeding-  $500?  It  would  be  a  pity 
and  a  pain  to  most  of  us,  not  least  to  the  humble  writer  of  this  page,  to 
have  a  man  of  high  ideals  and  self-confessedly  sympathetic  temperament 
haled  into  the  Police  Court  to  answer  the  charge  of  oppressing  the  unfor- 
tunate by  extorting  from  them  an  exorbitant  rate  of  interest.  This  mis- 
fortune is  fortunately  averted  by  the  imperfect  draft^ing  of  the  Money- 
Lenders  Act — that  Act  evidently  not  contemplating  such  cases  as  that 
provided  for  the  instruction  of  the  public  by  the  Rev.  F.  B.  DuVal." 


Hypocrisy,   thy  Name  is   DuVal. 

It  was  not  without  reason  that  the  Winnipeg  journahst 
stated  that  Dr.  Duval  admitted  that  he  was  tender-hearted  and 
sympathetic.  In  a  recent  controversy  with  Premier  RobHn, 
in  the  course  of  which  the  Premier  criticised  him  adversely  in 
the  local  Legislature,  the  doctor  defended  himself  in  a  letter 
that  appeared  in  the  Free  Press  of  February  15,  of  which  the 
writer  says  : 

"  In  looking  over  that  letter  I  find  the  following  sentence,  written  evi- 
dently in  reply  to  Premier  Roblin's  charge  that  the  reverend  gentleman 
made  a  practice  of  shedding  '  professional  tears  '  : 

"  'That  I  have  tender  feelings  I  am  grateful  to  Providence.  It  helps 
me  a  little  better  to  fill  up  my  ministry  to  humanity  according  to  the  ap- 
pointment oi  God,  who  enjoined  upon  Hi^  ministers  "  to  rejoice  with  those 
who  do  rejoice  and  weep  with  those  who  weep."  ' 

"  So  there,  you  see  that  Rev.  Dr.  DuVal  himself  freely  admits  that  he 
is  a  man  of  tender  feelings.  What  more  do  we  need  ?  There  is  his  own 
evidence,  and  I,  for  my  part,  require  the  evidence  of  no  more  trustworthy 
witness  to  convince  me  that  this  reverend  gentleman  represents  kind- 
hearted  and  sympathetic  humanity  in  its  highest  development.  But  this 
only  makes  the  thing  all  the  worse.  If  a  hard-hearted,  stony  and  merci- 
less man  were  to  lend  money  at  15  per  cent,  per  annum,  there  might  not 
be  so  much  need  for  urging  an  amendment  to  the  law.  .  .  .  But  when  we 
get  our  highest  type,  our  recognized  superlative-degreed  emotionalists 
given  to  the  practice  of  lending  money  at  rates  that  are  deemed  exorbitant 
by  the  average  man  or  firm  that  makes  a  business  of  lending  money,  it 
becomes  obviously  necessary  to  adopt  legislation  that  will  control  this 
otherwise  uncontrollable  human  impulse  that  prompts  men  to  exact  an 
unreasonable  rate  of  interest  from  those  who  are  so  unfortunate  or  so  ill- 
advised  as  to  fall  into  their  clutches.  .  . 

"  When  I  sav  that   the  Rev.  Dr.  DuVal   is  not  a  lover  of  monev,  when 
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I  sug-g-est  that  he  seems  to  have  a  profound  contempt  for  it,  I  speak  with 
some  authority.  That  authority  is  to  be  found  in  the  letter  written  in  reply 
to  Premier  Roblin,  from  which  I  have  already  quoted  : 

"  'There  are  a  few  of  us  left  who  have  a  deeper,  truer,  cleaner  loyalty 
to  all  that  is  good  in  the  country  than  Mr.  Roblin  is  capable  of  having, 
who  come  to  the  country  with  no  such  idea  of  making  the  filthy  lucre  out 
of  it  that  Mr.  Roblin  seems  to  be  skilled  in  acquiring.' 

"  Vou  can  readily  see  from  that  that  Rev.  Dr.  DuVal  has  mighty  little 
use  for  monev.  If  he  had  any  use  for  it,  he  could  surely  not  speak  with 
such  contempt  of  it.  Clearly,  another  proof  of  what  I  have  already  sug- 
gested— that  it  is  necessary  to  pass  laws  that  will  prevent  tender-hearted 
and  sympathetic  persons  from  being  led,  doubtless  through  ignorance,  into 
oppressing  the  poor  and  the  unfortunate." 


Correspondence. 


HOMECEPATHIC   TREATMENT    FOR    BIBLIOMANIA. 

Editor  Secu   AR    [HOUGHT. 

Sir,— All  the  winter  have  I  wrestled  more  or  less  strenuously  with  a 
sample  of  the  product  oi  modern  metaphysical  training,  who  obtained  his 
wisdom  as  well  as  his  superstitions  in  your  province — Ontario. 

Among  other  things  that  I  have  tried  to  convince  him  of  is  this — that 
with  an  Infinite  Omnipresent  God,  a  Devil  and  a  Hell  were  impossible. 
As  God  must  of  necessity  occupy  all  space,  he  would  leave  no  room  for 
any  other  existence.  But  all  along  he  insisted  that  there  must  be  both  a 
hell  and  a  devil — because  the  Bible  says  so. 

Yesterday,  however,  I  came  across  him  again,  and  he  seemed  somewhat 
"blue" — that  is,  if  an  otherwise  real  jolly  fellow  can  feel  blue.  He  had 
met  his  match  in  a  fellow  from  near  St.  Louts,  who  had  brought  along  his 
superstition  with  the  rest  of  his  impedimenta,  and  these  two  had  fallen  out 
on  the  all-important  question  of  Baptism.  My  friend  was  satisfied  with  a 
mere  sprinkle,  while  the  St.  Louis  man  insisted  that  three  full  submersions 
were  necessary  for  salvation  from  hellfire,  and  told  my  friend  that  if  he  did 
not  get  ducked  pretty  quick  he'd  certainly  go  there. 

This  was  a  case  where  the  physician  was  forced  to  take  his  own  physic, 
and  he  didn't  seem  to  like  it  one  little  bit.      Hell    is  a  pleasing   conception 
for  people  who  imagine  that  only  others  will   go  there  ;   but  when   there  is- 
a  risk  of  going  there  yourself — well,  that  alters  matters  considerably. 
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You  see,  hell  was  invented  by  people  who  were  cocksure  that  they  were 
bound  for  heaven,  and  ran  not  the  slig-htest  risk  of  j^oing^  to  the  other 
place.  Yours,  etc, 

Alberta,  May  i,  1908.  Prof.  Dovendyrr. 

THE  CLERGY,    THE    STAGE,   AND    CRIME. 
Editor  Secular  Thought. 

Sir, — The  preachers  are  so  frequently  given  to  attacking  the  theatre  as 
an  immoral  institution,  that  I  was  very  greatly  pleased  to  see  the  following 
letter  occupying  a  prominent  place  on  the  editorial  page  of  a  recent  issue 
of  the  New  York  Sun.  I  would  like  you  to  reprint  it  if  you  can  spare  the 
space.  Yours  truly,  G.  B. 


Editor  N.  Y.  Sun. 

Sir, — If  the  Rev.  Dr.  C.  L.  Goodell,  of  the  Calvary  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  was  reported  correctly. yesterday  when  he  said  :  '  Personally,  how- 
ever, to  lead  a  Christian  life  I  think  a  person  would  have  to  leave  the  stage,' 
he  was  simply  voicing  the  antipathy  which  divines  as  a  rule  possess  for  the 
actor's  calling. 

"  I  have  met  many  ministers,  and  all  have  held  that  a  theatrical  life  was 
incompatible  with  pure,  sweet,  Christian  living  I  once  argued  that  point 
with  the  Rev.  Jere  Knode  Cooke,  who  eloped  with  Floretta  Whaley  after 
promising  her  dying  father  that  he  would  guard  and  protect  her.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Cooke  is  now  the  father  of  her  illegitimate  child.  He  held  that  it  was 
impossible  for  theatrical  people  to  lead  Christian  lives. 

"  I  also  knew  the  Rev.  J.  Frank  Cordo'.a,  of  New  Brunswick,  N.J.,  who 
eloped  with  the  choir  girl,  Julia  Bowie,  and  got  three  years  for  assaulting 
his  wife  and  one  year  for  desertion.  He  assured  me  that  actors  and  ac- 
tresses were  lost  beyond  redemption. 

"  I  was  also  acquainted  with  a  minister  who  was  hanged  some  years 
ago  in  San  Francisco.  He  murdered  two  girls  and  concealed  their  bodies 
for  weeks  in  the  steeple  of  the  church  wherein  he  preached  in  the  mean- 
time. He  told  me  that  the  people  of  the  stage  were  beyond  the  pale  of 
Christianitv.  "  Louis  Harrison." 


"  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST." 

Since  Roosevelt  policies  held  sway  But  God  is  off  the  dollar  now 

With  all  his  fervor  warm,  By  Roosevelt's  stern  command, 

My  dollars  have  been  swept  from  me  And  Deity  has  gone  the  way 

Like  leaves  before  the  storm.  Of  all  the  Mortal  band. 

But  while  my  treasures  vanished  thus  I  wonder,  since  the  common  fate 

A  comfort  'twas  to  feel  Upon  it  seems  to  fall, 
That  heaven  still  remained,  where  thieves          If  Heaven  is  so  safe  a  place 

Could  not  break  in  and  steal.  For  treasures,  after  all. 

—  N.Y.  Sun.  McL.  WiLSON. 
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SEXSATIOX  THE  MOTIVE  OF  ALL  ACTION. 

BY    PROF.     WARD    IX    "DYNAMIC    SOCIOLOGY." 

It  is  vain  to  expect  men  to  put  forth  efforts  unless  some  object  is  clearly 
set  before  them.  It  is  further  necessary  that  this  object  be  a  positive  or 
constructive,  and  not  a  negative  or  destructive  one.  7  he  tendency  is  to  be 
perpetual!}-  building  up.  Negative  objects,  whose  nature  is  to  tear  down, 
are  undertaken  with  reluctance,  and  soon  relinquished.  To  insure  successful 
prosecution  they  must  possess  the  elements  of  progress,  and  give  earnest 
of  carrying  the  world  forward  to  a  more  advanced  position.  The  failure  of 
all  religious  systems  to  accomplish  this  is  now  apparent  to  all  capable  of 
observing  the  history  of  the  world  from  a  wholly  unbiassed  standpoint. 
The  influence  of  imaginary  advanced  states  beyond  the  present  life  has  had 
no  effect  in  securing  such  a  state  in  this  life.  The  moral  svstems  that 
have  been  more  or  less  mechanically  mixed  with  religious  ones  have  shown 
themselves  incapable  of  progressing  beyond  a  limit  reached  in  the  time  of 
Confucius  and  Hillel.  (Hillel  taught  this  precept,  "  Do  not  unto  others  as 
thou  wouldst  not  have  others  do  unto  thee  ;  that  is  all  the  law,  the  rest  s 
mere  comment.") 

The  need  of  some  inspiring  progressive  principle  for  mankind  to  ;a\-  hold 
of,  for  the  satisfaction  of  that  fundamental  sentiment  which  aspires  to  a 
better  condition,  is  as  strongly  felt  now  as  it  was  in  the  days  of  Plato  or  of 
Paul. 

The  motive  of  all  action  is  feeling.  All  great  movements  in  historv  are 
preceded  and  accompanied  by  strong  feelings.  And  it  is  those  persons 
whose  feelings  have  been  most  violent  that  have  exerted  the  greatest 
influence  upon  the  tone  and  character  of  society.  Purely  intellectual  feeling 
IS  never  sufficient  directly  to  sway  the  multitude.  The  historical  examp  e 
which  furnishes  the  nearest  approach  to  this  is  that  of  ancient  Greece.  But 
ev'en  of  this  we  have,  in  the  surviving  literature  of  that  age,  a  very 
inadequate  and  superficial  criterion.  The  fact  alone  that  feeling  so  far  pre- 
vailed over  intellect  as  to  require  the  sacrifice  of  Socrates  to  its  demands 
gives  us  a  faint  glimpse  of  the  other  unrecorded  exactions  which  it  must 
have  made.  Throughout  all  time  past,  the  mass  of  mankind  has  been 
carried  along  by  the  power  of  sentiment.  It  has  never  been  deeply  moved, 
at  least  directly,  by  that  of  intellect.  Hence  we  see  that  the  psychical 
agencies  that  hava  stirred  up  mankind  have  been  chiefly  of  a  religious 
nature.  Religion  is  the  embodied  and  organized  state  of  the  emotions.. 
It  represents  the  combined  forces  of  human  feeling.      The  immense  success 
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with  which  relig"ious  reformers  have  met  has  been  due  to  the  ahnost  irre- 
sistible power  of  their  emotional  nature,  and  never  to  their  intellectual 
supremacy.  That  this  is  the  normal  state  of  the  public  mind  I  shall 
endeavor  to  establish  in  another  place.  What  I  desire  to  draw  especial 
attention  to  here  is  the  remarkable  fact  that  not  only  has  the  world  been 
thus  far  ruled  by  passioil  and  not  by  intellect,  but  that  the  true  rulers  of 
the  world  have  had  to  be,  in  order  to  win  that  distinction,  not  merely 
enthusiasts  and  fanatics,  but,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  insane  persons  in  a 
certain  legitimate  acceptation  of  that  term.  It  is  no  long-er  a  question 
among-  modern  medical  men  that  the  remarkable  actions  of  those  men  who 
have  laid  claims  to  divine  inspiration  and  founded  relii^ious  systems  must 
be  referred  not  only  to  a  pathological  but  to  an  actually  deranged  condition 
of  their  minds. 

The  strange  truth  thus  comes  up  for  our  contemplation  that,  instead  of 
having  been  guided  aud  impelled  by  intellect  and  reason  throughout  all 
the  years  of  history,  we  have  been  ruled  and  swayed  by  the  magnetic 
passions  of  epileptics  and  inonomaniacs. 

But  this  startling  fact  only  shows  us  the  more  forcibly  that  it  is  feeling 
and  not  intellect  which  is  required  to  influence  human  action.  Those 
persons  (and  there  are  some  very  enlightened  ones)  who  hope  one  day  to 
see  this  state  of  society  reversed,  and  who  are  looking  forward  to  the  time 
when  intellect  and  reason  shall  assume  control  of  society,  dethroning 
passion  and  emotion,  are  doomed  to  disappointment,  not  only  in  their  own 
time,  but  forever.  Intellect  is  not  an  impelling  but  a  directing  force. 
F"eeling  alone  can  drive  on  the  social  tram,  whether  for  weal  or  woe. 

This  is  one  of  the  great  facts  which  the  sociologist,  laying  aside  ^11 
personal  bias  and  seeking  only  the  real  and  the  true,  must  clearly  realize 
and  frankly  acknowledge,  and  which,  having  realized  and  acknowledged, 
he  must  respect  by  shaping  his  philosophical  system  to  correspond  with 
fact.  Renouncing  the  hope  of  an  intellectual  rule,  admitting  the  right  of 
feeling,  or,  if  he  please,  of  passion,  to  control  the  world,  it  becomes  his 
duty  to  address  himself  to  the  only  task  remaining,  and  to  inquire  candidly 
Jiovv,  taking  facts  as  they  are,  the  existing  condition  of  society  is  to  be 
<imeliorated. 

{To  be  coiUiimed.) 


AGAINST  ORDERS.  "  Did    you    receive   orders    to    dis- 

An  Irish  recruit  in  one  of   the  regi-  mount?" 

mental  riding  schools  had  the  misfor-  "  I  did,  Sorr." 

tune  to  part  company  with   his  horse.  "  Where  from  1 " 

According    to    custom,    the    sergeant  "  From  hindquarters,  s(.)rr,"   replied 

strode  up  to  him  and  demanded  :  Paddy,  with  a  grin. — Illustrated  Bits. 
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MARK  TWAIN  EARNED  $3. 

HOW  Hi-:    SOLD    A    DOG    TO    GEN.    MILES 
AND  THEN  OBTAINED  A  REWARD. 

Mark  Taain  was  the  guest  of  honor 
of  the  Pleiades  Chib  in  Xew  York.  In 
his  speech  he  said  : 

"One  must  keep  up  one's  character. 
Earn  a  charactei'  first  if  you  can,  and 
if  you  can't,  tl-.en  assume  one.  From 
t'.ie  code  of  morals  I  have  been  follow- 
ing and  devising  and  revising  for  sev- 
en ty-t\vo  years  I  remember  one  detail. 
All  my  life  I  have  been  honest,  com- 
paratively honest.  I  could  never  use 
money  I  had  nut  made  honestly,  I 
could  only  lend  it. 

''  Last  spring  I  met  Gen.  Miles 
again,  and  he  commented  on  the  fact 
that  we  had  known  each  otlier  thirty 
years.  He  said  it  was  strange  that  we 
had  not  met  years  before,  when  we  had 
both  been  in  Washington.  At  that 
point  I  changed  the  subject,  and  T 
changed  it  with  art.  But  the  facts  are 
these  : 

"  I  was  then  under  contract  for  my 
'  Innocents  Abroad,'  but  did  not  have 
a  cent  to  live  on  while  I  wrote  it.  So 
I  went  to  Washington  to  do  a  little 
journalism.  There  I  met  an  equally 
poor  friend,  William  Davidson,  who 
had  not  a  single  vice,  unless  you  call  it 
a  vice  in  a  Scot  to  love  Scotch.  Toge- 
ther we  devised  the  first  and  original 
newspaper  syndicate,  selling  two  letters 
a  week  to  twelve  newspapers  and 
getting  SI  a  lettei-.  That  S24  a  week 
would  have  been  enough  for  us  if  we 
had  not  had  to  support  the  jug. 

"  But  there  was  a  day  when  we  felt 
that  we  must  have  S3  right  away,  $3 


at  once.  That  was  how  I  met  the 
General.  It  doesn't  matter  now  what 
we  wanted  so  much  money  at  one  time 
for,  but  that  Scot  and  I  did  oc -asionally 
want  it.  The  Scot  sent  me  out  one 
day  to  get  it.  He  had  a  great  belief 
in  Providence,  that  Scottish  friend  of 
mine. 

"  I  had  given  up  trying  to  find  the 
money  lying  ab(jut,  and  was  in  a  hotel 
lobby  in  despair  when  I  saw  a  beautiful 
unfriended  dog.  The  dog  saw  me,  too, 
and  at  once  we  became  acquainted. 
Then  Gen.  Miles  came  in,  admired  the 
d(jg,  and  asked  me  to  price  it.  I  priced 
it  at  $3.  He  offered  me  an  opportunity 
to  reconsi  ler  the  value  of  the  beautiful 
animal,  but  I  refused  to  take  inore 
than  Providence  knew  I  needed.  The 
General  carried  the  dog  to  his  room. 
"  Then  came  in  a  sweet  little  mid  lie- 
aged  man,  who  at  once  began  hjoking 
TJruund  the  lobbv. 

"'Did  you  lose  a  dog?'  I  asked. 
He  said  he  did. 

"  '  I  think  I  could  find  it,'  I  volun- 
teered, '  for  a  small  sum.' 

"  '  How  much  ? '  he  asked.  And  I 
told  him  8-1 

"  He  urged  me  to  accept  more,  but 
I  did  not  wish  to  outdo  Providence. 
Then  I  went  to  the  General's  room  and 
asked  for  the  dog  back.  He  was  very 
angry,  and  wanted  to  know  why  I  had 
soli  him  a  dog  that  did  not  belong  to 
me. 

"  '  That's  a  singular  question  to  ask 
me,  sir,'  I  replied.  'Didn't  you  ask 
me  to  sell  him  ?  You  started  it.'  And 
he  let  me  have  him  I  gave  him  back 
his  83  and  returned  the  dog,  collect,  to 
its  owner.  That  second  83  I  carried 
home  to  the  Scot,  and  we  enjoyed  it,, 
but  the  first  83,  the  money  I  got  from 
the  General,  I  would  have  had  to  lend. 
"The  General  seemed  not  to  remem- 
ber my  part  in  that  adventure,  and  I 
never  had  the  heart  to  tell  him  about 
it." 
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yuc  Give  a  Reason  for  the  Faith  that  is  in  you. 

Scientific  &  Philosophical  Correspondence  School 

An  open  invitation  is  extended  to  all  persons  desirinjj  a  truly  liberal  education  to 

join.      Established  by  and  under  tl  e  auspices  of  the  Blue  Grass  Blade. 

James  E.  Hughes,  Manager.  John  R.  Ch.arlesworth,  Instructor. 

TERMS — Full  Course   (three  years),  $25  ;    One  Year  Course,  $10. 

Scope  of  Instruction— Zoology,  Ceology,  .Astronomy,  General  Science,  Philosophy, 

Hist'iry,  Theology,  Biblical  Literature,  Secular  and  Sacred  History,  Classics,  Poetry, 

Logic,  Rules  of  Evidence,  Rules  of  Debate,  Study  in  Oratory. 

The  School  will  open  on  or  about  July  i.     Send  in  youi  name  now,  that  you  may 
start  in  from  the  first.      For  further  particulars  apply  to 

Jas.  E.  Hughes,  Lexington,  Ky. 

The   Free  Speech   League 

invites  correspondence,   co-operation,   and  membership  of  all  who  claim  rights  and 
dare  maintain  them 

JOIN   US     HELP  US. 

GET  OUR  LIST  OF  BOOKS. 

READ  THEM  — PASS  THEM  ALONG. 
Liberty  talks  by  Ingersoll,  Wakeman,  Walker,  Schroeder,  Pentecost,  Darrow,  Post 
and   others.     Read  "Our  Vanishing  Liberty  of  Press"  (five  cents)  ;  and   also  "Do 
You  \Vant  Free  Speech  ? "  (ten  cents)  and  learn 

WHY  YOU   SHOULD  ACT   WTTH  US. 
The  Free  Speech  League  .    ,   120  Lexing-ton  Avenue,  New  York  City. 

SOME  OF  OUR  EXCHANGES. 

The  Truth  Seeker,  62  Vesey  St.,  New  York,  w'  iy,  $3  per  year.  E.  M.  Macdonald,  ed. 
Freethinker,  2  Newcastle  St.,  Farringdon  St.,  London.  Eng.,  wkly,  2d.;  $2.50  per  yr. 
Literary  Guide,  mon.,  $1  per  yr.  (inch  quarterly  supplements).  Watts  &  Co.,  London. 
The  Open  Court,  1322  Wabash  Ave.,  Chicago,  III.,  mo.,  loc,  $1  a  year,  Dr.  Carus  ed. 
Searchlight,  Waco,  Texas,  monthly,  10  cents,  $1  per  year  (for.  $1.25).  J.  D.  Shaw,  ed. 
To-morrow,  139-149  East  56th  St.,  Chicago,  111.,  mon.,  10  cts. ;  $1  a  year  Tor.  $1.50). 
Metaphysical  Magazine,  500  Fifth  Av.,  N.  York,  mthly,  25  cts.;  $2  a  year  (for.  los.). 
Blue  Grass  Blade,  Lexington,  Ky.,  weekly,  $1.50  per  yr.  J.  E.  Hughes,  ed.  and  pub. 
Humanitarian  Review,  Los  .Angeles,  Cal.,  mo.,  loc,  $1  a  year,  Singleton  W.  Davis,  ed. 
Ingersoll  Beacon,  78  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago,  111.,  mo.,  5c.,  50c.  year,  W.  H.  Maples,  ed. 
The  Conservator,  1624  Walnut  st.,  Philadelphia,  mo'ly,  loc;  $1  a  yr.  H.  Traubel,  ed. 
The  Adept,  Crystal  Bay,  Minn.,  mo.,  25c.  a  year.  Astrological.  Frederick  White,  ed. 
The  Balance,  mon.,  loc;  50c.  yr.  J.  H.  Cashmere,  ed.  1700  Welton  St..  Denver,  Col. 
Vegetarian  Magazine,  mon,,  loc,  $1  per  year.  Chicago,  111. 
Altruria,  mon.,  loc,  $r  per  year.  12  Mount  Morris  Park  West,  New  York. 
Swastika,  mon.,  loc,  $1  per  year.     1742-46  Stout  St.,  Denver,  Colo. 

THE  SCARLET  SHADOW.     I5y  Walter  Hurt.     Publishers,  "Appeal  to  Reason," 

Girard,  Kansas.     Cloth,  $1.50. 
THE   SABBATH  :     ITS    HISTORY    AND    MODERN    USE.      By   Rev,    V.  J. 

Gilpin,  B.A.,  London,  Canada. 
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THE   HARBINGER  OF  SPRING. 


THREE  FISHERMEN. 


"  Ees  com'  da  spreeng  1  ''   da  peopla  say, 

.An'  weenter  time  ees  gone  away. 

I   hope  ees  true,  baycause,  you  know, 

I  am  so  seek  weeth  ice  an'  snow  ; 

I  am  so  seek  eenside  my  soul 

For  gotta  buy  so  moocha  coal. 

An'  overcoat,  an'  warma  clo'es. 

An'  hankacheef  for  blow  my  nose. 

"  Ees  com'  da  spreeng  I  "  da  peopla  say, 
An'  so  I  am  com'  out  to-day 
For  justa  see  eef  eet  ees  true, 
An'  play  da  musica  for  you. 
Da  weend  ees  coida  'nough  for  mak' 
Me  wanta  stop  an'  gona  back. 
But  som'theeng  w'eespa  een  my  ear  : 
-  Ees  com'  ua  spreeng  !    Da  spreeng  ees 
here  1 '' 

"  Ees  com'  da  spreeng  1  "  da  peopla  say, 

iJat  passa  by  an'  hear  me  play 

"  Lucia  "  on  my  street  pian'. 

'■  Oh  1  see  da  Dago  music-man  I  " 

Dey  say  ;  "  dat  mean's  da  weenter's  past 

An'  spreeng  ees  gettin'  here  at  last. ' 

I  nevva  hear  sooch  funny  theeng  : 

Dey  taka  me  for  sign  of  spreeng  I 

—  Catholic  Standard  and  Times. 


'' Alert?"  said  .Senator  Hopkins,  of 
a  colleague,  the  other  day.  "  Why, 
he  is  as  alert  and  clever  as  the  Aurora 
bridegroom. 

"  You  know  how  bridegrooms,  set- 
ting off  on  the  honeymoon,  forget  their 
brides  and  buy  tickets  only  for  them- 
selves ?  Well,  that  is  what  this  bride- 
groom did  in  Aurora,  and  when  his 
wife  said  to  him,  '  Why,  you  only 
bought  one  ticket,  dear  !  "  he  answered, 

"  '  Well,  well  !  I  never  thought  of 
myself.' " 


Three   fishers   went   sailing  out  into  the 
west. 
Out    into  the  west    till    the    sun   wtnt 
down. 
And  they  all    came   home    to    the    ones 
loved  best. 
To  the   ones  who   awaited  them  there 
in  the  town. 
For  men  will  fish   and  women  must  hear 
The  stories  they  tell  to  each  listen!   g 
ear 
(But   the  fish    were   bought  at  a  market 
near, 
If  the  truth  they  were  only  owning). 

Philadelphia  Bulletin. 


Bunker— Miss  Woodby  is  so  eccen- 
tric in  her  golf  playing  since  her  return 
from  Paris. 

Miss  Niblick — Is  she.  really  ? 

Bunker — Yes,  indeed.  When  ,sho 
foozles  now  she  invariably  exclaims  : 
"  Hoot,  mon  Dieu  !  " 


The  Vicar — I  was  surprised  to  see 
your  husband  walk  out  in  the  middle 
of  my  sermon  last  Sunday. 

Mrs.  Jones — You  really  must  for- 
give him.  He  is  a  somnambulist,  and 
walks  in  his  sleep. 


Little  Johnny's  father  is  a  physician 
and  his  mother  is  a  Christian  Scientist. 
Recently  the  little  boy  was  threatened 
with  appendicitis.  His  sister,  going 
into  the  room  where  Johnny  was  in 
bed,  found  a  very  indignant  little  boy, 
w^ho  made  this  complaint  : 

"  Father  and  mother  won't  let  me 
talk  slang,  but  when  I  told  mother 
how  sick  I  was  she  said,  'Forget  it.' 
and  when  I  told  father  he  said,  '  Cut 
it  out.'" 


Life  without  humor  is  like  a  ride  in 
a  wagon  without  springs. — "The  Si- 
lent Partner.-" 


"The  Dominion  of  Xew  Zealand"  is 
the  newest  name  in  Greater  Britein. 
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VALUABLE   BOOKS    RECENTLY  PUBLISHED. 

Books  can  he  obtained  from  office,  of  Scc^dur  Tliovi/hf. 

THE  OLDEST  LAWS  IN  THE  WORLD,  being  an  account  of  the  Hammu- 
rabi Code  and  the  Sinaitic  Legislation,  l)y  Chilperic  Edwards,  64  pp.,  paper 
cover,  25c.  ;  cloth,  40c. 

SUNDAY  OBSERVANCE:  Its  Origin  and  Meaning.  By  W.  W.  Hardwicke,  M.D., 
author  of  " 'I'he  Evolution  of  Man  and  His  Religious  Systems,"  etc.  R.  P.  A. 
Cheap  Reprints.     25c.     Watts  &  Co.,  London. 

MARRIAGE  AND  RACE  DEATH  The  Foundations  of  an  Intelligent  System 
of  Marriage.  By  Morrison  I.  Swift.  270  pp.  8vo.,  heavy  paper,  paper  cover, 
50  cents.     New  York  :  The  Morrison  I.  Swift  Press.     1906. 

FUNERAL  SERVICES  WITHOUT  THEOLOGY.  A  series  of  addresses  adapted 
to  various  occasions.  With  an  .Appendi.x  containing  examples  of  method  of  treat- 
ing persona!  recollections,  and  poetical  quotations.  By  F.  J.  Gould.  60  pages, 
cloth,  40  cents.     Watts  &  Co.,  London. 

THE  ANGLO-ROMAN  CONCORDATS.  By  F.  Hugh  O'Donnell.  Reprinted 
from  the  Belfast  News- Letter.     5c. 

FOUR  HUNDRED  YEARS  OF  FREETHOUGHT.  By  Samuel  P.  Putnam. 
800  pages,  with  nearh  150  full-page  portraits  of  Pioneers  and  living  Reformers. 
Cloth,  $5. 

THE  BIBLE.  By  John  E.  Remsburg.  An  inquiry  into  the  Authenticity,  the  Credi- 
bility, and  the  Morality  of  the  Bible.  With  an  Appendix  and  a  36-page  Index, 
enabling  the  reader  to  refer  at  once  to  any  argument  or  authority  adduced.  About 
500  pages,  cloth,  $1.25. 

ADAM'S  DIARY.     By  Mark  Twain.     Illustrated    by  F.  Strothmann.     $1. 

EVE'S  DIARY.     By  Mark  Twain-     Illustrated  by  Lister  Ralph.     Cloth,  $1. 

HUMAN  ORIGINS.     By  Samu(  1  Lalng.     A  very  valuable  work.     30  cts. 

DARWINISM  AND  THE  PROBLEMS  OF  LIFE.  A  Study  of  Familiar 
Animal  Life.  Bv  Conrad  Guenther,  Ph.D.,  Professor  at  the  University  Freiburg 
in  Baden.  Translated  from  the  Third  Edition  by  Joseph  McCabe.  London  : 
Owen  &  Co.     436  pp.,  roy.  8vo,  cloth,  $3.50. 

SIX  HISTORIC  AMERICANS.  By  John  E.  Remsburg.  A  handsome  volume  of 
about  550  pages,  with  full-page  portraits,  containing  all  the  available  evidence  for 
forming  a  Just  estimate  of  the  religious  views  of  Paine,  Franklin,  Washington, 
Jefferson,  Lincoln,  and  Grant. 

THE  EVOLUTION  OF  MAN:  A  Popular  Scientific  Study.  By  Ernst  Haeckel. 
Vol.  I.  Human  Embryology  or  Ontogeny.  Translated  from  the  jth  (enlarg^ed) 
edition  by  Joseph  McCabe.  With  209  illustrati>)ns.  R.  P.  A.  Cheap  Reprints. 
25c.     Watts  &  Co.,  London. 

ERNST  HAECKELS  "EVOLUTION  OF  MAN,"  Vol.  II.  is  also  ready,  in 
paper  cover,  192  pp.,  199  illustfations,  price  25c.  The  two  volumes  can  also 
be  had  in  one  volume,  cloth  lettered,  with  a  new  portrait  of  the  author,  price 
$1.15,  post    paid. 

This  magnificently  illustrated  work  «houkl    be  in   the   library  of  every 
Freethinker. 

THE  CHILDREN'S  PLUTARCH,  by  F.  J.  Gould,  with  six  full-page  illustra- 
tions by  Walter  Crane,  cloth,  viii-286  pp.,  is  a  work  that  should  have  a  large 
sale.     Price  $1.00 

A  PICTURE-BOOK  OF  EVOLUTION,  by  Dennis  Hird,  M.A.,  in  cloth,  with 
182  illustrations  price  $1.00,  will  also  be  found  a  work  of  great  value  for  children 
and  also  for  adults,  for  the  matter  of  that. 

.\  F'EW  F"OOTPRINTS,  by  J.  Passmore  Edwards.  100  pp.,  paper  covers,  25c.  ; 
cloth,  40c. 
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A  SHORT  HISTORY    OF    THE    INQUISITION  :    WHAT     IT    WAS  AND 

WHAT  IT  DID.      Illustrated.     645    pages.      New    York  :     Triu'n   Seeker    Co., 

62  Vesey  St.      $2  ;  by  post,  $2.25. 
HUNDREDTH  CENTURY  PHILOSOPHY.    By  Charles  K.  Wheeler.   Publis  ed 

by  James  K.  .Most  Co.,  Boston.     Cloth,  $1.00. 
DISCOVERY  OF  .A  LOST  TRAIL.     By  Charles  B.  Newcnnib.     Lee  &  Shepard. 

Boston.     Boards,  $1.50. 
THE  KINGDOM  OF  LOVE.       By  Henry   Frank.      R.  F.  Fenno  &  Co.,   18  East 

Seventeenth  St.,  New  York.     Cloth,  $1. 
THE  BUILDING  OF  THE   BIBLE,   by  F.  J.  Gould,  third    and   revised   ecliiion, 

34  pp.  and  cover,  price  12c.,  is  a  very  handy  little  pamphlet,  and  should  meet  a 

large  sale. 
A  TRIP  TO   RO.ME.    By  Dr.  J.  B.  Wilson,  .M.D.,  President  National  Liberal  Party, 

Associate  Delegate  to   the   First  International  Freethought  Congress  at  Rome, 

September,  1904.     Lexington,   Ky.  :   J.  E.  Hughes,  Publisher.      DemySvo.,  35^ 

pages,  cloth  bound,  $1.25,  post  paid. 

A  SHORT  HISTORY  OF  FREETHOUGHT,  ANCIENT  AND  MODERN. 
By  John  M.  Robertson.  Two  volumes,  demy  8vo.,  cloth,  by  post  in  Canada,  $7. 
Watts  &  Co.,  London. 

The  most  valuable  record  of  Freethought  progi-ess  yet  published. 

REPORT  OF  THE  INTERNATIONAL  FREETHOUGHT  CONGRESS  held 
at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  October  15-20,  1904.  Published  by  the  Truth  Seeker  Co.,  62 
\'esey  St.,  New  York.  Copies  to  be  had,  price  50  cts.,  by  addressing  Mr.  E.  C. 
Reichwald,  secretary,  141  South  Water  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

HAECKEL'S  LAST  WORDS  ON  EVOLUTION.  A  Popular  Retrospect  and 
Summary.  By  Ernst  Haeckel,  of  Jena  University.  Translated  from  the  Second 
Edition  by  Joseph  .McCabe.  With  three  plates  and  Haeckel's  latest  Portrait. 
Royal  Svo,  cloth,  $1.75.       London  :  .A   Owen  &  Co.,  28  Regent  Street. 

An  American  edition  of  the  "Last  Words"  has  been  publi.shed  bv  Peter 
Eckler,  of  New  York,  handsomnly  printed  in  large  type,  good  p--^ per  and 
binding,  portrait  and  illustrations  as  in  the  original,  price  $1. 
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kDE  Marks 
Designs 
Copyrights  &c. 

Anyone  iending  a  sketch  and  description  may 
Qnlckly  ascertain  our  opinion  free  whether  aa 
laventinn  la  probably  patentaMe.  Communica- 
tions strictly  confidential.  HANDBOOK  on  Patents 
sent  free.  Oldest  apency  for  securing  patents. 
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I  RELIGION  THE  ABETTOR  OF  SAVAGERY.  | 

^  "  Every  desolator  of   the   earth    began  Kis   work  oi   massacre      ^ 

^      and  ruin    by  solemn  acts  oi    religion,  and  wnile  the  ground    stii!      ij; 


and  ruin    by  solemn  acts  or    religion,  and  wnile  the  ground    stii! 

S  smoked  witb   carnage,  hastened    to    the   temple   to   repeat   those 

ffi  solemn  acts.      Nor  v/as  religion    necessary  as  an  ally  oi   virtue,  yj 

^  since  men  conspicuous  lor  unbelief,  like  Bayle,  Locke,  bpinoza,  y; 

S  Shaftesbury,   Collins,    and    others,   were    men    oi    rigid    virtue.  ij; 

*  '  Much  to  be  pitied  are  they  who    need    the  help  oi    religion   to  * 

^  be  honest  men.'  " — J  AS.   Partox,  ///   '' Life  of   J^olfaircS'  ^ 

SHALL  SPEECH    BE  FREE?" 

BY    GEORGE    .ALLE.V    WHITE.  ' 


■'  Untruth  rules  the  world,  and  what  a  suffering-  one  has  it  not  created?" 
(Lady  Florence  Dixie). 

'*  If  we  examine  closely  we  shall  find  that  not  one  man  out  of  a  thousand 
loves  truth  for  its  own  sake  and  simply  because  it  is  truth  and  nothing 
else.  This  is  a  melancholy  fact,  but  there  is  another  fact  which  is  still 
more  melancholy,  viz.,  that  those  who  do  love  truth  for  its  own  sake  always 
suffer  in  worldly  prospects — they  pay  a  heavy  penalty  for  being-  true.  And 
yet  there  is  another  fact  still  more  melancholy  and  which  stirs  a  deeper 
indig-nation  within  the  soul,  viz.,  that  those  men  are  g-enerally  the  most 
successful  in  this  life  who  live  upon  abuses.  The  most  successtul  men  are 
those  who  conform  to  the  general  prejudices  of  society  and  who  deviate  as 
little  as  possible  from  the  public  opinion  of  the  age  in  which  they  live  " 
(Strauss). 

The  Spirit  of  Censorship  is  abrcid  in  the  land.  It  stalks  from  ocean  to 
ocean.  More  menacing-,  more  virulent,  than  at  any  time  during  the  present 
g-eneration,  it  seeks  to  control  human  thoug-ht,  and  with  benig-nant  ferocity 
to  g-uard  the  people  of  the  American  continent,  mere  agg-regations  of  wan- 
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dering  senility  as  compared  with  the  omniscient  Censor,  against  Reason 
and  against  Brains.  Sometimes  well-meaning,  it  gossips  of  Morality  and 
of  Puritw  It  issues  lettres  de  cachni  to  the  Intellect  and  would  drive 
Freethought  into  exile.  Its  imbecile  ultimatum  is  "  This  you  may  say, 
but  there  you  must  keep  still.  "  The  brute  force  of  the  powerful,  implacable, 
mercenary  few  that  bulk  still  predominant  behind  the  pseudo-popular 
u-overnments  of  to-day,  reinforced  by  the  echoings  of  its  dupes,  enjoins 
secrecv  and  silence  on  whatever  the  rising  tide  of  Intelligence  has  not  yet 
rescued  from  its  voracious  clutch. 

The  Censorship,  as  a  factor  in  the  life  of  mankind,  is  doomed  to  die. 

Freedom  to  write  and  publish  anything  on  any  conceivable  subject — not 
vine  bar,  not  one  tiniest  taboo,  not  one  darksome  cranny  or  corner  hidden 
from  the  frankest  scrutiny — is  as  sure  to  triumph,  and  triumph  soon,  in  the 
resplendent  evolution  of  this  planet,  as  are  the  stars  whose  light  shoots  to 
us  silverv  froni  out  the  infinite  glory  of  space  to  greet  us  again  when  the 
sun  has  set. 

XO    FREEDOM     IN    THE    B.VKB.VKIC    P.AST. 

We  peer  back  into  the  past.  Stark  Saxagery  salutes  us,  and  on  top  of 
that  comes  Barbarism  with  its  banal  mumnieries.  The  Mind,  eternity's 
mighty  crown  and  ever-ripening  process  inscrutable,  is  in  chains.  For 
nobody  dares  to  think.  The  page  of  Reason  is  an  uncouth  blank.  Every 
one  is  consulting  the  suppo>ed  rules  ordained  by  ancestors  now  become  in 
dream  vision  god-like,  and  without  qualm  or  glimpse  of  the  morning  doing 
the  same  old  thing  in  the  same  old  way.  All  saying  the  same — all  doing 
the  same.  No  function  in  barbaric  society  for  him  who  affect.s  the  right  to 
alter  bv  an  iota  the  routine  and  code  of  infallible  ignorance.  No  hope  for 
the  luckless  being  who  has  been  imbued  with  the  yeast  of  Thought. 

Printing  is  unknown  of  course  to  the  ethnic,  and  so  are  the  externalities 
ol'  Government  ;  but  for  all  that  the  rigors  of  Conformity  are  conspicuous 
and  all-potent,  and  the  penalty  for  any  obdurate  rebellion  is  torture,  death, 
or  perchance  escape  to  the  dreaded  horrors  of  the  forbidding  outer  world 
which  lies  away  from  kin  and  friends.  There  are  no  prolific  avenues,  as  in 
civilized  countries,  for  the  energies  of  the  insurgent  mind  who  may  fall 
under  the  ban  ;  no  friendly  cities,  far-off,  yet  soon  reached  and  hospitable  ; 
no  lands  whither  he  can  emigrate  and  stand  erect  with  kindling  glance 
among  congenial  souls.  It  is  all  hopeless,  all  for  naught.  The  world  is 
not  ready  for  him — but  the  grave  is. 

"  Now,  contrary  to  a  very  general  misconception,  lawlessness  is  not  a 
characteristic  of  savagery.  In  fact,  few  communities  are  so  tied  down  and 
restricted  as  are  those  communities  which  we  are  pleased  to  designate  as 
'  savage.'  Rules  of  conduct  are  exactly  defined  and  rigorously  enforced  in 
these,  not    bv  officials  of   religion,  nor  by  a  special  judiciar\-  and  executive 
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body,  but  by  public  opinion— the  same  force  that  regulates  the  action  ot 
schoolboys,  society,  and,  indeed,  of  most  social  i^roupint^-s  "  (Professor  A. 
C.    Hadd'on). 

"  We  can  only  comprehend  u  by  so  many  nations  have  not  \aried,  when 
we  see  how  hateful  variation  is  ;  how  exerj'body  turns  against  it  ;  how  not 
only  the  conservatives  c^f  speculation  tr}-  to  root  it  out,  but  the  very  inno- 
vators invent  most  rigid  machines  for  crushing  the  '  monstrosities  and 
ancimalies  ' — the  new  forms  out  of  which,  b\'  competition  and  trial,  the  best 
is  to  be  selected  for  the  future.  The  point  1  am  bringing  out  is  simple  :  one 
most  important  pre-requisite  of  a  prevailing  nation  is  that  it  shcuild  have 
passed  out  ot  the  first  stage  of  civilization  into  the  second  stage — out  of  the 
stage  where  permanence  is  most  wanted  into  that  where  variability  is  most 
wanted  ;  and  you  cannot  comprehend  why  progress  is  so  sLnv  till  you  see 
how  hard  the  most  obstinate  tendencies  of  human  nature  make  that  step 
to  mankind  "  (Walter  Bagehot  :    "  Physics  and  Politics,"  ch.   i  i). 

"  Nobody  dares  to  think."  That  is  just  a  trifle  exaggerated.  The  case 
is  overstated  by  a  hair.  Somebod}-  must  dare  to  think.  Once  in  a  while 
the  tactful  barbarian  who  is  given  to  musing  manages  to  hit  on  a  conception 
of  striking  value  in  the  cerebrating  line  and  to  have  it  by  craft  or  otherwise 
put  in  surreptitious  circulation  among  his  people.  If  such  were  not  the 
case,  progress  could  never  be. 

Vet  it  is  exremelv  hard  to  accomplish,  and  the  freshly  discovered  ism 
must  needs  be  extremely  slow  in  leavening  the  mass.  Many  peoples  con- 
tinue for  thousands  of  3ears  without  appreciable  advance.  Nothing 
exhilarating.  Nothing  new.  Whene\er  a  race  has  succeeded  in  e'.e\ating 
itself  above  the  engulfing,  levelling  mire  of  the  prehistoric,  it  is  always  and 
solely  in  the  first  place  because  of  some  ne\v  thought^  some  free  and  genial 
thought,  that  by  hook  or  by  crook  has  fortuitously  instilled  itself  into^he  con 
volutions  of  the  communal  mind  ;  and  in  the  second  place  because  this  has 
been  repeated,  tediously,  slothfully,  no  doubt,  again  and  again  and  again. 

CEXSORSHIPS    .AND    SUMPTL'ARV    LEGISI,.A.TION     P.ARTNERS. 

The  thorn-strewn  trail  of  man's  progress  from  Mud  to  Manhood  and 
from  Bestiality  to  Brains  supplies  no  more  distinguishing  feature  than  the 
gradual  lessening  of  fetters  on  thought  and  the  right  to  have  that  thought 
put  against  other  thought  in  the  turbulent  areua  of  competition.  When  he 
reached  the  stage  of  racial  uplift  at  which  la^v  and  government  came  into 
being,  he  immediately  sought  to  transfer  to  written  statute  the  necessity 
for  observance  of  the  pygmean  customs,  the  physical  and  mental  prohibitions, 
theretofore  unwritten  but  ne\  ertheless  terrible.  Considerable  of  their  efficacy 
had  been  slowly  wearing  avray,  but,  notwithstanding,  much  remained. 
Sum.ptuary  legislation — or  the  idea  of  forcing  conformity,  down  to  the 
smallest  acts — -proceeded  hand  in  hand  with  lush  legislation  from  the  solar 
plexus — or  the  idea,  we  might  interpret  it,  of  forcing  conformity,  down  to 
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the  least  consequential  of  thoug-hts.  Nothinj^-  was  to  be  free.  In  less 
civili/ccd  ag"es  dress  and  fashion  and  manners  and  ail  kinds  of  purely  per- 
sonal conduct  fell  under  the  resj;"ulatini4-  edicts  of  the  State, — stick  in  hand 
and  nothing  if  not  paternal,- — alon^-  with  thought  and  speech  and  what 
passed  for  literature.  It  was  unsafe  to  branch  out  away  from  the  Grundian 
models,  unsafe  to  think  or  do  any  least  thing  that  was  spontaneous,  indi- 
vidualistic and  natural.  For  the  minions  of  the  law.  in  commission  to 
Grundv,  were  endowed  with  stalwart  Grundian  powers. 

And,  mirdhila  dicfu,  throug^hout  all  social  strata,  the  view,  the  obsession, 
born  o'i  the  ignorance  and  self-interest  of  usurping  governing-  classes,  that 
this  world-penitentiary  of  thoug^ht  and  deed,  of  life  itself,  was  a  beneficent 
institution,  prevailed  with  slowly  decreasing-  tenacity  for  uncounted  years. 

Latitude  of  belief,  however,  increased,  and  within  limits  diverg-ences  were 
finallv  permitted.  Did  an  opponent  anger  you  with  pungent  and  sinewy 
arguments  ?  In  some  way — Reason  aside-— he  must  be  compelled  to  silence. 
Was  it  hard  to  meet  with  equanimity  the  log'-ical  assaults  of  some  impiousl\- 
recaicitrant  sect?  Invoke  the  law,  the  police  powers  ;  get  the  leaders  in 
durance,  if  practicable.  Even  the  -Apostle  Paul,  the  virile  founder  of  low]\- 
Christianit\',  declared  of  sectaries  who  ventured  to  dispute  doctrines  enter- 
tained by  him  that  "  their  mouths  must  be  closed."  And  down  to  these 
present  days  what  more  habitual  among  illiterate  and  degraded  members 
of  the  deluded  Fourth  Estate  than  ftir  disputai-its  to  have  recourse  to  that 
renowned  time-worn  argument  "  Soak  him  on  the  jaw  "  ?  "  Is  the  Pope 
anvthing  but  an  Italian  cat's  paw  ?  "  _  '  Step  out  into  the  entry  and  I'll 
show  you  whether  he  is  or  not." 

"The  Egyptians,  with  an  impudent  prudence,  interdicted,  upon  pain  of 
hanging,  that  anyone  should  say  that  their  gods,  Serapis  and  Isis,  had 
t'ormerlv  been  men,  and  yet  no  one  was  ignorant  that  they  had  been  such, 
and  their  effigies,  represented  with  the  finger  upon  the  mouth,  signified, 
says  Varro,  this  mysterious  decree  to  their  priests,  to  conceal  their  mortal 
original,  as  it  must,  by  necessary  consequence,  annul  all  the  veneration 
paid  to  them.  .  .  .  There  is  nothing  to  which  men  commonly  are  more 
inclined,  than  to  make  way  for  their  own  opinions  ;  where  the  ordinary 
itieans  fail  us,  wc  add  command,  force,  fire  and  sword.  'Tis  a  misfortune 
to  be  at  such  a  pass  that  the  best  test  of  truth  is  the  multitude  of  believers, 
in  a  crowd,  where  the  multitude  of  fools  so  much  exceeds  the  wise 
(Montaigne  :    "  Essays  "). 

"  27.    The  canon  law  forbids  all  toleration. 

"  28.    The    metropolitans   and    bishops   are   to   excommunicate   him  who 
grants  liberty  of  conscience. 

"29.    No    oath    is   to   be    kept    toward    heretic  princes,  lords  or  others  " 
(From  the  Canon  Law). 

Printing,  the  lamp  of   the   mind,  was  invented   in   the  sixteenth  century. 
Here  was  a  factor,  permeating  and   masterful,  capable  of  rejuvenating  the 
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world  of  man  from  castle  on  the  hill  to  noisome  liovel.  Intelliyence  ram- 
pant. Ideas  floatini^  in  typoyfrapliical  permanence  into  the  netliermost 
.hamlets  of  debauched  and  torpid  iMedirevalism. 

But  no  I  That  would  not  do — it  would  be  out  of  place.  People  were 
made  to  believe,  not  to  read.  Governiny^  puissance,  scared  at  its  own 
shadow,  seized  upon  this  stupendous  ag"ent  for  human  weal  as  if  it  were 
from  the  pit,  a  vicious  contraption  of  the  Very  Imp.  Laws,  exorbitant 
stamps,  rigid  censorships,  and  wholly  czaresque  interdictions  reduced  the 
printing'  of  papers  to  a  paltry  arm  and  confederate  of  the  government.  In 
stead  of  being  the  hope  of  the  people,  it  became  an  expensive  luxury, 
dangled  beyond  the  reach  of  average  man — who  could  not  then  read,  any- 
way. (And  no  one  wished  to  teach  him.)  Liberty  of  the  press,  so  far  as 
were  concerned  the  old  statutory  meddlings,  became  a  fact  in  England  in 
1693,  but  in  the  Continental  countries  it  has  not  yet  been  entirely  won, 
after  four  supreme  centuries,  from  the  grisly  grip  of  Those  Who  Are  Afraid 
oi'  Reason. 

"The  press  is  an  instrument  well  adapted  for  disturbing  the  functions  of 
g"overnment,  and  committing  injuries  ag'ainst  reputation  ;  and  when  its 
power  as  a  political  engine  was  first  discovered,  the  European  governments 
took  it  into  their  own  hands,  no  one  being  allowed  to  print  any  work  till  it 
had  obtained  the  sanction  of  the  proper  authorities.  The  clergy  also,  in 
behaif  of  the  papal  hierarchy,  claimed  a  share  in  the  censorship,  where 
questions  of  religion  were  concerned.  In  England,  at  the  Reformation, 
the  control  of  the  press  came  to  be  more  completely  centred  in  the  crown 
than  elsewhere,  the  ecclesiastical  in  addition  to  the  secular  department 
being  vested  in  Henry  VIII.  as  temporal  head  of  the  church.  .  .  .  A  more 
or  less  rigorous  censorship  of  the  press  exists  in  most  European  states. 
There  is  often  no  direct  supervision  previous  to  publication,  but  the  official 
censor  has  it  in  his  power  to  stop  any  publication  which  he  deems  objec- 
tionable, to  confiscate  the  edition,  and  to  prosecute  the  author  and  editor. 
Newspapers  and  pamphlets  arc  generally  subjected  to  a  stricter  censorship 
than  larger  works  "  (Chambers'  Encyclopaedia,  art.  "Freedom  of  the  Press"). 

(7o  be  continued.) 


HE   NEVER   LIKED  A    PANAMA. 

Rev.  Will-oo-be-good  was  offering  special  Friday  bargain  iaducements 
to  make  the  come-to-the-Savior  business  a  success,  and  Tom  was  telling 
his  spouse  of  the  parson's  offer  : 

"  He  said  that  he  would  give  a  $10  Panama  hat  to  every  man  who  would 
hold  up  his  right  hand  and  say  that  he  had  always  been  faithful  to  his  wife, 
but  not  a  hand  moved." 

"  Why  didn't  you  hold  up  yours,  Tom?  " 

"  Now,  Maria,  wouldn't  I    look  nice  in  a  Panama  hat?      Not  for  mine." 
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THOUGHTS  OF  A  THINKER. 

BY    T.     DUGAN,    ALBANY,    X.Y. 

:u: 


THE   UNIVERSE,   AND    MAN'S    RELATION    TO    IT,   FROM    THE 
SCIENTIFIC  AND  THE   CHRISTIAN   POINTS  OF  VIEW. 

I. 

"The  source    of    man's    unhappiness   is    his    ignorance    of   nature." — liARON 
d'Holrach. 


The  word  "  Universe,"  according-  to  the  dictionary,  sii^niRes  "  the  whole 
system  of  created  thing's,  heaven  and  earth,  and  all  that  pertains  to  them." 
Up  to  the  time  of  Copernicus  the  Christian  Church  maintained  that  the 
earth  was  flat,  and  that  it  was  a  certain  number  of  days'  journey  in  one 
direction, its  leng-th,  and  a  certain  number  in  another  direction,  its  breadth; 
and  anv  person  who  dared  to  maintain  the  contrary  was  punished  by  being 
imprisoned,  tortured,  orburnt  to  death. 

The  Clnirch  also  maintained  that  heaven  was  above  the  earth,  and  that 
the  king'  of  the  universe  resided  there,  surrc^unded  by  beings  called  ang^els, 
and  the  saints  which  the  chiirch  canonized,  and  also  the  souls  of  all  those 
who  believed  in  its  doctrines.  It  also  claimed  that  Man  was  a  special 
creation  of  God,  and  that  he  was  possessed  of  an  entity  called  a  soul, 
which  soul  eventually  ascended  to  heaven,  provided  the  possessor  of  it 
conformed  to  all  the  observances  of  thj  church,  and  received  "  extreme 
unction  "  previous  to  death,  whereas  all  those  who  failed  to  conform  to 
those  conditions  were  g-ivGn  over  to  the  care  of  his  Satanic  Majesty,  the 
chief  ruler  of  the  under-world,  termed  /i'V/.  This  Itell  was  located  under- 
neath or  within  the  earth,  and  the  volcanoes  were  its  chimneys. 

If  any  Christian  at  the  present  time  should  dispute  this  statement  in 
reference  to  the  location  of  heaven  or  hell,  call  his  atteiition  to  the  fact  that 
the  tower  of  Babel  was  attempted  to  be  built  for  the  purpose  of  ascending- 
to  it,  and  that  the  Christian  God  came  down  for  the  very  purpose  of  pre- 
venting it  beings  built,  by  confounding-  the  people's  lang-uag-e,  and  according 
to  the  Bible  he  succeeded.  Call  his  attention  also  to  the  fact  that  Jacob 
climbed  up  to  heaven  by  a  ladder,  and  that  Elijah  weiit  there  in  a  cloud  of 
fire.  Also,  that  Christ  himself,  according^  to  the  gospels,  was  seen  as- 
cending, until  he  disappeared  from  view  ;  and  also  that  St.  Paul  himself 
went  there,  and  then  came  back,  and  told  all  about  his  journey  to  this  par- 
ticular place. 

If  you  ask  them  now  where  this  place  is  or  where  hell  is,  they  cannot 
tell  you.  But  I  can  tell  you.  It  is  solely  in  the  imag-ination  of  the  dupes 
of  those  desig-ning   men   who   arc   identified   with   the  church   in   deceiving: 
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simple-minded  people.      Such  was  the  condition  of  belief  in  reference  to  the 
world  up  to  the  time  of    Copernicus. 

Copernicus  was  a  native  of  Poland,  born  in  1473,  and  died  in  1543,  ag-ed 
70  vears.  He  wrote  a  book  on  astronomy,  and  had  it  printed  secretly  in 
Holland,  and  for  35  years  he  did  not  dare  give  it  publicity.  On  his  death- 
bed he  held  it  in  his  hand,  and  after  his  death  it  was  openly  given  to  the 
world.  Then  its  author  was  beyond  the  reach  of  those  who  would  have 
burned  him  at  the  stake. 

Previous  to  the  publication  of  this  book,  the  church  maintained  that  this 
world— the  earth — was  the  centre  of  the  universe,  and  that  the  sun,  moon, 
and  stars  were  specially  created  in  order  to  give  it  light,  and  that  sun, 
moon,  stars,  earth,  and  every  living  thing — including  even  the  heavens — 
were  created  less  than  6,000  years  ago. 

The  church  also  maintained  that  some  distance  above  the  earth  there 
was  a  place  in  which  God  kept  water  stored,  as  if  in  a  huge  tank,  and  all 
that  was  required  to  obtain  rain,  in  case  of  a  drouth,  was  that  the  church 
should  pray  to  God  to  send  what  was  necessary  for  their  present  wants, 
;uid  then  he  complied  with  their  wishes,  the  angels  would  withdraw  the 
the  plugs,  and  down  it  would  pour.  Sonietimes  the  plugs  would  remain 
open  too  long,  and  then  they  would  appeal  to  him  to  stop.  If  he  did  not 
comply  with  their  pravers,  it  was  because  they  were  not  worthy,  having 
committed  some  terrible  sins  which  angered  him.  In  the  same  way,  it  they 
were  oppressed  by  a  bad  king  they  had  to  put  up  with  him  because  they 
were  sinners  in  the  "  eves  "  of  God  ;  and  if  their  king  was  a  good  man  it 
was  because  God  was  pleased  with  them.  E\erything  was  attributed  to  a 
cause,  the  cause  being  alleged  to  be  influenced  by  the  conduct  of  the 
people,  let  the  consequences  be  what  they  might. 

Following  Copernicus  came  Giordano  Bruno,  whom  the  church  burned 
in  the  city  of  Rome  in  1600  .-^.d.  ;  and  following  him  came  Galileo,  who 
escaped  death  by  recanting,  but  he  was  confined  in  prison  for  17  years  and 
was  only  liberated  when  70  years  oi'  age  and  blind.  Then  came  Newton, 
who  discovered  the  law  of  gravitation,  and  so  on,  one  following  another 
up  to  our  own  times,  when  the  law  of  the  "  Conservation  and  Correlation 
of  Forces "  was  discovered  in  1S42,  and  the  law  of  "Evolution"  by 
Spencer  and  Darwin. 

To  "  cap  the  climax,"  in  reference  to  the  form  of  the  earth,  was  lett  to  a 
Portuguese  sailor  named  Ferdinand  Magellan,  who  di>covered  a  passage 
through  the  southern  end  of  South  America  into  the  Pacific  Ocean,  which 
passage  was  named  after  him,  the  "  Straits  of  Magellan."  This  feat  of 
Magellan  of  sailing  round  the  world  silenced  the  church  from  that  day  to 
this,  and  confirms  the  theories  of  Copernicus,  Bruno,  and  Galileo. 

It  is  terrible  to  contemplate  all   the   cruelties  and  horrors  perpetrated  by 
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the  church  upon  men  because  they  made  discov-eries  and  uttered  opinions 
in  reference  to  the  universe  contrary  to  those  held  by  the  church  ;  and  yet 
the  church  still  holds  up  its  head  and  claims  to  be  the  sole  depository  of 
the  truth,  that  the  truth  is  not  known  outside  of  its  institution,  and  that 
all  those  who  are  not  affiliated  w-ith  its  org;anization  are  lost  for  all  eternity. 

Here  is  an  institution  which  knows  not  what  a  telescope  is,  nor  a  micro- 
scope, nor  any  instrument  familiar  to  the  ordinary  scientist,  dictatin"^  to 
men  how  they  shall  act  and  think  in  reference  to  the  world  they  live  in,  or 
to  that  which  is  evident  to  their  senses  or  reasonin<^  faculties.  Here  is  an 
institution  which  was  so  supreme  in  Galileo's  time  that  when  he  introduced 
his  telescope  there  was  no  man  outside  of  himself  that  would  dare  to  place 
b.is  eye  to  its  eye-piece,  to  ii;-lance  at  a  star  or  a  planet,  for  fear  they  would 
endang-er  the  salvation  of  their  souls.  Here  is  an  institution  where  the 
only  mode  of  prescribing-  for  all  kinds  of  disease  was  by,  or  with,  "  ho!}- 
water,"  candles,  prayers,  fastings,  and  pilgrimages  from  one  shrine  to 
another  ;  emasculating  and  starving  the  body  to  exalt  the  mind.  In  other 
words,  producing- insanities  among  multitudes,  and  producing  a  literal  hell 
upon  earth.  Here  was  an  institution  opposed  to  all  cleanliness,  all  sanitary 
laws  of  every  description,  who  would  consider  it  to  be  the  quintessence  of 
piety  and  holiness  to  permit  all  kinds  of  vermin  to  accumulate  and  breed 
upon  their  persoi>;,  and  who  would  consider  it  a  terrible  sin  to  remove  one 
of  them.  Yes,  and  even  ^o  so  far  as  to  emasculate  themselves  and  con- 
sider it  a  great  virtue. 

It  is  this  spirit  which  built  up  this  institution — it  was  upon  the  fc>l!ies  of 
mankind  it  flourished.  It  was  the  soil  in  which  it  took  root — the  ig-norance 
and  barbarism  of  those  who  existed  as  mere  animals  in  those  debased  times. 

The  people  who  founded  the  Roman  Empire  were  devoted  to  their 
country,  and  the  consequence  was,  they  built  up  a  world-power,  whereas, 
when  Monkery  became  established,  then  their  country  was  forgotten — their 
whole  minds  were  then  concentrated  upon  securing  the  salvation  of  their 
souls  only,  and  as  for  their  country,  they  never  gave  it  a  thoug-ht,  with  the 
result  that  it  perished  147  years  after  the  Council  of  Nice  was  held,  when 
that  institution  became  identified  with  the  government  througfh  the  Emperor 
Constantine.  It  fell,  as  I  state,  147  years  after  that  event,  and  was  cap- 
tured and  pillaged  by  barbarians,  and  has  never  raised  its  head  since,  as  a 
secular  power,  until  the  advent  of  Victor  Emmaiuiel  38  years  ago,  at  the 
time  of  the  Franco-Prussian  w^ar.  Then  the  French  troops  were  withdrawn 
from  Rome,  which  gave  the  people  an  opportunity  to  secure  their  rights, 
and  since  that  day  they  are  beginning  to  progress  as  rapidly  as  is  necessary 
for  their  full  development. 

This  monkish  power  is  now  raising  its  old  and  hoary  head  in  this 
country,  and  unless    this  people  have  a  care  there  will  be  trouble.      It  can 
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-.over  rest — its  nature  is  to  secure  supreme  power,  and  as  there  are  men  in 
this  country  whose  chief  ambition  is  to  secure  political  power,  they  will  do 
all  they  can  to  aid  and  assist  it  in  order  to  secure  the  voces  of  its  adherents. 
Between  these  two  classes — tlie  politicians  and  the  priests — this  countr\' 
is  menaced  and,  unless  the  people  have  a  care,  we  will  see  a  repetition  here 
of  that  which  transpired  in  the  Roman  Empire  1500  years  ago — the  Decline 
•and  Fall  of  the  American  Republic. 

(7o  b''  ronfinuf'd.) 
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'BILLY"    SUNDAY    AND    REVIVALISTS' 
•  METHODS. 


BY    B.     F.     UNDERWOOD,     OUiN'CV,     ILL.       • 

Rky.  James  Robert  Smith,  a  Cong-re.'jationaHst  minister  of  Quincy,  111,, 
is  not  only  a  man  of  fine  character,  of  unquestioned  courage  and  sincerity, 
but  he  has  the  reputation  of  being  a  clergynian  who  represents  advanced 
religious  tlioaght,  and  instead  of  ignoring  the  results  of  modern  science 
and  preaching  theology  as  it  was  believed  half  a  century  or  more  ago, 
recognizes  the  v."ork  of  modern  reseiirch  and  modern  criticisin,  and  aims 
to  bring"  h,is  ideas  a.nd  interproLations  into  harmony  with  evolutionary 
thought.  The  writer  has  several  times  hea-d  Mr.  Smith  preach  and  he 
was  piea.sed  not  onlv  with  his  spirit,  l:!Ut  with  his  up-to-date  conceptions. 
His  discourses  contain  indications  of  his  acquaintance  to  some  extent  and 
in  a  general  way,  at  least,  with  the  great  truths  which  iiave  during  the 
last  tv.-o  decades  been  revolutionizing  theological  b'cliefs  as  well  as  the 
teachings  of  zoology,  botany,  anthropology,  philology  I'.nd  most  of  the 
other  sciences.  Such  doctrines  as  that  of  the  original  perfection  and  the 
subsequent  fall  of  man  and  those  dogmas  based  upon  tliese  ancient  beliefs, 
of  course,  have  no  place  in  the  reformed  theology  any  mote  than  has  the 
doctrine  of  the  arbitrary  creation  and  fixity  of  species  in  the  reahn  of 
zoology.  To  the  writer  it  has  been  gratifying  that  Quincy  has  so  worthy 
and  able  a  representative  of  the  niore  rational  and  liberal  theolog}'  speak- 
ing from  an  orthodox  pulpit. 

But  recently  the  writer  heard  Mr.  Smitli  preach  on  "  Bil!y  Sund;iy  and 
the  meaning  to  us  of  his  coming."  What  a  change  !  Mr.  Smith  spoke 
like  a  man  broken  in  spirit,  who  was  disappointed  with  the  result  of  his 
work  in  this  city,  and  was  now  ready  to  change  his  methods  and  to  try  to 
make  accessions  to  his  oven  and  other  churches  by  encouraging  the  Billy 
Sundav  sort  of  preaching,  so  directly  in  contrast  to  h.is  own  admirable 
methods.      He    returned   recently  from   Decatur,  where    he    went    to  inter- 
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\  iew   and    hear   the    famous    evang'elist,  and    he  spoke   as    if  he  had    been 
hN'pnOii^ied  or  psycholoj^ized  by  the  revivaHst  and  spellbinder. 

A'thoui^h  Mr.  Sunday  stands  tor  the  old  crude,  archaic  theories  and  ideas 
which  Mr.  Smith  has  been  criticising^  from  his  pulpit,  although  Mr.  Sunday 
is  ii^-norant  of,  and  can  only  ridicule  the  g"reat  truths  of  evolution,  aithoug-h 
Mr.  Sunday  is  a  bigot,  who  can  see  no  g"ood  in  anv  of  the  liberal  forms  of 
Christianity,  even  descending"  to  say  that  "  it  was  Unitariat^s  who  crucified 
Christ,"  althoug^h  a  revival  of  decaying"  dogmas  and  a  recrudescence  of 
the  evil  spirit  of  iato'.erance  are  sure  tc^  result  from  Mr.  Sunday's  appeals 
wherever  they  are  efTective,  Mr.  Smith  states  that  he  is  g'oing"  to  devote 
considerable  time  during"  the  present  year  to  the  work  of  preparing"  for  the 
c  ■)  niiv.^  ot  this  evang"elist,  wha  is  n_it3j  for  the  larg-e  crowds  he  draws  and 
tl":e  "  converts  "  he  makes.  If  this  does  not  show  a  reactionary  con- 
dition of  mind,  then  the  writer  does  not  understand  it  and  is  unable  fitly 
to  characterize  it. 

It  is  not  claimed  that  Mr.  Sunday  is  to  enlig"hten  the  people  of  Quincy, 
that  he  is  to  inspire  them  with  k^fty  moral  ideas,  that  he  is  to  illustrate  in 
his  methods  the  gentle  and  g"enerous  spirit  of  the  Nazarene,  but  that  he  is. 
to  t^ke  the  "  lang"uag;e  of  the  street,"  lang"uage  that  is  coarse  and  some- 
times on  the  borderland  between  decency  and  indeceucy,  and  by  a  manner 
that  is  terrorizing",  hypnotizing"  and  paralyzing^,  to  "  bring  men  to  Christ" 
in  herds  and  to  arouse  the  whole  :ity  to  a  hig"h  pitch  of  interest  and  excite- 
ment over  Billy  Sunday  andhisg"reat  work."  Tell  it  not  inGath,  publish  it 
not  in  the  streets  of  Askelon." 

Does  Mr.  Sunday  make  habitually  dishonest  men  honest,  the  habitual 
falsifier  truthful,  the  man  who  is  unjust  more  willing"  to  meet  his  oblig"a- 
tions,  men  of  wealth  more  charitable  to  the  poor,  and  the  poor  more  able 
to  rise  from  the  hard  conditions  imposed  upon  them  by  poverty  ?  Does 
Billy  Sunday  imbue  men  with  love  of  truth  and  free  their  minds  from 
prejudice,  big'c">try,  and  intolerance  ?  He  denounces  dancing  and  card 
playing"  as  if  they  were  the  chief  personal  and  social  sins  of  the  age.  The 
writer  never  danced  or  played  a  game  of  cards  in  his  life  (althoug^h  he  has 
done  many  things  much  worse),  yet  he  has  never  been  able  to  see  an'," 
offence  in  these  amusemer.ts,  and  to  put  a  community  in  a  state  of  excite- 
ment over  them  and  sin">ilar  "  sins  "  seems  like  making"  a  g"reat  fuss  over  a 
small  matter  while  neglecting  "  th.e  weightier  matters  of  the  law."  These 
amusements  have  existed  from  the  earliest  tinie,  and  they  will  continue 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  years  after  Mr.  Sunday  is  g"one  and  forgfotten. 
Intemperance,  which  Mr.  Sunday  also  denounces,  every  one  admits  is  a 
deplorable  evil,  but  it  never  has  been  and  never  will  be  suppressed  or 
eradicated  by  any  such  spasmodic  and  irrational  methods  as  those  of  Billy 
Sunday.      lie  may  arouse  unreasoning"  fanatical  opposition,  and  his  efforts 
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mav  result  even  in  closing-  saloons  here  and  there.  But  such  methods 
have  never  diminished  the  evils  of  intemperance  nor  destroyed  the  desire 
for  stimulants  and  narcotics.  This  is  a  work  of  education  which  cannot 
be  shifted  upon  those  who  employ  the  methods  and  encourag^e  the  inqui- 
sitorial, puritanical  spirit  which  subordinates  personal  liberty  and  indivi- 
dualism to  the  proscriptive  spirit  of  those  who  want  to  enforce  their  ideas 
and  their  rule  upon  everybody.  Mr.  Sunday's  methods  will  never  develop 
sturdy  manhood  with  intellectual  freedom  and  independence  and  real  moral 
principle.  Mr.  Sunday  is  an  autocrat,  whose  talk  is  for  mental  and  moral 
weaklings,  and  whose  worshipers  are  the  great  anonymous  multitude  that 
have  no  uninherited  convictions  and  no  fixed  principles  dominant  in  their 
character  and  lives.      To  this  class  Mr.  Smith  does  not  belong. 

"  Getting  up  revivals  "  is,  in  these  days,  a  business.  Its  conditions 
and  methods  are  as  well  understood  as  are  those  of  a  political  campaign. 
God  has  no  more  to  do  with  one  than  with  the  other.  The  most  favorable 
time  for  a  revival  is  the  winter,  when  people  can  assemble  in  churches  or 
halls,  and  periods  following  business  and  industrial  disturbances,  which  are 
always  accompanied  by  a  feeling  of  insecurity,  depression,  and  g'oom. 
The  writer  recalls  the  revival  of  1857,  which  followed  the  financial  crash 
of  that  year,  and  when  religous  excitement,  now  generally  sporadic,  was 
epidemic  throughout  the  country,  when  the  papers  were  full  of  reports  oi' 
conversions  of  "  plug  uglies,"  "  shoulder  hitters,"  "  dead-rabbits  "  and  men 
of  that  type.  .\  hundred  thousand  members,  it  is  said,  joined  the  churches, 
but  what  of  it  ?  What  great  reforms  followed  the  excitement  ?  Gradua'ly 
grew  from  that  time  in  the  orthodox  churches,  among  the  more  intelli- 
gent people,  the  belief  that  additions  to  the  churches  thus  made  were  so 
much  of  a  handicap  to  their  spiritual  growth  and  influence,  because  of  the 
quality  of  the  men  and  women  brought  into  the  churches,  that  the  work  of 
evangelists  from  the  highest  standpoint  was  of  very  questionable  value. 

Religious  revivals  of  the  Billy  Sunday  sort  mean,  of  course,  large  meet- 
ings, with  conditions  favorable  for  the  imitative  susceptibilities  which  are 
a  part  of  human  nature.  Yawning  begets  yawnings,  coughing  may  be 
started  in  a  congregation  by  one  or  two  individuals  ;  joy  and  grief  are 
contagious.  So  the  conditions  of  religious  revivals  are  both  endemic  and 
epidemic.  One,  two  or  more  persons  becoming  excited,  apprehensive  of 
their  future,  "convicted,"  "anxious"  and  "  converted,"  others  become 
alike  affected  until  the  excitement  spreads  though  the  whole  congregation, 
the  most  emotional,  children  and  women,  being  the  first  affected. 

A  primary  condition  of  a  religious  revival  is  the  belief  that  man  is  in  his 
natural  condition  "  lost."  This  belief  is  generally  faint  now,  but  a  revival 
revives  it  and  makes  it  an  active  force  again,  as  it  was  when  fanatics, 
having  the  power,  tortured  heretics  and  burned  or  hanged  witches.      With 
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this  hclief  must  be  a  conviction,  which  is  a  part  of  the  business  of  the 
reviva'Ist  to  intensify,  that  the  way  nnd  the  only  way  to  escape  eternal 
torment  is  to  profess  belief  in  what  the  evanq-elist  preaches,  and  to  do  as 
he  directs.  The  conditions  complied  with  conversion,  of  course,  follows, 
and  then  comes  the  peace  and  satisfaction  resultinc^  fro.n  belief  that  the 
g-re-it  duty  has  been  performed  and  that  salvation  from  sin  has  been 
secured  thou!j;"h  the  g"reat  plan  of  \'icariousness. 

The  evangfeiist  himself  is  a  very  important  factor.  Mr.  Smith  could  not 
i^et  u:)  a  revival  to  .save  his  soal  from  purpfatory.  He  thinks  too  much, 
he  isn't  emotional  enou^ii.  A  revivalist  must  be  a  man  of  limited  reason- 
iui.;"  powers  or  at  least  whose  ration.al  faculty  is  s-abordinated  to  feeling'  ;  a 
man  Vv^ho  is  not  g"iven  to  argument,  who  does  not  encourage  deep  reflec- 
tion, but  is  able  to  arouse  the  sensibilities  of  men  and  women  ;  a  m;ui  who 
is  confident,  dogmatic,  despotic,  intoler.'uit,  with  some  knowledge  of 
ordinary  human  nature  and  able  to  touch  all  the  keys  of  the  human  heart, 
capable  of  overwhelming"  his  victims  with  terror  and  melting  them,  by  his 
pathos,  to  sympathy  and  tears. 

Revival  of  the  relig'ious  instinct  bv  illegitimate  methods  is  fraught  with 
peril.  Tlie  religious  instinct  is  deep  in  man's  nature,  and  is  associated 
with  the  lower  animal  impulses.  Religion  in  Emerson  and  in  men  like 
Mr.  Smith  takes  the  form  of  reverence  for  the  Infinite,  with  love  of  truth 
and  moral  enthusiasm,  but  with  savag"es  it  takes  the  forin  o'i  incantation, 
orgies,  excursions  against  hostile  tribes,  of  murderous  acts.  Piiysioiogists 
and  psychologists  have  dwelt  upon  the  fact  that  there  is  connected  with 
the  religious  feeling  the  sexual  instin.ct,  marjifestations  of  which  were  so 
prominent  even  in  Puritanical  days  in  New  Faigiand,  and  duririg  revi\als 
in  more  recent  years  in  Kentucky  and  Indiana.  .Archdeacon  J.  M.Wilson, 
D.  D.,  late  head  master  of  Clifton  College,  England,  says  :  "  Emotional 
appeals  aiid  revivals  do  not  destroy  carnal  sin  in  our  schools.  It  is  well 
known  how  they  seem  to  often  stimulate,  to  increase  immorality." 

Mr.  Smith  sees  in  Sunday  a  man  called  of  (lod.  We  do  not  beliexe 
that  God  ever  called  a  man  to  defend  error  in  opposition  to  progress  and 
to  oppose  great  truths  which  it  has  taken  centuries  of  sacrifice  and 
strug''g!e  to  establish.  "  Converted  to  Christ  "  is  a  term  which  ma}'  mear> 
much  or  little,  and  the  use  of  such  an  expression  which,  in  the  popular 
mind  has  sacred  associations,  should  not  blind  us  to  the  unworthy  methods 
emp!o}ed  b}'  a  man  who  contributes  nothiing  to  the  funds  of  knowledge, 
whose  style  is  course  and  whose  whole  bearing  must  tend  to  degrade  the 
taste,  to  dull  the  mora!  sense,  and  to  injure  rather  than  to  benefit  a 
C(5mmunitv. 


It  is  a  long  way  up  the  hill   if  you  think  about  it  all  the  time. — Selected. 
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SOME   MEDITATIONS. 

"  What  rage  fur  fause  utteiuls  Itoth  gi-eat  and  small  ; 
Better  be  damned  than  myntioned  not  at  all." 

We  have  just  seen  an  exhibition  of  it  :  the  elections  are  over 
and  as  man\-  as  could  secure  votes  enough  are  our  representa- 
tives in  Parliament.  The  cases  are  few  where  the  office  soug-ht 
the  man,  but  many  where  the  man  soug'ht  the  oifice,  and  ran- 
sacked his  vocabular\-  for  words,  and  his  brain  for  inventions 
that  would  catch  votes.  As  his  chief  aim  is  to  get  a  seat  so 
will  be  his  chief  care  to  liold  that  seat  ;  let  his  steed  gallop 
where  it  will  so  long  as  it  docs  not  take  to  the  timber  and 
scrape  him  oft. 

Does  an\-  sane  person  entertain  the  thouglu  that  the  average 
politician  goes  to  Parliament  to  save  the  people  from  their 
sins  ?  The  greatest  sin  of  which  a  people  can  be  guilt}'  is 
ignorance  oi  how  Avell  to  govern  themselves.  Does  this  Silver 
Tono"ue  care  that  t!ie\-  do  not  know?  If  he  cared,  the  veriest 
blockhead  that  ever  babbled  and  blundered  could  learn  the 
science  of  government  which  is  politics,  but  the  person  who 
does  not  care  can  never  learn.  How  do  we  know"  that  he  does 
not  care  ?  Can  an\-  insincere  person  care  ?  We  know  this 
man  to  be  a  liar  :  he  protests  too  much,  promises  too  much, 
and  seeks  to  make  it  a  personal  matter.  Handshakes,  cigars, 
and  other  considerations  are  off"ered  in  exchange  for  votes. 
Were  he  sincere,  he  would  seek  for  no  man's  vote,  but  having 
stated  his  views  on  government  leave  an  appreciative  people 
to  elect  him. 

What  then  do  the\-  seek  election  for  ? 

FAME,     AND    POSSIBLE    FORTUNE. 

"  The  greas\'  interests  of  praise  and  pudding"  are  as  much 
sought  after  now  as  when  the  Sage  oi  Chelsea  launched  his 
thunderbolts. 

A  case  in  point  is  o{  recent  occurrence.  A  person  called 
W.  D.  McPherson  oft"ered  himself  as  a  candidate  in  W^est 
Toronto  and  bv  some  means  secured  the  nomination.  Inde- 
pendent opposition,  in  the  person  of  A.  W.  Wright,  dug  up 
some  personal  histor\-  relating  to  McPherson's  past,  sliownng 
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thrit  cis  counsel  for  one  side  he  sold  out  to  the  other  side  wliile 
acting  as  juniorcounsel  in  what  has  been  known  as  tiie  Gamc}- 
Case.  In  tr\in"|-  to  replv  to  the  chaii.>-es  Mcpherson  made  a 
•nistake  oi  a  d-iy  and  fell  inio  the  trap  of  producing-  an  envelope 
to  pro\e  his  innc>cence.  The  envelope  proved  his  gui^t,  and 
ful;y  sustained  the  charges  of  tre^iC:iery  to  his  clictit,  to  his 
party,  and  to  the  court  in  which  the  case  was  being  iriixi. 
Was  he  ashaiiied  ?  Possibly,  but  he  brazened  it  out,  and  now 
some  men  caked  honorable  will  have  Lo  sit  beside  hirn  in  Par- 
liament !  !  Hon.  Thomas  Crawford,  with  bovine  stoHdit\- 
heard  it  all  and  took  the  accused  as  his  running  ma;e.  After 
all  the  ''Hon."  Thomas  may  have  hrid  reasons  for  b.-lioving 
that  a  people  who  could  tolerate  a  penurious  and  pious  bull 
dri\er  in  Parliciment  for  fourteen  }  ears  with  a  totad  record  of 
ho, ding  his  seat  and  drawing  hissalar}-,  need  not  be  over  idee 
in  rejecting-  a  dignified  and  scholarly-  gent'eman  wiiose  only 
proved  fault  was  a  bit  of  Iscariotism  fne  )ears  old. 

\  et  with  ail  this  I  readil)-  assent  to  the  proposition  tiiat  the 
world  is  progressing — the  Christian  world — a.nd  tiiat  we  think 
and  act  more  in  accordan.ce  with  the  dictates  of  profit  and  less 
than,  did  our  forbears  in  the  first  centur\- a.d.  A  certain  n:an 
of  .hat  time  is  said  to  have  so:d  his  friend  and  leader  for  certain 
pieces  of  silver,  but  he  was  not  a  statesman  ;  he  cou!d  not,  if 
he  were  hereto-day,  get  a  post  as  messenger  at  the  Parliament 
Buildings,  for  he  funked  his  job.  He  took  the  mone^'  back 
and  threw  it  down  before  his  emplo\ers,  sa)-ing  :  "  I  have 
betrayed  innocent  blood,"  and  he  went  and  hanged  himself. 
He  should  have  said,  if  accused  :  ''  First,  1  never  did  so  fou! 
a  deed  ;  second,  you  can"t  prove  it  ;  third,  there  are  certain 
things  that  are  permissible  to  a  legal  gentleman,  but  winch 
the  etiquette  of  the  profession  forbids  my  speaking  about 
witliout  the  written  consent  of  nry  client."  Poor  Judas  !  he" 
had  die  making  of  a  politician  in  him,  but  he  lacked  nerve. 

But  the  people  elected  him.  Wh)  ?  The  common  herd 
waiit  a  showy  man,  and  also  one  witli  a  puli,  so  that  some 
time  they  may  get  an  equivalent  for  th.eir  vote  by  wa}'  of  some 
fa\  or  at  court.  For  tliat  reason  a  dishonest  man  is  preferable 
to  the  other  kind.  Sometimes  we  hear  of  "  Honest  Tom  " 
or  'MIon.est  John"  being  elected,  but  ii  is  but  another  word 
for  ''Stupid  Tom,"  etc. 

This  fro.m    a  Hd^vElixg. 

•  !.;is(  Moiidiiv  1  !h' I  Icctoi's  certainly  {li(]  sit  «li>\vn  on  Socialism.    '!'i)is  t'niitaslic 


SECULAR  THOUGHT  181 


Jind  perr.ioions  ci-eed — the  outcome  and  tlie  spawn  of  feeble  minds — will  ul'>vay- 
iiave  atti-actions  for  the  ignorant  and  the  poor.  It  flatters  fools  to  preach  t:' 
tlieni  the  doctrine  of  equal  it}'  ;  it  naturally  appeals  to  the  poor  to  be  told  :  'You 
nave  nothing;  you  aie  hungry  and  in  want  ;  your  neighbor  is  wealthy  and  live.s 
in  luxury  ;  all  property  is  robber)''  ;  wliat  he  has  you  are  entitled  to  ;  go  ami 
take  it.'  Were  such  a  condition  as  Socialism  conceivable  oi-  possible  it  could 
lie  onlv  as  the  apotheosis  of  in<Iolence  ;;nd  stupidity." — f'l'iucv.r  hi  tlv:  Mail. 

What  a  shame  that  anyone  should  flatter  ci  fool  by  telling 
him  he  is  hungry  ;  better  let  him  sit  with  Lazarus,  Flaneur  & 
Q.o.  at  Dives'  feet  and  eat  the  crumbs,  while  audibl}'  giving 
thanks  and  mental]}-  feeding  the  flame  of  envy.    Poor  Flaneur  ! 

Prayer  and  Ixsaxitv. 
That  R.ationalism  is  spreading  and  that  the  field  o^  the 
Church  is  more  remarkable  for  acreage  than  for  sound  ears  oi 
corn,  was  well  illustrated  the  other  day  in  Toronto  by  a  couple 
o\  "the  finest."  A  policem.an  in  this  city  is  either  a  good 
Orangeman  or  a  good  Catholic  and  mav  therefore  be  reckoned 
''  plenty  dam  good  Clistun."  Now  two  of  these  devout  guar- 
dians o\  the  peace  saw  a  young  woman  on  Wilton  Avenue  in 
the  very  act  of  committing  a  breach  of  a  city  bs-'aw,  or  a.i 
least  paving  the  way  for  it.  What  did  she  do  ?  She  delibe- 
rate!}' knelt  on  the  street  in  the  attitude  of  silent  pra}-er  ;  then 
went  her  way.  Thc}-  saw  and  followed  her,  and  arrested  her 
on  the  charije  of  insanitN' !  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  police- 
men  Vv-ere  right  in  diagnosing  the  symptoms,  and  it  indicaies 
a  broadening"  of  mind  on  the  part  of  a  class  whom  we  might 
expect  to  be  relig"iouslv  devout  and  therefore  superstitious. 
The  tlireatened  breach  of  the  city  by-lav/s  did  not  occur,  but  it 
mig-ht,  according  to  some.  Suppose  when  she  prayed  silent!}- 
the  Lord  had  replied  audibly,  there  might  have  been  a  crou'd 
gathered  to  hear.  Then  the  minions  of  the  law  w^ould  have  to 
make  the  crowd  move  on,  and  arrest  the  goddlemity  and  the 
girl  for  creating-  a  disturbance,  and  have  them  up  before  the 
Colonel,  who  would  give  him  thirty  days  for  public  speaking'- 
on  the  streets,  and  send  the  girl  to  tlie  Mercer  for  accosting  a 
strange  man  in  public.  If  the  girl  had  spolien  audibl}-  and 
had  said,  "God  bless  me,"  or  "Lord  send  us  showers  or 
blessing,"  that  would  have  been  begging,  and  they  v^^iuld  be 
lax  in  their  dut}-  if  tlie}'  failed  to  run  her  in.  But  none  oi  tlii- 
liappened,  as  hers  was  silent  prayer.  The  bobbies  knew  that 
she  would  not  receive  an  answer,  and  that  only  a  person  oi 
unsound  m.ind  vrould  expect  one,  and  did  what  was  their  out) 
to  do. 
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I  asked  one  of  them  why  they  did  not  arrest  "brother" 
Hall  of  the  City  Mission,  or  the  leaders  of  the  Salvation  AriTi\\ 
for  doing"  the  same  thing  as  the  crazy  g^irl  did  and  in  a  quite 
noisy  manner.  His  reply  showed  a  devotion  to  duty  tempered 
with  tolerance. 

"  Ye  shurely  t'ink  Oi"m  as  big"  a  dam  fool  as  yersilf.  Thim 
fellers  ar-runt  crazy,  not  a  dam  bit.  Sure  Hall,  he  gits  a 
grant  of  fifteen  hunder  dollars  ivery  year  from  the  City  Hall 
tor  dqgn'  his  stunt,  an'  he's  makin'  money  be  it.  So  is  the 
Salvation  chaps  doin"  a  g'ood  business,  but  this  poor  lass 
couldn't  make  nothin'  out  av  it.  No  band,  no  organ,  no 
nothin',  not  aven  a  Jew's  harp  to  con\ert  a  crowd.  Crazy  ? 
Crazy  as  a  bed  bug." 


THE  DREAMERS'  BE-LIEF  IN  AN  A\'ENGIN(i  DEITY. 

Medicine  Hat,  Apr.  23.  —  In  the  Dreamer  trial, Emanuel,  son  of  Christian 
Gill,  and  also  the  prisoner  who  was  on  the  stand  ag"ainst  Nieman  and 
Merkel  Jr.,  was  closely  examined  as  to  his  doing-s  the  nig'ht  Lehr's  house 
was  burned,  but  stuck  to  his  former  story  that  he  had  returned  from  the 
hayfield,  g^one  to  bed  at  9.  30,  and  never  rose  till  the  alarm  of  fire  was 
g"iven  at  2  a.  m.  His  mother  had  shot  at  Lehr's  daug"hter.  He  had  not 
shot  or  poisoned  Lehr's  dog',  and  had  put  out  gfopher  poison.  He  never 
threatened  to  kill  Lehr,  but  he  was  a  Dreamer,  and  believed  that  God 
would  exterminate  all  others.  Jacob  Merkel,  senior,  and  .Almig-hty  God 
were  co-equal,  and  when  Merkel  g-ave  the  word  all  others  would  be 
destroyed. 

Justina  Gill,  mother  of  Emanuel,  w^as  a  careful  witness,  and  either  did 
not  know  or  had  forg"otten  nearly  everything^.  She  also  was  a  Dreamer, 
but  would  g"ive  no  information  about  her  beliefs.  Merkel  was  head  of  the 
church,  because  God,  in  Isaiah  11,  said  so.  She  did  not  know  if  Lehr's 
name  was  mentioned  in  God-Jacob's  letters,  and  refused  to  tell  what  was 
in  them.  The  court  had  the  letters  and  'Knew  what  was  in  them.  She  did 
not  know  if  Lehr's  name  was  discussed  in  the  meeting".  She  had  heard  of 
dreams,  but  not  at  meeting-s.  She  remembered  a  dream  of  Karl  Otto's 
but  had  forgotton  what  it  was  about.  She  knew  Lehr,  but  never  had  anv 
trouble  with  him.  She  did  not  shoot  at  his  children.  She  was  before  the 
court,  but  did  not  know  who  sued  her.  She  was  fined  for  shooting"  al 
children.  .She  had  heard  nothing-  of  Emanuel  cutting"  Michael  Gill's  fence. 
She  knew  he  was  taken  to  Lethbridge  in  connection  with  the  aflTair,  but 
had  a  poor  memory  and  had  forg"otten  all  about  it. 

Mrs.  Daniel  (iill  denied  all  knowledg'e  of  Dreamers.  She  belon_g-ed  to 
the  cong"regation  oi'  the  Children  of  God.  It  was  the  same  church  as 
Merkel  belong"ed  to.  Dreams  were  never  discussed  at  the  meeting's  and 
slie  never  heard  of  any  dreams.  Lehr's  name  was  never  mentioned  in  the 
meetings.  She  had  spoken  to  no  one  since  the  fire  about  the  arrest  of  the 
men.  Witness  then  acknowledg^ed  talking"  over  the  fire  with  .Mrs.  Chris- 
tian (zill  and  Mrs.   Nieman. — Edmonton   Mondiuj  ./oiirndl. 
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The  Cvxadiax  Wr.vnglican  Church. 

The  legitimate  outcome  of  Christian  teachings — and  more 
especially  that  of  the  Protestant  brand — is  nowhere  seen  to 
better  advantage  than  in  the  annual  Synods,  Assemblies,  Con- 
ferences, and  so  on,  of  the  various  quarrelling-  sects  into  which 
the  "indivisible  Church  of  Jesus  Christ"  is  so  multitudinously 
divided.  It  is  at  these  meetings  that  we  see  brouofht  to  a  head 
the  struggles  for  "graft"  of  various  sorts  that  have  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  preachers  of  the  "gospel  of  peace"  during 
the  preceding  }ear,  and  the  varied  interpretations  of  "  Holy 
Writ  "  that  are  used  to  justif}-  them.  One  can  hardl\'  know 
whether  it  is  more  fitting  to  laugh  or  to  weep  at  these  exhibi- 
tions of  piously  vindictive  religious  spleen  and  prostitution  of 
the  human  intellect  by  theological  training  and  ecclesiastical 
cupiditw  The  Church  of  England  claims  that  it  is  the  original 
Christian  Church,  and  the  reports  of  its  recent  Toronto  S\'nod 
would  seem  to  indicate  that,  if  Jesus  really  did  come,  as  the 
gospels  tell  us  he  said  he  did,  to  bring,  "  not  peace,  but  a 
sword,"  there  is  reason  to  admit  the  validity  of  the  claim. 

Possibly  the  erstwhile  Chancellor,  S.  H.  Blake,  is  not  to  be 
regarded  as  altogether  a  tvpical  Anglican,  but  undoubtedly  he 
is  the  most  prominent  xAnglican  layman  in  Canada,  and  spends 
a  vast  amount  of  time  in  Bible  teaching,  preaching,  and  pray- 
ing— all  the  time,  we  imagine,  he  can  spare  without  financial 
loss  from  his  business  of  legal  preying.  In  his  case — there 
are  others  like  him,  of  course — the  Gospel  of  Love  and  Peace 
turns  into  the  Gospel  of  Snarl  and  Bite  ;  and  some  of  his 
friends  are  not  slow  to  retaliate.  On  a  certain  day  two  of  them 
"got  back  "  at  him  in  this  style.  A  big  '.'  scrap"  had  just  been 
amicably  settled,  and  Sam  Blake,  wishing  to  emphasize  the 
settlement,  not  the  quarrel,  began:  "It  is   manifest  that  the 


184  SECULAR  THOUGHT. 

iiiembers  of  S}nod  are  full — "  "  I  object,  "  interjected  one  of 
his  baiters,  "to  Mr.  Bhike's  insinuations — "  "  If  the  Vener- 
able Archdeacon  had  allowed  me  to  finish  my  sentence  he 
would  not  have  made  such  a  foolish  remark,  I  was  about  to 
say  that  the  Synod  is  full  of  the  spirit — "  "  Your  Grace,'' 
(this  was  addressed  w  the  chairman  by  another  interrupter), 
"  I  object  to  Mr.  Blake  casting-  reflections  upon  members-^" 
"  Tut,  tut,"  cried  the  lav\\cr,  '*  allow  me  to  finish.  I  wished 
to  say  that  I  was  i^lad  to  see  tl-e  S}"nod  so  full  o.  ti.o  spii'it  of 
the  Holy  Ghc^st  I  "  And  who  can  help  querying  Wi;ether  the 
learned  gentlenian  really  did  wish  to  ring-  in  his  accjuaintance 
with  the  spirit  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  or  if  his  customar\'  acidu- 
'ated  facial  expression  did  not  justii}   his  tormentors'  fears? 

To  describe  such  a  wraniilinp-  crowd  as  beino'  "full  of  the 
Hc^ly  Ghost"  would  be  a  libel  upon  any  personage  who  had 
the  power  and  the  desire  to  confer  a  conciliatory  spirit  upon 
it.  The  S}"nod  did  its  usual  "  stunt  "  in  the  wa)-  of  dis- 
cussing" "  the  Organic  Unit}'  c^f  Christendom  ;"  but,  as  usual, 
it  made  the  fact  manilcst  that  the  Anglican  idea  of  u.nity  was 
the  acceptance  of  its  form  of  episcopalianism  by  the  cither 
sects.  Were  it  possible,  the  org^anic  union  of  Christendom 
would  l)e  a  stunning  blow  to  libert\-  and  civilization,  and  thus 
it  is  we  nuist  reg'ard  the  quarrels  of  Protestant  schismatics  as 
one  of  the  most  hopeful  sig-ns  of  prog'rcss. 


The   Future  of  Canada. 

Thcii  Canada,  fair!)  handled,  has  a  ''  great  future"  before  it 
no  rational  man  can  den\'.  With  all  its  climatic  drawbacks, 
it  will  at  no  nir  distant  day  be  the  hoitie  of  a  hardy  population 
which  in  mere  numbers  will  place  it  in  tlie  front  rank  of  the 
great  nations  of  the  world.  But  it  is  certain  that  its  progress 
will  be  made  under  the  greatest  difficulties,  both  relig-ious  and 
racial,  as  well  as  political.  If  histor}-  could  afford  a  parallel,  it 
might  be  interestmg  to  note  how  such  difficulties  had  been 
met  in  other  times  ;  but  search  for  such  a  parallel  is  vain,  and 
to  attempt  a  forecast  is  merely  wild  speculation.  The  utmost 
that  can  be  done  is  to  gauge  the  strength  and  vitalit}- of  some 
of  the  most  conspicuous  factors  in  our  national  life. 

First  and  foremost  is  the  religious  element,  and  in  the  verv 
forefront  of  this  eltm'ent  stands  the  Romrm  Catholic  Church. 
When  Canada  was  finally  relinquished  b\-  the  French  Crown 
to  Britain,  the  Catholics  secured  the  insertion  in  the  treatv  of 
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.  clause  guaranteeing"  to  it  in  perpetuity  all  of  its  then  existing 
:  !ghts  and  privileges.  It  may  be  that  the  Catholic  priests  did 
not  at  that  time  appreciate  at  its  true  value  the  effect  of  such 
•  i  far-reaching  provision  ;  the}' were  probably  only  actuated  b\' 
(heir  never-forg-otten  principle  o^  neglecting  nothing,  however 
<ipparently  trivial,  that  may  possibly  tell  for  the  advantage  oi' 
the  Church.  As  a  result,  nearly  one-half  of  the  Canadians  of 
ro-day  are  bound  hand  and  foot  to  Catholicism  and  air  that 
that  implies.  And  it  does  not  mend  matters  to  own  that  the 
mass  of  the  people  are  the  willing  and  obedient  and  almost 
worshipping  slaves  of  the  priests  ;  this  only  proves  how  deep 
into  the  souls  of  the  people  the  religious  virus  has  penetrated. 
The  few  outbursts  of  rationalism  that  have  occurred  serve  to 
demonstrate  the  supremacy  of  the  Church  in  Quebec,  and  it 
is  not  without  reason  that  the  Pope  asserts  that  che  dominion 
he  has  lost  in  continental  Europe  is  more  than  counterbalanced 
bv  the  empire  he  has  gained — and  is  rapidly  enlarging — in  the 
British  isles  and  in  America.  As  for  Canada,  her  Premier  can 
only  retain  his  seat  by  aid  of  the  solid  Catholic  vote,  and  this 
vote  is  controlled  bv  tlie  head  of  the  Canadian  church,  who  in 
his  turn  is  at  the  beck  and  call  of  the  Pope's  legate  at  Ottawa. 
The  sinister  effect  of  these  facts  has  been  manifest  in  several 
recent  events,  and  bodes  ill  for  Canada's  peaceful  progress. 


Who  Governs   Canada  ? 

We  have  been  challenged  to  justify  our  repl;\  to  the  quer-. 
recently  put  by  us  in  the  above  terms.  Some  of  our  friends 
seem  to  have  the  same  idea  oi  "g'overnment "  as  that  of  the 
alleged  "shysters"  at  Ottawa  and  other  capital  cities — that 
the  business  of  the  Government  is  first,  last,  and  all  tlie  time 
to  secure  good  salaries  and  pickings  for  themselves  and  their 
supporters,  and  to  manufacture  as  many  new^  jobs  as  can  be 
invented  to  satisfy  the  greed  of  the  "machine"  engineers. 

It  is  the  unfortunate  prevalence  of  this  distorted  notion  of 
the  office  of  Government  that  causes  the  rational  discussion 
of  important  principles  and  practical  measures  necessary  for 
the  future  welfare  of  the  people  to  take  on  the  aspect  of  purel\ 
academic  and  Utopian  unimportance.  And  thus  it  comes  about 
that,  when  a  public-spirited  man  makes  it  his  business  to  ex- 
pose a  fraud  and  to  endeavor  to  secure  justice  for  himself  and 
his  fellow-citizens,  the  first  question  he  is  called  upon  toanswei- 
is — "What  graft  are  you  after?"  or  some  similar  one. 
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When  it  is  considered  that  the  future  ot  any  country  must 
necessarily  depend  upon  the  physical  and  mental  development' 
of  its  citizens,  it  will  be  admitted  that  the  education  question 
is  in  the  ver\- front  rank  of  ox)vernmental  problems.  Althouo-h 
so  far  the  educational  system  has  hardly  risen  above  the  level 
oi'  bumbledom,  and  is  to-day  prett)-  much  in  the  toils  of  the 
orafter  and  salary-monger,  there  are  not  wanting-  signs  that  a 
vMcarer  idea  of  its  importance  is  beginning  to  prevail.  It  is 
certain,  however,  that  its  most  dead!)-  enemy  is  the  Church  to 
which  we  have  already  referred,  the  work  of  which  is  imitated 
by  the  Protestant  sectarians  as  closely  as  their  thick  heads  and 
their  poor  training  will  permit. 

It  is  a  curious  feature  of  this  matter  that,  while  both  Papists 
and  Protestants  desire  to  force  their  religion  into  the  schools, 
the  latter  demand  study  of  the  Bible  to  be  an  integral  part  o\ 
the  school  curriculum,  while  the  former  more  astutel\-  demand 
its  exclusion  from  the  schools.  If  parents  were  sufhciently 
intelligent  to  aid  their  children  in  their  studies,  Bible  study  in 
the  schools  might  not  be  such  a  bad  thing-;  but  what  both  o\ 
the  religious  parties  are  seeking"  is  simply  a  big  graft  in  the 
shape  of  the  control  of  the  schools  by  their  paid  agents,  or  :i 
full  share  of  the  public  education  fund  to  support  their  owi: 
sectarian  schools. 

The  Persisten'ce  of  Ignorance, 
How  deeplv  this  question  affects  the  future  of  Canada  may 
be  seen  from  the  present  situation.  In  Quebec,  as  we  have 
said,  the  Catholics  are  in  supreme  control,  and  all  citizens  who 
do  not  declare  themselves  members  of  some  other  religious 
sect  are  taxed  at  the  discretion  of  the  bishops  for  the  support 
of  the  Catholic  Church  and  schools.  These  latter  are  carried 
on  in  such  a  way  that  a  few  years  ago  the  Government  inspec- 
tors reported  that  the  only  pretence  for  education  was  the  oral 
teaching  oi'  some  portions  of  the  Catechism  !  The  editor  of 
the  Kingston  Freeman  {!)  had  to  make  a  year  or  two  ago  a 
most  degrading  apology  to  his  bishop  for  suggesting  that  some 
improvement  Idc  made  in  the  school  teaching  ;  and  within  the 
last  decade  there  have  been  two  insurrections  of  students  of 
Quebec  Universities,  in  order  to  secure  better  education.  In 
one  of  these  a  large  number  of  students  left  Laval  and  joined 
McGill  to  place  themselves  on  an  educational  level  with  their 
Protestant  competitors. 


SECULAR   THOUGHT.  1S7 

We  had  a  surfeit  of  the  Manitoba  School  Question  a  decade 
ago,  when  Mr.  Laurier  gained  office  on  the  assertion  that  lie 
had  agreed  with  the  CathoHc  hierarchy  upon  a  settlement  that 
would  satisfy-  all  parties.  As  he  gained  the  solid  Quebec  vote 
by  telling  the  Catholics  there  that  the  settlement  would  be  in 
rheir  favor,  and  secured  a  majority  in  Ontario  b}"  telling  ti;e 
Protestants  that  the  settlement  would  satisfy  them,  we  took 
the  liberty  of  doubting  his  sincerity,  and  were  taken  to  task 
for  doing-  so  bv  some  of  our  softer  Liberal  friends.  The 
settlement  is  still  in  the  future. 

When  the  new  Provinces,  Alberta  and  Saskatchewan,  were 
carved  out  of  the  North-West  Territories,  a  great  injustice  to 
Manitoba  was  perpetrated.  In  spite  of  solemn  promises,  the 
Dominion  Government  refused  to  rectify  her  boundaries  or 
give  to  her  access  to  James  Bay,  although  territories  twenr\' 
times  as  large  as  hers  were  allotted  to  the  new  Provinces  !  A 
reason  for  this  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  Manitoba  still 
refuses  to  help  the  Pope  build  up  his  New  World  Empire  by 
giving  control  of  her  schools  to  the  priests.  If  she  will  only 
do  this,  she  can  make  her  own  terms. 

Under  the  British  North  America  Act  the  matter  of  educa- 
tion is  specially  set  apart  for  Provincial  leg'islation,  but  in 
order  (as  he  says)  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  minority  (in  this 
case  Catholic),  the  Dominion  Premier  has  forced  into  the  Con- 
stitutions of  the  new  Provinces  a  clause  giving  the  Catholics 
complete  control  of  the  education  in  their  sectarian  schools 
in  perpetuity,  with  the  right  to  a  share  of  the  public  funds 
proportionately  fully  equal  to  that  granted  to  the  State  con- 
trolled and  inspected  public  schools.  Catholic  education  in. 
the  North-West  is  thus  pretty  much  on  a  level  with  what  it  is 
in  Quebec  ;  and  it  is  certain  that  Manitoba  can  have  all  her 
claims  satisfied  on  similar  terms. 

We  thus  see  v/hat  a  small  prospect  there  is  of  an}'  great  or 
rational  improvement  in  our  educational  system,  though  the 
need  of  it  is  manifest  on  every  hand.  As  an  instance,  we  may 
mention  what  a  friend  told  us  the  other  day.  Startled  b}  the 
astounding"  reply  m.ade  by  his  message-boy  to  a  question  re- 
garding the  season's  changes,  he  put  the  same  question  to  no 
less  than  a  dozen  boys  and  men,  "intelligent  printers,"  and 
trom  not  one  of  them  did  he  get  anything  but  an  outrageously 
absurd  explanation.  With  the  Catholic  Church  in  complete 
control  of  the  schools  in  which  its  children  are  trained,  we  may 
well  pause  ere  we  give  way  to  enthusiasm  regarding  the  future 
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of  Canada.  Ignorance  undoubtedly  has  a  tendency  to  persist; 
it  is  arrogant,  and  puts  on  airs  of  authority  and  prescriptive 
right  ;  but  deHberately  fostered  b)'  a  powerful  church,  backed 
by  a  corrupt  and  unscrupulous  Government,  it  will  not  easily 
give  way  to  an  enlightened  polic\-. 

Is    THERE    ANY    BiGOTRY    IX    CaXADA  ? 

We  have  been  greatly  amused  by  some  correspondence  on 
this  subject  which  has  appeared  in  the  pages  of  our  contem- 
porary, the  New  York  Truth  Seeker,  some  writers  assorting 
that  Canada  is  in  the  forefront  of  tolerant  nations,  and  that 
the  greatest  freedom  exists  for  the  expression  of  religious  or 
anti-religious  opinions  ;  while  others  assert  that  religious 
bigotry  is  still  rampant,,  and  that  Freethought  views  cannot 
be  openly  expressed  without  danger  of  legal  prosecution  or  of 
social  and  business  boycott  of  the  sharpest  kind.  Sucli  writers 
seem  not  to  be  aware  that  Canada  is  a  verv  large  countr\-  if  it 
has  not  a  very  dense  population  ;  and  they  are  in  just  the  same 
position  as  would  be  a  man  who  should  make  similar  sweeping 
statements  regarding  Europe,  the  United  States  or  Australia. 
Practi-cally,  the  law  is  the  same  in  Canada  as  in  the  States. 
Canada  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  republic,  its  ties  with 
the  mother  country  being  only  nominal  as  far  as  its  civil  laws 
are  concerned.  Like  the  people  oi  the  States,  too,  Canadians 
still  give  way  to  their  inherited  reverence  for  the  possessors  o^^ 
wealth  and  power  and  title,  even  though  the  last  be  onl}-  the 
cheaply  purchased  diploma  of  a  bogus  college.  ;  and  just  as 
American  bigots  are  constantly  making  efforts  to  Christianize 
the  American  people  by  force  of  law,  b\'  forcing  the  Bible  into 
the  schools,  or  by  increasing  the  power  of  the  church  through 
appointment  of  chaplains,  grants  of  money,  exemption  from 
taxation,  suppression  oi  free  speech  by  abuse  of  Police  power 
and  of  a  free  press  by  Post-office  tyrannv,  so  in  Canada  we 
find  the  very  same  forces  at  work  in  the  same  wa\-. 

We  have  in  Canada  a  small  and  ver\-  active,  but  otherwise 
mean  and  contemptible,  Lord's  Day  Alliance,  the  chief  object 
o'i  the  agents  oi  which  appears  to  be  to  travel  around  the 
country  working  up  an  agitation  among  the  church  people  in 
favor  of  a  strict  "  Sabbath"  observance,  enforcing  the  duty  oi 
sp\i ng  upon  the  Sunday  actions  o{  their  less  godly  neighbors, 
and  collecting  funds  to  pa\-  their  legal  parasites'  big  fees  when 
these  cannot  be  squeezed  out  of  the  Attorney-General. 
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These  are  the  people  who  occasionally  prosecute  a  farmer 
for  movhip'  a  wag'on-load  of  ha\-  under  shelter  to  save  it  from 
a  Sunda\-  thunderstorm,  or  a  restaurant-keeper  for  selling-  a 
five-cent  packet  of  sweets  to  a  child  to  eat  after  its  Sunda)- 
dinner. 

These  things  naturally  enough  lead  to  cases  of  hardship 
and  t}ranny.  The  Christian  workman  laughs  when  he  sees 
a  poor  Jew  haled  to  court  and  fined  for  working"  on  Sunda\-, 
though  he  has  religiously  kept  his  "  Sabbath  "  on  the  correct 
day — Saturday;  but  he  hasn't  brains  enough  to  see  that  he  is 
simply  allowing  his  race  prejudice  to  lead  himself  under  the 
yoke  of  his  own  worst  oppressors, 

- — •^*^- 

The  Post-office  Censorship. 

The  Post-office  lav.s  of  both  Canada  and  the  States  are  an 
outrage  on  the  natural  rights  of  citizens  in  free  countries,  but 
as  they  stand  at  present  they  practically  give  supreme  power 
to  the  Postmaster-General  or  a  subordinate  in  his  department, 
whose  decision  can  only  be  reversed  by  an  appeal  to  the  Go- 
vernment or  b}-  upsetting  it.  Above  all,  the  great  fact  stands 
out  that  in  both  countries  the  masses  are  so  deeply  imbued 
with  old  prejudices,  so  slightly  touched  as  yet  by  the  wave  of 
science  that  has  oniy  just  begun  to  sweep  around  the  world, 
so  cowed  by  oppression,  and  so  suspicious  of  the  promoters  of 
the  many  utc^pias  offered  to  them,  that  we  need  not  wonder 
so  many  of  them  are  content  to  suffer  the  ills  they  have  rather 
than  attempt  to  escape  them  bv  seeking  heavens  they  know  so 
little  about.      The  well  of  hope  is  as  unfathomable  as  ever. 

And  yet  it  is  upon  the  spread  of  real  knowledge  among  the 
masses  that  the  hope  of  freedom  and  true  progress  is  finally 
based.  Politicians,  like  ecclesiastics,  will  remain  merely  selfish 
grafters  and  parasites  until  there  is  some  rational  public  senti- 
ment in  favor  of  better  things.  Meanwhile,  it  is  certain  that 
there  will  be  cases  of  legal  oppression  and  injustice  by  agents 
of  both  orders.  We  do  not  think  there  are  so  many  cases  of  this 
sort  in  Canada  as  there  are  in  the  United  States,  but  the  causes 
are  the  same — the  existence  of  out-of-date  old  laws  that  should 
be  repealed  and  the  enactment  of  new  restrictive  legislation  by 
the  collusion  of  corrupt  politicians  with  tyrannical  priests. 

It  is  the  duty  of  Freethinkers  to  do  something  t*o  stem  the 
tide  of  reaction,  but  they,  unfortunately,  seem  almost  as  dead 
to  the  call  of  duty  as  the  ignorant  masses  that  surround  them. 
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It  is  possibly  a  good  thino-  that  some  of  them  get  kicked  b}- 
the  ap-ents  of  the  church  occasional])-.  It  will  serve  them  as 
a  reiniader  Oi  vshat  the\'  mav  expect  if  the}'  do  not  make  an 
effort  to  stem  the  tide  of  political  corruption  and  clerical  reac- 
tion that  is  g'oino-  a  long-  way  to  ruin  the  prospect  of  peaceful 
and  benehceiU  progress  in  both  Canada  arid  tlie  States, 

We  need  not  attempt  to  outline  the  measures  that  should 
be  taken  just  now,  but  one  thing-  seems  clear,  that  every  Free- 
ti-inkjr  shoukl  refuse  his  vote  to  an\'  Parlirimentary  candidate 
who  v.ill  not  pledg'e  himself  to  support  a  measure  in  favor  of 
free  speed',  lo  restrict  the  arbitrary  power  of  the  Postmaster- 
General,  and  to  <ibolish  all  Sunday  pro-relig"ious  legislation 
and  tax  exemptions.  It  is  certain  that  politics  in  Canada  is 
simp' \-  public  g'raft  aided  by  party  superstition,  and  the  fact  is 
that  man\  Freethinkers  place  party  above  all  oiher  considera- 
tions. While  this  is  so,  Free  Speech,  the  very  foundation  o: 
all  true  progress,  will  be  a  thing-  Oi   the  future. 

''Bell,    Book    and  Candle." 

The  rector  of  St.  Luke's  Church,  Toronto,  is  to  be  cong-ra- 
tuhited  on  his  introduction  of  the  '^papistical"  practice  oi 
burning-  candles  on  the  altar  during-  service.  He  has  raised  a 
discussion  -which  cannot  fail  to  b.;'  produLtive  ot  new  thoug-ht 
on  an  o'd  subject — a  discussion  which,  indeed,  has  already 
shown  the  hopeless  diverg-ence  of  views  among-  men  belonging' 
to  the  same  church,  arising-  froni  the  manifest  fact  that  the\ 
ar.-  discussing-  a  subject  on  which  they  are  all  about  equally 
ignorant,  arrogant  and  presumptuous.  While  the  rector  oi 
St.  Luke's  asserts  that  altar  lig-hts  are  "peculiarly  Anglican," 
his  opponents  say  they  are  "peculiarl}-  Papistical,"  and  have 
been  conden-med  by  the  Eng-lish  Ecclesia.stical  Courts  as  illeg-a!. 

Mr.  S.  IL  Blake,  the  well-known  lawyer  and  Bible-class 
leader,  a  man  with  the  reputation  of  being"  the  most  unscrupu- 
lous bully  known  aniong-  the  many  such  k'lwyers  w^ho  adorn 
our  courts  at  the  present  time,  and  who  some  years  ag-o  had 
to  make  an  humble  apolog)-  to  the  Bishop  of  Toronto  for  some 
misstatements  n-iade  bv  him  in  a  religious  paper,  took  a  hand 
in  the  discussion  at  a  Wycliffe  College  Convocation.    He  said 

like  man)  others — that  the  use  of  altar  lights,  the  processional 
cross,  and  surpliced  choirs  are  only  "  steps  tow-ard  Rom.e  ;  " 
but  Mr.  W.  IL  I'^airbairn  ridiculed  this  idea.  "Ten  thousand 
Blakes,"  he  said,   "cannot  hold  the  movement  back It  is 
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called  an  innovation  ;  but  to-morrow  half  the  churches  in 
Canada  will  follow  suit."  Mr.  Blake  is  one  of  those  who  talk 
of  "church  union."  He  means  a  Protestant  .Church  union. 
But  Mr.  Fairbairn  scoffs  at  the  idea.  "  The  Church  of  Eng- 
land  can  never  descend  to  the  level  of  the  Protestant  Churches, 
It  is  Protestant  in  absolutely  no  sense  of  the  word.  In  every 
instance  where  it  is  mentioned  in  the  Prayer  Book  it  is  alwavs 
called  the  Holy  Catholic  Church.  It  is  spoken  of  as  a  'Pro- 
testant' church  by  Methodists,  Presbvterians,  and  other  de- 
nominations, but  they  do  not  understand  the  position  taken  bv 
our  church  ! 

This,  of  course,  is  the  claim  made  by  the  Church  of  England 
— that  the  Christian  Church  was  established  in  Britain  before 
it  was  established  in  Rome.  And,  of  course,  if  Christendom 
is  to  be  united,  the  Ano-lican  Church  is  to  be  the  great  central 
body  around  which  all  the  other  sections  are  to  be  massed.  As 
Mr.  Fairbairn  said  : 

'■  The  time  will  come  when  the  churches  will  unite,  and  it  is  out  of  the 
question  not  to  include  the  Church  of  Rome.  The  tendency  is  to  make  the 
.services  higher  and  higher.  Even  the  Methodists  are  putting  gowns  on  their 
choirs,  and  some  of  the  services  in  our  own  churches  cannot  be  rlistinguished 
from  those  of  the  Church  of  Rome.  As  an  instance,  one  of  our  members  took 
a  Roman  Catholic  priest  to  one  of  our  services.  At  its  conclusion,  the  priest 
spoke  in  appreciation  of  the  service,  but  remarked,  '  I  would  rather  have  our 
own  simple  ritual.'  And  tliat  is  the  tendency  all  through  this  countrv  and  the 
United  States." 

And  his  view  is  supported  by  Mr.  Dicker,  the  St.  Luke's 
rector,  who  said  : 

"  If  there  is  a  gi-aud  union  of  all  the  Christian  churches,  which  I  expect  will 
ultimately  come  about,  it  will  be  under  the  Church  of  England  rather  than  the 
Church  of  Rome.  Our  church  stands  in  the  centre,  and  is  based  on  the  Scrip- 
tures !  [What  church  is  not  ?]  and  I  believe  it  will  be  the  great  centre  of  union." 

And  then,  like  the  young  lady  who  excused  herself  for  having 
brought  a  baby  into  the  world  by  urging  that  "it  is  onl\-  a 
little  one,"  he  said  :  "  No,  I  do  not  make  use  of  a  lot  of 
candles,  but  simply  two  altar  lights  similar  to  those  used  in 
many  churches  in  England  and  Canada."  And  he  reminded 
his  questioner  that  the  Cathedral  at  Quebec  possessed  two 
candlesticks  presented  to  it  by  King  George  III.  for  this  verv 
purpose,  adding  that  "there  v/as  no  one  less  Roman  than 
George  III."     Considering  that   George   was  a  lunatic  when 
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he  wasn't  full  of  beer,  the  reference  is  rather  unfortunate  ; 
thouo'h  if,  as  the  rector  says,  the  altar  lights  are  in  some  wav 
emblematical  o(  the  mystical  union  of  Christ  and  his  church, 
or  something  equally  clear,  we  are  inclined  to  think  Georg-e 
was  at  least  as  sane  as  many  preachers.  At  the  same  time, 
we  are  thankful  to  Mr.  Dicker  for  starting  the  discussion. 


"  English  As  She  is  Spoke." 

Criticizing  other  people's  grammar  is  a  dangerous  occupa- 
tion, as  a  late  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  once  discovered,  to 
the  amusement  of  many  of  his  readers,  and  yet  it  is  one  that 
men  frequently  indulge  in.  A  discussion  on  this  subject  was 
started  recently  by  Professor  Brandl,  who  asserted  that  "  Eng- 
lishmen do  not  speak  their  own  language  as  well  as  Ameri- 
cans ;  ""  and  followed  this  rather  defective  utterance  by  the 
statement  that  "  Englishmen  themselves  admit  that  there  is 
no  worse  dialect  of  any  language  than  Cockney  English," — 
a  statement  manifestly  too  broad  to  be  justifiable. 

Canon  Horsley — described  as  "a  famous  educationist"  — 
corroborated  Brandl  to  some  extent  in  his  claim  that  "the 
purest  English  is  spoken  by  educated  Scotsmen,  while  the 
worst  is  spoken  by  Cockneys."  "Best"  and  "worst"  seem 
superlatively  out  of  place  in  describing  dialects  which  hardh' 
admit  of  comparison,  and  which  all  more  or  less  set  the  estab- 
lished rules  of  a  language  at  defiance  ;  but  the  attempt  to 
fasten  the  dialect  of  the  gutter  and  the  slums — a  vernacular 
which  has  always  been  a  source  of  merriment  to  educated 
Londoners — upon  the  bulk  of  English  people,  is  worthy  of  a 
prejudiced  college  man. 

Canon  Horsley  gives,  in  phonetic  spelling,  several  examples 
c>f  Cockney  pronunciation,  but  they  are  evidenth'  of  his  own 
manufacture,  and  by  no  means  true  to  life.  His  first  example 
reads  thus  :  "  Binter  tiker  rome."  This  is  translated  thus  : 
"  Been  to  take  her  home."  If  the  Canon  had  heard  the 
sentence  from  the  lips  of  a  real  Cockney,  he  would  have  ob- 
served— if  his  powers  of  observation  had  been  keen  enough — 
that  one  very  doubtful  "r"  in  "tiker  rome"  is  all  that  the 
Cockney  would  have  been  able  to  squeeze  in. 

Dr.  F.  J.  Furnival,  spoken  of  as  "one  of  the  world's 
authc>rities  on  the  English  language" — alas  !  w^hat  a  number 
of  such  men  there  are  ! — differs  from  Professor  Brandl's  asser- 
tion that,  owing   to   the   influence  of  the  Cocknev   and  other 
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dialects  spoken  by  immii^^rants,  the  Eng-lish  spoken  in  America 
is  no  purer  than  that  spoken  in  Eng-Iand  ;  and  reasonably 
asserts  that,  "  the  educated  classes  in  England  have  never  at 
any  time  talked  with  a  Cockney  accent."  For  very  good 
reasons,  indeed,  as  might  be  expected,  the  educated  classes 
throughout  the  British  Isles  speak  their  native  tongue  without 
being  guilty  of  the  vulgarisms  common  to  the  uneducated 
classes. 

Prof.  Skeat,  of  Cambridge,  admits  that  "many  Americans 
speak  English  with  excellent  pronunciation  ;  "  but  Dr.  Govv 
of  Westminster  Abbey  School,  says  he  knows  several  educated 
Americans  resident  in  England  who  are  the  first  to  admit  that 
"the  educated  English  pronunciation  and  grammar  are  at 
once  more  accurate  and  more  graceful  than  the  grammar  and 
pronunciation  in  America."  And  this  is  only  what  might 
naturally  be  looked  for.  The  great  English  centres  of  learning 
may  be  guilty  of  fostering  many  class  mannerisms,  but  they 
also  maintain  a  standard  of  purity  in  both  spoken  and  written 
language  for  which  there  is  barely  the  beginning  of  a  counter- 
part on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 


Correct  Speech  and  Clear  Thought. 

It  is  perhaps  not  too  much  to  say  that  good  grammar  and 
clear  thinking  go  hand  in  hand,  and  that  much  of  the  loose 
and  confused  thinking  of  our  day  is  largely  due  to  the  lack  of 
thoroug^h  training  in  the  proper  use  of  words.  Freethinkers 
are  unfortunately  by  no  means  above  such  a  complaint,  and 
some  of  the  contributors  to  our  current  literature  often  startle 
us  as  much  by  their  freedom  from  grammatical  restraints  as 
by  their  defiance  of  conventional  ideals.  The  result  is  by  no 
means  reassuring. 

We  have  thus  had  great  satisfaction  in  observing  several 
efforts  that  have  been  made  during  recent  years  to  establish 
educational  institutions  upon  a  Freethought  basis,  the  last  one 
to  collapse  having  been  that  conducted  by  Mr.  Wetmore  in, 
Kansas  City,  and  the  latest  to  start  being  a  Correspondence 
School,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Blue  Grass  B/ade,  of  Lex- 
ington, Ky.,  conducted  by  Mr.  Charlesworth.  The  prospectus 
of  this  School  is  a  rather  pretentious  one,  and  we  can  only 
wish  it  abundant  success. 

There  are  probably  no  finer  specimens  of  good  clear  English 
than  are  to  be  found  in  the  works  of  Spencer,  Darwin,  Tvndall, 
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Huxley,  Mill,  Lewes,  and  other  scientists  and  philosophers  of 
the  past  century.  In  our  own  day,  the  works  of  the  greatest 
scientists  may  be  looked  upon  as  among  the  best  samples  of 
pure  English,  while  the  productions  of  the  pulpiteers,  whose 
studies  have  taken  them  to  the  very  antipodes  of  rational 
thought,  are  commonly  among-  the  very  poorest.  As  one  in- 
stance, take  the  letter  of  the  Bishop  of  London  thanking  his 
American  friends  for  the  magnificent  entertainment  they  gave 
him  when  he  visited  them  a  few  months  ago.  The  letter  would 
have  done  no  credit  to  a  Cockney  maid-of-all-work. 

Here  is  another  sample  :  A  week  or  two  ago  Canon  Bald- 
win preached  the  sermon  at  a  "g-arrison  church  parade"  in 
Toronto  ;  he  is  proud  of  his  post  as  chaplain  to  one  of  the 
regiments.  He  took  for  his  text  the  words  "  They  supposed," 
and  got  off  this  sort  of  stuff  to  the  youthful  followers  of  the 
God  of  War  : 

"Some  people  suppose  that  relig"ion  has  been  exploded,  and  that  the 
only  thing-  before  us  is  the  business  in  which  we  have  to  engag^e  and  the 
pleasures  with  which  so  much  time  is  wasted.  .  .  .The  man  who  desecrates 
his  life  and  finally  ends  it  with  a  pistol  bali^ — do  you  think  that's  the  end  ot 
that  mjsn  ?  You  know  it  is  not.  When  a  dear  one  at  home  passes  away, 
and  you  are  told  you  will  never  see  him  again,  your  heart  rebels  and  says, 
'  It's  a  iie  !  '  " 

We  do  not  suppose  many  of  tne  four  thousand  soldiers  he 
was  addressing  thought  anything  good,  bad,  or  indifferent 
about  the  popular  Canon's  grammar  or  his  philosophy.  With 
bands  playing  and  colors  flying,  they  had  marched  through 
the  main  city  streets  on  a  fine  Sunday  afternoon,  dressed  in 
their  handsomest  uniforms,  and  had  been  admired  by  their 
sweethearts  and  mothers,  and  that  was  a  cupful  for  one  day. 
Otherwise,  the\-  might  have  questioned  the  honesty  or  sanity 
of  the  man  who  told  them  that  time  spent  in  pleasure  was 
wasted,  and  who  gave  such  a  direct  negative  in  a  matter,  to 
say  the  ver\"  least,  o(  such  extreme  uncertaint\'. 


FOR  THOSE  WHO  ARE  TIRED  LAUGHING. 

Maister   Broon   o"  Aiberdeen — "  Aye,    Maister    McAllister,    Ah'm   varry 
sorry  tae  hear  that  ye  burrit  yer  wife  last  week." 

Maister  McAllister   o'  Dundee — "Sorry?      Losh,  man,  she   was  deid  I  " 


HANS  AND  THE  BILL. 

They  were  discussing  the  "  Deceased  W^ife's  Sister"  Bill  when  he  gave 
the  final  word  : 

"  I  duss  nod  care  nod  ;  whoefer  marries  der  secondt  vife,  he  duss  nod 
deserfe  to  haf  lose  his  first  vun." 
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^  ^  Book    Notices.  ^  #- 

Sidereal  Sidelights  •  A    Medley  of  Dawn  Thoughts.     By   Charles    L.    Brewer. 
Published  by  the  Balance  Publishing"  Co.,  Denver,  Col.     30c. 

The  description  i^^iven  in  the  title  is  very  accurate.      It  is  a  medlev  of  dawn 

or  new  thoughts.      But    though    a    medley   it   is   far  from   being-  a  jangle. 

Written    in    a   free,  broadminded    and   optimistic  vein,  it    is  calculated  to 

stimulate  the  worker  for  better  things,  and  to  prod  up  the  old,  conservative, 

orthodox  stick-in-the-mud,  and  arouse  his  thinking  machine  to  the  limit  ot 

its  capacity.      And    w^hile    it    contains   those   stimulating   qualities,  it  goes 

down  without    being   likely    to    produce   even    a    wry   face.      It  is  mild  and 

stimulating  in  its  action,  pleasant   to  take,  harmless  and  effective.      Some 

of  the  more  radical  may   take   exception  to  some  of  its  terminolog\-,  but  I 

find  nothing   to  complain  of  on   that   score.      You  will  find  that  a  quart  of 

aqua  pura  will  go  as  far  in  quenching  thirst  as  the  same  quantity  of  water. 

My  only  objection  to  the  medicine  is  that  the  dose  is  homoeopathic. 

W.  G.  G. 


The  New  Improved  Perpetual  Hour  Hook.      By  Llewellyn    Geor^^e,   .Astro- 
logian.      Issued  by  the  Portland  School  of  .Astrology.     50c. 

.A  rather  cute  little  volume  which  describes  the  influence  the  various 
planets  are  supposed  to  exert  upon  things  terrestrial.  It  tells  vou  just  when 
to  commence  any  undertaking  if  you  wish  it  to  be  successful,  and  the  times 
and  influences  to  be  avoided.  It  contains  a  table  showing  just  what  planet 
is  getting  its  work  in  at  every  hour  of  the  day  or  night  in  each  particular 
latitude,  good  for  every  day,  month  or  year  from  now  till  the  crack  of 
doom,  and  it  is  warranted  to  keep  in  any  climate. 

I  don't  know  that  I  ever  saw  more  information  in  so  small  a  volume,., 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  will  be  appreciated  by  all  believers  in  astrology. 
I  am  not  much  acquainted  with  the  subject  myself,  and  while  I  was  perusing 
the  little  book  I  could  not  help  but  wonder  if  to  my  lack  of  information 
was  attributable  my  failure  to  attain  to  that  high  degree  of  success  which 
I  have  always  desired  but  which  so  far  has  always  eluded  my  most  vigilant 
search.  This  should  not  be,  for  I  was  born  on  Sunday,  and  the  Improved 
Perpetual  Hour  Book  informs  me  that  "The  sun  is  by  nature  hot,  dr\-  and 
masculine.  It  has  much  to  do  with  health  and  the  vital  principle.  It  has 
dominion  over  the  individual  and  social  prosperity,  ruling  positions  oi'  rank 
and  title  generally.  It  represents  all  affairs  in  which  dignity,  power,  and 
Influence  are  concerned.  ...  Its  metal  is  gold.  Color,  orange.  The  in- 
fluence of  the  sun  tends  to  advancement,  popularity  and  assistance.    It  gives 
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ambition  and  j^ain  throug-h  enterprise  and  responsibility,  and  throug-h 
goodhearted,  generous  and  radiant  manners.  The  general  description  of 
solar  people  is  as  follows — ''  I  will  not  repeat  the  description  ;  it  is  just 
like  me,  and  you  all  know  what  I  am  like. 

Perhaps  it  is  just  as  well  that  I  have  not  alwa}s  been  in  a  position  to 
wield  the  great  power  and  iniluence  that  shou.d  be  mine  by  reason  of  my 
birth  under  control  of  Sol,  for  if  I  had  what  would  ha\e  happened  to  the 
rest  of  you  ? 

I  have  been  told  that  the  moon  exerts  a  great  deal  of  influence  over  the 
denizens  of  this  terrestrial  ball.  For  instance,  soap  will  not  soapifv 
properly  if  made  in  the  dark  of  the  moon,  (ind  on  ihe  Jxtck  roads.  It  don't 
matter  so  much  in  the  city  soap  factor}-  If  the  farmer  sows  his  peas  in 
the  dark  of  the  moon  they  will  not  come  up  evenly.  This  is  especially- 
true  if  the  farmer  lives  on  the  back  concession,  and  part  of  his  pea  field  is 
rough,  undrained,  sour  land.  The  difference  will  not  be  so  apparent  if 
the  farmer  is  up  to  date,  has  his  land  well  drained  and  cultivated,  and 
takes  and  reads  some  good  farm  journal.  If  the  farmer — back  on  the 
side-line — kills  his  hogs  in  the  dark  of  the  moon  the  pork  will  not  keep 
well  and  a  whole  ham  shrivels  up  to  a  few  mouthfuls  when  in  the  frying- 
pan,  though  this  may  not  be  true  of  pork  killed  by  the  city  packers,  the 
reason  perhaps  being  that  city  ham  and  bacon  have  become  so  expensive 
of  late  that  they  are  too  proud  to  shrivel  up  just  to  please  Miss  Luna  or 
any  other  girl.      Then  they  are  all  hog,  anyway. 

Then  the  moon  makes  lunatics  more  luny  and  is  even  said  to  make  sane 
people  moony,  as  is  freely  admitted  by  Lhose  who  know.  I  once  knew-an 
enterprising  blacksmith  who  was  being  pestered  by  a  monument  agent  and 
who  chose  the  following  as  his  own  epitaph  : 

"  Here  lie  the  remains  of  an  old  summer  coon, 
Who  often  went  crazy  at  full  of  the  moon, 
He  never  repented  of  any  of  his  sins, 
But  spent  all  his  time  in  hunting  toadskins." 

Just  think  of  the  malign  influence  the  moon  had  upon  this  bright,  enter- 
prising man  ;  I  say  enterprising,  because  he  displayed  sufficient  of  that 
quality  to  enable  him  to  acquire  no  less  than  three  wives  and  as  many 
interesting  families,  all  living  and  mothers  and  children  all  doing  well,  and 
yet  he  could  not  escape  Luna's  influence  when  she  got  full,  or  he  did, 
which  was  more  frequently.  Yes,  I  think  everybody  should  study  astro- 
logy, join  the  church,  join  the  union,  and  the  dominant  political  party,  the 
Freemasons,  Oddfellows,  Christian  Scientists,  and  Lord's  Day  Alliance, 
and  remember  to  be  loyal  to  the  king  or  other  ruler.  Don't  forget  the 
last,  because  it  has  been  said  that  loyalty  is  the  last  refuge  of  a  scoundrel. 
Wh^n  you  have  studied  and  joined  as  above,  you  ought  to  have  sense 
enough  to  know  that  your  profit  must  come  from  wc'^rking — the  other  fellow. 
But  as  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  his  knowledge  will  expand  as  the  years  roll 
by,  it. may  increase  to  such  an  extent  as  to  render  it  desirable  on  your  part 
to  seek  the  aforesaid  refuge.  W.  G.  G. 
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THOUGHTS  OF  A  THINKER. 

BY    T.     DLG.A.V,     ALB.ANY,     \.Y. 

THE   UNIVERSE,   AND    MAN'S    RELATION    TO    IT,    FRO.M    THE 
SCIENTIFIC  AND   THE    CHRISTIAN    POINTS   OF  VIEW. 

II. 

The  definition  of  "  the  Universe  "  as  g-iven  by  the  dictionary  includes  the 
most  insig-nificant  object  in  existence.  It  matters  not  how  insig-nificant  it 
may  be,  every  real  existence  is  to  be  accepted  as  part  of  the  Universe. 

Take  the  most  offensive  object  that  we  have  any  knowledge  of.  When 
we  reduce  it  to  the  elements  of  which  it  is  composed,  we  find  that  it  con- 
sists of  that  which  mii^ht  have  formed  our  brain-cells,  fiom  which  evolve 
our  most  important  thouj^hts  and  our  greatest  pleasures  ;  consequent!}-, 
we  must  not  despise  anythini,'-,  for  the  Universe  and  all  it  contains  is  One, 
and  one  only.    In  other  words,  all  is  an  eternal  and  indestructible  Unitv. 

There  is  another  thing-  to  bear  in  m.ind,  and  that  is  this  :  What  we  per- 
ceive by  our  senses  are  only  appearances,  or  what  we  call  "  phenomena." 
We  g-ive  them  this  name  so  as  to  understand  what  we  mean,  but  what 
these  phenomena  are  in  themselves  we  do  not  know,  and  what  is  more,  we 
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never  will  know,  for  we  only  know  any  of  them  by  the  imf«'es.sions  they 
make  upon  our  senses.  If  any  man  should  pretend  to  know  all  about  it, 
vou  can  set  him  down  as  an  impostor — a  knave,  or  a  person  who  knows 
not  what  he  is  talkinj;-  about — an  imbecile  or  a  very  ig-noiant  person. 

When  vou  look  at  a  thing-  with  the  naked  eye  it  seems  altogether  diffe- 
rent from  what  it  does  when  placed  under  a  microscope.  Vou  would  never 
imatjine  that  it  was  the  same  thiui^.  Consec|uently,  if  our  senses  were 
i^crea^ed  in  power,  thinj^s  would  appear  altoii^'ether  different  to  us.  And 
if  our  senses  were  not  as  acute  as  they  are,  then  also  phenomena  would 
chang"e  in  appearance  ;  and  if  we  lost  our  senses  completely,  as  in  death, 
the  phenomena  also  would  cease  to  exist  as  far  as  we  are  concerned.  Even 
in  our  sleep,  when  the  brain  is  not  in  full  action,  we  are  oblivious  of  all 
our  surrounding's.  Sometimes,  indeed,  a  blow  on  the  head  will  deprive 
us  of  our  senses. 

When  you  learn  more  about  nature,  you  will  find  that  the  insii^nincant 
"  atom  "  has  the  power  oi  choice,  for  it  will  only  combine  with  other  atoms 
for  which  it  has  an  affinity.  And  it  was  from  this  power  of  choice  that 
Life  first  arose  upon  the  earth  ;  and  after  life  appeared,  the  same  process 
went  on  with  inceasing-  force  ;  the  combats  became  more  fierce  and  the 
affinities  more  active,  until  finally  we  have  what  we  perceive  to-day.  The 
conflict  in  nature  and  life  is  still  g^oing"  on,  and  will  continue  to  go  on  until 
it  has  exhausted  itself.  When  that  time  arrives  it  will  begin  to  g^o  the 
opposite  way,  until  at  last  it  will  arrive  at  a  point  where  it  will  g^ive  birth 
to  a  new  nebula,  a  new  world,  a  new  race. 

Such  is  a  brief  synopsis  of  my  views  m  reference  to  the  universe  as  a 
whole,  which  views  I  have  derived  from  a  long'  study  of  the  subject  from 
the  scientific  standpoint.  It  may  not  be  very  consoling-  to  a  Christian,  but 
it  is  so  to  me,  because  I  consider  it  to  be  true,  and  I  am  not  troubled  with 
Christian  dog'mas.  And  we  must  accept  what  is  true,  whether  it  be  con- 
soling' or  not.  Indeed,  we  have  no  choice  in  the  matter.  I  was  broug-ht 
into  the  world  without  my  consent,  and  I  shall  make  my  exit  without  any 
power  on  my  part  to  prevent  it.  We  are  all  like  the  butterfly  or  the  leaves 
of  the  trees.  We  come,  perform  our  work,  and  depart,  to  make  room  for 
others,  and  so  on,  and  this  cycle  of  chang-es  will  g'o  on  until  this  old  world 
itself  is  exhausted.  I  judg'e  so,  because  it  seems  to  be  the  inherent  quality 
of  the  Substance  of  the  universe  so  to  act,  and  because  it  has  acted  thus 
in  our  case. 

When  you  ponder  upon  these  things,  various  ideas  will  come  to  you,  and 
particularly  the  idea  of  Space.  Everything^  in  existence  occupies  space, 
but  what  is  space?  The  dictionary  answers  :  "  Extension,  as  in  leng-th, 
breadth,  and  thickness."  In  other  words,  space  has  three  dimensions. 
This  is  self-evident  to  our  senses. 
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The  sun  and  solar  system  occupies  space,  the  outermost  planet,  Nep- 
tune, being'  2,562  millions  of  miles  from  the  sun.  Consequently,  the  dia- 
meter of  its  orbit,  as  also  the  diameter  of  our  solar  system,  is  double  that 
distance,  or  5,724  millions  of  miles. 

The  .Milky  Way  constitutes  our  sidereal  system.  Our  sun  is  one  of  its 
stars,  of  which  there  are  at  least  50  millions,  some  of  them  being- a  million 
times  larger  than  our  sun.  Ever}-  one  of  these  stars  is  the  centre  of  a  solar 
system,  as  our  sun  is  the  centre  of  its  solar  system. 

Our  sun,  with  its  attendant  planets,  is  travelling  through  the  Milky  W  a} 
around  some  central  point.  In  other  words,  it  has  its  orbit,  like  its  own 
planets,  and  at  present  it  is  travelliiig  towards  a  point  situated  in  the  con- 
stellation Hercules  at  a  velocity  equal  to  more  than  one-and-a-half  times 
the  radius  of  the  earth's  orbit  per  year,  or  153  million  miles,  or  about  four 
miles  a  second. 

Let  us  quote  an  extract  from  Guillemin's  work  on  astronomy,  p.  366  : 
•'The  movement  of  the  sun  takes  place  possibly  round  a  centre  still  un- 
known to  us.  The  present  opinion  of  astronomers  is  in  favor  of  the 
Pleiades  being  the  centre  of  this  movement,  but  precise  knowledge  on  this 
point  is  difficult   to  arrive  at." 

"The  celestial  objects  which  the  eye  can  reach,  the  accumulation  in  a 
small  space  of  a  multitude  of  luminous  points,  allows  them  to  be  distin- 
g-uished  as  a  whole." 

"  The  astronomer  whose  words  we  have  quoted  estimated  the  distance 
at  the  75th  cluster  of  Masier's  catalogue  at  more  than  700  times  that  of 
the  stars  of  the  first  magnitude.  It  is  not  visible  to  the  naked  eye,  but  it 
would  become  so  if  its  distance  were  reduced  to  a  quarter.  If  we  suppose 
it  removed  to  five  times  its  actual  distance — that  is  to  sa} ,  to  3,500  times 
the  distance  of  Sirius — -the  great  Herschelian  telescope  of  forty  feet  focus 
would  show  it,  but  only  as  an  irresolvable  nebula.  It  is,  then,  extremely 
probable  that,  among  the  many  nebulae,  undecomposable  into  stars,  be\ond 
the  Milky  Way,  in  the  depths  of  the  heavens,  many  are  as  distant  as  that 
of  which  we  speak.  Doubtless  many  are  still  more  so.  Now,  to  reach 
us,  light-rays  must  have  left  stars  situated  at  such  a  distance  more  than 
700,000  years  ago.  When  we  reflect  on  the  immensity  of  such'  a  time, 
■which  embraces  thousands  of  centuries,  and  on  the  extraordinary  velocity 
of  the  luminous  movement  in  the  bosom  of  the  ether,  thought  is  utterly 
confounded  in  the  contemplation  of  such  abv^.-^es,  the  extent  of  which 
measures  not,  indeed,  the  din-iensions  of  the  heavens — they  are  bevcnd 
expression." 

This  quotation  may  give  you  a  glimpse  of  what  the  nature  of  the  inter- 
stellar spaces  is.      It  refers,  of  course,  to  the  most  distant  stars  that  ha\-e 
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been  revealed  to  us  by  the  telescope,  and  you  can  perceive  that,  the  lii^ht 
from  them  havin^^'  travelled  at  the  rate  of  182,600  miles  in  every  second  of 
time,  the  light  which  reveals  them  to  us  through  the  telescope  is  the  light 
which  left  them  700,000  years  ago  ! 

If  you  desire  to  figure  out  the  distance  in  miles  between  those  stars  and 
vour  o\e,  all  you  have  to  do  is  to  reduce  the  700,000  years  to  seconds  and 
mullipiv  the  product  by  182,600,  the  velocity  of  light  in  miles  per  second, 
and  you  have  it.  After  the  result  has  been  obtained,  then  invent  a  term, 
if  vou  can,  to  convey  tc^  me  or  to  any  other  man  its  real  significance,  pro- 
vided you  can  comprehend  it  yourself.  If  you  are  unable  to  do  this,  wh} 
do  vou  pretend  to  be  able  to  comprehend  or  define  the  Infinite  ? 

If  vou  are  competent  to  grasp  the  idea  of  infinity,  you  might  perceive 
the  absurdity  of  attempting  to  personify  it,  particularly  in  the  shape  oi  a 
man,  either  mentally  or  physically.  Yet  this  is  what  Christianity  has  done 
in  the  past,  what  it  is  still  doing,  and  what  it  will  continue  to  do  as  long 
as  men  continue  to  sustain  it  financially.  Just  as  soon  as  men  cease  to 
contribute  money  to  support  it,  you  will  see  the  bottom  fall  out  of  it  and 
will  hear  no  more  about  it.  But  this  will  never  come  to  pass  while  the 
clrurch  can  maintain  its  hold  upon  the  minds  of  the  masses  by  controlling 
the  education  of  the  succeeding  generations.  This  is  how  its  influence  is 
perennially  renewed,  and  the  only  u^ay  to  stop  the  process  is  to  enlighten 
the  parents.  When  we  attempt  tliis  work,  however,  we  find  ourselves  up 
against  a  brick  wall.  For,  apart  from  their  ingrained  prejudice,  their 
intellects  are  untrained  and  they  lack  the  capacity  to  comprehend  any  but 
the  very  simplest  ideas  expressed  in  the  simplest  language.  It  is  for  this 
reason  that  the  necessity  is  so  urgent  for  the  production  of  a  literature  in 
wJiich  the  modern  scientific  ideas  should  be  expounded  in  attractive  form 
but  in  simple  though  accurate  terms  and  with  ample  illustrations,  so  that 
those  whom  we  are  attempting  to  influence  should  comprehend  the  scope 
and  bearings  of  modern  investigations.  In  this  way  alone,  as  it  seems  to 
me,  can  any  real  progress  be  ultimately  achieved. 

{To  lie  continued.) 

DIDN'T  SLANDER   HIM.  "  \Vh;it    parable    in    the    Bible   do 

Meichaiit— See  here.  I'm  told  you've  JOU  like  l)est?  "   was  the  question  ask- 

beeii  slan(lerin<,'  my  business.  ^'d  ^'f  ^  kittle  boy,  and  the  answer  was: 

Customer— T  j^uess  not.     What  did  "  '^'1'^  one  about  the  fellow  wot  loafs 

[  j^jiy  ?  and  fishes." — "  TIk;  Philistine." 

Merchant — That  the  pepper  I  sold 
you  was  half  peas.  He    who    biings    sunshine  into  the 

Customer — Well,  .spell    it,  and    see.  lives  of  others  will    have   a  full  share 

— From  March  "Bohemian."'  of  it  himself. 
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SHALL  SPEECH    BE  FREE?" 

BY    GEORGE    ALLEN'    WHITE. 

II. 
LEADING    XATIOXS    ARE    THE    FREEST. 

To-day  there  is  no  more  unerring  indication  of  a  nation's  civilized  status 
than  the  termini  estabHshed  for  liberty.      One  by  one  the  barriers  fall. 

America  and  Eno;land,  which,  with  all  their  yet  lingerint,^  invasions  of  a 
lig-hter  sort,  constitute  from  nearly  every  standpoint  the  forefront  of  human 
progres.s^are  not  these  the  freest  as  well  as  the  greatest  nations  on  the 
surface  of  the  earth  ? 

Then  come  the  European  States,  steeped  in  the  cult  of  I'orce.  In  Ital\ 
and  Spain  you  can  say  a  little,  a  very  little— provided  you  cherish  no  pre- 
judice against  jail  and  dungeon  ;  but  thought  is  not  and  never  has  been 
free  there,  man  is  not  free  there,  nothing  is  free  and  open-handed  there. 
And  the  Genius  of  boundirig  Progress  is  consequentlv  n  total  stranger  to 
the  historic  shores  of  the  Mediterranean. 

Look  at  reprobate  Russia,  next  lower  in  the  scale.  What  does  Russia 
amount  to,  in  reality  .^  The  iron-glo\ed  cabals  calling  themselves  "  the 
CjO\  ernment  '" — they  know  everything.  The  necessity  for  Thought  came 
to  an  end  with  them.  Nothing  more  and  nothing  new  can  possibh'  be 
thought  in  the  dark  land  oi'  the  Bear  ;  so  it  is  little  wonder  that  with  cen- 
sorships and  Siberia  they  have  scientifically  set  the  metes  and  bounds  of 
expression,  thus  saving  their  subjects  the  trouble  of  bootlessly  probing 
around  for  themselves.  Poor  old  fourth-rate,  despised,  battered  and  out- 
cast Russia  1  Her  gaze  is  down  the  back  stairs.  Even  the  United  States 
Post-office  Department  and  Mr.  Anthony  Comstock  can  hardly  aim  at  a 
more  degrading  situation.  Comstock,  thy  name  is  Censorship  1  Censor- 
ship, thy  name  is  Russia  I  Russia,  thy  name  is  .Mystery,  Meditevalism, 
and  Murder  ! 

The  Index  Expurgatorius  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church — that  nation 
within  nations — condemns  most  of  the  world's  gifted  authors,  most  of  its 
transcendent  writings.  The  adherent  who  reads  anything  genuinely  in- 
forming is  anti-Christ  and  anathema.  Who,  then,  can  be  astonished  at 
the  vice  and  unprogressiveness  displayed  throughout  Christendom  by  her 
200,000,000  faithful  ? 

And  so  the  poor  sombre  story  goes,  until,  when  the  aborigines  are 
reached,  all  heterogeneity  of  thought  is  found  to  be  eliminated  :  Russia  is 
out-Russia'd  ;  nobody  knows  enough  to  think  differently  from  anyone  else 
or  is  allowed  the  privilege  to  do  so  though  able  ;  and  the  entire  population, 
with  brain  benumbed,  crawls  in  torpor  towards  the  tomb. 
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"  Take  an  enslaved  country — Italy,  for  example.  There  we  find  no 
education,  no  press,  no  public  meetinj^s  ;  but  censors,  who,  after  having- 
mutilated  a  literary  journal  for  years,  seeing-  that  it  still  survives,  suppress 
it  altogether  ;  archbishops  who  preach  against  all  kinds  of  popular  instruc- 
tion, aiid  declare  the  establishment  of  infant  schools  to  be  immoral  ; 
princes  who  affix  a  stamp  to  ail  books  allowed  to  their  subjects.  What 
can  be  done  in  such  a  country  to  ameliorate  the  moral  and  intellectual 
condition  of  the  people?  "  (Mazzini,  Essay  in  "  British  and  Foreign  Re- 
view," October,  1843). 

"  Any  person  legall}'  convicted  of  propagating,  or  attempting  to  propa- 
gate, heresy  among  orthodox  believers,  or  of  establishing,  or  atteinpting 
to  establish,  a  new  creed  or  sect  to  the  injury  of  the  Orthodox  Faith,  shall 
be  liable  to  deprivation  of  all  civil  rights  and  to  perpetual  deportation.  If 
the  convicted  sectarian  reside  in  European  Russia,  he  shall  be  transported 
to  Transcaucasia  ;  if  he  be  living  in  any  of  the  Caucasian  or  Transcaucasian 
governments,  he  shall  be  transported  to  Siberia  ;  and  if  he  be  resident  in 
Siberia,  he  shall  be  banished  to  one  of  the  most  remote  settlements  of  that 
country  "  (Russian  Code). 

Sumptuary  leg-islation  has  virtually  disappeared  from  the  Anglo-Saxon 
countries.  It  is  now  a  matter  of  almost  incredible  history.  Censorships 
are  following  in  the  wake.  A  longtime  has  elapsed  since  we  had  it  ground 
out  to  us  from  tiie  mills  of  obtrusive  legislation  exactly  how  to  act  on  the 
stage  of  life  as  to  those  things  that  do  not  directly  affect  our  fellows.  The 
Meddlers  are  dying  ofT.  Paternalism  has  had  its  day.  Solon's  whip  has 
given  way  to  Grundy's  frown.  The  embers  of  Mediasvalism  are  blacken- 
ing in  the  dawn.  Evolution — the  salutary  evolution  of  mankind — has 
relegated  to  the  lumber-room  of  politic.' 1  economy  interference  with  what 
we  Do  (so  long  as  we  do  not  directly  injure  others)  ;  and,  far-poised  above 
the  march  of  twentieth-century  civilization,  the  solenm  knell  is  all  but 
tolling  of  interference  with  what  we  Say  (so  long  as  we  do  not  directly 
injure  others).  Liberty  for  all  an^  in  all  will  burst  in  splendor  oti  the 
human  race  on  some  rare  majestic  day  in  the  near  by  and  by. 

EXOTKKIC    AND    ESOTERIC. 

Scarred  and  bloody,  the  man  of  work,  the  wastrel  of  History,  has  been 
climbing  to  his  own  through  the  mists  of  millenniums.  Ere  long  he  will 
reach  the  hard-won  goal.  Ere  long  he  will  bask  in  the  flashing  light  of 
Libert}'  and  I-^quality,  when,  alongside  the  strong  and  the  leonine,  the  best 
and  the  greatest,  the  uttermost  secrets  of  mind  will  be  unrolled  in  beauty 
before  his  eyes. 

Hut  what  a  trail  he  hai»  come  !  what  a  path  he  has  trod  from  out  the 
primeval  hazes  I 

In  Greece,  myriads  oi  moiling  sla\es — dirt,  water,  and  air,  animated 
with  fleeting  life — never  granted  the  boon  of  knowing  or  enjoying  anything 
against  a  handful  hovering^  in  lust  and  avarice  about  the  .^ella  cnrulift.^ 
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In  Rome,  the  slaverr  of  unlettered  ravished  millions' as  a  foil  for  the  re- 
lentless exploiting-  of  Cssars  g-rouped  in  the  inner  circle. 

In  the  Middle  Ag^es,  vast  ghetto  of  despair,  man  crucified  on  the  cross 
of  serfdom,  feudalism,  villeinag^e, — man  in  the  g-alieys  of  existence,  man 
grilled  by  greed,  that  rollicking  m.urderers  in  mail  mig^ht  curse  this  life  and 
thi.'^  universe. 

In  recent  times,  inhibited  from  voting-  ;  denied  citizenship  ;  trades  unions 
illegal  ;  compelled  to  enter  the  standing"  army ;  insulted,  spit  upon,  by 
Power  ;   repressed  from  first  to  last,  dishonored  from  last  to  first. 

Man  has  been  as  clay  in  the  hands  of  Hfypocrisy  and  Mig-ht  -no  more 
and  no  less. 

He  has  been  dung  for  the  green  pastures  maintained  by  Felons. 

The  Exoteric  and  the  Esoteric.      Do  you  know  what  that  is  ? 

It  means  one  set  of  beliefs  for  the  Favored  Few  pulling-  the  wires  behind 
the  scenes,  and  another  for  the  people  who  foot  the  bills.  Every  relig-ion 
has  exhibited  it,  every  g^overnment,  every  philosophy.  The  ordinarv 
person  was  not  to  find  out  anvthing,—  not  a  thing-, — not  to  see  and  learn 
what  by  divine  plan  was  g-iven  alone  to  the  wise  to  fathom.  His  pro\  ince 
was  to  work,  to  obey,  to  build  prisons  for  himself.  The  Bible,  from  Peter 
to  Pius,  has  been  denied  the  laity  by  theocratic  Catholicism.  It  was  criminal 
to  g-ive  books  to  the  slave.  Popular  education  never  had  a  leg-al  foothold 
under  the  fiery  sun  above  until  Cornwallis  went  under  at  V'orktown. 

Inch  by  inch  Demos,  the  unwitting  tool  striking  and  mobbing-  at  cue 
from  the  master,  has  pounded  upward.  Bit  by  bit  the  Iron  Heel  has  been 
forced  to  g-ive.  The  cords  are  snapping.  Robespierre  and  Danton  shook 
to  their  foundation  the  ruthless  Castes  of  ages.  Washington  and  Paine 
;-ind  passionate  Patrick  Henr\-  ga\e  to  History  the  g-reat  Republic  of  the 
Occident.  The  man  in  the  street  is  beg-inning-  to  think.  The  bondman 
rises.  He  beholds  the  sceptre.  To  him  branch  after  branch  of  knowledg-e 
hat^  been  opened  and  the  arcana  of  earth  laid  bare.  He  will  never  stop  until 
he  sig-hts  the  end.  And  sometime  he  will  become  tolerant  and  larg-e- 
hearted — sometime  when  the  sun  is  high. 

"  It  is  not  true,  but  it  is  good  enough  for  the  people,"  is  getting"  out  of 
date.  It  will  not  work.  In  all  but  a  remnant  of  moot  topics  every  one 
from  humblest  to  hig-hest  can  now  revel  to  heart's  content.  What  the 
patrician  intellect  can  stand,  so  can  all   humankind.  ' 

Some  ground  reniains  unplowed.  The  learned,  convinced  of  the  quality 
of  their  own  purity,  graciously  permit  themselves  to  know  the  living-  truth 
on  Relig-ion,  "but  it  would  not  do  for  the  masses."  Specialists  and  cul- 
tured men  can  delve  into  Sex  and  gfive  to  the  world  edifying-  books  on  it, 
"  but  not  for  popular  reading"."  From  his  lone  citadel  Count  Tolstoy  can 
assail  Patriotism   with    mordant    pen,  but   it   would   still    be  "Treason"  or 
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"  Sedition  "  in  unhappy  John  Doe.  In  Russia  Tolstoy  is  prohibited  the 
rank  and  file. 

Will  this  condition  be  permament  ?  Never  !  No  more  than  the  now 
outlawed  meddlings  of  the  past.  The  resistless  trek  oi'  man  toward 
Freedom  cannot  be  halted  by  mortal  wiles. 

Proij'ress  has  not  stopped.  Liberty  is  not  yet.  The  sands  of  Time  ha\  e 
not  ceased  sifting".  Never,  no,  never  !  will  the  eons  be  satisfied  until 
everv  man  and  everv  woman  on  this  wondrous  g"lobe  can  read  and  know 
the  truth  from  earliest  Alpha   to   thaumaturg-ic   Omeija  of  human  thought. 

"■'  Thus  the  rich  classes — otherwise  the  conspiring'  classes — of  the  State 
shut  out,  as  far  as  they  could,  all  knowledge  of  their  doings,  alleging  that 
their  c^bject  was  to  prevent  the  dissemination  of  '  heresy  and  immorality,' 
thus  proclaiming  their  interest  in  virtue  while  concealing  their  political  and 
ecclesiastical  vices  "  (George  Jacob  Holyoake,  "Sixty  Years  of  an  Agi- 
tator's Life,"  ch.  51). 

MAN    WOULD    STILL    BE    hV    SAVAGERY    IF    FIRST    CENSORSHIPS    HAD    NOT 
BEEN    DISREGARDED. 

VVatever  is,  in  belief,  seems  fit,  natural,  everlasting,  to  the  era  in  which 
it  chances  to  be  paramount.  But  the  Is  of  yesterday  becomes  the  buried 
Was  of  to-day.  If  by  some  means  new  thought  had  not  at  least  now  and 
then  contrived  to  assert  itself  along  the  surge  of  years,  Progress  would 
not  and  in  the  nature  of  the  case  could  not  have  been.  We  should  still  be 
lingering  in  the  twilight.  Had  the  taboos,  the  censorships  imposed  in 
behalf  of  recognized  custom,  which  characterized  our  uncivilized  progeni- 
tors of  vesterdav,  continued  absolutely  unbending,  a  structure  cold  and 
osseous,  every  last  soul  of  the  present  era  would  be  brutish,  ignorant, 
hide-bound,  half-naked,  and  without  hope.  All  the  gigantic  reforms  of  the 
centuries  would  lie  fallow  forever.  It  was  by  defying  the  stubborn  Index 
Expurgatorius  of  the  pristine  ages  that  intrepid  heretics  prepared  the 
world  for  civilization. 

The  cocksureness  of  every  generation  in  the  authenticity  of  its  inherited 
lares  and  penates  is  laughable  or  provoking,  as  it  strikes  the  individual 
observer.  Here,  let  us  say,  is  some  unhallowed  institution,  widespread 
and  formidable,  gi'ipping  like  a  foul  octopus  the  societies  of  three  hundred 
vears  ago.  It  is  hoary  with  age.  To  stare  it  fearlessly  in  the  face  consti- 
tutes lese  majest)-.  State  and  church  render  homage  to  it.  The  "  best 
people" — those  who  dress  well  and  court  Mumbo  Jumbo  and  sit  at  the 
sumptuous  head  of  affairs — are  unaiiimous  for  its  perpetuation.  They  are 
alwavs  for  the  Has  Been  and  the  Is.  Open  questioning  of  its  utility  is 
forbidden  by  an  iron  censorship.  It  is  "wrong"  to  discuss  the  monstrosity 
--"wrong"  to  permit  discussion  of  it.  Everything  is  "  wrong"  but  the 
vile  thing  itself. 
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Yet  in  a  hundred  years  it  is  out  there  with  the  rubbish.  A  short  wliile 
iiiul  it  has  j^one  to  keep  company  with  the  multitude  of  lapsed  frailties 
once  joyinj^  in  the  pomp  and  purple,  but  now  consiijned  to  oblivion. 

A  Censorship  would  not  be  rig-ht  now — it  would  be  scouted.  Was  it 
ri'^'-ht  then?  The  adversaries  of  the  institution  would  be  riijht  now.  Were 
they  wrong  then  ?     The  Censor  said  they  were. 

Take  the  Renaissance.  What  was  it  unless  a  healthy,  fervid  movement 
which  liberated  thought  from  the  thralldom  of  Infallibility  and  conforming 
inertia,  and  introduced  the  spirit  of  honest  inquiry  th  oug^hout  Christen- 
dom .'  When  men  at  last  dared  to  think,  and,  aided  by  a  printing-press, 
began  to  spread  thought  broadcast  over  the  long-parched  earth,  it  meant 
the  cracking  of  the  old  order  decreed  at  the  Sign  of  the  Bayonet  and  the 
ushering  in  of  a  freer,  saner  life  that  was  actually  worth  while. 

"In  this  manner  all  the  great  movements  of  thought  in  ancient  and 
modern  times  have  been  nearly  connected  in  time  with  government  by 
discussion.  Athens,  Rome,  the  Italian  republics  of  the  Middle  Ages,  the 
communes  and  states-general  of  feudal  Europe,  have  all  had  a  special  and 
peculiar  quickening  influence,  which  they  owed  to  their  freedom,  and  which 
States  without  that  freedom  have  never  communicated."  (Bagehot.) 

"  Until  doubt  began  progress  was  impossible,  for  the  advance  of  civili- 
zation solely  depends  upon  the  acquisitions  made  by  the  human  intellect 
and  on  the  extent  to  which  those  acquisitions  are  diffused.  But  men  who 
are  perfectly  satished  with  their  own  knowledge  will  never  attempt  to 
increase  it.  Men  who  are  perfectly  convinced  o(  the  accuracy  of  their 
opinions  will  never  take  the  pains  of  examining  the  basis  on  which  the} 
are  built.  They  look  always  with  wonder,  and  often  with  horror,  on  views 
contrary  to  those  which  they  inherited  from  their  fathers  ;  and  while  they 
are  in  this  state  of  mind,  it  is  impossible  that  they  should  receive  any  new 
truth  which  interferes  with  their  foregone  conclusions"  (Buckle). 

"  The  decline  of  authority,  whether  papal,  philosophic,  kingly,  or  tutoral, 
is  essentially  one  phenomenon  :  in  each  of  its  aspects  a  leaning  toward 
free  action  is  seen  alike  in  the  working  out  of  the  change  itself,  and  in  the 
new  forms  of  theory  and  practice  to  which  the  change  has  given  birth  " 
(Spencer,  "  Education,"  ch.  2). 

*'  Learning  consisted  not  in  the  acquisition  of  knowledge,  but  in  the 
blind  and  meaningless  repetition  of  prescribed  maxims,  in  forms  of  rhetoric, 
in  catechetical  ceremonies,  in  anything  except  that  which  would  enlighten 
the  mind  and  impart  true  wisdom.  It  was,  in  short,  a  systematic  course 
of  leading  men  as  far  as  possible  away  from  the  truth  and  leaving  them  lost 
and  bewildered  in  a  labyrinth  ot  religious  dogmas.  The  teachings  of  the 
Church  were  beyond  controversy,  its  decisions  were  linal  ;  and  not  only  in 
religion,  but  in  legislation  and  in  science,  the  prevailing  principle  was  a 
blind,  unhesitating  credulity"  (Bancroft). 

TABOOED    THINGS    OF    PAST    MOSTLY    GOOD    AND    RIGHT. 

The  dire  and  fearful  mistakes  of  which  the  governmental  censorships  of 
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history  have  been  ^"uiltv  stare  forth  at  us  at  every  turn,  yet  only  b}-  th^e- 
some  stai^'es  is  the  chastening'  lesson  broug"ht  home  to  tlie  living-.  The 
anarchical  punitive  censorships,  too,  arrogated  by  the  !esser  centres  of 
societv  when  precise  leg^al  terminolog-ies  for  smothering;  thoug-ht  were 
lacking',  have  covered  the  face  of  nature  with  iniquity  and  outrag^e  and 
murder,  have  struck  down  the  true  and  the  rig'ht  at  the  beck  of  falsehood 
and  horrihc  criminalitv,  have  pilloried  some  of  the  most  magnificent  men 
that  ever  breathed  the  atmosphere  of  heaven. 

Immortal  Socrates,  superb  even  at  the  hemlock,  went  down  to  death. 
This  intellectual  beacon-lig-ht,  this  peerless  mind  charg-ed  by  prattling; 
lechers  with  "corruption,"  was  slain  for  saying- what  the  broader  tolerance 
oi  to-dav  knows  to  have  been  true,  but  which  was  then  stoutiy  proclaimed 
from  the  housetops  to  be  wrong-. 

Anaxag-oras,  condemned  to  die,  was  g-ranted  a  meed  of  clemency  and 
eventually  only  banished  for  .life.  What  had  he  done  ?  Nothing^.  Why 
all  this  harassnient  ?  Because  he  thoug-ht — really  thoug^ht — and  said  what 
he  really  thought.  Because  he  had  effected  a  league  with  unconquerable 
Reason,  while  his  adversaries,  wanting^  in  Reason  and  knowing;  it,  were 
driven  to  Force  in  very  self-defence. 

Jesus  Christ,  as  transmitted  in  leg-end,  is  supposed  to  have  met  crucifixion, 
and  that  simply  for  what  he  said.  Certainly  he  harmed  no  one  byword  or 
tav  deed.  Does  the  advocate  of  n-jodern  crusades  ag-ainst  free  speech 
believe  his  leg-al  taking-  away  to  have  been  justified  ?  Yet  the  moral 
people  and  the  "  best  people  "  of  that  ^lay  were  unquestionably  a  unit  in 
denving  this  man,  demag-ogue  as  he  was  accounted,  the  poor  privilege  of 
speaking. 

Bruno,  the  unpent  thinker,  was  burned  alive,  Copernicus  and  Galileo 
disciplined,  and  hundreds  of  si-nalier  figures  in  the  gallery  of  fame,  scattered 
through  the  melancholy  annals  of  slowly  advancing  Europe,  harried  and 
hounded  just  because  they  told  the  new  and  sin-\ple  truth — truth  which 
jeopardized  the  coveted  infiuence  and  public  esteeni  enjoyed  by  autocratic 
knavery,  sleek  with  fattening  sinecures.  "  Right  forever  on  the  scaffold. 
Wrong  forever  on  the  throne." 

( 7'o  hi;  cunfiHuetl.) 


Not  the  New  Woman's  Fault  this  time. 

"  What  brought  you  here,  m\  poor  fellow?  "  asked  the  Chicago  settle- 
ment worker.  "  I  married  a  new  woman,  sir,"  the  prisoner  groaned. 
"'  Aha  !  and  she  was  so  domineering  and  extravagant  that  it  drove  you  to 
desperate  coiuses,  eh  ?  "  "  No  ;  the  old  woman  turned  up." — I'hihide/jjht". 
Ij'^dijcr. 
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MAKING    RELIGION   YELLOW. 

NEW    YORK   "  EVEM.N'G    POST." 

Reports  of  the  address  of  the  Rev.  "  Billy  "  Sunday  to  the  Presbyterian 
ministers  of  Pittsbur>rh,  this  week,  bear  out  the  study  of  that  popular-  and 
successful  evangelist  which  appeai-ed  recently  in  the  Arnr.rican  Magazine. 
Thev  have  the  same  easv  command  i.f  the  slang  and  vocif'^rousness  of  the 
"  bleachers  "  from  which  Mr.  Sunday  derived  glory  or  shame  in  the  days  when 
he  was  a  professional  baseball  player  ;  the  same  sure  sense  of  what  will  read 
well  in  sensational  newspapers.  He  assured  his  cler'ical  hearer's  that  they  were 
mostly  "fudge-eating  moUiecoddles."  Few  clergymen,  he  asserted,  are  nowa- 
days anything  but  "stiffs  and  salary  quacks."  As  for  pr'ofessors  in  theological 
seminaries,  the  thing  to  do  with  them  is  to  "  stand  .them  on  their- heads  in 
mud-puddles." 

Let  r:o  incredulous  reader  think  that  Mr.  Sunday  is  merely  an  isolated  faker. 
He  is  a  recognized  power-  in  the  r-eligious  life  of  the  West.  The  r-enown  of  his 
revivalist  campaigns  in  Wester^n  cities  was  what  led  the  Pittsburgh  clergy  to 
invite  him  to  address  them  ;  and  it  was  doubtless  their  awe  in  the  preserrce  of 
i)ne  who  had,  as  he  would  say,  "  deliver 'd  the  goods  "  in  a  hundi'ed  churches, 
which  led  them  to  sit  silent  under  his  irrsults.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Sunday  has 
.swejjt  everything  befor-e  him  in  town  after  towir  of  Illinois,  Minnesota  and 
other  States.  He  has  gathered  all  the  Pi-otestant  denominations  in  a  given 
place  into  his  w^ork,  had  them  build  him  a  "tabernacle,"  and  in  it  he  has  held 
meetings  three  times  a  day  for  weeks  at  a  tiriae,  kindling  enthusiasm  and  win 
ning  converts  by  the  huriflr-ed.  Yet  throughout  his  pr'eachir)g,  and,  indeed,  his 
praj'ing,  he  uses  every  vulgarity  and  irr-ever-ence  of  language,  addressing  his 
hear-er.s,  and  the  Almighty,  in  the  idiom  of  the  saloon,  the  gutter-,  and  the 
yellow  newspaper.  One  AVestern  audience  he  recently  carried  by  stor-m  with 
the  as.sertion  that  he  was  going  to  stay  in  that  city  and  pr-each  "till  heJl 
fr-eezes  over,  and  then  Pm  going  to  get  a  pair  of  skates  and  keep  on  soaking  it 
iiit-o  Satan." 

Ail  this  is  surprising  enough,  hut  the  resdly  amazing  thing  remains  tu  l)e  toM. 
This  garrulous  blackguar-d  of  the  pulpit,  who  is  all  adrip  with  street-slang, 
who  claps  the  dread  Jehov'ah  on  the  back,  and  smear-s  the  most  sacr-ed  things 
with  his  coarse  blotch  of  vulgarity — this  man  is  admir-ed  and  endorsed  by 
religious  leaders.  Clergymen  vie  with  denominational  journals  in  lauding  his 
wonderful  works.  Some  of  them  feel  compelled  to  disclaim  appi-oval  of  all  his 
"  methods,"  but  they  confess  themselves  str'icken  dumb  by  his  extr-aor-dinaiy 
results.  He  makes  religion  the  sen.sation  of  the  hour.  His  sacrilegious  quips 
are  echoed  in  the  yellow  newspaper-s.  for  whom  he  makes  the  best  pious  "copy." 
He  gives  to  the  gospel  an  immense  publi(-ity  of  a  kind  it  never-  errjoyed  befor-e. 
How,  then,  can  those  interested  in  the  spread  of  Christianity  fail  to  rejoice  at 
the  marvel  of  thousands  of  people  who  will  not  go  to  church,  throngirig  to 
hear  Mr.  Sunday  tell  them  about  the  r-eligion  of  Chr-ist  in  the  languagr  and 
with  the  rever-ence  of  a  newsbov  or  a  'longshoi-eman  ?  There  have  been  many 
tearful  ejaculations,  in  connection  with  the  Rev,  "  Billy  "  about  God  having 
chosen  the  foolish  things  <jf  this  world  to  confound  the  wise. 

This  defence  of  yellow  r-eligiorr  sounds  very  like  the  common  defeirce  of 
yellow  journalism.      '•  Oh,  well,"  people  say,  "  we  admit    that  it   is  vulgar-   and 


2U  SECULAR   THOUGHT. 


(Jemoralizing,  but  just  see  how  it  circulates  !"  So  the  Rev,  Mr.  Sunday  grate.s 
upon  fastidious  Christian.s,  but  only  consider  how  he  catches  the  crowd  !  In 
neither  case  is  a  thought  given  to  the  necessary  tendency  of  what  is  essentially 
indecent  and  blasphemou.s,  disguise  it  by  what  name  we  will.  It  is  the  old 
fallacy  of  noise  and  numbers.  Your  yellow  newspaper  man  tills  the  land  with 
his  stridulous  voice  ;  your  yellow  novelist  sells  by  the  hundred  thousand  ;  \o\\v 
vellow  professor  in  the  university  has  his  class-room  thronged,  and  his  bizarre 
opinions  telegraphed  over  the  country,  while  his  sober  colleagues  are  deserted  ; 
your  yellow  politician  splits  the  ears  of  the  groundlings  and  is  the  greatest 
"  headliner  "  of  the  day  ;  therefore,  why  should  not  the  yellow  revivalist  win 
money  and  glor\'  and  the  "Vipplause  of  the  devout  ?  Success  is  the  one  touch- 
stone for  religion,  too  ;  and  the  only  success  worth  having  is  shouting  thousands. 
That  old  notion  about  the  Lord  being  in  tiie  still  small  voice  is  absurdly 
obsolete.  How  are  you  going  to  fill  a  church,  vve  should  like  to  know,  without 
a  brass  band  anfl  a  vaudeville  performer  ?  This  is  an  intensely  practical  age, 
and  it  is  not  going  to  be  ttx)  nice  in  criticizing  a  man  who  can  show  "  results." 
It  is  not  really  strange  that  religion  should  turn  sensational.  What  we 
cultivate  or  run  after  in  every  other  walk  of  life,  we  c*annot  keep  out  of  our 
churches.  After  making  culture  "  hustle,"  the  next  thing  is  to  make  religion 
"  hum."  Tliie  Rev.  "  Billy  "  Sunday  is  only  a  kind  of  prophet  in  the  yellow 
wilderness.  He  has  merely  learnt  the  lesson  of  sensationalism  and  is  applying 
it  to  the  saving  of  souls.  That  he  teai's  up,  in  the  process,  all  real  religion  by 
the  roots,  does  not  matter.  He  has  the  gaping  crowd  ;  therefore,  the  Lord 
u)ust  be  with  him. 


SENSATION  THE  MOTIVE  OF  ALL  ACTION. 

BY    PROF.     WARD    IN     "  DVN.MV1IC    SOCIOLOGY." 
II. 

All  reform  which  it  is  hoped  to  bring-  about  by  arg-ument,  persuasion,  or 
any  of  the  means  available  to  the  philosopher,  must  hold  forth  moral 
rather  than  intellectual  inducements.  To  succeed,  it  must  follow  in  the 
path  of  all  previous  efforts  of  the  kind,  of  the  religious  systems  and  the 
moral  schemes  of  Meuu,  Zoroaster,  Confucius,  Jesus,  and  Mohammed. 
But  like  these  g^reat  and  successful  systems  it  must  be  in  accord  with  the 
state  of  society  upon  which  it  is  expected  to  exert  an  influence.  Any  of 
those  systems,  if  attempted  to  be  put  into  effect  in  Europe  or  America 
to-day,  would  fail  at  its  inception.  Every  such  scheme  must  bear  upon  it 
the  stamp  of  reasonableness  proportioned  to  the  reasonings  capacities  of  the 
people.  Thus  far  does  intellect  come  in  as  an  element  of  reform.  Until 
credence  can  be  secured,  the  necessary  degree  of  sentiment  cannot  be 
aroused.  But  the  same  was  necessary  for  the  systems  enumerated.  The 
condition  of  society  is  at  all  times  so  bad,  the  deg^ree  of  suffering  every- 
where witnessed  is  so  gfreat,  and  the  amount  of  sympathy  thereby  excited 
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and  constant!)'  experienced  in  society  is  so  intense,  that  there  has  never 
been  an  a<j;"e  when  there  did  not  exist  a  deep-seated  demand  for  some  im- 
provement of  the  existinj^  state  of  thinj^-.s.  The  *^reat  moral  systems  of  th^^ 
remote  past  which  have  soug-ht  to  accomplish  this,  owing  no  doubt  to  their 
failure  to  do  so,  were  gradually  transformed  in  more  modern  times  into 
religious  systems  which  made  no  promises  for  this  life  which  they  perceived 
could  not  be  fulfilled,  but  only  held  out  the  highest  hopes  for  another  life, 
by  which  the  failure  of  fulfilment  could  never  he  proved.  Both  classes  of 
systems  succeeded  because  they  were  adapted  each  to  the  degree  of 
credulity  of  the  people  to  whom  they  were  addressed.  As  the  failure  o\' 
the  first  began  to  be  felt,  the  second  were  brought  forward.  \ow  ♦'hat  in 
our  age  the  fulfilment  of  the  promise  held  out  by  the  latter  is  coming  more 
and  more  in  question,  there  has  been  a  rapid  and  increasing  amount  of 
dissatisfaction,  until  the  present  prevailing  systems  now  fail  to  respond  to 
the  still  undiminished  demand  for  better  things. 

The  great  moral  and  religiou-s  systems  referred  to  present  us  with  a 
somevv'hat  remarkab'.e  paradox.  Th_-y  nave  been  grand  successes  in  so 
far  as  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  society  is  concerned.  While  it 
is  impossible  to  discern  what  would  have  existed  in  the  world  if  they  had 
not,  it  is  possible,  on  the  other  hand,  to  trace  to  their  direct  influence  an 
enormous  amount  of  unquestionable  evil,  and  that  mixed  with  but  a  small 
quantity  of  demonstrable  good  (Pres.  A.D.  White,  "Warfare  of  Science"). 

When  I  speak  of  the  influence  of  those  systems  in  controlling  the  destiny 
of  mankind,  I  wish  to  disconnect  this  idea  wholly  from  that  of  the  true 
progress  which  I  admit  has  taken  place  in  societ}-.  And  when  I  assert  that 
all  the  control  that  can  ever  be  exerted  on  mankind  must,  in  the  future  as 
in  the  past,  emanate  from  the  side  of  feeling  and  not  of  intellect,  and 
promise  a  mitigation  of  the  hardships  oi'  existence,  at  the  same  time  I  un- 
qualifiedly maintain  that  all  the  true  progress  which  has  in  fact  taken  place 
in  the  world  has  come  from  the  side  of  intellect  and  not  from  feeling.  And 
herein  lies  the  paradox.  This  finds  its  explanation  in  the  fact  that  all  the 
real  progress  that  has  been  made  in  the  world  has  been  the  result  of 
accident,  or,  at  least,  of  the  operation  of  the  uncontrolled  and  unknown 
laws  of  nature.  There  has  been  progress  in  civilization  just  as  there  has 
been  progress  in  organic  life,  because  the  highest  and  best  has  been  selected 
and  preserved, and  the  lowest  and  poorest  has  perished.  It  is  simplv  that 
man,  as  a  progressive  animal  before  the  human  period,  and  before  the 
historic  period,  did  not  cease  to  be  a  progressive  animal  after  reaching 
these  periods.  His  progress  has  been  the  progress  of  nature,  a  secular 
and  cosmical  movement,  not  the  progress  of  art,  the  result  of  foresight  and 
intelligent  direction.  In  short,  man  has  not  yet  ceased  to  be  an  animal, 
and  is  still  under  the  control  oi   external   nature  and    not  under  the  coi.trol 
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of  his  own  mind.  It  is  natural  selection  tliat  has  created  intellect  ;  it  is 
natural  selection  that  has  developed  it  to  its  present  condition,  and  it  is 
intellect  as  a  product  of  natural  selection  that  has  iifuided  man  up  to  his 
present  cc>ndition.  The  principle  of  artificial  selection  which  he  has  heen 
taug-ht  by  nature,  and  has  applied  to  other  creatures,  more  as  an  art  than 
as  a  science,  to  his  immense  advanta<^e,  he  has  not  yet  thoui^ht  of  applyinj^ 
to  himself.  Not  until  he  does  this  can  he  claim  any  true  distinction  from 
the  other  animals. 


GERALD     MASSEY. 

BY    (.;.     U.     POOTE,     IN"     LONDON      "FREETHINKER." 

Gerald  M.vssev,  poet  and  ethnologist,  who  died  on  Monday,  October  28, 
was  referred  to  in  the  usual  way  by  the  newspapers.  Everything-  was  said 
about  him  except  what  really  sig-nifies.  The  fact  that  he  had  spent  nearly 
a  half  of  his  long-  life  of  eig^hty  years  in  laboriously  demonstrating-  the 
mvthical  nature  of  Christianity  was  carefully  concealed.  I  did  not  perceive 
an  allusion  to  it  in  Mr.  .A.  E.  Fletcher's  long  article  in  the  Daily  Chrvnicle. 
Naturallv  there  was  no  reference  anywhere  to  the  awful  fact  that  Massey 
had  lectured  widely  on  such  subjects  as  "The  Historical  Jesus  and  the 
Mythical  Christ  "  and  "  Why  Doi  't  God  Kill  the  Devil  ?  "  Even  to  men- 
tion such  subjects  would  be  a  deadly  sin  in  "  respectable  "  newspapers. 
Thev  all  recorded  the  fact  that  he  was  a  believer  in  a  future  life.  That 
was  a  point,  of  course,  which  placed  his  genius  in  contact  with  their 
mediocrity.  Besides,  it  is  so  "  proper"  to  believe  in  a  future  life.  Some 
intellectual  people  believe  in  it — and  all  the  fools  ;  and  the  fools,  oi  course 
find  this  association  ver}  comforting^.  The  one  things  that  secures  Mrs 
Besant's  "  respectabilitv,"  now  that  she  has  broken  away  from  the  "crass 
materialism  "  of  her  best  days,  is  the  fact  that  she  preaches  a  life  beyonil 
the  grave.  That  is  the  g-reat  thing^.  Every  little  nincompoop  (and  oh, 
the  multitude  of  them  !)  likes  to  believe  that  his  wonderful  individuality 
will  be  preserved  forever  and  e\er.  The  rest  doesn't  niatter.  The  details 
don't  count.  Heaven  or  no  heaven,  hell  or  no  hell,  purg^atory  or  no 
purg^atorv,  continuous  life  or  intermittent  life,  conscious  life  or  unconscious 
life — all  that  is  of  no  importance  as  long-  as  you  only  siiy  "■  1  believe  in  the 
world  to  come."      Any  world  will  do. 

Cierald  Massev  was  a  poet  and  a  true  one,  but  I  do  not  think  he  was  at 
;ill  a  g-reat  poet.  1  say  this  in  spite  of  the  generous  and  enthusiastic 
eulogy  of  Landor,  whose  noble  nature  led  him  to  g-ive  royal  praise  to  some 
second-rate   contemporaries  as   well   as  to   the  loftiest.      I    believe  that  the 
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instinct  of  Massey's  maturity,  which  led  him  to  turn  away  from  verse- 
writing"  and  devote  himself  to  a  scholarly  and  philo.'iiphic  exposure  of  the 
Sfreatest  relig^ious  fraud  of  all  the  ag"es,  was  a  perfectly  sound  one.  Other 
people  discuss  a  man's  capacity  and  character  ;  the  man  himself  inevitably 
obeys  the  law  of  his  own  nature. 

I  assert,  then,  that  the  one  i^reat  sij^nificant  fact  about  Gerald  Massey 
is  that  he  was  a  pronounced,  an  ardent  and  a  zealous  P'reethinker. 
Twenty-five  years  ag^o,  when  I  was  enjoying-  the  sweets  of  Christian  charit} 
in  Holloway  Goal,  for  the  crime  (which  will  some  day  be  reckoned  m\ 
virtue)  of  "  bring-ing  the  Holy  Scripture  and  the  Christian  Religion  into 
disbelief  and  contempt,"  I  should  have  received  a  visit  from  Massey,  who 
was  then  on  a  visit  to  Eng-land  from  .America,  but  he  was  churlishlv 
refused  a  visiting-  order  from  the  Home  Office.  He  sent  me,  however, 
his  two  magfnificent  volumes  on  "The  Natural  Genesis,"  which  I  still  have 
and  prize;  and  to  the  interim  editor  of  the  Freethinker  (Dr.  .Aveling")  he 
sent  a  note  in  which  he  said  of  me — "  I  fight  the  same  battle  as  himselt, 
although  with  a  somewhat  different  weapon." 

Massey  foug"ht  the  same  battle  as  I.  That  is  the  important  point.  Why 
quarrel  about  the  weapon  ?  He  didn't.  He  recog^nized  a  fellow  soldier 
wi  the  same  holy  war.  Whether  you  fire  a  six-hundred-pound  shot  frem  a 
big-  gun,  or  work  a  maxim,  or  wield  a  long--range  rifle,  or  charg-e  home 
with  the  glint  of  cold  steel  and  the  thrust  of  the  deadly  bayonet,  you  are 
doings  your  part  to  disable  and  defeat  the  enemy.  Your  position  in  the 
Army  of  Human  Liberation  shall  be  as  it  may  be.  That  is  a  mere  social 
accident.  Whatever  your  part  is,  pla}-  it  well  ;  stand  tc^  your  post,  keep 
your  eye  on  the  foe,  stri'Ke  home  at  the  right  moment  ;  and  whether  you 
^re  the  general  with  the  brooding^  brow,  or  the  common  soldier  with 
strong-  arms  and  stout  heart,  you  shall  have  your  share  oi  the  victory. 

I  have  not  yet  seen  Massey's  last  two  volumes,  completing-  his  long 
comment  on  the  text  "Out  of  Egypt  have  I  called  my  son."  Sometimes 
a  text  is  false  in  one  sense,  and  true  in  another.  The  Jews  never  were  in 
Eg-ypt,  but  Christ  was.  The  holy  mother  and  child — the  one  a  virg^in,  th-. 
other  a  g-od — were  worshiped  in  Eg-ypt  millenniunis  before  the  Christian 
era.  The  mythical  Christ  came  out  of  Egypt.  It  was  there  that  all  the 
dog-mas  of  early  Christianity,  and  all  its  myths  and  leg-ends  were  manu- 
factured ;  for,  until  the  Mohammedan  wave  of  conquest  swept  Christianity 
out  of  North  .Africa.,  it  was  not  Rome,  nor  even  Constantinople,  that  was 
the  most  important  Christian  centre,  but  Alexandria,  where  East  aad 
West  met,  where  Greek  science  and  philosophy  and  Oriental  superstition 
and  mysticism  faced  each  other  for  a  death-g-rapple,  where  Hypatia  was 
murdered  and  the  g-reat  Museum  destroyed,  where  Christianity  was  at  last 
established    on  the  ruins  of  "  the  g-randeur   that  was   Greece,"  leaving   for 
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another  famous  city,  farther  west  in  the    Mediterranean,  its  establishment 
on  the  ruins  "  of  the  glory  that  was  Rome." 

Among-  the  quotations  on  the  back  of  the  title-paj^^e  of  "  The  Natural 
Genesis,"  pubhshed  in  1883,  Massey  included  this  one  from  the  Atheist 
who  was  called  "  The  Devil's  Chaplain  "  and  was  twice  imprisoned  for 
"  blasphemy  "  — for  one  year  in   1828,  and  for  two  years  in  1831  : 

"  Bind  it  about  thy  neck,  and  write  it  upon  the  tablet  oi'  thy  heart, 
'  Everything  of  Christianity  is  of  Egyptian  origin.'  " — Rev.  Robt.  Taylor, 
Oa>kham  Gaol.   1829. 

Here  is  another  striking  and  pregnant  passage  from  the  close  of  Mas- 
sev's  "  Explanatory  "  Preface  : 

"  The  writer  has  not  only  shown  that  the  current  theology  (.s,  but  also 
ho7v  it  has  been,  falsely  founded  on  a  misinterpretation  of  mythology  by 
unconsciously  inheriting  the  leavings  of  primitive  or  archaic  man  and 
ignorantly  mistaking  these  for  divine  revelations.  The  work  culminates 
in  tracing  the  transformation  of  astronomical  mythology  into  the  system 
of  Equinoctial  Christology  called  Christianity,  and  demonstrating  the  non- 
historic  nature  of  the  canonical  gospels  by  means  of  the  original  mythos  in 
which  the  Messianic  mystery,  the  Virgin  motherhood,  the  incarnation  and 
birth,  the  miraculous  life  and  character,  the  crucifixion  and  resurrection, 
of  the  Savior  Son  who  was  the  Word  of  all  Ages,  were  altogether 
allegorical." 

This  was  a  clean  sweep  of  the  New  Testament  history.  It  was  putting 
Christianity  into  a  sweating-bath  o'i  Egyptian  mythology,  in  v.-hich  it  wa.s 
utterly  dissolved.  No  wonder  the  newspaper  obituaries  of  Gerald  Massey 
are  silent  in  this  direction. 

As  soon  as  I  can  find  time  I  will  read  and  deal  v.ith  the  last  instalment 
of  Gerald  Massey's  real  life-work.  Meanwhile,  I  cannot  help  noting  the 
fact  that  he  labored  at  these  two  big  volumes  with  ail  his  remaining 
strength,  seeing  them  through  the  press  by  a  great  effort  (in  more  wa)  s 
than  one),  and  dying  only  a  few  weeks  after  he  had  placed  them  securely 
before  the  world. 

How  stern  and  grand  is  such  a  life-work  in  comparison  with  the  easy 
task  of  those  who  take  a  few  points  of  Ereethought  criticism  that  have 
obviously  iriumphed,  and  put  them  forward  with  the  air  of  discoverers  as 
the  New  Theology- — without  the  loss  of  a  single  penny,  and  with  a  great 
gain  in  notoriety  and  applause.  Gerald  Massey  was  not  a  camp-follower, 
he  was  a  pioneer.  He  looked  for  other  rewards  than  those  which  the  mob 
of  the  hour  can  bestow.  I  have  been  struck  once  more  at  the  noble  pathos 
of  his  "  Dedicatory  "  verses  to  the  great  work  he  sent  me  in  Holloway 
Gaol.  They  moved  me  to  tears  then  ;  I  can  scarcely  withhold  them  now. 
The   poet-scholar   feels  his   isolation    while  accomplishing    his  self-imposed 
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task.  He  compares  himself  to  a  diver  whose  friends  watch  anxiously  for 
his  return  : 

"  Year  after  year  went  bv, 

And  watchers  wondered  when 
The  diver  to  their  welcoming  cry 
Of  joy,  would  rise  again 

"  And  St  11  rolled  on  Time's  wave, 
That  whitened  as  it  passed  : 
The  ground  is  getting  toward  the  grave 
That  I  have  reached  at  last. 

"Child  after  child  would  say — 
'  Ah,  when  his  work  in  done 

Father  will  come  >rifh  us  and  play ' 

"Tis  done.     And  playtime's  gone. 

"  A  willing  slave  for  years, 
I  strove  to  set  men  free  ; 
Mine  were  the  labors,  hopes,  and  fears.. 
Be  theirs  the  victory.' 

I  call  that  a  sing-ularly  noble  utterance.  Such  is  the  spirit  in  which  "frear 
men  fi^ht  for  their  convictions.  The_\'  look  beyond  the  tumults  and  shout- 
ings of  the  day.  They  are  touched  by  what  the  Master  called  "  the 
prophetic  soul  of  the  wide  world  dreaming-  on  tiling's  to  come."  Thev 
strive,  not  for  themselves,  but  for  humanity.  .And  they  have  their  reward. 
They  were  true  to  themselves,  and  they  contributed  to  the  triumph  of 
truth  and  proi^ress.  Nothing-  that  happens  can  rob  them  of  that  con- 
sciousness, and  it  lifts  them  up  above  all  suflferiijg-s  and  miseries.  .\nd 
therefore  I,  for  one,  feel  a  soft  smile  stealing-  over  the  gravity  of  mv  face 
as  I  raise  my  own  sword — battered,  but  I  hope  never  dishonored — and 
salute  the  older  soldier  who  now  rests  from  his  long-  tig-ht.  Here  indeed 
is  peace  with  honor.  Here  indeed  lies  one  of  those  whose  works  live  after 
them.  The  g-ood  he  did  shall  not  be  interred  with  his  bones  ;  it  shall  be 
as  seed  sown,  it  shall  fructify,  and  bear  a  rich  harvest  for  future 
y-enerations. 


Artistic   Language. 

At  a  golf  club  in  Scotland,  the  minister  was  reproved  by  an  elder  of  his 
kirk  for  the  ultra-Scriptural  terms  in  which  he  referred  to  his  hard  luck-- 
or  bad  play.  He  excused  himself  in  this  fashion  :  "  Weel,  David,  [  wa^ 
nae  sae  mich  swearing-  as  merelv  embellishing-  mv  feelings." 


Prof.  Thomson  stated  that  a  pinch  of  radium  would  give  out  sufficienr 
force  to  propel  a  ship  across  the  Atlantic.  But  it  would  require  two  thou- 
sand years  for  the  voyage.  And  in  the  meantime  the  radium  would  be 
decomposed  into  lead,  helium,  and   several  unnamed  elements. 
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EVOLUTION   IN  A   METHODIST   PULPIT. 

I'KOM     "POWER    AND    POISE." 

Some  weeks  aijo,  Rev.  Worth  M.  Tippy,  pastor  of  the  Epvvorth  Memorial 
Church,  Cleveland,  said  from  the  pulpit  in  his  Sunday  morning  sermon,  in 
suhstance,  as  follows  : 

There  are  two  views  of  life.  One  is  a  view  that  has  been  the  historical 
conception  from  time  immemorial.  It  has  come  to  be  almost  a  part  of  the 
lives  of  a  great  many  of  us.  It  is  the  story  of  the  Creation  as  o;-iven  in 
the  book  of  Genesis.      The  other  view  embodies  the  theory  of  evolution. 

Those  who  hold  the  former  view,  believe  that  Adam  and  Eve  were  the 
first  man  and  woman  upon  the  earth,  that  they  were  created  sinless  and 
perfect,  and  that  they  fell  throug^h  disobedience  to  the  commands  of  God. 

Those  who  hold  the  other  view  believe  that  men  and  women,  as  we 
now  see  them,  have  come  up  from  a  much  lower  form  of  life  ;  that  the 
forefathers  of  us  all,  away  back  in  the  ag'es,  were  savaj^es  ;  and  that  still 
larther  back  in  the  history  of  the  race,  our  progenitors  were  even  lower 
than  savages  in  the  scale  of  animal  development  and  progress  ;  that  the 
race  has  slowly  evolved  generation  after  generation. 

We  now  know  to  a  certainty  that  the  story  of  th.e  Creation  as  found  in 
the  book  of  Genesis  is  poetry.  It  is  figurative,  symbolical.  It  is  a 
beautiful  allegory. 

We  know  that  a  day,  as  the  word  is  us  d  in  this  stor)',  signifies  count- 
less ages.  We  know  that  the  earth  was  slowly  transformed  from  one 
state  or  condition  to  another  ;  that  millions  of  years  were  required  to 
bring  the  earth  to  the  state  in  which  we  now  find  it. 

Science  has  established  the  law  of  evolution  to  an  absolute  certainty. 
We  now  know,  positively,  that  the  human  family  has  been  slowly  evolving 
for  countless  ages.  We  know  that  we  are  still  evolving,  that  we  are  still 
progressing,  that  we  are  still  developing  into  higher  and  better  men  and 
women. 

What  the  possibilities  of  human  attainment  are  nobod}  knows  ;  but  we 
do  know,  to  an  absolute  certainty,  that  all  we  are  now,  is  what  we  have 
developed  to  from  a  much  lower  order  of  beings,  and  we  are  sure  that  we 
can  develop  a  great  deal  higher  than  we  now  are. 

What  a  helpful,  encouraging,  comforting  thought  !  All  that  the  race  is, 
it  has  made  itself  ;  and  the  possibilities  of  a  further  development  seem 
unlimited. 

Hilt  with  this  thought  comes  another.  It  is  the  thought  of  the  tremen- 
dous responsibility  that  rests  upon  those  who  have  made  the  most  progress 
in  the  process  of  e\olution — the  responsibility    of  helping    those  who  have 
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been  less  favored,  the  responsibilit\-  of  pointini^  out  a  better  way  to 
those  who  are  leading  immoral  and  criminal  lives. 

For,  after  ail,  the  difference  between  us  is  largely  a  difference  of  under- 
standing, a  difference  of  mental  development,  a  difference  in  the  positions 
we  occupy  in  the  scale  of  evolution. 

A  criminal  Vv'ould  not  be  a  criminal  if  he  could  ful]\-  realize  what  we 
know  to  be  true.  He  would  not  court  disasters  that  are  sure  to  overtake 
him,  if  he  could  see  a  better  way. 

Let  us,  then,  do  all  in  our  po\Ter  to  uplift  these  unfortunate  cyies  of  all 
descriptions.  Let  us  endeavor  to  show  them  a  better  and  happier  way  of 
livino-.      Let  us  endeavor  to  hasten  their  evolution. 


By  way  of  explanation  I  will  add,  that  the  Epworth  Memorial  M.  E, 
Church,  of  which  Mr.  Tippy  is  pastor,  is  one  of  Cleveland's  largest,  most 
popular  and  progressive  churches.  There  are  more  than  one  thousand 
members,  the  main  audience  room  will  seat  about  one  thousand  people, 
and  it  is  usually  well  filled.  Mr.  Tippy  talks  to  a  large  congregation  of 
bright,  intellectual  and  progressive  people,  not  empty  benches. 

The  Epworth  church  is  a  leader  in  practicttl  Christianity — in  all  benevo- 
lent, charitable  and  really  helpful  work  in  the  interests  of  the  poor  and 
needy,  the  unfortunate  and  discouraged,  the  undeveloped  and  vicious. 
This  branch  of  the  church  work  is  thoroughly  organized,  and  those  who 
have  it  in  charge  are  earnestly  and  industriously  working  in  a  practical, 
common  sense  manner,  that  is  actually  accomplishing  something-  woath 
while. 

Compare,  if  you  will,  the  views  of  Mr.  Tippy  relative  to  evolution  with 
the  doctrine  of  infant  damnation,  and  the  doctrine  that  some  of  us  are  born 
to  be  saved,  while  others  are  born  to  be  damned,  and  that  thev  will  be 
damned  anyway,  no  matter  what  they  may  do  towards  living  the  very  best 
lives  they  possibly  can — compare  these  two,  if  you  will,  and  then  ask  your- 
self if  the  world  is  not  progressing,  if  the  law  of  evolution  is  not  operat- 
ing in  the  churches  themselves  ? 

Can  you  see  any  reason  why  the  Epworth  Memorial  Church  should  be- 
come what  it  is  in  the  twelve  or  fifteen  years  since  it  was  first  organized 
by  a  few  earnest  and  devoted  nien  and  women,  who,  at  first,  held  their 
serv^ices  in  a  small  rented  hall  ? 

Can  you  see  any  reason  why  this  fine  church  edifice,  seating  more  than 
a  thousand  people,  should  be  well  filled  Sunday  after  Sunday,  when  the 
pastors  of  many  of  the  most  wealthy,  and  formerly  the  most  fashionable 
churches,  are  talking  to  empty  pews  ?  Does  it  seem  as  though  the  doc- 
trine of  "  The  Survival  of  the  Fittest  "  might  apply  even  here  ? 
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Tax  Exemptions  in  Toronto. 

When  such  people  as  the  Mayor  of  Toronto  and  members  of 
the  Board  of  Control  and-  the  City  Council  begin  grumbling- 
about  the  immense  amount  of  property  within  the  city  limits 
which  is  exempt  from  taxation,  wo  iiiay  be  quite  sure  o(  two 
things  :  first,  that  the  matte'r  is  a  very  important  one  ;  and 
second,  that  public  sentiment  is  beginning  to  turn  in  favor  of 
a  rational  settlement  of  it.  It  may  be  conceived  that  the  men 
to  whom  we  have  referred  may  be  chiefly  hankering  after  the 
handling  of  more  money,  which  may  possibly  mean  for  them 
and  their  friends  more  "graft.;"  but  they  would  not  risk  the 
loss  of  their  positions  by  expressing  such  opinions  unless  they 
thought  the  public  would  back  them  up. 

A  good  many  arguments  are  put  forward  to  justif}-  this  .sys- 
tem of  tax  exemptions,  but  in  our  opinion  they  are  lar  more 
than  offset  by  the  considerations  that  the  exemptions  serve  the 
sinister  purpose  of  hiding  many  gross  abuses  from  the  public 
eye,  that  they  tend  to  encourage  hypocrisy  and  false  returns 
of  property  valuation,  and  prevent  the  taxpayers  from  knowing 
what  their  expenditure  really  stands  for. 

Man}-  large  areas  of  vacant  land  are  held  for  years  in  the 
iiame  of  some  church,  so  as  to  escape  taxation  until  the  price 
is  sufficiently  high  to  justify  a  sale  ;  and  much  real  estate  is 
exempt  from  taxation  on  the  ground  that  the  businesses  there 
carried  on  are  for  the  public  benefit,  whereas  they  are  private 
speculations,  such  as  boarding  schools,  simply  using  the  name 
of  a  sect  or  a  church  to  secure  business,  or  so-called  "chari- 
table institutions,"  often  rather  a  means  of  securing  salaries 
for  a  few  officials  than  serving  any  good  public  purpose. 

Tax  exemption  is  generally  regarded  as  the  remittance  of  a 
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sort  of  fine  which  does  not  affect  the  public  purse.  There  is, 
unfortunately,  a  wide-spread  sentiment — often  expressed — that 
a  man  who  evades  the  payment  of  his  fair  share  of  taxation  is 
doings  a  g^ood  piece  of  business.  This  seems  to  be  the  idea  of 
the  churches  especiall}'  ;  but  if  such  conduct  be  regarded  in 
its  true  light — as,  in  short,  a  means  of  robbings  the  rest  of  the 
community  by  a  small  section  for  its  own  benefit — the  feeling' 
migfht  be  verv  different. 

This  tax  exemption  system  is  forced  upon  Toronto,  as  well 
as  upon  other  cities,  by  Acts  of  the  Legislature,  under  w^hich, 
upon  payment  of  a  nominal  fee,  an  institution  can  secure  a 
charter  as  a  charity  or  a  "  seminary  of  learning,"  and  thus 
at  once  become  entitled  to  exemption  from  taxation,  though 
as  a  public  institution  it  has  no  more  significance  than  a  boot 
and  shoe  store  or  a  grocery  on  the  same  street.  There  \s  a 
case  right  in  front  of  the  Legislative  buildings  in  Toronto, 
where  a  Conservatory  of  Music — a  purely  private  business — 
is  carrving  on  a  large  boarding-house  for  the  convenience  oi' 
its  pupils  under  one  of  these  charters,  and  the  general  public 
has  to  subsidize  it  to  the  extent  of  some  hundreds  of  dollars 
per  annum.  The  latest  case  we  have  heard  of  in  this  line  is 
that  of  an  *'  incorporated  "  fencing  and  boxing  school  which 
applied  for  exemption,  the  Board  of  Control  pitifully  admitting 
that  it  had  no  power  to  refuse  the  application. 


The  Churches  the  Worst  Offenders. 

As  might  be  expected  in  a  city  which  is  the  headquarters  of 
all  the  leading  Protestant  sects  in  Canada,  the  churches  are 
the  w^orst  grafters  in  this  tax-exemption  line.  Out  of  a  total 
of  nearly  $30,000,000  of  assessed  value  of  exempt  properties 
— vastly  below  their  real  value,  of  course — the  churches  are 
answerable  for  over  four-and-a-half  millions,  the  Anglicans 
heading  the  list,  w+iich  is  as  follows  : 

SECT.  NO.  OF  CHURCHES.  ASSESSED  VALUE. 

Church  of  England 36 $1,100,568 

Methodist 32 1,050,964 

Presbyterian 28 955,808 

Roman  Catholic 14 602,938 

Baptist .    17 362,836 

Congregational 7 219,982 

Other  sects 45 354,860 


Total 179 $4,657,956 
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This  means  that  at  i8^  mills  per  dollar,  the  current  rate  of 
taxation,  the  churches  of  Toronto  are  subsidized  by  the  tax- 
payers to  the  extent  of  $86, 172  per  annum,  or  an  average  cash 
payment  to  each  church  of  $481  !  Do  the  tax-payers  really 
understand  that  their  hard-earned  mone\-  is  disposed  of  in  this 
reckless  and  shamelessly  unjust  manner  ? 

About  three  years  ag^o  the  Jarvis  Street  Baptist  Church, 
which  for  some  years  had  set  an  example  of  honesty  to  the 
other  churches  by  payin^r  its  share  of  taxes,  ceased  this  plan 
of  interpreting  the  Scriptural  injunction  to  "  Render  unto 
Caesar  the  things  that  are  Caesar's,"  basing  its  action  upon  the 
tact  that  the  City  Council  had  granted  to  the  Anglican  Church 
a  valuable  site  for  a  new  church  on  the  Island.  No  one  can 
wonder  at  this  action  of  the  Baptists,  for,  besides  being  sub- 
sidized by  remission  of  city  taxes  to  the  extent  of  over  $20,000, 
the  Anglican  Church  has  received  some  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  dollars  from  the  Clergy  Reserves,  the  rectors  of  all 
the  old  parishes  receiving  from  this  source  additions  to  their 
salaries  of  over  $1,000  each.  The  Church  of  England  in 
Canada,  like  its  mother  church  in  Britain,  is  nothing  but  one 
huge  parasitic  growth,  and  to  help  it  by  remitting  its  share  of 
taxation  is  not  so  much  like  oreasinp-  a  fat  sow  as  like  ban- 
quetmg  a  highway  robber. 


Other  Parasitic  Outgrowths. 

Among  the  other  tax-exemptions,  perhaps  those  on  the 
properties  of  the  Ontario  and  Dominion  Governments  are  the 
least  objectionable,  and  yet  it  is  clear  that  with  them,  as  with 
some  others,  it  would  greatly  facilitate  a  fair  adjustment  of 
property  values  in  other  cases  if  all  real  estate  was  assessed 
and  taxed  on  the  same  basis,  and  if,  instead  of  remitting  the 
taxes  in  a  loose  way,  definite  sums  were  agreed  upon  and  paid 
for  whatever  services  were  rendered  on  either  side.  In  some 
cases  injustice  is  done  to  some  localities  b\-  the  refusal  or  neg- 
lect of  the  Provincial  or  Dominion  Government  to  perform 
its  duty  as  an  owner  of  real  estate. 

When  it  is  renumbered    that   these  Govern meiU    prop^^rties 
hav3  a  total  assassei  vilue  of  $5,2  :;|,035,  an  J  that  t'lay  o:cu,3v 
large  areas  in  the  central  parts  oi'  the  city,  interfering  greatly 
with    urban   intercommunication,  their  importance  to  the  city 
will   he  understood. 
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Next  to  the  churches,  however,  the  Universities  and  their 
affiliated  instltuhons  are  the  worst  bloodsuckers  among-  those 
that  are  fast  making- Toronto  one  of  the  dearest  cities  in  whic/i 
to  Hve.  In  addition  to  the  large  amount  of  real  estate  and  the 
heavy  subsidies  given  in  cash  by  the  Provincial  Government, 
exemption  from  taxation  subsidized  these  institutions  to  the 
extent  of  over  $44,000  per  annum.  And  to  what  end  ?  Do 
the  citizens  of  Toronto,  whose  money  is  squandered  in  such 
a  reckless  fashion,  understand  that  this  monev  is  given  in  aid 
of  schools  and  teachers  who  are  almost  entire!}- identified  with 
the  churches  ?  P'ancy  a  University  the  faculty  and  stitdents 
of  which  almost  to  a  man — and  woman — could  go  into  rap- 
turous enthusiasm  over  the  platitudes  and  crudities,  the  sole- 
cisms and  bigotry,  of  a  William  Jennings  Bryan  !  Whv,  if 
the  University  could  afford  to  pa}-  his  salary,  Billy  Sundav  or 
Revivalist  Torrey  would  seem  best  suited  to  the  mental  status 
of  the  Toronto  University  people,  backed  by  the  c///c  oi'  our 
provincial  society,  and  yet  Toronto  citizens  subsidize  this  Uni- 
versity by  a  cash  allowance  of  $44,000  a  year,  as  if  thev  were 
not,  like  an  Old  Man  of  the  Sea,  already  overburdened. 

The  Public  and  Separate  Schools  are  assessed  for  a  total  of 
$1,554,000,  making  their  tax  exemption  amount  to  $28,749. 
In  this  case,  of  course,  there  would  be  simply  a  small  matter 
of  bookkeeping  apart  from  the  effect  upon  the  equitable 
assessment  of  other  properties.  But  just  look  at  the  difference 
in  the  justice  of  these  last  two  exemptions. 

In  the  case  of  the  Public  Schools,  only  a  simple  scheme  of 
education  is  attempted  or  is  possible.  Perhaps,  indeed,  it  is 
too  elaborate  to  be  as  useful  as  it  mig'-ht  be  ;  but,  as  far  as  it 
goes,  it  is  considered  to  comprise  the  essential  groundwork  of 
mental  culture  for  the  masses.  But  it  is  rightfully  regarded 
as  a  necessary  factor  in  the  national  life  and  progress,  though 
we  hope  to  see  it  wonderfully  improved  ere  long.  And  towards 
this  great  work  the  tax  exemption  subsidy  amounts  to  about 
65  cents  per  head  of  the  scholars. 

The  Universities  and  Colleges,  however,  are  strictly  class 
institutions,  supported  largely  by  donations  from  the  wealth\ 
supporters  of  the  churches,  but  mainly  established  and  main- 
tained by  large  grants  of  public  lands  and  grants  of  public 
money.  In  this  latter  view  they  are  on  the  same  plane  as  the 
Public  Schools,  and  if  they  were  thrown  open  to  successful 
pupils  of  the  latter  not  much  could   be  urged  against  them  as 
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class  institutions  ;  but  the  fees  required  are  prohibitory  for  the 
masses,  althouiofh  they  represent  but  a  fraction  of  the  total  cost 
of  the  so-called  education  imparted.  From  these  facts  it  can 
be  seen  that  the  Universities  and  Colleg"es  are  charitv  schools 
mainly  supported  by  the  churches  for  the  conversion  of  short- 
brained  youths  into  the  professional  parasites  called  preachers 
whose  duty  it  is  to  try  and  stop  the  progress  of  intellectual 
development.  And  to  support  this  pauperizing-  system,  the 
citizens  of  Toronto  are  compelled  by  tax  exemption  to  contri- 
bute a  sum  equal  to  over  $15  per  head  of  the  college  students! 
Toronto  has  often  been  called  a  city  of  churches,  and  few- 
cities,  we  imagine,  can  make  as  good  a  claim  to  such  a  title. 
It  has  a  church  building  for  every  1,500  individuals  in  the 
city,  and  it  is  easy  to  understand  why  the  McCaul  Methodists 
found  it  impossible  to  carry  their  mortgage  debt,  and  were 
glad  to  sell  their  church  at  one-half  its  cost  to  the  Jews  for  a 
synagogue.  One  can  understand,  too,  wh}-  the  Revivalist  is 
a  necessary  aid  to  the  preacher  in  reviving  the  religious  fervor 
of  the  laity.  Salvation  may  be  nominally  "free  and  without 
price,"  but  that  is  only  the  pulpit  faker's  gag.  Like  every 
other  thing  in  the  world,  if  you  want  it  you  must  pay  for  it. 
And  the  fact  that  so  many  Billy  Sundays  and  Torreys  are  on 
the  job  proves  that  the  mass  of  people  are  beginning  to  look 
for  solid  value  for  their  good  money,  and  justifies  the  confi- 
dence of  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Toronto  in  question- 
ing the  justice  of  the  system  we  have  referred  to.  Religious 
superstition  ma}-  still  have  an  immense  hold  upon  the  people, 
but  the  day  is  rapidly  approaching  when  the  schoolmaster's 
facts  must  overpower  the  preacher's  fictions. 


More  Religious  Lunacy. 

Where  shall  we  draw  the  line  between  pious  sanity  and  in- 
sanity ?  The  enthusiastic  Methodist  or  the  shouting  Salva- 
tionist who  ecstatically  descants  upon  the  blessedness  of  belief 
in  *' Christ  and  him  crucified,"' and  anathematizes  all  doubters, 
is  generally  a  sharp — often  a  too  sharp— man  of  business  when 
he  opens  shop  on  Monday  morning,  though  his  religious  per- 
formances would  stamp  him  as  a  paranoiac.  When  the  Douk- 
hobors  came  to  Canada,  it  was  thought  by  many  that,  though 
they  had  very  strong  religious  opinions,  they  w^ould  get  over 
that  failing  in  course  of  time  ;  but  years   have  gone  b)',  and 
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their  strang'e  religious  hallucinations  seem  only  to  grow- 
stronger.  Though  Verenigin,  their  leader,  is  said  to  have 
lost  some  of  his  hold  upon  them,  they  still  are  afflicted  with 
the  idea  that  their  chief  duty  is  to  strip  stark  naked  and  march 
in  a  body  to  "seek  Jesus."  They  believe  that  the  Biblical 
injunction  is  a  direct  and  imperative  duty,  not  a  mere  eccle- 
siastical by-law  that  is  complied  with  when  you  join  a  church 
and  pay  your  dues  to  it.  Even  when  they  are  being  sent  home 
in  railway  cars  they  delight  in  exhibiting  themselves  naked  at 
the  windows,  to  the  disgust  of  the  people  of  the  town  through 
which  they  pass.  The  Methodists  are  relig^ioush- insane  some- 
times— the  Doukhobors  are  religious  all  the  time. 

The  last  item  of  this  sort  to  hand  comes  from  Easton,  Pa., 
April  29,  telling  of  the  murder  of  a  little  girl  by  a  fanatical 
sect  at  Nazareth,  near  Easton,  the  previous  Sunday.  The 
child's  parents  are  named  Smith,  and  its  uncle,  Robert  Bach- 
man,  is  charg-ed  with  the  murder.  The  father  is  in  jail  also, 
and  shouts  and  prays,  and  asserts  that  Bachman  was  directed 
by  the  Holy  Spirit  to  sacrifice  the  child,  who  was  possessed 
by  the  devil.  Bachman  also  sa}s  he  was  directed  by  ''  heaven  " 
to  kill  the  girl,  and  asserts  that  he  is  to  be  crucified  and  "  save  "' 
the  world.  Mrs.  Smith  has  been  released,  and  says  she  only 
joined  the  sect  to  keep  peace  with  her  husband,  who  was  kind 
to  her  when  he  was  not  "  religious,"  but  was  furious  when 
she  refused  to  join  the  new  religion.  Well  may  we  ask  the 
question  :  Does  religion  produce  lunacy,  or  does  lunacy  pro- 
duce religion  ? 

Tolstoy  on   Death  and  Eternal   Life. 

An  interesting  despatch  comes  from  Paris  regarding  Tol- 
stoy's utterances  in  contemplating  his  approaching  death.  It 
is  dated  April  22  : 

"  '  I  know  with  certainty  that  in  dying  I  shall  be  happy,  and  that  I  .shall 
enter  a  world  more  real.'  Count  Tolstoy  thus  suras  up  his  anticipation  of 
death  in  reply  to  a  friend  who  congratulated  him  upon  his  approaching  80th 
birthday.  All  earthly  life,  he  says,  is  a  dream  and  death  the  true  awakening. 
He  awaits  that  awakening  with  happiness. 

"  Elaborating  on  this  idea,  he  says  :  '  Our  earthl}-  life  is  one  of  dreams  of 
another  and  more  real  life,  and  that  other  life  is  a  dream  of  yet  another,  and 
that  other  life  is  a  dream  of  yet  another,  and  so  on  ad  infinitum  even  to  the 
last  life,  the  life  of  God.'      Of  death  at   different  a^es  and   under  different  cir- 
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cumstances,  he  says  :  '  Death  in  VDiith  is  as  when  a  man  is  awakened  before  he 
has  slept  fuM  measure.  Death  in  old  age  is  as  when  a  man  awakes  oi  his  own 
accord  from  a  good  sleej>.  Suicide  is  a  nightmare,  which  a  man  banishes  by 
remembering  that  he  is  asleep.      He  makes  an  effort  and  wakes.' " 

It  would  not  be  profitable  to  attempt  to  criticize  the  words 
of  a  dreamer  iike  Tolstoy,  uttered  at  a  time  of  mental  and 
physical  weakness,  thoug^h  they  may  have  a  certain  value  as 
indicating-  the  basis  of  his  philosophy.  Infants  and  drunkards 
are  reported  to  have  the  faculty  of  telling-  the  truth,  though 
experience  proves  that  l}ing-and  deception  are  easily  acquired 
by  children  and  common  g^ifts  of  drunken  men,  and  n"i.en  in 
robust  health  have  no  monopoly  of  the  power  of  uttering 
foolish  philosophy  or  dreaming  impossible  dreams.  Tolstoy 
may  have  uttered  the  rubbish  that  is  attributed  to  him.  Worse 
stuff  can  be  found  in  many  current  periodicals. 

Christian   Union. 

While  some  of  the  Protestant  "hot  air  artists  "  are  trying 
to  boom  "  the  organic  union  of  Christendom,"  including  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  in  their  schemes,  actual  events  con- 
stantly prove  the  futility  of  any  attempt  in  this  direction.  At 
North  Bay,  Out.,  a  good  sample  was  exhibited  on  June  28, 
the  day  of  the  fete  of  St,  Jean  Bi^ptiste.  There  is  a  $50,000 
Catholic  church  at  North  Bay,  with  a  membership  of  nearly 
two  thousand,  about  one-fourth  being  French  Canadians  ;  and 
these  latter  complain  that  all  they  get  out  of  the  church  exer- 
cises is  one  French  sermon  each  Sundavand  one  French  mass 
per  year.  All  the  church  wants  of  them,  they  say,  is  their 
money.  On  the  fete  of  St.  Jean  the  French  choir  asked  to  be 
allowed  to  sing  a  mass  in  French  to  the  greater  glory  of  St. 
Jean,  but  Choirmaster  Hughes  told  them  it  could  not  be 
allowed,  as  it  would  upset  arrangements  already  made.  Upon 
this,  the  French  part  of  the  congregation  left  and  held  an  in- 
dignation meeting,  and  it  is  said  that  a  new  church  may  result. 
Thus  advances  the  cause  of  Christian  union. 

As  to  St.  John  himself,  as  we  have  no  personal  acquaintance 
with,  the  gentleman,  and  do  not  believe,  if  he  ever  existed,  that 
he  would  recognize  his  praises  if  sung  in  French  an)- more  than 
in  Chinese,  we  cannot  conceive  what  difference  it  can  make 
whether  he  is  oleaginized  in  the  vulgar  tongue  o[  Brittany  or 
in  that  of  ancient  Rome.      We  suspect  it  will  be  "all  Greek" 
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to  him,  in  anv  case.  But  it  is  evidently  a  matter  of  supreme 
importance  to  French-Canadian  CathoHcs  that  they  should  be 
allowed  to  yell  their  laudation  of  Herod's  headless  victim  in 
their  native  lingo.  This  they  can  understand,  if  St.  John 
cannot.  And  this  idea  possibly  explains  a  vast  amount  of  the 
enthusiasm  that  marks  many  religious  services — termed 
"heart}  "  and  "  inspiring"  by  the  pastor.  The  people  like 
to  hear  themselves  shout,  even  if  thev  can't  get  farther  than 
''  Glory  !  "  "  Hallelujah  !  "  etc. 


Women's  Political  Enfranchisement. 
As  an  index  to  the  small  amount  of  interest  taken  by  Cana- 
dian women  in  the  cause  of  their  political  freedom,  we  may- 
note  that  at  the  recent  vote  in  Toronto  on  the  by-laws  autho- 
rizing the  issue  of  debentures  to  the  amount  of  about  83,000,- 
000  for  the  construction  of  a  trunk  sewer  and  a  filtration  plant, 
only  about  ten  per  cent,  of  the  women  entitled  as  propert\- 
owners  to  vote  on  such  by-laws  actually  recorded  their  votes. 
The  total  number  of  votes  that  might  have  been  cast  was  ;^;^,~ 
000,  but  only  5,000  votes  were  recorded. 

The  Women's  Congress  at  Milan. 

The  following  item  from  \\\^Juiirnal  de  Charleroi^  of  Brus- 
sels, Belgium,  which  publishes  a  special  weekly  bulletin  by 
M.  Eugene  Hins  under  the  heading  of  "  International  Free- 
thought,"  will  show  that  the  women  oi  Italy  are  a  long  way 
ahead  of  those  oi  Britain  and  America  : 

'' Apres  Je  Congres  feniiniste  de  Rome,  celui  de  Milan  vient  de  se  declarer  a, 
son  tour  pour  L'ENSEIGNEMENT  LAIQUE  ET  NEUTRE. 

"  Ce  Congres  s'est  occupe  de  tout  ce  qui  concerne  la  femme  en  la  suciele 
actuelle  :  de  I'education  morale  et  physique,  de  rinstruction.  des  ecoles  prini- 
aires  et  secondaires,  de  I'egalite  des  droits  des  deux  sexes,  etc. 

"  Le  principe  de  la  neutralite  scolaire  a  ete  le  plus  eloquemment  defendu  pa' 
la  signora  Fasolo,  qui  a  presente  des  propositions  franchement  anticlericales. 
II  faut  que  la  finalite  ethique,  dit-elle,  I'emporte  sur  la  finalite  scholastique,  et 
que  Ton  enseigne  la  morale  civnie,  qui  constitue  une  bonne  regie  de  vie  pour  les 
croyants  corame  pour  les  non  croyants,  et  survit  a  tout  naufrage  possible  de  la 
foi.  EUe  propose  de  reumr  en  une  seule  fonction  communale  educative  et 
laique  I'ecole,  les  oeuvres  post-scolaires,  les  jardins  d'enfants,  les  cantines  sco- 
laires,  les  colonies  scolaires. 

"II  y  a  eu  riposte  de  la  part  d'une  championne  de  I'en.seignement  religieux, 
raais  aa  vote  final,  I'institutrice  qui  avait  pris  ce  r6le  ingrat  ii'a  recueilli  que 
quatre  suffrages,  dont  deux  masculins.— D'apres  la  '  Ragione  '  de  Lugano. 

"  Elles  vont  bien,  les  femmes  Italiennes  '  " 
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THE  NEW  GOSPEL. 

These  are  the  days  when  the  Hij^her  Criticism  is  necessary  to  obtain  an 
up-to  date  understanding-  of  what  is  contained  in  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old 
and  New  Testaments.  Revision  was  as  necessary  in  the  word  of  a  god  as 
in  a  customs  tariff  if  we  were  to  keep  pace  with  the  times  in  spiritual  as  in 
temporal  matters,  and  the  higher  critics  showed  the  necessity  for  revision. 
The  result  has  been  on  the  whole  satisfactory,  though  in  the  adjustment  of 
matter  containing  so  many  details,  somebody  was  sure  to  be  disappointed, 
whether  the  business  affected  be  the  saving  of  souls  or  the  export  of  saw- 
logs.  However,  business  generally  has  greatly  benefited  and  the  traffic 
in  godliness  is  showing  great  gains.  Among  some  of  the  changes  that 
give  the  trade  satisfaction  vve  note  : 

The  funny  business  of  Aaron — greatest  living  or  dead  prestidigitator — 
before  Pharaoh  is  true — allegorically.  So  is  the  story  of  Joshua's  unpre- 
cedented astronomical  feat.  So  is  Samson's  feat  with  the  jawbone,  but  it 
appears  that  in  the  original  the  sex  of  the  animal  was  indicated  but  the 
record  is  lost.  The  manna  story  is  absolutely  true,  besides  which  it  is 
probably  correct,  as  at  the  time  that  the  Israelites  journeyed  in  the  desert 
a  part  of  Eastern  Arabia  was  probably  covered  with  forests  of  the  sago 
palm,  which  would  thrive  in  that  country  if  the  soil  and  climate  were  suit- 
able— and  we  have  no  evidence  that  this  was  not  so  :  therefore,  with  the 
wind  blowing  from  the  east  in  the  early  morning  hours — which  it  undoubt- 
edly was,  unless  either  calm  or  blowing  in  some  other  directic^n — the  dry 
sap  of  the  palm  trees  would  be  showered  down  on  God's  people.  It  is 
shown  on  the  evidence  of  eminent  men  of  the  medical  profession  that  sago 
and  water  would  sustain  life  for  a  longer  period  than  forty  years  unless 
they  succumbed  to  heart  failure  in  the  meantime.  Therefore,  if  we  substitute 
the  word  "sago"  for  "manna"  the  case  is  quite  clear.  Indeed,  in  the 
original  Yiddish  the  name  is  not  sago  but  manna. 

The  crossing  of  the  Red  Sea  and  the  drowning  of  the  Egyptians  and  the 
loss  of  all  their  chariots  was  due  to  a  tide  held  back  by  a  wind  (the  Israelites 
raised  the  wind  before  starting,  and  after  they  left  there  was  no  wind  left 
in  the  land  of  Egypt)  so  that  the  sea  came  back  to  its  level.  As  a  further 
corroborative  proof  of  the  sacred  narrative  there  is  not  a  person  named 
Pharaoh  in  Egypt  to-day,  nor  was  there  a  chariot  till  after  the  entry  of  the 
French  into  the  counlr\-. 
^Fhe  story  of  Ezekiel's  dinner  baked  from  the  Lord's  recipe  is  not  dillicull 
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to  believe  when  we  reflect  that  there  were  worse  thini;"s  clone  even  in  those 
days. 

Daniel's  tViends  passini^  throug-h  the  furnace  was  purely  In  pnotic,  and 
adepts  can  perfoem  the  same  feat  to-day  if  they  can  read  and  understand 
Blavatsky's  Secret  Doctrine. 

The  miraculous  birth  of  Jesus  we  can  clearly  understand  if  we  but  reflect 
that  sin  has  blinded  our  eyes  and  prevented  our  seeing-  with  the  eye  of  faith. 
The  feeding-  of  the  five  thousand,  which  another  witness  put  at  four  thou- 
sand appears  to  be  absolutely  true — that  is,  in  a  comparative  sense  for 
several  reasons.  First,  if  the  two  writers  conspired  to  write  a  falsehood, 
would  they  not  have  agreed  as  to  the  figures  of  both  and  adding-  the  four 
and  the  five  set  it  down  at  nine  thousand?  The  very  difference  in  their 
figures  proves  that  both  wrote  the  truth. 

Second.  Ag-ain,  it  is  extremely  probable  that  the  fish  were  of  a  larg^e 
size  and  the  loaves  may  have  been  any  size  ;  for  as  with  the  Lord  a  thousand 
years  are  as  one  day,  so  may  a  thousand  cartloads  of  loaves  be  as  one  loaf. 
In  any  case,  if  the  quantity  of  food  was  insuflficient  for  a  meal  for  so  man}  , 
it  was  clearly  a  case  of  auto-sug-gestion,  such  as  is  now  practised  b}- 
Christian  Scientists. 

Third.  The  fact  that  there  were  twelve  baskets  filled  with  the  fragments 
proves  that  the  food  had  been  miraculously  increased,  which  g-oes  to  show- 
that  the  event  actually  took  place. 

The  making-  of  water  into  wine  in  Gana  is  confirmed,  but  for  "  wine  "  we 
should  read  "  vineg-ar,''  of  which  larg-e  quantities  are  made  to-day  in  the 
same  v.ay,  and  also,  according-  to  the  testimony  of  experts,  eastern  wines 
require  re-Iabelliug-. 

The  diff"erence  between  Matthew  and  Lnke  in  their  acconnts  of  the 
genealogical  tree  of  Him  who  died  on  one  for  the  sake  of  sinful  Scribes 
and  fallen  Pharisees — of  whom  the  Editor  over  the  way  is  Grand  Chief — 
and  in  whicn  Matthew  g-ives  thirteen  forefathers  of  the  Lamb  of  God  less 
than  his  fisher  friend,  has  been  much  exploited.  The  reasons  for  doubting- 
this  part  of  the  Holy  Word  of  God — or  the  Word  of  Holy  God,  whichever 
is  the  rig-ht  term — are  weak  and  easily  explained  away. 

First,  It  is  extremely  probable  that  Matthew,  with  his  experience  as  a 
revenue  officer — he  had  "  sat  at  the  receipt  of  custom  " — would  be  better 
able  to  count  the  crowd  than  his  hun-ible  fishmonger  friend. 

Second.  The  very  diff'erence  between  them  proves  that  both  are  true  in' 
their  accounts.  (See  the  Scriptures  :  "  Let  God  be  true,  but  every  man  u 
liar,"  Rom. 3  :  4. ) 

Thircl.  If  both  sides  of  the  House  beg-in  with  David — a  common  occur- 
rence in  those  days — we  can  suppose  that  one  has  counted  on  the  father's 
side  while  the  other  has  counted  on  the  mother's.      (Note  from  Cockshure 
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Commentaries  :  "  In  them  days  most  every  patriarch  married  a^aiii  unless 
fiis  widow  did. ") 

Of  such  arc  the  infide!  objections,  and  they  can  all  be  answered  as  easily 
and  log"ically  as  those  we  have  noticed.  Enoui^h  to  say  that  the  whole 
book  has  been  overhauled,  leaks  stopped,  drains  and  ventilation  attended 
to,  so  as  to  make  the  whole  strucKire  as  i^ood  as  new  ;  in  fact,  better  in 
spots.  Learned  experts  in  Homiletics,  Apolog'etics  and  Explanetics  have 
spared  none  of  their  brother-in-law's  brains  nor  o(  their  patertamilias-in- 
lavv's  purse  to  prove  that  the  revision  is  up  to  date  and  warranted  to  wear 
for  twenty  years — if  you  keep  it  away  from  acids.  Everything^  has  been 
done  to  make  it  pleasant  for  visitors  and — crownins^  reform  of  all — Hell  has 
been  put  on  halt-time  as  a  ifoing-  concern.  Ultimately  it  is  proposed  to 
close  it  altogether  unless  it  can  be  leased  for  a  long"  term  to  the  Primitive 
Methodists  at  a  good  rental.  If  not  rented,  it  will  be  used  as  a  warehouse 
for  junk  in  w^hich  will  be  stored  not  only  the  heretic  martyrs  but  also  the 
bones  of  ail  and  sundry  who  have  run  counter  to  Moloch's  Modern  Progress. 

{To  be  cv)ithti(e'L) 
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^  ^  Book    Notices-  V^  f: 

SPIRIT,   MATTER  AND   MORALS.     By  R.  Dimsdale  Stocker.     Fcp.  8vo,  cloth, 
75c.  ;  paper  cover,  35c.     Owen  &  Co.,  London. 

In  the  three  essays  forming  this  small  volume  Mr.  Stocker  discusses 
vSpiritualism,  Materialism,  and  Rational  Ethicism,  with  the  object  of 
arriving  at  a  practical  and  credible  foundation  for  "religion."  In  very 
dispassionate  language  the  author  discusses — and  dismisses  as  both  inade- 
quate and  iiV-irious — the  cult  known  as  Spiritualism.  Materialism  is  dis- 
missed with  Professor  Tyndall's  declaration  in  his  Belfast  address  as  a 
text  ;  and  with  references  to  the  teachings  of  philosophers  from  Leucippus 
and  Democritus  to  Buchner,  Haeckel  and  Huxley,  it  is  shown  to  be  not 
antagonistic  to  ethical  religion.  As  Professor  Huxley  asked,  "  Why 
should  the  fact  that  we  have  descended  from  a  pithecoid  pedigree  diminish 
our  divine  right  of  kingship  over  nature?  How  should  mind,  even  if  it 
were  proved  to  be  a  function  of  matter,  be  any  lower  on  that  account?" 
.Vnd  we  might  ask,  even  if  man  did  ascend  from  a  monkey,  why  should  he 
for  that  reason  be  any  worse  than  if  he  had  been  made  of  mud  ? 

We  tally  agree  with  Mr.  Stocker's  general  treatment  of  the  ethical  ques- 
tion, though  we  think  he  overdoes  his  criticism  of  rationalists  as,  too  often, 
"  materialists  of  the    deepest   dye" — who  ha\e    "  surrendered  ever}'  right 
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save  that  by  which  they  strive  to  obtain  a  reputation  as  fact-i^-atherin^ 
machines."  Similar  chari^es  have  been  broug^ht  aj^ainsl  scientists  of  every 
school  ;  but  it  would  be  well  for  critics  to  remember  that  every  cult  will 
have  advocates  of  many  shades  of  opinion,  and  it  seems  unreasonable  to 
dismiss  some  of  these  as  "  crude,"  and  "crass,"  and  so  o\\.  The  author 
almost  identifies  Rationalism  and  Ethicism.  We  would  c;irry  tiie  identifi- 
cation to  the  fullest  extent.  Ethicism  is  nothing-  if  it  is  not  based  on  a 
rational  interpretation  of  the  facts  of  human  life,  and  rationalism  is  mis- 
called if  it  does  not  lead  to  rig-ht  conduct.  Indeed,  it  seesns  to  us  that  the 
instruction  of  the  intellect  is  the  sole  means  of  ethical  advance,  spite  of 
Emerson's  opinion  that  "  the  religion  of  rectitude  is  accounted  but  a  sterile 
chimney-corner  philosophy,"  and  that  ethics  are  adjudged  "  incapable  of 
satisfying  the  affections."  Affections  that  need  irrational  beliefs  to  satisfy 
them  are  but  the  artificial  products  of  long  training  in  supernaturalism 
and  metaphysical  mysticism.  On  the  whole,  Mr.  Stocker's  little  volume 
will  be  found  a  very  suggestive  and  acceptable  discussion  of  the  problem?;. 

REVISED  VERSION. 

Feller  Ben  Rockei — may  his  hair  increase  ! — 
Arou.sed  from  deep  .schemes  mixed  with  pious  peace, 
And  .saw,  untouched  by  superstitiou.s  gloom, 
An  angel  sitting  writing  in  his  room. 

Exceeding  oil  had  made  Ben  Rockei  bland  ; 

In  Standard  literature  he'd   had  his  hand  ; 

Plans  for  new  gifts  revolved  within  his  head  ; 

So  to  the  Presence  in  the  r(X)m  he  said  : 

"  What  writest  thou  ?     Subscriptions  ?     Put  me  down  ! 

What  school,  what  college  shall  my  kindness  crown  ?  " 

"  None.      Here  I  write  (the  Uwk  won't  hold  the  half) 

The  names  of  those  who  love  the  Golden  Calf." 

"  And  is  mine  one  ?  '  asked  Rockei.      "  Well,  I  guess  !  " 
Chuckled  the  Angel.      Rockei's  smile  grew  less  ; 
But  still  he  cheerily  urged  :    '-There's  some  mi.stake  ; 
Please  change  the  ledger,  for  correctness'  sake. 
W^rite  me  as  one  who  loves — you  won't  1     Well,  then, 
As  one  who  benefits  his  fellow  men  !  " 

The  Angel  wrote,  and  vanished.     The  next  night 

It  came  again,  and  showed,  in  black  and  white, 

Their  names,  whom  men  least  trusted  when  they  blessed, 

And  lo  I   Ben  Rocke's  name — you  know  the  rest  ! 

— Louise  Edwards,  in  The  Reader. 


To  gather  much   thought    into  few   words   stamps    the    man    of   genius. 
Therefore,  if  possible,  the  quintessence  only. — Schopenhaitec. 
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THE  Give  a  Reason  for  the  Faith  that  is  in  you. 

Scientific  &  Philosophical  Correspondence  School 

An  open  invitation  is  extended  to  all  persons  desirinj^^  a  truly  liberal  education  to 

join.       Established  by  and  under  tie  auspices  of  the  Blue  Grass  lUade. 

Jamks  E.  Hughes,  Manaj,'er.  John  R.  Charlesworth,  Instructor. 

TERMS — Full  Course    (three  years),  $25  ;    One  Year  Course,  $10. 
'    Scope  of  Instruction— Zoology,  Cieology,  Astronomy,  General  Science,  Philosophy, 
Hist   rv.  Theology,  Biblical  Literature,  Secular  and  Sarred  History,  Classics,  Poetry, 
Logic,  Rules  of  Evidence,  Rules  of  Debate.  Study  in  Oratory. 

The  School  will  op&ti  on  or  about  July  i.     Send  in  yout  name  now,  that  you  may 
start  in  from  the  first.     For  further  particulars  apply  to 

JAS.  E.  HUGHE.S,  Lexington,  Ky. 

The   Free  Speech   League 

mvites  correspondence,   co-operation,   and  membership  of  all  who   claim  riyhts   and 
dare  maintain  them. 

101 N  US     HELP  US. 

GET  OUR  LIST   OF   BOOKS. 

READ  THEM— PASS  THEM  ALONG. 
Liberty  talks  by  Ingersoll,  Wakeman,  Walker,  Schroeder,  Pentecost,  Darrow,  Post 
and   others.     Read   "Our  Vanishing  Liberty  of  Press"  (five   cents);  and   also  "Do 
You  Want  Free  Speech  ?"  (ten  cents)  and  learn 

WHY  YOU   SHOULD  ACT    WITH    US. 
The  Free  Speech  League   .    .120  Lexington  Avenue,  New  York  City. 


SOME  OF  OUR  HXCHANQES. 

The  Truth  Seeker,  62  Vesey  St.,  New  York,  wkly,  .$3  per  year.  E.  M.  Macdonald,  ed. 
Freethinker,  2  Newcastle  St.,  Farringdon  St.,  London,  Eng.,  wkly,  2d.;  $2.50  per  yr. 
Literary  Guide,  men,,  $1  per  yr.  'incl.  quarterly  supplements^  Watts  &  Co.,  London. 
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"  BEWARE  OF  THE  OPTIMIST,  I 
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^.  When  any  man  tells  you  tKat  the  work  oi  tne  Freethinkers  '^, 
±   IS   accomplished,   ask   him   the   nature   oi   his   "  graft.  <f 

^i  — Editor  Kelt:  York   Trnfh  Sf.cker.  ^ 

IN   PROSPECT  OF  DEATH. 

BY    CHAS.     C.     CATTELL,     "  EMERSON, "  BOURNEMOL'TH,    ENG. 

:o: 

While  able  to  use  the  pen  I  put  down  my  thoug-hts  about  the  chang-e  that 
is  approaching-.  It  is  the  common  lot  of  most  men  to  die  and  be  forgotten. 
The  exceptions  are  the  few  whose  acts  and  works  g"ive  them  immortaHty, 
which  is  not  the  privilege  of  such  as  myself. 

Job  admirably  describes  the  circumstances  attending-  the  death  ot  man  ; 
but  it  may  be  doubted  if  he  thoug^ht  that  his  own  name  and  fame  would 
prove  an  exception — that  they  would  live  in  the  memory  of  his  successors 
throughout  all  time.  That  appears  the  only  immortality  that  the  best  ot 
us  can  confidently  look  forward  to  or  reasonably  expect. 

In  my  first  book  I  wrote  that  there  is  pleasure  enough  in  life  to  make  us 
desire  to  live,  and  pain  enough  to  reconcile  us  to  death  when  we  can  live 
no  long-er.  But  neither  statement  is  universally  true.  To  many  the 
pleasures  of  life  are  a  stranger,  and  pains  take  their  place.  In  other  cases 
pains  come  loo  soon,  and  the  pleasures  too  late,  to  harmonize  with  my 
statement  of  the  order  of  things.  In  my  early  religious  days  "  Prepare  to 
Die  "  was  the  leading  injunction,  and  "  Prepare  to  Live  "  was  hardly  men- 
tioned. During  many  years  I  passed  a  tomb  on  which  was  inscribed  : 
"  Keep  death  and  judgment  always  in  your  eye."  Emerson  says  he  saw 
one  which  said,  "Think  on  Living" — a  vast  improvement  on  the  old 
inscriptions.      The   uncertainty  of  life   was  the  theme   of  nearly   all    pulpit 
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discourses,  and  the  end  of  the  world  was  expected  monthly.  The  prevail- 
ing- feeiint,^  is  well  expressed  by  Burns,  under  the  same  title  as  1  have 
chosen  : 

"()  Thou   Unkn  )wn,  Alnnghty   Cause 
Of  ail   my  hope  and  fear, 
In  whose  dread  presence  ere  an    hour 
Perhaps    I   must  appear." 

Such  lani^'uai^-e  always  appeared  straui^e  to  me,  comini,'-  from  the  lips  of 
believers  in  a  God  of  Love,  to  be  with  whom  in  heaven  was  said  to  be 
eternal  bliss.  To  the  mind  which  rests  on  the  eternal  laws  of  the  infinine 
no  such  feelinys  are  possible. 

Life,  to  some,  seems  more  dreadful  to  face  than  death  ;  or  how  other- 
wise can  we  account  for  the  thousands  who  every  year,  by  various  means, 
destroy  themselves  ?  What  is  death,  which  is  usually  painted  in  such  dark 
olors  ?  To  the  philosopher  death  is  simply  the  end  of  life,  as  birth  is  the 
cbe-'-inniui,'-  of  it.  It  is  not  .so  niuch  the  laying-  aside  "  this  mortal  coil  "  as 
ceasing  to  renew  it.  Neither  is  it  the  king  of  terrors  to  the  soldier,  the 
scientist,  or  the  criminal.  .\s  F:5acon  writes  :  "  Revenge  triumphs  over 
death,  love  slights  it,  honor  aspires  to  it,  dread  of  shame  prefers  it,  and 
fear  anticipates  it.  " 

We  must  not  attenipt  to  deceive  ourselves.  Life  and  death  are  part  of 
the  order  o\  the  universe  ;  the  wise  and  the  foolish  alike  have  to  pass 
through  the  gate  of  death.  The  greatest  servants  of  humanity  and  the 
best  men  and  women  1  have  known  have  all  passed  through  the  process 
we  call  death.  This  is  niy  great  consolation  :  we  are  all  equal  in  the 
end. 

Socrates,  when  d}ing,  remarked  that  nature  had  passed  a  decree  ou  all 
men,  his  judges  as  well  as  him.self.  Was  there  any  place  outside  Athens 
where  people  did  not  die  ?  As  far  as  my  kno\vledge  extends,  it  appears 
that  all  individual  animals  and  plants  die,  only  the  species  survives  ;  the 
mntter  of  which  their  organisms  are  composed  merely  undergoing  a  change. 
Chemistr\-  teaches  that  this  is  indestructible  by  any  known  agency.  The 
species  possesses  the  power  to  continue  for  an  indefinite  period. 

The  individual  n-ian,  at  death,  ceases  to  possess  the  power  to  breathe, 
think,  live,  and  feel.  It  is  one  and  the  same  being  which  possesses  all 
these  functions  ;  but,  when  he  ceases  \o  breathe,  all  other  functions  cease 
to  act. 

Supposing  all  this  oi'  all  men,  under  what  conditions  could  such  a 
creature  as  man  exist  as  a  never-ending  being  ?  And  what  useful  purpose 
would  be  served  if  he  co-aid  exist  an  interminable  time  ?  We  have  no 
faculties  to  conceive  an  eternal,  impeiishable  man.  Some  believe  this 
possible  to   an    immaterial    and   iirimorlal  soul,  or   to  a  body  newly  created 
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out  of  the  grave  on  the  last  day.  The  facts  and  arguments  used  in  defence 
of  these  beliefs  appear  to  me  insufficient  to  sustain  them.  Although  very 
ancient,  and  held  sacred  by  man}-  nations,  they  are  only  works  of  imagina- 
tion, resting  on  no  ground  of  solid  fact. 

Such  conclusions  are  not  to  be  comjiared  with  those  that  result  from  the 
observation  and  experience  of  changes  in  natural  phenomena.  But,  in 
spite  of  fact  and  argument,  some  urge  :  "It  must  be  so,  or  whence  the 
pleasing  hope,  the  fond  desire,  the  longing  after  immortality  ?  "  If  hopes 
and  desires  were  evidences  anything  might  be  proved.  Still,  many  good 
men  and  true  have  died  in  the  hope  of  a  future, when  they  will  re-open  the 
pleasant  associations  formed  during  life.  I  confess  to  having  no  assurance 
that  the  hope  of  mj'  old  friends  will  ever  be  realized. 

As  an  Agnostic,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  my  joining  in  such  expec- 
tations except  the  entire  absence  of  evidence,  for  on  this  subject,  as  on 
many  others,  I  am  utterly  without  knowledge.  Science,  so  fat  as  I  know, 
has  not  uttered  a  word  about  a  future  of  man  in  any  form.  No  object 
in  nature  suggests  the  interminable  existence  of  any  living  being.  As  to 
the  dread  of  after-death,  we  must  first  believe  in  an  after-life,  and  in  some- 
thing to  dread.  As  an  Agnostic,  I  feel  bound  to  confess  I  have  belief  in 
neither. 

It  is  not  essential  to  deny  the  much-talked-of  "  mansions  in  the  skies," 
or  that  there  are  cottages  behind  the  moon.  As  to  all  alleged  celestial 
existences,  I  calmly  wait  the  report  of  the  astronomers.  I  think  the  right 
attitude  of  mind  in  regard  to  this  and  kindred  subjects  is  that  prescribed 
by  Herbert  Spencer — that  we  should  patiently  submit  tc^  the  limits  of  our 
intelligence.  To  pretend  to  belief  without  scientific  evidence  Huxley 
regarded  as  immoral. 

Take  the  orthodox  view  of  death  and  after,  we  are  presented  with 
m\riads  of  millions  of  men  of  past  ages  suddenly  to  re-appear.  Where 
could  they  stand  ?  Suppose  only  their  souls  to  re-appear  at  the  Judgment 
Day,  who  can  imagine  an  assemblage  of  all  departed  souls  capable  of 
recognizing  each  other  as  they  appeared  millions  of  ages  past  ?  Such 
questions  no  honest  man  will  attempt  to  answer. 

To  return  to  the  conditions  of  existence.  For  seventy-five  years  I 
enjoyed  as  much  of  the  pleasures  of  life  as  my  neighbors  permitted.  I 
found  the  struggle  to  live  trouble  enough,  without  the  addition  of  religious 
intolerance  that  never  had  any  justification.  It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the 
misery  inflicted  on  society  by  the  preaching  and  conduct  of  men  who 
believe  in  an  angry  God  in  the  heavens  ruling  the  earth  as  a  colony  of 
convicts.  Happily,  a  rational  philosophy  has  changed  the  character  of  the 
gods,  and  banished  them  from  interference  in  the  affairs  of  life  in  our  time. 
The  laws  of  nature  are  now  believed   to  be  uniform  and  universal  in  their 
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operations,  and  the  happiness  of  mankind  is  known  to  be  in  some  measure 
vinde'"  their  own  control,  and  not  determined  by  the  will  of  a  capricious 
deity  who  was  once  believed  to  decide  each  man's  destiny  as  he  thoui^ht  fit. 
Althoui^h  not  free  from  pain  and  misery,  we  are  able  to  refer  them  to 
natural,  instead  of  supernatural,  causes. 

My  miserable  affliction  of  the  past  four  years  has  caused  me  to  doubt 
the  value  of  old  Hi^c.  I  think  youth  should  be  spent  as  thou<.,''h  as^e  were 
not  expected.  Whether  life  is  worth  liviui^  depends  entirely  on  the  sort 
of  life.  That  a  painful  life  should  not  be  prolong-ed  must  be  the  prayer  of 
many,  a  life  of  uselessness  heiiii.^'  intolerable.  "  Shall  we  live  ao;ain  under 
better  conditions?"  is,  with  our  present  knowled^^e,  unanswerable.  The 
t^^reat  difficulty  is  to  show  any  possible  new  conditions  under  which  con- 
sciousness can  be  continued.  The  ors^anisms  in  which  consciousness 
appears  are  dissolved  at  death,  while  they  are  as  necessary  to  existence  as 
consciousness  itself.  The  destruction  ot  the  brain  puts  an  end  to  the 
manifestation  ot  consciousness,  which  exists  onl}-  when  all  or  some  of  our 
faculties  are  in  operation.  It  may  be  understood  by  its  opposite,  uncon- 
sciousness— a  state  in  which  all  our  faculties  are  inactive,  and  incapable  of 
the  manifestation  of  consciousness.  Some  people  speak  of  it  as  a  faculty 
carrying  knowledg-e  and  memory,  transferable  from  the  common  life  to  a 
new  life  unknown.  That  does  not  admit  of  proof.  A  person  rescued  from 
drownini^  Ts  said  to  have  consciousness  restored.  What  is  really  restored 
is  the  power  to  breathe,  which  .allows  the  other  organs  to  resume  their 
functional  activity. 

The  verdict  of  science,  from  which  there  is  no  appeal,  is  that  at  death 
all  the  organs  through  which  consciousness  is  manifested  are  dissolved. 
Shall  we  have  immortal  organisms  as  well  as  immortal  souls  to  act 
through  them  ?  The  answer  of  science  is  that  we  do  not  know  ;  faith  and 
hope  alone  are  left  to  solve  the  problem. 

Thus  I  live  and  die  an  Agnostic,  thereby  confessing  I  have  no  faculties 
to  understand  or  believe  in  anything  beyond  phenomena.  The  disposal  of 
my  body  is  left  to  my  friends.  But  I  forbid  interference  with  me,  at  or 
before  death,  by  any  minister  of  Christianity — a  religion  I  abandoned  sixty 
vears  ago. 

This  is  the  fourth  year  ot  my  afHiction,  which  can  cease  only  at  death. 

June,    1908. 

[Our  readers  will  peruse  with  interest  the  brave  words  of  our  old  friend 
Cattell,  whose  clearly-expressed  and  rational  view's  have  in  years  gone  by 
illuminated  the  many  subjects  upon  which  he  has  written  in  our  pages,  and 
w-e  are  sure  they  will  all  sympathize  with  him  in  his  sore  affliction.  It  is 
doubly  satisfactory  to  have  these  courageous  and  sober  words.  WHien 
so  many  foul  slanders  upon  the  lives  and  deaths  of  Freethinkers  are  being 
uttered  by  vulgar  and  imscrupulous  preachers,  the  letter  which  Mr.  Cattell 
has  sent  to  us  will  help  to  seciue  his  memory  from  being  smirched  by  the 
jackals  who  seem  to  think  that  "  lying  for  the  glory  of  God  " — and  also  to 
fill  their  mvn  purses — is  the  height  of  piety  and  virtue. 
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Durin,!^"  the  past  few  months  it  has  been  our  duty  to  attend  the  funerals 
of  two  Freethinkers  in  Toronto,  and  in  both  of  these  cases  the  sentiments 
of  the  dying'  men  were  practicallv  identical  with  those  of  Mr.  Cattell.  At 
the  ag-e  of  72,  William  Carter  passed  away,  after  a  g-radual  weakenins^  in 
health  extending"  over  more  than  a  year.  Mr.  Carter  had  been  known  for 
many  years  as  a  public-spirited  citizen,  his  letters  to  the  daily  newspapers 
always  strongly  advocating  rational  reforms.  During  his  lengthy  combat 
with  death  he  was  always  cheerful,  took  a  lively  interest  in  public  affairs, 
and  never  had  any  need  for  the  alleged  "  consolations  of  religion,"  though 
fully  conscious  of  his  approaching  dissolution  almost  up  to  the  end. 

Daniel  Doran  gave  another  illustration  of  the  fortitude  with  which  the 
Freethinker  can  face  the  inevitable.  Some  months  of  sickness  had  reduced 
his  body  to  the  weight  of  that  of  a  mere  child,  but  his  mind  was  clear  to 
within  a  few  hours  of  death,  and  he  was  cheerful  and  unafraid  in  spite  of 
his  early  training  and  the  efforts  of  Christian  friends.  Both  of  these  men 
had  been  known  to  the  writer  for  many  years  as  staunch  and  valiant  Free- 
thinkers— men  of  clean  and  upright  lives,  who  in  their  death  belied  all  the 
foolish  tales  told  by  the  ignorant  sapheads  known  as  revivalists  in  their 
truculent  and  mercenary  attacks  upon  "  unbelievers.  "^Ed.] 


AT  HOME  WITH  THE  ROVCROFTERS. 

:o:- 

BY    W.    G.    GLENN",   TORONTO- 

For  rears  I  had  promised  myself  that  some  day  1  would  taKe  a  run  to 
East  Aurora,  New  York,  and  see  the  Roycrofters.  I  had  often  read  about 
ttiem  in  the  Philisfine,  but,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  I  had  never  met  any- 
one who  had  actually  visited  them.  I  had  often  wondered  at  this,  and  I 
believe  I  must  have  concluded  that  East  Aurora  was  some  out-of-the-way 
hole-and-corner  place  where  nobody  ever  went — that  is.  nobody  who  is. 
anybody.  That  impression  is  all  wrong.  East  Aurora  is  only  43  cents 
distant  from  Buffalo,  from  which  I  judge  that,  measured  by  miles,  it  nuist 
be  about  21  J2  miles,  as  in  New  York  State  you  travel  for  two  cents  per 
mile.  The  railway  connections  are  good.  I  left  South  Parkdale  at  9.06 
a.m.,  via  G.  T. ,  and  without  change  of  cars  landed  in  Buffalo  about  12.20 
p.m.  There  I  had  dinner  and  at  1.20  1  took  the  train  for  East  Aurora, 
arriving  there  about  2  p.m.  .\lmost  tlie  first  object  to  attract  the  eye  on 
landing  is  a  large  signboard  bearing  the  legend  : 

;  THIS  IS  E.\ST  .\UROR.A,   THE   HOME  OF  THE  ROVCROFTERS.  ; 

:  ROVCROFT    INN    AND    SHOPS    THREE    BLOCKS  WEST.  '. 

On  arriving  at  the  "  Inn,"  I  was  very   much  surprised  at  its  extent  and 
magnificence.      I  had   expected    to  find   something  in   brick  or  stone,  solid 
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and  substantial,  but  rig-idly  plain  and  uninviting.  I  had  even  gone  so  tar 
as  to  picture  to  myself  a  porter  in  overalls,  with  stubbly  face,  who  would 
reach  for  your  grip  with  one  hand  and  place  the  other  in  a  convenient 
position  to  receive  a  tip.  All  wrong  !  No  such  person  appeared.  In  the 
office  were  a  couple  of — I  had  almost  said  ladies — but  no,  they  were  women, 
self-possessed,  courteous,  soft-voiced,  womanly  women.  Oi'  course,  the 
first  thing  to  do  was  to  register,  and  I  was  then  asked  if  I  wished  to  en- 
gage a  room,  and  was  informed  that  their  rates  were  from  $2.00  up.  I  told 
I  hem  that  my  only  business  in  East  Aurora  was  to  see  the  Roycrofters, 
their  home,  their  work,  and  their  shops,  and  to  get  acquainted  with  them. 
I  was  invited  to  take  a  seat  and  await  the  arrival  of  a  guide  who  was  sent 
for  to  show  me  around. 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  describe  the  inn  in  detail,  as  what  describes  one 
part  applies  to  every  other  part,  as  regards  comfort,  convenience,  sani- 
tation, cleanliness  and  homelikeness.  Not  a  carpet  on  any  of  the  floors, 
but  polished  oak,  ash,  or  maple  ;  with  rugs  woven  by  the  Roycroft  girls, 
some  of  them  "  seventy  years  young,"  as  Hubbard  says.  Furniture  all  of 
the  Roycroft  make,  and  so  solid  and  substantial  that  it  will  be  good  for  a 
thousand  years  if  it  don't  burn  up.  I  was  taken  from  the  reception  room 
to  the  writing-room,  then  to  the  dining-hall,  and  from  there  to  the  music- 
room.  All  are  spacious,  bright,  airy  and  inviting-.  Pkit  1  cannot  tell  you 
all  about  them,  you  have  to  see  them  to  appreciate  them  ;  but  when  you 
do  see  them  you  will  certainly  appreciate  them.  And  though  the  iqn  is  not 
built  of  brick  or  stone,  but  wood,  I  m  tst  say  that  I  have  never  been  in  a 
more  comfortable  hotel  anywhere.  And  they  don't  sell  "booze."  It  is 
patronized  by  many  of  America's  foremost  authors,  lecturers,  musicians, 
singers, 'statesmen  and  stateswomen. 

By  the  time  1  had  gone  over  the  inn  I  had  become  fairly  well  acquainted 
with  my  guide.  Miss  Minnie  Tisdale.  She  had  been  a  Roycrofter  for  about 
eight  years,  and  it  seemed  as  if  I  had  known  her  for  about  that  length  of 
time.  There  was  nothing  prudish  or  stand-offish  about  her,  and  her 
"  merry  widow  "  never  once  got  in  the  way.  nor  did  her  corsets  cause  her 
'.iu\  shortness  of  breath  when  climbing"  stairs.  She  don't  wear  either,  nor 
any  hat  ;  in  fact,  I  don't  think  she  wore  much  of  anything  but  a  plain 
wrapper  and  her  natural  woman's  modesty  and  good  sense.  She  was  not 
afraid  to  walk  beside  a  man,  and  to  talk  to  one  as  if  she  had  the  right  to 
do  so. 

I'Vom  the  inn  we  went  to  the  chapel,  and  on  our  way  I  noticed  that  in 
the  orchard  there  were  a  nimiber  of  tree-dwellers.  Yes,  they  had  climbed 
the  trees,  as  the\'  were  expected  to  do  if  they  cared  to,  for  there  were  seats 
arranged  in  the  trees  for  their  accommodation.  Conspicuously  displayed 
near  the  chapel    was   the    sign:    "  Well,  THEY    will  t.vlk,  aww.w.  "      In 
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the  chapel  there  are  lectures  by  Hubbard  and  other  notables,  and  debates 
on  any  subject  that  may  be  of  interest  to  the  Roycrofters  or  their  friends  or 
visitors.  We  visited  the  different  shops  in  turn,  the  printin.<,'-  office,  the 
book  bindery,  the  furniture  shop,  the  leather  goods  shop,  the  cand\  shop, 
the  blacksmith  shop,  and  the  office.  In  every  department  the  Roycrofters 
were  at  work,  healthy,  happy,  joyous.  Men  and  women  were  dressed  in 
garments  suited  to  their  work.  Some  of  the  men  wore  low-necked, 
sleeveless  shirts  ;  none  wore  hats.  Some  wore  shoes  and  some  wore 
sandals  ;  some  wore  stockings,  but  not  all,  for  I  saw  one  shapely  sandaled 
toot  and  well-turned  ankle  peeping  from  beneath  a  neat  print  skirt,  and 
there  was  no  stocking  on  it. 

The  furniture  and  leather  modeling  is  all  done  by  hand,  even  the  drawer- 
pulls,  hinges,  etc.,  being  forged  from  copper  or  iron.  And  that  blacksmith 
shop  !  It  looks  like  an  old-time  stone  church.  It  is  smothered  with  ivy, 
and  you  would  never  suspect  that  it  was  intended  for  the  fashioning  of  iron 
and  copper  trimmings  for  furn'ture.  All  the  shops  and  the  chapel  are  of 
hammered  Held  stone,  and  the  lot  upon  which  they  stand  is  surrounded  bv 
a  low  broad  stone  w^all.  The  grounds  are  beautiful!}-  sodded,  sidewalks  of 
dressed  flagging  leading  from  the  street  to  the  different  shops  and  from 
each  to  the  others. 

A  couple  of  blocks  from  the  shops  is  the  home  for  the  workers.  I  forget 
the  name  of  this  hall,  but  it  is  as  well  to  call  it  a  home.  I  will  not  call  it 
a  boarding-house,  for  it  is  so  different  from  any  other  working  man's  and 
woman's  boarding-house  that  it  would  be  a  libel  to  call  it  by  the  same 
name.  I  don't  know  how  many  people  it  will  accommodate,  but  I  do  know- 
that  anybody  living  there  will  have  good  reason  to  be  satisfied.  The 
kitchen  is  clean  and  tidy  ;  the  dining-hall  is  superior  to  that  of  most  $2.00 
a  day  hotels.  The  bedrooms  are  clean,  bright  and  airy  and  of  sufficient 
size.  The  recreation  room  is  a  beauty.  Here  the  band  plays,  and  there 
are  two  pianos  ;  and  the  boys  and  girls  who  live  here  can  enjoy  themselves 
if  they  have  any  capacity  for  enjoyment.      And  they  all  appear  to  have. 

Now,  how  did  it  all  come  about.''  In  1895  ^^^  Roycrofters  started  their 
shop  and  started  to  print  by  hand.  Everything  was  done  in  first-class  style. 
There  was  and  is  a  demand  for  high  grade  work.  That  is  the  only  kind 
the  Roycrofters  turn  out.  It  finds  a  ready  market  at  good  prices.  The 
workers  are  well  paid,  treated  like  human  beings,  take  an  interest  in  the 
work,  in  each  other,  and  in  the  cause  of  humanity.  The  broad,  liberal 
spirit  of  the  Roycrofters  is  in  evidence  everywhere  about  the  premises. 

Shortly  before  leaving  the  inn  I  was  invited  by  Mrs.  Hubbard  to  take  a 
seat  on  the  verandah  in  company  with  herself  and  another  woman  whom  I 
supposed  to  be  a  guest.  No  formal  introduction  was  needed.  We  drifted 
naturally  into  conversation,  during  which  Mrs.  Hubbard  informed  me  that 
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she  once  occupied  a  position  on  the  staff  of  the  Ladies'  Collei^e  at  Whitby, 
Ont.  Xone  oi'  the  young-  ladies  were  allowed  any  more  liberty  than  would 
be  necessary  for  a  very  >'Ounj4'  child.  Of  course  the}-  could  not  be  preyented 
from  usin_i4'  their  poor,  warped  and  stunted  minds  to  think,  so  Ion*,''  as  they 
did  not  think  out  loud  ;  but  "Thou  shalt  not"  was  the  principal  part  of 
their  discipline,  aiid  the  result  was  the  same  as  in  almost  cyery  other  case 
where  human  beinj^s  are  deprived  of  liberty  :  they  soon  became  dishonest. 
They  did  thint^s  on  the  si}-  and  then  lied  about  them  ;  that  is,  those  who 
had  spirit  enoui^h  to  do  an}thiiii4-,  and  the  others  scarcel}'  count.  Many  of 
those  young-  ladies  are  to-day  wiyes  and  mothers.  What  kind  ?  Those 
that  neyer  had  any  minds  worth  speaking  about  mig-ht  do  for  wiyes  for  sky 
pilots  or  others  whose  business  will  not  stand  inyestigation.  As  tor  t!iose 
that  were  rebels  when  young-  gfirls,  and  they  were  the  majority,  well,  what 
can  you  expect  them  to  be  as  grown  wc'>men  trained  in  such  a  school?  Can 
any  one  suppose  that  the  young  girl  driyen  to  dishotiesty  toward  teachers 
and  parents  will  as  a  wife  and  mother  be  true  to  husband  and  home  ? 

Mrs.  Hubbard  was  called  away  shortly  after  she  had  g-iven  me  this  piece 
oi  her  past  history,  ;uk1  it  was  then  I  learned  that  the  woman  with  whom 
she  had  been  in  such  friendly  conversation  was  not  on^i  of  the  guests  at 
the  inn,  but  one  of  the  dining-room  girls.  Great  Scott  !  If  that  had 
happened  at  some  of  the  g-ood  (?)  hotels  here  in  Toronto — but  it  could  not, 
for  the  landlady  never  would  ha\  e  left  us  alone.  She  would  not  have  been 
there  with  the  g-irl  herself.  But  had  she  found  the  g-irl  sitting-  contentedly 
and  conifortabl}  on  the  veranda  talkin,;  to  a  guest  ?  Had  some  oi  the 
other  g-irls  seen  it  ?  Had  the  g-irl's  best  fellow  seen  it,  what  might  not 
have  happened  ?      "  Well,  they  will  t.\lk,    .a.ww.w." 

The  Rovcrofters  are  a  healthv,  happy  crowd.  The}' eat  good  food,  sleep 
in  good  beds,  in  g-ood  roon-.s,  work  in  g-ood  shops,  make  good  g'oods,  hear 
good  music  and  lectures,  and  participate  in  g^ood  debates.  All  of  which 
tends  to  a  healthy  development  o\'  both  body  and  mind.  Elbert  and  Mrs. 
Hubbard  are  doing  a  work  that  will  n-\ake  their  names  famous  when  the 
solid  stf>ne  walls  around  their  home  and  in  their  shops  have  crumbled  to 
the  earth.  i'ighting  dogniatisni,  theolog}-  and  narrow-niindedness  of 
every  kind,  b}-  lecture,  book,  leaflet  and  periodical,  while  at  the  same  time 
carrying-  on  an  industry  that  g-ives  employment  to  five  hundred  happy 
Roycrofters,  is  no  children's  p!a\ .  .And  the  fact  that  it  has  been  carried 
on  successfully  from  the  start,  is  ample  evidence  of  their  business  capacity. 
Hubbard  is  one  of  .America's  most  popular  authors  and  lecturers.  The 
PhViiitvitn  is  one  oi  .Xmerica's  most  popidar  monthlies,  and  the  Fra,  of 
which  three  nunibers  only  have  appeared,  is  so  full  of  g-ood  stuff  that  the 
discerning  ones,  the  thinking-  ones,  those  who  are  alive — it  is  not  for 
mummies-will    g'-ive   it    such  a  welcome  that    it  will   very  soon  be  a  power 
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to:'  good.      And  the  best  of  it  is  that  the  latter  is  so  strictly  hii^h-class  that 
the  verv  best  people — really  as  well  as  so-called — will  want  it. 

The  Roycroft  books  are  such  works  of  art  that  all  lo\ers  ot  the  beautiful 
who  visit  East  Aurora  will  want  one  or  more  volumes,  and  they  are  so 
pithih'  and  pointedly  written  that  the  truth  they  contain  must  strike  home. 

.M\-  only  rei^rets  reg'ardiui,'"  my  visit  to  the  Roycrofters  are  that  I  failed 
to  meet  Elbert  Hubbard  himself,  as  he  was  away  on  a  lecturing'  tour,  and 
that  I  could  not  make  a  long-er  visit.  I  brought  away  a  few  souvenirs, 
among"  them  a  number  of  Hubbard's  mottoes,  which  are  good  for  Philistines 
and  ethers  to  read.  I  shall  remember  with  pleasure  my  brief  intercourse 
with  the  intelligent,  broadminded,  courteous  Roycrofters  until  I  visit  them 
.igain,  which  will  be  as  soon  as  I  can  conveniently  do  so. 

♦■^^■♦- 

SHALL  SPEECH    BE   EREE?" 

BV    GEORGE    ALLEN    WHITE. 


The  Censorship,  marasmus  of  Thought,  the  Censorship  of  the  Mob,  has 
followed  e\ery  great  and  generous  life  whose  torn  hands  have  been 
^tretched  out  to  help  mankind  to  better  things. 

Every  leader  in  every  revolution  against  tyrannical  go\ernment,  e\ery 
single  spokesman  of  those  tired  of  servitude  and  servilit}-,  has  been  in 
danger.  Everv  scribe  descanting  against  Monarchy  and  Kingcraft  has 
been  in  fear  of  the  worst.      The  old,  old  story  of  Intelligence  vs.  \'iolence. 

Every  discoverer  o\'  facts  militating  against  popular  religion,  every 
scientist  redeeming  the  world,  has  fared  ill  in  his  day  and  generation. 
Brains  against  Suppression  and  the  Prisonhouse  once  more.  For  hundreds 
oi  years,  to  bring  under  the  shadow  of  doubt  the  literal  accuracy  of  super- 
ficial Biblical  fulminations  regarding  the  origin  of  theuniverse  was  a  subject, 
not  for  Intellect,  not  for  untrammelled  investigation  or  free  and  proper 
debate,  but  for  the  censor,  the  rack,  the  faggot,  the  garrote  and  the  gallows. 

Sixty  years  back,  in  the  North,  it  was  a  hazardous  undertaking  of  lofty 
self-sacrifice  to  espouse  the  .Abolition  of  human  Slavery,  while  in  the  South 
it  spelled  a  bullet  from  a  close-pressed  barrel  and  quick  chill  business  for 
the  Undertaker. 

Great  majestic  verities  without  number  and  of  stupendous,  awtul  price, 
have  come  to  us  of  the  gladsome  twentieth  centur}-  through  a  harrowing 
saturnalia  of  blood,  of  woe,  of  pinchbeck  mobocracy,  and  a  censorship 
imposed  by  the  little  puppet  evanescent  Canutes  who  did  not  know  an\- 
better. 
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"  New  and  subversive  ideas  have  always  been  feared,  and  their  pubHca- 
tion  res^arded  as  dant;ferous,  thouj^h  these  fears  have  ahvays  been  falsified  "' 
(Buchner  :   Essay  on  "The  Unknowable"). 

"  I  hardl}-  know  of  a  i,^reat  physical  truth,  whose  universal  reception  has 
not  been  preceded  by  an  epoch  in  which  most  estimable  people  have  main- 
tained that  the  phenomena  investig'ated  were  directly  dependent  on  the 
divine  Will,  and  that  the  attempt  to  investigate  them  was  not  only  futile 
but  blasphemous  "  (Huxle}). 

"  The  vast  majorit_\-  of  the  scientists  present  [i.e.,  at  a  congress  at  Stettin 
in  1863]  scoffed  at  Darwin's  idea,  and  said  it  was  not  a  matter  for  serious 
discussion.  'The  harmless  dream  of  an  after-dinner  nap,'  said  one  dis- 
ling;uished  zoolog"ist  ;  and  another  said  they  might  as  well  discuss  '  table- 
turning. '  .\  Famous  botanist  present  said  there  was  not  a  single  fact  of 
science  in  its  fa\or  ;  though  Darwin's  book  alone  contains  an  overwhelming 
mass  of  evidence.  In  France  the  great  Cuvier  was  crushing  the  young 
theorv  with  the  weight  of  his  authority.  From  the  pulpit  of  Notre  Dame 
the  brilliant  Lacordaire  was  assuring  men  that  '  its  father  was  pride,  its 
mother  lust,  and  its  offspring  revolutions  '  "  (Joseph  McCabe  :  "  Haeckel's 
Critics  Answered  "). 

nVT    WE    CENSOR    THE    RIGHT    THINGS "NOW." 

The  blindest  apologist  o\  suppression,  the  stupidest  and  most  phlegmatic 
of  our  "best  people,"  cannot  but  admit  that  nothing  good  is  to  be  said  for 
those  fatally  uncliscerning  censors  who  ciu'sed  History  from  Rameses  to 
Nicholas  I.  During  thc^usands  and  thousands  of  fearsome  years  the 
censorship  was  a  lowering,  omnipresent  evil,  a  terrific  momentum  in  callous 
opposition  to  the  rights  of  man  and  his  vit;il  well-being. 

It  is  granted.      Who  can  deny  it  ? 

But,  like  apologists  preeminent  in  grim  epochs  which  have  flown,  that 
palladium  of  good,  the  lawmaker  oi'  the  present,  profiting  as  he  assumes 
bv  the  errors  and  excesses  of  his  predecessors,  and  knowing  precisely  how 
far  to  go,  has  in  mind  just  two  or  three  pett}-  occasions  for  censorship  that 
"all  are  agreed"  must  result  in  benefit  to  siiciety.  Surely  none  but  the 
innately  wicked  and  abandoned  could  dream  of  doing  away  with  them — 
with  that  emasculated  residuum  oi'  suppression  "universally"  allowed  to 
be  conservingly  necessary  ! 

Stop  I  No  more  of  that,  if  you  please.  \'ou  have  not  profited,  have 
not  learned,  at  all,  it   seems. 

How  do  you  'kiiow  that  the  independent  use  of  Reason  in  the  public 
prints  would  prove  pernicious  on  these  iscilaled  questions  ?  Vou  say  you 
know  it.       1  low  ? 

Either  bv  the  negligible  inspiration  of  inherited  bias  and  conventional 
environment  or  bv  Reason  itself.  If  inheritance,  if  prejudice,  is  the  guiding 
star  in  this  attempted  rehabilitation  of  the  media.n'al,  then  \our  edicts  are 
condemned    ftom    the  start  at    the  spotless  bar  of  Justice.       If  it  is  Reason. 
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then  that  Reaso'.i  will  bear  the  light  of  day  unless  it  has  changed  its  ancient 
attributes,  will  welcome  the  shock  of  pungent  argument,  the  clashing  dis- 
putations of  the  free-lance  educative  press.  Reason  is  the  antithesis  of 
intolerance.      The  animus  of  censorships  is  unreason. 

Methinks  that  perfection  or  finalit\-  of  belief  has  not  been  allotted  by 
Providence  to  our  century  or  decade  after  millenniums  of  mutation.  The 
boundless  future  of  terrestrial  things  will  see  reigning  theories  and  culpable 
systems  go  hurtling  "  down  the  ringing  grooves  of  change."  What  we  of 
to-day  would  taboo  and  amid  shouts  and  tramplings  censor  into  silence 
awaits  only  the  birth  of  other  days  to  stride  forward  to  conclusive  and 
eternal  victor}  .  Each  generation,  in  pride  of  judgment,  prohibits  its  own 
objurgated  intellectual  flowerings.  Each  has  fondly  imagined  itself  un- 
changeably right,  exactly  the  same  as  do  contemporary  censors  who  point 
the  condemnatory  finger  from  capitals  of  legislation. 

RE.ASOX    ALL    L\    .A.LL. 

There  is  one  criterion  and  only  one,  one  tribunal  and  only  one,  before 
which  Humanity  is  authorized  to  bow  its  head.  It  is  Reason.  There  is 
none  besides.  It  stands  imperial  and  alone.  \^oicing  the  sober  intelligence 
of  human  history,  Thomas  Jeff"erson  said,  "Give  all  to  Reason."  Not 
"Give  all  to  Inherited  Belief."  Not  "  Give  all  to  Law."  Not  "Give  all 
to  Prejudice."  Not  "Give  all  to  Our  Best  People."  Not  "  Give  all  to 
Majorities."   Not  "  Give  all  to  Passion.  "  Not  "  Give  all  to  the  Censorship.  " 

Give  all  to  Reason  ! 

If  regnant  Reason  dwells  on  your  side,  you  need  not  fear  the  continually 
embarrassed  Not- Reason  of  the  opposition.  Assumption  and  insolence 
soon  get  into  difficulties.  For  with  perfect  freedom  of  discussion,  and  a 
press  emancipated  fro.n  the  touch  ot  coercion,  you  cm  meet  error  with 
truth  and  in  time  give  the  former  its  effective  quietus.  It  cannot  he  done 
in  anv  other  wav.      In  this  case  Censorships  are  not  justifiable 

If  it  is  not  clear  on  which  side  Reason  inclines,  then  the  best,  the  .authori- 
tative and  only  method  of  finding  out  is  through  the  unrestricted  encounter 
of  warring  ideas.      In  this  case,  too.  Censorships  are  not  justifiable. 

If  Reason  rests  with  your  enemy,  then  you  cannot  use  on  his  polemic  the 
arm  of  the  State  and  continue  to  be  at  peace  with  yourself  among  decent 
men — that  is,  unless  you  are  a  monstrosity  left  over.  In  this  case  Censor- 
ships are  not  justifiable. 

Censorships  are  never  justifiable  !  Never  were  and  never  will  be  !  They 
are  a  base-born  blot  on  the  escutcheon  of  the  race. 

It  is  passion  and  self-interest,  not  Reason,  that  censors.  .Always.  Men 
churlishly  corrugate  their  brows  and  stri\e  to  put  an  enduring  seal  on  op- 
posing cults  precisely  In  proportion   as  they  Do  Not    Know — in  proportion 
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as  the  hlindiriy;-  passions  of  the  lower  nature  hid  them  to  tliink  the_\-  know 
what  they  do  not  and  nevtir  can  know. 

Conceive  of  a  Censorship  on  .Muitiplication-Tahles  and  Arithmetics  !  on 
the  Law  of  Gravitation  (it  was  proscribed  at  first)  !  on  the  Golden  Rule  I 
on  Euclid  !  on  Carpentry  !  c)n  assertion  of  the  existence  of  .Air  or  the 
Verity  of  the  Phenomenal  World  !  Whoever  chooses  to  carp  and  roar 
sentence  at  any  of  these  can  do  it  ml  libitum.  It  will  mere'}'  excite  a  tolerant 
smile.  Laui^hter  and  jokes  for  the  hapless  arj.^ument  that  is  weak  ;  scorn 
and  the  censorship,  fury  and  the  bastile,  for  the  innovative  and  upsettini^' 
messai^e  that  is  strons.^  as  the  abidinjj"  hills — the  deg'ree  of  harshness  de- 
pending.^ on  how  it  concerns  and  exacerbates  the  basal  passions. 

"  Eix  Reason  firmly  in  her  seat,  and  call  to  her  tribunal  e\ery  fact,  every 
opinion  "  (Jefferson  :    Letter  to  his  nephew,  Peter  Carr). 

"  He  is  i;ailt\"   of    high    treason  ai^ainst  the  faith  who  fears  the  result  ot 

anv  in\estii.;ation,  whether  philosophical  or  scientific,  or  historical 

I'lven  the  mistakes  of  careful  and  reverent  students  are  more  valuable  now 
than  truth  held  in  unthinkini^'  acquiescence"  (Dr.  Temple,  afterwards 
.Archbishop  of  Canterbury). 

"Truth  .^'■ains  more  by  the  errors  of  one  who,  with  due  stud}'  and  pre- 
paration, thinks  for  hiniself,  than  b\'  the  true  opinions  of  those  who  onlv  hold 
them  because  thev   do    not  suffer   theiiiselves  to  thiiik  "  (Bishop  Berkelev). 

"  Such  persons  [those  who  refuse  really  to  think],  however  learned,  how- 
ever acute,  may  be  said  to  be  all  their  da}s  children  in  reason.  They 
reason,  they  dispute  and  perhaps  write  ;  but  it  is  not  that  they  may  \\ni\ 
truth,  but  that  thev  may  defend  opinions  which  have  desceiided  to  them  by 
inheritance,  or  into  which  they  have  fallen  by  accident,  or  been  led  by 
affection  "  (Lord  Karnes). 

"  We  must  therefore  drive  out  o\  oursehes  the  blind  respect  for  certain 
priiiciples,  for  certain  beliefs.  W'e  must 'be  able  to  question,  scrutinize, 
penetrate  everythin*;'.  lntel!iL;ence  should  not  cast  down  its  eyes  even 
before  the  object  of  its  adoration  "  ( .\L  Gu}'au  :    "  .A  Sketch  of  Morality  "). 

"  A  belief  has  no  worth  if  it  he  not  gained  by  reilection  of  the  individual, 
if  he  have  not  understood  ani.1  assimilated  it.  .A  mental  conviction  brous^'ht 
about  by  superior  order  is  as  ;d">sohite  nonsense  as  love  obtained  by  torce 
or  svmpathy  by  command  "  (R;.-nan). 

"The  abnci^ation  of  reason  is  not  the  evidence  of  faith,  but  the  con- 
fession of  despair  "  (I.ii^'htfoot  :    "  St.   Paul's  Epistle  to  the  Galatians  "). 

"  There  can  be  no  merit  in  believini,^  something'  which  you  can  neither 
explain  nor  understand.  There  can  be  no  merit  in  believing  a  iact  for 
which  we  have  nci  sufficient  evidence  ;  or  in  persuading  ourseU'es  that  we 
believe  something  which  we  i\o   not  comprehend  "  (Sir  John   Lubbock). 

"  Reason  is  older  and  more  reliable  than  all  the  writings  and  all  the 
traditions  "  (Tolsto}'  :    Letter  of  Januar}',   ujoi). 

"  If  we  wish  to  see  the  e\il  oi  yielding  up  our  opinion  to  others — of  a 
shnish  deference  to  authority,  we  shall  find  it  in  the  histi>r}'  of  Ital}'  and 
•Spain  ''  (Jowett ). 
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"Take  nothing"  for  granted,  upon  the  bare  authority  of  another;  but 
weigh  and  consider,  in  your  own  mind,  the  probability  of  the  facts  and  the 
justice  of  the  reflections  "'  (Lord  Chesterfield  :  Letter  to  His  Son,  Aug.  ^o, 
1748). 

"  Faith  and  Superstition  always  go  hand  in  hand,  for  Faith  simpl\-  means 
credence  in  that  which  you  have  been  told  by  somebody  else  to  believe,  and 
Superstition  is  acting  upon  and  clinging  to  that  Faith  to  the  exclusion  of 
reason.  We  have  been  taught  implicitly  to  believe  what  our  fathers  did 
and  must  therefore  not  abuse  the  heathen  or  the  Chaldee  for  crediting  what 
their  fathers  told  them  "  (Froude). 

"  I  would  make  reason  my  guide  "  (William  Cullen  Bryant). 

"When  the  .soul  grants  what  reason  makes  her  .see, 
That  is  true  faith,  what's  uiore's  ci-edulitv," 

(Sir  F.  Fane.) 
"Life  .short,  and  truth  a  gem  which  Idves  the  deep, 
And  all  things  weighed  in  custom's  fal-sest  scale; 
Opinion  an  omnipotence, — whose  veil 
]\L\ntles  the  earth  with  dai-knes.s,  until  right 
And  wrong  are  accidents,  and  men  grow  pale 
Lest  their  own  judgments  should  become  too  bright, 
And  their  free  thoughts  be  crimes  and  earth  have  too  much  light." 

(Byron  :    "  Childe  Harold's  Pilgi-image.") 

"  Thinkers  are  scarce  as  gold  ;  but  he  whose  thoughts  embrace  all  his 
subject,  and  who  pursues  it  uninterruptedly  and  fearless  ot  consequences, 
is  a  diamond  of  enormous  size  "  (La\"ater). 

"An  appeal  to  any  other  ultimate  authority  than  reason  is  an  appeal 
which  makes  discussion  impossible  and  absurd  "  (Ritchie  :   "  Philosophical 

Studies  "). 


"  L'ENVOI." 

(With  Apologies  to  Rudyard  Kipliny.) 

When  Earth's    Last  Ball   Game   is  finislied  and  the  crowd  has  passeil  from  the 

stand. 
When  the  youngest  Fan  has  subsided  and  gone  to  the  Pnjmised  Land, 
We  .shall  rest,  and.  Gosh  !   but  we'll  need  it,  knock  off  ff)i'  a  season  or  two 
1'ill  the  greatest  of  all  the  Series  shall  set  us  to  root  anew. 

Then  all  of  the  Fans  .shall  be  happy,  they  shall  sit  in  a  shad}'  .stand. 
They  shall  smoke  their  clear  Havanas  and  list  to  the  Heavenl}'  Band, 
They  shall  see  real  stars  in  the  diamond  and  watch  them  swat  the  ball, 
They  shall  cheer  for  an  age  at  a  sitting  and  never  grow  tired  at  all. 

And  no  one  shall  be  a  knocker,  and  none  of  the  Fans  shall  blame  ; 
For  no  one  shall  make  an  error,  and  no  one  shall  call  out  "  Shame  ! 
You  thief  I  you  robber  !  you  lobster  !  "     But  each  in  his  cushioned  S6>at 
Shall  call  it  a  just  decision  and  know  that  his  team  will  beat. 

— Gerard  Smith,  in  The  Boh^ynian. 
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The   Decay  of  Christianity. 

The  New  York  Times  recently  pfave  some  statistics  and  also 
some  opinions  of  prominent  New  York  preachers  to  illustrate 
the  fact  that  orthodox  Christianit}-  is  rapidly  losing  its  hold 
upon  the  intelligent  classes.  Its  statistics  show  that  more 
than  one-half  oi  the  Protestant  population  have  no  con- 
nection \vith  churches  ;  and  that  on  the  West  side,  while  about 
;>^i,  per  cent,  of  the  churchgoers  are  Catholics,  less  than  8  per 
cent,  are  Protestants. 

Dr.  Charles  Jefferson,  the  pastor  of  the  Broadway  Taber- 
nacle, the  oldest  Congregational  church  in  New  York,  g-ives 
his  opinion  in  these  terms  : 

"  While  the  chiuvii  has  been  rilled  with  il()uV)t.->  and  fear.s,  there  lia.s  been  an 
ever-deepeuinj,'  e.stiaii_!j,eineiit  bet  ween  the  chuccli  and  large  classes  of  our 
])oj)ulati()n.  Tt  is  a  woiM-wide  phenoir.enori.  Phi]o.s()[jhv  and  st;ience  have 
shaken  religious  fairh.  Socialism  has  made  trein(;ndi)ii.s  stride.s  in  evei'V  Chris- 
tian country,  and  the  end  is  not  vet." 

The  church,  in  fact,  has  been  going  through  the  same 
phases  as  most  other  businesses,  and  has  become  little  better 
than  a  mere  dividend-grinding  machine.  The  preacher  who 
gets  the  biggest  "  call  "  is  the  man  who  can  attract  the  best- 
paying  audience  and  thus  earn  his  big  salary.  There  can  be 
no  question  that  if  the  church  had  been  an\  thing  like  what  it 
pretends  to  be  there  could  not  possibl}-  be  any  estrangement 
between  it  and  any  section  of  the  commimitv.  It  is  because 
it  has  become  simply  one  of  the  outworks  of  capitalism — from 
which  it  naturall)-  expects  to  get  its  reward — that  it  has  failed. 
If  it  were  what  it  pretends — sc^metimes — to  be,  the  friend  of 
ihe  people,  the  Socialists  would   not  repudiate    it,    as  many  oi 
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them  certainly  do,  though  by  no  means  all  of  them.  It  is 
because  it  is  working-  for  itself  first  and  foremost,  and  inci- 
dentally for  those  who  pay  the  piper,  that  the  masses  are  losing 
their  faith  in  it — not  because  they  have  learnt  something  o\ 
philosophy  and  science,  or  because  they  have  lost  ver\-  much 
of  their  superstition,  for  the  fact  would  appear  to  be  that  the 
masses  are  as  much  like  clay  in  the  hands  of  the  potter  as  the)- 
were  when,  at  the  bidding  of  their  masters,  they  gave  up  their 
Paganism  for  Christianity  and  Catholicism  for  Protestantism. 
And  if  to-dav  they  are  giving  up  Protestantism  for  Eddyism, 
Mormonism,  and  the  other  erratic  cults  that  disfigure  what  is 
perhaps  the  opening  period  of  an  era  of  bright  intellectual 
progress,  it  is  because  they  are  still  in  the  chains  of  ignorance 
and  superstition.  They  are  bound  han!l  and  foot,  and  though 
they  have  heard  some  of  the  distant  rumblings  of  the  battle 
for  intellectual  freedom,  they  are  totally  lacking  in  the  power 
of  discrimination  which  is  absolutely  necessary  to  enable  them 
to  form  rational  opinions,  and  which  can  come  to  them — if  it 
ever  can^only  through  a  long  course  of  mental  training. 

Bishop  Potter  [who  since  this  was  written  has  joined  the 
great  democratic  party  whose  members  sleep  comfortably  in 
churchyards]  thought  the  church  had  not  unnaturally  "  drifted 
awav  from  those  works  of  beneficence  and  brotherhood  which 
would  scan  to  have  distinguished  the  teachings  of  Christ  !  " 
Well  may  he  be  doubtful  about  such  an  idea.  Our  friend 
Goidwin  Smith  makes  much  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Man  taught 
by  Jesus  ;  but,  if  there  is  one  thing  that  distinguishes  the 
dogmatic  teachings  of  Jesus  it  is  his  justification  of  the  selfish- 
ness that  should  lead  the  faithful  disciple  to  leave  father  and 
mother,  brother  and  sister,  to  go  to  hell  their  own  way  so  that 
he  mav  save  his  ov/n  measlv  "soul."  The  talk  about  Jesus 
teaching  the  Brotherhood  of  Man  is  sheer  poppycock.  The  one 
indisputable  proof  to  the  contrary  is  the  multitude  of  quarrel- 
ling and  murderous-minded  sects  to  which  his  alleged  v.ords 
of  salvation  have  given  rise. 

This  view  is  confirmed  b\-  Dr.  Parkhurst,  who  sa)s,  if  the 
church  is  to  succeed,  it  must  put  itself  in  line  with  the  "vital 
altruistic  thought  of  the  present,"  instead  of  wasting  its  ener- 
gies on  the  dead  issues  of  the  past.  That  is  to  sa}-,  it  must 
leave  the  theological  dust  heap  of  the  New  Testament,  and 
try  and  comprehend  the  ideas  of  Human  Brotherhood  that 
are  beginning  to  permeate  society  in  our  day. 
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The    Rknasce.nce  of   Pacsaxis.m. 

I.)r.  Jefferson  thinks  New  York  is  becoming,  by  its  very 
conditions,  worse  and  worse  tor  church  activit}"  : 

"  Maiiluitiaii  T.sUukI  is  more  and  muiv  tlie  Paris  of  pleasure-seekers  and  the 
I.oikIuh  of  business.  Tt  is  iiioi-e  and  more  a  foreign  eity.  Of  our  2,500,000 
population,  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  claims  930,000.  There  is  a  Protestant 
remnant  of  only  720,000,  which  is  50,000  less  than  it  was  ten  years  ago.  Only 
the  smallest  fraction  of  these  720,000  nominal  Protestants  liave  any  c-onnection 
\v\th  the  chun-hes."" 

In  a  centur\-,  he  thinks,  Manhattan  Island  nia\-  have  be- 
come a  reall}-  foreign  pagan  city,  and  an  appropriate  field  for 
toreii'ii  missionary  \\*ork.  But  Dr.  Parkhurst  recommends 
the  church  to  avoid  that  consummation  by  giving  up  their 
time-honored  job  oi  "preparing  people  to  live  in  heaven," 
and  take  to  the  work  ■  of  "fitting  them  to  be  comfortable, 
decent,  and  righteous  citizens  of  the  world  that  now  is."  If 
there  was  anv  chance  of  the  preachers  setting  themselves  to 
such  a  task  seriouslx',  the  church  might  do  some  good,  but 
even  Dr.  Parkhurst  at  once  dispels  any  such  notion.  He 
talks  about  tr\ing  to  "reproduce  in  ourselves  the  mind  of 
Christ  !  "  as  the  best  means  ;  and  thinks  the  people  have  «o 
quarrel  with  "the  inherent  teachings  of  Christ,  but  with  the 
attitude  of  the  church  !  " 

Dr.  Sheer,  Unitarian,  thinks  ihe  chiu-ch  is  "  beginning  to 
place  much  less  emphasis  upon  theological  dogmas  and  more 
upon  ethical  considerations."  We  doubt  il  there  is  much  im- 
provement in  this.  Outside  of  religion,  there  is  perhaps  more 
cant  and  rubbish  talked  about  ethics  than  about  an\'  other 
subject  ;  and  we  can  only  expect  that,  if  the  church  takes 
seriously  to  ethical  teaching,  the  object  will  be — not,  as  it  is 
now  professedly,  to  make  people  religious  in  order  to  make 
them  good,  but  to  make  them  "moral  "  in  order  to  make  them 
religious.      The  new  wa}-  will  be  about  as  bad  as  the  old. 

Dr.  Parkhurst  ver\-  justly  emphasizes  the  fact  that  "the 
masses  do  not  disbelieve  in  the  precepts  of  Christ  or  those  of 
the  founders  of  the  great  religions  ;  what  the  masses  think  is 
that  these  precepts  are  perverted  into  a  bidwark  for  sustaining 
a  social  and  industrial  order  which  g^rinds  them  down."  The 
masses,  of  ce^urse,  do  not  disbelieve  things  of  which  they  are 
almost  totally  ignorant,  but  we  imagine  they  are  pretty  near 
the  mark  in  their  final  inference. 


SECULAK    THOUGHT.  255 


The  truth  appears  to  us  to  he  that  the  vast  improvements  in. 
mechanical  apphances  in  oin-  tinie  have  far  outrun  the  slowly 
uTOwino- intelligence  of  all  but  a  few  experts,  and  have  been 
seized  upon  b\  some  oi'  the  more  cunnini^  and  orasping-  men 
to  reduce  the  masses  to  practical  slavery.  With  slio-ht  varia- 
tions, it  is  a  repetition  of  history  ;  but  the  masses,  instead  oi 
s^ekin^-  their  redemption  in  the  old  Utopia  with  a  new  name, 
are  looking  for  it  in  a  more  practical  direction.  They  have 
not  yet  passed  the  stag'e  of  ignorant  superstition,  however,, 
and  are  still  dominated  by  the  notion  that  a  Utopia  of  some 
sort  is  a  possibilit}',  in  spite  of  the  patent  fact  that  everA-  at- 
tempt in  this  direction  has  been  a  total  failure,  and  that  Evo- 
lution does  not  permit  us  to  believe  that  human  nature  can  be 
so  changed  that  any  great  improvement  in  current  conditions 
can  be  rapidly  inaugurated.  On  the  whole,  however,  it  is  a 
distinct  g-ain  that  the  efforts  of  the  present-day  reformers  arc 
largely  directed  in  a  secular  and  anti-theological  spirit  ;  and  it 
is  also  a  subject  of  congratulation  that  New  York,  like  Lon- 
don, is  becoming  so  paganized  that  the  preachers  are  alarmed 
at  the  prospect. 


The   Duty  of   Freethinkers. 

We  are  very  pleased  to  see  the  following  letter  froni  Mr. 
Uthoff  in  our  New  York   contemporar}',  the  TniiJi  Seeker: 

"  Why  are  .so  many  Freethinkers  at  present  supporting-  the  churches  in 
their  communities  and  aiding"  them  financially  ?  Why  are  so  many  of 
them  preaching  the  slavish  doctrines  of  Christianity,  even  tliough  they  do 
not  mention  the  source  of  their  ideas  ?  I  know  many  Freethinkers  who 
lay  it  down  as  a  fundamental  maxim  that  '  a  man  oug"ht  to  be  contented 
with  his  lot  '  with  an  insistence  equal  to  that  of  the  most  narrow-minded 
minister.  On  the  other  hand  I  know  some  clerg^ymen  who  are  broad- 
minded  enoug"h  to  concede  that  discontent  that  is  based  upon  intelligent 
study  is  a  sig"n  of  prog"ress,  both  individual  and  social. 

"  There  are  Freethinkers  who  support  the  church  because  it  keeps  the 
wagfe  slaves  submissive. 

"  Do  the  readers  of  the  Truth  Seeker  know  that  theg"reat  Ernst  Haeckel, 
the  idol  of  modern  bourgeois  liberalism,  contributes  to  the  support  of  a 
Catholic  church  in  the  university  town   in  Germany  where  he  lives? 

"  Such  Freethinkers  as  Mr.  E.  C.  Hegeler,  owner  of  the  Open  Court 
Publishing'  Co.,  and  Dr.  Paul  Cams,  his  son-in-law  and  editor  of  the  Open 
Court  and  the  Mcniist,  two  publications  supposed  to  be  devoted  to  the  cause 
of  Rationalism,  contribute  thousands  of  dollars  to  Catholic  and  Protestant 
churches  and  schools.  Mr.  Heg-eler  is  a  wealthy  man — a  zinc  magnate, 
worth  millions.      How  much  is  he  g'iving^  toward   the  support  of  the  Truth 
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.Sfi^kfl•  'i  If  he  gi\es  $i,cco  to  a  Catholic  Church,  as  was  done  recently, 
as  a  consistent  Freethinker  how  much  ou^ht  he  to  i^ive  to  the  Truth  Seeker 
and  other  strug"<^lino-  pubh'cations  helpings  to  combat  religious  error  and 
superstition  ? 

"  Is  this  class  of  Rationalists  becoming-  reactionary?  Twenty-five  years 
ago  they  were  aggressively  active  in  the  cause  of  Freethought.  Now  they 
seem  as  much  interested  in  keeping  the  masses  ignorant  as  the  most 
bigoted  bishop  of  the  middle  ages.  Why  this  change  in  their  mental  atti- 
tude ?  Have  they  become  convinced  of  the  truth  cf  Christianity  ?  No. 
But  they  are  beginning  to  realise  that  free  thinking  leads  to  something 
besides  the  mere  rejection  of  orthodox  religion.  Education  and  a  free- 
minded  body  of  workers  who  insist  on  doing  their  own  thinking, who  refuse 
to  be  duped  or  misled,  spells  decreased  profits  for  the  m.aster  class,  includ- 
ing that  part  which  calls  itself  '  Rationalist.'  These  traitors  to  the  cause 
of  reason  know,  even  if  some  of  the  readers  cif  the  Truth  Seeker  have  not 
yet  found  it  out,  that  on  the  heels  of  education  for  the  masses.  Socialism 
ever  treads.  Hence  the  complete  doubling  in  their  tracks  of  the  rich  bour- 
geois within  recent  years  in  this  country.  Hence  their  glad  support  of 
Catholicism  as  one  of  the  means  to  be  employed  in  holding  down  the  lid 
on  the  boiling  kettle  of  social  unrest.  There  is  no  other  explanation  for 
tlieir  seeminsrlv  inconsistent  conduct." 


Freethinkers'   Fallacies. 

\\'e  ha\e  reprinted  Mr.  Uthoff's  letter  because  it  touches 
nian\-  of  the  points  upon  which  every  Freethought  journal  is 
interested,  more  especially  that  of  the  financial  support  of  the 
cause,  and  because  it  exhibits  some  of  the  fallacies  which 
even  intelligent  Freethinkers  sometimes  fall  into. 

The  case  of  Mr.  Hegeler  and  Paul  Carus  is  referred  to,  but 
who  is  entitled  to  dictate  to  them  as  to  how  they  should  spend 
Mr.  Hegreler's  zinc  dividends?  Thev  mio-ht  easilv  retort  that 
their  publications  and  their  support  to  original  research  are  of 
far  more  value  than  all  the  vulgar  attacks  on  religion  made  in 
Sc( ii/cw  TJwiight^  the  Tnifli  Seeker^  the  Frccthiuke?'^  and  the 
other  journals  that  appeal  to  the  common  sense  o^  the  masses 
rather  than  to  the  refined  taste  of  the  learned  and  the  mystic. 
Who  shall  decide?  Who  shall  decide  whether  it  is  better  to 
attack  error  b)-  appearing  to  sympathize  with  it  than  b)' openly 
opposing  and  exposing^  it  ?  For  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that 
the  Open  Court  is  carried  on  distinctly,  not  to  oppose  or  de- 
str.o}'  religion,  but  to  reconcile  it  \\\\\\  science.  As  in  the  case 
of  the  wolf  being  reconciled  with  the  lamb,  the  two  l)ingdown 
together,  Mr.  Uthoff  ma\  be  of  those  who  think  the  wolf  will 
be  ow  the    outside,  ma\   he    not   be  mistaken    if   he   concludes 
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that  religion  will  injure  science  or  that  science  will  swallow 
relio-ion  ?  What  injury  has  true  religion  ever  done  ?  And  if 
there  is  such  a  thing  as  true  religion,  who  knows  it  better  than 
Dr.  Paul  Carus  ?  Dr.  Carus,  too,  possesses  a  god  of  a  sott, 
though  he  has  boldy  acknowledged  that  if  he  is  called  upon 
to  worship  Yhwh  or  Jupiter  he  will  write  himself  down  as  an 
Atheist.  Nor  is  his  god  Spencer's  Unknowable,  in  which  we 
think  he  does  not  believe  ;  but  such  as  it  may  be,  it  serves  the 
purpose  of  a  peg  on  which  to  hang  a  vast  mass  of  words  that 
may  have  a  meaning  for  their  writer  if  for  no  one  else.  But, 
again  we  may  ask,  why  blame  Dr.  Carus  for  being  a  victim 
of  hereditary  taint  and  embarrassing  w^ealth  ? 

And  in  this  view  we  do  not  see  how  we  can  justify  the  attack 
made  on  Mr.  Hegeler  for  giving  Si, coo  to  a  Catholic  church. 
If  we  knew  all  the  circumstances  we  mig'ht  give  an  opinion. 
One  of  the  chief  supporters  of  Secular  Thotight  in  Toronto, 
who  died  a  few  years  ago,  frequently  told  us  of  the  large  suni 
he  subscribed  annuallv  to  the  church  which  served  as  the  social 
rendezvous  for  the  set  to  which  his  family  belonged.  He  was 
a  mark  for  the  impecunious  clerical  tramps  who  had  got  into 
trouble  and  were  out  of  a  job.  "  Poor  devils,"  he  used  to  say, 
''they  are  victims  of  social  conditions  ;  they  have  no  means 
of  earning  an  honest  living,  and  I  can't  let  them  go  without 
some  assistance."  In  these  ways  we  believe  he  gave  to  reli- 
gious agencies  at  least  S25  for  every  dollar  he  devoted  to  Free- 
thought.  But  who  shall  blame  him  ?  He  was  a  victim  to  his 
environment  like  all  others,  and  though  a  Freethinker  and  in 
politics  a  so-called  Liberal,  his  wealth  was  the  result  of  the 
"graft"  known  as  taxation,  and,  with  his  fellow  traders,  in 
return  for  the  favors  granted  by  a  corrupt  government,  he 
had  to  support  the  party  machine  which  is  filling  our  countr\- 
with  millionaires  and  paupers.  We  do  not  blame  him.  The 
blame  rightfully  belongs  to  those  who  talk  Utopia  instead  of 
self-reliance,  "government  "  interference  and  control  instead 
of  co-operation  and  self-help  ;  and  who  waste  their  resources 
on  "beer  and  bacca  "  instead  of  upon  efforts  to  improve  their 
intellectual  and  physical  conditions.  With  honest  and  intelli- 
gent and  determined  voters  the  present-day  system  of  "graft" 
could  not  last  a  day. 

We  can  see  no  good  to  come  of  the  denunciation  ot  wealthy 
Freethinkers.  What  we  think  we  do  see  is,  that  such  men  as 
Carnegie,  Rockefeller,  Morgan,  and   others,  by  their  gifts  of 
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libraries,  colleq-es,  churches,  etc.,  are  practically  pauperizing- 
the  conii-nunit}-  on  a  gigantic  scale.  And  the\-are  doing-  it  in 
the  most  insidious  and  fatal  \va\-.  Thev  are  encouraging  a 
spirit  o(  subservience  and  dependence  totally  antag-onistic  to 
that  spirit  of  freedom  and  scepticism  and  boldness  which  alone 
can  form  the  basis  for  true  prog'ress. 

—  ^^*^ — 


Freetholght  and  Socialism. 

There  need  be  no  question  of  the  truth  that  ''on  the  heels 
of  education  for  the  masses,  Socialism  ever  treads,"  though 
tl-ke  statement  as  it  stands  savors  of  fallac\- — that  Socialism  is 
the  one  inevitable  outcome  of  education.  For  it  is  true  that, 
though  Socialism  is  a  result  of  education,  it  is  only  one  of  a 
large  number  of  more  or  less  erratic  movements  that  mark  the 
present  age  of  increased  liberty  of  thought  and  speech.  Not 
only  Socialism,  but  Trades  Unionism,  Anarchism,  Christian 
Science,  Spiritualism,  and  a  multitudinous  variety  of  more  or 
less  morbid  cults  have  come  from  the  application  of  a  "little 
learning"  and  a  little  freedom  to  the  uncultured  intellects  of 
the  masses.  Not  that  we  despise  the  learning  or  the  freedom, 
for  everything-  must  have  a  beginning,  and  the  human  mind, 
like  the  human  body,  must  pass  through  its  stage  of  infancy'. 

But  it  does  not  follow  that  "Socialism,"  as  commonly  put 
before  us,  is  the  most  rational  or  legitimate,  the  best  or  the 
most  practical  outcome  of  the  education  of  the  masses.  While 
Utopian  dreams  of  Socialistic  conditions  are  dulling  men's 
minds  to  the  gross  corruption  around  them,  while  they  are 
being  amused  b}-  visions  of  a  time  when  human  nature  will  be 
changed,  when  love  will  take  the  place  of  greed,  and  a  round 
of  enjoyments  will  take  the  place  of  grinding  toil,  the  priest 
and  the  politician  are  welding  the  shackles  of  serfdom  upon 
them.  It  is  not  without  reason  that  the  Pope  claims  a  bigger 
empire  in  America  than  that  he  has  lost  in  Europe. 

No.  If  wealthy  Freethinkers  do  not  care  to  identify  them- 
selves with  the  cause  the  labors  of  which  they  once  shared,  it 
behooves  the  militant  Freethinkers  to  ask  themselves  what 
share  of  the  blame  lies  at  their  own  doors.  That  Freethought 
Vvork  is  needed,  and  needed  as  urgently  as  at  any  other  time, 
must  be  manifest  to  ever)-  inquirer,  and  he  is  the  loser  who 
hides  himself  instead  of  standing  out  boldly  and  taking  his 
share  in  the  battle  for  human   freedom  and  prog^ress.      But   it 
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is  not  for  us  to  throw  stones  at  him  or  denounce'  him  upon 
grounds  which  are  merely  matters  of  speculation,  such  as  his 
motives,  in  which  we  may  be  altogether  mistaken. 

In  oar  opinion,  the  Co-operative  movement  in  Britain  is 
setting  before  the  world  the  most  valuable  lesson  of  self-help 
and  true  Socialistic  work  that  has  ever  been  seen,  and  if  this 
lesson  were  largely  copied  in  other  countries,  Socialism  would 
soon  become  a  real  and  dominating  factor  in  societ\ . 

Wanted  for   Investigation — "  Disincarnate  "   Spirits! 

This  announcement  will  be  read  with  some  interest  b\  our 
readers.  It  shows  clearly  that,  in  modern  forms  of  supersti- 
tion, Toronto  folks  are  determined  not  to  be  left  behind  foggy 
old  London  or  cultured  Boston  : 

"To  'extend  our  knowledge  of  variou.s  niental  and  jDsyehological  phenoiuena 
ihe  Canadian  Society  for  Psychical  Research  has  been  incoi-porated  in  Toronto. 
President,  Dr.  J.  S.^King;  Vice-Pies.,  T.  F.  Corey  ;  Sec,  H.  G.  Paul  ;  Treas., 
.1.  H.  Trott  ;  Directors,  Col.  R.  P>.  Hamilton,  Dr.  W.  E.  Hamill.  S.  A.  Knox. 
Prof.  J.  r.  McCurdy,  Dr.  .J.  S.  Bach.  It  is  the  purpose  of  the  s^icietv  that  all 
investigations  shall  be  systematically  and  skilfully  conducted  and  i-esidts  faith- 
fully recorded  ;  and  such  reports,  whether  the  work  of  individual  members, 
branch  societies,  or  committees  of  the  parent  body  or  of  the  branches,  shall  I'e 
placed  with  the  bcjard  of  directors  of  the  parent  societ}-  to  be  dealt  with.  The 
new  society,  following  the  lines  of  the  parent  bodies  of  England  and  the  States, 
will  investigate  dreams,  apparitions,  clairvoyance,  disincarnate  siiirits,  the  in- 
fluence of   mind  on  mind,  and  other  like  subjects." 

We  recommend  the  new  societ}'  to  undertake  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  psychical  phenomena  mentioned  in  i  Sam.  28:  15, 
and  the  dream  noted  in  Matt,  i  :  20,  on  which  the  di\init}-  of 
Jesus  depends.  The  evidence  is  about  as  good  as  any  thev  are 
likely  to  get  in  the  most  modern  cases.  While  the\-  are  on  the 
job,  they  might  also  clear  up  the  case  of  clairvoyance  noted  in 
Matt.  4  :  8,  when  the  devil  showed  "  all  the  kingdoms  of  the 
world"  to  Jesus  from  a  mountain  peak  ;  and  the  apparition 
that  Balaam's  ass  perceived.  If  the  society  gets  hold  of  some 
real  disincarnate  spirits,  they  may  be  able  to  tell  us  whether 
the  dead  who  rose  from  their  graves  (Matt.  27  :  52-3)  were  ot 
the  same  genus,  or  were  incarnate  spirits  or  just  plain  ghosts 
— whatever  these  things  may  he. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that,  if  the  new  society  does  succeed 
in  "  raising  the  devil,"  it  has  a  brave  military  man  to  defend 
it,  as  well  as  a  few  doctors   to  restore   to  consciousness   those 
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who  may  be  overcome  by  the  apparitions  or  disincarnate  spirits 
produced,  for  the  scientific  precautions  taken  will  undoubtedly 
secure  the  real  it}-  of  all  the  phenomena.  We  hope  the  society- 
will  soon  publish  copies  oi  the  photo^Taphs  taken. 


Sir  Oliver  Lodge  and  Telepathv. 
Su'  Oliver  Lodg-e  contributes  an  article  to  Harper  s  Maga- 
zine for  Aug-ust,  in  which  he  asserts  that  "  the  Psychical  Re- 
search Societv  of  London  has  conclusiveK-  demonstrated  the 
realit}-  of  telepathy  ;"  and  in  simple  languao-e  he  describes  the 
process  of  transferring-  a  telepathic  message  from  one  brain  to 
another.  You  think  a  thoug-ht  ;  the  thoug-ht,  converted  into 
appropriate  vibrations,  travels  along  the  effluent  nerves  to  the 
epidermis,  whence  it  is  conveyed  (like  a  Marconigram)  upon 
etheric  waves  to  the  recipient,  whose  nerves  carry  it  to  the 
brain,  re-transforming  it  into  a  thought  on  the  way.  It's  just 
like  taking  a  phonographic  record  and  reproducing  it.  How 
does  Sir  Oliver  Lodge  know  all  this  ?  We  don't  know,  but  it 
must  be  true,  for  does  not  a  great  scientist  assert  it,  and  is  it 
not  recorded  in  the  Ps\chical  Society's  Transactions  ?   Proof? 

What  folly  to  ask  for  proof  when  we've  g-ot  the  fact  ! 

,         — ^ 

As  another  sign  of  the  increase  o'i  Catholicism  in  Ontario, 
we  note  that  a  new  church,  St.  Helen's,  has  just  had  its  corner 
stone  laid  by  the  new  Roman  Catholic  archbishop,  Mr.  M'Eva)-, 
inToronto.  It  is  to  cost  $75,000,  and  its  tax  exemption  means 
that  the  citizens  of  Toronto  will  have  to  contribute  a  sum  of 
about  81,400  a  Near  towards  its  support. 

Kid  Wedge,  a  once  well-known  Western  prize-fighter,  has 
accepted  Christ — and  the  pastorate  of  the  first  Presbyterian 
Church,  Barnston,  Neb.,  for  one  year,  with  a  salar\-  suflficient 
to  pay  his  expenses  at  the  State  Universit}'.  In  a  letter  to  the 
press  Kid  Wedge  defends  prize-fighters  from  a  charge  of  being 
"human  brutes,"  and  says  that  if  ordinary  people  knew  more 
about  them  their  opinions  would  change — a  remarkablx"  'cute 
observation  for  a  prize-fighter.  Mr.  Wedge,  we  suppose,  is 
getting  too  old  for  the  ring,  and  rightly  imag-ines  that  Bible- 
banging  is  more  profitable,  more  pleasant,  and  less  risky  than 
smashing-  noses,  breaking  jaws,  or  crashing  the  solar  plexus. 

Rev.  W.  Peace,  of  Brighton,  Eng.,  recently  died  leaving  an 
estate  worth  $285,000.  Like  Spurgeon,  he  "reached  heaven 
at  2.15,"  but  was  he  admitted  ? 
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Mad    Murdock. 


i\i 


^  o^^  <^^-'^>^)^  o^;:-^  '>^^ro  o^«)'i; 


>■  ^>-^>S-°-  ■'>^^-o  o^'  •5<-  <-^i  : 


thp:  new  gospel. 


II. 

The  practical  abolition  of  hell,  to  which  those  who  oppose  the  new  i^ospel 
are  consigned,  necessitated  a  place  of  retirement  for  the  classes  as  distinct 
from  the  masses.  This  being- apparent,  steps  were  taken  to  re-interpretate 
The  Word,  and  the  result  has  been  the  founding  of  Hades.  This  is  no 
common  joint,  and  must  not  be  pronounced  like  shades,  jades,  or  trades. 
It  is  pronounced  as  though  spelled  hay-dees,  but  carters,  diggers,  car- 
penters, farmers,  shovellers,  sweeps  and  socialists  are  forbidden  to  so  much 
as  name  it.  They  ought  to  know  their  place,  and  are  as  free  to  go  to  hell 
as  ever,  and  now  have  it  all  to  themselves.  Hades  will  be  reserved  for 
those  who,  through  wine,  women  or  gasolene  on  the  one  hand,  or  through 
putting  their  money  on  the  wrong  stack  at  the  right  time,  or  on  the  right 
horse  at  the  wrong  time  on  the  other  hand,  fail  to  make  good.  The  person 
who  once  could  be  seen  at  receptions  at  Government  House,  at  an  alder- 
manic  feed,  in  one  of  the  chief  seats  in  the  synagogue,  or  on  the  lawn  at 
the  race.s,  and  cannot  now  secure  the  password,  is  deemed  alreadv  there, 
nor  can  he  be  released  till  the  debt  to  society  is  paid.  It  is  the  purgatorv 
of  the  plutocrats. 

The  New  Gospel  enjoins  Prayer — for  the  heathen  ;  Faith — on  Sundav  ; 
Works — if  you  can  find  anyone  to  work  ;  Sanctitication — as  indicated  bv  a 
silk  tile  and  well-cut  frock  coat  ;  Charity — where  it  will  do  most  good 
(which,  incidentally,  is  in  the  columns  of  a  widely-circulated  paper)  ;  Good 
W'ill  to  All  Men — who  are  better  "  fixed  "  than  yourself;  Justification — for 
what  you  did  to  Jones  ;  Redemption — at  par  of  the  bonds  you  g-ot  as  a 
bonus  to  let  them  use  your  name  ;    and  Repentance — when  you  are  caught. 

MISSIONS    WILL    PAY. 

At  no  time  in  the  world's  history  has  such  activity  been  seen  in  the 
religious  field,  and  with  good  reason,  because  it  is  now  possible  to  make 
progress  at  a  rate  before  unheard  of.  Differences  have  been  all  but  wiped 
out  by  a  clearer  view  of  the  meaning  of  God's  message  to  sinful  man.  and 
the  Churches  are  to  unite  so  as  to  form  a  combination  that,  while  keepino- 
down  cost  to  a  minimum,  will  vastly  increase  the  output  of  the  finished 
product.  With  a  merger  of  the  churches,  not  only  will  the  spiritual  life  be 
better  administered,  but  temporal  matters  will  greatly  benefit.  Free  trade 
will  be  secured  to  everjbody — who  is  a  Christian  ;    "  none  daring  to  make 
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ihem  .ilVaid."'  Intimidation  will  he  impossible.  Tlie  person  who  is  not 
content  to  work  for  the  wai,'-es  his  employer  otfers  will  he  entirel}-  free  to 
quit  and  no  one  will  be  permitted  to  coerce  him.  The  working-  man  will 
he  taught  that  champai,^ne  is  a  better  drink  than  beer,  and  statistics  will  be 
published  to  show  that,  while  many  laborers  get  drunk  on  the  latt?r,  the} 
are  rarely  known  to  get  drunk  on  the  former. 

H}g>jne  will  be  taug-ht  in  the  schools,  so  that  a  laboring-  man  can  main- 
tain a  family  in  health  and  comfort  on  what  is  now  thrown  awa}-,  at  a  cost 
ot  fifteen  cents  a  day.  For  instance,  neck  oi'  beef  is  better  boiled  than 
roasted,  and  the  remains  of  the  boil  can  next  day  be  made  into  meat  pie  ; 
while  the  third  day  the  bones  can  be  made  into  a  delicious  soup — -if  eaten 
with  humility  and  thankfulness.  Property  will  be  protected,  and  Socialism 
and  all  manner  oi'  discontent  will  be  kept  down  with  a  firm  hand.  The 
unemployed  will  be  looked  after  carefully  during-  the  winter  season,  and 
each  will  be  furnished  a  tract  on  temperance  ;  once  a  week  they  will  be 
furnished  with  skilly  soup,-  which  is  said  to  be  very  nourishing;,  as  experi- 
ei-ice  has  proved  that  it  is  really  cheaper  to  sustain  life  in  the  beg^gars  than 
to  bury  ihem.  Tl?is  may  at  first  seem  difficult  to  believe,  but  there  has  to 
be  consivlered  what  would  be  the  effect  on  the  labor  market  if  the  uneni- 
ployed  were  allowed  to  drop  off  for  want  of  the  trifle  necessar}'  to  maintain 
life. 

Our  readers  will  note  sonie  difficulties  that  are  sure  to  arise  and  which 
wc  anticipate.  With  the  rights  of  property  secured  and  wealth  increasing 
in  the  haiids  of  the  classes,  the  ranks  of  the  masses  will  tend  to  become 
poorer  ;  a  state  of  things  for  which  no  solution  has  been  so  far  found  that, 
would  he  satisfactory  to  those  in  authorit}-.  This  being-  so,  the  more 
poverty,  the  more  want  ;  because  we  (that  is,  the}-)  are  by  nature  carnally 
n-)inded  ;  the  more  want,  the  more  envy  ;  the  iiiore  en\-}-,  the  more  crime  ; 
the  more  crime,  the  more  convictions  ;  the  niore  convictions,  tiie  niore 
repentance  ;  the  more  repentance,  the  greater  the  nuniber  that  are  brought 
to  'he  knowledge  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus.  Thus  does  the  .Mniighty, 
backed  hy  the  classes,  furnish  a  startling  illustration  that 

"GRK.AT   l.S  THE   MYSTKllV  OV  GODLINESS." 

.Ail  this  poiiits  to  prog-ress  with  a  ver}-  large  L,  and  we  are  made  alive  to 
tlie  fact  that  Heaven  will  soon  be  overcrowded.  There  is  no  use  dodging 
the  issue  :  the  limits  of  the  Heavenly  Citv  must  be  extended  ;  new  streets 
opened  up  and  proper  park  accommodation  afforded.  The  building  by-law 
must  be  extended,  and  overorowding  prevented  by  the  erection  of  n-iunicipal 
tenemeiits.  This  will  cost  money,  but  such  men  as  Rock}fellow,  Cox, 
Coad}-,  or  Cashman  could  be  induced  to  lend  on  bonds.  It  would  be  just 
like  linding  money  in    an    old   coat,  for  these  far-seeing;  and   pliilanthropic 
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financiers  would  never  look  for  the  payment  of  their  principal  :  all  wc- 
would  have  to  do  would  be  to  pay  the  interest — for  ever  and   ever,  Atnen  ! 

The  most  satisfactory  feature  of  the  revision  lies  in  this,  that  it  is 
neither  conservative  nor  radical,  hut  essentially  reformative  in  its  spirit. 
Doubtful  and  inexplicable  points  have  been  laid  aside  for  future  considera- 
tion ;  errors  in  translation  have  been  corrected  by  professors  who,  though 
English,  are  probably  better  Hebrew  scholars  than  Moses  was  ;  and  what 
is  necessarv  to  the  life  of  the  Church  to  believe  is  rii^idlv  believed  and  wilf 
continue  to  be  believed,  until,  to  keep  abreast  of  the  times,  a  new  revision 
of  God's  Holy  Word  seems  necessary. 

In  our  treatment  of  the  subject  such  trifles  as  the  Creation,  the  Devil, 
and  Noah's  Flood  have  been  omitted  :  the  proof  that  the  earth  and  its  ful- 
ness exist  is  proof  enough  that  it  was  made  or  found  ready  made.  Proof 
that  it  was  made  as  stated  may  be  shown  to  the  satisfaction  of  everybody 
who  can  agree  with  the  following  logic  : 

Donald  was  a  believer  in  much  that  was  not  easily  proved  ;  among  other 
things,  he  believed  in  the  existence  of  an  evil  spirit  that  took  the  form  of  a 
river  horse. 

"  How  do  1  know  that  there  iss  a  river  horse?  I  am  not  a  pov  an'  I  am 
not  afraid  of  anything  whateffer  ;  but  1  am  afraid  of  the  river  horse  !  Now 
whaat  way  could  I  pe  afraid  of  the  river  horse  if  there  wass  no  river  horse  ? 
You  will  tell  me  that  !  " 

As  to  the  Creation  of  the  Devil,  a  devil  was  necessary  to  the  Plan  of 
Salvation  ;  then  if  we  believe  the  rest,  how  the  devil  can  we  say  that  he 
does  not  exist  ? 

As  for  the  story  oi'  the  Flood,  it  is  cheering  in  these  days  o\'  rampant 
Atheism  to  note  the  following  : 

"  From  the  HiKhon  Bay  Hooter,  by  wireless  from  H.ALS.  Snark,  off 
Resolution  Lsland,  Hudson's  Straits. 

"  While  making  excavations  on  the  line  of  the  Ararat,  Nineveh  &  Vz  R.R. 
the  workmen  came  upon  what  is  believed  to  be  the  most  wonderful  find  of  the 
Christian  era.  It  is  in  the  form  of  a  large  bill-board  that  was  covered  by  a 
_M-eat  depth  of  clay  containing  powerful  preservative  qualities.  The  board 
itself  was  covered  with  a  thick  coating  of  pitch,  and  \v-a,s  probably  formerly  used 
IS  a  gang  plank  for  the  ark.  It  was  covered  with  characters  in  some  totally 
luknown  language  that  have  been  translated  by  Prof.  Nicolai  Murphiani  of 
Wat  kins'  Glen  University.      On  one  side  was  : 

"  '  NOTIS.— KNO  TRESPU8  WIL  BE  ALOUD  on  thes  premusis  wich 
is  a  mining  clame  off  fool  size  with  all  its  spurs  dips  and  angels  having  a  depth 
.  .ft"  1 .500  feat  to  a  lane. 

•' '  Tliis  clame  has  been  discovered  by  me  and  is  cald 
"  '  "The  Ararat  Cobalt," 

'"KNOAH,  Owner.: 
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'"On  the  other  .side  was  : 

"  '  B.C.  229^.  Special  Excursion  of  tlie  Soms  of  Sin  Old  Boys  by  the  rock 
ballasted  track,  vestibuled,  peerless  parlor  cais  of  the  Eden  it  Shinar  R.R.  to 
their  splendid  park,  EDEN  ADx\MLESS.  Return,  $1.50.  Splendid  service. 
Pink  lemonade  for  the  children,  only  5c.  Hard  stuff  can  be  procured  behind 
the  grand  stand.      Fig  leaf  dancing  in  the  pavilion. 

"  '  Boating  on  the  River  of  Life,  See  the  great  Tree  of  Life.  Lofty  Grove 
of  Trees  of  Knowledge  of  Good  and  Evil. 

"  '  Genuine  Flaming  Sword. 

■'  '  Cinematograph  moving  pictures.  Adam  as  first  tailor,  Adam  and  Eve  in 
undress  parade,  Adam  hoeing  in  heat  of  day,  Eve  chasing  chickens  off  onion 
beds,  menagerie  coming  to  get  named.  Serpent  as  a  fruit  dealer.  Cain  and 
Abel  fight  in  40  rounds.     The  first  eviction. 

"  '  Gi'amophone.  Adam  putting  it  off  on  his  wife  ;  Adam  talking  to  himself 
after  fetching  his  toe  on  a  stone. 

"  '  Visit  the  Art  Museum.  Skelet(m  of  Adam  before  Eve's  time  showing 
even  number  of  ribs.  Skeleton  of  Adam  after  Eve's  time  showing  rib  short  on 
one  side.  The  whole  exhibition  is  -so  realistic  that  experts  say  it  cannot  be 
distinguished  from  the  original  ! 

"'Gates  open  at  10  a.m.,  when  train  arrives.  Splendid  Quadrille  Band. 
Comic  Songs  by  the  Canaan  Quartette.  By  special  request  they  will  render 
that  soul  touching  melody  :   "The  Old  Man's  Drunk  Again." 

"  '  Special  train  leaves  Ararat  at  7  a.m.,  arrives  at  Eden  10.30  a.m.  Shem, 
President ;  Japhet,  General  Manager. 

"  '  For  parlor  car  reserved  seats  and  berths  address  Ham  ct'  Sons,  Room 
419  Ark.'" 

Sceptics  may  question  the  authenticity  of  the  foreg-oing-  find,  but  we 
would  expect  that,  nor  do  we  hope  that  they  would  be  satisfied  even  if  we 
produced  the  excavation  from  which  the  bill-board  was  taken.  But  I  do 
not  appeal  to  such,  but  to  true  believers  who  can  read  the  story  of  the 
Flood,  as  told  b}'  Moses,  with  confidence.  To  such  we  appeal  that  they 
use  this  latest  find  as  corroborative  evidence  of  the  truth  of  the  Bible  story. 
Our  information  is  in  some  respects  more  full  than  that  of  Moses.  We 
cannot  only  give  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  Resolution  Island,  but  we 
a'-e  in  possession  of  maps — Sunday  School  maps — showing  the  position  of 
both  Ararat  <md  Eden. 


THE    BLUFF  CALLED. 

BY    C.     HOWERMAN,     n.D.S.,     BEAVERTON",     O.N'T. 

Til  ft  more  T  observe  an<l  read  and  study,  tlu;  more  I  become  convinced  that 
the  "divine"  and  tl>e  "supernatural  "  of  the  theologians  are  really  non-existent 
and  purely  imaginary,  as  is  also,  of  course,  the  "revelation  from  God  "  con- 
tained in  the  Bible.     All  are  sinjply  outgi'owths  of  the  huuum  imagination,  and 
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can  be  explained  only  by  absolute  laws  of  psychic  phenomena.  The  woid 
"Savior"  is  a  misnomer  (in  both  a  theological  and  a  practical  sense)  whi-n 
applied  to  the  so-called  Man-god  of  Nazareth,  for  he  has  not  saved  his  people 
from  their  sins.  Education  and  wise  secular  laws  aie  far  greater  factors  in 
producing  present-day  morality  than  are  the  silly  vaporings  and  impassioned 
appeals  of  religious  enthusiasts  and  fanatics.  How  narrow  and  illiberal  these 
can  be  is  shown  when  they  condemn  as  worldly,  wicked,  and  sinful  such  inno- 
cent recreations  as  ball-playing  or  concerts  on  Sunday,  dancing.,  etc.,  which 
are  not  in  themselves  immoral.  It  is  a  healthy  sign  when  people  a?e  Ijeginning 
to  cea.se  paying  attention  to  the  (hell)  fiery  denunciations  of  gloomv  asceties 
and  prudes. 

The  following  is  clipped  from  the  Cannington  news  in  the  Bfiaverhtv  Express 
of  this  week  : 

"  We  are  a  uegenepate  and  perverse  race.  No  doubt  about  that.  Here  for  three 
weeks  we  have  had  the  untiring  efforts  of  two  most  powerful  evangelists  (Crossley 
and  Hunter)  to  impress  this  community  wiih  the  necessity,  spiritually,  of  putting  its 
house  in  order.  The  various  frivolities  and  pleasures  of  the  world  were  scored  and 
^corned,  especially  the  delusive  and  seductive  dance.  Not  in  the  recollection  of  the 
writer  has  there  ever  been  a  public  dance  hall  in  Cannington  until  Monda\  last,  when 
no  less  than  two  added  their  charms  to  the  programme  of  enjoyments,  and  both  were 
exceedingly 'well  patronized." 

Beaverton,  July  17th,  1908. 


THOUGHTS  OF  A  THINKER. 

BY    T.     DUG.W,    .\LB.\.\Y,     .V,  Y. 

THE  UNIVERSE,   .AND    MAN'S    RELATION    TO    IT,   FROM    THE 
SCIENTIFIC  AND  THE   CHRISTIAN    POINTS  OF  \'IE\V. 

III. 
Ix  this  country  to-day,  every  man  has  a  vote.  You  cannot  confer  an\-  more 
power  upon  men  than  to  place  in  their  hands  the  ballot,  for  the  ballot 
decides  every  question.  Men  have  no  necessity  to  resort  to  anvthing-  else. 
In  France,  previous  to  the  Revolution,  they  had  no  ballot,  and  the  onl} 
resource  left  them  was  a  bloody  revolution.  The  ballot,  thoug-h,  works 
two  ways.  In  the  hands  of  an  enligfhtened  people  it  is  a  blessing-  ;  in  the 
hands  of  an  ig-norant  people  it  is  a  curse.  It  is  a  curse,  because  it  only 
helps  to  rivet  the  chains  of  slavery  still  more  firmly  upon  those  who  possess 
it,  and  it  does  it  in  such  a  way  that  they  are  not  conscious  of  it. 

I  have  heard  men  say,  and  apparently  intelligfent  men  too,  if  vou  ask 
them  why  they  are  partisans  of  any  particular  party  :  "  My  father  was  a 
Republican,  and  that  is  good  enoug-h  for  me, "or  "My  father  was  a  Demo- 
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crat,  and  that  party  is  g-ood  enoug-h  for  me."  Among-  the  various  sects 
which  claim  to  he  Christ iari,  hut  no  two  of  which  helieve  aHke,  all  say  that 
the  adherents  of  every  other  sect  will  he  damned.  .'Vsk  any  oi'  them  whv 
they  helieve  as  they  do,  and  you  will  find  their  answers  to  he  practicallv 
the  same:  "My  mother's  relig"ion  is  good  enougii  for  me."  Such  an 
answer  only  demonstrates  the  fact  that  if  the  mother  believed  in  Mumbo- 
Jumbo,  it  would  be  the  son's  duty  to  believe  in  him  also,  for  if  he  took  the 
first  upon  trust  without  investigation,  he  should  accept  the  other  upon  the 
same  grounds.  It  is  out  of  the  power  oi'  any  man  to  distinguish  between 
them  unless  he  examines  into  the  claims  of  both.  Any  man  who  is  ignorant 
in  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  universe  is  not  competent  to  form  a  correct 
judgement  upon  subjects  appertaining-  to  it,  any  more  than  a  witness  is 
competent  to  give  testimony  in  a  court  of  law  if  he  has  no  knowledg-e 
.appertaining'-  to  the  issue  in  litigation.  This  is  where  the  difficulty  beg-ins 
in  endeavoring-  to  promulgate  correct  ideas  in  reference  to  the  nature  of 
the  universe,  so  as  to  enable  those  who  toil  to  g-rasp  the  idea  that  thev 
)ia\e  been  not  only  deceived,  but  robbed  upon  all  sides  by  those  who  are 
associated  tog-ether  for  no  other  purpose.      Such  is  the  situation  ! 

I  will  now  quote  an  extract  from  Herbert  Spencer's  last  book,  published 
a  year  or  two  before  his  death,  in  reference  to  Space,  I  do  so,  in  order  to 
press  still  more  firmly  upon  your  minds  this  question  of  SjKU'e.  Here  is 
what  Spencer  says  ; 

"  ft  is  coininoiily  supposed  that  those  who  Iiave  reliuipiished  the  creed  of 
Christendom  occupy  themselves  exclusively  with  material  interests  and  material 
activities — thinking  nothing  of  the  How  and  the  Why,  of  the  Whence  and  the 
Whither.  It  may  he  so  with  some  of  the  uncultured,  but  it  is  certainly  not  so 
with  many  of  the  cultui-ed.  Tn  the  minds  of  those  intimately  known  to  me, 
the  'riddle  of  existence  '  fills  spaces  far  larger  than  the  current  conception  fills 
in  the  minds  of  men  in  general. 

"  After  .studying  primitive  beliefs  and  finding  that  ther-e  is  no  oi-igin  for  the 
idea  of  an  aftei'-life  save  the  conclusion  whicli  the  savage  draws  from  the  notion 
suggested  by  dreams,  of  a  wandering  double  which  comes  back  on  awaking, 
and  wliicl)  goes  away  for  an  indefinite  time  at  death  ;  and  after  contemplating 
the  inscrutable  relation  between  brain  and  consciousness,  and  finding  that  we 
can  get  no  evidence  of  the  existence  of  the  last  without  the  activity  of  the  first, 
we  seem  obliged  to  relinquish  the  thought  that  c(^nsciousness  continues  after 
physical  organization  becomes  inactive. 

'•  But  it  seems  a  strange  and  repugnant  conclusion  that  with  the  cessation  of 
consciousness  at  death,  there  c(!ases  to  be  any  knowledge  of  having  existed. 
With  \\W.  last  breath  it  l)ecomes  to  each  the  same  thing  as  though  lie  had 
ne\er  lived. 

"  Anf]  then  the  consciousness  itself — what  is  it  during  the  time  tliat  it  con- 
tinues? And  what  becomes  of  it  vvh(^  it  ends?  We  can  only  infei-  that  it  is 
a  specialized  and  individualized  form  of  that  Infinite  and  Eternal  Energy 
which  ti-anscends  both  our  knowledge  and  our  imagination  ;  and  that  at  death 
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its  element. s  lapse  into  the  Infinite  and  Eternal  Energy  whence  they  were 
derived. 

"Concerning  the  outer  world,  as  concerning  the  inner  world,  those  who  have 
not  satisfied  themselves  with  traditional  explanations,  continually  have  tnrust 
upon  them  the  same  (juestions — trite  questions  concerning  the  origin,  meaning 
and  purpose,  alike  of  the  Universe  as  a  whole  and  of  all  its  living  contents, 
down  to  the  microscopic  forms  of  which  earth,  air  and  water  are  full.  On  tlv 
Agnostic  these  questions  are  continually  forced,  and  continually  he  sees  the 
futility  of  all  efforts  to  find  consistent  answers  to  them. 

"There  is  one  aspect  of  the  Great  Enigma  to  which  little  attention  seems 
given,  but  which  has  of  late  years  more  frequently  impressed  me.  I  refer  nrjt 
to  the  problems  which  all  concrete  existences,  from  suns  down  to  microbes, 
present,  but  to  those  presented  by  the  universal  form  under  which  these  exist 
— the  phenomena  of  Space. 

"In  youth  we  pass  by  without  surprise  the  geometrical  truths  set  down  ia 
our  Euclids.  It  suffices  to  learn  that  in  a  i-ight-angled  ti'iangle  the  square  of 
the  hypothenuse  is  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  .squares  of  the  other  two  sides  :  it 
is  demonstrable,  and  that  is  enough.  Concerning  the  multitudes  of  remarkable 
relations  among  lines  and  among  spaces  very  few  ever  ask — why  ai-e  thev  so? 
Perhaps  the  question  ma}^  in  later  years  be  i-aised,  as  it  has  been  in  myself,  l)y 
some  of  the  more  conspicuously  marvellous  truths  now  grouped  under  the  title 
of  "  The  Geometry  of  Position."  Many  of  these  are  so  astounding  that  but  for 
the  presence  of  ocular  proof  they  would  be  incredible  ;  and  by  their  raarvel- 
lousness,  as  well  as  by  their  beauty,  they  serve,  in  some  minds  at  least,  to  raise 
the  unanswerable  question — How  came  there  to  exist,  among  the  parts  of  this 
seemingly-structureless  vacanc}'  we  call  Space,  these  strange  relations  ?  How 
does  it  happen  that  the  blank  forms  of  things  present  us  with  truths  as  incom- 
prehensible as  do  the  things  it  contains  ? 

"  Beyond  the  reach  of  our  intelligence  as  are  the  mysteries  of  the  objects 
known  by  our  senses,  those  presented  in  this  universal  matrix  are,  if  we  may 
so  say,  still  further  beyond  the  reach  of  our  intelligence  ;  for  whereas  tho.se  of 
the  one  kind  may  be,  and  are,  thought  of  by  many  as  explicable  on  the 
hypothesis  of  Creation,  and  by  the  rest  on  the  hypothesis  of  evolution,  those  of 
the  other  kinrl  cannot  by  either  be  regarded  as  thus  explicable.  Theist 
and  Agnostic  must  agree  in  recognizing  the  properties  of  Space  as  itdierent, 
eternal,  uncreated — as  anteceding  all  creation,  if  creation  has  taken  place,  and 
all  evolution,  if  evolution  has  taken  place. 

"  Hence,  could  we  penetrate  the  mysteries  of  existence,  there  would  remain 
still  new  transcendent  mysteries.  That  which  can  be  thought  of  neither  as 
made  nor  evolved  presents  us  with  facts  the  origin  of  which  is  even  more 
remote  from  conceivability  than  is  the  origin  of  the  facts  presented  by  visible 
and  tangible  things.  It  is  impos.sible  to  imagine  how  there  came  to  exist  the 
marvellous  space-relations  referred  to  above.  We  are  obliged  to  recognize  these 
as  having  belonged  to  Space  from  all  eternity. 

"  And  then  comes  the  thought  of  this  universal  matrix  itself,  antedating 
alike  creation  or  evolution,  whichever  be  assumed,  and  infinitely  transcending 
both,  alike  in  extent  and  duration  ;  since  both,  if  conceived  at  all,  must  be 
conceived  as  having  had  a  beginning,  while  Space  had  no  beginning.  The 
thought  of  this  blank  form  of  existence  which,  explored  in  all  directions  as  far 
as  imagination  can    reach,  has,  beyond    that,  an   unexplored    region  compared 
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witli  which  the  part  which  imagination  has  trav-ersed  is  but  infinitesimal — 
thoiiirht  of  a  Space  compared  with  which  our  immeasurable  sidereal  system 
dwindles  to  a  point,  is  a  thought  too  overwlielming  to  be  dwelt  upon.  Of  late 
j'cars  the.  consciousness  that  without  origin  or  cause  infinite  Space  has  ever 
existed  and  must  ever  exist,  produces  in  me  a  feeling  from  which  I  shrink." 

Such  are  Herbert  Spencer's  thoug'hts  in  reference  to  Space  !  Do  people 
ever  i^ive  an}-  thoug-ht  to  such  a  subject?  No,  not  that  I  ever  heard  of 
until  I  read  those  words  of  Spencer's  in  reference  to  it.  Vet  it  is  a  most 
important  thought,  for  it  points  out  the  road  by  which  we  should  travel — 
the  road  which  leads  to  a  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  the  Universe.  Once 
grasp  the  idea  of  what  Space  signifies,  and  superstition  will  disappear  from 
off  the  surface  of  the  earth.  Think  upon  this  conception  just  once,  and 
endeaxor,  if  you  can,  to  concei\e  what  Space  signifies,  and  then  think  where 
the  Christian  God  comes  in. 

However,  before  I  read  these  words  of  Herbert  Spencer's  in  reference  to 
■Space,  the  idea  often  occurred  to  me.  I  could  see  that  I,  and  every  other 
animate  and  inanimate  thing,  even  to  the  microscopic  speck  of  dust  upon 
the  wing  of  a  moth,  occupied  what  we  term  Space,  just  as  truly  as  does 
our  solar  or  sidereal  system  ;  and,  beyond  all  that  we  could  possibly 
imagine  in  reference  to  its  extent  in  every  direction,  I  could  perceive  that 
it  was  boundless — infinite — unthinkable.  I  could  also  perceive  that  it  must 
be  filled — positively  filled — with  some  substance  beyond  the  power  of  our 
infantine  minds  j:o  comprehend,  for  without  some  substance  there  would  be 
a  vacuum,  which  is  absurd  to  imagine,  and  because  without  a  medium  of 
some  kind  we  could  not  see  a  sf(ir.  This  something  must  be  concomitant 
with  space — both  may  be  "one"  for  all  v.  e  know,  and  one  cc^uld  not  exist 
without  the  other. 

Science  now  has  demonstrated  the  fact  that  such  a  substance  exists,  and 
it  terms  it  Ether — celestial  ether  ;  and  also  that  It  binds  every  known  and 
unknown  substance  in  bonds  as  firm  as  steel  together,  and  that  it  is  through 
its  power  that  the  Universe  is  actuated  throughout  boundless  space. 
Marconi  utilizes  it  to  transmit  messages  without  wires.  Without  It  our 
telegraph  wires  would  be  powerless  to  transmit  a  message.  Without  It 
there  would  be  no  mc^ticm  of  any  kind — the  universe  would  he  dead. 
Science  also  considers  that  all  our  various  so-called  elements,  to  the 
number  of  seventy  or  more, have  been  distilled  by  natural  laws  from  out  of 
this  universal  substance,  and  that  they  pass  back  into  it  after  they  have 
performed  their  work,  to  be  redistilled  again,  anil  so  on  for  eternity. 

(7V>  be  con  filmed.) 


The  great  thing  in  this  world   is  not  so  much  where  we  stand  as  in  what  direction 
we  are  moving.      Oliver  Wendell  Holmes. 
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The  Hr.MAXiTARiAX  Re\ie\v  (854  E.  54111  St.,  Lcs  Argele^.  Cal.;  loc. 
per  copy;  Si. 00  per  year)  begin.s  a  new  and  enlarged  .'■eries  with  its  August 
number.  Its  58  large  pages  are  printed  in  fine  bold  t}  pe  on  gccd  paper, 
and  it  has  for  frontispiece  a  picture  cf  the  Review's  rew  off  ce— a  reat.  if 
somewhat  primitive,  wooden  structure  of  the  plainest  l}pe — it,  wlieh  v.  e 
hope  the  editor  will  be  able  to  carry  on  his  magazine  with  prof  t  to  h'mself, 
as  we  are  sure  it  will  be  to  the  benefit  of  his  subscribers.  Tl  e  August 
number  is  filled  with  good  matter,  notable  among  which  is  an  appreciative 
sketch  of  the  life  of  the  late  Col.  Ingersoll,  by  W.  J.  xAmstrong,  cc>ntain- 
ing  some  very  discriminating  remarks  on  the  great  orator's  style. 

The  .American  Journal  of  Eugenics,  Mr.  Moses  Harman"s  new  journal 
and  successor  to  Lucifer,  has  removed  from  Chicag-o  to  Los  Angeles,  Ca!. 
(140  South  Main  St.).  The  July  number  shows  that  Mr.  Harman  must 
have  secured  some  strong  financial  backing,  its  48  closeh -printed  pages, 
with  their  clear  type  and  heavy  toned  paper,  involving  considerable  cutlav. 
Among  the  matter  of  interest  in  this  number  are  "The  Church  and  the 
Woman,"  by  Louisa  Dana  Harding,  and  "  Race  Culture  and  Socialism," 
by  Dr.  Saleeby.  "  Eugenics"  deals  with  a  most  important  question — the 
ph3sical  and  mental  development  of  the  human  race,  and  opens  its  pages 
to  discussions  of  most  of  its  leading  phases  ;  its  editor  has  suffered  seve- 
ral terms  of  imprisonment  for  his  freedom  of  speech,  though  it  is  difficult 
to  imagine  that  the  judges  who  sentenced  him  were  really  honest  in  their 
decisions,  for  there  is  in  the  issues  we  have  seen  nothing  that  could  be 
reasonably  objected  to  by  anybody  who  reads  the  daily  papers  ;  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  he  will  escape  any  further  persecution.  (loc.  a  number; 
$1  a  year,  plus  24c.  postage.) 

A  Brainy  Diet  For  the  Healthy.  By  Sophie  Leppel.  London  :  L.  N, 
Fowler  &  Co.  ;  50  c.  In  this,  little  volume  of  about  80  pages  Miss  Leppel 
condenses  the  results  of  her  long  years  of  experiments  in  the  effects  of 
foods  on  the  human  body.  She  is  an  anti- vegetarian,  and  believes  that 
almost  anything  can  be  done  with  the  body  by  suitable  dieting.  Of  herself 
she  says  :    "  I  have  adopted  the  plan   for  twenty  years,  and  I  find  that   my 

brainy  diet  has  not  played  me  false  one  day — not  ev'en  one  hour The 

question  may  be  asked  whether  my  brain  never  gets  tired  ?  Yes,  mv  brain 
gets  tired  when  I  have  not  had  time  to  sleep  eight  hours  out  of  twenty- 
four,  but  an  extra  sleep  restores  it  quickly  to  its  usual  strength.  I  feel 
my  brain  soft  and  moving  when  it  is  tired,  but  when  the  brain  is  properlv 
nourished  there  is  a  sensation  that  it  is  as  strong  as  a  rock."  Indeed,  so 
much  can  be  done  by  varying  the  proportions  of  pork  and  beans,  cabbage 
and  pie,  and  so  on,  in  our  diet,  that  we  should  think  Miss  Leppel  would 
be  a  grand  helper  to  the  Japanese  in  their  efforts  to  lengthen  the  national 
legs  by  dietetic  changes  and  other  reforms.  The  wide  scope  of  Miss  Lep- 
pel's  theories  maybe  gauged  from  this  sentence  :  "  Business  peotile  who 
interview  their  clients  should  always  take  raw  juicy  fruit  instead  of  stewed 
fruit,  if  they  wish  to  be  persuasive."  The  truth  of  this  maxim  will  be 
manifest  when  we  remember  that  after  Eve  had  eaten  the  raw  juicv  apple 
she  was  able  to  persuade  Adam  to  commit  the  sin  of  his  life. 
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quoting  from  gray's  elegy. 

"  That's  it,"  said  a  man  who  had  stepped  in  the  corner  grocery  store  to 
get  T,}4  pounds  of  granulated  sugar.  "  I'm  going  home  t-ired.  I  remind 
myself  of  the  line  :  ;     . 

"The  plowman  homeward  wends  his  weary  way." 
"  \'ou   mean  plods  his  weary  way,"  said  the   school-master,  as  he  went 
out   of  the  door  with  a    can  of  kerosene.      "  He  meant    to   quote  the    line 
which  reads  : 

"  Homeward  the  plowman  plods  his  weary  way," 
remarked  the  village  lawyer. 

"  I  meant  to  quote  just  what  I  did  quote,"  said  the  first  speaker,  sternl}  : 

"  The  weary  plowman  homeward  plods  his  way." 
"  I  understand  your  quotation,"  said  a  man  who  was  sitting  on  a  sugar 
barrel,  "  to  be  : 

"  Weary  the  homeward  plov\man  plods  his  way." 
"You   are  wrong,"  said   a    neighbor,  who  was   enquiring   the   price    of 
liams.      "He  said  : 

"  The  weary  plowman  homeward  plods  his  way  " 
"  Pardon  me,"  broke  in  a  traveling  salesman  for  a  sausage  house.      "If 
the  gentleman  intended  to  quote  from  Gray's  Eulogy,  the  quotation  should 
read  : 

"  Homeward  the  weary  plowman  plods  his  way." 
"  Please  understand,"  said  the  man  with   the  3^  pounds  of  granulated 
sugar,  "  that   I  do  not  make    mistakes  in   quotations.      I   have  twice  said 
that  the  line  is  : 

"  The  weary  plowman  pl^ds  his  homeward  way." 
"  I  understand  you  to  say,"  observed  another  neighbor  : — 

"  Homeward  the  plowman  weary  plods  his  way." 
"  We  ma}"  easily  have  been  mistaken  as  to  what  he  said,"  remarked  an 
elderly  man,   "  but  what  he  undoubtedly  wished  to  say  was  : 
"  The  plowman  weary  homeward  plods  his  way." 
"  That  is  not  what   I  wished  to   say  and   not  what   I  did  say  !  "  retorted 
the  man  with  3j4  for  17  cents.      "  I  said,  and  I  will  stand  by  it  : 
"  Weary  the  plowman  plods  his  homeward  way." 
"Pardon   me  for  butting  in   again,  gents,"  said  the  sausage  drummer, 
"but    I  I  must    insist,    as   before,  that    if  you   would   accurately   quote   the 
immortal  Eulogy,  the  line  must  read  : 

"The  plowman  weary  plods  his  honieward  way." 
"Cien'm'n,"  said  the  village  good-for-nothing,  getting  up  from  a  keg  of 
nails    behind    the    stove,    "  you'rol    wrong — 'cuse    me,    you're    all    wrong. 
The  quotation  is  : 

"The  weary  plodman  homeward  plows  his  way." 
Thereupon   they  went   their  ways,  every  one    even   to   the   last    speaker, 
believing  he  was  right. — Youth's  Companion. 
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WHAT  IS  LIFE? 

(From  "  Buddhistic  Meditations,"    in   "  The  Open  Court,"   freely  translated 
by  Rev.  A.  Lloyd  from  "  Fukio  Taikan,"  a  Japanese  Buddhist  uork.) 

What  is  man's  life  ?     A   bubble  on  the   stream. 

Raised   by  the  splasbing   rain,   which   merrily 

Dances  along  the   swiftly-gliamg  wave, 

Full   of  apparent   life,   then   suddenly 

Breaks  and   dissolves,   and   leaves  no  trace   behind 

lo   show  where  it  hath    been 

A  summer  moth. 
Hovering  at  night  about  the  candle-flame. 
And  finding,   first,   its  transient  joy  oi  life, 

And  then   its   death 

A   frail   banana-leaf. 
Spreading   its   beauties  to  the  morning   wind. 

And   broken    in   a   trice 

A   dream  that  comes 
To   lure  the   soul  with   sham   reality. 
Yet   fading   in   a   moment,    when    the   mind 

Wakes   to   the  Truth 

A  shadow  on  the  path. 
Lacking  all   substance — echo  without  voice. 

Vain   phantasy  of  action    

Such   IS  life. 

— Zeishc)  Aif>uko. 


m 
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FAITH    AS    EVIDENCE. 


BY    AUSTIN    BIERBOWER. 

That  relig'ion  is  more  important  than  anything^  else,  is  reason  not  for 
easier  belief  but  for  harder  study.  The  more  vital  a  tenet,  the  more  need 
of  learning"  whether  it  is  true,  instead  of  settling  it  by  neglect.  Religion 
has  no  more  place  than  science  for  faith  as  a  support,  except  where  it  is 
false.  If  true  it  may  rest  on  knowledg'e  ;  if  unknowable,  it  is  no  subject 
for  acceptance.  Our  faith  in  such  cases  is  but  guessing,  and  is  no  more 
apt  to  be  good  guessing"  than  bad. 

Religion  cannot  safely  be  founded  on  ignorance.  What  we  do  not  know 
cannot  be  learned  by  not  thinking  about  it.  Belief  should  come  after 
knowledge,  not  before,  and  it  should  be  no  greater  than  the  extent  of  our 
information.  We  might  as  well  take  a  census  on  faith  as  a  creed,  having 
no  more  capacity  to  get  religious  than  mathematical  truth  without  learn- 
ing it. 

One  who  takes  things  on  faith  usually  takes  what  is  false.  It  is  easier 
to  be  mistaken  on  faith  than  to  be  correct.  Where  there  are  a  hundred 
ways  of  being  wrong  and  only  one  of  being  right,  there  is  only  one  chance 
in  a  hundred  of  being  right  by  faith. 

Many  believe  only  as  an  excuse  for  not  working.  If  they  can  by  faith 
escape  study,  they  think  they  get  so  much  advantage.  Faith  is  thus 
intellectual  laziness.  In  believing,  one  concludes  before  he  exhausts  his 
subject,  stopping  half-way  in  inquiry.  Faith  is  a  giving  up,  or  surren- 
dering to  intellectual  despair.  It  begins  where  investigation  ceases,  and 
is  an  opinion  for  which  there  is  no  warrant.  One  stops  when  his  powers 
give  out,  not  when  the  subject  is  exhausted,  and,  as  a  result,  gets  nothing 
more  than  a  sportsman  does  who  quits  when  his  ammunition  is  gone 
instead  of  when  the  game  is  bagged.  Because  we  cannot  understand  a 
thing  we  are  not  justified  in  accepting  it  without  understanding.  What 
we  cannot  know  we  have  no  right  to  believe,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  doubt 
it.  While  we  may  speculate  about  it,  considering  the  probabilities  indi- 
cated by  our  present  knowledge,  we  have  no  more  right  to  accept  anything 
unknown  as  true  than  to  reject  it  as  false. 

For  there  is  no  more  warrant  for  believing  than  for  doubting  ;  and  doubt 
is  the  only  proper  attitude  of  the  mind  where  the  evidence  is  wanting. 
The  fact  that  we  want  to  believe  is  no  excuse  for  belief.  To  follow  desire 
in  the  acceptance  of  a  doctrine  is  no  better  than  to  follow  it  in  other 
respects  where  it  is  unwarranted.  There  is  no  more  virtue  in  following 
our  desire  for  immortality,  for  example,  by  irrational  believing,  than  in 
following   it    for   eating   when   we    require    no   food.      We    should   neither 
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believe  nor  eat  to  excess  ;  and  taith  is  always  excessive  when  tlie  evidence 
is  deficient.  Such  faith  is  only  selfishness.  Because  people  want  some- 
thing good,  they  try  to  take  it,  without  having  a  title  to  it,  which  is  a  kind 
of  theft. 

People  should  consider  whether  they  hold  their  views  by  any  right. 
Most  of  them  have  been  obtained  dishonestl}-,  and  the  practice  of  believing 
without  evidence  produces  further  dishonesty.  Believers  are  all  insincere, 
and  are  guilty  of  immorality.  Only  doubters  are  honest  where  matters 
are  not  proven  ;  and  one  has  no  right  to  be  anything  but  a  sceptic  when 
he  does  not  know.  To  believe  is  to  misuse  the  mind.  Faith  is  always  a 
vice,  and  a  strong  believer  is  never  an  honest  man.  Most  believers,  indeed, 
ate  followers  of  others  who  are  thought  to  know  ;  and  such  persons,  while 
they  may  escape  dishonesty,  do  not  escape  error.  To  follow  those  who  do 
not  know  is  simply  to  unload  the  guilt  of  their  mistakes  on  to  the  leaders. 
One  can  never  lead  others  into  a  knowledge  which  he  has  not  himself;  and 
they  who  try  to  make  people  believe  are  engaged  in  dishonesty  as  a  busi- 
ness. Bad  as  it  is  to  believe  when  one  is  aware  that  he  does  not  know,  it 
is  worse  to  make  others  believe  in  his  ignorance  and  take  his  teachings 
without  doubt.  If  we  are  ignorant  ourselves,  we  cannot  make  others  in- 
telligent by  imparting  what  we  do  not  know.  Our  ignorance  does  not 
become  knowledge  by  being  transferred,  and  none  will  get  information  by 
following  those  who  are  in  error.  Teachers  of  faith  are  therefore  dis- 
honest, and  followers  of  others  in  religion  are  dupes.  To  be  guided  by 
those  who  do  not  know,  merely  because  we  know  not  how  ignorant  they 
are,  is  not  to  get  for  us  any  better  information  than  they  have. 

Religion  is  no  subject  for  trust,  either  in  other  men  or  in  the  subjects 
considered.  We  should  know  that  others  know  before  we  follow  them, 
just  as  we  should  know  that  a  proposition  is  true  before  we  accept  it.  It 
is  no  safer  to  take  other  people  as  true  than  to  take  things  as  true.  Men 
are  more  apt  to  deceive  us  than  things.  In  believing  others  we  take  two 
chances  of  going  wrong  :  one  in  the  probability  that  they  do  not  know 
what  they  teach,  and  the  other  in  that  they  purposely  deceive.  While  facts 
may  deceive  us,  they  never  do  so  intentionally  ;  but  not  so  men.  The 
follower  is  usually  twice  a  fool  :  once  in  believing  what  is  false,  and  again 
in  trusting  another  who  claims  to  know. 

There  is  no  essential  difference  between  believing  a  thing  that  one  does 
not  know  to  be  true,  and  believing  a  person  whom  he  does  not  know  to 
have  the  truth.  People  may,  by  the  same  misuse  of  the  mind,  believe 
either  things  or  persons.  Some  who  have  no  evidence  for  what  they  be- 
lieve, accept  the  authority  of  those  whose  knowledge  they  are  equally 
ignorant  ot.  Whether  we  believe  without  knowing  the  truth  of  what  we 
believe,  or  trust  in    persons  without  knowing  their  capacity  to  inform  us, 
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the  belief  is  the  same  :   it  is  the  acceptance  of  an  opinion  without  evidence 
for  it. 

But  there  are  many  who  would  rather  let  others  fool  them  than  fool 
themselves.  They  like  to  put  off  the  responsibility  of  their  folly  on  some- 
body else.  It  is  thought  easier  to  follow  than  to  investig^ate,  and  to  see 
where  one  is  leadini^  than  to  see  whether  what  he  leads  to  is  rig'ht.  Many 
like  to  believe  without  assuming  the  responsibility  of  getting"  the  truth. 
Shifting"  the  guilt  of  their  errors  on  to  their  fellows,  they  think  they  are 
right  if  they  follow  faithfully.  To  trust,  even  if  it  be  to  trust  a  deceiver,  is 
thought  to  be  a  virtue  ;  and  many  believe  they  are  good  if  they  do  the  best 
they  can  in  choosing  a  guide.  Some  would  like  to  escape  responsibility  in 
forming  opinions  by  faithfulness  in  keeping  to  them.  People  naturally  hold 
more  firmly  to  borrowed  views  than  to  original  ones  ;  and  he  who  takes 
his  opinions  from  others  is  a  stronger  Churchman  than  he  who  forms  them 
for  himself.  People  who  do  not  investigate  think  their  conclusions  more 
reliable  than  those  who  do  :  and  most  followers  take  their  steadfastness 
from  those  from  whom  they  get  their  opinions,  which  is  often  a  steadfast- 
ness taken  from  those  who  themselves  have  none.  Faith  grows  stronger 
as  it  gets  farther  from  investigation.  The  first  believer  is  generally  skep- 
tical, the  next  credulous,  and  the  last  certain.  With  each  remove  one 
becomes  more  convinced.  As  evidence  gets  lost,  faith  grows  stronger, 
until  by  the  time  one  knows  nothing  of  a  matter,  he  has  no  doubts  about  it. 

Nearly  all  successful  religions  were  started  so  far  back  that  none  now 
know  the  lack  of  evidence  on  which  they  were  founded.  By  as  much  as 
one  can  be  excused  from  looking  into  a  subject,  he  feels  justified  in  holding 
firmly  to  it.  What  he  sees  no  reason  for  he  thinks  someone  else  must 
have  reason  for  ;  and  he  believes  in  the  reason  of  he  knows  not  whom. 
Ignorance  of  long  standing  is  thought  the  surest  knowledge,  and  by  the 
time  one  cannot  remember  that  he  never  was  ignorant,  he  thinks  his 
knowledge  amounts  to  certainty. 

In  religion,  as  in  everything  else,  the  truth  can  be  had  only  by  learning 
it,  not  by  believing  it,  or  by  believing  anybody  who  has  it.  No  religious 
truth  can  be  known  till  it  is  discovered.  We  cannot  commence  our 
investigation  by  believing  what  we  want  to  know.  Belief  should  come 
after  study,  not  before,  it  being  a  result  instead  of  a  cause  of  knowledge. 
What  we  accept  before  we  know  is  pretty  sure  to  be  wrong.  It  is  hard 
enough  for  search  to  discover  truth,  and  we  ought  not  to  expect  lack  of 
search  to  get  it.  Indolence  should  never  take  the  place  of  effort  in  matters 
of  inquiry  ;  and  to  believe  before  we  know  what  to  believe,  is  to  plunge 
ourselves  into  certain  error.  One  can  make  a  mistake  by  negligence  but 
not  hit  the  mark  by  it.  Truth  does  not  come  to  us  unsought,  and  they 
who  do  not  look  for  it  rarely  find  it.    Longing  for  truth  is  no  substitute  for 
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luinting  for  it.  What  must  be  found  is  not  attained  by  simple  wanting. 
Faith  is  the  reliance  of  the  lazy  man  as  well  as  of  the  ignorant  one  ;  and 
his  hope  is  not  that  he  will  learn  anything  by  it,  hut  that  he  will  never 
find  out  that  he  does  not  know.  Ol'  m.ost  religious  problems  we  know 
nothing,  which  spares  us  the  humiliation  of  finding  out  our  ignorance. 
Many  accordingly  affirm  their  view«  with  confidence  that  they  can  never 
be  contradicted,  and  think  they  have  the  truth  because  they  are  sure  none 
can  show  them  to  be  in  error.  For  what  nobody  knows,  nobody  can  dis- 
prove ;  and  so  many  go  on  holding  mistakes  in  security.  The  ignorance 
of  all  men  is  the  refuge  of  the  believer  ;  and  it  is  thought  to  be  something" 
not  to  be  exposed. 

The  unknown  is  a  realm  in  which  most  people  have  their  religious 
knowledge  ;  and  they  think  it  unbounded  because  it  is  indefinite.  Man\ 
are  more  loth  to  give  up  what  they  have  not  than  what  they  have,  and  so 
cling  to  religious  "truth"  which  they  have  never  learned.  People  assert 
their  dogmas  and  then  stick  to  them,  instead  of  discovering  the  truth  and 
then  believing  it.  The  unknown  is  the  greatest  part  of  theology.  Dealing 
v^^ith  subjects  beyond  our  reach,  it  seems  as  profitable  to  accept  them 
without  investigation  as  with  it.  What  man  cannot  know  he  is  no  more 
likely  to  be  in  error  about  before  investigation  than  after  it  ;  so  that  many 
believers  seek  the  unknown  as  the  realm  of  their  hopes,  which^  if  they  can 
never  be  established,  can  never  be  overthrown. 

Many  persons  are  actually  looking  for  what  they  cannot  know.  It  is 
the  only  thing  that  gives  them  security  in  religion.  As  the  known  has  long 
been  found  unsatisfactory,  they  think  'it  prudent  to  take  up  the  unknown. 
More  systems  have  accordingh-  been  made  out  of  nothing  than  out  of 
anything  else.  It  has  no  limitations  like  facts,  and  there  is  always  enough 
of  it.  To  some  it  is  peculiarly  satisfying,  since  they  can  easily  get  full  oi 
it.  Nobody  can  disprove  it,  which  would  be  to  turn  it  into  something. 
To  take  their  Nothing  away  from  some  people  would  make  them  poor  in- 
deed. Unable  to  live  on  the  material,  they  long  for  what  has  qualities 
which  they  do  not  know.  There  is  actually  a  great  demand  for  something 
that  cannot  be  known.  If  it  could  be  known  it  might  overturn  their  faith ; 
so  that  it  is  claimed  to  be  better  to  have  faith  than  to  have  knowledge. 
Nothing  is  something  which  can  easily  be  believed  in  ;  and  it  is  not  likely 
ever  to  put  in  an  appearance  to  contradict  itself.  W^hatever  is  said  about 
it  is  as  likely  to  be  true  as  false,  and  it  cannot  be  disproven.  Contradic- 
tions even  do  not  destroy  it,  but  it  has  all  the  requirements  of  a  great  creed. 
To  believe  is  to  favor  one  side  of  a  proposition,  and  therefore  not  to 
proceed  rationally.  Whether  a  thing  is  true  is  decided  as  it  is  wanted,  not 
as  it  is  learned.  This  is  not  impartial  investigation.  To  be  rational,  one 
must  as  readily  doubt  as  believe,  and  must  always   conclude    according  to 
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the  evidence  alone.  Faith,  which  gives  weight  to  one  side  of  the  balance, 
and  so  neutralizes  some  of  the  proof,  is  always  unfair  ;  and  he  who  prac- 
tises it  is  dishonest.  There  is  no  sincerity  in  faith,  it  being  always  hypo- 
critical. Its  nature  is  unjust,  and  it  usually  contemplates  a  wrong  ;  so 
that,  instead  of  meriting  reward,  as  many  think,  it  merits  punishment. 

Men  are  not  saved  by  faith,  but  are  destroyed  by  it,  it  being  usually  the 
prelude  to  a  blunder  ;  and  we  should  preach  against  it  as  much  as  men 
are  preaching  for  it.  Instead  of  leading  us  into  truth,  it  leads  us  into 
error,  and  people  should  be  taught  always  to  reason  without  it.  There 
can  be  no  good  thinking  in  which  it  has  part.  Partiality  in  the  considera- 
tion of  evidence  is  always  a  vice,  and  naturally  leads  to  wrong. 

The  enemy  of  reason,  and  wholly  irreconcilable  with  it,  faith  has  much 
to  do  with  the  world's  insincerity,  and  especially  with  treachery  and  perse- 
cution for  opinion.  Wanting  to  sustain  views  not  proven,  or  "  facts  "'  not 
known,  it  is  ever  on  the  lookout  to  trick  the  mind.  Instead  of  having  a 
place  in  ethics,  its  whole  nature  is  unethical,  it  being  simply  unfairness.  It 
is  the  chief  cause  of  human  weakness,  and  weakness  of  conscience  as  well 
as  of  intellect.  Striking  at  morals  no  less  than  at  reason,  it  prevents  us 
from  both  knowing  and  doing  the  right.  While  paralyzing  investigation, 
it  introduces  errors  as  known  facts,  and  makes  men  act  on  them  as  well 
as  believe  them.  Reconciling  us  to  unreasonableness  by  first  proclaiming 
it  superior  to  reason,  it  tends  to  destroy  the  intellect  by  misuse. 

The  theory  that  we  may  use  the  reason,  but  not  always  or  not  fully,  is  a 
plea  for  the  right  to  be  a  fool.  We  need  all  the  reason  we  have  and  all 
the  evidence  we  can  get  to  form  our  opinions  ;  and  we  know  of  nothing 
that  can  supplant  reason  in  this.  The  strictest  use  of  it  is  the  only  just 
use  of  it.  We  can  never  help  reason  by  sacrificing  any  of  it,  or  arrive  at 
truth  by  giving  away  any  of  our  means  of  getting  it.  To  go  partly  b}^ 
reason  and  partly  against  it,  is  to  go  wholly  against  it.  Faith,  in  as  far 
as  it  dispenses  with  reason  or  opposes  it,  is  a  calling  on  our  ignorance  to 
contradict  cur  knowledge  ;  and  it  serves  its  purpose  on  the  principle  of 
limiting  our  powers  that  we  may  do  more. 

(7^0  be  rAmduded. ) 

>  ^  < 

"  Prohibition  will  work  great  injury  to  the  cause  of  temperance.  It  is  a 
species  of  intemperance  within  itself,  for  it  goes  beyond  the  bounds  of 
reason  in  that  it  attempts  to  control  a  man's  appetite  by  legislation,  and  in 
making  crimes  out  of  things  that  are  not  crimes.  A  prohibition  law  strikes 
a  blow  at  the  very  principles  on  which  our  government  is  founded.  I  have 
always  been  found  laboring  to  protect  the  weaker  classes  from  the  stronger, 
and  I  never  can  give  my  consent  to  such  a  law  as  you  propose  to  enact. 
Until  my  tongue  shall  be  silenced  in  death,  I  will  continue  to  fight  for  the 
rights  of  men." — Abraham  Lincoln. 
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THOUGHTS  OF  A  THINKER. 

BV    T.     DUGAN,     ALBANY,     N.V. 

:o: 

THE  UNIVERSE,   AND    MAN'S    RELATION    TO    IT,    FROM    THE 
SCIENTIFIC  AND  THE   CHRISTIAN    POINTS  OF  VIEW. 

IV. 
Physics  is  being"  developed  rapidl}-,  extraordinary  discoveries  are  con- 
tinuously being"  made.  Some  thirty-odd  years  ag"o  Professor  Helmholtz, 
the  great  German  physicist,  "  investig-ated  in  a  mathematical  way  the 
properties  of  vortical  motions,  and,  among"  others,  pointed  out  that  it  a 
vortical  motion  was  set  up  in  a  frictionless  medium,  the  motion  would  be 
permanent,  and  it  could  not  be  transformed."  So  says  Professor  Dolbear. 
Dolbear  also  says  : 

"Sir  William  Thompson  at  once  imagined  that  if  such  motions  were  set  up 
in  the  ether,  the  persistence  of  their  form  and  the  possibility  of  a  vai-iety  of 
motions  would  correspond  very  closely  with  the  properties  that  the  atoms  of 
matter  are  known  to  possess.  Such  vortical  motions  as  are  here  alluded  to,  all 
have  seen,  as  they  are  often  formed  by  locomotives  when  about  starting,  if  the 
air  is  quiescent.  Horizontal  rings,  three  or  four  feet  in  diameter,  may  be  .seen 
to  rise  wriggling  into  the  air  sometimes  to  the  height  of  .several  hundred  feet. 
They  may  be  formed  also  by  smokers  by  a  vigorous  throat  movement,  forcibly 
puffing  the  smoke  from  their  mouths ;  and  they  can  be  made  artificially  by 
providing  a  box  having  a  hole  on  one  side  an  inch  or  two  in  diameter,  and  the 
.side  opposite  covered  with  a  piece  of  cloth.  A  saucer  containing  strong  am- 
monia water  and  another  with  a  strong  hydrochloric  acid  may  be  .set  inside,  and 
dense  fumes  will  fill  the  box.  If  the  cloth  is  struck  by  the  hand,  a  ring  will 
issue  from  the  hole,  and  may  go  forward  several  feet,  and  its  behavior  may  be 
studied.  Such  as  are  formed  in  the  air  under  such  conditions  present  so  many 
intei-esting  phenomena  that  it  is  worth  while  here  to  allude  to  them  for  the 
sake  of  helping  the  mind  to  a  clearer  idea  of  how  some  of  the  properties  ex- 
hibited by  matter  may  be  accounted  for. 

"1.  The  ring  once  formed  consists  of  a  definite  amount  of  the  gaseous 
material  of  the  air  in  a  state  of  rotation,  and  in  its  movements  afterwards 
retains  the  same  material.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  ring  is  formed  in  the  air, 
the  white  fumes  serving  merely  to  make  the  ring  visible.  The  ring  moves 
forward  in  a  straight  line  in  the  direction  in  which  it  is  started,  just  as  if  it 
were  a  solid  body.  It  may  move  very  fast,  too — ten  feet  a  second  or  more — 
and  reach  the  distant  side  of  the  room,  but  it  always  moves  of  its  own  motion 
in  a  direction  perpendicular  to  the  plane  of  tlie  ring. 

"  2.   It  possesses  momentum,  and  will  push  against  the  objects  it  hits. 

"  3.  If  made  to  move  rapidly  adjacent  to  a  surface  like  a  wall  or  table,  it 
will  move  towards  it  as  if  it  were  attracted  by  it.  and  generally  will  be  broken 
up  by  impact  against  it. 

"  4.  A  light  body,  like  a  feather  or  a  thread,  will  be  apparently  pushed  out 
of  the  way  in  front  of  it,  and  drawn  towards  it  if  liehind  it — phenomena  like 
attraction  and  repulsion. 
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"  0.  If  two  such  rings  buinp  together  at  the  edges,  each  one  will  vibiate  with 
well-nicU-ked  nodes  and  loops,  showing  that,  as  rings,  they  are  elastic  bo<Ues, 
and  that  their  period  of  vibration  depends  upon  the  late  of  the  rotation. 

"  6.  If  two  such  rings  be  moving  in  the  same  line,  but  the  hindmost  one  swifter 
so  as  to  o\  ertake  the  othei',  tlie  foremost  one  enlarges  its  diameter  vi^hile  the 
hinder  one  contracts  until  it  can  go  through  the  former,  when  each  recovers  its 
oi-iginal  dimensions. 

"  7.  If  two  meer  in  the  same  line,  going  in  opposite  directions,  the  smaller 
one  goes  through  tiie  larger,  and  may  be  at  a  standstill  in  the  air  for  a  short 
time  until  the  other  has  got  soiue  inches  away,  when  it  star-ts  on  in  the  same 
direction  as  before. 

"  8.  If  two  similai-  ones  are  foi'ined  at  the  same  time,  side  by  side,  at  a  dis- 
tance of  an  inch  or  two,  they  always  collide  at  once  as  if  they  had  a  mutual 
attraction.  The  result  of  the  collision  may  be  the  destruction  of  one  or 
both,  or — 

"  9.  Each  one  may  break  at  the  point  of  impact,  and  the  opposite  ends  may 
weld  together,  forming  a  single  ring  which  will  move  on  as  if  it  had  been  singly 
formed,  oi- — 

"  10.  Instead  of  breaking,. they  may  rebound  from  each  other,  but  always  at 
right  angles  to  the  plane  in  which  the}'  were  riKjving  at  first  ;  that  is  to  say,  if 
they  were  moving  in  a  horizontal  plane  before  impact,  they  will  rebound  from 
each  other  in  a  vertical  plane. 

"11.   These  rings  may  in  like  manner  be  made  to  join  into  one. 

"  12.  The  materials  of  the  ring  may  often  be  seen  to  be  in  rotation  about  the 
ring,  while  the  ring,  as  a  whole,  does  not  rotate  at  all,  a  rotating  wave. 

"  13.  The  parts  of  a  ring  may  be  in  a  state  of  vibration  in  the  ring  without 
changing  its  circular  form,  somewhat  as  if  the  ring  were  tubular  and  two  bodies 
should  move  up  on  opposite  sides  till  they  met  anrl  rebounded  to  meet  below, 
and  so  on. 

"  All  these,  and  some  other  just  as  curious  phenomena,  may  be  observed  in 
vortex  rings,  and  may  fairly  be  said  to  be  due  to  the  properties  of  the  rings 
themselves.  For  instance,  the  ^ibi-iitory  iiiotions  alluded  to  in  the  fifth  show 
that  elasticity  is  a  property  of  the  ring,  and  that  the  degree  of  elasticity  does 
not  depend  upon  what  the  ring  is  made  of,  but  upon  the  kind  and  degree  of 
motion  that  constitutes  the  ring.  If  such  a  ring  could  be  produced  in  material 
not  subject  to  friction,  none  of  the  motion  could  be  dissipated,  and  we  should 
have  a  permanent  structure,  possessing  several  properties,  such  as  definite  di- 
mensions, volume,  elasticity,  attraction,  and  so  on,  all  due  to  the  shape  and 
motions  involved. 

"  Imagine,  then,  that  vortex  rings  were  in  some  way  formed  in  the  ether, 
constituted  of  ether.  If  the  ether  be,  as  it  is  generally  believed  to  be,  friction- 
less,  then  such  a  thing  would  per.sist  indefinit<'ly  ;  it  would  have  just  that 
quality  of  dui'ability  that  atoms  seen)  to  pos.scss.  It  would  })ossess  physical 
attributes,  form,  magnitude,  density,  energy — that  is,  it  would  not  be  inert. 
It  woulfl  be  elastic,  executing  a  detlnite  number  of  vibrations  per.  second.  This 
propei'ty  of  elasticity  has  generally  heretofoi-e  been  assumed  to  be  a  peculiai- 
endowment  of  ordinary  matter,  and  one  was  at  liberty  to  imagine  some  matter 
without  it  because  not  so  made.  This  view  implies  that  elasticity  is  a  necessary 
property  of  vortex  rings  ;  for  as  the  velocity  of  rotation  is  reduced,  so  is  the 
degree  of  elasticity  ;  and  if  there  was  simply  a  ring  without  being  in  rotation. 
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it  would  have  no  elasticity  at  all,  neither  would  it  have  any  qualities  different 
fi-oni  the  medium  it  was  imbedded  in'." 

The  forei^oing-  quotation  from  Professor  Dolbear's  work  is  enough  to 
prove  the  fact  that  the  inorganic  world  has  inherent  in  it  all  the  properties 
which  constitute  life,  and  that  what  we  term  "  death  "  is  simply  a  mutation 
— a  change  from  one  form  of  life  to  another.  As  Shakespeare  puts  it, 
perhaps  crudely,  if  poetically  : 

"  Full  fathom  tive  thy  father  lies  : 
Of  his  bones  aie  coral  made  ; 
These  are  pearls  that  were  his  eyes  ; 

Nothing  of  him  that  doth  fade, 
But  doth  sulfer  a  sea  change 
Into  something  new  and  strange." 

Science  is  proving  this  to  be  a  fact  more  and  more  every  year.  There  is  a 
change  of  form — but  there  is  no  death  in  this  universe  of  ours — not  even 
in  a  grain  of  sand.  And  what  is  more  :  It  is  the  opinion  of  our  most 
prominent  scientists,  that  -aW  the  elements  now  known  are  only  different 
forms  of  one  particular  and  ultimate  substance,  named  Ether,  which  per- 
vades infinite  Space,  and  permeates  and  binds  together  all  things  that  exist. 

Our  only  reliable  guide  in  life  is  that  which  we  term  "Science."  In 
other  words,  the  acquired  experience  of  the  race  to  which  we  belong. 
Science  teaches  us  the  nature  of  the  world  we  inhabit,  and  the  nature  of 
our  bodies  and  our  minds.  It  also  endeavors  to  penetrate  into  the  depths 
of  Space,  and  has  accomplished  wonders  therein.  From  the  infinitely  little 
to  the  infinitely  large,  it  endeavors  to  probe  as  far  as  it  possibly  can — and 
all  for  the  sole  benefit  of  mankind.  Were  these  facts  once  known  to  the 
majority  of  mankind,  they  would  reject  that  which  is  false  and  accept  that 
which  is  true,  because  they  would  know  the  true  from  the  false  ;  they  could 
not  be  imposed  upon  by  selfish  and  designing  men  as  they  have  been  in  the 
past,  and  as  they  still  are  at  the  present  time.  Tyranny  and  fraud  would 
disappear  and  men  would  be  at  peace,  and  not  continuously  warring  with 
one  another  as  they  now  are. 

Once  become  conscious  of  what  Space  means,  it  will  be  easy  for  you  to 
tiomprehend  what  follows.  So  that  when  you  come  to  judge  what  Chris- 
tianity teaches,  you  can  perceive  the  difference.  I  am  satisfied  in  my  own 
mind  that  if  both  S3'stems  are  presented  to  the  people,  they  have  under- 
standing sufficient  to  enable  them  to  distinguish  what  is  true  from  what  is 
false — that  is,  provided  you  can  get  them  to  listen  to  you.  This  is  the 
hardest  task  of  all — to  get  them  to  listen.  And  this  is  owing  to  the  fact 
that  they  have  been  impressed  with  the  fear  of  entertaining  doubt.  This 
great  "  sin  "  is  the  stumbling  block  in  the  way  of  all  investigation.  I  know 
what  doubt  is,  and   I  overcame  it  only  when  I   came  to  the  conclusion  thnt 
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if  I  had  the  truth  I  could  court  investisjaion,  and  that  any  system  which 
would  oppose  a  full  examination  could  not  he  a  true  system. 

To  put  a  stop  to  all  investig"ation  they  adopted  the  scheme  of  showing- 
the  evils  resulting^  from  any  doubt  in  reference  to  that  which  they  were 
eng'ag'ed  in  inculcating"  in  the  minds  of  mere  children — for  it  is  with  the 
children  they  begin  the  work.  They  so  began  with  me  ;  every  book  they 
gave  me  to  study,  every  Sunday-school  lesson,  etc.,  etc.,  was  full  of  such 
ideas,  and  all  were  represented  as  coming  direct  from  the  "  mouth  of  God  " 
himself.  Many  a  time  I  was  cautioned  to  never  enter  a  Protestant  church, 
or  any  other  organization  not  sanctioned  by  the  Holy — Roman — Catholic 
church,  which  was  founded  by  God  himself,  through  his  son,  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  and  his  holy  apostles  Peter  and  Paul. 

Let  a  child  grow  up  to  man's  estate  without  learning  such  dogmas,  and 
then  see  what  the  result  would  be  if  such  absurd  ideas  were  presented  to 
him.  He  would  reject  them  with  the  contempt  with  which  he  now  rejects 
Mohammedanism,  or  any  other  ism.  I  know  this  to  be  a  fact  from  my 
own  experience,  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  further  refer  to  here.  It  is 
sufficient  proof  where  I  stand,  when  you  see  me  engaged  in  the  work  I 
have  in  hand,  in  which  I  have  been  engaged  for  the  past  thirty-five  years, 
after  all  the  pains  they  took  to  instil  into  my  brain  the  ancient  rot  which 
they  call  their  holy  religion. 

Now,  I  certainly  never  would  have  abandoned  that  which  I  had  been 
brought  up  to  sincerely  believe  to  h  _■  the  truth,  by  both  my  parents  and 
their  church,  unless  I  had  discovered  that  I  had  been  deceived  by  both. 
By  my  parents,  owing  to  their  woful  ignorance  in  reference  to  the  nature 
of  the  universe  and  the  history  of  their  church  ;  and  by  the  Church,  with 
its  knowledge  of  what  it  was  really  founded  upon,  and  its  past  history  of 
fraud,  robbery,  slaughter  and  massacre  during  a  period  of  over  fifteen 
hundred  years- — or  since  the  fourth  century,  when  it  was  established  as  the 
state  religion  by  Constantine,  the  Roman  Emperor,  ahd  up  to  the  close  of 
the  wars  of  the  Reformation.  Even  to  this  day  it  is  practising  the  same  arts 
which  it  practised  during  the  first  three  centuries  ;  and  what  is  more,  all 
those  that  are  engaged  at  the  present  time  in  that  business  for  profit  and 
power  know  it  as  well  as  I  myself  know  it. 

[To  he  contiiiUj;d.) 


The  highest  type  of  the  orthodox  Christian  does  not  forget  ;  neither  does 
he  learn.  He  neither  advances  nor  recedes.  He  is  a  living  fossil  em- 
bedded in  that  rock  called  faith.  He  makes  no  effort  to  better  his  condition, 
because  all  his  strength  is  exhausted  in  keeping  other  people  from 
improving  theirs. — Ingersoll. 
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PUBLIC  SPEAKING— A  SUGGESTION  TO 
AMATEURS. 


BV    B.     F.     UXDERWOOD,     OL'INXV,     ILL. 

Now  that  the  presidential  campaign  opens  in  the  United  States  there  will 
be  a  great  deal  of  stump  speaking".  Old  men  and  young-  men,  experienced 
and  inexperienced  speakers,  will  address  multitudes  from  the  political 
platform.  America  is  a  great  country  for  public  speaking-,  and  Englishmen 
who  come  to  this  country  often  express  surprise  that  the  speaking-  is  of  so 
high  a  character,  compared  with  that  of  their  own  country,  not  as  to  the 
substance  of  the  thought,  but  as  to  the  manner  of  the  delivery.  The 
average  English  public  speaker  usually  hitches,  halts  and  drags  along 
heavily,  waiting  always  till  he  can  think  of  the  right  word,  and  while  his 
speech  as  reported  and  printed  is  usually  a  clear  statement  and  a  clean 
argument,  the  immediate  impression  produced  is  not  as  effective  as  it 
would  be  if  the  delivery  were  more  free  and  easy. 

The  Am.erican  speaker  hesitates  less  for  words,  his  habit  being  that  of 
keeping  up  the  flow  of  language,  even  if  just  the  right  word  at  times  is 
.-.acrificed  and  a  poorer  one  is  used.  The  main  fault  of  public  speaking 
in  this  country  is  too  much  declamation  ;  too  many  attempts  at  "  flight  ot 
eloquence  ;  "  too  much  of  the  "  highfalutin,"  when  the  subject  and  the 
occasion  call  only  for  clear,  moderate,  unvarnished  statements  of  facts  and 
a  calm,  cool,  and  unimpassioned  argument.  Too  much  straining  to  be 
eloquent  often  spoils  what  otherwise  would  be  a  good  speech.  The 
rhetorical  and  poetical  embellishments  should  be  incidental  to  the  argu- 
ment and  free  from  every  appearance  of  attempting  to  introduce  them  for 
mere  eflfect.  Wendell  Phillips  was  one  of  the  greatest  orators  this 
country  has  produced,  but  the  merit  of  his  speech  wa°s  chiefly  in  the  dignity, 
polish  and  felicity  of  his  diction,  in  the  earnestness  of  his  spirit,  in  his 
appeals  to  the  facts  and  his  use  of  argument.  He  seldom  attempted  to 
"  soar  "  and  never  indulged  in  mere  declamation.  If,  imbued  with  the 
importance  of  his  subject  and  with  a  desire  to  impress  his  convictions  upon 
his  hearers,  he  indulged  in  eloquence  bevond  his  ordinary  expression,  it 
was  not  aff"ected,  but  entirely  natural,  harmonious  and  appropriate  ;  it  was 
never  lugged  in  to  supply  lack  of  reasoning  ;  it  was  an  expression  ot  his 
feelings  and  in  accord  with  the  demands  of  the  occasion. 

Horace  Greeley,  though  deficient  in  the  graces  of  oratory,  and  with  the 
disadvantage  of  a  shrill,  almost  squeaky  voice,  was  a  wonderfully  eff"ective 
speaker,  because  of  the  fulness  of  his  knowledge,  the  vigor  and  strength 
of  his  language,  his  logical  and  lucid  argument,  and  the  sincerity  and 
earnestness  which  beamed  from  his  benign  and  benevolent  face.  The 
eloquence    of   the    great    Webster    was,    like    the    personality    behind    it. 
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iTiHL.sive  and  majestic,^  strong"  in  matter  and  manner.  The  power  of  the 
orator  was  in  his  impressive  appearance,  especially  his  Jovine  eyes,  his 
leonine  voice,  the  simple  beauty  and  solidity  of  his  sentences,  his  irresist- 
ible argument  and  the  general  impression  produced  by  one  who  seemed  to 
be,  in  mind  as  well  as  in  body,  above  other  men.  He  never  ranted,  he 
never  raved,  he  never  beat  the  air  with  his  fists,  he  never  tore  passion  to 
tatters  ;  he  never  sacrificed  reasoning  to  sentiment  nor  subordinated  sub- 
stance of  thought  to  fervor  of  expression,  he  never  introduced  the  methods 
of  the  religious  revivalist  into  political  campaigns,  nor  descended  to  dazzle 
his  audience  by  pyrotechnical  displays  of  artificial  oratory. 

Amateurs  in  public  speaking  should  take  for  their  models  the  real 
orators  and  not  the  sensational,  pretentious,  superficial  declaimers  who 
impress  the  ignorant  only,  and  but  for  the  moment.  Better  to  "  hitch 
your  wagon  to  a  star." 

Inexperienced  speakers  would  do  well  to  understand  that  they  should 
first  qua'ifv  themselves  for  speaking  by  thoroughly  informing  themselves 
on  the  subject  on  which  they  are  to  speak.  They  should  acquaint  them- 
selves as  much  as  possible  with  the  facts,  figures,  conditions  and  circum- 
stances ;  with  the  history  connected  with  the  case  and  with  whatever  will 
enable  them  to  present  their  argument  in  a  full  and  effective  manner. 
Then  the}'  should  bear  in  mind  that  what  is  necessary  to  produce  an  im- 
pression among  the  more  thoughtful  of  their  hearers,  whose  estimate  of 
the  effort  is  sure  to  be  the  prevailing  and  enduring  one,  is  to  bring  forward 
well-sustained  arguments  defending  the  positions  taken  and  refuting  the 
claims  which  the}'  are  opposing.  Wit  and  humor  are  always  effective  if 
they  are  employed  judiciously,  and  a  good  story  sometimes  illustrates  a 
point  and  adds  to  the  strength  of  the  argument  and  the  effectiveness  of  an 
address.  However,  weak  and  pointless  anecdotes  and  coarse  and  pointless 
stories,  especially  when  long-drawn-out,  as  they  often  are,  detract  from 
the  value  and  force  of  a  speech  and  cause  more  harm  than  good. 

The  voung  speaker  should,  above  all  things  else,  be  clear  and  clean  in 
his  language  and  never  descend  to  anything  that  shocks  or  repels  his 
hearers.  If,  in  addition  to  his  lucid  statement  of  facts,  strong  arguments 
and  pertinent  illustrations,  he  can  infuse  a  little  poetic  sentiment  into  his 
address  and  give  it  some  touches  of  eloquence,  he  will  thereby  impress 
himself  the  more  favorably  on  his  audience.  But  the  majority  of  speakers 
have  not  the  natural  ability  to  enrich  their  addresses  with  poetry  and  fine 
sentiment,  or  with  the  embellishment  of  rhetoric,  and  such  would  do  well 
to  keep  within  range  of  their  ability  and  not  make  themselves  ridiculous 
by  attempting  to  play  a  role  for  which  they  are  wholly  unfitted.  It  is  much 
better  to  speak  so  that  an  audience  will  leave  the  hall  under  the  impression 
that  the  speech  listened  to  was,  even  if  not  brilliant,  a  good,  strong 
address,  than  to  speak  so  as  to  leave  an  impression  on  the  audience  that 
the  speaker  attempted  to  do  something  fine  and  failed,  when  he  might  have 
interested  his  hearers  if  he  had  not  attempted  the  impossible. 

These  suggestions  are  for  young  speakers  :  those  who  have  had  expe- 
rience before  audiences  need  no  suggestions.  If  they  have  the  faults 
herein  pointed  out  and  have  not  learned  that  they  are  to  be  avoided, 
nothing  that  others  can  tell  them  is  is  likely  to  have  an  effect  in  changing 
their  methods  of  speaking. 
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SHALL  SPEECH    BE  FREE?" 

BY    GEORGE    ALLEX    WHITE. 

:o: 

IV. 

XO    COMPULSION    TO    READ    DESPISED    VIEWS. 

The  rig-ht  of  free  speech  and  of  a  free  press  means  no  more  than  tb.e 
elementar}'  rii^ht  to  speak  and  print.  It  means  individnalit}'.  It  is  not 
required  that  people  believe.  You  are  riol  compelled  even  to  listen,  not 
under  bonds  to  read.  Not  at  all  does  it  denote  that  he  who  vvishes  to 
escape  Reason  shall  be  coerced  e\en  by  the  amiable  arts  of  insinuating" 
Reason.  Nobody  is  under  any  obligation  to  scan  that  struggling-  reform 
sheet  patronized  by  "  cranks,"  or  to  read  so  much  as  a  line  in  publications 
that  fail  to  recommend  themselves  to  his  rarefied  judgment.  Absolute 
liberty,  with  no  re'^ervations  and  n.o  infringfements  or  qualifications,  is  what 
is  wanted,  a]id  the  swelling  tide  of  Justice  wijl  halt  at  nothing  less. 

Galileo  observes  in  a  letter  that  for  many  years  churchmen  could  not  be 
induced  to  glance  through  the  telescope  he  had  constructed,  for  fear  that, 
contrary  to  their  archaic  prepossessions,  his  cosmic  contentions  mig^ht  be 
strikingly  and  irresistibly  confirmed  by  their  very  eyesight.  No  enlightened 
person  would  desire  to  compel  them  against  their  will  to  apprehend  even 
the  benig-n  truth  that  fills  the  skies.  Nothing  more  could  be  asked  than 
that  they  keep  their  lubberly  censorships  off  the  revelations  of  his  telescope 
— which  they  refused  to  do.  Sir  William  Jones's  animal-worshipping 
Hindu,  stricken  by  doubt,  declined  to  peep  into  a  glass  of  water  through 
the  microscope,  fearful  that  it  would  re\eal  the  world  of  multiform  lite 
which  is  inevitably  destroyed  by  the  act  of  drinking.  Very  well  and  very 
g-ood.  Though  far  from  an  ideal  condition,  law  has  naught  to  say.  But 
let  those  desirous  of  gaining  information  by  means  of  the  microscope  and 
publishing  it  to  such  as  are  ripe  for  the  facts,  do  it  without  meddlesome  let 
or  hindrance. 

So  you  can  oflfer  no  excuse.  "\'ou  do  not  ha\  e  to  peruse  any  one  ot  the 
publications  of  reform  ;  and  as  for  the  great  conservative  papers,  they  nexer 
deign  to  let  into  their  columns  a  fair  and  large  statement  of  new  thought, 
thus  protecting  their  immense  clientage,  stolid  from  deCades  of  mental 
placebos,  against  unwelcome  inroads  of  knowledge.  Furthermore,  large 
numbers  of  editors,  who  if  left  to  themselves  might  occasionally  give 
utterance  to  new  truth,  are  wont  to  take  retainers  >from  the  opulent  foes  ot 
the  people.  It  is  not  Justice  that  is  demanded  of  newspapers,  magazines 
or  public  speakers.  Nothing  more  is  asked  than  that  the  mostly  incon- 
sequential, financially  pinched,  self-sacrificing  organs  of  nonconforming 
thought,  counting    their    circulation    in    the    feeble   hundreds,  shall  be  per- 
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mitteJ  to  circulate  unhindered  and  print  freely  as  the  spirit  moves.  And 
let  adults  who  choose  to  read  them  and  who  have  renounced  petticoats  be 
unmolested  in  partaking"  of  that  boon.  Anything"  less  than  this  is  Tyranny 
and  enthronement  of  the  Barbaric.  Anything  failing  to  nieasure  up  to  this 
libert}"  is  not  Liberty,  but  governmental  license  to  establish  Mental 
Peonage. 

The  despised  reformer  can  put  up  with  your  rude  slanders  that  grow  and 
breed  by  fission.  He  has  always  done  it  ;  can  do  it  still.  Your  bold  libels 
he  does  not  fear.  The  foul,  coarse  abuse,  the  wretched  falsehoods  c>f  cynical 
majorities — he  is  inured  to  this.  Give  him  the  right  to  think  and  speak. 
That  is  it.      That  is  all. 

"  It  is  true  you  were  not  at  the  latter  in  body,  but  your  spitit  was  there  ; 
you  sounded  the  trumpet,  but  }'ou  were  not  in  the  van,  and  it  is  always  so 
with  people  like  you.  You  are  a  young  man  with  a  very  voluble  tongue 
and  an  empty  head,  as  mo*it  mob  orators  are.  1  advise  you  to  study  more 
and  speak  less — ^to  know,  if  you  can  be  made  to  know,  that  a  boy  of 
twenty-two  is  not  the  person  to  alter  the  constitution  of  this  country." 
(From  the  Sentence  of  the  Judge  in  sentencing  to  an  imprisonment  of  two 
years  G.  J.  Mantle,  who  was  convicted  in  England  in  1843  ^^  publicly  ad- 
vocating Chartism,  all  of  whose  demands  went  forward  to  victory  decades 
ago.) 

REASON    .A     FOOL,     .\FTER    ALL. 

Ah  !  but  it  is  said  by  the  conformist,  driven  into  the  cid  de  sdc  oi  logic, 
that  on  one  or  two  subjects  discussion  must  not  and  cannot  be  tolerated. 
Sex,  for  instance.  Surely  none  would  wish  to  spread  the  truth  on  that  ! 
Tiie  salvation  of  humanity  in  hundreds  of  other  things  may  be  Reason  and 
Truth.      Not  here  !      Oh  !   but  not  here  ! 

No,  there  is  not  any  smallest  exception  to  the  salutary  universal  rule. 
Wringing  of  hands  cannot  alter  it.  Sex  and  everything  pertaining  to  it 
must  be  denuded  of  the  garment  of  favoritism  and  take  its  chance  in  the 
inexorable  arena  of  debate.  No  tongue  must  be  legislated  against  or 
intimidated  by  withes,  no  instructive  pen  silenced  by  hint  from  the  coat  ci 
blue.  From  earliest  times  people  have  been  offended  and  shocked,  sup- 
posedly polluted  in  mind,  by  the  unaccustomed.  Atheism — the  "blank" 
Atheism  of  "  Tom  "  Paine,  who  was  not  an  Atheist  at  all — shocked  every 
one  once.  Mohammedans  deem  the  pork-eating  of  Christendom  repulsive 
to  the  thirty-third  and  last  degree.  In  the  Chinese  perspective  our 
American  soldiers  and  missionaries  are  "foreign  devils,"  utterly  detestable 
and  without  principle  or  morality.  Countries  whose  women  would  be  con- 
sidered immodest  and  would  so  consider  themselves  did  they  disclose  to 
common  gaze  the  contour  of  their  faces  think  nothing  of  a  large  display 
confined  to  the  lower  limbs. 

Shock  does  not  palliate  Suppression.   Those  rutted  customs  and  ingrained 
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beliefs  of  humanity  that  are  tardily  presenting  themselves  at  the  court  of 
Modernism  offer  fair  field  for  the  onset  of  Reason  :  thouifh  of  course  inno- 
vators whose  tactless  taste  is  not  above  descent  into  vulg^arit}-  and  at- 
tempting- to  force  that  vulgarity  on  cultured  people  who  will  none  of  it 
cannot  merit  anything"  but  the  contempt  even  of  their  fellow-workers, 
whether  Sex  or  any  other  topic  be  the  offending  instrument.  Genuine 
vulgarity  never  converted  a  solitary  soul,  let  alone  the  world,  and  conse- 
quently is  not  in  the  least  to  be  feared  by  conservative  society,  or  made  an 
object  of  censoring  statutes,  unless  it  insists  on  force — on  forcing  itself 
wjjere  it  is  not  jiersona  grata. 

"  As  the  moral  sentiment  when  educated  makes  a  nation's  greatness, 
•when  ignorant  it  becomes  a  nation's  weakness.  All  history  has  shown 
that  when  oppression  has  been  foiled  on  every  side,  its  last  resort  is  to 
alarm  the  moral  sentiment  of  the  masses,  to  confuse  their  common  sense 
with  black  specters  of  immorality.  In  that  fear,  that  confusion,  selfish 
power  has  often  found  a  community's  vulnerable  heel,  and  there  planted  its 
fang.  VVe  can  see  through  such  masks  in  the  past  ;  we  can  recognize  in 
many  massacres  which  pretended  to  defend  virtue  the  concealed  hand  ^.>f 
vice  ;  but,  alas  !  the  lessons  of  history  are  not  yet  wisdom  for  the  people, 
and  the  old  device  may  still,  it  seems,  be  tried  with  success  "  (Moncure  D. 
Conway). 

•"To  the  shame  of  British  civilization  and  religion,  the  attack  upon  Mr. 
Bradlaug-h  and  upon  the  civil  rights  of  his  constituents  has  been  technically 
successful  in  a  court  of  law.  The  ringleaders  are  scamps,  putting  forward 
religion  as  a  pretext  for  political  persecution.  It  is  Sandwich  over  again 
denouncing  Wilkes  for  impiety"  (Goldwin  Smith:  "The  Bystander," 
April,  1881). 

If  a  man  acts  worthily, — never  slanders,  never  libels,  is  moral  and  up- 
right, generous,  kind  and  true,^it  is  no  concern  of  society  what  he  says. 
Are  the  admittedly  good  in  deed  likely  to  be  flagitious  in  verbal  and  written 
expression  of  thought,  the  precedent  of  deed?  It  is  possible,  but  not 
probable.  And  though  they  were,  can  you  not  refute  them  by  the  cordial 
and  never-failing  potency  of  Reason  ? 

THE    AGES    WILL    HAVE    THEIR    OWx\. 

Progress  seems  lagging  slow,  and  compared  with  the  fugitive  lifetime  of 
man  it  is  slow.  Snail-like,  it  reaches  forward.  But,  seen  from  the  heights, 
watched  by  the  dilating  eye  that  sweeps  the  Eternities  from  dusk  behind 
to  dusk  out  yonder  in  the  future,  it  is  a  miracle  o'i  speed  and  a  scintillant 
incarnation  of  resistless  might. 

But  yesterday,  supine,  the  world  of  tliought  lay  bound  and  gag-ged.  But 
yesterday  this  orb  of  ours  swung  its  noiseless  way  around  the  sun  and 
ahead  through  unknown  gulfs  of  space  without  showing  one  consecrated 
spot  of  ground    where  the  supremacy   of  Intellect  was  acknowledged  King 
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of  Kings  and  lord  of  lords.      No  place  for  Truth  on  land  or  sea.      No  honor 
for  the  honest,  no  wreath  of  laurel  for  the  truly  brave. 

For  thousands  of  years  life  \va>  a  harlequinade  of  Big-otry  and  Bestiality. 
We  pry  into  the  buried  and  gone.      VVe  prove  it. 

One  bv  one  tlie  tablets  inscribed  with  the  history  o(  myriad  reform> 
without  whose  grace  and  without  whose  dower  of  mercy  mankind  would 
to-day  be  wallowing  in  the  inhuman  slough  of  the  Quaternary,  are  rever- 
entlv  taken  down  and  brushed  clear  of  collecting  sediment.  They  stir  the 
blood  and  wake  golden  memories  of  the  ever-living,  the  matchless  dead. 

But  what  is  that — that  black  smootch  stamped  in  obloquy  fair  and  flill 
across  the  face  of  every  precious  one  of  them  ?  Some  alchemy  of  corroding 
elements?  Some  flaw  in  the  marble?  No  !  It  is  the  word  "  Censored," 
unmistakable,  inerasable,  ignominiously  immortal  ;  the  word  whose  male- 
dictions have  cursed  our  race  more  than  any  other  ever  spumed  from  the 
vast  catalogue  of  language. 

Censored  !  .All  censored.  By  State  or  by  gnashing  mob,  it  matters  not 
one  jot  which,  all  were  once  delivered  to  the  Blacklist  of  Bigotry.  In  the 
colossal  panorama  of  Time,  from  the  first  glimmerings  of  upgroping  Mind 
to  the  latest  abhorred  playlet  of  Bernard  Shaw  and  the  newest  of  rebels 
against  despotic  power,  the  black  cruel  line  of  Censorship  is  seen  twining 
its  mesh  of  hate  with  the  crimson  thread  of  crime. 

"  But  change  is  in  the  air.  Cultus  Comstockiensis  is  rotting  at  the  root. 
The  Spirit  of  Censorship  is  dying  now.  Its  white  hands  are  palsied.  .A 
poor  withered  wraith  of  its  former  self,  it  broods  over  the  globe  it  has  held 
in  its  wintry  grasp  so  long,  ready  to  wing  its  last  flight.  Adieus  and  re- 
grets are  on  its  lips.  The  Horologe  of  the  Ages  has  spoken  before — has 
rung  out  for  many  a  coddled  Wrong,  many  a  gruesome  Mistake,  to  depart 
in  gloom  from  the  realms  of  light.  It  will  speak  again.  Again  !  The 
hands  are  turning.      See  !     They  but  wait  to  fulfil  their  great  destiny. 

The  mills  of  the  gods  grind  slow,  but  they  grind  for  the  swing  of  a  dazing 
eternity. 

The  hour  will  strike  when  without  fear  Humanism  and  Humanity  will 
march  in  glory  from  equator  to  the  poles. 

The  hour  will  strike  when  Stultification  will  not  be  more  than  Liberty, 
nor  endaggercd  Force  hang  red  with  infamy  over  the  bleeding  heart  of 
Freedom. 

The  hour  will  strike  when,  sparkling  far  beyond  the  mystic  Unknown, 
from  out  and  along  the  ^gis  of  Infinity  will  stream  the  fair  and  deathless 
motto,  '*  Free  Forevermore. " 

The  hour,  the  heralded,  the  blessed,  the  supernal  hour  of  hours  will 
strike  ere  long  when  man  can  yield  man's  inner  selfhood  forth  and  flame  it 
to  the  stars.      Let  it  come. 

{To  he  andiwwi.) 
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Religion,    Lr.\.\cv  ok   Hypocrisy  ? 

It  may,  perhaps  very  natural!)',  be  thoug'ht  too  sweeping"  an 
assertion  to  say  that  all  relig^ious  people  are  lunatics  or  men- 
tally unbalanced  exactl}"  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  their 
religious  honesty  or  their  religious  fervor  ;  but  if  we  take 
"religion"  at  its  commonly  accepted  value,  as  implying  belief 
in  some  supernatural' being"  who  cc^nsciousK-  controls  human 
affairs,  and  whose  oroodv.ill  can  be  secured  bv  some  sort  of 
worship  c>r  adulation,  then  we  can  see  no  alternative  to  the 
g"eneralization,  unless  we  mav  find  it  in  trying''  to  answer  the 
question.  Are  there  any  real!)'  sane  people  in  the  world  ? 

In  any  case,  two  thing's  are  abundantly  manifest  :  (i)  that 
sincere  religfious  convictions  are  frequently  very  closely  allied 
with  conduct  universalK'  regfarded  as  insane,  even  bv  relig"ious 
people  ;  and  (2)  that  strong"  religious  opinions  tend  to  such  a 
deadening"  of  the  rational  sense  that  they  become  a  serious 
menace  to  the  public  welfare.  There  is  abundant  evidence  to 
support  these  two  theses,  and  to  prove  that,  taking"  religion  at 
its  common  valuation,  it  is  an  evidence  of  mental  alienation 
in  direct  proportioii  to  the  strength  of  its   manifestation. 

The  Catholic  Inquisition  mav  be  taken  as  a  type.  It  cannot 
be  supposed  that  all  of  the  priests  who  brutally  tortured  and 
murdered  their  opponents  on  religious  grounds  were  merel\ 
bloody  assassins  and  thugs,  though  many  of  them  ma)'  have 
been  ;  but  their  religion  had  given  them,  the)'  imagined,  a 
knowledge  of  the  mind  of  their  god,  and  they  piously  con- 
cluded that  it  was  their  duty  to  carry  out  that  will  by  inflicting 
the  most  excruciating  tortures  upon  men,  women  and  children 
alike  in  an  effort  to  save  souls  from  hell  or  to  prevent  their 
faithful  followers  from  being  contaminated  by  heresy.  Their 
diabolical   atrocit)'  was,  in    fact,  merelv  religious   lunac)-,  fo.s- 
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tered  by  their  environment  in  an  ignorant  and  barbarous  age, 
which  set  at  defiance  all  sane  ideas  of  right  and  wrong,  and 
based  morality  upon  an  absurd  foundation. 


Lynching  a  Piously  Mad  Preacher. 

The  fact  that  some  few  preachers  make  active  efforts  to  kill 
people  in  order  to  save  their  souls  is  a  strong  argument  in 
favor  of  the  idea  that  most  preachers  are  dishonest  fakers  and 
grafting  parasites.  If  they  devoutly  believed  what  they  preach, 
they  would  undoubtedly  make  more  strenuous  efforts  than  they 
do  to  earn  their  wages  by  saving  the  lost  souls  of  their  neigh* 
bors,  especially  the  "  infidels,"  whom  they  ignorant!)  slander 
while  refusing  coward-like  to  meet  them  in  debate. 

It  is,  perhaps,  just  as  well  that  preachers  are  not  really  so 
honest  or  so  earnest  as  many  of  them  pretend  to  be,  or  more 
of  them  would  emulate  the  example  of  the  late  Rev. Valentine 
Strauss,  pastor  of  the  German  Evangelical  Church  at  Her- 
mann, near  St.  Louis,  Mo.  This  pious  and  earnest  preacher, 
finding  his  fifteen  years  of  devoted  and  self-sacrificing  work 
did  not  produce  any  such  *' results  "  as  are  claimed  by  "  Billy 
Sunday  "  and  other  revivalists  as  the  product  of  one  hour  of 
their  preaching,  conceived  the  idea  that  a  shorter  road  must 
be  sought  if  men  were  to  be  "brought  to  Christ."  About  six 
months  ago  his  appeals  became  noticeably  more  fervent.  Like 
the  early  Methodists,  Salvationists,  et  al.,  he  thought  nothing 
of  stopping  people  in  the  streets  and  appealing  to  them  to 
"flee  from  the  wrath  to  come,"  and  so  on.  But  the  people 
didn't  seem  to  want  to  flee  worth  a  cent,  and  Mr.  Strauss  be- 
came convinced  that  the  only  way  to  "get"  them  was  to  buy 
a  shotgun  and  to  blow  them  to  Jesus — or  to  Beelzebub— with 
gunpowder.  Making  an  arsenal  of  his  barn,  he  sallied  out  at 
night,  climbed  a  tree,  and  took  pot  shots  at  any  one  passing. 
Fortunately,  unstrung  nerves  and  darkness  are  not  conducive 
to  good  marksmanship,  and  the  net  result  was  a  general  scare. 
No  one  suspected  the  pious  parson,  and  his  wife's  fears  were 
stilled  by  stories  of  midnight  calls  to  the  d)ing  and  spiritually 
distressed.  Latterly,  however,  the  wife  found  out  the  true 
state  of  affairs,  and  the  day  before  the  climax  she  was  alarmed 
by  the  arrival  of  a  case  of  rifles  and  ammunition,  with  which, 
on  being  questioned,  Strauss  said  he  intended  to  "  bring  to 
Christ  "  several  friends  whom  he  named.      The  wife  ran  off  to 
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give  these  men  warning-,  the  preacher  followed  and  failed  in 
his  attempt  to  shoot  her,  and  a  dozen  men  who  had  collected 
armed  with  g-uns  made  a  targ-et  of  his  body  while  he  was  re- 
loading- his  rifle.  Then,  before  d\ing-,  as  much  reason  as  his 
distorted  brain  was  capable  of  manifesting-  seems  to  have  re- 
turned to  him,  and,  his  head  resting-  on  his  wife's  lap,  he 
repeated  the  familiar  words,  "Father,  forgive  them,  for  they 
know  not  what  they  do." 

We  think  it  may  be  fairl\  concluded  that  Mr.  Strauss  was 
only  a  trifle  more  insane  than  are  those  relig-ious  fanatics  who 
preach  "salvation  by  faith  "  or  belief  in  gods  and  heavens  or 
hells,  and  whose  mental  poise  has  been  destroyed  b)-  the  anti- 
rational  training  they  have  undcrg-one. 

Religion  and  Sexual  Immorality. 

That  preachers  talk  so  loudly  about  the  moral  influence  of 
their  teachings  and  the  immorality  of  their  opponents,  only 
serves  to  emphasize  either  their  ignorance  or  their  dishonesty; 
for  nothing  is  more  patent  than  that,  even  if  religious  training 
does  not  directly  foster  immorality,  as  it  appears  to  produce 
lunacy,  the  preaching  business  afl"ords  much  opportunity  for 
the  development  of  immoral  relations  between  preachers  and 
the  female  members  of  their  congregations.  Much,  however, 
is  constantly  coming  to  light  to  show  that  religious  enthusiasm 
is  either  productive  of  or  closel\-  allied  to  sexual  immorality  ; 
and  this,  indeed,  should  not  surprise  us  when  we  reflect  that 
religion   strikes  awav  ever\-  tangible  foundation   of  moralit}-. 

We  should  not  be  startled,  then,  to  find  new  religions  set 
up  by  persons  whose  lives  set  at  naught  every  canon  of  con- 
ventional morality,  and  carried  on  by  men  and  women  who 
would  have  been  "  awfully  shocked  "  had  they  contemplated 
themselves  as  taking  part  in  any  such  performances  before 
they  joined  their  new  church. 

"  Charity  covereth  a  multitude  of  sins,"  we  are  told  ;  but 
religion  appears  to  be  a  cloak  under  which  to  hide  every  vice 
and  crime  known  to  the  physician,  the  judge  and  the  alienist. 
And,  strang-e  as  it  may  seem,  in  Yankeeland,  where  Liberty 
and  Tvrannv  are  running  a  race  more  riotously  and  doubtfully 
perhaps  than  in  anv  other  land,  religious  fakerism  takes  full 
toll,  and  shows  us  what,  unrestrained  by  much  of  the  tradi- 
tionalism of  the   older   lands,  the    religious   mind   attuned    to 
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^a^diiness    can    bring-    itself   to    enjoy    as    "divine    worship,' 
instead  o\'  recoi^nizino-  it  in  its  true  colors. 

A  i^ood  illustration  comes  from  Brooklyn,  X.Y.,  where  the 
other  da\'  a  posse  oi'  police  raided,  not  a  drinking  or  o-ambling- 
dive,  but  a  church  calling- itself  the  "First  Assembl\- of  Christ.'" 
The  Rev.  Malachi  Gabrie: — holy  saints,  deliver  us  ! — was  the 
orthodox  preacher  who  g-ave  to  the  police  the  information  on 
which  the\-  acted,  so  we  may  conclude  that  the  First  Assembly 
of  Christ  is  a  "scab  "  institution  not  recognized  by  the  regu- 
lar preachers'  trade  union.  With  the  aid  of  a  confederate,  who 
joined  the  church,  procured  a  latch-ke\-,  learned  the  password 
and  gave  a  signal  at  the  right  time,  the  police  peeped  in  ;ind 
saw  enough  to  justif}"  them  in  smashing"  in  the  back  door  and 
arresting  seven  men  and  twenty-five  women  engag-ed  in  the 
sacrificial  ceremonies  of  the  worship  ot  God  Priapus.  The 
whole  affair  is  but  another  proof  that  "  relig-ion  "  has  no  real 
restraining  influence  upon  vicious  persons  compared  even  with 
that  of  the  policeman's  baton  and  the  police  cell. 


Ax  Fvangelist's  "Burden  of  Six." 

Another  case  of  the  same  kidney  occurred  at  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
where,  during  some  revival  services  at  the  Franklin  x\ve. Union 
Mission,  after  John  N.  Hutcherson,  a  revivalist,  had  made  a 
very  earnest  appeal  to  sinners  to  come  and  Ia\'  their  burden  of 
sin  at  his  feet  and  receive  forgiveness,  a  young  woman  rushed 
forward  and  laid  a  bundle  on  the  platform,  cr\i ng,  "  Here  is 
your  little  burden  of  sin,  Mr.  Hutcherson  !  "  A  wail  from  the 
bundle  attracted  a  crowd  of  women,  and  the  preacher's  ecstasy 
gave  place  to  a  very  different  sentiment  as  the  young"  woman 
explained  that  the  preacher  was  the  child's  father,  that  he  had 
neglected  to  support  it,  and  that  she  was  unable  to  support  it 
an\-  long-er.  In  the  hubbub  the  mother  disappeared,  and  then 
came  the  preacher's  opportunity  to  show  his  Christian  honest)-, 
his  Christian  manliness,  and  his  Christian  moralitw 

"The  woman  tempted  me  and  I  fell,"  he  whined.  "  How 
do  vou  reconcile  \-our  conduct  with  Cora  Thompson  and  your 
preaching"  in  the  mission?"  he  was  asked.  "  I  don't  reconcile 
it  at  all,"  he  answered.  "  I  was  a  backslider.  I  had  been  led 
off  and  had  fallen  from  grace.  June  28  I  met  her  and  told 
her  if  she  was  going  to  hell  I  was  not,  and  that  I  was  g'oing 
to  quit  tr\  ing  such  a  life  and    return    to    the   fold.      She  grew 
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verv  angry  and  fairly  tore  the  clothes  off  my  back,  and  we  were 
both  arrested.  I  have  been  a  wicked  man,  but  I  am  whole 
ag'ain  and  have  returned  to  a  Christian  life." 

Here  we  have  the  whole  essence  of  Christian  moralit\-.  A 
sensual  beast  induces  a  }Oung  woman  to  live  with  him  for  a 
vear  or  so  while  posing'  as  a  sanctified  evangelist,  aiid  at  last, 
when  he  finds  that  he  has  to  pay  towards  the  support  of  his 
child,  thinks  all  he  has  to  do  is  to  repudiate  both  the  woman 
he  has  wronged  and  his  responsibility  for  his  child,  to  throw 
his  sins  on  to  his  Jesus  and  pray  for  forgiveness,  and  at  once 
he  becomes  again  a  saint,  bound  for  Abraham's  bosom  while 
the  woman  and  her  child  go  to  ""  hell." 

It  may  be  said  that  this  is  an  isolated  case,  but  it  is  a  fact 
that  a  fair-sized  newspaper  could  be  carried  on  if  de\  oted  to 
a  record  of  preachers'  misdeeds  involving  exact!}  the  same 
ethics.  In  our  own  limited  experience  we  have  come  across  a 
larg'e'number  of  such  cases.  The  chief  difficulty  is  to  decide 
how  far  the  evil-doers  are  honest  in  their  religious  views,  that 
is,  mere  lunatics,  or  criminal  h}'pocrites.  "  Only  believe  and 
you  shall  be  saved  "  is  the  chief  dogma  oi  the  Christianity  of 
to-day,  howsoever  its  other  dog'mas  may  be  metamorphosed  : 
and  will  continue  to  be  so  while  Christians  accept  mxths  of 
any  sort  as  facts. 


DEGKADixei   Effects  of  Theological  Tkaixixg. 

To  show  the  vacuity  of  mind  and  the  childish  lack  of  com- 
mon sense  and  reasoning"  power  bred  by  the  present  s\stem  of 
theological  school  training,  one  has  only  to  giance  at  the  daily 
paper  reports  of  the  Sunda}-  pulpit  utterances.  These  reports 
only  give,  as  a  rule,  sketches  of  the  sermons  of  the  more  pro- 
minent preachers,  with  occasional  verbatim  reports  of  extra- 
ordinarily good  passag-es.  One  such  report  a  week  or  two  ag'o 
gave  the  folk^wing  sentences  from  a  sermon  b\-  Rev.  J.  Picker- 
ing, a  leading  Methodist  divine,  whose  subject  was  "  ]\Ian's 
Purpose  in  Life  :  " 

'■  Every  man  should  ask  himself  :  'What  am  I  :  Why  am  I  r '  and  should  have 
such  a  plan  of  life,  such  occupation,  as  to  be  able  to  say  in  the  words  of  the  text  ; 
'To  this  end  was  I  born,  and  for  this  cause  came  I  into  the  world.'  What  would  I 
think  if,  meeting  in  mid-ocean  a  splendid  ship  equipped  with  all  up-to-date  apparatus. 
I  received,  in  answer  to  my  question  as  to  what  port  she  was  bound  for  and  what  her 
purpose  in  starting  out,  the  reply,  '  We  are  bound  for  nov.here.   We  have  no  purpose. 
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We  art  drifting — drifting'?  May  eacli  one  of  my  young  brethren  here  to-night  ask 
C'-od  SI  ccrely  and  earnestly  what  He  would  have  him  to  be  and  then  be  IT  with  all 
his  might.'' 

This  illustration,  like  Paley's  tale  of  an  intelligent  savage 
with  a  v.atch,  gives  an  impossible  stoi)-  to  illuminate  an  in- 
soluble problem.  A  man  who  arrives  at  }  ears  of  discretion 
and  makes  up  his  mind  to  piu-sue  a  certain  path  to  attain  what 
he  conceives  to  be  success  in  life  may  have  a  definite  object  in 
view,  but  when  he  has  achieved  it  he  is  no  nearer  an  answer 
to  the  problem,   "  Wh}-  am  I  ?"  than  is  a  savage  or  a  baby. 

And  no  appeal  to  any  "god  "  on  such  a  matter  (or,  indeed, 
on  an\-  other  matter),  so  far  as  is  known,  has  ever  been  replied 
to,  however  many  millions  cif  hypocrites  or  paranoiacs  may 
have  professed  to  have  received  such  answers.  For  the  great 
mass  of  reputedly  sane  men,  man's  origin  and  destiny  are  an 
altogether  sealed  book  ;  even  to  the  cleverest  and  most  learned 
the  answer  is  but  a  theor)-  ;  but  to  incite  ignorant  youths  to 
appeal  to  an  imaginary  authority  to  answer  such  questions  is 
to  foster  a  system  of  self-deception  and  hypocrisy. 

But,  supposing  the  designers,  builders,  and  officers  of  a 
fully-equipped  ship  to  hav3  done  their  work  without  an  object, 
not  even  that  of  pleasure,  what  similarity  is  there  between  its 
case  and  that  of  a  man  who  finds  himself  launched  on  the 
treacherous  sea  of  life,  ignorant  not  only  of  his  destiny,  but 
of  his  origin,  and  also  verx-  largely  of  the  laws  under  which 
he  has  to  live  and  die  ?  Presumabl\  the  men  upon  the  ship 
could  sail  back  to  the  port  from  wliich  they  started  if  the\' 
desired  to  find  out  the  intentions  of  the  owners,  whereas  man, 
with  all  his  pitiful  and  pertinacious  appeals  to  his  "god,"  is 
as  much  in  the  dark  as  ever.  For  who,  as  Job  sa\s,  by  search- 
ing can  find  out  god  ? 


The  Purpose  of  Exist,exce. 

The  question  of  purpose  is  a  difficult  one  to  deal  with,  be- 
cause most  people  are  utterly  untrained  in  rational  methods  of 
thought,  and  are  at  the  mercy  of  their  own  prejudices  and  the 
blatant  assertions  of  their  clerical  masters.  As  a  matter  of 
abstract  philosoph)-,  however,  the  idea  of  purpose  in  the  uni- 
verse is  completely  negatived  by  the  one  established  principle 
of  the  eternit}-  of  matter  and  force — the  substance  of  all  things. 
Purpose  involves  Design  and  a  Designer,  and  some  end  to  be 
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attained,  some  Plan  to  be  carried  out.  But  if  existence  is  a 
never-ending-  series  of  changes  in  an  indestructible  substance, 
it  is  totally  at  variance  with  the  idea  of  Purpose  or  a  definite 
End  to  be  attained. 

Coming  down,  then,  to  the  concrete  aspect  of  the  question, 
Do  scientific  observations  in  any  way  support  the  notion  ot 
design  or  purpose  in  nature?  one  is  compelled  to  admit  thai 
they  overwhelmingly  contradict  it.  There  have  been,  naturally 
enough,  some  cases  of  adaptation,  instinct,  etc.,  that  present 
difficulties  that  so  far  are  only  partially  explained  ;  but  thj 
notion  of  an  omniscient  director  of  the  universe  does  not  tail) 
with  that  of  a  mistake  or  a  misfit.  Why  a  whale  should  be 
metamorphosed  from  a  land  to  a  marine  animal,  why  a  fly 
should  deposit  its  eggs  in  the  caterpillar  of  another  insect,  to 
feed  on  it  and  destroy  it,  only  to  produce  a  numerous  progeny 
to  serve  as  food  for  birds,  why  men  should  be  made  to  serve 
as  food  for  tigers  or  to  slaughter  each  other  by  thousands — 
such  questions  as  these  may  meet  with  a  more  or  less  rational 
answer  on  scientific  grounds  ;  as  knowledge  advances  their 
explication  becomes  clearer  and  more  rational  ;  but  the  h}po- 
thesis  Oi  a  purpose  or  design  in  nature  seems  to  be  altogether 
negatived  by  them. 

But,  finally,  comes  the  question:  You  are  deciding  all  these 
matters  from  the  standpoint  of  human  reason,  but  how  do  you 
know  what  purpose  the  Divine  Mind  may  have  ?  And  with 
the  aid  of  his  Revelation  a  very  definite  purpose  is  put  before 
us  by  a  priest,  who  alternately  tells  us  that  the  Divine  Mind 
is  inscrutable  and  that  he  knows  its  intentions  !  Yet,  when 
you  ask  him  to  prove  his  statement,  you  find  that  he  is  com- 
pelled to  acknowledge — what  we  know  to  be  the  fact — that 
human  reason  is  his  only  guide,  and  the  highest  guide  any  of 
us  possess.  What  there  may  be  beyond  it  is  for  theologians 
and  other  fakers  to  discuss. 


Methodist  Preachers  Greedy  for  Money. 

On  the  same  day,  Dr.  Carman  exposed  the  prevailing  vice 
of  preachers  as  well  as  of  politicians — the  reckless  greed  for 
wealth  and  total  disregard  for  the  honor  and  dig^nity  of  their 
profession  and  the  welfare  of  the  people.  This,  of  course,  is 
an  old  story  ;  but  it  is  as  well  to  have  it  from  the  leader  of  the 
Methodists  themselves  that  when  any  project  is  put  before  the 
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Methodist  preachers  for  the  betterment  of  the  church,  the  first 
question  the\-  put  is,  "What  is  there  in  this  for  nie  ?  "  We 
are  frequentlv  told  that  ''  The  laborer  is  worth}"  of  his  hire" 
when  clerical  ijreed  is  referred  to  ;  but  it  is  clear  that  Methodist 
preachers  are  after  somethin<^'  bii^'g-er  than  ada\'  laborer's  pa\-, 
althou^^-h,  as  Dr.  Carman  says,  when  asked  to  do  an}thino' 
they  are  *'  weak-kneed  and  trembling".'"  What  fine  exponents 
of  the  Divine  Mind  ! 


Secularization  of   Educatiox  in   Italy. 

Following  the  complete  defeat  of  the  Papac\-  in  France,  it 
is  gratifyino"  to  note  that  on  the  loth  of  July  the  Municipal 
Council  of  Rome  decided,  by  57  votes  to  3,  to  abolish  religious 
teaching"  in  elementary  schools.  The  announcements  we  have 
made  in  previous  issues  regarding  the  Women's  Congresses  in 
Rome  and  Milan  prove  the  deeplv-seated  nature  of  the  anti- 
clerical movement.  It  is,  we  believe,  no  mere  passing  wave 
of  antipathx"  to  priestcraft,  but  is  the  legitimate  outcome  of  the 
work  during  nearly  three-quarters  of  a  centur\"  of  such  men  as 
Mazzini,  Garibaldi,  and  their  followers. 

It  is  just  about  half  a  centur\-  ago  that  Garibaldi,  leading 
his  troops  in  an  attack  upon  Rome,  was  shot  down,  though 
not  killed,  bv  the  French  troops  sent  by  the  French  Emperor 
to  protect  the  Pope.  But  Napoleon  the  Little  in  the  end  had 
to  leave  the  Pope  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  King  and  people 
of  the  new  united  Ital}"  ;  and  under  the  new  order  of  thing-s  the 
Pope  and  his  Cardinals  have  not  "  made  good."  The  whole 
system  is  an  anachronism;  and,  instead  of  bowing"  to  the  in- 
evitable, giving  up  his  secular  pretensions,  and  cultivating-  the 
goodwill  of  his  people — and  the  vast  mass  of  them  were  willing 
to  take  him  as  {heir  spiritual  head — the  Pope  has  acted  the 
part  of  a  spoilt  child.  Instead  of  becoming  a  real  martyr  or 
saint,  he  has  petered  out  as  a  burlesque  actor.  Three  hundred 
years  after  his  predecessors  burned  Bruno,  all  he  could  sa\"  in 
answer  to  the  thousands  of  Freethinkers  who  met  in  Rome  to 
honor  Bruno's    memor\-  was  :    "  Vou   shan't   see    n"i\   cin"iosit}" 

shop  ! 

^♦»» 

Thl   Fltlre  of  Catholicism. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  premature  to  sa\"  that  these  late  events 
mark  the  end  of  the  Papal    power   in    either  France   or  Italx", 
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though  the  signs  would  seem  to  justify  such  an  opinion.  Cer- 
tainly, if  the  people  of  Italy  ever  read  the  true  histor}-  of  the 
Papacy,  with  its  thirteen  hundred  years  ot  bestial  debaucherv 
and  crime,  of  blood\- violence  and  barbarous  crueltw  treachery, 
assassination  and  extortion,  they  will  never  permit  it  to  regain 
its  lost  power.  But  what  are  we  to  say  when  we  see  that  in 
Britain,  with  its  new-fangled  public  schools  and  its  scientific 
colleges  and  societies,  the  Roman  Catholics  are  making  great 
advances  ;  and  that  in  Canada  and  the  United  States  similar 
advances  have  placed  the  Catholic  Church  in  the  position  of 
being  a  serious  menace  to  national  progress  and  freedom  ? 

What  are  we  to  sa\-  when  Sir  W.  Laurier,  Canada's  Prime 
Minister,  tells  the  Quebec  Catholics  that  he  has  made  their 
province  the  dominating  factor  in  the  Dominion,  after  having 
done  his  best  to  destroy  the  school  systems  of  Saskatchewan, 
Alberta,  and  Manitoba  ?      Listen  to  his  oily  words  : 

"  This  change  [the  recent  alteration  in  Provincial  boundaries]  will  make  Quebec 
the  greatest  province  of  ihe  Dominion,  and  will  enable  it  to  hold  its  position  as  the 
pivotal  province  of  the  Dominion.  I  am  a  citizen  of  Quebec,  but  I  can  assure  all  the 
other  provinces  that  they  will  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  justice  done  to  Quebec. 
Further,  I  tell  you.  citizens  of  Quebec,  that  I  do  not  wish  you  to  dominate  over  other 
provinces,  nor  do  I  wish  that  other  provinces  should  dominate  over  you.  We  must 
have  our  rights  here  as  they  must  have  their  rights,  and  the  work  of  our  Government 
will  be  devoted  to  the  pn)tection  of  all  those  rights.'' 

In  other  words,  Quebec  has  been  enlarged  so  as  to  become 
the  dominating  factor  in  Canadian  politics,  but  the  rulers  ol 
Quebec,  the  Catholic  hierarch)-,  are  particidarl}-  desired  by 
Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  not  to  use  their  power  to  the  injur\"  of  the 
other  provinces  !  Fancy  appealing  to  the  generosit)-  of  the 
Catholic  priesthood  not  to  oppress  a  Protestant  minorit}-  ! 

It  would  seem  that  the  slow-moving  beer-drinking  Teutons 
would,  after  all,  have  to  take  a  lesson  from  their  more  lively 
and  quick-witted  Latin  confreres  ;  for  it  appears  at  the  present 
time  to  be  a  possibility  that  even  Spain,  double-dyed  as  she 
has  been  in  Catholic  superstition,  may  have  real  freedom  long 
before  it  reaches  either  Britain   or  America. 


A   "  Mahatma  "  IN  Jail. 

At  length  a  Mahatma  has  been  bagged — or  rather  "jugg-ed," 
to  use  the  pickpocket's  name  for  a  prison.  Imagine  a  mighty 
omniscient  Mahatma  being  inside  a  common  prison,  and,  like 
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Samson  shorn  oi'  his  locks,  powerless  to  escape  the  clutch  of 
a  mere  jailer  I  What  was  his  offence  !  Oh,  merely  trying  to 
kiss  a  Noung"  girl  against  her  will.  What  other  offences  he 
h.as  been  guilty  of  may  be  conjectured  from  the  evidence. 

Imagine  a  mig'hty  Mahatma  trying  to  force  his  endearments 
upon  a  young  girl,  a  total  stranger  to  him  !  Think  of  the  long 
}ears  of  self-denial  and  self-renunciation  and  self-torture,  and 
all  that  sort  of  thing,  he  must  have  undergone  in  order  to  gain 
the  superhuman  powers  of  a  Mahatma,  only  to  find  himself 
reduced  to  impotence  by  a  puny  pair  of  police  bracelets  put 
on  his  wrists  by  a  common  "  bobby  !  "  Why  his  name  alone 
should  have  secured  him  immunity  from  the  fate  of  a  poor 
jail-bird  ;  and  yet  a  stuffy  London  police-court  took  all  the 
gilt,  if  not  all  the  guilt,-  off  a  renowned  name — the  name  of  a 
man  said  to  be  ''the  most  conspicuous  Mahatma  in  India." 

"The  Tiger  Mahatma,  Agamya  Guru  Paramahamna,  the 
Infinite  Mind,  the  Sinless  One,  the  Omniscient,"  was  a  few 
months  ago  in  New  York,  and,  as  our  readers  may  remember, 
made  a  lamentable  exhibition  of  himself  to  the  press  reporters 
who  interviewed  him  and  asked  for  some  information.  Mur- 
der was  in  his  eye  and  thunder  in  his  voice,  but  discretion  led 
him  to  quit  New  York,  and  he  and  his  agents  found  their  way 
to  London.  Here  they  opened  an  office  requiring  a  numerous 
or  frequently  chang-ing-  staff  of  lady  typewriters,  for  their  ad- 
vertisement offering  positions  appeared  frequently  in  the  daily 
papers.  The  cause  may  be  understood  from  the  police-court 
proceedings.  As  was  suspected,  the  miost  conspicuous  Indian 
Mahatma  turns  out  to  be,  not  an  ascetic,  but  a  coarse,  foul- 
mouthed,  gluttonous,  lascivious  beast. 

How  Mahatmas  Are   Made. 

As  given  by  himself,  the  history  of  Agamya  Guru  Parama- 
hamna, the  g-reat  Tiger  Mahatma,  is  probably  as  true  as  most 
of  such  histories.  It  serves  to  show  what  ignorant,  credulous 
people  will  believe.  When  a  ver\-  young  man,  he  suddenl\- 
left,  his  home,  went  to  the  Benares  cemetery,  stripped  himself 
stark  naked  (do  the  lady  Theosophists  have  to  begin  their 
occult  studies  in  this  fashion  ?),  and  spent  three  days  in  con- 
templation. (You  know,  }'Ou  can  do  the  contemplating  act 
much  more  efficiently  when  naked  than  when  in  full  dress.) 
Then,  having  withstood  the  entreaties  o^  his  friends  (they  did 
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not  understand  the  Mahatma  call),  he  retired  from  the  world, 
journeyed  (still  naked)  to  the  Himalayas  (what  a  mag-nilicent 
sight  the\-  must  present  with  the  eternal  snows  dotted  with  the 
naked  would-be  Mahat-mas,  Mahat-pas,  and  also  the  >\Iahat- 
misses,  we  suppose,  lost  in  contemplation),  and,  without  any 
food  but  what  he  could  pick  up  in  the  snows  or  the  forests, 
spent  fifteen  more  years  in  silent  contemplation,  neither  seeing" 
nor  hearing-  the  voice  of  a  solitary  human  being  during- all  that 
time  (the  other  Mahatma  students  must  have  been  equally  deaf 
and  dumb  and  blind).  Then  he  became  aware  that  he  v.as  IT. 
He  had  found  The  Way,  and  out  of  the  Eternal  Silence  he 
had  learned  the  Infinite  Wisdom.  Having  lived  for  fifteen  \ears 
in  semi-starvation,  he  found  himself  possessed  of  superhuman 
strength  ;  and  on  one  occasion  he  literally  tore  a  man-eating 
tiger  to  pieces,  and  thus  became  known  as  the  "Tiger  Ma- 
hatma."    This  is  all  no  doubt  as  true  as  gospel. 

His  story  was  believed  by  maxy  people,  and  when  lie  de- 
clared :  "I  am  God  ;  I  know  everything,"  there  were  not 
wanting  men  with  means  to  "put  up  the  stuff"  and  e.->tablish 
a  "  Parliament  of  Infinite  Wisdom  !  "  We  do  not  know  if 
this  Parliament  ever  had  its  Hansard,  but  if  it  had,  the  record 
of  its  proceedings  might  be  interesting. 

We  can  hardly  suppose  the  fate  oi  their  mig-hty  Mahatma 
will  influence  his  followers  much.  Mystery  and  presumption 
have  their  attractions  for  many,  even  people  with  brains  and 
wealth,  who  can  read  and  write,  and  who  wear  clothes  and  live 
in  brick  houses.  Tig"er  Mahatma  Agamyas  and  Leadbeaters 
may  come  in  a  grand  flourish  of  noisy  pretension  and  disap- 
pear in  a  police  cell,  but  the  study  of  the  Occult  seems  to  g^o 
on  for  ever.   And  what  would  the  Occult  be  without  an  IT? 

"America's  Extraordinary  Envoys." 

This  is  the  title  of  an  extraordinar}-  article,  contributed  to 
the  Philadelphia  Satiwday  Evening  Post  of  June  20th  last  by 
"  An  Expatriate."  An  editorial  note  calls  attention  to  it  in  a 
way  to  divest  it  of  any  historical  importance,  but  we  think,  if 
the  editor  did  not  approve  the  statements  made  or  thought 
they  were  false,  his  proper  course  was  either  to  refuse  to  insert 
the  article  or  to  have  accompanied  it  with  corrective  notes. 

We  have  no  doubt  that  some  American  diplomats  have 
earned  an  unenviable  notoriety  for  want   of  courtesy  and   dis- 
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cretion,  just  as  European  diplomats  have  earned  a  similar 
notoriety  ;  but  the  "  Expatriate  "  has  put  together  a  strin^>-  of 
stories  that  over-tax  our  confidence  ver)  considerably.  The 
two  features  of  the  article  are  the  self-oloriHcation  ot  the  writer 
and  a  vindictive  attack  upon  an  ambassador  described  as  being 
a  "judge  "  and  ''also  one  oi  the  leaders  of  tiie  cult  of  so-called 
Free-Thinkers  in  America,"  and  further  on  as  "  a  foreign-born 
Free-Thinker."  We  do  not  know  who  tb.is  Judge  is  or  who 
the  "Expatriate"  is,  but  there  is  evidently  a  strono- animus 
on  the  part  of  the  writer  against  the  Judge. 

One  of  the  principal  attacks  on  this  gentleman  arises  out  oi 
the  small  pay  given  to  its  diplomats  by  the  United  States  and 
which  often  results  in  an  Ambassador  having  to  pay  many 
thousands  of  dollars  a  .year  out  of  his  private  purse  to  cover 
his  expenses.  But  the  "foreign-born  Free-Thinking"  Am- 
bassador is  said  to  have  saved  $9,500  out  of  his  $12,000  a  year 
salar\  ,  and  thus  earned  the  contempt  of  "An  Expatriate." 

Othtr  unbelievable  stories  are  told  of  him,  and  we  should 
like  some  of  our  readers  to  give  us  sc^me  reliable  information 
on  the  matter.  "An  Expatriate"  is  doubtless  oneof  the  small 
class  of  parasites  who  lo\e  to  hang  on  to  the  skirts  of  snob- 
dom  and  aristocracy.      But  who  was  the  judge  ? 


Municipalization  of   Public   Utilities  in  Torc^nto. 

The  struggle  of  the  city  of  Toronto  against  the  monopo- 
lists who  are  trying  to  strangle  its  attempts  to  carry  on  its  own 
business  should  be  watched  with  interest  by  all  lovers  of  free- 
dom and  democratic  progress — progress  towards  government 
by  and  for  the  people  themselves,  instead  of  b)'  a  political 
class  in  the  interests  of  a  plutocratic  bureaucracy. 

It  may  be  true — we  think  it  is  true — that  the  mass  ofpeople 
in  Canada  are  both  too  ignorant  and  too  selfish  and  corrupt 
to  work  intelligenth'  for  themselves  or  to  judge  of  what  would 
be  for  their  best  interests.  It  is  true,  we  believe,  that  corrup- 
tion has  eaten  so  deeply  into  the  ver\-  life  of  the  people,  more 
especially  of  that  so-called  governing  chiss,  that  the  masses 
seem  fairly  well  justified  in  regarding  with  suspicion  all  men, 
not  excepting  those  of  their  own  class,  who  pose  as  honest 
aspinmts  for  public  confidence.  "  Every  man  has  his  price" 
is  a  maxim  that  seems  to  be  born  and  bred  into  the  mentality 
of  e\er\   individual  in  the  communit}'  ;  and  recent  events  seem 
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to  justify  the  conclusion  that  a  felon's  offence  is  regarded  as 
consisting  not  so  much  in  allowing  himself  to  be  found  out  as 
in  not  saving  enough  ouf  of  his  robberies  to  defend  himself, 
and,  if  convicted  and  punished,  to  live  in  style  when  released 
from  jail. 

At  the  present  time,  immense  robberies  from  the  public 
treasury  and  the  public  domain  seem  to  be  the  chief  object  of 
politicians,  and  yet  the  men  who  have  perpetrated  the  worst 
offences  remain  in  office  as  if  their  hands  were  as  clean  as  an 
infant's.  In  the  case  of  Toronto,  the  men  who  are  fighting 
against  municipalization  are  men  who  have  become  miilionaires 
by  acquiring  through  political  influence  a  monopoly  of  the 
public  resources  at  Niagara  Falls,  and  who  now,  when  the 
Ontario  cities  are  endeavoring  to  secure  some  share  of  what 
is  their  own,  are  doing  their  utmost,  first  by  cajoling  and  de- 
ceiving the  public  by  false  statements,  inflated  estimates,  and 
imaginary  contracts,  and  latterly  by  legal  process  in  the  shape 
of  injunction,  to  prevent  the  citizens  exercising  their  powers 
expressly  secured  to  them  under  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  in 
connection  with  a  Government  Commission. 


Government    by  Injunction, 

This  is  an  attempt  to  introduce  that  system  of  ''govern- 
ment by  injunction"  which  has  proved  such  a  menace  to  the 
public  welfare  in  the  United  States.  It  is  a  system  which, 
with  an  honest  iudiciarv,  is  a  ofreat  safeofuard  ao'ainst  wealthv 
and  corrupt  monopolists  ;  but  which,  with  corrupt  judges,  is 
a  serious  danger  to  liberty  in  a  wealthy  country. 

In  the  present  instance,  two  men,  Bicknell  and  Pearson, 
have  obtained  and  issued  an  injunction  ag'ainst  the  Mayor  and 
Council  of  Toronto  to  prevent  them  completing  their  agree- 
ment vv^ith  the  Hydro-Electric  Commission — a  commission 
appointed  by  the  Ontario  Government  in  pursuance  of  an  Act 
of  the  Legislature  to  obtain  and  distribute  to  Ontario  munici- 
palities a  supply  of  electric  power  at  cost  price  from  Niagara 
Falls.  This  is  an  impudent  attempt  to  defeat  a  legal  enact- 
ment by  the  aid  of  a  favorably-disposed  judge.  The  injunc- 
tion was  made  returnable  in  January,  and  it  was  thought  that 
it  would  stop  all  proceedings  under  the  Commission's  powers 
until  that  time.  Fortunately,  however,  the  Government  of 
Ontario   has  redeemed   its    rather  shaky   character,    and    has 
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had  the  contracts  sig-ned  which  will  enable  the  work  of  con- 
struction  to  be  commenced  at  once.  There  is  every  prospect 
that  the  municipalities  will  score  a  great  victory  financially  as 
well  as  morally,  for  with  every  step  taken  so  far  the  fig-ures 
and  statements  put  out  by  the  monopolists  have  been  found 
to  be  utterly  false  and  misleading. 

RELIGION    OF   THE    PERSIANS. 

In  Persia  the  population  is  mainly  Aryan — Iranian — with  some  infusion 
of  Armenians,  Jews,  Turks,  and  Arabs  ;  and  just  as  the  Persian  language 
has  been  infused  with  many  Arab  words,  while  retaining  its  own  grammar 
and  vocabulary  derived  from  the  ancient  speech,  so  Islam  has  been 
engrafted  on  a  people  w^ho  have  never  quite  forgotten  their  ancient 
national  beliefs,  and  who  have  refused  to  abandon  their  earlier  customs. 

Among  Persians  of  the  middle  class  there  are  many  devout  Moslems, 
though  their  beliefs  are  not  those  of  the  majority  in  Islam.  The  upper 
class  is  often  openly  infidel  ;  and  infidel  literature — especially  poetry — 
circulates  unchecked,  while  European  education  (of  French  origin, 
especially)  is  diffused  among  the  higher  officials.  The  dervishes  are 
disliked  and  despised,  though  treated  with  respect  in  public.  The  Mullahs 
or  mosque  scholars  are  repotted  to  be  hypocritical,  and  are  very  often 
sceptics  at  heart.  The  cruelties  perpetrated  in  the  name  of  justice  are 
-often  barbarous  in  the  extreme.  The  Jews  are  persecuted.  The  dirty 
and  drunken  Armenians  of  the  north  are  only  protected  by  European 
nnfluence. 

The  Persians  are  a  pleasure-loving  people,  and  the  morality  of  the  towns 
is  bad.  Intrigues  are  common  among  married  women,  and  secret  poison- 
ing is  the  result.  Gambling  and  card  playing,  though  discountenanced 
by  the  respectable  classes,  are  as  common  as  drinking,  and  even  Mullahs 
drink  wine  when  it  can  be  secretly  obtained.  The  persecution  of  the 
Babis  was,  perhaps,  mainly  due  to  their  attempt  on  the  life  of  the  Shah, 
but  even  descendants  of  the  Prophet  were  put  to  death  and  their  property 
seized  when  they  were  known  to  be  followers  of  the  Bab.  On  the  other 
hand,  no  punishment  falls  on  such  as  profess  philosophic  scepticism,  and 
the  turban  is  often  discarded  by  Persian  Moslems  in  favor  of  the  older 
national  headdress  without  reproof. 

Superstitions  are  rife  among  the  lower  classes  ;  bands  and  amulets  are 
worn  to  ward  off  the  evil  eye.  Spells  are  sold  against  disease,  and  augu- 
ries are  taken  at  the  Tomb  of  "Hafiz  by  the  same  people  w'ho  strictly 
observe  the  great  feast  of  Ramadan,  and  who  mourn  the  death  of  Hosein. 
— Scottish  Review. 


All  the  intelligent  nations  of  antiquity  were  distinguished  by  a  tendency 
to  legislative  progress,  till  the  freedom  o'i  that  progress  was  checked  by 
the  claims  of  religious  infallibility.  The  claims  of  an  infallible  revelation 
preclude  the  necessity  of  reform.  "Should  mortals  presume  to  improve 
the  ordinances  of  a  God  ?  " — Prof.  Felix  L.  Oswald's  Bible  of  Nature. 
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Greenock  Horse  Sense  Society,  etc.,  etc. 


Published  by  C.  M.  Ellis  &  Co.,    Printers,   Jericho  East-by-Jordan,  B.C.  1452. 
Papyrus,  10c. ;  fine  purple  linen,  .§1.00. 


(Sj)ecial  hy  the  Correspondent  of  the  Jerusolevi  Evening  Xeicx. ) 

It  appears  that  church  circles  at  the  town  of  Midian,  nee  Balak's  Corners, 
are  without  a  pastor,  and  feeling  is  running-  high  between  Balak"<  Corners 
and  the  neighboring  town  of  Pethor,  the  bone  of  contention  being  Rev. 
Mr.  Balaam,  pastor  of  the  First  Church  of  Christ  (Scientist)  of  the  latter 
town.  We  understand  that  the  only  decent  church  edifice  at  Balak's  is 
heavily  mortgaged,  and  Squire  Balak,  the  holder  of  the  mortgage,  stood 
to  lose  some  money  if  he  foreclosed,  as  the  building  is  worth  more  as  a. 
church  than  as  a  barn. 

It  seems  that  Mr.  Balak,  who  owns  the  only  factory  in  the  town,  hinted 
to  the  elders  that  unless  the  pulpit  could  be  filled  by  a  g,ood  man  who  would 
draw  he  would  close  the  factory.  The  elders — most  of  them  retail  store- 
keepers— took  the  hint  and  got  busy.  The  result  was  that  Rev.  Mr.  Ba- 
laam got  a  call  from  Balak's  Corners.  We  did  not  learn  the  exact  amount 
offered,  but  we  understand  that  it  was  a  good  deal  better  than  what  he  was 
getting  at  Pethor. 

In  a  sermon  at  Pethor  Rev;  Balaam  hinted  at  long  service  ar.d  some- 
what discouraging  results  because  of  slight  differences  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Management.  If  there  was  not  unanimity  in  the 
management  the  church  would  suffer.  His  first,  last  and  only  care  was 
for  the  success  of  the  church  which  w^as  in  Pethor.  Since  his  ministry  had 
commenced  great  strides  had  been  made,  thanks  to  the  untiring  efforts  of 
the  Young  People's  Association.  Church  membership  had  increased  260%, 
Sunday  school  400%,  church  revenues  500%.  Church  debt  had  increased 
only  30%.  In  the  mission  field,  Pethor  had  done  such  work  among  the 
Cannibals  of  Scotland,  that  they  no  more  ate  their  missionaries  raw.    The 


306  SECULAR   THOUGHT. 

last  three  sent  from  Pethor  had  been  roasted  !  If  in  the  interests  of  the 
church  he  should  be  compelled  to  leave  Pethor,  he  would  ever  carry  with 
him  the  memory  of  the  pleasant  days  he  had  spent  and  the  joy  of  his  labor 
in  Pethor. 

The  congregation  was  much  aflfected,  many  sobbing  aloud.  Israel  Cor- 
reggio  McNamara,  builder,  who  expected  to  get  the  contract  for  the  new 
Y. M.C.A.  and  Sunday-school,  put  a  hundred  shekels  in  the  plate  with  a 
clatter  like  the  maid  falling  down  the  back  stairs  with  the  breakfast  tray. 
The  collection  was  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  church.  The  text  was, 
'*  The  Widow's  Mite."     The  chief  hymn  was  :  * 

*'  When   I  survey  the  shining  spear 

That  yet  will  pierce  my  Savior's  side, 
It  fills  me  with  a  holy  cheer  : 

My  heavenly  wants  will  be  supplied." 

It  leaked  out  before  night  that  Rev.  Balaam  had  got  a  call  to  Balak's 
Corners.  A  special  meeting  of  the  management  was  called  for  Monday 
afternoon.  McNamara  proposed  to  offer  the  beloved  pastor  an  increase 
of  two  thousand  shekels,  of  which  he  would  contribute  one  tenth.  The 
motion  carried,  and  Monday  night  a  deputation  waited  on  the  rev.  gentle- 
man. He  admitted  he  had  got  a  call,  but  had  not  intended  to  say  anything 
about  it.  It  was  not  the  money  ;  it  was  a  matter  of  interpreting  the  will 
of  the  Lord.  If  it  was  His  will  he  must  go,  even  if  he  had  to  sacrifice  all 
his  worldly  prospects,  nay,  life  itself.  Otherwise  he  hoped  to  end  his  labor 
-of  love  in  Pethor.      He  asked  for  and  obtained  a  month's  leave. 

Your  correspondent  got  it  from  the  maid  at  the  manse  that  he  asked 
Mrs.  Balaam  how  she  would  like  to  be  the  leading  lady  in  Midian.  Her 
reply  was  :  "  Oh,  my,  I  would  like  to  go.  This  is  such  a  pesky  place,  and 
•not  a  soul  who  knows  how  to  receive.  Even  Mrs.  McNamara,  though 
she  has  beautiful  silverware,  does  not  know  how  to  set  a  table.  Then  she 
was  so  vulgar  when  she  came  to  the  manse  :  actually  wanted  to  know  how 
much  the  dining-room  set  cost,  and  her  own  chairs  are  only  leatherette  ! 
I  know  because  I  have  examined  them.  \'es,  I  would  love  to  go  to  Midian 
only  I  haven't  got  a  thing  to  wear,"  etc.,  etc. 

The  next  thing,  a  deputation  from  Balak  brought  Balaam  a  silk  dressing 
gown,  a  case  of  Mumm's  extra  dry,  a  case  of  rare  old  Scotch  matured  40 
years  in  wood,  a  box  of  Flor  Fina  de  Tabac  Habana,  and  asked  him  to 
coiYie  over  and  give  them  a  sermon  or  two  ;  they  would  do  the  right  thing 
by  him.  Balaam  had  never  before  tasted  anything  that  had  been  40  years 
in  wood,  and  decided  to  go  over  and  see  them.  So  he  got  on  his  ass  and 
started. 

[The  Jrrncsdleni  Evenincj  Neicx  goes  on  in  the  Court  languag^c  of  the  da}' 
in  the  East  :] 
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Now,  Israel  Ccrreg'g'io  McNaniara  was  a  discreet  man,  wise  above  a 
dove  and  harmless  as  a  serpent,  and  he  said  :  "  Peradventure  I  let  this 
thing  g"o  on,  this  son  of  Belial  will  spoil  my  g-ame,  and  building-  stuff  is 
cheap  now."  And  he  g^irt  up  his  loins,  bit  a  larg^e  piece  from  a  plug  oi 
Jordan's  Navy,  and  took  the  short  cut  past  Casey's  and  out  below  the 
brick  works. 

And  Balaam  rode  upon  his  ass,  and  cast  up  by  the  way  what  two  thou- 
sand shekels  extra  for  ten  years  loaned  out  at  usury  would  come  to,  when 
the  beast  shied,  and,  leaving-  the  hig-hway,  passed  through  a  g-ateway  and 
pressed  Balaam's  shins  hard  ag-ainst  the  post  of  the  g'ate  and  rent  his 
garment. 

And  Balaam  said  :  "  Ouch,  you  long--headed,  leather-eared — "  and 

a  man  met  him,  and  Balaam  suffered  himself  not  to  say  anything-  more  to 
his  beast,  but  turned  into  the  hig-hway  ag-ain. 

Now  I.  C.  McNamara  had  been  standing-  in  the  highway  to  speak  unto 
Balaam,  and  he  went  further  and  stood  under  some  trees  in  the  path  where 
were  two  g-reat  piles  of  bricks.  And  the  bricks  were  without  straw  and 
were  exceeding-  hard. 

And  McNamara  saw  the  man  coming  seated  on  the  beast,  even  Balaam. 
And  he  knew  the  beast  as  one  that  had  spoiled  his  corn  and  trampled  down 
the  tender  shoots  and  made  havoc  in  his  vineyard,  and  he  had  beaten  it 
sore  with  rods.  And  the  ass  knew  McNamara,  and  turned  from  him  to 
pass  by  on  the  other  side,  and  he  crushed  Balaam  against  the  bricks,  and 
rent  his  garment  in  twain,  and  scraped  him  off,  and  the  tile  that  was  upon 
his  head  was  pierced  by  a  branch  of  a  tree  and  fell  in  the  mire. 

And  Balaam's  anger  was  kindled  against  the  ass,  and  he  looked  this 
way  and  that  way,  and  there  was  no  person. 

"  And  Balaam  opened  his  mouth  and  said  :  "  You  gaw-dani,  long- 
eared,  swine-eyed,  hard-mouthed,   mangy  hell-hound,  you  son  of  a ," 

and  he  smote  the  ass  with  his  staff  and  said  :  "  God  do  so  to  me  and 
more  ^^Iso  if  I  don't  break  every  rib  in  your  gaw-dam  carcase.  That  tile 
cost  fifty  shekels,  more   than  you're  worth,  you   thick-headed,  thin-legged 

son  of  a of  a  brute."     And  he  smote  the  beast  thrice 

with  his  staff. 

And  the  ass  opened  its  mouth  and  said  :  "  Am  I  not  thine  ass  that  hath 
served  thee  these  many  years  ?      Dost  marvel  that    I  speak   unto  thee  ?  " 

And  Balaam  said,  "Marvel?  I  would  marvel  greatly  if  thou  knewt^st 
enough  to  hold  th}'  peace.  Every  ass  in  Pethor  is  speaking  of  me  to-day.'" 
And  Balaam  smote  the  ass  again,  and  the  ass  stepped  upon  Balaam's  head 
gear  that  yet  lay  in  the  mire,  and  Balaam  began  to  kick  the  ass  in  the 
midst,  even  under  the  fifth  rib,  and  to  utter  words  which  it  were  not  lawful. 
to  utter  and  that  may  not  be  written. 
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And  it  came  to  pass  that  McNamara  spake  from  the  shade  of  the  tree 
and  said  :    "  Man  of  God,  what  doest  thou  ?  " 

And  Balaam  said  :  "I  wist  not  that  thou  wert  in  the  way  ;  I  did  but 
rehearse  for  next  Sabbath  service  before  the  Lord." 

And  McNamara  said,  "  Thou  art  a  man  after  my  own  heart,  for  I  also 
discourse  after  the  like  manner  when  I  am  troubled  in  spirit  ;  but  whither 
g-oest  thou  thus  early  ?  " 

And  he  said,  "  I  go  to  practise  prayer  in  the  wilderness." 

And  McNamara  said  :  "Thou  doest  well,  but  see  thou  come  again  ;  for 
behold,  I  know  thy  heart  and  that  thou  seekest  not  after  lucre,  but  also  I 
know  this  fellow  Balak  in  that  he  seeketh  to  entice  thee.  Consent  not 
unto  him,  for  he  is  poor  and  cannot  pay  thee  what  we  will  pay  thee  in 
Pethor." 

And  Balaam  answered  and  said  :  "Is  thy  servant  a  dog  that  he  would 
do  this  thing-?  This  is  not  a  matter  of  silver  or  gold.  As  the  Lord  liveth 
who  hath  redeemed  my  soul  out  of  all  adversity,  I  will  only  do  according 
to  the  will  of  the  Lord.  "  If  he  say  unto  The,  '  Go  preach  to  Midian,'  then 
will  I  g-o,  but  if  he  revlal  unto  me  that  my  labor  is  to  be  spent  in  saving 
souls  in  Pethor  then  will  I  abide  with  thee  were  I  to  receive  but  bread  and 
water  ;  albeit  the  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire  ;  therefore  let  me  journey 
to  Midian  and  let  us  see  what  the  i.ord  may  reveal  to  me  b}-  the  way." 

And  McNamara  said  :  *'  Nay,  brother,  thou  hast  well  spoken.  I  know 
that  thy  heart  is  right,  even  as  mine  is  right.  The  welfare  of  the  church 
which  is  in  Pethor  is  my  first  and  only  care.  Go  thou,  as  thy  heart  bids 
thee,  unto  Midian,  and  if  thou  come  again  imto  us  thy  portion  shall  be 
double  what  it  was  aforetime." 

And  they  fell  upon  each  other's  necks  and  wept  sore,  and  the  tears  went 
down  their  backs.  And  Balaam  journeyed  unto  Midian  and  he  communed 
with  himself  by  the  way,  "  What  seeketh  this  son  of  perdition  even 
McNamara?  Is  he  not  a  builder?  Will  he  not  profit  by  what  will  be 
done  if  I  stay?"     And  he  journeyed  to  Midian. 

.And    Balak   made  a   feast   for   him  and   offered   sacrifices   and  said   unto 
him,  "  I'reach   thou,    Balaam,  and  let  thy  text   be  :    '  Israel   be  damned.' 
And  Balaam  said  unto  Balak,  "  Whatsoever  the  Lord  sayeth  unto  me  that 
will  I  say,  and  he  saith  not,  thus  far." 

And  Balak  offered  more  sacrifices  and  brought  gifts  unto  Balaam  and 
said  :  "  Speak,  cry  aloud,  and  let  thy  theme  be,  'To  Hell  with  Jacob,'  and 
I  will  enrich  thee." 

And  Balaam  said  unto  himself:  "  Israel  is  strong  and  McNamara  is  rich, 
while  this  Philistine  is  not  strong  and  his  kingdom  is  poor."  And  to  Balak 
he  said  :  "  Though  thou  shouldst  give  me  the  half  of  thy  kingdom,  yet  can 
I  not  curse  whom   the    Lord  would   bless."     And  Balak  was  offended  and 


SECULAR  THOUGHT.  :Wj- 


bade    him   begone  ;   and    Balaam    gat   on   his   ass   and    went    his  \va^■  and: 
returned  unto  Pethor. 


THE  NEW    GOSPEL. 

:o: 

HI. 


Enough  has  been  said  in  the  last  chapters  to  show  that  the  revision  of  the 
Scriptures  is  but  a  means  to  an  end.  The  end  is  expediency  when,  on 
account  of  our  weak  and  carnal  minds,  mankind  commits  the  heresv  of 
using  reason,  whence  comes  doubt.  What  is  our  evident  duty  ?  To  revise 
the  doubtful  sentence  so  as  to  conform  to  the  spirit  of  the  age  and  enable 
the  doubting  one  to  remain  within  the  fold. 

To  those  who  are  well-intentioned  and  not  wanting  in  knowledge  a 
reasonable  latitude  is  permitted  regarding  sentences  that  are  not  of  vital 
importance,  such,  for  instance,  as  the  numbers  of  fighting  men  in  the 
standing  army  of  Moses.  Of  what  moment  is  it  whether  the  number  was 
an  even  six  hundred  thousand  or  a  few  more  or, less  ?  Almightv  God,  who 
could  feed  half  the  number  in  that  arid  land,  with  enemies  before  and 
behind,  and  no  home  supplies  to  draw  on,  would  have  no  difficulty  in 
feeding  twice  the  number,  because  a  thousand  bushels  of  manna  are  with 
God  as  one  bushel. 

The  one  principle  that  must  govern  the  Christian  is  not  so  much  how  he 
reads  his  Bible  but  what  his  creed  is. 

Honesty  is  the  Best  Policy. 

That  is  the  creed  and  guiding  principle  of  all  true  Christians  in  this  year" 
of  great  grace,  1908.  Without  that  inscribed  on  the  banner  of  his  faith 
how  can  man  succeed,  how  is  progress  possible?  Among  those  who  have 
made  their  mark  in  the  world  how  many  can  be  named  who  have  succeeded 
through  dishonesty?  We  can  scarcely  recall  one,  while  history  bristles 
with  the  names  of  those  who  have  succeeded  in  this  life  and  have  left 
honored  names  behind  them,  and  only  because  they  have  alwa}s  had  for 
their  creed,  "  Honesty  is  the  best  policy." 

Take  the  case  of  a  man  of  the  times,  J.  D.  Rockefeller.  John  is  honest, 
and  John  has  made  good  in  a  material  sense,  and  has  been  a  power  for 
great  good  in  the  world.  How  many  colleges  have  been  endowed  with  a 
lasting  income  by  John's  generosity  ?  Very  many,  and  but  for  him  many 
a  young  man  would  now  have  to  saw  wood  or  tend  store,  or  tack  up  signs 
or  weed  turnips,  that  now  is  enabled  to  study  Greek  and  Hebrew  verbs. 
John  does  not  say  much  about  it,  but  if  it  is  put  to  him  he  will  admit  his 
honesty  miodestly.  Out  of  his  honesty  comes  his  generosity,  which  is 
manifest.      Had    those   five   foolish  virgins  come  to  John  with  their  empty 
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lamps,  they'd  have  got  their  oil  at  cost  even  if  he  had  to  accept  a  railway 
freight  rebate  to  square  tlie  account. 

John  bears  his  burdens  with  Christian  fortitude.  He  said  lately  he  w^as 
but  a  trustee  for  the  people  where  other  greedy  and  dishonest  persons 
would  with  one  per  cent,  of  what  John  holds  in  trust  for  the  people  have 
retired  to  their  dens  to  live  on  it  and  call  it  theirs  !  When  John  wanted 
to  boom  copper,  or  secure  concessions  for  pipe  lines,  or  to  put  rival  con- 
cerns out  of  business  that  would  not  consent  to  a  cut  in  the  price  of  oil,  he 
never  told  the  public  any  lies  and  never  tried  to  corrupt  a  state  legislature. 

What  did  he  do  ?  What  every  successful  upright  business  man  in  the 
world  would  do  ;  he  hired  experts  in  the  various  lines,  paid  them  well,  and 
put  over  them  a  manager  who  understood  his  business. 

Another  phase  of  his  transparent  honesty  is  that  when  he  gives  a  talk  to 
his  Bible  class  he  sometimes  confesses  that  he  is  a  miserable  sinner,  and 
that,  like  that  other  sinful  person,  Paul  of  Tarsus,  the  evil  things  that  he 
would  not,  these  he  does,  and  the  good  things  that  he  would,  these  he 
does  not  ;  and  he  tells  it  all  with  such  engaging  frankness  that  the  whole 
class  earnestly  wish  that  they  also  could  be  miserable  sinners.  And  just 
because  he  is  honest,  the  Giver  of  every  good  and  perfect  gift  has  showered 
more  of  the  blessings  of  God  jpon  him  than  the  whole  fraternity  of  chicken 
thieves,  poker  fiends,  parsons,  pool  sellers,  and  politicians  could  amass  in 
>H  life-time. 
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T.AMAR  CURZE.     By  Bertie  St.  Luz.     New  York  :   R.  F.  Kenoo  &  Co.,  i8  E.  17th 
St.     Cloth  gilt,  $1.00  net. 

This  is  a  story  of  a  beautiful  bad  young  woman  \\ho  stole  the  love  of  the 

husband  of  another  beautiful  but  good  young  woman,  then  changed  herself 

into  a  leopardess  and  bit  the  foolish  husband's  throat  so  badly  that  he  died. 

Well,    I   suppose   that   served   him   right,    because   he   should    have   been 

"  good."      He  had  no  business  to  fall   in  love  with    any  other  w^bman  than 

his  own  dear  wife,  and  more  especially  should    he   have   avoided    one  who 

possessed    the   power  of  changing    herself  into    such   a   ferocious   animal. 

But  how  in   thunder   did    she   doit?      I  have   heard    women    described    as 

"  cats,"  "  old  hens,"  etc.;   and   this  is  bad  enough  ;   but  if  the   process  of 

evolution  is  becoming  so  advanced  as  to  enable    them   to  go   the    ordinary 

domestic  feline  one  better  and  become  at  once  a  leopardess,  a  tigress,  or  a 

lioness,  I  think  it  is  about  time  some  steps  were  taken    to  restrict  the  out- 
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put,  or  it  may  be  that  some  of  us  mere  male  men  mny  awake  one  morning 
to  find  the  wives  of  our  bosom  making'  breakfast  oflF  the  tenderest  and 
most  juicy  portions  of  our  anatomy.  While  "  Tamiar  Curze" — that  is  the 
name  of  the  girl  that  causes  all  the  trouble — succeeded  in  slaughtering 
quite  a  number  oi'  deer  and  then  causes  the  death  of  three  human  beings 
by  her  feline  ferocity,  the  latest  advices  from  R.  F.  Fenno  &  Co.  are  to 
the  effect  that,  though  shot  twice  and  in  a  somewhat  dilapidated  condi- 
tion, she  is  still  at  large  and  scientists  are  hunting  for  a  "  clue."  Miss 
Curze  may  possibly  be  a  Tiger  Mahatmiss. 

Bertie  St.  Luz,  I  judge,  is  about  half  a  century  too  late  to  make  a  liit 
as  an  author.  He  might  have  amused  a  plantation  crowd  in  sla\  er}"  days, 
but,  though  more  than  hinting  that  there  are  scientific  grounds  upon  which 
to  base  his  far-fetched  ideas,  Tamar  Curze  is  not  likely  to  interest  either 
scientists  or  ordinary  readers  of  light  literature.  Witchcraft  and  super- 
stition are  no  longer  able  to  sway  thinking  people.  Those  who  do  read  it 
but  do  not  take  the  trouble  to  think  may  consider  the  book  "  wicked  "  or 
may  fail  to  extract  any  am.usement  from  it.  The  author  calls  it  "  queer," 
"  horribly  strange,"  etc. ,  and  expects  criticism,  condemnation,  and  even 
derision,  and  verily  I  think  he'll  not  be  disappointed.  \Y.  G.  G. 

The  Open  Road.  Official  Organ  of  the  Society  of  the  Universal  Brother- 
hood of  Man.  Published  monthly  at  Griffith,  Lake  Co.,  Ind.  loc;  50c. 
a  year.  Vol.  L,  No.  i  (Sept.),  of  this  new  venture  has  reached  us.  It  is' 
got  up  somewhat  after  the  style  of  Hubbard's  "  Philistine,"  and  its  editor's 
quality  may  be  gauged  from  this  sample  : 

"Where  shall  I  spend  eternity  ?  Where?  Frank. y,  my  children,  I  don't  know, 
and  I  don't  care  a  tinker's  damn  where  I  spend  eternity.  It's  none  of  my  business. 
I  have  naught  to  do  with  eternity  save  that  portion  of  it  I  am  spending  here  and 
now  with  you,  my  comrades  of  the  Open  Road,  in  this  sun-lit  glade.  Eternity  does 
not  worry  me  at  all.   I  am  interested  only  in  the  now  and  here.   In  the  Open  Road." 

There  seems  to  be  an  unlimited  supply  of  aspirants  to  the  honor  of  being 
a  follower  of  Elbert  Hubbard,  and  the  Open  Road  man  is  one  of  the  most 
promising  we  have  seen. 

History  of  the  Christian  Religion  to  the  Year  200.  By  C.  B.  Waite, 
A.M.  It  is  announced  that  a  sixth  edition  of  this  invaluable  work  is  now 
being  issued,  with  the  addition  of  some  new  and  important  matter  to  the 
Appendix.  It  has  been  found  necessary  to  increase  the  price  from  $-;.25  to 
$2.50,  but  it  would  be  a  cheap  work  at  double  the  price.  It  ought  to  have 
an  immense  sale.      Orders  sent  to  us  will   be  filled  at  published  price. 


The  five  writers  to  whose  genius  we  owe  the  first  attempt  at  compre- 
hensive veiw^s  of  history  were  Bolingbroke,  Montesquieu,  Voltaire,  Hume, 
and  Gibbon,  Of  these,  the  first  was  but  a  cold  believer  in  Christianity  if, 
indeed,  he  believed  in  it  at  all  ;  and  the  other  four  were  avowed  and 
notorious  Infidels. — Buckle. 
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Correspondence. 


HORSESHOES  v.    RABBIT   FEET. 
Editor  Secular  Thought. 

Sir, — What  are  the  relative  merits  or  demerits  of  horseshoes  and  rabbit 
feet  as  charms  for  keeping-  off  ghosts,  spooks,  witches,  etc.  ? 

An  acquaintance  of  mine  believes  in  horseshoes,  I  believe  in  rabbit  feet. 

He  says  that  years  ago  he  believed  that  the  idea  that  horseshoes  had 
any  protective  virtue  except  on  horses'  feet  was  a  superstition  ;  but  lately 
he  rented  a  house  which  was  ornamented  with  a  horseshoe  over  the  door, 
and  after  some  hesitation,  he  took  it  down,  and  lo  !  he  became  sick  and 
remained  sick  a  whole  summer. 

Now,  I  have  carried  a  rabbit's  foot  for  the  last  ten  years,  and  in  that 
time  I  have  never  seen  any  ghosts  nor  been  sick  ;  nor,  though  I  have  been 
shot  at  several  times,  have  I  ever  been  wounded  by  a  bullet.  Twice  have 
1  been  held  up  by  road-agents,  but  as  they  never  suspected  my  relationship 
to  John  D.  Rockefeller,  I  got  off  without  damage.  And  that  is  not  all, 
for  whenever  any  sky-pilots  approach  me  to  find  out  the  condition  of  my 
soul,  and  I  tell  them  I  am  all  right  because  I  carry  a  rabbit's  foot,  they 
are  off  and  never  bother  me  any  more,  and  that  alone  is  worth  a  great  deal. 

I  therefore,  while  I  respect  my  friend's  belief  in  horseshoes,  think  that 
rabbit  feet  are  by  far  the  better  in  keeping  a  fellow  out  of  trouble. 

Let  us  hear  your  opinion  on  this  matter,  or  probably  Bro.  Underwood 
would  be  a  better  authority  still,  as,  strictly  speaking,  this  of  course  comes 
under  the  head  of  metaphysic.  Fraternally  yours,        Kickin'G  Mule. 

(We  don't  think  Bro.  Underwood  would  give  an  opinion  on  a  difficult 
matter  like  this  without  a  fee  (paid  in  advance)  of  $5.  We  only  charge  a 
fee  (paid  in  advance)  of  $1,  but  as  we  know  Mr.  Kicking  Mule  is  hard  up 
we'll  give  him  our  opinion  on  this  occasion  free,  gratis,  and  for  nothing — 
that  is,  at  wholesale  cost  price.  We  think  the  evidence  on  both  sides  is 
very  imperfect.  For  instance,  what  was  done  with  the  horseshoe  when  it 
was  taken  from  the  door-lintel  ?  Was  it  removed  to  another  estate,  or 
was  it  buried  on  the  spot  ?  If  the  latter,  would  its  efficacy  not  be  as  great 
as  when  nailed  to  the  cross  (-timber)  'Suul  exposed  to  the  derision  of  every 
unbeliever  ?  Was  it  \exed  and  humiliated  at  being  deposed  ?  Then  the 
rabbit's  foot.  Did  Kicking  Mule  ever  try  a  pig's  foot  ?  or  an  ostrich  foot 
or  feather?  or  a  live  lizard?  or  a  dead  flea?  You  see,  it's  all  a  question 
pt  weight  of  evidence — and  also  of  strength  of  faith.  Vor  instance,  the 
(possibly  absent)  horseshoe  may  have  failed  to  save  the  man  from  sickness, 
but  (being  possibly  present)  it  may  have  saved  him  from  death  ;  the  rabbit 
foot  may  have  saved  the  Kicking  Mule  from  being  robbed,  but  it  evidently 
didn't  save  him  from  being  held  up.  We  suggest  that  Kicking  Mule  give 
each  of  the  feet  we  have  mentioned,  alternately  with  a  rusty  horseshoe,  an 
exhaustive  ten  years'  trial  like  that  he  has  given  lo  his  rabbit  foot,  and 
when  he  has  reported  the  results  to  us  we  will  give  our  final  opinion.] 
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SLEEP  ENOUGH. 

(A  farmer  s  idea  of  everlastvnxj  bliss  in  the  world  to  come.) 

Oh,  I  hate  this  gitten'  up,  gitten'  up,  gitten'  up — 
Oh,  1  hate  this  gitten'  up  wus'n  dirt  I 
I  would  hke  to  He  in  bed  till  the  evenin'  sun  was  red, 
And  if  folks  would  think  me  dead  'twouldn't  hurt. 

I've  been  a  gitten'  up,  gitten'  up,  gitten'  up, 

I've  been  a  gitten'  up,  forty  year, 

Since  I  used  to  live  at  hum,  and  my  father  used  to  come. 

With  his  finger  and  his  thumb  on  my  ear. 

I've  been  a  gitten'  up,  as  I'm  bound,  as  I'm  bound, 

For  I  reckernise  the  fact,  as  I'm  bound. 

Gitten'  up  before  the  fowls,  with  my  eyes  like  hooter  owls. 

When  the  voice  of  duty  yowls,  "  Hustle  round  !  " 

And  I've  hustled  round  an'  sparred,  an'  hustled  round  !  an'  hustled  round 
And  I've  scratched  and  fit,  and  tore  and  hustled  round, 
Till  I'd  like  to  take  a  berth  in  the  cemetery  earth. 
And  just  sleep  for  all  I'm  worth  under  ground. 

I  will  lead  a  righteous  life  !  righteous  life  !  righteous  life  ! 

I  will  lead  a  righteous  life  if  I  bust  ! 

An'  when  Gabriel  sounds  his  trump,  startin'  sinners  on  the  jump, 

I'll  wait  the  final  dump  full  of  trust. 

I  will  go  to  Angel  Gabe,  Angel  Gabe,  Angel  Gabe,. 

I  will  go  to  Angel  Gabe  an'  I'll  say, 

"  Don't  you  go  for  to  salute  !     I'm  a  common  kind  o'  coot  ! 

Just  a  ornery  galoot,  plain  as  hay  ! 

You  don't  need  to  make  no  show  !  make  no  show  !  make  no  show  !. 

You  don't  need  to  put  on  style,  not  for  me  ! 

I  don't  want  no  harp  or  crown,  nor  no  shinin'  golden  gown. 

For  my  taste  is  all  low  down,  like  I  be. 

You  just  put  me  anywheres  !  anywheres  !  anywheres  ! 
So  'tis  somewheres  I  can  sleep,  sleep  to  stay  ! 
Any  shakedown  you  kin  fix,  where  'tis  alius  half-past  six. 
Where  it  gits  to  that  an'  sticks  all  the  day. 

An'  jest  send  a  nigger  kid,  nigger  kid,  nigger  kid, — 
(If  there's  colored  Angels  here,  as  I  'spose)— 
Send  him  twice  a  day  to  shake  at  my  sholder  till  I  wake. 
And  bid  me  make  a  break  for  my  clothes. 

Then  I'll  sort  o'  groan  and  yawn,  groan  and  yawn,  groan  and  yawn.. 

And  I'll  roll  upon  my  back  half  a  turn  ! 

Then  remember  pretty  soon,  reckernise  the  octoroon. 

And  just  tell  that  angel  coon,  '  You  be  durn  !  ' 

Then  I'll  hear  him  crawl  away,  crawl  away  !  crawl  away  ! 

An'  he'l!  tell  me  as  he  goes,  '  Don't  you  stir  ! ' 

Then,  I'll  snuggle  down  just  so, 

Where  tis  sleepy  warm  below. 

An'  a-murmurin'  as  I  go,  '  Thank  you,  Sir.' " 

— Truth  Seeker  (New  York). 
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Watts  &  Co.,  London. 

The  most  valuable  record  of  Freethouglit  progr'e.ss  yet  puljlished. 
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~~^        Men  deceive  tliemselves   m  this,  that  they  think   themselves   free. 
Now,  what  foundation  have  they  for  such  an  opinion  ?    Simply  this  : 


^P  that  they  are  conscious  of  their  actions,  and  ignore  the  causes  that 
^  determine  them.  The  idea  that  men  have  of  their  freedom  comes, 
^  then,  from  this,  that  they  are  ignorant  of  the  cause  of  their  actions  ; 
^^  for  to  say  that  these  depend  on  the  will  is  to  use  a  meaningless  form 
of  words.  —Spinoza. 
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FAITH    AS    EVIDENCE. 


BY    AL'STLV    BIERBOWER. 

II.  [concluded). 
We  need  vio  faith  for  any  purpose  whatever.  What  reason  and  evidence 
cannot  give,  cannot  be  known  at  all  ;  and  when  reason  is  discarded  for 
anything-  else,  the  attainment  of  knowledge  becomes  to  that  extent 
limited.  If  we  do  not  use  all  our  capacity  to  learn,  we  shall  not  get  all 
we  can  ;  and  if  we  use  anything  else  in  learning,  we  shall  so  far  get  error. 
It  is  the  worst  concession  ever  made  to  superstition  to  admit  that  reason 
is  not  adequate  for  man's  purposes,  and  that  he  has  something  else  that 
can  either  supplement  it  or  supplant  it.  In  giving  up  his  reason,  he  gives 
up  the  object  sought.  What  it  cannot  learn  he  must  despair  of  knowing  ; 
and  what  is  "  learned  "  in  other  ways  is  not  truth.  Reason,  as  here 
used,  includes  all  our  means  o\'  knowing  ;  and  faith  is  only  a  torm  oi 
ignorance  and  way  of  keeping  ourselves  in  ignorance.  We  cannot  know 
without  learning,  and  cannot  learn  except  by  using  the  means  of  acquiring 
knowledge. 
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The  word  "  faith  "  may,  indeed,  he  so  defined  as  to  include  some  means 
of  Icarnini^,  such  as  forming-  opinions  on  probahiHties  or  drawing-  probable 
inferences.  But  this  is  only  reason  ;  and,  to  be  legitimate,  must  follow 
the  evidence.  It  is  when  faith  contradicts  evidence,  or  adds  to  it,  that  it 
becomes  a  vice.  To  believe  on  evidence,  or  in  proportion  to  the  evidence, 
or  to  guess  at  facts  when  unknown,  is  not  irrational  :  neither  is  it  faith. 
It  is  simply  using  reason  in  unfavorable  circumstances  The  conditions 
being  wanting  for  full  conviction,  full  conviction  is  withheld.  We  must 
often  decide  when  not  prepared  for  a  decision,  and  act  without  full  know- 
ledge of  the  subject  ;  and  the  be.st  judgment  we  can  then  form  is  only  an 
ordinary  exercise  of  reason  ;  and,  while  this  may  be  called  faith,  it  is  not 
the  faith   here  condemned. 

We  must  for  practical  purposes  often  form  opinions  of  men,  and  we  are 
said  to  have  "  faith  "  in  them,  or  in  some  cause  which  we  espouse.  But 
such  opinion  or  faith,  when  just,  is  founded  on  evidence.  It  does  not 
supplement  reason  or  take  its  place.  It  is  itself  reason  in  exercise.  For 
reason  may  work  on  little  or  on  much  evidence,  and  on  evidence  of  many 
kinds.  It  may  even  infer  the  probabilities  where  there  is  no  e\idence,  in 
which  case  it  can  only  suspend  judgment  ;  although  there  is  rarely  com- 
plete absence  of  evidence.  Something  always  indicates  what  the  facts 
are,  and  reason  alone  can  consider  this.  To  call  our  judgment  faith  when 
the  evidence  is  slight  or  contradictory,  or  when  we  do  not  master  it,  is  only 
to  misapply  terms.  It  is  still  reason,  and  it  becomes  faith  only  when  it 
rejects  the  conclusions  which  such  evidence  warrants,  or  decides  against 
the  proof. 

The  only  way  to  justify  faith  is  to  define  it  as  a  function  of  reason,  that 
is,  to  call  reason  under  some  circumstances  faith.  In  doubtful  matters,  for 
example,  our  judgment  is  scMnetimes  called  faith  ;  and  while  this  use  of  the 
term  may  be  harmless,  the  same  word  used  for  other  processes  not  legiti- 
mate breeds  contusion.  To  justify  "  faith  "  in  the  sense  of  a  procedure 
according  to  evidence,  may  be  taken  to  justify  it  when  making  inferences 
not  according  to  evidence.  Faith  is  thus  indifferently  applied  to  the 
proper  and  to  the  improper  conduct  of  the  mind,  and  the  proper  conduct  is 
made  to  justify  the  improper,  because  oi  the  same  name.  Whenever  faith 
is  different  from  reason,  or  acts  differently,  it  is  a  vice  or  bad  use  of  the 
mind. 

We  have  no  means  oi'  finding  truth  but  reason,  or  the  reasonable 
consideration  of  evidence.  Faith  can  add  nothing,  and  it  can  get  nothing 
in  any  new  way.  What  is  not  got  rationally  is  not  got  at  all.  Those 
who  think  they  arrive  at  truth  by  faith,  or  "  intuition,"  do  not  arrive 
there,  or  else  arrive  by  reason.  While  they  sometimes  fail  to  see  the 
pr.'>cess    o(   reason,  and    so  to    understand    it,  liiat    is   but    inexpcrtness    in 
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psNcholog"}",  not  skill  in  some  other  faculty.  Many  reason  who  cannot  see 
how  they  do  it.  We  understand  but  partly  the  mind's  operations,  and 
much  reasonlaj^  is  done  that  is  not  apparent.  Reasoning  not  understood, 
however,  is  not  faith,  and  the  conclusions  formed  when  we  know  not  how 
we  form  them,  are  not  formed  by  faith  ;  they  are  only  the  product  of 
unrecognized  reason. 

So,  while  we  need  not  quarrel  with  those  who  call  some  of  these 
undetected  processes  of  reason  "  faith,"  we  should  not  regard  them  as 
warranting  conclusions  at  variance  with  the  evidence.  We  have  no  rig'ht 
to  infer  that  they  add  to  reason  or  modify  it.  They  are  simply  the  natural 
and  legitimate  operations  of  reason,  and  their  conclusions  are  the  only  con- 
clusions of  reason.  Reason,  which  works  variously  and  on  many  kinds  of 
e\'idence,  draws  many  kinds  of  conclusions  and  holds  them  with  many 
degrees  of  uncertainty.  There  is  no  need  of  faith  for  this,  or  for  any  assist- 
ance from  faith.  Faith  neither  acts  for  nor  extends  the  province  of  reason. 
It  gets  no  new  truths  or  other  kinds  of  knowledge.  Wherein  it  is  faith  it 
is  only  a  weakness  or  else  an  error — a  mere  dispensing  with  reason  or 
ceasing  to  think. 

There  is  no  such  thing  as  a  "  faculty  of  faith,"  or  peculiar  function  with 
this  name.  Faith  is  only  imbecility  of  thought,  or  else  the  misapplication 
of  a  term.  If  men  do  not  reason,  or  fail  to  reason  well,  it  may  be  called 
faith  ;  but  even  this  is  no  separate  function  of  reason  ;  it  is  only  bad 
thinking  or  lack  of  thinking.  The  supposed  conclusions  drawn  from  faith, 
when  not  representing  mere  vacancy  of  intellect,  are  usually  nothing  but 
assent  to  propositions  made  by  others.  For,  most  believers  do  not  them- 
selves think  ;  they  follow  guides,  as  stated,  and,  instead  of  going  beyond 
reason,  stop  short  of  it,  or  give  up  thinking  altogether.  They  do  not  form 
opinions,  but  adopt  them  ;  and  they  might  as  well  adopt  them  by  a  move- 
ment of  the  hand  as  of  the  mind. 

WTiile  it  is  better  to  trust  people  than  to  be  unduly  suspicious,  it  is  better 
to  be  suspicious  than  unduly  to  trust.  The  only  right  way  is  to  trust  duly, 
and  to  be  duly  suspicious.  That  is,  the  amount  of  trust  should  be  propor- 
tionate to  the  evidence  of  one's  trustworthiness.  Even  in  these  personal 
qualities  it  is  best,  and  is  the  sole  rational  way,  to  form  our  opinions  and 
conduct  on  the  indications  of  the  circumstances.  One  should  no  more 
deceive  himself  in  the  interest  of  others  than  of  himself.  We  owe  nobody 
a  false  opinion,  even  if  a  good  opinion.  Some  things  we  can  always  con- 
cede to  men  until  we  learn  otherwise.  Some  belief  in  one's  reliability  is 
justified  by  our  experience  of  human  nature.  Most  men  are  true,  and  all 
are  naturally  so  when  there  is  no  motive  to  be  otherwise.  The  aggregate 
of  facts  compel   favorable   opinions  here,  and  the  only  rational  course  is  to 
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"trust  "  men  to  this  extent.  It  requires  no  "faith  "  in  them,  no  opinion 
that  is  unfounded,  or  established  ag"ainst  reason  or  the  ev'idence. 

The  husband  may  thus  trust  his  wife  ;  for  it  is  rational.  Men's  experience 
is  that  people  are  i^enerally  faithful  ;  and  the  confidence  which  friends  and 
relatives  give  results  from  wide  observation,  or  the  application  of  reason. 
None  of  the  domestic  virtues  recjuire  faith.  Reason  sufficiently  establishes 
and  justifies  them  None  are  called  on  for  a  baseless  confidence.  Every 
husband  and  wife  has  g'rounds  for  confidence  ;  and  sufficient  confidence  for 
all  i^ood  purposes  may  be  established  on  those  grounds.  When  one  trusts 
beyond  reason  and  ag-ainst  the  evidence,  he  is  generally  deceived.  One 
should  trust,  but  not  trust  too  much.  There  is  a  limit  within  which  the 
evidence  justifies  confidence  ;  and  when  one  trusts  beyond  this,  he  in\ite^ 
a  violation  of  confidence.  People  have  no  more  right  to  be  irration;il  in 
their  family  affairs  than  in  other  matters,  and  there  is  no  occasion  to  be. 
It  is  better  to  have  just  enough  confidence  than  to  have  too  much.  One 
ought  not  to  be  needlessly  fooled.  Men  need  not  go  blindly  where  abun- 
dant light  is  furnished  ;  and  all  have  justification  enough  for  their  confidence 
not  to  require  any  that  is  unwarranted. 

If  one  exceeds  the  proper  limit  of  trust  it  will  not  profit  him.  He  who 
has  enough  will  get  nothing  better  by  having  more  ;  and  men  may  suffer 
from  too  much  as  well  as  from  too  little.  Husbands  and  wives  should 
therefore  trust  each  other  because  there  is  reason  for  trust.  It  would  be 
irrational  not  to  do  so.  They  do  not  trust  in  order  to  be  happy  :  they 
trust  because  the  reasons  compel  them  to.  They  would  be  unhappv  if  thev 
did  not  follow  the  evidences.  People  should  not  discredit  confidence  be- 
cause it  is  sometimes  unwarranted.  One  need  not  be  a  fool  to  believe  in 
h\<  wife.  He  is  usually  a  fool  if  he  does  not.  The  average  man  believes 
because  he  has  evidence  enough  to  compel  belief.  He  requires  no  cultiva- 
tion of  trust  ;  it  is  enough  to  cultivate  sense.  If  all  reasoned  well,  they 
would  generally  have  confidence  in  each  other.  \o  more  trust  is  required 
than  can  be  rationally  indulged. 

So  men  may  trust  the  future,  believing  that  their  business  will  prosper  ; 
but  this  trust  may  be  founded  on  evidence.  He  who  has  more  confidence 
than  his  conduct  justifies,  is  likely  to  be  disappointed.  We  have  succeeded 
hitherto  on  a  certain  amount  of  work,  and  have  seen  others  do  so,  and  we 
can  rationally  conclude  that  it  can  be  done  again.  When  we  are  doing 
the  work  which  brings  success,  it  requires  no  faith  to  believe  we  shall 
succeed.  Our  hope  is  the  result  of  reason,  and  the  only  result  that  is 
rational.  It  not  only  requires  no  faith  but  admits  of  none.  If  one  believes 
that  he  will  succeed  more  than  his  work  warrants,  he  will  likely  be  disap- 
pointed ;  and  such  irrational  faith  has  no  virtue.  A  man  injures  himself 
when  he  trusts  more  than  he  works. 
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Many  fail  to  g-et  what  they  want  because  they  hope  for  it  too  easi!\-. 
Their  expectation  of  g'etting-  it  dispenses  with  their  labor  for  it.  Manv  fail 
by  believing-  they  can  get  something  without  adequate  effort.  Rational 
hope  is  as  essential  as  rational  confidence  or  rational  opinion.  Hope  is 
desirable,  but  not  unfounded  hope.  There  is  sufficient  foundation  for  all 
the  hope  that  we  should  indulge.  Hope  in  itself  is  not  good.  One  who 
expects  too  much  is  as  foolish  as  one  who  believes  too  much.  It  is  important 
to  learn  to  anticipate  ;  and  he  who  disables  his  faculties  for  this  b}-  com- 
pelling- them  to  anticipate  unduly,  or  contrar}-  to  the  indications,  suffers  in 
many  ways.  The  man  who  always  expects  good  weather  is  half  the  time 
disappointed.  It  is  better  to  expect  what  will  come.  He  who  does  not 
hope  rig'ht  cannot  adequately  prepare  for  the  future  ;  and.^  to  base  one's 
hope  on  nothing  is  no  better  than  to  base  his  faith  on  nothing. 

\or  is  it  well  to  found  any  part  of  our  expectations  on  nothing.  W'e 
.should  observe  proportion  in  our  hopes  as  in  our  opinions  and  desires. 
Nowhere  in  life  do  we  need  deception  ;  so  that  we  have  no  occasion  for 
faith  in  order  to  live,  anv  more  than  to  believe.  We  should  form  our  con- 
duct  as  well  as  our  opinions  on  evidence,  and  act  rationally  as  well  as 
think  so.  We  have  no  occasion  ever  to  enjoy  pleasures  that  we  shall  not 
get.  By  doing  so,  we  fail  to  get  some  which  we  might  enjoy.  People  miss 
real  pleasures  who  take  false  ones  ;  and  he  who  expects  too  much  gets  too 
little.  The  man  who  enjoys  in  advance  what  he  will  not  get,  usually  fails 
to  g'et  what  he  might  have.  To  attain  the  proper  ends  of  life  we  must  not 
be  too  happy  without  them.  He  who  feeds  his  happiness  on  error,  misses 
more  important  happiness  in  the  future.  Hope,  to  be  thoroughly  enjoyed, 
must  be  rational.  It  is  not  well  to  have  a  temporary  hope  that  will  turn 
to  a  permanent  disappointment. 

Our  opinions  of  what  will  be  should  be  founded  on  reason  as  much  as  our 
opinions  of  what  has  been  or  of  what  is.  All  opinions  ought  to  be  rational, 
and  we  should  learn  to  indulge  no  other.  To  enjoy  error  is  not  to  qualify 
one's  self  for  happiness,  any  more  than  for  truth.  There  is  no  occasion  to 
believe  the  false  in  the  hereafter  any  more  than  in  the  present  or  the  past. 
A  man  should  be  all  round  true, — honest  in  his  opinions,  his  desires,  and 
his  anticipations.  Faith,  hope  and  love  should  all  be  founded  on  reason, 
and  be  the  pure  result  of  evidence.  W'e  have  no  occasion  to  use  the  bad  ; 
and  the  false  and  misleading  are  always  bad.  The  highest  style  of  man  is 
made  only  by  the  full  exercise  of  integrity  ;  and  integrity  must  be  in 
thought,  desire  and  action,  and  these  should  all  correspond.  One  does  not 
need  error  to  help  any  of  them  along.  Hope  that  is  made  out  of  mistakes 
of  judgment  is  a  false  hope  ;  and  we  need  no  false  hope  when  we  can  have 
so  much  true  hope. 

In   no   respect   is   there  any   gain   from  unjust  judgments.      Man  thinks 
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best,  feels  best  and  acts  best  when  he  thinks  rii^'-ht.  Prosperity  does  not 
follow  mistake  ;  and  while  one  may  g-et  a  temporary  solace  from  the  indul- 
gence ot  an  erroneous  opinion,  it  generall}"  incapacitates  him  for  greater 
enjoyment  in  the  end.  Man  cannot  long^  succeed  on  anything-  but  appro- 
priate conduct.  He  who  indulges  in  false  hopes,  disqualifies  himself  for 
acting  on  legitimate  ones.  He  must  balance  the  probabilities  in  every- 
thing-,  and  consider  all  the  indications.  A  small  mistake  in  judgment  often 
makes  a  great  one  in  practice  ;  and  onid  should  learn  to  be  habitually  •rig'ht 
both  in  opinion  and  in  the  feeling's  and  conduct  founded  on  it.  There  is 
no  place  for  erroneous  judg"ments  ;  but  whenever  faith,  or  any  other  dis- 
turber of  fair  thinkings,  comes  in  to  modify  rational  conclusions,  there  must 
be  somewhere  a  loss. 

9  ... 

The  fact  that  there  are  many  unknown  thmgs  desired,  the  existence  ot 
which  greatly  affects  our  happiness,  may  be  thought  to  require  a  solution 
of  some  problems  which  our  intellig'ence  cannot  g'ive.  Reason  cannot  dis- 
close immortality,  or  prove  the  existence  of  God  ;  it  lays  no  absolute  foun- 
dation for  morality,  and  it  comes  short  in  many  ways  of  satisfying-  our 
desires.  The  question  according^ly  arises  whether  we  have  anything-  else 
to  g'ive  us  lig-ht,  and  whether  by  following-  it  as  a  g-uide  we  may  be  better 
satisfied. 

If  we  had  other  means  of  knowing-  than  we  have,  it  would  of  course  be 
well  to  avail  ourselves  of  them  ;  but  if  we  have  not,  it  is  useless  to  bewail 
our  impotency  or  abandon  what  we  h'i\e.  There  are  many  things  that  we 
want  which  we  have  not,  and  the  fact  of  our  lack  is  no  evidence  that  they 
are  elsewhere.  Man's  desires  are  unlimited,  while  his  capacity  is  not.  He 
can  think  of  almost  anything',  while  he  can  obtain  very  little  ;  and  he  can 
desire  as  much  as  he  thinks  of.  The  fact  that  one  desires  a  thing'  is  no 
evidence  that  he  will  g^et  it  or  that  he  can  g^et  it.  Man  is  mostly  desirous 
of  what  he  cannot  have  ;  and  most  of  his  desires  are  according!}'  never 
realized.  One  rarely  learns  to  desire  any  better  than  to  think  :  and  he 
blunders  in  his  wishes  as  much  as  in  his  acts.  And  when  one  blunders  in 
his  desires  it  is  a  double  misfortune  if  he  blunders  also  in  his  opinions.  To 
want  what  we  cannot  have  is  bad  enoug^h  ;  but  to  believe  we  shall  g'et  it 
produces  a  double  disappointment.  We  should  learn  to  recog'nize  what  we 
cannot  get,  and  not  trouble  ourselves  about  it.  To  be  happy  we  must  learn 
that  we  cannot  have  some  things  that  we  want  ;  and  if  we  cannot  cease  to 
want  them  we  should  at  least  cease  to  expect  them.  It  is  no  better  to 
make  a  mistake  about  what  we  want  than  about  what  we  fear  ;  and  because 
we  desire  something  we  have  no  reason  to  compel  our  judg'ment  to  decide 
that  we  shall  g'et  it.  One  should  not  make  disappointments  for  himself. 
The  wants  of  the  world  ought  not  to  make  the  opinions  of  the  world.  A 
man  should  act  on    his    wants    but  not    believe  on  them.      If  he  could  have 
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what  he  wants  by  believing-  he  has  it,  it  would  indeed  be  an  easy  way  to 
live  ;  but  faith  brings  nothinj^-  into  existence,  and,  besides  fooling-  a  man, 
injures  him. 

While  it  is  rig-ht  to  stand  on  the  brink  of  life  and  look  beyond,  it  is  not 
right  to  say  we  see  anything-  there  we  do  not  see  ;  neither  is  it  right  to 
believe  it  is  more  probable  that  there  is  something  ahead  than  the  evidence 
discloses.  There  are  some  indications  of  a  future  life,  and  we  should  make 
the  most  of  them  ;  but  we  gain  nothing  by  misusing  the  evidences.  If  we 
unduly  weigh  the  indications  of  immortality,  we  cannot  get  their  real  force. 
He  who  falsely  weighs,  cannot  know  the  true  weight  of  anything  :  and 
many  lose  their  hope  of  immortality  by  indulging  in  too  great  expectation 
of  it.  We  should  believe  what  we  have  reason  for  believing  ;  and  if  we 
believe  something  else,  we  lose  the  faith  that  has  a  foundation.  No  man 
will  get  immortality  by  bad  reasoning  in  its  favor.  He  who  inclines  to  an 
opinion  caii  never  establish  that  opinion  even  by  the  ev  idence  w'hich  exists 
for  it.  We  cannot  use  all  the  evidence  we  have  if  we  follow  some  which 
w^e  have  not.  Erroneous  procedure  gets  nothing  for  us  that  is  permanent 
A  badly  reasoned  doctrine  of  immortality  must  soon  be  revised.  Did  we 
draw  only  such  conclusions  as  are  justified  we  should  not  have  to  defend 
them  so  repeatedly. 

It  is  siniilar  with  our  opinion  of  God  and  dut}-.  If  we  cannot  establish 
these  by  good  reasoning,  we  cannot  establish  them  at  all.  Any  faith  or 
other  disturbing  element  that  is  brought  in  to  modify  the  conclusion  which 
reason  draws,  only  gets  us  further  from  the  truth,  and  so  from  what  we 
want.  There  is  reason  for  all  we  need  believe  on  the  subject,  and  if  that 
reason  is  not  sufficiently  assuring,  we  must  hold  the  matter  in  doubt.  Not 
all  great  questions  can  be  settled,  and  we  should  not  deem  it  unfortunate 
to  be  in  uncertainty. 

There  are  too  manj-  things  to  be  known  for  us  to  know  them  all,  and 
some  are  too  great  to  be  known  as  well  as  too  numerous  ;  and  if  some  that 
cannot  be  known  are  very  important,  we  should  appreciate  the  fact  that 
there  are  important  things  for  us  beyond  our  knowledge.  We  need  not 
conclude  that  we  have  nothing  and  shall  have  nothing  except  what  we 
know.  The  greatest  values  we  have,  or  shall  have,  may  be  unknown. 
Our  interests  are  not  all  within  our  knowledge. 

But  while  we  can  bel-eve  there  is  more  for  us  than  we  now  have,  we  need 
not  despair  of  it  if  we  cannot  reduce  it  to  opinion  ;  neither  need  we  have  a 
stronger  opinion  of  it  than  the  evidence  warrants.  There  may  be  immor- 
tality and  a  God,  and  an  absolute  foundation  for  duty,  and  we  not  know  it  : 
but  the  fact  that  it  is  without  our  knowledge  should  not  make  us  conclude 
that  it  can  be  brought  within  our  knowledge.  Some  things  important  to 
us  are  not    onlv    unknown,  but  destined  always  to  remain  unknown.      We 
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must  content  ourselves  with  having-  interests  that  are  not  disclosed  to  us, 
and  that  will  not  be.  There  is  no  evidence  that  we  shall  ever  know  all  that 
concerns  us,  any  more  than  that  we  shall  know  all  that  does  not.  One 
should  learn  not  only  to  live  in  ignorance,  but  to  know  that  he  lives  in 
ignorance  and  to  be  reconciled  to  it.  Life  would  be  poor  indeed  if  it  did 
not  contain  some  things  that  we  do  not  know.  In  fact,  the  unknown  may 
be  the  greatest  part  of  our  interests.  There  are  worlds  which  we  shall 
never  discover,  influences  which  we  shall  never  feel,  destinies  which  we 
shall  never  anticipate.  We  came  from  what  we  are  ignorant  of,  are  sur- 
rounded by  what  we  are  ignorant  of,  and  go  to  what  we  are  ignorant  of. 
We  must  learn  not  to  know,  and  to  recognize  our  impotence  in  the  midst 
of  the  unknown  and  unknowable. 

And  while  we  should  strive  to  learn  when  we  do  not  know,  we  should 
not  flatter  ourselves  that  w^e  know  when  we  do  not.  By  calling  in  faith  to 
g-ive  us  opinions  on  these  unknown  things,  we  neither  learn  them  nor 
better  ourselves  in  our  condition  of  ignorance.  We  ought  not  to  be  im- 
patient in  ignorance  ;  and  our  impatience  should  not  rid  us  of  ig^norance 
by  persuading  us  that  we  know.  We  should  not  believe  we  know  till  we 
do,  but  prefer  ignorance  to  mistake  about  knowledge.  Immortality,  God 
and  duty  are  not  subjects  to  be  settled  by  mistake.  Giving  up  investiga- 
tion does  not  get  us  the  truth  on  such  great  questions.  We  should  be 
content  to  be  ignorant  till  we  know,  and  not  seek  a  short  cut  to  conviction 
by  throwing  overboard  the  evidence.  If  there  are  reasons  enough  to  know 
God,  it  is  our  duty  to  lincl  him  by  reason  ;  and  it  there  are  not,  we  are 
excusable  if  we  do  not  find  him.  God  is  not  to  be  accepted  till  found,  and 
duty  cannot  be  done  till  it  is  known.  There  is  no  place  for  erroneous  pro- 
cedure in  our  greatest  undertakings. 

One  must  learn  in  all  things  to  do  his  duty  when  he  knows  not  all  about 
it.  He  must  learn  to  have  opinions  when  he  cannot  read  satisfactor}-  con- 
clusions. It  is  possible  to  rest  in  probabilities  ;  and  if  God  be  shown 
probable,  the  probability  is  not  worthless  merely  because  it  is  uncertain. 
The  uncertain  things  of  life  constitute  a  great  interest,  and  they  should  not 
be  thrown  away  because  not  fully  known.  Neither  should  they  be  declared 
certainties  that  we  may  use  them.  We  cannot  use  things  better  by  making 
a  mistake  about  them  ;  and  an  error  in  procedure  will  work  one  in  the 
result.  A  belief  in  God  is  not  preferable  to  a  clear  understanding  of  the 
evidence  about  him.  It  is  better  to  know  than  to  conclude  without  know- 
ledge, even  if  it  be  to  know  that  the  evidence  warrants  no  conclusion.  If 
the  student  does  not  know  God,  he  knows  what  indications  there  are  of 
him  :   and  these  are  always  greater  than  the  ignoramus's  God. 

One  has  not  God  who  merely  believes  in  him.  To  have  God  he  must 
have  the  reasons  for  believing.      To  dispense  with    the  evidence    is   to   dis- 
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peiise  with  God,  who  is  no  more  to  us  than  our  reason  for  believing-  in 
him;  and  in  throwing-  away  the  reason,  we  virtually  throw  away  the  Deity. 
He  who  accepts  God  without  knowing  why,  has  only  a  word.  One  cannot 
accept  him  by  merely  making  a  conclusion.  To  conclude  literally  means 
to  stop  thinking-,  or  to  take  the  result  in  lieu  of  the  process  ;  and  they  who 
stop  too  soon,  and  take  the  result  without  going-  through  the  process,  have 
only  thoughtlessness— a  vacancy  of  intellect  ;  and  many  take  their  thought- 
lessness for  the  Deity. 

In  morals,  we  are  said  to  possess  an  advantage  if  we  have  faith  ;  that 
is,  if  we  believe  in  the  absolute  obligations  of  virtue  and  the  certainty  of 
its  reward.  Men  are  thought  more  likely  to  be  good  if  they  think  good- 
ness real  and  profitable.  But  even  here  the  supposed  advantage  does  not 
justify  the  belief.  If  it  is  not  true  that  an  absolute  virtue  exists,  and  that 
it  is  rewarded,  there  is  no  reason  for  believing  that  the  error  will  benefit 
us  ;  while,  if  it  is  true,  there  is  reason  for  the  belief;  so  that  we  need  not 
take  it  on  faith.  The  fact  is  usually  indicated  by  something  within  our 
knowledge. 

There  is  no  ground  for  believing  that  anything  is  true  that  has  no 
evidence  of  its  truth  ;  and  it  is  not  honest  to  say  we  believe  it,  or 
to  force  ourselves  to  believe  it.  Belief  sufficiently  follows  from  the  evi- 
dence, and  needs  no  help  from  the  lack  of  evidence.  If  there  is  an  abso- 
lute morality,  or  anything  in  nature  corresponding  to  our  idea  of  right,  it 
is  more  likely  that  we  would  know  it  than  that  we  would  guess  it  without 
knowledg-e.  The  way  to  form  an  opinion  is  to  weigh  the  evidence,  not  to 
consider  the  value  or  popularity  of  the  opinion.  Good  reasons  exist  for 
believing  in  virtue,  as  for  believing  in  God,  so  that  we  need  not  resort  to 
unreal  ones.  Bad  arguments  ought  never  to  be  used  when  good  ones  are 
not  yet  exhausted.,  To  defend  virtue,  we  should  look  at  the  reasons  for  it, 
not  at  the  lack  of  reasons  ;  whereas  many  would  prove  propositions  other- 
wise than  by  proof. 

Faith  furnishes  no  virtues  different  from  those  furnished  by  reason,  and 
no  additional  ones  ;  and  it  furnishes  no  different  or  additional  motives  to 
virtue.  We  have  reason  enough  for  being  good,  and  all  wrong  is  unreason- 
able as  well  as  unethical.  It  is  unethical  because  unreasonable,  and  con- 
scientious scruples  all  result  from  experiences  of  the  good  and  bad  effects 
of  conduct.  There  is  as  much  evidence  for  what  is  right  as  for  anything 
else  known  ;  and  reason  guides  as  well  in  moral  as  in  other  matters.  A 
virtue  without  a  reason  is  anything  but  a  virtue  ;  whereas  anything  so 
obvious  as  goodness  must  have  evidence.  That  it  is  self-evident  implies 
no  lack  of  evidence,  but  only  inability  to  analyze  the  evidence.  Self-evident 
truths  are  simply  truths  proven  by  much  evidence,  and  they  remain  in  our 
experience  as  convictions  from  forgotten  reasoning. 
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THE  SLOW  ADVANCE  IN   RATIONALISM. 

BY    C.     BOWERMAX,     D.D.  S.,     BEAVEKTOX,     OXT. 

Canada  is  without  a  doubt  priest-ridden.  The  clerg-y  are  in  great  force 
and  strong-ly  entrenched.  They  are  still  a  little  more  learned  than  the 
laitv,  and  their  bold  assurance  seems  to  impress  this  fact  upon  the  masses 
far  more  stronyly  than  the  actual  truth  calls  for.  What  real  proofs  have 
these  spouters,  after  ail,  for  their  metaphysical  assumptions?  None  what- 
ever. These  rest  entirely  on  a  basis  of  hope,  fear,  and  a  too  fertile  imagi- 
nation. Ministers  look  to  the  unlearned  masses  for  a  recognition  of  their 
own  superior  learning  and  ecclesiastical  authority,  and  seldom  fail  to  find 
it  in  the  faces  of  the  great -majority  of  kindly  disposed  but  ignorant  noddle- 
heads.  How  astonished  and  apparently  shocked  they  are  when  occasion- 
ally their  presumptuous  claims  for  reverence  and  adulation  are  not  imme- 
diately recognized — when  the  deference  and  respect  which  they  have  long 
looked  upon  as  their  rightful  and  lawful  due  are  withheld  !  To  be  deprived 
even  momentarily  of  the  things  which  to  them  are  the  very  breath  of  their 
nostrils  is  very  distressing  to  the  poor  dears,  and  they  straightway  begin 
to  fear  that  the  machinery  of  this  old  world  is  going  out  of  gear  somehow. 
The  great  majority  of  people,  even  in  so-called  "  enlightened  "  lands,  have 
only  a  superficial  education,  and  they  reverence  and  half  worship  the  black- 
coated,  white-choketed  gentry  who,  almost  from  time  immemorial,  have 
gone  about  among  them  well-dressed,  smiling,  and  taking  as  no  more  than 
their  just  rights  the  good  things  handed  out  to  them.  Why  should  not 
the  people  (the  ladies  especially)  admire  and  even  adore  these  soft-voiced, 
fat,  sleek  and  good-looking,  beings  so  highly  respected  in  society  ?  Are 
they  not  divines  ?  And  is  not  a  white  choker  the  livery  of  the  Court  of 
Heaven?  Though  these  petted  and  spoilt  society  darlings  are  always 
talking  about  what  a  lot  they  have  to  do,  they  really  have  a  soft  snap.  All 
they  have  to  do  to  attain  popularity  is  to  put  on  fine  raiment  (bought  with 
the  people's  own  money),  speak  in  the  pulpit  about  everlasting-  happiness 
in  a  future  life,  then  still  further  please  the  people  by  going  round  to  their 
houses,  giving  them  the  glad  hand,  and  accepting  with  a  profusion  and 
judicious  admixture  of  thanks  and  praise  the  pies,  cakes,  preserves  and 
other  choice  delicacies  sure  to  be  offered  them  by  their  all  too  ardent  ad- 
mirers, who  regard  them  as  heaven-favored  beings  next-of-kin  to  angels. 
It  never  once  seems  to  occur  to  the  minds  of  the  uneducated  that  the 
present  standing  of  the  ministers  really  rests  upon  the  ignorance,  unchecked 
imagination  and  superstition  of  past  ages — upon  theological  teachings 
based  upon  purely  speculative  and  unreliable  mysticism — and  that  these,  if 
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examined  in  light  from  the  torch  of  reason  or  frorr  the  flambeau  of  science, 
must  at  once  be  repudiated  and  abandoned  by  all  rational  men. 

How  lons^  will  it  be  before  the  people  will   see  that  this  is  true  ?      It  will 
not    be    the    preachers  that   will   enlig'hten  them,  for  nearly  all  of  them  are 
themselves     unaware     of     the     very     slim     foundation     upon     which     the 
towering'    but   complex   superstructure    of   their    relig'ion    is   reared.      The 
crass     ig"norance,    fatuous   arg'uments     and     assumptions     of    ninety-nine 
out    of   a  hundred   preachers,  and  the  indifference  of  the   illiterate  masses 
(who  seem    to  be  quite  satisfied    with   things    as  they  are),   are    enough 
to  make  a  truth-lover  almost  despair   of    the   ultimate   triumph   of   intel- 
lectual  sanity  over  silly   emotionalism,    mystic   and    misleading;    transcen- 
dentalism, and   ecclesiastical   perversion    of   truth.      \'ery  little  real  know- 
ledg'e  and  learning-  have  the  common  people,  even  in  this  civilized  country. 
They  do  very  little  reading",  and  know  almost  nothing'  of  scientific  methods 
of  investigation  and  their  great  importance  in  the  discovery  of  truth.      They 
look  upon  the  clergfy  as  the  greatest  scholars  in  the  land,  when  the  truth  is 
that    more    than    ninety  per  cent,  of  them    are   really    only   half  educated. 
Ministers  study  theology,  it   is    true;   but   the  so-called  "truths"  of  theo- 
logy are  merely  metaphysical  assump(io7is  that  have  never  yet  been  proven, 
and  nev^er  will  be  until  that  da}'  when  science  recognizes  as  positive  entities 
such   things    as    bodiless   spirits   or    ghosts,    and    immaterial    substances. 
Owing  to  this  assumption  of  great   learning  b\'  the  clergy,  and  to  the  fact 
that  they  hold   out    tne  prospect   of  a   life   beyond  the  ^omb  and  a  happy 
home  in  a  beautiful  paradise  awaiting  all   believers  when  they  die — neither 
of  which  can  be  proven — these  social  parasites  have  the  most  of  the  people 
under  their  thumb  ;  and,  in   consequence,  advance  in   rationalism  is  much 
slower  than   many  liberals   suspect  it  is.      By  means  of  centuries  of  eccle- 
siastical teaching,  and  heredity  of  certain  lines  of  thought  through  many 
generations,  Christianity,  notwithstanding  that  it  is  made  up  of  conflicting 
creeds,  is   firmly  established    among  the   ignorant   and    semi-superstitious 
masses  ;   and   such  is  its  opposition   to  all  rational  and   scientific  investiga- 
tion in    religious   matters  that,  if  any   Freethinker  succeeds  in  persuading 
the  editor  'of  any  but  an  agnostic  journal  to  have  an   article  opposing  the 
Bible  or  Christian  dogmas  inserted,  there    are   sure   to   be   some  narrow- 
minded,   almost    superstitious    and    wholly   sanctimonious    Christian    sub- 
scribers, who  take  offence,  and   will    neither  read  such  articles  nor  wait  to 
read  the  replies,  but  will  at  once  notify  the  editor  to  stop  sending  them  the 
paper.      Now,  no  matter  how  honest  and  fair-niinded  an  editor  may  be,  he 
cannot  stand  this.      He   is  forced    by   necessity  (especially  if  he  is  married 
and  has  a  family)  to  look  almost  altogether  to  the  bread-and-butter  side  of 
the  question  ;   two  or  three  experiences  of  this  kind  are  usually  enough  to 
make  him  refuse  to  publish   any  more   articles  of  this  kind,  no  matter  how 
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trufc  and  convincing'  or  how  mild  and  morally  harmless  they  may  be.  Of 
a  certainty  the  press  of  this  country  is  muzzled,  and  there  is  little  or  no 
chance  of  any  full,  fair  and  open  discussion  as  to  the  rationality  of  the 
basis  or  groundwork  on  which  the  Christian  religion  is  built.  The  "  divines  " 
realize  this  fully,  and  find  it  one  of  their  strongest  bulwarks  to  protect  them 
from  attacks  on  their  mediaival  faith,  or  on  what  the  late  Prof.  Henry 
Drummond  stigmatized  as  "  stagnant  doctrines  rotting  in  a  dead  theology." 
This  is  only  one,  but  not  by  any  means  the  least  important  of  the  many 
cowards'  castles  to  which  they  retreat  when  hard  pressed  by  rationalists. 
Xo  one  is  allowed  to  stand  up  in  church  and  criticize  or  refute  the  pulpit 
utterances  of  the  clergy,  and  this  is  another  coward's  castle.  Not  for  even 
dear  truth's  sake  will  editors  of  church  journals  allow  agnostics  the  use  of 
their  columns  in  which  to  ask  fair  and  reasonable  questions  relating  to 
church  doctrines  and  to  the  origin,  authenticity,  etc.,  of  the  Bible.  And 
the  members  of  no  other  society  or  institution  but  the  church  are  allowed 
to  meet  for  any  purpose  and  take  in  money  on  Sunday.  The  sky-pilots 
have,  in  this  respect,  a  complete  monopoly  of  that  day  which  they  still 
ignorantly  call  "  the  Sabbath." 

This  state  of  affairs  cannot,  of  course,  go  on  forever.  There  is  a  slowly- 
rising  tide  against  clericalism  and  ecclesiasticism  which  it  is  to  be  hoped 
will  some  day  be  strong  enough  to  burst  all  barriers,  overwhelm  and  sweep 
away  all  false-bottomed  bulwarks  and  everything  that  is  absurd,  untrue 
and  irrational  in  the  Bible  and  in  Christian  teaching,  though  we  may  not 
ourselves  live  to  see  that  happy  day.  But  to-day  the  priests  still  have  the 
people  hypnotized  to  a  great  extent  ;  and  by  means  of  the  great  numbers 
of  these  servile  sycophants  they  succeed  in  boycotting  and  ostracising  free 
thinkers,  and  in  frowning  down  any  discussion  of  religion  except  that 
between  their  own  conflicting  sects.  Is  this  fair?  Is  it  right?  Is  this 
loyalty  to  truth  ?  Colonel  Ingersoll  was  right  when  he  said  that  nothing 
is  more  valuable  than  true  liberty — liberty  of  thought  and  speech  in  all 
decency.  "  It  is  the  air  of  the  soul,"  he  said,  "  the  sunshine  of  life. 
Without  it  the  world  is  a  prison  and  the  earth  a  perfect  dungeon." 

The  people  have  been  for  so  many  generations  accustomed  to  recognizing 
clergymen  as  essential  to  society  that  rational  thinking  and  truth-seeking 
are  still  almost  universally  looked  upon  with  distrust  and  even  alarm. 
Anything  that  tends  to  radically  interfere  with  the  established  order  oi' 
tilings  is  regarded  with  suspicion  by  the  ignorant  and  superstitious.  To 
them  it  is  almost  sacrileg^e  to  question  the  truth  of  the  Bible.  The  trouble 
is,  it  requires  much  more  than  an  ordinary  public  school  education,  and 
greater  knowledge  than  the  average  individual  possesses,  to  open  his  eyes 
wide  enough    to   see    the   real    truth    unqualified   by   the   distorted  views  of 
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dreamers  and    mystics,  and   to  find  out   how   very,  very  few  of  the  priests' 
statements  can  be  verified. 

There  are,  of  course,  evolutionary  processes  g'oing  on  in  reHg-ion  as  in 
everything-  else,  but  they  are  very  slow.  The  inertia  of  centuries  of 
mediaeval  and  modern  ecclesiasticism  is  hard  to  overcome,  and  the  progress 
of  rational  thought  among  the  masses  is  correspondingly  slow.  I  know- 
many  men  who,  through  education,  science  and  deep  study  have  lost  that 
faith  in  supernatural  teaching  which  their  fathers  and  ancestors  held  ;  but 
the  tentacles  of  the  giant  octopus,  Clericalism,  have  not  yet  loosened  their 
grip  upon  them.  On  account  of  the  great  numbers  of  people  (particularly 
their  own  relatives  and  intimate  friends)  who  still  remain  unemancipated 
and  cling  with  more  or  less  of  real  faith  to  the  old  Bible,  those  who  have 
thus  lost  thier  faith  still  reniain  connected  with  the  church  as  a  matter  of 
business  or  bread-and-butter  policy,  and  to  retain  the  good-will  of  their 
parents  and  church-going  friends.  Thus  they  escape  social  ostracism  and 
ensure  their  success  in  business.  These  obstacles  to  true  liberty  are  very 
real,  and  centuries  may  yet  elapse  before  supernaturalism  will  be  forced  to 
completely  surrender  to  the  attacks  of  science,  reason  and  common-sense. 
That  will  be  a  blessed  era  when  superstitions  and  irrational  beliefs  are  all 
gone  for  ^ood,  to  return  no  more  for  even 
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*'  It  Is  only  by  perfect  freedom  of  debate  that  we  can  hope  to  arrive  at  the 
truth  "  (Patrick  Henry). 

"  Any  human  being,  how^ever  humble  or  liable  to  error,  may  render  an 
essential  service  to  society  by  making,  through  a  whole  lifetime,  a  steady, 
uncompromising,  dispassionate  declaration  of  his  convictions  as  they  are 
matured  "  (Harriet  Martineau). 

"  But  yesterday  thought  was  confined  ; 
To  breathe  it  was  peril  or  death. 

And  it  sank  on  the  breast  where  it  rose  ; 
Now,  free  as  the  midsummer  wind, 
It  sports  its  adventurous  breath. 
And  round  the  wide  universe  goes  ; 
The  mist  and  the  cloud  from  its  pathway  are  curled 
And  glimpses  of  glory  illumine  the  world." 

(Charles  MacKay.) 
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"We  will  speak  out,  we  will  be  heard, 
Though  all  earth's  systems  ci'ack  ; 
We  will  not  bate  a  single  word, 
Nor  take  a  letter  back. 

"We  speak  the  truth,  and   what  care  we 
For  hissing  and  for  scorn, 
Whih'  some  faint  glearaings  we  can  see 
Of  freedom's  coming  morn. 

"  Let  liars  fear,  let  cowards  shrink  ; 
Let  traitors  turn  away  ; 
Whatever  we  have  dared  to  tliink, 

That  dare  we  also  say."  (James  Ilussell  Lowell.) 

"  It  there  be  a  country  where  knowledire  cannot  be  diffused  witiiout 
perils  of  mob-law  and  statute-law  ;  where  speech  is  not  free  ;  .  .  .  .  That 
country  is,  in  all  these  respects,  not  civil,  but  barbarous  "  (Emerson). 

"  Let  us  always  remember  that  he  does  not  really  believe  his  own 
opinions,  who  fears  to  give  free  scope  to  his  opponent  "  (Wendell  Phillips). 

"  Lideed,  no  opinion  or  doctrine,  of  whatever  nature  it  be,  or  whatever 
its  tendency,  ought  to  be  suppressed.  ...  In  the  case  of  its  being  mani- 
festly true  and  of  good  tendency  there  can  he  no  dispute.  Nor  in  the  case 
of  its  being  manifestly  otherwise  ;  for  b}'  the  terms  it  can  mislead  nobody. 
If  its  truth  or  its  tendency  be  dubious,  it  is  clear  that  nothing  can  bring  the 
good  to  light,  or  expose  the  evil,  but  full  and  free  discussion  "  (Prof.  Cooper). 

"  It  is  obvious  that  there  is  no  certa^i  and  universal  rule  for  determining, 
a  priori,  v/hether  an  opinion  be  useful  or  pernicious,  and  that  if  any  person 
be  authorized  to  decide,  unfettered  by  such  a  rule,  that  person  is  a  despot. 
To  decide  what  opinions  shall  be  permitted  and  what  prohibited,  is  to 
choose  opinions  for  the  people  ;  since  they  cannot  adopt  opinions  which 
are  not  suffered  to  be  presented  to  their  minds  "  (Westminster  Review, 
vol.  vi.). 

"  As  our  conscience  forbids  us  to  commit  actions  which  the  conscience 
of  the  savage  allows,  so  the  moral  sense  of  our  successors  will  stigmatize 
as  crimes  those  offences  against  the  intellect  which  are  sanctioned  by  our- 
selves "  (Winwood  Reade  :    "  The  Martydom  of  Man  "). 

"  Such  is  the  beneficent  effect  of  perfect  freedom  of  criticism  :  it  is 
the  breath  of  life  to  science.  Only  in  the  bracing  air  of  scepticism  and 
criticism  can  theories,  the  infants  of  science,  grow  up  to  be  recognized  as 
laws  of  nature  herself.  Every  true  friend  of  science  must  be  the  ad\'ocate 
of  the  most  perfect  freedom  of  speech,  for  without  this  the  progress  o'( 
truth  is  barred,  and  the  evolution  of  man  into  a  higher  state  of  existence  is 
impeded  "  (John  Wilson,  M.A.,  Trinity  College,  Dublin:  "New  Light 
on  Old  Problems,"  cli.  iii.). 

"Does  a  man  speak  foolishly  ?— suffer  him  gladly,  for  you  are  wise. 
Does  he  speak  erroneously  ?— stop  such  a  man's  mouth  with  words  that 
cannot  be  gainsaid.  Does  he  speak  truly  ? — rejoice  in  the  truth  "  (Oliver 
Cromwell). 
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"  Men  are  never  so  likely  to  settle  a  question  rightly  as  when  they  dis- 
cuss it  freely  "  (Macaulay). 

"In  a  free  country  there  is  much  clamor  with  little  suffering-  ;  in  a  des- 
potic state,  there  is  little  complaint,  but  much  suffering  "  (Carnot). 

"  Free  and  fair  discussion  will  ever  be  found  the  firmest  friend  to  truth 
(George  Campbell). 

"Whoever  is  afraid  of  submitting'  any  question,  civil  or  religious,  to 
the  test  of  free  discussion,  is  more  in  love  with  his  own  opinion  than  with 
truth  "     (Bishop  Watson). 

"  And  as  always  happens  when  form  supplants  substance,  frank  discus- 
sion is  feared  lest  the  superficiality  of  belief  should  be  betrayed  "  (J. 
Allanson  Picton). 

"Truth  is  established  by  investigation  and  delay;  Falsehood  prospers 
by  precipitancy  "  (Tacitus). 

"  True  wisdom,  laboring  to  expound,  heareth  others  readily  ;  false  wis- 
dom, sturdy  to  deny,  closeth  up  her  mind  to  arg-ument "  (Tupper  : 
"  Proverbial  Philosophy  oi'  Faith  "). 

"  Toleration  implies  that  a  man  is  to  be  allowed  to  profess  and  maintain 
any  principles  that  he  pleases  ;  not  that  he  should  be  allowed  in  all  cases 
to  act  upon  his  principles,  especially  to  act  upon  them  to  the  injury  ot 
others.  No  limitation  whatever  need  be  put  upon  this  principle  in  the 
case  supposed.  I,  for  one,  am  fully  prepared  to  listen  to  any  arguments 
for  the  propriety  of  theft  or  murder,  or,  if  it  be  possible,  of  immorality  in 
the  abstract.  No  doctrine,  however  well  established,  should  be  protected 
from  discussion.  The  reasons  have  been  already  assigned.  If,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  any  appreciable  number  of  persons  is  inclined  to  advocate 
murder  on  principle,  I  should  wish  them  to  state  their  opinions  openly  and 
fearlessly,  because  I  should  think  that  the  shortest  way  of  exploding  the 
principle  and  of  ascertaining  the  true  causes  of  such  a  perversion  of  the 
moral  sentiment.  Such  a  state  of  things  implies  the  existence  of  evils 
which  cannot  be  really  cured  till  their  cause  is  known,  and  the  shortest 
way  to  discover  the  cause  is  to  give  a  hearing  to  the  alleged  reasons  "  (Sir 
Leslie  Stephen  :   Essay  on  "  Toleration  "). 

"The  liberty  of  expressing  and  publishing  opinions  may  seem  to  fall 
under  a  different  principle,  since  it  belongs  to  that  part  of  the  conduct  of 
an  individual  which  concerns  other  people  ;  but,  being  almost  of  as  much 
importance  as  the  liberty  of  thought  itself,  and  resting  in  great  part  on  the 
same  reasons,  is  practically  inseparable  from  it.  .  .  .  If  the  arguments  of 
the  present  chapter  are  of  any  validity,  there  ought  to  exist  the  fullest 
liberty  of  professing  and  discussing,  as  a  matter  of  ethical  conviction,  any 

doctriiie,  however  immoral  it  may  be  considered If  all   mankind, 

minus  one,  were  of  one  opinion,  and  only  one  person  were  of  the  contrary 
opinion,  mankind  would  be  no  more  justified  in  silencing  that  one  person 
than  he,  if  he  had  the  power,  would  be  justified  in  silencing  mankind  " 
(John  Stuart  Mill  :    "On  Liberty  "). 

"  But  it  is  ever  a  proof  that  the  falsehood  of  a  proposition  is  felt  by 
those  who   use   coercion,  not    reasoning,  to    procure  its  admission  ;   and  a 
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dispassionate  observer  would  feel  himself  more  powerfully  interested  in 
favor  of  a  man  who,  dependint^  on  the  truth  of  his  opinions,  simply  stated 
his  reasons  for  entertaining-  them,  than  in  that  of  his  aggressor  who, 
daringly  avowing  his  unwillingness  or  incapacity  to  answer  them  by  argu- 
ment, proceeded  to  repress  the  energies  and  break  the  spirit  of  their  pro- 
mulgator by  that  torture  and  imprisonment  whose  infliction  he  could 
command  "  (Shelley  :    "  Notes  to  Queen  Mab  "). 

"  Change  is  in  the  air  ;  it  insists  on  re-opening  all  questions  and  asking 
all  institutions,  however  venerable,  by  what  rig'ht  they  exist,  and  whether 
they  are  in  h.armony  with  the  real  or  supposed  rights  of  mankind  "  (Huxley). 

"  The  highest  truth  he  sees  will  the  wise  man  fearlessly  utter,  knowing 
that,  let  what  may  come  of  it,  he  is  thus  playing  his  right  part  in  the 
world,  knowing  that  if  he  can  effect  the  change  he  aims  at,  well  ;  if  not, 
well  also  ;    though  not  so  well  "  (Spencer  :    "  F"irst  Principles,"  p.   123). 

"  Free  investigation  and.discussion  is  the  life  of  knowledge.  Intellectual 
vitality  and  activity  flourish  only  in  an  atiriosphere  uncontaminated  by  in- 
fluences foreign  to  truth  itself.  Proscribed  or  protected  opinions — that  is, 
opinions  that  are  shunned  or  sheltered  for  any  other  reason  than  their  own 
inherent  falsehood  or  truth — are  fatal  to  mental  health  "  (Principal  Caird, 
in  1874). 

"Argument  is,  with  fools,  passion,  vociferation,  or  violence;  with 
statesmen,  a  majority  ;  with  kings,  the  sword  ;  with  fanatics,  denunciation  ; 
with  men  of  sense,  a  sound  reason  "  (Chatfield). 

"  Question  with  firm  speech  all  institutions,  observances,  customs  " 
(Horace  Greeley). 

"  To  become  enlightened,  we  must  have  liberty.  That  alone  suffices  ; 
but  it  must  be  the  liberty  to  use  the  reason  in  regard  to  all  public  matters. 
And  yet  we  hear  on  every  hand  authorities  of  all  kinds  and  degrees  crying-: 
"  Do  not  reason  !  "  (Kant  :  "  Fragment  on  the  Liberty  of  Thought  and  of 
the  Press  '"). 

"He  who  makes  use  of  its  [i.e..  Reason's]  results  to  stifle  his  own 
doubts,  or  to  hamper  the  inquiry  of  others,  is  guilty  of  a  sacrilege  which 
centuries  shall  never  be  able  to  blot  out.  When  the  labors  *and  question- 
ings of  honest  and  brave  men  shall  have  built  up  the  fabric  of  known  truth 
to  a  glory  which  we  in  this  generation  can  neither  hope  for  nor  imagine, 
in  that  pure  aiid  holy  temple  he  shall  have  no  part  nor  lot,  but  his  name 
and  his  works  shall  be  cast  out  into  the  darkness  of  oblivion  forever  " 
(William  Kingdon  Clifford  :    "The  Scientific  Basis  of  Morals  "). 

"  Respect  doubt  for  its  origin.  It  is  an  inevitable  thing.  It  is  not  a 
thing  to  be  crushed.  It  is  a  part  of  man  as  God  made  him.  Heresy  is 
truth  in  the  making,  and  doubt  is  the  prelude  of  knowledge "  (Henry 
Drummond). 

'"  Toleration  only  comes  with  larger  information  "  (Schiller). 

"  For  any  class  of  men  to  take  upon  themselves  to  say  to  the  people, 
'  If  you  think  in  a  manner  which  militates  against  our  ideas  you  niust  not 
express  your  sentiments,'  is  degrading"  (Holyoake). 
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"Truth  without  mystery,  mixture  of  error,  or  tear  of  man"  (Robert 
Owen). 

"Temperate,  sincere,  and  intellij^ent  inquiry  and  discussion  are  only  to 
be  dreaded  by  the  advocates  Ol  error"  (Dr.  James  Rusli). 

"Compulsion  of  opinion  or  of  allei^iaiice  has  at  hist,  let  us  thank  God, 
forever  passed.  The  twentieth-century  man  and  tlie  twentieth-century 
institution,  by  which  we  mean  the  college,  counting  ot  priceless  value  the 
inheritance  from  the  past,  is  hospitable  to  new  truth,  welcomes  tree  dis- 
cussion and  courts  fair  rivalry.  To-day  we  imderstand  that  truth  cannot 
be  served  by  hiding  facts,  and  that  unity  cannot  be  reached  b}  extinguish- 
ing the  eleniental  value  of  the  individual  nor  by  diminishing  antagonism.^  " 
I  President  Hopkins  of  Williams  College,  in  his  Inaugural  of  1902). 

"  If  we  woukl  be  sure  of  the  truth  of  our  opinions,  we  should  make  them 
public.      It  is    by  the  touchstone  of  discussion  that   they  must  be  pioved 
i  Helvetius). 

"  Is  it  not  true  that  Truth  gets  well  if  she  is  run  over  b\  a  locomoti\e. 
while  Error  dies  of  lockjaw  if  she  scratches  her  finger?  I  ne\er  he.ird  ot 
a  mathematician  being  alarmicd  for  the  safety  of  a  demonstratei  propo.-.;'.;.';i, 
and  I  think  that  the  dread  of  discussion  generally  inipJies  feebleness  of 
inward  conviction  "  (Oliver  Wendell  Holmes). 

"  Discussion  is  the  very  bulwark  of  truth — the  only  antagonist  ot  dog- 
matism— the  only  hand-posf  that  points  us  perpetually  along  the  path\\a\ 
of  moderation,  which  is  most  commonly  the  path  of  truth  "'  (j.  D.  Morrel!  : 
*'  History  of  Modern  Philosoph}-  "). 

"  Who  is  the  iiifidei  ?     "Tis  he 
Who  deems  men'.s  minds  should  not  be  free. 
Who'd  veil  truth's  faintest  ray  of  ligiit 
From  breaking  on  the  human  siijht. 
'Tis  he  who  purposes  to  bind 
The  slighte.st  fetter  on  the  mind, 
Who  fears  lest  wreck  and  wrong  be  wrought 
To  leave  man  loo.se  with  his  own  thought  ; 
Who,  in  the  clash  of  brain  with  bi'ain. 
That  wrong  !»ay  win  and  right  may  Hee — 
This  is  thr»  iniiiiel.      Tis  he." 

(Sam  Walter  Foss. ) 

"  Is  it  a  fair  course  to  assist  truth  by  arrogating  to  himself  the  onl}-  free- 
dom of  speech,  and  stopping  the  mouths  of  others  equally  gifted  ?  .  .  h'or 
who  knows  not  that  truth  is  strong,  next  to  the  Almight}-  :  she  needs  no 
policies,  nor  stratagems,  nor  licensings  to  make  her  victorious  ;  those  are 
the  shifts  and  the  defences  that  error  uses  against  her  power  :  give  her  but 
room,  and  do  not  bind  her  when  she  sleeps"  (Milton). 

"  Year  after  year  we  find  each  new  attempt  to  stifle  the  expression  of 
opinion  received  with  an  increased  indignation,  the  sympathy  of  the  people 
immediately  enlisted  on  behalf  of  the  oppressed  teacher,  and  the  work  which 
is  the  object  of  condemnation  elevated  in  public  esteem  otren  to  a  degree 
that  is  far  greater  than  it  deserves"  (Lecky). 
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"  .\s  to  the  e\il  uhicli  results  from  a  censorship,  it  is  impossible  to 
measure  it,  because  it  is  impossible  to  tell  where  it  ends  "  (Hentham). 

"  All  truth  is  sale,  and  nothiui^  else  is  safe  ;  and  he  who  keeps  back  the 
truth  or  withholds  it  from  men,  from  motives  of  expediency,  is  either  a 
coward  or  a  criminal,  or  both  "'  (Max  MuUer). 

"  Better  a  thousand  fold  abuse  ol'  U-qc  speech  than  denial  of  free  speech. 
The  abuse  dies  in  a  da\-,  hut  the  denial  slaxs  the  life  of  the  people  and  en- 
tombs the  hope  of  the  race"  ( Bradlau<4-h). 

"  That  [witnessiui^  a  persecution  for  opinion's  sake]  offended  my  notions 
of  justice  and  liberty,  and  it  led  me  into  a  train  of  thoug"ht,  slow  and  inter- 
mittent,and  not  \et  ended,  by  which  I  was  landed  in  the  belief  that  the  free 
workiny  of  his  reason  (or  \\hate\er  name  we  may  i;ive  to  mental  opera- 
tions—  1  am  not  talkiui,-'  metaphysics)  is  the  most  precious  possession  of  a 
man,  and  that  the  arroi,^ance  which  refuses  him  the  rij^ht  to  expose  its 
uorking's  freeh"  to  his  fellowmen  is  to  be  classed  amoui^"  the  most  dang"erous 
and  deadlv  of  social  disorders  "  (i>ord  Hobhouse,  in  a  Letter  in   1903). 


THE  WOMAN    QUESTION    IN   LOS  ANGELES. 


W'e  have  been  requested  to  publish  the  followiui^ 

"OPEN   LETTER   FROM   WOMEN   WHO   MEAN   BUSINESS:" 

7'(/  //i,i;  I/onorahle,  fh*;  Jioard  of  Police  Coiiiiti.i.xsKinrrs  oj  the  City  0/  Luk  xiugf^lfa  : 

This  open  letter  is  addressed  to  your  honorable  body  by  un,  the  women  wlio 
will  !;;o  to  jail  to-ni,i,fht  in  the  cause  of  ecpia!  rights  <>t'  free  spt^eeh  in  this  city, 
in  tlie  hope  that  our  l)ploved  city  may  be  spared  the  displace  nf  iiirarceiating 
women  in  voui'  lilthy  jail  because  of  an  I'xcreise  of  their  constitutional 
ri,-;-!its. 

The  Socialist  Tarty  has  ap[)eale(l  to  \-ou  in  the  past  to  i;rant  them  the 
privilej^es  of  five  speech  wlicili  you  gr-ant  freely  (too  freely,  it  seenijs  to  us, 
when  vou  give  permits  to  speak  at  high  noon  on  the  main  t  lioroughfar-es)  to 
other  religious  and  political  organizations,  and  our  appeal  has  been  treated 
with  the  contiMupt  which,  we  suj)pose,  you  thought  it  deserved. 

I)  luhtie^s  vou  hid  been  misinforrne  1  regarding  the  (•haractcr  and  purpose 
of  the  Socialist  Party  and  its  memlxM's.  Iiidiculous  stories  have  been  told 
about  us,  and  believed  by  manv  intelligent  peisons  who  had  not  time  or 
enei;gy  to  give  to  a  study  of  our  principles  and  to  a.(iuaint  ing  themselves  with 
till'  cliai'acter  of  our  organization. 

I)Ut  now  vou  lia\'e  seen  that,  in  defying  youi'  absurd  ordinance  in  defending 
our  constitutional  rights,  we,  ha\e  kept  orrler  as  no  other  street  speakers  ever 
ha\e  suceeedeil  in  fining,  and  kept  the  sidewalks  clear.  This  ue  have  done  in 
spite  of  rough  tactics  employed  by  a  few  of  youi-  pati-olmen  (\ery  few,  we  are 
glad  to  state  fo)-  the  credit  of  this  city,  for  Los  Aiig(»les  is  not  yet  Chicago  or 
Coirstantinople). 

We  mav  havt'  won  something  of  your  I'espect  1>\'  keeping  order  under  ditii- 
culties  which  wonhl  have  made  your  patrolmen  despair.  At  least  we  have 
won  the  resjK'ct  of  tlie  public  you  aie  sworn  to  serv<'. 

We    liojie  y(ju    may  l)e    r(!ady  to  co!'rect   ^'(tur  former   error,  and    redeem    our 
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fair  city  from  the  stigma  of  l^eing  almost  the  only  gi-eat  imiiiiciiiality  in  the 
United  States  where  rank  discrimination,  in  the  matter  of  fiee  >;])eeeh,  is 
practised  against  the  -Socialist  Party  and  its  raembei-s. 

We  do  not  want  to  go  to  vour  dirty  jail,  l)ut  we  intein]  to  exercise  our  con- 
stitutional rights,  as  our  comrades  now  contined,  some  of  them  for  more  than 
three  weeks  without  trial,  have  done,  and  we  are  prepared  to  sufier  the  same 
consetjuences  if  we  must. 

But  we  urge  you  to  wipe  the  stain  from  the  fair  name  of  the  Angel  city. 
We  demand  the  release  of  our  boys  who  have  lain  in  your  wretched  jail  so  long. 
We  ask  that  this  persecution  of  the  Socialist  Partv  and  its  members  shall 
cease. 

We  do  not  want  t(;  speak  on  the  crowded  thoi'oughfares,  as  t)thei's  are  per- 
mitted to  do,  for  we  do  not  believe  it  right  to  iiiterfere  or  allow  interference 
with  the  liberties  and  rights  of  any  of  the  citizens.  The  only  noon  meetings 
we  propose  to  hold  will  be  at  Main  and  Raili-oad  streets  and  at  Seventh  east 
of  Central  avenue,  where  tliere  can  be  no  interference  with  any  t)ne's  right-. 
Our  evening  meetings  vvill  be  held  at  Fifth  and  Los  Angeles,  Grand  avenue 
north  of  Seventh,  Winston  east  of  Main,  Eiglitli  east  of  Main,  Hill  north  t>t 
Second — nowhere  where  the  business  of  the  city  would  be  interfered  with. 
These  meetings  will  not  begin  till  '"^  o'clock  and  will  end  before  9  :  30  if  the 
police  will  let  us  alone. 

You  have  absolutelv  nothing  to  fear  from  us,  unless  you  fear  to  have  our 
message  of  delivei-ance  from  the  rule  of  exploitation  and  graft  carried  to  the 
people  on  the  street. 

We  ask  you  for  justi'-e.  fair  play,  and  we  demand  it. 

Dorothy  Johx.s, 
Mrs.  Bertha  ^M.  Dailey, 
INIrs.  Alice  Vail  Holloavay, 

Actinu"  Committee. 


The  three  signei's  went  to  jail  Tuesdav  night,  Julv  7,  together  with  ^Ivs. 
IMargaret  Bacon,  and  the  following  morning  they  were  arraigned  antl  theii- 
trial  set  for  date  between  October  10  and  30  I  The  juilges  intend  to  be  on 
vacation  through  July  and  August.  More  than  three  months  in  jail  for  these 
refined,  hei-oic  women,  for  talking  without  the  permission  of  Roughhouse 
Woodill  and  befoi-e  they  are  e\en  tried  ! 

Let  a  ci'v  of  protest,  in  spoken  and  written  words,  go  to  the  mayor  and  to 
the  papei'S,  from  all  o\er  the  citv  and  county,  till  tlie  jjersecution  ceases  and 
the  women  are  released. 

SECOND    JAIL    SQUAD. 

Saturday  night  a  heroic  effort  will  be  made  to  end  the  tiglit  ijuickly  and 
secure  the  release  of  our  boys  and  girls  in  jail. 

Comrade  W.  G.  Heniy,  who  was  released  on  his  own  recognizance  after 
being  in  jail  three  weeks,  is  organizing  a  jail  squad  of  twenty-five  men  to  go  in 
that  night.  A  plan  for  the  arrests,  in  different  parts  of  the  city,  is  being 
formed.  We  shall  start  from  the  lot  on  Main  street,  between  Seventh  and 
Eighth,  at   7  :  -45  p.  m.,  Friday,  Saturday,  MondaV,  Tuesday,  and   Wednesday. 

Any  one  who  has  the  courage  to  join  the  jail  squads  can  talk  with  Comrade 
Henry  at  the  heailquarters,  814  S.  Main  street,  any  evening  from  7  to  8. 

Who  will  help  get  our  women  out  of  jail? 
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The  Canadian  Electrons. 

The  elections  tor  the  Dominion  Parliament  are  to  be  held  on 
the  26th  of  October,  and  the  canvassing'  of  the  aspirants  for 
Parliamentary  honors  has  been  enlivened  b\-  a  verv  unusual 
amount  o\  mud-sling'ino-.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say,  perhaps, 
that  no  Canadian  Government  since  Confederation  has  o-iven 
so  niany  openings  tor  attacks  as  has  the  Laurier  Government. 
Though  it  gained  office  b\"  denouncing"  the  extravagance  of  a 
precedingCxovernment  which  was  spending"  nearly  $40,000,000 
a  year,  it  has  increased  that  expenditure  nearlv  four-fold,  while 
"graft  ""  of  the  most  outrageous  t\pe  has  marked  manv  of  its 
leading"  transactions.  This,  of  course,  is  onh"  what  we  might 
liave  expected  as  an  outcome  of  the  dismissal  of  the  late  Audi- 
tor-General, who  refused  to  be  a  party  to  such  transactions  ; 
and  it  the  voters  of  Canada  were  not  ]arg"elv  debased  partisans 
;ind  emhr}0  grafters,  thev  would  "turn  the  rascals  out"  with- 
out a  moments  hesitation. 

But  when  the  question  arises,  Who  shall  we  elect  in  their 
places?  we  are  C(~>nfroiUed  wiih  the  fact  that  there  is  hardl\-  a 
solitary  politician  in  the  held  whose  fame  is  not  smirched  by 
association  with  some  more  i">r  less  discreditable  transaction  ; 
and  it  is  not  improbable  that,  if  we  chaiige  oiu"  "rulers,"  we 
may  "jump  out  of  the  fr\ing-pan  intc^  the  hre."  The  only 
solution  we  can  see  is,  to  turn  out  the  present  ofHce-holders 
(most  ot  whom  seem  to  ha\ e  comfortablv  feathere^l,  not  only 
their  own  nests,  but  also  those  of  their  friends),  in  the  hope 
that  among  their  successors  mav  be  found  at  least  a  few  men 
of  integrity  and  coin"age  who  will  do  somethings  to  raise  the 
standard  of  political  honor.  This  ma}'  be  a  forlorn  hope,  but 
in  no  other  direction  do  we  see  even  a  spark  of  hope  for  better 
thing's. 
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Will  the  Anglicans   Become  Christian  Scientists? 

When  the  preachers  meet  in  their  annual  conterences,  synods 
and  what  nots,  and  begin  "talking- shop,"  we  generally  obtain 
a  o-ood  insio-ht  into  the  mercenar\-  side  ot  their  business.  At 
the  Ottawa  Anglican  Svnod  a  resolution  was  presented  calling 
for  the  administration  o{  oil  and  prayer  to  the  sick  ;  and  the 
discussion  of  the  proposal  disclosed  the  fact  tluit  man}-  of  the 
preachers  were  feeling  the  competition  or  tlie  Christian 
Scientists  in  the  faith-healing  business,  and  wished  to  give 
faith-healing  a  trial  in  the  Anglican  Church.  Though  a 
majorit\-  o{  the  preachers  were  in  favor  ot  ic,  the  motion  \\-as 
lost  by  the  lay  vote. 

Canon  Scott,  in  presenting  the  motion,  very  naturally  tried 
to  defend  it  from  a  suspicion  that  it  was  introducing  a  Romish 
rite,  "  the  sacrament  of  extreme  unction.'"  The  Romanists, 
he  said,  had  erred  during  the  last  thousand  years  in  holding- 
the  doctrine  that  the  anointing  was  for  the  forgiveness  of  sin^-. 
whereas  orio^inallv  the  anointinjjf  was  for  the  restoration  of 
health.  This  truth,  which  the  church  had  neglected,  was  what 
the  Christian  Scientists  were  groping  after.  We  should  just 
reverse  this,  and  sav  that  the  Christian  Scientists  are  making 
a  huge  financial  success  out  of  the  alleged  "truths'"  that  the 
Anglicans  are  proposing  to  adopt  in  order  to  imitate  the  finan- 
cial success  of  their  rivals. 

Archdeacon  Timms^  of  Calgary,  cited  a  case  in  which  the 
child  of  the  Bishop  of  Moosonee  had  been  cured  by  anointing, 
which  had  been  performed,  not  by  a  clergyman,  but  by  an  In- 
dian layman.  Canon  Codv,  of  Toronto,  however,  discreetly 
advised  the  Synod  not  to  tie  its  hands  w'lth  too  much  definition 
on  the  question  of  divine  healing  ;  and  Rev,  Graham,  of  Nel- 
son, B.C.,  with  keener  business  instinct,  advised  his  brethren 
not  to  antagonize  the  medical  trades  union,  as  the  Christian 
Scientists  had  done,  by  competing  with  them  in  business. 

Another  view  was  put  forward  by  Mr.  jennetson,  ot  New 
Glasgow,  N.S.,  who  reminded  the  Synod  that  the  faith  cure 
would  not  always  succeed  (for  instance,  in  the  case  ot  a  broken 
leg(,and  if  a  patient  died  people  would  say  it  was  superstition. 
Mr.  Jennetson  evidently  has  not  studied  this  subject  to  much 
purpose,  or  he  Piould  know  that,  among  Catholics  as  well  as 
among  Christian.  Scientists,  one  alleged  successful  faith,  cure 
will  be  remembered  when  a  million  failures  are  forgotten. 
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F'roni  ail  ot  which  it  is  manifest  that  the  chief  if  not  the  sole 
motive  at  the  bottom  of  tlie  action  ot  the  Ang'licans  is  a  mer- 
cenary one.  With  them,  it  is  not  a  question  as  to  whether  the 
thing"  is  right  or  wn^ng-,  Biblical  or  heretical,  but  simply:  Will 
it  pay  ?  Should  we  gain  more  by  adopting-  it  than  we  should 
lose  by  antagonizing'  the  doctors  ?  They  haven't  even  as  much 
courag-e,  or  gall,  or  faith  as  have  Christian  Scientists,  Spirit- 
ualists, or  Theosophists. 


The  Tof^oxto  School   Board  and   Education. 

The  Toronto  School  Board,  likeever\'  other  official  body  in 
this  land  of  graft,  has  grown  into  an  immense  money-spending- 
institution.  Its  proceedings  have  long  ceased  to  have  an}' 
connection  with  improved  educational  methods,  and  have  de- 
generated into  little  else  than  a  series  of  bear-g-arden  squabbles 
over  contracts  for  purchasing  lands,  erecting  buildings,  ap- 
pointing inspectors  and  other  officials,  and  innumerable  ex- 
penditures that  are  rapidh  niaking  the  School  Board  one  ot 
the  most  expensive  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  unsatisfactor\- 
departments  c>f  our  civic  life. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  vast  expenditure  of  mone\- 
must  be  made  if  the  education  of  the  rising  g-eneration  is  to  be 
carried  on  efficiently  ;  but  with  all  its  present  expenditure,  no 
hint  has  yet  been  given  by  the  School  Board  of  an\-  satisfactory 
or  comprehensive  scheme  of  training  that  is  at  all  likely  to  aid 
in  the  production  of  a  better  t\pe  oi  citizen,  phwsically  or 
mental]}-,  than  we  possessed  before  public  education  was  com- 
menced. 

One  of  the  latest  schemes  of  the  Board  is  the  building  of  a 
Technical  Hig^h  School,  at  a  cost  which  must  ultimately  reach 
nearly  a  million  dollars.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Control  a  proposition  of  the  School  Board  was  presented  asking 
for  the  land  to  be  purchased  at  once.  But,  as  the  Ma}'or  said, 
it  would  be  foolish  to  comply  with  such  a  request  without  some 
inquir}-,  for  the  Board  seemed  to  change  its  mind  every  few 
days.  The  onl}-  justification  for  such  extravagance  is  the 
statement  that  some  cities  in  the  States  have  spent  larger 
sums  on  similar  buildings. 

Another  piece  of  extravagance  is  that  of  giving  the  Chief 
Inspector  and  fort}-three  of  the  school  teachers  a  trip  to  I^ng- 
land  at  a  cost  of  about  $14,000  ;   and   the  last    is  the  appoint- 
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ment  of  a  Medical  Inspector  (ov  the  schools  at  a  salar\-  of 
$3,500  per  annum.  The  Toronto  Medical  Health  Officer 
thinks  such  an  appointment  is  probably  an  illeg-al  one,  and 
most  likel\-  he  is  rigiit.  The  whole  of  the  prc^ceeding's  of  the 
School  Board,  indeed,  seem  to  take  on  the  character  of  a 
strug"g"le  either  for  jobs  for  members  of  the  Board  itself,  or  for 
extravao-ant  building-  and  suppl\-  contracts  for  friends,  ou.t  of 
which  it  is  oni}-  reasonable  to  suppose  there  must  be  consider- 
able "graft"  for  some  of  the  members. 

Trustee  Tvliss  Martin  made  the  remark  that  at  least  10,000 
of  the  children  attending-  the  pub'ic  schools  of  Toronto  were 
insufficient!}"  ted,  and  \\  e  venture  to  sug"g-est  that  instead  of 
sc]uandering'  probably  over  a  million  dollars  over  a  technical 
hig-h  school,  and  other  extra\ag-ant  expenditin-es  upon  t\pe- 
writers,  pianos,  and  materials  for  bepuzzling-  the  brains  of  the 
poor  underfed  children,  some  attempt  shc^uld  be  made  to  g-et 
their  bodies  into  a  health\-  and  v  gorous  condition.  Ph\-sical 
training-  is  a  thing-  which  can  easily  be  overdone  with  both 
children  and  adults  ;  but  if  one-fourth  of  the  children  are 
underfed,  it  is  certain  that  no  good  can  be  done  b\-  trxinjj-  to 
fill  their  brains  with  "book-learning-."  We  are  strong-lv  of 
opinion  that  the  primary  requisites  in  all  education  are  g-ood 
sanitar}'  conditions.  Ever\"  school  should  be  provided  with 
ample  swimming-  baths  and  gymnasium.s,  to  be  used  with  dis- 
cretion under  proper  medical  reg-ulation.  And  ever\-  school 
should  have  an  ample  kitchen  and  dining'-room,  so  that  every 
child  should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  protected  ag-ain.st  parental 
neglect  or  incompetence. 


Attempted   Revival  c>f  Puritanism. 

While  at  the  Anglican  S}-nod  in  Toronto,  Hon.  S.  H. 
Blake  and  Archdeacon  Timms  were  calling  each  other  ugly 
names,  and  showing"  how  they  have  each  "  deliberatelv  falsi- 
fied "  facts  in  order  to  mislead  people  as  to  the  true  position 
of  the  missionary  cause  in  the  new  districts  of  Canada,  the 
Anglican  Synod  at  Ottawa  were  wranghng-  over  the  rovalties 
on  their  new  hymn-book,  and  passing  resolutions  appointing 
a  week  of  prayer,  urging  a  stricter  c^bservance  of  the  Sunday 
laws  and  co-operation  with  the  Lords  Day  Alliance,  and  pro- 
posing to  re-institute  the  obligation  of  church  members  giving 
one-tenth  of  their  incomes  to  the  church. 
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Mr.  Lansiiio-  Lewis,  of  Montreal,  said  he  had  found  the 
people  of  Ottawa  a  unit  in  opposition  to  the  Sunday  business. 
It  was  a  preposterous  thing  to  propose  the  reading'  of  a  sermon 
to  a  tami]\-  on  a  hot  Sunda\',  and  he  would  refuse  to  do  it. 
The  children  would  kick  at  such  a  practice  ;  but  Judge  Fitz- 
gerald, of  Charlottetown,  P.E.I.,  said  he  always  held  family- 
prayer  at  his  watering-place  in  the  summer. 

Naturally  enough,  the  Synod  endorsed  the  Puritanical  reso- 
lutions ;  and  also  one  urging  that  every  family  should  restrict 
its  comtorts  and  freedom  on  Sundav,  so  that  the  servants 
might  have  a  day's  freedom  also.  If  all  the  preachers  would 
do  this,  there  might  not  be  so  much  objection  to  the  regula- 
tion, but  in  all  ages  the  priest  has  alwa\s  been  the  privileged 
man  who  is  allowed  to  break  the  law. 

Parents  were  also  requested  not  to  take  their  children  into 
the  country  during  the  summer,  as  such  a  practice  had  a  very 
deniuralizing  effect  upon  them.  It  is  clear  that  these  reckless 
greedy  vampires  care  nothing  for  the  health  and  development 
of  the  bodies  of  the  children  so  long  as  the}-  can  dominate  the 
budding  minds.  And  parents  w^ere  doubh-  impressed  with  the 
importance  of  avoiding-  summer  resorts  where  Sunday  services 
were  not  held.  They  can't  worship  their  god,  of  course,  if  a 
trade  union  priest  is  not  present  to  show  them  how  to  do  it. 

'*  li  wishes  were  horses  beggars  might  ride,"  it  is  said;  and 
if  the  combination  of  the  various  Protestant  sects,  headed  b\ 
the  Lord's  Day  Alliance,  had  their  will,  these  white-chokered, 
black-coated  parasites  nouJd  ride  rough-shod  over  our  liber- 
ties. Their  resolutions,  however,  we  hope  will  chiefly  serve 
the  purpose  of  exposing  their  sinister  intentions. 


Thk  Salvation  Army's  Swp:at-shoi'  "  Salvation." 

A  correspondent  sends  us  the  following  extract  from  an 
Hnglish  journal,  which  gives  a  faint  idea  of  the  sweat-shop 
system  carried  on  by  the  Salvation  Army  under  the  pretence 
of  elevating  the  "  submerged  "  classes.  We  have  jiLst  received 
Mr.  John  Manson's  pamphlet,  "  The  Salvation  Armv  and  the 
Public,  "  which  contains  an  exhaustive  inquirv  into  the  work 
and  methods  of  the  big  begging  institution,  and  we  intend  to 
issue  in  Secular  Thought  a  concise  summary  of  this  work, 
ot   which  the  Mclhodist  Tivics  sav-s  : 
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"  It  ought  to  receive  an  effective  reply  on  every  account It  is  a  well- 
written  book.  ...  It  is  certain  to  do  a  great  deal  of  damage  to  the  popularity 
of  the  Army  unless  it  receives  an  effective  reply." 

When  it  is  understood  that  Mr.  Manson's  indictment  of  the 
Army  is  based  ahnost  entirely  upon  the  official  documents  and 
statements  issued  by  the  Army  itself,  it  will  not  seem  strange 
that  the  only  effective  reply  so  far  made  has  been  that  oi  com- 
plete silence.  The  Army  is  like  the  French  Guard — it  may 
die,  but  it  will  never  surrender,  for  to  admit  that  it  had  been 
lyino-  would  mean   sudden  death  for  it  : 

ALLEGED  SWEATING   OF  JOINERS   BY  THE  SALVATION  ARMY. 

Some  exceptionally  strong  statements  were  made  on  Wednesday  night,  May 
27,  at  the  Caxton  Hall,  Westminster,  regarding  the  conduct  of  the  Salvation 
Army  joinery  woi-ks  in  London.  The  occasion  was  a  meeting  called  bv  the 
London  District  Committee  of  the  Amalgamated  Society  of  Carpenters  and 
Joiners  to  protest  against  alleged  sweating  at  these  works. 

Mr.  Will  Thorne,  M.P.,  who  telegraphed  regi'etting  his  inability  to  preside, 
said  "  Hope  SalvatAon  Army  will  soon  be  wiped  out,  and  all  such  sweating 
organizations." 

Mr.  G.  Kebbell,  a  London  solicitor,  wrote  :  "  William  Booth  is  simply  and 
purely  a  trading  philanthropist,  and  on    a  colossal  scale." 

Mr.  S.  Stennett,  secretary  of  the  Carpenters  and  Joiners'  Society,  quoted 
many  figures  with  the  objeet  of  showing  that  the  men  employed  by  the  Army 
were  paid  sweated  wages,  and  asked  if  there  was  any  valid  reason  why  the 
Salvation  Army  should  ask  a  man,  because  he  was  destitute,  to  make  for  2s.  what 
any  other  builder  would  have  to  pay  10s.  for.  It  was  simply  scandalous  that 
the  Army  should  recruit  from  poor  individuals  on  the  Embankment,  find  out 
their  capacity  for  work,  and  then  rob  and  sweat  them.  He  would  give  the 
Army  credit  that  when  they  worked  men  overtime  they  paid  them  time  and  a 
quarter — they  credited  the  men  with  threepence  an  hour.  (Laughter.)  That 
was  not  all.  Three  weeks  before  and  two  weeks  after  the  Salvation  Army 
self-denial  week  the  men  did  not  receive  a  penny  piece.      ("Shame  !  ") 

A  resolution  was  passed  denouncing  "the  threefold  system  of  sweating,, 
truck  payment,  and  under-selling  said  to  be  practised  by  the  Salvation  Ai-my 
at  Hanbury  Street  joinery  works,"  and  calling  for  its  immediate  abolition,  and 
demanding  a  full  and  public  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  institution  It 
was  decided  to  hold  an  open-air  demonstration  on  the  subject. 

The  inquiry  into  this  Hanbury  Street  Joinery  Works  scan- 
dal forms  one  of  the  most  telling  chapters  of  Mr.  Manson's 
book.  No  wonder,  when  "General"  Booth  visited  Japan,  he 
refused  to  receive  the  editor  of  the  J'apan  C/tro?izc/e,  who  had 
read  Mr.  Manson's  book  and  wished  to  ask  some  questions 
about  it.      Of  this  episode  the  editor  says  : 

Despite  the  opinioo  of  leading  newspapers  and  religious  organs  that  this 
book  called  for  aii  an&wer ...  ao  attempt  has  been  made  to  refute  ^h\  Man- 
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son's  indictment The  advisers  of  "General"  Booth    may   consider  that 

they  have  done  wisely  in  refusing-  to  allow  us  to  interview  their  respected 
leader,  but  the  inference  to  be  di-avvn  by  every  fair-minded  man  from  this 
absolute  and  autocratic  refusal  to  permit  "  the  other  side  of  the  question  "  to 
be  investiijated  is  creditable  neither  to  the  "General  "  nor  his  advisers. 


"  The   Missionary  at  Work." 

The  Eastern  Woi'ld  is  a  weekly  newspaper  published  at 
Yokohama,  and  frequently  gfives  its  readers  some  pung-ent 
criticisms  upon  the  relig^ious  fakers  who  bring-  their  Western 
religion  alternately  into  contempt  and  hatred  by  their  uncul- 
tured folly  and  overbearing  presumption.  Here  is  a  short 
editorial  from  a  recent  issue  (August  29)  : 

"THE  MISSIONARY  CROWD  RUBBING  IT  IN. 

"  Not  content  with  issuing  periodical  bulletins  about  the  alleged-to-be-pious 
humbug  at  Karui-zawa,  the  missionaries,  those  drones  of  hard-working  foreign 
communities  in  Japan,  are  now  rubbing  it  in  by  publishing  the  discovery  in 
local  contemporaries  of  another  '  beautiful,  restful  and  generally  delightful 
seaside  rescjrt  '  with  'a  little  pin' -covered  bluf}'.'  Lots  of  us  know  delightful 
seaside  and  other  resorts,  and  would  very  much  like  to  spend  a  two  or  three 
months'  holiday  at  them.  Then  after  a  couple  of  years'  arduous  '  work'  in  the 
alleged  vineyard  of  the  Lord  they  would  like  to  '  bi'eak  down  '  and  go  home 
tirst-class  on  a  year's  holiday  on  full  salary,  fares  and  all  expenses  paid,  like 
those  long-faced  pious  humbugs  the  missionaries.  The  trouble  is,  they  can't 
find  thrt  necessary  number  of  fools  for  the  purpose,  and  if  they  could  they 
would  not  take  advantage  of  them  and  pick  their  pockets  with  bibles,  hymnbooks 
and  similar  spiritual  burglars'  tools.'' 

Q>\\  every  ground,  the  whole  missionary  business  is  so  bare- 
faced a  fraud  that  it  seems  wonderful  that  it  maintains  a  hold 
upon  the  pious  folk  who  supply  the  funds  to  carry  it  on.  Like 
other  social,  political,  and  theolog'ical  superstitions  that 
dominate  the  uneducated  mentalities  of  the  masses,  it  seems  to 
have  acquired  the  status  of  an  inherited  instinct,  and,  in  spite 
of  its  manifest  failure  and  the  immense  mischief  it  has  wroug-ht, 
both  at  home  and  among-  "  the  heathen  "  it  is  supposed  to 
benefit,  it  will  require  g-enerations  of  education  on  rational 
lines  to  completely  eradicate  it.  Possibly  its  final  overthrow 
will  come  about  through  the  active  resentment  of  "the 
heathen,"  who  will  refuse  any  long-er  to  permit  their  people 
to  be  hocussed  and  degraded  b)  hypocritical  adventurers  and 
pretended  benefactors,  whose  real  motive  is  seen  to  be  similar 
10  that  of  the  native  priests. 
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The  Japanese   in   Korea. 

The  same  number  of  the  Eastern  World  contains  also  an 
editorial  article  on  the  conquest  and  occupation  of  Korea  by 
the  Japanese,  in  which  it  says  : 

'•  We  Imve  lung  ceaseiJ  lo  believe  in  a  God  whrj  can  stand  bv  in  alleged  om- 
nipotence, and  yet  calm!}- view  the  blood  of  his  creatures  deluge  an  unfortinate 
country,  but  there  is  in  history  a  retributive  justice  which,  if  it  sometimes  does 
not  reach  the  individual,  always  punishes  the  crimes  of  n.ations.  It  was  a 
crime  for  England  to  stand  by  and  see  her  friend  and  ally  nuii'der  Koreans  by 
the  thousand  ;  and  it  is  a  crime  for  her  to  stand  by  in  cowardly  inactivity  while 
the  ruthless  slaughter  is  still    going   on.      Yerily,  the  blood  of   those  thousands 

of  victims is   on    the    hands    of    England    too,  and  some  day  she  will  be 

called  upon  to  answer  for  it Is  Englantl  leduced  to  sucli  -traits  th-it  she 

iias  to  pay  for  a  worthless  strip  of  paper  with  her  honor  ?  Ai^e  the  execiitioners 
who  slaughtered  those  12,000  Koreans  to  be  the  props  of  her  Indian  Empiie  ? 
We  hope  not.  If  they  are,  England  might  pave  the  seas  with  Drf^aduinnjhU. 
They  would  be  no  more  than  hridyes  for  her  enemies  to  walk  over,  foi'  the 
spirit  that  alone  could  make  them  huhrurk!^  would  be  dead." 

At  this  distance,  it  is  refreshing-  to  hear  the  comments  of  a 
presumably  impartial  critic  upon  our  imperial  policy,  though 
it  is  somewhat  depressing  to  find,  mixed  with  a  bold  repudia- 
tion of  an  old  theological  dogma,  so  much  of  political  super- 
stition. We  need  not  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  justifia- 
bility of  Japan's  conquest  of  Korea  ;  but  to  describe  the  treat\- 
between  Britain  and  Japan  as  "a  worthless  bit  of  paper"  is 
to  strike  at  the  roots  of  all  international  intercourse  and  to  cut 
away  all  basis  for  a  pretence  even  of  universal  agreement  in 
the  interests  of  peace  or  civilization. 


Retribution  for   National  Crime. 

When,  however,  our  friend  assures  us  that  "  there  is  a  re- 
tributive justice  which  ....  always  punishes  the  crimes  of 
nations,"  we  find  ourselves  up  against  the  old  superstition  in 
another  form.  "  The  mills  of  the  gods  grind  slowh-,  but  they 
grind  exceeding  small,"  is  an  ancient  way  of  putting  it.  But 
the  aphorism  depends  for  its  validity  entirely  upon  the  defini- 
tion of  the  term  "  crimes."  What  is  a  national  crime  ?  "  The 
king  can  do  no  wrong,"  was  once  the  court  lawyer's  way  of 
defending  the  king-'s  misdeeds.  "The  nation  can  do  no 
wrong,"  is  the  present-day  way  of  defending  tyrannical  laws. 
But  if  every  nation  were  to  be  punished  for  its  alleged  crimes,, 
how  many  nations  would  exist  to-day  ? 
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We  are  all  apt  to  judtre  such  matters  from  a  very  restricted 
and  sectarian  standpoint  ;  but  it  is  very  plain  that  what  may 
be  looked  upon  as  a  crime  in  one  age  may  have  appeared  at 
the  time  of  its  occurrence  as  an  entirel}'  justifiable  action. 
AVhat  we  should  look  upon  as  bloodthirsty  assassination  in 
one  country,  may  be  a  justifiable  necessity  in  another. 

The  Massacre  of  St.  Bartholomew  seems  to-day  (to  most  of 
us,  at  least)  to  have  been  a  bloody  crime  ;  but,  apart  from  the 
fact  that  there  were  many  inciting  causes,  it  was  regarbed  by 
the  Catholic  peoples  at  the  time  of  its  occurrence,  as  both  jus- 
tifiable and  necessary  ;  it  was  lauded  by  the  Pope  ;  and  even 
to-day  finds  many  apolog-ists. 

Where  are  the  Irish  Nationalists  to-day  who  do  not  anathe- 
matize the  shades  of  Cromwell  while  they  gloat  over  the 
massacre  of  the  garrison  of  Enniskillen  under  a  safe  conduct  ? 

We  are  horrified  at  the  alleged  atrocities  of  Turks  and 
Russians,  and  sympathize  with  the  sufferings  of  Jews  and 
Christians  under  the  lash  of  their  oppressors  ;  forgetting,  it 
may  be,  the  scores  these  atrocities  have  wiped  out  ;  and 
oblivious,  it  may  be,  of  the  fact  that  many  among  our  own 
Western  Christians  would,  had  they  the  power,  wipe  out  the 
whole  rrce  of  Hebrews  in  one  universal  St.  Bartholomew. 

The  Age  of  Brute  Force  may  have  passed  for  some,  but  it 
is  stillrthe  dominating  factor  in  human  life  for  the  great  mass 
of  the  race  ;  and,  much  as  we  may  deplore  it,  so  it  will  con- 
tinue until  men  become  intelligent  enough  to  see  that  true 
self-interest  demands  a  larger  measure  of  tolerance  for  other 
men's  opinions  and  their  methods  of  attaining  happiness  and 
prosperity. 

Imaginary  National  Crimes. 

Where  shall  we  look  for  examples  of  national  retributive 
justice  ?  It  will  hardly  do  crudely  to  recite,  as  the  Christians 
commonly  do,  a  list  of  the  nations  that  have  disappeared— 
because  they  "  neglected  God,"  a  god  whom  they  had  never 
heard  of,  or  ran  after  "  false  gods,"  or  for  some  other  fanciful 
sin.  To  have  a  good  example,  we  must  know  the  crimes  for 
which  a  certain  nation  was  wiped  out,  and  to  be  valid,  the 
avenging  nations  should  also  be  shown  to  be  free  fsom  tkose 
crimes.  But  the  records  of  historv  fail  to  show  us  a  nation 
unblemished  by  the  vilest  crimes,  or  an  empire  founded  on  the 
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ruins  of  others  except  by  the  aid  of  treachery  and  bloodshed 
and  violence,  often  of  the  most  bestial  character.  A  success- 
ful rebel  or  freebooter  has  often  become  a  patriotic  king". 

The  one  fact  that  stands  out  above  all  others  is  this — that  in 
succession  all  the  nations  of  antiquity  have  disappeared,  some 
of  them  completely  obliterated  by  their  conquerors.  The  dia- 
bolical instructions  given  by  Jehovah  to  the  Jews  to  "  utterlv 
destroy  every  living-  thing,  man,  woman,  and  sucking-  babe, 
cattle  and  horses,"  etc.,  seems  to  have  been  the  ordinar\-  pro- 
cedure with  the  most  savage  conquerors,  so  that  vast  territories 
once  the  seat  of  flourishing-  populations  are  now  arid  deserts. 
But  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  there  was  crime  on  one  side 
rather  than  on  the  other.  Timur,  Attila  and  Genghis  have 
been  called  the  "scourges  of  God,"  but  if  they  were,  the  fact 
would  only  confirm  our  view  that  the  true  god  of  the  Chris- 
tians is  the  Devil. 

Though  Genghis  Khan  is  reputed  to  have  slaughtered  four 
and  a-half  millions  of  people  in  his  great  campaign,  his  plan 
of  dealing  with  the  vanquished  was  a  great  improvement  on 
Jehovah's.  First,  the  able-bodied  men  could  join  his  arm\-  as 
fighting  men  or  were  ruthlessly  slaughtered  ;  then  the  voung 
and  good-looking-  women  were  divided  among  his  soldiers  as 
wives  ;  and  finallx',  the  weaklings  and  children  were  allowed 
to  return  to  their  ruined  homes  to  starve  or  live  as  thev  best 
could. 

In  our  own  day  many  events  have  been  described  as  "  na- 
tional crimes,"  for  which  Heaven's  dire  vengeance  will  surely 
fall  upon  us  ;  but  ideas  of  this  sort  seem  chiefly  formed  upon 
a  very  limited  acquaintance  with  facts,  aided  by  a  large  share 
of  personal  bias  and  partisan  feeling.  It  is  a  part  of  this 
same  kind  of  superstition  that  causes  every  crank  and  every 
sect  to  describe  the  abuse  or  foible  or  practice  it  seeks  to  do 
away  with  as  a  "  national  crime."  It  is  a  national  crime  to  make 
any  arrangement  with  whiskv-sellers  ;  it  is  a  national  crime  to 
allow  people  to  indulge  in  innocent  recreations  on  Sunday  ; 
and  it  would  become  a  national  crime  to  cook  a  dinner  on  the 
parson's  field-day  were  not  eating  and  drinking  a  luxury  the 
preacher  refuses  to  forego  even  for  twent}-four  hours. 

It  has  been  aptly  said  that  to  make  a  mistake  is  the  greatest 
of  political  crimes  as  well  as  the  one  unpardonable  sin  of  a 
military  genius,  involving  as  it  often  does  the  lives  and  for- 
tunes of  thousands  or  even  millions  of  people.      But,  viewed 
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from  any  standpoint,  if  what  are  described  as  national  crimes 
were  invariably  punished,  the  human  race  must  long-  ere  this 
have  followed  Sodom  and  Gomorrah.  We  must  abolish  such 
childish  superstition  before  we  can  take  rational  \iewsof  public 
affairs. 


Real  National  Crimes. 

That  there  are  national  crimes — crimes  actively  sanctioned 
or  passively  submitted  to  by  the  whole  people — and  that  these 
crimes  inevitably  bring"  their  own  punishment,  we  need  not 
doubt.  When  proposing"  to  raise  a  loan,  a  Government  is 
sometimes  charged  with  committing-  a  national  crime  by  bur- 
dening unborn  g"enerations.  But  if  the  money  raised  is  well 
spent,  the  future  will  be  benefited  and  should  bear  part  of  the 
cost  ;  and  if  paying"  cash  and  overtaxing"  the  present  or  doing 
without  needed  improvements  would  impair  the  efficiency  and 
credit  of  the  future,  then  doubly  bound  would  it  be  to  pay  a 
part  of  the  money  raised.  From  such  a  point  of  view,  the 
financial  arrangements  of  an  apparently  extravagant  Govern- 
ment might  be  judged  to  be  wise  and  patriotic  rather  than 
criminal. 

In  Canada,  as  it  seems  to  us,  we  have  seen  some  gigantic 
national  crimes  committed  during  the  past  generation,  and  it 
is  a  strange  thing  that,  while  a  man  like  Goldwin  Smith  can 
find  no  end  of  alleged  crimes  committed  by  Britain  all  over 
the  world,  like  the  missionary  fakers  he  has  hardly  a  word  to 
say  about  the  political  crimes  committed  at  his  own  doors. 

Gigantic  frauds  have  been  perpetrated  by  political  tricksters 
and  corruptionists  ;  great  public  works  have  been  carried  on 
with  every  accompaniment  of  graft  and  treachery  to  the  public 
weal  ;  millionaires  have  been  made  by  immense  grants  of  the 
mineral  and  agricultural  lands  and  timber  limits  to  favored 
partisans  at  nominal  prices,  and  by  excessive  Customs  and 
Excise  duties  ;  and  the  country  is  taxed  almost  to  the  limit  of 
endurance  to  pay  for  an  arm)-  of  public  officials  that  rivals  that 
of  France  in  its  worst  bureaucratic  times,  when  every  voter 
was  an  office-holder.  These  are  all  crimes  the  people  will  have 
to  expiate  in  many  years  of  heavy  taxation  and  moral  deg-ene- 
rac}-.  But  they  are  crimes  the  origin  and  the  results  of  which 
may  be  seen  as  plainly  as  those  of  a  burglary. 

Then  there  is  the  crime  of  selling  this  country  to  the  Pope, 
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the  end  of  which  can  only  faintly  be  guessed  at.  Our  Premier 
openly  told  his  Catholic  followers  in  Quebec  that  he  had  made 
Quebec  the  g-reatest  Province  and  the  pivot  of  power  in  the 
Dominion,  and  this  after  having  unconstitutionally  given  the 
Catholic  hierarchy  a  free  hand  in  the  two  new  Provinces  of 
Alberta  and  Saskatchewan.  But  he  "tempered  the  wind  to 
the  shorn  lamb  "  by  appealing'  to  the  Catholic  bishops  not  to 
be  too  exacting  in  their  dealing^s  with  the  Protestant  minority  ! 
It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  ultimately  this  crime  ma)-  have 
to  be  expiated  in  a  disastrous  civil  war,  unless  circumstances 
should  arise  which  are  at  present  totally  unforeseen. 

These  events  are  unlike  these  other  crimes— the  slaughter 
of  Filipinos  by  the  Americans,  of  East  African  negroes  by  the 
Germans,  of  Koreans  by  the  Japanese,  and  of  Tonquinese  by 
the  French,  or  the  atrocities  of  Belgians  in  the  Congo,  and  so 
on.  It  is  said  that  seven  years  after  Rome  had  been  sacked 
by  Attila's  hordes  a  traveller  could  hardly  have  found  a  trace 
oi  the  disaster.  The  city  had  resumed  its  old  magnificence 
and  luxury.  When  the  evil  days  have  passed  away,  such  is 
the  recuperative  power  of  the  human  race  and  such  its  inherent 
joyousness,  that  disasters  are  quickly  forg-otten  and  the  tyrant 
and  traitor  forgiven. 

And  so  it  will  be  with  Canada.  When  she  has  tided  over 
the  possibly  long  period  of  oppressive  taxation  needed  to  wipe 
off  the  scores  of  her  present  reckless  extravagance,  when  she 
has  healed  the  w^ounds  arising-  from  her  religious  strife,  and 
has  finally  put  the  priesthood  away  from  all  control  of  public 
affairs  and  the  grafter  where  he  properly  belongs — in  the  jail, 
— then  she  will    become  a  happ)-  and  a  prosperous  people. 

What  are  theologians  good  for?  A  fool  after  repeating  every  piece  of 
scholastic  nonsense  for  two  years,  receives  his  cap  and  bells  with  cere- 
mony, and  struts  and  decides  on  every  subject  ;  and  it  is  this  school  of 
Bedlam  which  leads  to  honors  and  riches;  what  can  be  said  to  it? 
Thomas  and  Bonaventure  have  their  altars,  and  they  who  have  invented, 
the  plow,  the  saw,  and  the  plane  are  not  even  remembered  ! — Voltaire. 

An  army  chaplain  was  one  day  preaching  to  a  congregation  of  Irish 
militiamen.  The  chaplain  had  a  histrionic  turn  and  delivered  his  discourses 
with  much  vehemence.  On  this  occasion  he  preached  on  the  text  : 
"  Who  will  go  up  with  me  to  Ramoth  Gilead  and  conquer?  "  and  after 
three  repetitions,  followed  by  a  long  pause,  he  was  astonished  to  hear  a 
voice  answer  :  "  Begob,  thin,  yer  rivirence,  if  all  thim  cowardly  thaves 
is  hanging  back,  I'll  go  wid  ye  meself. " 
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THOUGHTS  OF  A  THINKER. 

BV    T.     DUGAX,    ALBANY,     X.Y. 

:o: — — 

THE  WAR  IN  HEAVEN. 
I. 
When  a  child,  I  was  taug-ht  to  believe  there  was  a  war  in  heaven — that 
one  of  the  ang-els,  named  Lucifer,  conceived  the  idea  of  dethroning-  God 
and  usurping  his  place,  just  as  we  know  men  do  here  upon  the  earth.  But, 
liow  comes  it  that  such  a  phenomenon  could  occur  where  God  is  represented 
as  residing-?  Where  did  those  angfels  come  from?  They  say  that  God 
existed  from  all  eternity,  anid  that  nothing-  existed  but  God,  previous  to 
6,000  years  ag-o,  when  he  made  the  heavens  and  the  earth.  Now,  if  nothing; 
existed  but  God  previous  to  that  time,  where  did  the  material  come  from 
with  which  he  formed  what  they  term  the  heavens  and  the  earth  and  all  they 
contain  ?  for  this  material  is  a  substance  and  it  could  not  come  from 
nothing. 

Previous  to  the  alleg-ed  creation  there  is  nothing-  said  about  angels  good 
or  bad  ;  tiiat  was  an  after-thought,  for  they  had  to  trump  up  some  kind  of 
a  story  to  account  for  good  and  evil,  in  order  to  establish  something  to 
.'found  a  temptation  upoa,  for  without  a  tempter  there  could  be  no  tempta- 
tion. The  tempter  was  named  Lucifer,  and  was  represented  as  an  angel 
who  rebelled  against  his  master  God.  The  whole  affair  is  a  story  got  up 
•  by  the  priestly  class  to  gull  the  people,  and  was  handed  down  from  genera- 
tion to  generation  to  the  present  time,  eventually  involving  various  other 
selfish  principles  in  order  to  buttress  it  more  firmly.  The  king  and  all 
secular  rulers  require  it  in  order  to  fortify  their  positions,  for  their  positions 
are  also  based  upon  fraud,  and  one  fraud  helps  the  other.  Our  politicians 
require  it  to  support  their  cause,  our  business  men  to  secure  the  trade  of 
the  believers,  and  so  on  to  the  end  of  the  line.  If  you  doubt  what  the  Mob 
believe,  you  incur  their  enmity.  If  you  coincide  with  them,  or  pretend  to 
belie\e  as  they  do,  you  acquire  their  approval  and  their  support,  but  all 
was  first  attained  by  the  authority  of  the  medicine-man,  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  years  ago,  when  the  then  savages  were  intellectually  far  inferior 
even  to  the  lowest  savage  of  the  present  day.  So  you  see  that  all  this  came 
around  by  natural  deveilopment,  and  progressed  as  man  progressed  until 
■we  see  it  as  it  is  in  our  own  day. 

The  Christianity  of  to-day  is  not  the  Christianity  of  a  hundred  years  ago, 
nor  even  fifty  years  ago,  and  a  hundred  years  hence  it  will  not  be  what  it 
is  to-day.  All  of  which  only  proves  that  as  man  advances  in  knowledge, 
his  religion  will  also  advance.      So  this  battle  in   heaven  between  God  and 
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Lucifer  is  merely  a  personification  of  a  natural  phenomenon — which  means 
the  strife  between  the  so-called  i;-ood  principle  in  nature  and  the  evil  prin- 
ciple in  nature,  whereas  there  are  really  no  such  principles  at  all,  hut  eternal 
chang-e  according-  to  natural  law — in  other  w^ords.  Evolution. 

Those  babv  stories  representing-  ang"els  as  like  men  and  women  furnished 
with  wing-s,  etc.,  remind  me  of  such  stories  as  are  told  to  children  about 
Santa  Claus,  fairies,  etc. — stories  to  humor  the  infant  mind  and  amuse  it. 
To  tell  such  stories  as  the  truth,  however,  is  where  the  evil  comes  in  :  for 
what  is  not  true  is  a  lie,  and  lies  always  lead  to  that  which  is  not  g-ood. 

Those  men  called  theologians  are  men  just  like  ourselves — thev  are  pro- 
duced just  as  we  are  produced  ;  and  no  man  has  ever  seen  an  object  issuing 
from  the  clouds  to  alig-ht  upon  one  of  them  to  convey  to  us  that  they  were 
especially  selected  to  assume  any  authority  over  us  either  physical!}-  or 
mentally.  The  authority  they  assume  to  have  has  been  bestowed  upon 
them  in  a  school  called  a  the<jl()yica1  univer.nty,  which  institution  is  an  out- 
come from  man  himself,  to  lord  it  over  all  other  men  outside  of  its  particu- 
lar class.  Xo  power  from  the  clouds,  or  anywhere  else  outside  of  man 
himself,  established  such  institutions — they  are  a  creation  from  the  brains 
of  those  who  are  bent  upon  deceiving;  their  fe!low-men. 

We  see  men  striving"  for  that  which  will  enrich  them  at  other  men's 
expense.  Those  who  have  millions  of  dollars  are  not  satisfied — they  want 
more.  So  it  is  in  everything-  else — men  are  never  satisfied — they  are  con- 
tinuallv  and  continuously  craving' for  more.  Those  who  follow  the  priestly 
occupation  are  no  exception — all  men  are  alike,  but  in  different  degrees. 
From  the  worst  to  the  best  is  similar  to  a  chain — every  one  being-  simply  a 
connecting  link,  from  the  very  lowest  to  the  highest.  The  lower  yoi:  g-o, 
the  ruder  the  chain  niay  be,  and  it  is  from  the  rude  first  link  of  the  chain 
that  religion  began.  To  judge  what  a  religion  is,  you  must  follow  it  back- 
ward and  find  out  how  it  began,  and  compare  the  condition  of  the  human 
mind  at  that  early  period  with  what  it  is  at  present.  You  will  then  find 
that  there  was  no  divinity  from  which  it  was  produced,  but  the  direct  con- 
trary. In  other  words,  it  was  produced  by  fear  and  ignorance,  combined 
with  the  selfishness  inherent  in  man  himself,  which  selfishness  yet  controls 
the  human  mind  in  diff'erent  degrees  only. 

This  assertion  of  the  church  in  reference  to  a  war  in  heaven  had  to  be 
invented  in  order  to  account  for  the  presence  of  what  they  term  ''  good  '" 
and  "evil."  This  pretended  strife  for  the  souls  of  men,  women,  and 
children  is  a  priestly  invention,  and  existed  among  the  ancient  pagans,  and 
it  was  from  them  the  modern  pagans  derived  it  ;  for  in  the  ancient  theology 
it  is  also  related  that  there  was  a  war  in  heaven — that  Jupiter,  the  God  of 
the  ancient  world,  won  the  battle,  and  overthrew  his  opponents  by  hurling 
at  them  rocks  as   large   as   mountains,      hi  Persia,  the  sun-worshippers  in 
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their  scriptures  have  a  similar  tale.  They  refer  to  a  battle  in  heaven 
between  Ormuzd  and  Ahriman,  which  Orniuzd  v>on.  In  India  you  will 
find  the  same,  and  all  these  are  thousands  of  years  older  than  Christianity. 
Now,  how  came  it  that  such  a  similarity  exists  between  these  different 
people  ?  Simply  because  the  people  of  these  countries  were  orig-inally  one 
people — they  are  all  the  offsprinj^f  of  the  Indo-European  race,  and  wherever 
they  emii»-rated  the}-  carried  with  them  their  relig-ion  and  their  lang-uag-e, 
for  every  European  language  and  relig^ion  sprang  from  that  ancient  people, 
who  orig-iiially  came  from  Central  Asia,  as  has  been  demonstrated  by 
archaeologists. 

{To  he  conti)/ued.) 


WHEN  I  CAN  SPELL  AS  GOOD  AS  YOU. 


Dear  father  : 

No  more  need  you  be 
ashamed  of  or  displeezed  with  me, 
and  no  more  need  you  on  me  frown 
as  oft  you  do  when  I  fall  down  ; 
Not  'cos  I  can't  subtract  or  add, 
but  just  becos  my  spelling's  bad. 
You  know,  pa,  when  I  took  exams, 
it  s  kawsed  nie  manny  silent  Kwams 
to  think  the  hie  marks  that  I  got 
in  other  studies  went  for  not. 
My  reading's  good,  my  riting's  fare, 
can't  beet  my  grammar  anywhare. 
Arithmetic,  jeografy-, 
and  my  deportment,  you'll  agree, 
are  not  so  bad,  but  mite  be  wurse  ; 
but  it's  my  spelling's  been  my  curse. 


I  got  my  verbs  and  pronouns  strate  ; 

I  know  how,  too,  to  punctuate, 

tbo  I'm  not  making  an  excuse  ; 

If  one  can  spell,  why  what's  the  use  ? 

But  O  deer  dad,  I  heard  to-nite 

that  soon  all  wurds  will  be  spelled  rite. 

No  more  when  you  see  how  I  spel, 

will  you  s^'  things  it  hurts  to  tell. 

and  you'll  not  be  inclined  to  say 

words  that  you  ortn't  anyway. 

Our  spelling,  dad,  you'll  be  surprised, 

is  soon  to  be  Karneggyized  ; 

then  you'll  be  prowd,  and  I  will,  too, 

for  I  will  spell  as  good  as  you. 

So,  now,  pa,  that  my  letter's  dun 

I'll  sign  myself 

Your  loviny   sun. 


-George  Thornton  Edwards,  in  the  July   Centuiy. 


The  vicar  of  St.  John's^  Gainsborough  (the  Rev.  F.  'W'.  Hutchinson)  has 
been  telling  his  parishioners  one  of  the  funny  incidents  he  had  known,  and 
which  occurred  recently.  The  scholars  were  asked  to  give  an  account  of 
the  translation  of  the  prophet  Elijah  to  heaven,  and  one  boy  wrote  : 
"  Elijah,  the  prophet,  was  carried  into  heaven  in  a  whirlwind,  and  the 
children  stood  and  cried,  '  Go  up,  thou  bald  head  !  Go  up,  thou  bald 
head  1 '  and  before  he  went  up   he  divided  the  Red  Sea." 

.\  bishop  emplo\ed  one  of  his  brothers  in  the  designing  and  erection  of 
a  fine  house.  When  the  house  was  completed,  the  bishop  was  well 
pleased  with  it,  but  when  the  architect's  bill  was  presented  to  him  he  was 
not  so  well  pleased.  "  My  good  brother  architect,"  he  said,  "don't  you 
think  that  your  charges  are  too  high  ?  The  yearly  salaries  of  many  of  my 
curates  don't  equal  the  amount  of  this  bill  of  yours."  "  Very  likely  not," 
the  architect  replied.  '*  But  I  am  not  a  curate,  hut  a  bishop  among 
architects." 
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A  KNIGHT  OF  THE   HOLY  GHOST.     A  Novel        By  Edith  Searle  Gross.nan. 
London  :  Watts  &  Co.,  17  Joh.isoii's  Court,  Fleet  Street,  E.C      $1.50. 

I  WONDER  if  authors  who  are  capable  of  producinj^  g-ood  readable  matier, 
written  with  the  clearh-implied  purpose  of  assisting-  a  worthy  cause,  will 
ever  learn  that  by  setting-  their  heroes  and  heroines  upon  a  too  lofty  pedes- 
tal they  invite  ridicule,  and  alienate  the  sympathies  of  thoughtful  readers 
whose  conversion  they  mig-ht  have  secured  by  a  more  moderate  method. 

Edith  Searle  Grossman  has  produced  a  very  readable  novel  with  a  \erv 
outlandish  title,  "A  Knig-ht  of  the  Holy  Ghost."  The  book  is  written  in 
the  interest  of  woman's  rig;hts,  and  is  a  strong-  plea  ag-ainst  what  certainly 
was  an  outrag-eous  state  of  affairs.  Hermione  Carlisle,  the  heroine,  is  a 
beautiful  and  accomplished  woman  married  to  a  brutal  and  dissipated 
tyrant,  Bradley  Carlisle,  who  causes  the  death  of  one  of  the  children,  drives 
his  wife  insane,  and  is  an  aitog-ether  bad  man.  Such  men  are  certainlv 
very  rare.  Hermione,  ov)  the  other  hand,  is  perhaps  a  trifle  too  g-ood,  and 
it  seems  to  us  that  the  chief  fault,  and  one  for  which  there  is  no  ledeniption 
by  any  conceivable  leg-al  enactment,  was  committed  when  a  couple  so  totally 
unsuited  to  each  other  allowed  themselves  to  become  man  and  wife. 

When  Hermione  becomes  frenzied  with  g-rief  she  runs  away  and  is  taken 
in  a  state  of  insanity  to  a  hospital,  where  she  is  cared  for  bv  an  eminent 
physician  who  knew  and  attended  her  as  a  child.  The  doctor,  who  is  now 
a  widower,  seems  not  to  have  met  his  affinity  in  the  wife  whom  he  married 
and  subsequently  buried.  He  resto.es  Mrs.  Carlisle  to  health  and  beauty, 
and  takes  her  to  his  home.  Here  they  live  and  love,  confess  their  love  for 
each  other,  kiss,  embrace,  and  g-ive  every  outward  manifestation  of  phxsical 
attraction,  so  that  even  their  best  friends  thoug-ht  they  were  pretty  seriously 
compromised.  But  no,  friends  and  enemies  alike  were  all  wrong-.  It  was 
simply  spiritual  or  soul  love,  such  as  gross  or  even  ordinary  minds  do  not 
understand.  But  they  became  aware  that  Mrs.  Grundy  was  saying-  things, 
and  so  Hermion%  decided  to  g-o  out  into  the  world  and  earn  her  own  living-. 
Much  against  her  lover's  will — and  no  wonder — she  went.  She  became  an 
actress,  an  authoress,  a  lecturer,  and  finally  the  founder  of  a  "  community," 
and  fought  the  battle  of  woman's  rights. 

Dr.  Earle,  who  departed  this  life  before  the  establishment  of  the  com- 
munity, left  Hermione  a  handsome  property,  which  had  enabled  her  to 
attain  to  considerable  success,  and  things  were  going  along  pretty  well 
until  Bradley  Carlisle  discovered  that  his  wife  was  living  and  had  property, 
when  by  invoking  the  aid  of  the  law  he  seized  her  property  and  obtained, 
the  order  of  the  court  compelling  her  to  return  to  his  "bed  and  board. '^ 
Rather  than  submit  she  committed  suicide. 

Now,  I  am  heartily  in  sympathy  with  the  movement  to  remedy  such  a 
state  of  things,  and  sincerely  hope  that  the  forceful  and  vivid  presentation 
of  Hermione's  troubles  will  enlist  the  public  sympathy  in  favor  of  securing 
justice  for  women.      But  I  cannot  believe  any  useful  purpose  will  be  served 
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by  pictu'ing-  Dr.  Earle  and  Mrs.  Carlisle  as  abnormal  types  o^  humanity. 
ii  is  a  common  mistake  of  reformers,  many  of  whom  seem  to  think  that 
the  nati.iral  desires  which  come  from  the  intimate  association  of  men  and 
women  are  sinful  and  must  be  suppressed.  Some,  indeed,  contend  that 
sexual  intercourse  is  wrongs  except  when  it  is  the  desire  and  intention  of 
both  parties  to  beget  oflfspring,  and  that  indulgence  without  such  intention 
degrades  the  participants  below  the  level  of  the  inferior  animals.  I  have 
no  patience  with  such  an  idea.  The  fact  that  men  and  women  are  becom- 
ing sufficiently  educated  to  avoid  the  production  of  undesired  offspring  is 
an  evidence  of  their  superiority  to  the  lower  animals,  just  as  much  as  is 
their  ability  to  secure  other  comforts  and  luxuries  for  which  the  lower  ani- 
mals are  dependent  upon  man.  It  has  always  been  the  policy  of  the  legal, 
the  medical,  and  the  clerical  professions,  acting  as  a  unit  in  their  selfish 
interests,  to'keep  the  masses  in  ignorance  of  this  important  secret  ;  with 
the  result  that,  for  lack  of  this  very  knowledge,  the  poor  are  the  great  pro- 
ducers of  population  and  the  greatest  sufferers  from  a  redundancy  of  unfit 
children.  That  the  lower  animals  exercise  in  this  matter  any  more  intelli- 
gence than  do  the  most  ignorant  humans  I  believe  to  be  a  sheer  invention. 
1  cannot  help  thinking  that  Mrs.  Grossman  has  missed  the  chance  of  her 
life.  Her  hero  and  heroine  had  both  been  mis-mated,  but  she  shows  us  as 
the  result  of  these  soulless  marriages  some  very  estimable  young  people. 
Now,  what  should  have  been  the  natural  outcome  of  a  soulful  union  such 
as  that  would  have  been  between  Dr.  Earle  and  Mrs.  Carlisle  ? 

W.  G.  G. 


Correspondence. 
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FREETHOUGHT    PROPAGANDA. 

■Editor  Secular  Thought. 

My  Dear  Sir, — Your  letter  received  in  reference  to  help  for  Secular 
Thought.  It  grieves  me  to  think  that  such  a  publication  is  not  more 
bountifully  and  cheerfully  supported.  •  I  have  tried  to  do  uiy  share  in  sup- 
porting the  publisher  and  editor  in  their  work.  Unfortunately,  the  large 
majority  of  mankind  seem  to  be  indifferent  to  the  events  going  on  in  the 
world.  Any  one  who  will  take  the  pains  to  read  the  history  of  the  world 
under  the  control  of  Christianity  for  thirteen  or  fourteen  hundred  years 
must  know  that  liberty  was  crushed  out  by  sword  and  dagger,  dungeon, 
torture,  mutilation,  and  faggot.  And  what  was  the  crime  for  which  the 
bravest  and  best  of  mankind  were  thus  ruthlessly  destroyed  ?  Simply  that 
they  did  not  believe  as  the  Pope  had  dictated.  The  Popes  received  their 
clue  from  Jesus,  who  announced,  "  He  that  believeth  not  shall  be  damned  " 
—in  a  hell  "  prepared  for  the  Devil  and  his  angels." 

This  condition  of  things  continued  for  twelve  or  thirteen  centuries,  and 
was  finally  amelioiated  only  through  the  influence  of  infidels  and  the  in- 
creasing humanity  of  the  age.  Now,  what  securities  have  we  against  a 
revival  of  the  old  ecclesiastical  tyranny  and   oppression,  or  at  all  events  ot 
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some  portions  of  them,  unless  we  actively  maintain  our  anti-theo'.oyical 
opinions,  and  show  the  church  that  we  are  prepared  to  defend  our  liberty  ? 
Surely  there  is  no  better  means  of  accomplishing-  this  object  than  keepini^ 
our  representative  journals  in  good  fighting  condition,  and  thus  enabling 
their  editors  and  publishers  to  spread  broadcast  the  doctrines  of  hui7ian 
liberty,  free  speech,  free  thought,  and  free  inquiry  upon  which  human  pro- 
gress unquestionably  depends  ?  For  it  must  not  be  forg-otten  that  the 
church  is  making  great  efforts  to  recover  its  lost  ground,  and  v.-herever  it 
is  making  progress — in  political  power  if  not  in  theological  consistency — it 
assumes  a  dictatorial  and  domineering  attitude  just  in  proportion  to  its 
political  power  ;  and  there  can  be  no  question  that,  if  permitted  to  control 
the  education  of  her  children,  which  is  her  great  object  in  Canada  and  the 
States  to-day,  she  will  have  in  futu -e  generations  an  army  of  slavish  bigots 
to  do  her  bidding. 

To  aid  you  in  combating  the  church  in  its  efforts  to  indict  great  wrongs 
upon  mankind  by  restricting  liberty  of  thought,  speech,  and  conscience.  1 
enclose  you  P.O.  order  for  85.  If  every  one  of  your  subscribers  will  help 
you  all  they  can,  you  doubtless  will  be  able  to  publish  your  magazine  with 
pleasure — and  with  profit  to  yourself  as  well  as  to  mankind.  Unfortunately 
few  men  have  a  desire  to  learn.  I  have  known  educated  men  refuse  to  read 
the  best  works  of  the  foremost  living  writers.  One  D.D.  said  he  had  no 
time  to  read  such  "stuff;"  others  wou'.d  throw  into  the  gutter  the  linest 
essays  I  ever  saw.  As  Galileo  wrote,  in  a  letter  to  his  friend  Kepler,  the 
clergy,  while  prosecuting  him  for  heresy,  refused  to  look  through  his  tele- 
scope and  see  for  themselves  what  proved  his  statements  to  be  true,  so  it 
has  always  been.  If  Bruno  cannot  be  controverted,  burn  him  !  If  Servetus 
will  not  change  his  opinion,  burn  him  !  Rig-ht  now,  one  who  does  not 
favor  the  church  is  looked  upon  as  an  enemy  to  order  and  morality,  though 
criminal  statistics  clearly  prove  that  in  Christian  lands  nearly  95  per  cent, 
of  the  criminals  are  fervent  believers  in  Christianity,  while  it  is  equallvtrue 
that  very  few  unbelievers  are  ever  in  prison.      Read  this  : 

"  Every  desolator  of  the  earth  began  his  work  of  massacre  and  ruin  by  solemn' 
acts  of  religion,  and,  while  the  ground  still  smoked  with  carnage,  hastened  to  the 
temple  to  repeat  those  solemn  acts.  Nor  was  religion  necessary  as  an  ally  of  virtue, 
since  men  conspicuous  for  their  unbelief,  like  Bayle,  Locke,  Spinoza,  Shaftesbury, 
Collins,  and  others,  were  men  of  rigid  virtue.  Much  to  be  pitied  are  they  who  need 
the  help  of  religion  to  be  honest  men."" — Jas.  Parton,  in  "  Life  of  \'oltaire." 

I  trust  your  patrons  will  wake  up  and  rally  to  your  support.  If  thev  will 
seriously  think  of  this  thing,  how  the  church  enthralls  mankind  in  its 
n\eshes  of  superstition,  and  bow  important  it  is  that  the  rising  generation 
should  be  freed  from  its  deadly  embrace  ;  that  men  should  have  the  right 
to  think  freely  and  to  speak  their  honest  thoughts  without  being  treated  as 
outlaws.  Yes,  if  your  friends  will  think  seriously  upon  these  subjects,  1 
am  sure  they  will  come  to  your  assistance.      So  mote  It  be. 

\'ery  truly  yours. 

Madison,  Ga. ,  Sept.,   1908.  .A.  A.  Bell.  M.D. 


[We  are  pleased   to  say  that   some   few  of  our   friends    have   responded 
generously  to  our  appeal.    W.  P.  sent  Si 00,  F.  A.  S20,  and  others  smaller- 
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sums,  for  which  we  are  very  grateful,  as  the}'  have  enabled  us  to  tide  over 
a  serious  difficulty,  and  we  hope  to  beijin  the  new  year  with  a  clean  sheet.] 


GROWLS   FROM  THE  WEST. 

Editor  Secular  Tfiought. 

Sir, — Some  time  ag"o  we  were  told  that  an  American  soldier  was  sen- 
tenced to  five  years'  imprisonment  for  shaking'  hands  with  Emma  Gold- 
man, but  we  are  not  told  how  many  years  Emma  got  for  shaking  hands 
with  the  soldier,  or  how  many  lifetimes  the  soldier  would  have  got  had  he 
shaken  hands  with  the  late  Herr  Johann  Most.  The' Americans  here  say 
the  report  is  only  a  newspaper  joke. 

As  to  Emma  Goldman,  I  think  she  missed  her  vocation  by  not  adopting 
Theosophy  or  Christian  Science  as  a  profession.  Had  she  done  so,  she 
doubtless  would  now  be  raspected  and  could  command  millions,  instead  of 
causing  men  to  be  sent  to  the  penitentiary  for  simply  shaking  her  hand.  A 
woman  who  is  so  sacred  as  this  ought  to  be  kept  in  a  glass  case  and 
labelled,  "  Beware.      Do  not  touch  !  " 


The  old  proverb,  "  The  tree  is  known  by  its  fruit,"  is  one  of  the  few 
Biblical  passages  that  are  true,  and  the  trained  stirpiculturists  of  the  Bur- 
bank  type  can  no  doubt  tell  the  chief  qualities  of  a  tree  before  it  bears  any 
fruit  at  ail.  Now,  if  this  law  holds  good  in  the  physical  world,  we  may 
be  quite  certain  that  it  holds  equally  good  in  the  mental  world. 

One  of  those  mental  trees  that  come  prominently  before  the  public  eye 
among  us  Occidentals  is  a  plant  commonly  knows  as  "  Theology."  This 
peculiar  growth  has  produced  so  many  varieties  of  mental  "  tangle-foot," 
that  it  is  doubtful  if  even  a  Darwin  or  a  Wallace  would  be  able  to  trace 
their  descent  from  the  original  species  from  which  they  have  descended.  In 
Ontario  you  have  quite  a  variety  of  the  strange  shoots,  but  you  are  luck} 
to  escape  such  erratic  fanatics  as  the  Dreamers  and  Doukhobors  favor  us 
with  in  the  Wild  and  Woolly  West.  The  enclosed  clipping  will  show  you 
that  the  latest  of  these  fanatics  has  tried  to  influence  the  officers  of  the 
N.W,  M.P.  with  a  letter  which  he  says  was  dictated  by  Jesus  Christ  to  the 
Virgin  Mary  (who  sent  it  to  him,  I  suppose,  by  hiter-stellar  Post)  ;  but  as 
the  letter  is  evidently  in  the  handwriting  of  James  Sharpe  himself,  the 
officers  are  not  likely  to  pay  much  attention  to  it.  It  may  be  a  question 
whether  the  foreign-bred  Doukhobors  or  the  native  product  the  Dreamers 
are  the  more  mad  and  troublesome,  but  both  are  legitimate  sports  from  the 
theological  stem. 

The  "Theocullurists"  often  throw  odium  upon  rational  philosophers,  but 
ii  is  safe  to  say  that  no  such  mental  degeneracy  could  be  the  outcome  o^ 
any  possible  amount  of  enthusiasm  by  any  school  of  rational  thought — or 
even  New  Thought  or  Spiritualism — the  world  has  ever  seen. 

Fraternally  yours,  J.  S.  Odeg.'\ard. 

"  The  church   is   a  beggar.      Show   me   a   charitable    beggar  and    I   wilf 

show  you  a  good  devil We   are   anxiously  waiting  for   the  day  when 

society  will  cease  to  produce  millionaires  and  beggars  :  gilded  loafers  and 
ragg'ed  workers  ;   truth  in  rags  and  lies  in  silk. — Gaa  Paa,    Minneapolis, 
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SLEEP  ENOUGH. 

( A  farmfi'^ s  idea  of  everlasditt/  bilss  ui  ih'-  woi'Ul  fo  come.) 

Oh,  I  hate  this  gitten'  up,  gitten'  up,  gitien'  up  — 
Oh.  I  hate  this  gitten'  up  wus'n  dirt  I 
I  would  like  to  lie  in  bed  till  the  evenin'  sun  was  red, 
And  if  folks  would  think  me  dea  ;  'twouldn't  hurt. 

I've  been  a  gitlen'  up,  gitten'  up,  gitten'  up, 

I've  been  a  gitten'  up,  forty  year, 

Since  I  used  to  live  at  hum,  and  my  father  used  to  come, 

With  his  fmger  and  his  thumb  on  my  ear. 

I've  been  a  yitten'  up,  as  I'm  bound,  as  I'm  bound. 

For  I  reckernise  the  fact,  as  I'm  bound. 

Gitten'  up  before  the  fowls,  with  my  eyes  like  hooter  owls. 

When  the  voice  of  duty  yowls,  "  Hustle  round  I  " 

.And  I've  hustled  round  an'  sparred,  an'  hustled  round  !  an'  hustled  round  ' 
.\nd  I've  scratched  and  fit,  and  tore  and  hustled  round, 
Till  I'd  like  to  take  a  berth  in  thf  cemetery  earth, 
.\nd  just  sleep  for  all  I'm  worth  under  ground. 

I  will  lead  a  righteous  life  !  righteous  life  !  righteous  life  ! 

I  will  lead  a  righteous  life  if  I  bust  1 

.\n'  when  Gabriel  sounds  his  trump,  startin'  sinners  on  the  jump, 

I'll  wait  the  final  dump  full  of  trust. 

I  will  go  to  .Angel  Gabe,  .Angel  Gabe.  .Angel  Gabe, 

I  will  go  to  Angel  Gabe  an'  I'll  say, 

"  Don't  you  go  for  to  salute  !      I'm  a  common  kind  o'  coot  ! 

Just  a  ornery  galoot,  plain  as  hay  I 

Y(3u  don't  ne(;d  to  make  no  show  I  make  no  show  I  make  no  show  ! 

You  don't  need  to  put  on  style,  not  for  me  I 

I  don't  want  no  harp  or  crown,  nor  no  shinin'  golden  govvn, 

For  my  taste  is  all  low  down,  like  I  be. 

You  just  put  me  anywheres  I  anywheres  I  anywheres  I 
So  'tis  somewheres  I  can  sleep,  sleep  to  stay  I 
.Any  shakedown  you  kin  fi.\,  where  'tis  alius  half-past  six. 
Where  it  gits  to  that  an'  sticks  all  the  day. 

.An'  jest  send  a  nigger  kid,  nigger  kid,  nigger  kid, — 
(If  there's  colored  .Angels  here,  as  I  'spose)  - 
Send  him  twice  a  day  to  shake  at  my  sholder  till  I  wake, 
And  bid  me  make  a  break  for  my  clothes. 

Then  I'll  sort  o'  groan  and  yawn,  groan  and  yawn,  groan  and  yawn^ 

-And  I'll  roll  upon  my  back  half  a  turn  I 

Then  remember  pretty  soon,  reckernise  the  octoroon, 

And  just  tell  that  angel  coon,  '  You  be  durn  I  ' 

Then  I'll  hear  him  crawl  away,  crawl  away  !  crawl  away  I 

An'  he'l   tell  me  as  he  goes,  '  Don't  you  stir  I ' 

Then,  I'll  snuggle  down  just  so. 

Where  tis  sleepy  warm  below, 

An'  a-murmurin'  as  I  go,  '  Thank  you.  Sir.'  " 

— Truth  .Seeker  (New  York) 
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Why  Not  Save  $50  a  lear 

uy  learning  how  to  "  take  care  ot  your- 
self? '■  Vou  waste  time,  health  and  wealth 
because  oy  ignorance  you  suffer  disease 
and  debility,  and  then  you  waste  money 
on  misht  cure-alls,  belts,  and  "hypnotic 
science  "  or  -  absent  treatment  "  fakers. 

Don't  be  foolish  any  more  Read  up 
-and  be  good  to  yourself.  Get  OUR  Pilot 
Book,  steer  a  safe  course,  and  save  cost 
of  repairs.      KNOW  IT  ALL. 

you  hitch  up  to  the 
I J  wrong  girl,  or  you 
mate  nyhi  and  don't  pull  well  together, 
riiian  you  want  divorce,  and  that  "  comes 
high."  Better  look  ahead.  Study  the 
science  of  marriage  and   parentage,  and    have  heirs   you 


The  Best 


can  be  proud  of.      This 
IHOUGH   MARRIED. 


'•  PLAIN  HOME  TALK"  tells  HOW  TO  BE  HAPPY 
It  is  the  plainest,  latest,  best,  most  complete  and  Cheapest  book  ever  published  on 
this  all-important  subject, — the  ripe  fruit  of  forty  years'  experience,  by  the  most 
popular  and  successful  specialist,  Dr.  E.  B.  Foote.  '  1,248  pa^es,  400  illustrations 
(80  printed  in  colors),  250  recipes,  iDOund  in  cloth;  worth  $50  to  you,  and  costs  only  $2. 
.Address— -C.  M.  Ellis,  Printer  and  Publisher,   185X  Queen  -St.  W.,  Toronto,  Ont. 
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Editorial  Notes. 


GOLDWIN  SMITH  AND  THE  RIDDLE  OF  EXISTENCE. 

The  New  York  Suti,  in  its  issue  of  Sunday,  Sept  20,  1908, 
inserted  as  its  leading  editorial  article  a  letter  by  Mr.  Goldwin 
Smith,  nearly  three  columns  in  length.  Its  insertion  in  this 
prominent  fashion  is  the  most  noticeable  feature  about  the 
letter,  for  in  it  our  fellow-townsman  says  nothing  new — simply 
reiterates  in  the  same  smooth  and  subjunctive  and  interrogative 
manner  the  same  doubts  and  difficulties,  the  same  inconclusive 
conclusions  and  assertions,  which  have  marked  all  his  utter- 
ances on  this  subject  for  many  years  past.  He  appears  some- 
what like  a  schoolboy  who  has  learned  his  lesson  fairly  well, 
but  who  has  not  enough  originality  to  apply  that  lesson,  to 
see  the  bearings  and  implications  of  it,  or  to  make  any  obser- 
vations on  his  own  account  that  would  carr)  him  outside  the 
covers  of  his  text-book. 

We  cannot  follow  Mr.  Smith  through  his  long  "flip-flap  " 
between  science  and  religion.      As  he  himself  says  : 

"  Let  me  say  once  more  that  my  attitude  is  simply  that  of  one  of  the  many 
who  doubt,  who  desire  that  douV)t  may  if  possible  be  set  at  rest,  and  pray  that 
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inquiry  among  those  most    competent    to  conduct  it  may  be  no  longer  fettered 
by  ecclesiastical  tests,  but  be  set  perfectly  free." 

When  we  examine  his  letter  for  these  doubts  that  he  wishes 
to  be  set  at  rest,  we  find  the  most  important  one  to  be  that 
problem  of  existence  which  all  sane  men  know  to  be  beyond 
the  powers  of  the  human  mind.  "We  see,"  he  says,  con- 
templating- the  universe,  "  order  and  grandeur  inexpressible, 
but  with  some  apparent  sig-ns  of  an  opposite  kind — the  con- 
flagration of  a  star,  a  moon  bereft  of  atmosphere,  errant 
comets  and  aerolites."  As  if  there  could  be  existence  without 
variations  and  chang'es,  or  as  if  all  such  variations  did  not 
necessarily  arise  according  to  immutable  laws.  Without 
changes,  existence  would  be  simply  "doing  nothing  for  ever 
and  ever," — the  tired  servant-girl's  aspiration  for  eternal  bliss. 

With  Christian  Evidence  Society  logic,  Mr.  Smith  tells  us 
that,  though  "Evolution  is  a  great  discovery,"  it  "cannot 
have  evolved  itself !  "  Evidently  he  has  not  passed  the  stage 
of  mental  development  where  he  can  do  without  Creation.  A 
universe  existing  without  Evolution  is  an  easy  thing  to  con- 
ceive, evidently.  And  then  comes  the  crowning  objection, 
"  Nor  does  there  seem  to  have  been  an  observed  case  of  it  " 
(Evolution)  !  Shades  of  Darwin,  Spencer,  and  Huxley  ! 
What  has  this  man  been  doing  with  his  time  since  he  first 
published  "Guesses  at  the  Riddle  of  Existence"?  If  he 
would  only  guess,  we  might  at  least  have  some  fun  ;  but,  as 
he  savs,  "far  would  anything  irreverent  be  from  the  disposition 
of  the  writer."  Still,  it  is  funny  to  hear  Mr.  Smith  ask  : 
"  Has  any  animal  given  the  slightest  sign  of  improvement  or 
tendency  to  progress?"  after  telling  us  that  "  Points  of  simi- 
larity between  the  ape  and  man  are  not  proofs  of  transition." 
When  a  man  like  Goldwin  Smith  takes  such  small  pains  to 
make  himself  acquainted  with  the  modern  advance  of  scientific 
knowledge,  we  need  not  wonder  that  the  masses  are  still  led 
by  the  nose  by  ignorant  preachers. 

A  "  PLAN  "  TO  JUSTIFY  THE  WAYS  OF  GOD  TO  MAN. 

"A  plan  of  which  we  are  ignorant,  but  of  which  the  end 
will  be  good,  is  apparently  our  only  explanation  of  the  mys- 
tery," says  Mr.  Smith,  as  if  any  such  explanation  could 
rationally  explain  an  infinite  and  eternal  process  ;  and  again 
he  saws  : 
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"  Progress  is  that  which  distinguishes  man  vitally  and  imnieasurahlv  from 
all  other  creatures.  Fitful,  often  arrested,  sometimes  reversed,  it  does  not 
cease.  It  may  point  to  an  ultimate  solution  of  the  enigma  of  our  chequered 
being  such  as  shall  justify  the  ways  of  God  to  man  1  " 

It  is  abundantly  manifest  that,  in  a  religious  sense,  Goldwin 
Smith  has  not  progressed  beyond  the  point  where  his  school 
tutors  kft  him,  and  does  not  appear  to  have  studied  the 
matters  about  which  he  writes  in  such  prolix  fashion  any 
more  deep]}-  or  rationally  than  the  averag-e  magazine  reader. 
He  discourses  in  the  same  old  style  of  free  will,  conscience, 
morality,  immortality,  etc.,  but  adds  nothing  either  satisfac- 
tory to  a  thinker  or  consoling  to  a  believer.  He  is  nothing 
but  a  big"  interrogation  point,  without  the  genius  to  atte  mpt  a 
guess  at  a  solution  of  the  problems  with  which  he  is  so- 
troubled. 

Evolution  Mr.  Smith  accepts  as  a  fact.  It  is  a  "  g-reat 
discover}-,"  he  savs,  and  }"et  he  is  not  convinced.  In  one  of 
his  former  letters  he  takes  up  very  much  the  same  gTound, 
"  Materialism,"  he  said,  "could  not  be  disputed."  "But  are 
we  not  in  dang'er  o{  carrying-  it  too  far  ?  "  As  if,  after  acknow- 
ledging a  thing- to  be  true,  we  might  possibly  do  some  grievous 
wrong  if  we  insisted  too  stronglv  that  the  truth  was  reail\-  true. 
So  now  he  asks,  apparently  with  sincerity  and  trium-ph,  but 
has  Evolution  filled  up  all  the  missing- links  ?  could  Evolution 
evolve  itself?  and  has  an\-body  seen  a  case  of  evolution  ? — has 
a  monkey  ever  been  seen  to  evolve  itself  into  a  man  ?  Surely 
the  schoolmaster  has  work  to  do  here. 


EVOLUTION  AND  CREATION  IRRECONCILABLE  ENEMIES. 

Goldwin  Smith,  like  other  more  or  less  cultured  Christian 
apologists,  fails  to  grasp  the  central  ideas  of  the  propositions 
he  talks  so  glibly  about.  Evolution  and  Creation  form  two 
totally  opposed  and  irreconcilable  theses.  The  one  involves 
all  the  philosophical  contradictions  and  impossibilities  of  the 
current  religions — including  chiefly  the  inconceivable  and  in- 
explicable dei^s  ex  machina  ;  the  other  involves  the  idea  that, 
in  accordance  with  all  the  experience  of  science,  the  universe 
is  a  self-existent  organism,  evolving  in  strict  conformity  with 
the  powers  inherent  in  the  substance  of  the  universe  itself. 
Both  are  alike  in  the  evident  fact  that  the  origin,  destiny, 
duration  and   extent   of  the   universe   are  inconceivable  ;   but 
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while  Evolution  contents  itself  with  investig'ating-  and  explain- 
ing" the  phenomena   of  Nature  as  keenly  as  possibie,  with  the 
intention  of  utilizing- the  knowledge  so  acquired  for  the  advan- 
tage of  mankind,    Creation   attributes  all    phenomena  to   the 
intrusion  of  an   outside  power,  the  decrees  of  which  are  arbi- 
rary,  and  from    a  human  standpoint  so  contradictory,  that  it 
s  necessary  to  invent  another  supernatural   power  to  account 
or  them.      With  Creation,  therefore,  we  get  either  a  God  and 
a  Devil  ;  or  a  totally  unbelievable  good  God  who  sometimes 
does  a  great  deal  of  mischief ;  in  both  cases  we  get  the  nega- 
tion of  science,  as  theologians  have  always  held. 

With  Creation,  or  with  any  sort  of  Design  or  Plan  in  the 
universe,  involving  an  End  to  be  attained,  we  are  compelled 
to  accept  some  supernatural  controller,  and  we  may  as  well 
accept  a  big  one,  or  a  dozen  of  them,  as  a  little  one,  a  perma- 
nent god  as  an  occasional  interferer.  But  with  Evolution 
every  phenomenon  is  seen  to  be  but  a  passing  phase  of  the 
interacting  forces  of  the  universe,  and  a  Plan  or  Design,  with 
an  object  to  be  gained,  in  the  shape  of  Human  Perfection  or 
Heavenly  Bliss,  is  seen  to  be  not  only  a  foolish  dream,  but  an 
impossibility. 

At  the  present  moment,  human  life  can  only  exist  within 
narrow  limits  of  temperature  and  other  conditions.  At  one 
time  the  earth  must  ha\e  been  in  a  condition  when  any  sort 
of  life  was  impossible  on  its  surface  ;  and  it  seems  certain  that 
at  some  distant  day  the  earth  will  again  assume  conditions 
that  will  render  life  im.possible.  Between  these  two  periods 
the  Age  of  Man  must  pass  as  but  a  moment  in  the  immense 
history  of  the  earth  and  of  the  solar  system.  For  men,  under 
such  conditions,  to  talk  about  a  Design  or  Plan  that  involves 
immortality  or  perfection,  ot  either  the  individual  or  the  race, 
argues  the  survival  of  a  degree  of  barbarous  ignorance  which 
seems  almost  incredible  among  cultured  people. 


THE  PAST  AND  FUTURE  OF  THE  EARTH  -AND  OF  MAN. 

In  other  pages  we  print  an  article  on  the  age  of  the  earth — a 
subject  in  regard  to  which  there  are  so  many  doubtful  factors 
that  any  estimate  must  necessarily  be  of  the  vaguest  character. 
But  there  is  another  view  of  the  matter  in  which  there  should 
be  a  far  greater  approach  to  accuracy,  because  more  is  known 
of  the  factors  that  are  actually  in  process  of  change,  and  that 


SECULAR    THOUGHT.  367 

may  be  reasonably  expected  to  continue  in  operation  at  their 
present  normal  rate  for  a  considerable  period.  This  view  is 
that,  not  of  the  past,  but  of  the  future  of  the  earth  and  the 
human  race. 

It  seems  certain  that  at  some  future  period  the  earth  will 
become,  like  the  moon,  unable  to  maintain  animal  life,  but  it 
is  a  question  whether  the  human  race  will  continue  to  exist 
until  such  a  period  arrives,  or  whether  it  will  disappear  before 
that  time,  either  from  causes  inherent  in  its  constitution  or 
the  degeneracy  arising- from  its  "civilization,"  or  from  a  com- 
bination of  cataclysms  that  mig^ht  cause  its  entire  destruction. 

Of  such  a  combination  the  g-reat  seismatic  disturbances  and 
tidal  waves  we  have  known  afford  some  idea,  and  the  moon 
exhibits  the  evidences  of  far  greater  disturbances  of  this  sort 
than  any  that  appear  so  far  to  have  visited  the  earth  ;  and  il 
is  conceivable  that  such  immense  disturbances  on  the  earth 
might  utterly  destroy  the  existing-  races  of  men  and  animals 
lonp-  before  the  earth  itself  became  finallv  unfit  to  sustain  life. 
A  comparatively  slig-ht  readjustment  of  land  and  sea  surfaces 
and  temperatures  mig-ht  easily  produce  such  a  result. 

As  to  human  degeneracy,  it  is  rather  amusing  to  note  two 
well-marked  varieties  in  the  ranks  of  those  who  are  attempting 
to  stem  the  tide  of  decadence.  On  the  one  side  stand  those 
who  advocate  restrictive  measures  to  prevent  the  production 
of  unfit  children  ;  on  the  other  those  who  propose  the  removal 
of  all  legal  restrictions  in  Cupid's  domain,  leaving*-  Love  and 
Education  to  do  their   best  or  their  worst  for  poor  humanity. 

The  former  party  is  just  now  headed  by  Prof.  Francis  Daw- 
son, a  nephew  of  Charles  Darwin,  and  embraces  many  pro- 
minent scientists  and  physicians  in  Britain,  France,  Germany, 
and  other  European  countries.  The  other  party  is  represented 
in  America  by  the  monthly  journal  Eugenics^  the  editor  of 
which,  Moses  Harman,  has  suffered  several  terms  of  imprison- 
ment for  violating  Mrs.  Grundy's  ideas  of  propriety  in  his 
discussions  of  sexual  relationships.  Between  these  parties  of 
extremists  there  seems  to  be  little  in  common,  and  Mother 
Grundy  and  the  policeman  are  likely  to  control  the  situation 
for  some  time  to  come,  even  if  the  human  race  should  suffer 
annihilation  as  a  result. 


HUMAN  DEGENERACY— THE  SURVIVAL  OF  THE  UNFIT. 

Then  another  phase,  perhaps  the  most  important   phase,  of 
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the  question  presents  itself.  With  the  assistance  of  modern 
"civilizing-"  agfencies,  the  human  race  may  be  deg'ene rating, 
but  it  is  increasing-  in  numbers  so  rapidly  that  the  habitable 
world  must  be  filled  to  its  fullest  capacity  at  a  very  early  date. 
What  will  occur  then  ?  A  statistician  makes  this  estimate  : 
Fertile  lands  of  the  world,  28,000,000  square  miles  ;  steppes, 
14,000,000  ;  deserts,  1,000,000.  If  the  fertile  lands  can  sus- 
tain a  maximum  population  of  207  persons,  the  steppes  of  10, 
and  the  deserts  of  i  per  square  mile,  the  g^reatest  possible 
number  of  people  that  the  g-lobe  can  maintain  is  less  than 
6,000,000,000,  and  if  the  present  rate  of  increase  continues 
this  number  will  be  reached  in  the  year  2072.  What  then  ? 
W^ill  the  two  parties  of  Eug^enists  then  agree  upon  some  plan 
to  prevent  any  further  increase?  Will  the  Free  Lovers  "take 
thoug-ht  for  the  future  "  and  forego  the  gratification  of  their 
passions  in  the  interests  of  the  race?  Will  Dr.  Fair  be  em- 
powered to  emasculate  all  he  thinks  unfit  ;  Dr.  Christoforoff 
be  authorized  to  exile  to  a  desert  all  who  marry  without  his 
authority  ;  Prof.  Dalton  to  strang-le  all  undesirable  infants  ; 
and  Dr.  Osier  to  asphyxiate  all  people  over  forty  years  old  ? 

There  is,  of  course,  the  further  complication  that  the  great 
globe  itself  may  possibly  be  wrecked  or  utterly  destroyed  by 
collision  with  some  substantial  celestial  visitor  before  even  it 
is  full}'  populated  ;  but  the  data  necessary  for  any  calculation 
upon  this  point  are  perhaps  more  obscure  than  those  relating 
to  the  age  of  the  earth.  Certainly,  if  there  is  any  chance  of 
the  world  being-  fully  populated  within  about  a  century  and  a 
halt  from  this  time,  it  is  by  no  means  too  soon  to  begin  the 
consideration  of  the  subject. 

Our  own  opinion  is  that  the  marriage  relation  is  one  of  the 
most  important  of  those  affecting  the  welfare  of  society,  and 
should  be  made  the  subject  of  rational  discussion  and  legisla- 
tion. Unquestionably,  vast  injury  is  inflicted  upon  society  by 
the  utter  neglect  of  all  reasonable  precautions,  combined  with 
lack  of  knowledge  and  insanitary  surrounding^s  of  the  poorer 
classes.  Our  hospitals,  lunatic  as)dums,  and  penitentiaries 
are  all  full  to  overflowing-,  and  this  is  owing  very  largely,  we 
believe,  to  propagation  of  the  unfit  which  could  be  prevented 
by  rational  marriag-e  regulations  and  provision  of  hospitals 
and  scp.ools  for  the  maintenance  of  children  of  incompetent 
and  careless  parents.  While  we  can  hardly  agree  with  Dr. 
Christoforoff  that  no  man  rejected    by  arm\-  recruiting  officers 
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should  be  allowed  to  marry,  for  this  is  one  of  those  sug-g-ested 
regulations  that  could  not  be  enforced,  even  by  the  military 
power,  we  are  convinced  that  the  people  would  freely  submit 
to  a  regulation  refusing-  a  marriag^e  license  to  persons  oxb.ibit- 
ing"  congfenital  disease  and  the  marks  of  alcoholism  and  other 
deg-rading  vices.  In  a  generation  or  two,  such  reg"ulations 
doubtless  would  be  regarded  as  being  as  justitiable  as  the  laws 
against  incest  and  abortion. 


EDUCATION  AND  CRIME. 

We  have  before  now  recorded  our  opinion  that  much  ot  the 
so-called  "education"  given  in  our  public  schools  is  harmful 
rather  than  beneficial  to  the  pupils,  and  to  us  it  is  not  strange 
to  find  the  Principal  of  one  of  our  Industrial  Schools  openl\- 
denouncing  our  much-lauded  school  s\stem  as  a  leading  cause 
of  juvenile  crime.  At  the  recent  fortv-third  annual  convention 
of  the  Ontario  Sunday  School  Association  Principal  Ferrier, 
of  the  Mimico  Industrial  School,  thus  voiced  the  idea  : 

"  I  blame  six  things  for  the  making  of  our  delinquent  eliildi'en.  Tl^ey  are  : 
1,  the  Public  School  system  ;  2,  cheap  theatres  ;  3.  the  circulation  of  penacious 
literature  ;  4,  the  habitual  use  of  cigarettes  ;  5,  thoughtlessness  of  parents  in 
dealing  with  children  ;  and  6,  loose  morality  learned  on  the  streets." 

It  will  be  seen  that  some  oi  Mr.  P'errier's  alleged  causes  of 
juvenile  crime  are  inevitable  concomitants  of  social  life,  and 
cannot  be  remedied  unless  through  a  general  elevation  of  the 
moral  status  of  the  people.  We  take  it  that  Mr.  Ferrier'^^ 
opinions  have  been  formed  mainly  upon  his  inquiries  amoiu' 
the  delinquent  children  themselves — a  most  unreliable  sou;.' 
for  obvious  reasons,  even  if  Mr.  Ferrier  himself  is  a  compeu 
and  unprejudiced  judge  in  such  a  matter  ;  for  it  is  certain  that 
individual  experiences  must  necessarily  be  of  a  very  limited 
scope,  and  can  only  be  of  real  value  when  compared  with  and 
corroborated  by  other  similar  experiences  and  made  to  take 
their  legitimate  place   in  a  large   and   comprehensive   inquir)-. 

In  our  judgment,  there  is  no  more  unreliable  basis  for  the 
formation  of  theories  on  such  a  matter  than  the  confessions  of 
criminals,  adult  or  juvenile,  unless  it  be  the  stories  of  religious 
converts  or  the  experiences  of  religious  professors.  In  an\- 
case,  even  if  the  criminality  could  be  traced  back  to  the  public 
school,  the  fact  would    be  open   to  a  very  different  interpreta- 
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tion  to  that  put  upon  it  by  Mr.  Ferrier.  If  the  Sunday  school, 
where  relig-ious  teaching  occupies  the  whole  time,  showed  any 
better  results  than  does  the  public  school,  in  which  religion 
occupies  but  a  small  part  of  the  time,  something  might  be  said 
in  its  favor  ;  but,  while  a  large  proportion  of  criminals  report 
themselves  as  having  attended  Sunday  schools,  the  newspapers 
constantly  bear  testimony  to  the  fact  that,  as  a  class,  religious 
teachers,  \vhether  in  the  Sunday  school  or  the  church,  supply 
their  full  quota  to  the  criminal  classes. 

TOO    MUCH   "  BOOK    LEARNING." 

Mr.  Ferrier  considered  the  Public  School  system  the  chief 
cause  of  juvenile  depravity,  and  emphasized  complaints  about 
it  by  this  description  of  his  own  experience  : 

"  Our  school  system,  while  undoubtedly  excellent  in  many  ways,  declares 
that  many  a  child  must  try  to  learn  subjects  he  or  she  can  never  appreciate. 
Probably  the  teacher  has  no  sympathy,  and  the  boy  becomes  confused  in  his 
effort  to  keep  up  with  the  class.  I  don't  like  this  grinding  out  of  home  lessons. 
My  own  children  come  home  at  night  burdened  with  lessons.  If  I  were  not  in 
a  position  to  help  them  as  I  do  I  don't  see  how  they  could  keep  up  with  them. 
They  would  be  behind-hand  next  day,  and  some  sort  of  punishment  follows. 
The  child  comes  to  hate  school,  and  is  the  one  perhaps  who  learns  to  copy,  and 
who,  if  he  or  she  needs  a  note  to  explain  absence,  writes  a  note  and  initials 
the  fathe'''s  signature.  These  are  little  things,  you  say.  T  admit  it,  but  they 
are  the  beginning  of  greater  things  and  worse." 

Our  opinion  for  a  long  time  has  been  that  the  school  train- 
ing should  be  designed  primarily  to  give  the  mass  of  children 
only  the  rudiments  of  knowledge  and  to  cultivate  their  powers 
of  observation  and  memory  and  a  taste  for  literature,  science 
and  art,  instead  of  trying  to  cram  their  brains  full  of  learning 
much  of  which  can  only  be  appreciated  by  educated  adults. 
The  latter,  we  believe,  has  had  two  very  perceptible  effects  : 
I,  the  production  of  a  class  of  youths  who  think  they  "  know 
it  all,"  but  are  only  able  to  make  a  success  of  life  by  various 
methods  of  scheming  rather  than  b\-  honest  work  ;  and  2,  the 
production  in  the  majority  of  the  children  of  a  distaste  for  any 
form  of  study.  In  both  classes  there  has  been  a  degeneracy 
rather  than  a  development  of  the  intellectual  faculties. 

We  do  not  say  that,  on  the  whole,  much  good  will  not  be 
the  outcome  of  the  school   system.      Experience  can   only  be 
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o-aineJ  at  a  j  rice  and  throui^h  mistakes.  We  do  not  say  that 
those  wno  have  devi;loped  ic  have  not  done  as  well  as  mig^ht 
liave  been  expected.  But  we  do  say  that,  in  the  hght  of  ex- 
perience, too  much  stress  has  been  laid  upon  the  acquisition 
of  '*hook  learning-,"  to  the  neglect  of  the  development  of  the 
physical  powers  and  powers  ot  observarion  and  thought.  The 
tendency  has  been  to  produce  parrots  with  a  large  vocabulars' 
rather  than  original  thinkers  and  accurate  observers,  with  the 
accompaniment  of  brain  atrophy  instead  of  brain  development. 

THE    EVOLLTION    OF    GOOD  MORAL  CHARACTER. 

Moral  reforners  like  Mr.  Ferrier  appear  to  think  it  our  duty 
to  remove  every  temptation  from  the  pathway  of  youth,  but  is 
it  conceivable  that  a  strong  and  noble  character  should  be 
developed  under  such  abnormal  circumstances  ?  Would  not 
virtue  disappear  ?  How  could  bravery  and  heroism  be  dis- 
p'ayed  if  there  were  no  enemies  to  fight,  no  difficulties  to  be 
surmounted,  no  dangers  to  home  and  country  to  be  met? 

If  cheap  theatres  are  bad,  are  not  expensive  theatres  bad 
also  ?  Are  not  the  police  morality  inspectors  making  them- 
selves ridiculous  enough  by  censoring  play-bills  that  show  a 
picture  of  a  fight  ?  or  must  they  be  compelled  to  hang  them- 
s-elves  by  closing  a  few  theatres  that  are  in  their  opinion  "too 
cheap  ? " 

Restriction  and  censorship  are  the  joint  refuge  of  men  who 
have  not  brains  enough  to  get  at  the  bottom  facts — the  real 
cause  of  the  trouble  they  undertake  to  remedy.  They  are  just 
as  reasonable  as  the  Inquisitors  who  thought  the  proper  way 
to  extirpate  heresy  was  to  burn  alive  the  heretic. 

If  "  pernicious  literature"  is  to  be  abolished,  who  shall  be 
authorized  to  decide  as  to  its  pernicious  character  ?  If  the 
present  Moralitv  Department  is  to  boss  the  job,  much  of  the 
finest  literature  in  the  world  would  be  put  on  the  new  Index. 
If  we  had  to  decide  it,  most  of  Mr.  Ferrier's  own  pet  Sunday 
school  literature  would  be  classed  as  decidedly  immoral  and 
pernicious.  And  yet  we  doubt  if  any  good  would  be  done  by 
proscribing  it.  The  Blakes,  and  Ferriers,  and  Macdonalds, 
and  other  half-educated  Christian  and  Sunday-school  fanatics 
with  weak  brains  but  pfreat  obstinacv  would  find  other  means 
of  influencing  the  plastic  minds  of  children  with  the  supersti- 
tious rubbish  thev  term  religion  and  the  false  moralitv  thev 
say  consists  in  obeying  '*  the  will  of  God." 
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If  children  are  to  be  trained  to  become  intelligent  and  con- 
scientious citizens,  this  end  will  never  be  g^ained  by  removing- 
from  their  path  ever}-  form  of  vice  and  temptation..  What 
must  be  done  is  to  prove  to  them  that  their  moral  and  physical 
natures  will  be  degraded  by  giving  way  to  those  vices  and 
temptations.  If  this  cannot  be  done,  then  we  must  conclude 
that  the  pretended  moral  reformer  is  a  counterfeit. 

THE  DOMINION   ELECTIONS. 

The  late  Dominion  elections  have  returned  the  Laurier  Go- 
vernment to  power,  though  wath  a  decreased  majority — 51  in 
place  of  66 — a  majority,  however,  quite  sufficient  to  enable 
the  so-called  "  Liberal  "  party  to  do  its  will  in  the  way  both  of 
"graft"  and  of  religious  spoliation.  The  most  remarkable 
feature  of  the  contest  has  been  the  way  in  which  the  politicians 
on  both  sides  have  ignored  the  most  important  question  before 
the  country — that  of  Provincial  Rights,  inextricably  bound  up 
as  it  is  with  the  Education  question. 

As  we  have  pointed  out,  that  question  will  never  be  settled 
while  the  present  Catholic-Liberal  Govermiient  retains  office, 
unless  Manitoba  recedes  from  the  position  she  now  holds — 
that  is  to  say,  unless  she  hands  over  her  schools  to  the  priests. 
Events  have  conclusively  shown  that  Mr.  Laurier  "  settled  " 
the  Manitoba  school  question  to  the  satisfaction  of  Manitoba 
and  Protestant  Canada  by  guaranteeing  to  Manitoba  her  con- 
stitutional rights,  while  he  satistied  the  Catholics  by  agreeing 
to  filch  from  the  two  new  Provinces  the  same  constitutional 
rights,  and  to  deprive  Manitoba  also  of  her  just  rights  unless 
she  also  abandoned  the  constitutional  privileges  w^hich  had 
been  guaranteed  to  her. 

That  the  men  who  made  such  a  settlement  should  be  sent 
back  to  "  complete  their  work  "  shows  how  blind  the  mass  of 
the  electors  are  to  their  own  rights  and  how  careless  they  are 
of  the  future  welfare  of  their  country. 

And,  beyond  the  fact  that  the  leaders  of  all  political  parties 
have  totally  ignored  this  dangerous  question,  for  the  manifest 
reason  that  they  are  all  cultivating-  or  are  afraid  of  the  Catholic 
vote,  is  the  further  fact  that  the  one  solitary  newspaper  to  call 
attention  to  the  matter,  the  Toronto  Telegram^  has  spoken  in 
such  an  enigmatical  style  that  it  may  fairly  be  looked  upon  as 
non-committal.      Just  as  the  politicians  are  afraid  of  Catholic 


SECULAR   THOUGHT.  37:5 

voters,  the  editors  seem  to   be  afraid  oil  Catholic  advertisers 

and  subscribers..     Well  may  the  Pope  exult  over  the  empire 
he  is  building  up  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  ! 


THE  GERMAN   THIRST   FOR  WAR  WITH  BRITAIN. 

Like  most  other  princes,  the  German  Kaiser  has  assured  his 
people  that  the  peace  of  Europe  is  not  in  danger,  thougli  war 
has  been  for  months  past  the  all-absorbing  topic  in  Germany. 
The  Kaiser's  reasons  for  his  assurance  are,  however,  by  no 
means  of  an  assuring  character,  for  he  first  of  all  tells  us  that 
"Security  rests  in  the  consciences  of  princes  and  statesmen, 
who  know  and  feel  that  they  are  responsible  to  God  for  the 
lives  and  property  of  the  people  entrusted  to  their  leadership," 
and  then  says  : 

"  Moreover,  it  is  the  wish  and  desire  of  the  people  themselves  to  live  peaceful 
lives,  and  tranquilly  pui'sue  the  development  of  the  magnificent  achievements 
of  progress  and   civilization,  measuring  their  strength  in  peaceful  rivalry. 

"Finally,  peace  is  also  assuied  and  guaranteed  by  our  power  on  sea  and 
land,  by  the  German  nation  in.  arms.  Proud  of  the  manly  discipline  and  love 
of  honor  of  her  armed  forces,  Gei-many  is  determined  to  keep  them  at  her  level 
without  menace  to  t)thers,  and  to  develop  them  as  her  own  intei-i-sts  demand, 
favoring  none  and  injuring  none  I  " 

This  is  about  on  a  par  with  the  attitude  of  a  man  who  says; 
"  I'm  in  favor  of  peace,  and  I'm  ready  to  lick  any  son  of  a  gun 
who  isn't."  it  maybe  well  doubted  if  any  class  of  the  people 
of  any  nation,  not  excepting  the  aristocrats,  the  military,  and 
the  monopolists,  are  ever  really  in  favor  of  war  ;  but  what  is 
certain  is,  that  a  very  little  unscrupulous  war  talk  may  be  the 
match  that  will  light  up  the  torch  of  war  without  a  moment's 
warning.  During-  the  past  year  there  have  been  half  a  dozen 
war  scares  any  one  of  which  might  easily  have  developed  into 
a  world-wide  contest,  and  a  scatter-brained  egotist  such  as  the 
German  Emperor  is  just  the  man  to  provoke  a  causeless  war. 
That  there  is  danger  in  popular  and  militar\' sentiment  roused 
by  war  talk  may  be  seen  by  this  telegram  : 

"  There  seems  for  the  past  week  to  have  been  a  lull  in  the  talk  oi  war  that 
might  arise  between  England  and  Germany,  but  a  foreign  attache,  who  was  a 
guest  aboard  a  German  warship,  says  that  the  officers  have  a  standing  toast, 
'  To  the  Day,'  meaning  the  day  on  which  war  will    be  declared,  between    these 
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two  countries.     The  Government  is  still  ti-ying   to  sound  public  opinion  as  to 
a  great  loan  to  build   more  war  vessels." 

The  most  recent  escapade  oi'  the  Kaiser,  his  attempt  to  pose 
as  the  one  disinterested  friend  of  the  British  Empire  who  set 
aside  the  tempting-  offer  of  France  and  Russia  to  destroy  the 
British  power  at  the  time  oi  the  Boer  War,  shows  him  in  the 
aspect  of  an  empty-headed  and  vanity-stricken  fool,  dangerous 
ahke  to  friend  and  \oe  simpl}-  because  he  is  the  nominal  head 
of  a  great  nation — a  nation  which,  like  the  British,  seems  to 
be  willing  to  tolerate  the  follies  and  crimes  of  its  present  head 
through  fear  of  what  might  happen  if  a  change  should  come. 
The  sooner  the  Germans  get  rid  of  the  irresponsible  harlequin 
who  now  keeps  them  in  a  continual  turmoil,  the  more  likeli- 
hood there  will  be  that  a  substantial  peace  may  be  secured. 


OLD  AGE  PENSIONS. 

The  British  Government's  scheme  for  old  age  pensions  has 
resulted  in  the  sending  in  of  an  enormous  number  of  applica- 
tions for  the  pensions  from  all  parts  of  the  countr\-.  The 
numbers  so  far  received  are  :  From  England,  273,862  ;  from 
Ireland,  151,610  ;  from  Scotland,  49,077  ;  and  from  Wales, 
13,615  ;  a  total  of  468,164.  It  is  probable  that  many  of  the 
applications  will  be  reject.^d,  but  in  any  case  the  Government 
is  committed  to  an  enormous  outlay,  and  it  is  not  surprising 
that  tax-payers  are  beginning  to  squirm.  W^hile,  however, 
enormous  private  fortunes  are  being  amassed  and  immense 
sums  are  being  lavished  on  every  description  of  luxury  and 
vice,  it  can  hardly  be  said  that  taxation  has  readied  its  limit, 
though  its  incidence  on  some  classes   may  be  very  heav}  . 

One  feature  of  the  applications  is  the  excessive  number,  in 
proportion  to  population,  received  from  Ireland.  This  is  ac- 
counted for  by  the  enormous  emigration  of  \oung  persons 
which  there  has  been  during  man\-  \ears  past.  It  may  be  the 
means  of  enabling  Ireland  to  get  back  some  of  the  excess  of 
taxes  she  has  paid  into  the  imperial  treasury  since  the  union. 

W^e  have  always  regarded  the  absence  oi'  public  provision 
for  the  sustenance  and  comfort  of  aged  citizens  as  a  distinct 
mark  of  a  lack  of  civilization.  The  British  Poor  Law  lias 
been  to  some  extent  a  recognition  of  the  dut\'  of  a  civilized 
country-  in  this  respect,  but,  carried  out  as  it  has  been,  it  has 
utterly  failed.      The  present  law  has  a  much   better  chance  oi 


SECULAR  THOUGHT. 


success,  though  we  cannot   help  regardinq-  it  as  far  too  "  pa- 
ternal "  in  its  character  to  be  a  permanent  solution. 

What  is  needed,  in  our  opinion,  is  a  scheme  more  in  the 
nature  of'  a  co-operative  insurance,  under  which  each  citizen 
would  know  that  he  was  paying  a  certain  percentage  ot  his 
taxes  towards  a  National  Insurance  Fund,  a  pension  from 
which  wouM  become  his  right  on  attaining  a  certain  age. 
Without  some  such  arrangemant  or  understanding  in  the 
matter,  a  pension  scheme  must  assume  to  some  extent  the 
form  of  charity,  and,  instead  oi  fostering"  self-reliance  and  in- 
dependence, must  tend  to  encourage  fraud  and  ''graft." 

WANTED,  *' THE  BEST  MAN  IN  ENGLAND,"  FOR  BISHOP  OF  MONTREAL 

It  is  amusing  to  watch  the  capers  cut  by  clericals  of  the 
different  churches  in  electing"  their  pastors  and  bishops.  Just 
now,  a  man  is  wanted  to  succeed  the  late  Mr.  Carmichael, 
who  for  the  past  few  years  had  been  Bishop  of  Montreal.  At 
the  Synod  he!d  a  week  or  two  ago  to  elect  a  new  bishop,  it 
was  decided  to  extend  an  invitation  to  the  Suffragan  Bishop 
of  Stepney,  an  East  London  diocese. 

It  seems  difficult  to  see  why  some  Canadian  preacher  of  the 
Anglican  Church  should  not  fill  the  bill,  especially  when  such 
a  man  as  Mr.  Sweatman  holds  the  office  of  Primate  of  All 
Canada  ;  and  more  especial!}- when  he  hasonl)-  to  succeed  two 
such  commonplace  chaps  as  Bishop  Bond  and  Bishop  Car- 
michael. But  circumstances  alter  cases  ;  and  when  Mr. 
Sweatman  was  elected  Bishop  of  Toronto  it  was  because  the 
opposing  candidates  of  the  High  and  the  Low  Church  parties 
laiied  to  secure  sufficient  votes  of  both  clerical  and  lay  dele- 
gates to  elect  either  one  or  the  other,  and,  instead  of  sending 
to  England  for  "the  best  man  England  can  produce,"  the 
Synod  agreed  u  ;on  a  make-shift  Vho  was  supposed  not  to 
possess  enough  brains  to  favor  either  side. 

Th?  struggle  to  step  into  Mr.  Carmichael's  shoes  seems  to 
'nave  had  a  similar  result,  with  the  slight  variation  that, 
instead  of  accepting  a  dummy  compromise,  the  electing  Synod 
sent  an  invitation  to  an  Englishman,  the  Bishop  of  Stepney, 
who  telegraphed  promptly  a  reply  declining  the  offer.  This 
refusal  has  given  rise  to  much  correspondence  in  the  public 
press,  and  it  is  easy  to  "  read  between  the  lines  "  of  some 
letters  the  writer's  opinion   that    in    the   Canadian   theological 
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sea  there  are  just  as  g-ood  fish  as  ever  swished   a  fin  in  the 
British  church  aquarium. 

A  GOOD  BID  FOR  THE  OFFICE. 

Two  letters  in  the  Montreal  Gazette  strike  us  as  very  typical. 
One  by  Mr.  Doull,  rector  of  the  Church  of  the  Advent,  West- 
mount,    gives    a    very    elaborate    argument    to  show  that  he 
thoroughly  understands  the  requirements  of  the  needed  official. 
He    does  not   want  any  hasty  action  taken   on   the  Stepney 
man's  refusal,  for  he  may  change  his  mind  when  he  sits  down 
to  wTite  a   reply   to   the  Synod's    invitation.      But,    says   Mr. 
Doull,  if  he  still  refuses,  the  Synod   has   done  two  things  :   i. 
It  has  given  a  blow — he  hopes  a  death-blow — to  the  mischie- 
vous conception  of  the  episcopate  as  a  reward."      It  is,  he  says, 
rather    "a   call   to   self-sacrifice,  a  call    to  give  rather  than  to 
receive,"  and  so  on.      Mr.  Doull  would  do  the  episcopal  racket 
to  a  "  t."      2.    It  has  given  a  blow — not  a  death-blow  this  time 
— to  the  "  mischievous  idea  that  a  man  of  the  highest  abilit) 
and  most  distinguished   scholarship  is  too  good  for  Canada." 
In  a  spirit  of  "  deep  humility  "  the  Synod  recognizes  the  im- 
portant position   the  Anglican   Church   holds  in   Canada,  the 
important  position    of  the   Montreal   diocese  in   that  Church, 
and    the   importance  of  Canada   in   the  Empire.      We  thus — 
"  with  deep  humility  "—see  the  keystone  position  held  by  the 
man  w^ho   sits  in   the   Anglican    Bishop's   chair  at   Montreal. 
The  cares  of  Empire  fall    upon   his  shoulders.      Then,  as  if  to 
show  us  what  Canada's  great  need  is — from  the  priest's  stand- 
point— and    to  emphasize  what  the  church  has  left  undone  or 
has  been   unable   to  accomplish,  and   for  which  it  is  necessary 
to  obtain  a  good  man  as  bishop,  he  continues  : 

"  We  have  recognized  that  ou|^  people  aie  daily  becoming  more  and  more 
materialistic,  that  our  wealthy  classes,  our  society  leaders,  our  political  rulers, 
our  professional  men,  our  intellectual  instructors,  both  in  our  schools,  our 
colleges,  and  our  universities,  are  drifting  farther  and  farther  from  the  influence 
of  the  Church  and  Christianity,  and  that  we  are  not  exerting  that  power  over 
them  which  for  their  own  good,  and  for  the  good  of  our  country,  it  is  most  im- 
perative that  we  should  exercise.  We  have  recognized  this,  and  in  a  spirit  of 
faitli  in  God  and  ti'ust  in  the  mothei-  land  and  the  Mother  Church  we  have 
boldly  appealed  to  England  to  give  us,  not  her  second  best,  but  lier  very  best  ; 
not  .something  which  she   can    .spare,  but  .something  which    .she  cannot  spare  ; 
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not  an  offering  svliich  costs  her  little,  but  an  offering  which  will  leave  her 
poorer,  sav^e  for  the  blessing  which  sacrifice  always  brings.  We  have  appealed 
to  her  to  give  us  this  for  no  mean  object,  but  for  the  gi-eatest  work  of  the  cen- 
tury, the  work  of  developing  and  building  up  Canada.  We  have  done  our  duty. 
W^e  await  England's  reply." 

We  do  not  know  Mr.  Doull  personally,  but  he  seems  to  be 
capable  of  making  a  strong-  bid  for  the  vacant  chair.  His 
open  confession,  however,  of  the  "materialistic  "  tendency  of 
the  people,  both  in  the  church  and  schools  and  out  of  them, 
would  seem  to  show  that  he  and  his  fellow-preachers  should 
seriousl}'  set  themselves  to  the  investigation  of  the  cause  of 
this  drifting  away  from  the  Church  and  from  Christianity  of 
the  best  classes  of  the  people,  instead  of  sending  for  "the  best 
man  in  England"  to  do  the  work  for  them.  How  is  it  the 
preachers  have  lost  their  hold  on  the  people,  and  what  pros- 
pect is  there  that,  even  if  the  Bishop  of  Stepney  should  recon- 
sider his  decision,  he  would  do  more  than  add  another  drop  to 
the  bucket  of  clerical  inutility? 

"SANCTIFIED  COMMON  SENSE." 

The  other  letter  is  by  G.  Osborne  Troop,  an  Evangelical 
Toronto  graduate,  rector  of  St.  Martin,  Montreal,  and  was 
called  forth  by  the  attacks  of  some  opponents  who  scoffed  at 
his  "irrational  and  illogical  "  efforts  to  induce  the  S}nod  to 
stop  the  canvassing  for  candidates  and  rely  upon  prayer  and 
upon  "the  guidance  of  God  the  Holy  Ghost."  Mr.  Troop  is 
not  dismayed  by  the  charge  that  it  is  folly  to  talk  about  de- 
pending upon  divine  guidance  in  such  a  matter.  He  says  it 
is  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  teachings  of  the  Bible,  "and 
at  least  in  theory  has  always  been  adopted  by  the  Church  ot 
Christ."  So  assert  many  other  pious  lunatics.  "Would  that 
we  carried  this  principle  honestly  into  effect,"  sighs  the 
reverend  gentleman  ;  and  many  of  us  might  echo  his  wish, 
for,  without  question,  he  and  many  like  him  would  soon  starve 
to  death  if  they  depended  upon  prayer  for  their  daily  bread. 

Mr.  Troop  is  among  those  who  think  prayer  is  not  incon- 
sistent with  work, — if  the  work  is  done  to  his  liking,  of  course. 
"  The  gods  help  those  who  help  themselves  "  is  an  old  saying 
that  originated  no  doubt  with  a  man  who  recognized  that 
prayer  without  work  is  worthless.  Mr.  Troop's  way  of  put- 
tino-  it  is  this  : 
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"It  is  an  insult  to  the  Divine  counsel  to  imply  that  we  must  part  with  the 
exercise  of  our  common  sense  if  we  rely  upon  the  Holy  Spirit  through  prayer. 
What  we  sorely  need  is  common  sense  sanctified.  Straightforward  conference 
is  in  no  sense  inconsistent  with  reliance  upon  the  Holy  Spirit  ;  but  open  con- 
ference is  one  thing  and  secret  wire-pulling  and  political  caucusing  constitute 
quite  anothcn'.  It  is  the  prevalence  of  the  latter  which  is  a  scandal  and  a 
repi'oach  to  the  Church  of  God." 

Mr.  Troop  could  no  doubt  explain  what  he  means  by  his 
assertion  that  the  exercise  ol:  common  sense,  or  our  reasoning- 
faculties,  is  not  inconsistent  with  reh'ance  upon  "  the  Holy 
Spirit  through  prayer  ; "  but  we  doubt  if  his  explanation 
would  render  it  any  clearer  to  us.  If  we  rely  upon  our  own 
judg"ment,  we  certainly  cannot  rely  upon  the  divine  will. 
"Common  sense  sanctified,"  we  suppose,  means  that  our 
reasoning-  must  be  done  under  orders  from  thfe  bishop.  We 
don't  see  any  other  way  of  sanctifying  it. 

There  was  a  time  when  Christians  believed  that  the  books 
of  the  Bible  were  selected  by  their  God  through  the  medium 
of  prayer.  The  story  is  that  all  the  then  known  "sacred 
books"  were  put  on  the  floor  under  the  table,  then  all  the 
members  of  the  Council  knelt  in  prayer  for  an  hour  or  so,  and 
when  they  stood  up  the  canonical  books  were  all  on  the  table. 
This  is  a  very  understandable  story.  Prayer  had  had  its 
proper  effect.  Deity  had  been  visibly  moved  by  human 
petition.  Now-a-days,  however,  men  may  try  the  same  g^ame 
occasionally, — in  secret,  perhaps — but  there  is  no  verilied  case 
of  a  similar  answer  being  received,  unless  it  be  in  the  case  of 
Torrey,  Crosslcy,  Newell,  Hunter,  etc.,  the  well-known  fakers, 
who  reap  a  golden  harvest  from  prayer  ;  and  men,  as  Mr. 
Doull  says,  are  becomings  too  "materialistic"  to  believe  in 
the  efiicacy  of  prayer.  Indeed,  the  preachers  themselves  join 
the  jocund  laymen  in  laug'hing  at  the  story  of  the  old  woman 
who,  when  told  that  the  ship  was  wrecked  and  "all  was  lost 
except  trust  in  God,"  exclaimed,  "Alas  !  and  has  it  come  to 
that?" 

If  Mr.  Troop's  charge  against  the  church  of  "secret  wire- 
pulling and  political  caucusing-"  is  justified,  it  seems  to  take 
the  heart  out  of  Mr.  Doull's  boast  of  the  blow  given  to  the 
disinterested  character  of  the  church.  We  have,  indeed,  evi- 
dence on  all  sides  that  this  wirepulling  is  common  to  all  sacts 
of  the  church,  and  we  are  constrained  to  believe  that  Mr. 
Troop's  talk  about  prayer  and  "  sanctified  common  sense  "  is 
only  so  much  "  bluff." 
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THE    AGE    OF   THE    EARTH. 

BV     EDWARD     GREENLY,     IN     "THE    LITERARY    GUIDE." 

During  the  last  two  or  three  years  a  g'ood  many  more  or  less  isolated  state- 
ments have  found  their  way  into  journals  and  mag'azines  on  the  subject  of 
the  asje  of  the  earth.  From  being'  isolated  these  are  often  rather  mislead- 
ing-, and  therefore  a  short  review  of  the  development  of  scientific  opinion 
on  the  subject  ma}-  tend  to  clear  our  minds,  and  be  useful  as  well  as 
interesting-. 

Liberated,  about  the  beginnings  of  the  nineteenth  century,  from  the 
theolog-ical  six  thousand  years  and  six  days  of  creation,  g-eologists 
revelled  for  some  fifty  3'ears,  without  let  or  hindrance,  in  their  new-found 
freedom.  Confronted  by  the  magnitude  of  the  operations  of  Nature,  they 
made  what  drafts  they  wished  upon  the  bank  of  time.  And  it  is  likely 
indeed,  that  only  thus  could  they  have  gained  courage  to  apply  without 
flinching  those  sound  principles  whose  use  has  resulted  in  the  steady  and 
wonderful  progress  of  their  science.  In  the  impressive  words  of  Button, 
they  found  in  the  records  o(  tliat  science  "  no  traces  of  a  beginning,  no 
prospect  of  an  end." 

And  so,  when  attempts  began  to  be  made  to  impose  new  limits  from 
physical  considerations,  it  is  not  surprising  that  there  arose  a  certain  sense 
of  dissatisfaction.  It  is  true  that  the  new  limits  were  scarcely  limits  at  all, 
when  compared  with  the  old  ones.  But,  still,  they  were  limits.  A 
chained-up  dog,  let  loose  to  scour  all  over  the  open  country,  would  hardly 
feel  much  enthusiasm  at  being  called  back,  and  told  that,  though  no 
longer,  indeed,  chained  to  his  kennel,  he  must  on  no  account  stray  beyond 
the  walls  of  the  yard. 

As  far  back  as  the  year  1862  Lord  Kelvin  published  the  first  of  a  series 
of  mathematical  papers,  in  which  he  sought  to  find  a  limit  to  the  age  of 
the  planet.  His  calculations  were  based  upon  three  kinds  of  evidence  :  (i) 
The  application  of  the  theory  of  thermal  conductivity  to  the  increase  of 
temperature  observed  in  deep  mines  and  borings,  giving  a  rate  of  cooling 
for  the  earth  ;  (2)  the  tidal  retardation  of  the  earth's  rotation  ;  and  (3)  the 
amount  of  heat  generated  by  the  supposed  mode  of  formation  of  the  sun 
during  nebular  condensation  and  the  rate  of  radiation  of  such  heat.  The 
result  he  arrived  at  was  a  date  of  400,000,000  to  100,000,000  years  ago 
for  the  consolidation  of  the  crust  ;  but  he  subsequently  reduced  these 
figures  to  40,000,000  or  20,000,000  years. 

The  language  of  the  physicists  was,  to  say  the  least,  emphatic.  Their 
arguments,  it  was  contended,  "  sweep  away  the  whole  system  of  geologi- 
cal and  biological  speculation,  demanding  an  'inconceivably'  great  vista 
of  past  time,  or  even  a  few  thousand  million  years,  for  the  history  of  life 
on  the  earth."  Professor  Tait,  going  even  further,  reduced  "the  possible 
period  that  can  be  allowed  to  geologists  to  something  less  than  10,000,000 
years."  And  Sir  Robert  Ball  drew  pictures  of  tidal  waves  as  high  as  the 
dome  of  St.  Paul's,  sweeping  round  the  world  in  days  of  much  less  than 
twenty-four  hours. 

Fallen  catastrophism  began  to  rear  its   head,  and  even  theology  to  hint 
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that  limits  of  millions  were  a  vindication  of  its  own  limits  of  thousands. 
But,  in  spite  of  these  extremists,  the  physical  arg"uments  beg^an  to  tell. 
"  Exact  "  science  had  a  formidable  sound  ;  and  Lord  Kelvin's  great 
reputation,  and  his  confidence  in  his  mathematical  method,  influenced 
leading-  g-eolog'ists  to  revise  the  estimates  of  time  derived  from  their  own 
science,  and  see  whether  they  could  not  be  broug'ht  into  harmony  with 
those  of  the  physicists.  Careful  calculations  were  made  of  the  thickness 
of  the  known  strata,  and  of  the  time  requisite  for  their  deposition  ;  and 
these  were  supplemented  by  reasonings  concerning^  the  liquidity  of  igneous 
rocks  (Clarence  King),  and  ingenious  estimates  of  the  increasing  salinity 
of  the  sea  (Reade  and  Joly)  ;  while  the  biologists  began  to  consider 
whether  the  course  of  evolution  could  not,  after  all,  be  compressed  within 
something  like  the  limits  allowed  by  Lord  Kelvin,  and  a  few  even  to  think 
that  they  could  discern  signs  of  the  more  violent  youth  of  the  globe  in  the 
older  geological  formations. 

Here  are  some  of  the  principal  results,  reckoning  from  the  beginning  of 
the  Cambrian  system  : 

Clarence  King 24  million  years. 

SoUas 26       „  „ 

Joly : 90 

Geikie 100       „  „ 

Mellard  Reade 600       „  „ 

Goodchild 700       „  „ 

It  will  be  seen  that,  like  the  physical  results,  they  vary  considerably,  those 
of  Sollas  and  King  being  exceeded  by  the  time  given  by  Goodchild  to  the 
chalk  alone.  But  other  geologists  refused  the  enticing  problem.  Dr. 
Teall,  the  present  Director  of  the  Geological  Survey,  showed,  in  1863, 
that  the  most  ancient  formations  gave  no  evidence  of  any  state  of  affairs 
differing  sensibly  from  that  of  ihe  present  day.  In  1888  Professor  A.  H. 
Green,  one  of  the  strongest  and  sanest  geologists  of  our  time,  who  had 
held  the  chairs  of  geology  and  mathematics  at  the  Yorkshire  College, 
Leeds,  was  appointed  to  that  of  geology  at  Oxford  ;  and  a  hope  was 
expressed  (I  think  in  Nature)  that  he  would  devote  any  increase  of  leisure 
to  subjects  of  this  kind,  seeing  that  he  was  so  uniquely  equipped  by  his 
high  attainments  in  both  sciences.  I  remember  drawing  his  attention  to 
this  ;  but  he  replied  very  decisively  :  "  No.  Some  years  ago  I  did  ^o 
through  Kelvin's  calculations  ;  but  I  found  that  their  basis  of  assumption 
was  so  large  and  so  uncertain  that  the  whole  matter  appeared  to  be  of 
much  less  importance  than  people  seemed  to  think,  and  I  shall  not  spend 
my  time  upon  it.  We  know  far  too  little  of  the  inside  of  the  earth,  not  to 
speak  of  the  sun.  The  time  has  not  come  for  the  application  of  mathe- 
matics to  these  questions." 

This  uncertainty  of  assumptions  began  to  be  criticized  by  physicists 
themselves,  particularly  by  G.  Darwin,  R.  S.  Woodward,  and  Perry  ;  and 
the  whole  matter  cannot  be  expressed  better  than  it  was  by  Huxley  as  far 
back  as  1869  :  "  Mathematics  may  be  compared  to  a  mill  of  exquisite 
workmanship,  which  grinds  your  stuff  of  any  degree  of  fineness  ;  but, 
nevertheless,  what  you  get  out  depends  upon  what  you  put  in.  And  as 
the  grandest  mill  in  the  world  will  not  extract  wheat-flour  from  peascods, 
so  pages  of  formulae  will  not  get  a  definite  result  out  of  loose  data." 
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So  the  matter  stood  until  a  few  years  ag-o,  when  the  extraordinary  pro- 
perties of  the  new  element,  radium,  startled  the  whole  scientific  world. 
Here  was  an  undreamt-of  source  of  energ-y,  independent,  apparently,  of 
a  slowly  waning-  star  ;  and  in  an  address  to  the  Scientific  Society  of  the 
University  College  of  North  Wales,  I  ventured  tentatively  to  sugg-est  that 
radio-activity  might  be,  after  all,  the  peascods  that  had  found  their  way 
into  Lord  Kelvin's  mill.  But  my  caution  was  unnecessary.  Others  made 
the  same  sugg-estion  ;  and  the  Hon.  R.  J.  Strutt,  investig^ating  a  large 
number  of  ordinary  rocks,  found  that  they  contained  much  more  radium 
than  was  necessary  to  account  for  the  internal  heat  of  the  earth.  The 
assumption,  always  before  made,  that  stellar  and  planetary  heat  was 
merely  a  remnant  of  that  of  a  primaeval  contracting-  nebula,  fell  to  the 
ground,  and  with  it  all  the  physical  calculation  of  geological  time.  In  his 
address  to  the  British  Association  in  1905  Professor  G.  Darwin  concludes 
that  "the  physical  argument  is  not  susceptible  of  a  greater  degree  of  cer- 
tainty than  that  of  the  geologists,  and  the  scale  of  geological  time  remains 
in  great  measure  unknown." 

Meanwhile  geology  asks  for  more  time,  not  less,  than  she  did.  The 
study  of  pre-Cambrian  geology  is  only  in  its  infancy.  Yet,  to  take  a  single 
example,  the  Scandinavian  geologists  recognize  already  five  pre-Cambrian 
systems  ;  and  these  are  separated  from  each  other  by  intervals  of  unknown 
length  !      So  do  the  dim  vistas  of  the  past  open  out  before  us. 


THOUGHTS  OF  A  THINKER. 

BY    T.     DUGAN,    ALBANY,    X.Y. 

THE  WAR    IN   HEAVEN. 

n. 

1  WAS  also  informed,  when  a  child,  that  ^he  earth  was  made  for  the  pur- 
pose of  producing  souls  enough  to  make  up  for  the  losses  sustained  in  that 
battle  in  heaven,  and  for  no  other  purpose.  If  this  is  true,  I  may  ask,  why 
was  that  apple-tree  planted  in  that  garden,  and  man  prohibited  from  par- 
taking of  its  fruit  ?  It  must  have  been  placed  there  for  that  very  purpose, 
because,  if  Adam  and  Eve  had  abstained  from  "eating"  of  its  fruit,  those 
losses  could  never  have  been  made  up.  So  you  see  here  another  contra- 
diction. One  story  does  not  fit  the  other.  Then  I  ask  :  Why  did  God 
condemn  mankind  for  doing  that  which  enabled  him  to  fill  his  own  plan  ? 
And  if  he  relented  when  4,000  years  had  passed  away,  and  he  sent  "his 
only  begotten  son  "  to  suffer  as  an  atonement  to  appease  his  own  wrath, 
then  those  who  had  been  produced  during  the  4,000  years  must  have  be- 
come the  subjects  of  his  Satanic  majesty.  In  other  words,  they  must  have 
been  filling  hell,  instead  of  heaven. 

According    to    this   story,  one-third  of  God   could  forsake  heaven,   and 
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come  down  to  the  earth  in  the  shape  of  a  man — eat,  drink,  sleep  and  die 
(one-third  of  the  Infinite  !)  as  a  man  would,  and  all  the  time  he  was  here 
— the  Creator  of  the  Universe — and  we  did  not  know  it  ;  and  the  only  way 
he  coi'.ld  make  us  believe  it,  was  by  producing-  miracles,  or,  in  other  words, 
violatini^  natural  laws  ! 

Previous  to  that  battle  in  hea\  en,  where  was  hell  located,  or  was  it  in 
existence  at  all?  If  the  battle  never  occurred,  hell  would  not  be  required, 
for  there  would  be  no  one  to  be  confined  in  such  a  place,  consequently  God 
must  have  made  it  instantaneously,  and  to  do  so  he  must  have  selected 
some  part  of  Space  to  locate  it  in,  and  in  doing  that  he  must  have  abstracted 
a  part  of  himself,  that  is  to  say,  he  must  have  made  himself  a  finite  being. 
Then  the  sacrifice  of  the  son  is  to  be  all  in  vain  unless  you  conform  to  a 
certain  proposition,  and  this  is  the  programme  :  To  be  saved,  you  must 
believe  that  this  sacrifice  was  made  in  your  behalf,  to  atone  for  the  sin 
.Adam  committed  in  eating-  the  "forbidden  fruit,"  and  also  that  it  was 
made  by  God  himself,  in  the  person  of  his  "  divine  Son,"  Christ,  the 
second  person  of  the  Holy  Trinity.  If  you  fail  to  conform  to  this  condition 
then  vou  are  classed  with  rhe  impenitent  thief  upon  the  cross,  and  incur 
eternal  damnation  for  your  want  of  faith. 

This  so-called  battle  in  heaven  is  a  myth.  It  is  based  upon  natural  phe- 
nomena, which  would  be  plain  to  the  evidence  of  our  senses  and  our  intel- 
lect every  day  of  our  lives  if  we  had  not  been  hypnotized  when  we  were 
children. 

God  and  Devil  represent  t'.e  principles  of  Good  and  Evil — so-called. 
These  principles  have  been  personified^they  are  myths,  invented  by  priests 
in  order  to  secure  the  control  oi'  the  human  mind,  and  mould  it  to  the 
shape  and  forni  which  priests  require  for  their  own  selfish  purposes. 

Now,  there  is  no  such  thing  as  evil  in  existence.  Instead,  there  is  per- 
petual change  or  evolution.  It  is  from  this  very  principle  which  they  terni» 
'•  evil  "  that  all  things  are  as  the\-  are.  It  is  the  natural  conflict  in  Nature, 
or  the  "  Struggle  for  Existence,"  or  the  "  Survival  of  the  Fittest,"  which 
has  produced  the  present  condition  of  things. 

Palasontology  proves  that  life  began  in  a  very  simple  manner,  and  during 
almost  infinite  time  it  has  changed  by  conforming  to  ever-changing  con- 
ditions, both  in  inaniniate  nature  and  in  organized  beings.  Such  ;i  thing 
as  evil  does  not  exist,  but  there  is  universal  and  perpetual  motion,  or 
change  ;  and  it  is  through  this  motion  that  all  things  which  exist  appear 
to  us  to-day  as  they  do.  We  ourselves  are  outcomes  from  the  mixtures 
and  intermixtures,  the  combinations  and  re-combinations  of  primitive 
material  through  a  past  eternity,  which  niaterial  will  continue  to  exist  in 
other  forms  throughout  an  indefinite  future. 

There  is  no  knowing  what  form  the  human  race  will  eventually  assume. 
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but  there  are  reasons  for  believing"  that  it  will  become  far  more  perfect  than 
it  now  is,  through  and  by  the  laws  of  evolution,  before  the  earth  becomes 
finally  incapable  of  maintaining  organic  life. 

You  can  now  perceive  that  the  absurdities  w^hich  have  been  drummed 
into  our  ears  and  minds  when  we  were  mere  children  by  those  who  wer? 
interested  in  deceiving  us,  are  false  to  their  \ery  core.  All  that  would  be 
required  to  change  this  is  to  deprive  the  priesthood  of  authority  to  tampej- 
with  education  in  any  way.  They  have  done  so  in  France.  France  has 
known  what  religion  is,  almost  as  well  as  have  Spain  and  Italv,  for  it 
suffered  long  centuries  of  tyranny  and  cruel  oppression,  massacres  and  the 
perpetration  of  every  crime  ;  and  that  is  why  it  threw  off  the  clerical  vcke 
as  soon  as  it  was  able  to  do  so. 

I  wish  to  have  it  understood  that  when  I  refer  to  "priests,"  it  must  not 
be  taken  in  a  personal  sense.  Priests  are  men,  and  men  are  what  circum- 
stances have  made  them.  It  is  the  system  that  I  aim  at  and  not  the  man. 
Destroy  the  system,  and  }ou  destroy  the  evil  ;  and  to  do  that,  vou  must 
remember  that  the  only  power  which  can  change  a  man's  ideas  is  thar 
which  appeals  to  his  own  personal  advantage  or  self-interesL. 

This  world,  as  far  as  men  are  concerned,  is  governed  by  this  principle — 
self-interest  only  ;  for  self-preservation  is  the  first  law  of  nature.  It  is 
human  nature  which  prompts  all  men  to  struggle  for  their  own  preservation. 
If  vou  can  show  men  a  course  they  can  take  with  advantage  to  themselves, 
they  will  choose  that  course  in  preference  to  any  other,  and  they  will  not 
otherwise.  Show  a  man  tlie  truth,  and  if  he  is  competent  to  perceive  it, 
and  he  finds  that  it  will  be  to  his  advantage  to  accept  it,  he  will  always 
do   so. 

So  instead  of  the  man  it  is  his  profession  I  attack.  Every  religious 
systemi  has  always  endeavored  to  instil  into  men  the  ideas  of  obedience, 
submission,  humility,  and  all  that.  This  has  been  going  on  for  thousands 
of  years,  and  has  now*  become  almost  instinctive  in  mankind  ;  so  much  so, 
that  if  you  lisp  one  word  in  reference  to  the  truth  you  incur  their  hatred 
and  ill-w^ill.  In  other  words,  they  will  look  upon  you  as  a  bad  man,  who 
should  be  avoided  if  not  driven  out  of  the  comm.unity.  This  is  why  such 
names  as  "infidel,"  "atheist,"  etc.,  are  so  frequently  used  against  all 
those  W'ho  are  endeavoring  to  enlighten  the  people.  This  is  wh}-  Thomas 
Paine,  and  other  good  men,  are  held  in  such  disrepute.  This  is  wh\-  men 
in  business  have  to  become  hypocrites,  because  they  are  afraid  to  express 
their  real  sentiments  in  reference  to  the  nature  of  the  universe  ;  and  this  is 
why  there  are  so  many  rascals  in  the  various  churches  and  in  political  life, 
as  well  as  in  positions  of  trust,  the  records  of  which  can  be  seen  in  almost 
every  daily  issue  of  every  newspaper  in  the  country. 

(To  be  coiithiued.) 
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ROOSEVELT'S  LETTER  ON  RELIGION  AND 

POLITICS. 

;o: 

BV    n.     P.     UXDEKWOOD,     QUINCY,     ILL. 

[The  article  printed  below  is  reproduced  from  the  Quincy,  lU,  Daily  Journal  of 
Nov.  II,  111  which  it  appeared  as  an  editorial.  Mr.  Underwood  is  the  leading 
editorial  writer  for  that  newspaper.] 


There  was  no  need  of  the  publication  of  Roosevelt's  letter  the  other  day 
in  reply  to  a  correspondent  who,  weeks  a.go,  made  inquiries  of  him  as  to 
Taft's  relig-ious  belief,  but  the  president  deems  it  his  rii^ht  and  duty  to 
issue  proclamations  and  to  present  to  the  public  essays  and  disquisitions 
on  almost  every  possible  subject  on  which  he  has  convictions.  And  he  has 
convictions  on  every  subject,  whether  he  knows  much  about  it  or  not.  No 
one  who  is  intelligent,  liberal  and  fair-minded,  however,  will  question  the 
justice  of  Roosevelt's  defence  of  the  rights  of  conscience  and  religious 
belief,  and  of  the  wrong  of  discriminating  against  political  candidates  for 
election  to  office  because  of  such  beliefs.  Roosevelt  has  not  himself  been 
entirely  free  from  condemning  men  on  account  of  their  religious  beliefs. 
He  allowed  himself  some  years  ago  to  stigmatize  Thomas  Paine,  who  was 
a  devout  Deist,  as  "  a  dirty  little  Atheist."  Roosevelt  did  this  because 
Paine  was  a  supporter  of  Jefferson,  whom  Roosevelt  dislikes,  and  an  oppo- 
nent of  Hamilton,  whom  Roosevelt  eulogizes.  Roosevelt  has  been  asked 
.many  times  to  retract  this  faise  statement  in  regard  to  the  author  of 
•"Common  Sense"  and  "The  Rights  of  Man,"  the  pamphleteer  of 
American  independence,  who  wrote  in  ''  the  times  that  tried  men's  souls  " 
in  favor  of  American  liberty,  but  he  has  never  made  the  correction.  Yet 
we  shall  not  hold  this  against  Roosevelt  as  in  any  way  lessening  the  truth 
of  what  he  says  in  reply  to  his  correspondent. 

In  the  midst  of  the  campaign  The  Journal  took  occasion  to  protest 
against  the  utterances  of  a  democratic  orator  who  sought  to  make  capital 
out  of  the  supposedly  unpopular  religious  views  of  the  republican  candidate, 
and  what  Roosevelt  says  is,  in  substance,  what  The  Journal  had  to  say  on 
that  same  point. 

The  only  question  that  we  have  a  right  to  ask  in  regard  to  a  political 
candidate  is,  is  he  competent,  is  he  honest,  is  he  a  worthy  American 
citizen  ?  Any  inquisitorial  inquiry  in  regard  to  his  religious  beliefs  is  an 
impertinence  that  a  candidate  has  a  right  to  resent,  if  the  inquiry  is  for  the 
purpose  of  making  capital  out  of  his  religious  opinions.  What  the  religious 
belief  of  Mr.  Taft  is  we  neither  know  nor  care.  He  is  said  to  be  a  Unitarian 
in  his  religious  aiHliations.      The  Unitarians,  intellectually  and  morally,  are 
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surpassed  by  no  relig-ionists,  thouj>-h  the  word  Unitarian  does  not  indicate 
anything;-  very  specifically.  In  the  Unitarian  churches  are  men  and  women 
of  a  g'reat  variety  of  religious  ideas,  Agnostic  as  well  as  Theistic,  with  a 
sprinkling  of  "  reformed  "  Jews,  Theosophists,  Spiritualists,  Clir'.stian 
Scientists,  and  others  of  heterodox  phases  of  thought.  Formerly  the  wor^l 
Unitarian  distinguished  one  from  a  Trinitarian,  but  this  has  ceased  to  be 
the  distinctive  use  or  implication  of  the  name  in  these  later  days.  But  what 
of  it?  Why  should  one  seek  to  discredit  a  candidate,  whatexer  his 
religious  views  ? 

Are  such  men  as  Darwin,  Huxley,  Lubbock,  Wallace,  in  science,  to  he 
disparaged  on  account  of  their  religious  ideas?  Are  such  men  as  Buckle, 
Grote  and  Lecky  to  be  discredited  because  of  their  heterodoxy  ?  Are  such 
men  as  Francis  William  Newman,  John  Stuart  Mill,  Herbert  Spencer  and 
John  Morley  to  be  thought  less  of  because  of  their  speculations  on  religion  ? 
Was  Disraeli  any  less  great  as  the  premier  of  Great  Britain  because  of  his 
Jewish  descent  and  religion  ? 

Referring  to  llnitarianism,  we  may  here  remark  incidentally  that 
Michael  Servetus,  John  Milton,  John  Locke,  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  Joseph 
Priestley  (the  discoverer  of  oxygen),  James  Martineau,  and  the  great 
preachers,  William  Ellery  Channing  and  Theodore  Parker,  were  all 
Unitarians. 

Certainly  Mr.  Taft  is  in  very  good  company,  as  was  his  father,  in  their 
heterodox  affiliation.  John  Adams,  Jefferson,  John  Quincy  Adams,  Millard 
Fillmore,  Charles  Sumner,  Edvvard  Everett,  Governor  Andrew  (of  Massa- 
chusetts), .Senator  Hoar,  Edward  Everett  Hale  and  hundreds  of  others,  all 
great  and  good  men,  were  of  the  same  religious  household.  William 
Lloyd  Garrison,  the  distinguished  advocate  of  emancipation,  was  never 
thought  less  of  on  account  of  his  religious  heresy.  Certainly  nobody  will 
ever  criticize  Judge  Taft  because  he  does  not,  as  Lincoln  and  Douglas  did 
not,  happen  to  belong  to  an  orthodox  church.  There  are,  of  course,  per- 
sons dominated  by  the 'spirit  of  religious  bigotry  who  would  not  vote  tor 
a  man  nominated  for  a  political  office  if  they  knew  him  to  be  a  Catholic  or 
a  L^nitarian  or  a  Hebrew,  but  such  persons  are  the  exceptions,  and  every 
day  their  number  is  growing  smaller  by  degrees  and  beautifully  less. 

Jefferson  was  abused  in  his  day  when  he  was  running  for  the  Presidency 
by  the  same  class  of  religionists  who  found  fault  with  Judge  Taft  for  his 
religious  opinions  ;  but  even  then  religious  bigotry  was  not  strong  enough 
to  defeat  the  great  exponent  of  democracy.  Since  that  time  there  has  been 
a  very  marked  decline  of  religious  bigotry,  and  such  recrudescences  of  it 
as  break  out  here  and  there  now  and  then  are  not  likely  to  have  any 
perceptible  influence  in  defeating  a  worthy  candidate  for  any  political 
position   for   which   he  is  nominated. 
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DEATH  OF  DELOS  A.  BLODGETT,  OF  GRAND  RAPIDS,  MICH. 
On  the  ist  of  November,  at  the  age  of  nearly  84  years,  died  Delos  A. 
Blodg-ett,  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  For  many  years  Mr.  Rlodg-ett  had  been 
known  as  a  staunch  Freethinker.  He  had  often  paid  the  expenses  of 
Ing-ersoll,  Charles  Watts,  and  other  liberal  lecturers  in  order  to  g"ive  his 
feliow-townsmen  an  opportunit}-  to  hear  their  brilliant  expositions  ot'  Secular 
philosophy,  and  never  grudg'ed  his  mite  towards  the  expenses  of  the  Free- 
thought  journals.  He  will  be  missed  by  many,  though  naturally  at  his 
advanced  age  no  oue  would  expect  that  he  could  survive  much  longer. 
Thougli  Mr.  Hlodgett  was  a  staunch  Freethinker,  he  was  not  by  any  means 
an  intolerant  one  ;  and  latterly  we  have  understood  that  he  had  been  culti- 
vating the  "  occult  sciences  "  in  the  shape  of  Spiritualism.  His  broad- 
minded  tolerance  will  best  be  appreciated  if  we  reproduce  the  following 
passage  from  a  lengthy  notice  i'l  the  Grand  Bapids  ReAneto  : 

*'  In  i-elij^ion  Mr.  Blodgett  was  an  agno.stic.  He  wa.s  a  personal  friend  and 
a  gi-eat  admirer  of  Robert  G.  Ingersoll  and  of  Charles  Watts,  the  great  English 
lecturer.  At  his  own  expense  Mr.  Blodgett  brought  both  to  Grand  Rapids 
several  times  to  speak.  He  was  an  agnostic  to  the  end,  with  no  thought  of 
wavering,  no  hint  at  a  change.  Though  he  had  not  faith,  Mr.  Blodgett  had 
works  to  his  credit,  and  many  of  them.  He  gave  freely  to  churches  to  aid  them 
in  building  or  for  their  activities  when  he  believed  their  cause  was  worthy. 
He  was  especially  kind  to  the  Catholic  and  colored  chui'che.s,  but  he  did  not 
di-av  the  line  at  any  denomination.  He  was  equally  kind  to  all  provided 
always  the  cause  for  which  they  asked  support  stood  the  test. 

"  Although  an  unbeliever  he  was  not  a  scoffer.  He  had  his  own  opinions, 
and  conceded  to  others  the  right  to  their  opinions.  His  highest  desire  was 
that  the  churches  and  the  world  be  tolerant. 

"  Mr.  Blodgett  was  a  free  and  frequent  giver  to  charity,  but  his  benefactions 
ran  ly  became  known  unless  of  such  a  nature  that  concealment  was  impossible. 
He  was  a  generous  contributor  to  the  hospitals  and  organized  effort.  Th(^ 
Blodgett  Chikh'en's  Home  will  stand  as  an  enduring  monument  to  his 
memory.  His  gift  originally  was  the  old  Clark  home,  which  .served  excellently 
in  the  earl}'  days  of  the  woi'k.  When  the  old  home  became  unsuitable  as  a  home 
for  the  orphans  he  ainiounced  his  intention  to  build  a  new  home.      This  building 
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is  now  nearly  completed  and  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  huildinu's  in  Grand 
Rapids.  It  represents  a  cost  of  about  $150,000  and  will  be  furnished  complete 
when  finally  turned  over  to  the  association.  It  was  one  of  Mr.  Blodgett's 
regrets  as  he  realized  that  the  end  was  drawing  near  that  he  would  be  unable 
to  see  the  building  completed. 

The  funeral  was  held  on  Nov.  5th,  the  Rev.  John  M.  Roberts,  of  tl;c 
Church  of  This  World,  Kansas  City,  officiating-,  and  g-iving^  a  lenj^-lhy 
eulogistic  address  ending-  with  a  poem  of  Ing-ersoH's.  It  was  attended  by 
many  prominent  persons,  two  Senators,  J.  C.  Burrows  and  W.  A.  Smith, 
being-  among-  the  pall-bearers. 


DEATH    OF  DR.  JOHN    SUTHERLAND,    OF    PRINCE    EDWARD 

ISLAND. 

Another  friend  of  Secular  Thought  and  a  staunch  supporter  of  the 
cause  it  advocates  has  lately  g-one  from  us  in  the  person  of  Dr.  John 
Sutherland,  who  for  over  thirty  j'ears  was  located  about  a  dozen  miles 
from  Summerside,  P.E.I.  Dr.  Sutherland  was  not  only  an  okl  subscriber 
to  this  journal,  but  he  was  a  friend  to  humanity,  and  beyond  his  immediate 
kindred  many  sincerely  mourn  his  demise.  He  was  a  true  nian  of  integrity 
and  honor,  one  of  the  few  upon  whom  nature  stamps  its  seal  of  nobility, 
and  he  lived  up  to  the  mark.  L^nassuming-,  retiring,  but  a  true  friend  to 
those  needing  assistance,  much  of  his  professional  service  was  given  with- 
out fee  or  reward. 

Our  friend  died  suddenly  while  absent  from  home.  Returning  from  a 
trip  to  Chicago,  he  stopped  at  Montreal  for  so.me  days.  On  the  night  of 
Sunday,  the  iith  ult.,  he  retired  in  apparent  good  health,  to  be  found 
lifeless  next  morning.  The  leniains  were  forwarded  to  his  home  on  the 
island,  and  were  interred  in  the  family  plot  with  more  than  usual  marks  of 
esteem. 

Deceased  was  born  a*t  Stanley  Bridge,  in  this  province,  sixty-two  years 
ago.  He  was  a  graduate  of  the  Philadelphia  Medical  College,  and  prac- 
tised his  profession  with  much  success  for  over  thirty-one  years.  He  left 
a  wife,  but  no  family.  Of  him  it  may  truly  be  said  that  "  To  live  in  hearts 
one  leaves  behind  is  not  to  die."  R.   S.  B. 


MISS  ELKINS  A  "REINCARNATED  DUCHESS." 
Mr.  Rogers,  a  lecturer  of  the  Chicago  Theosophical  Society,  was  asked 
the  other  day  the  extremely  puzzling  question,  "  Why  do  European  noble- 
men hunger  for  American  heiresses?  "  and  "  Is  Miss  Katharine  Elkins  a 
reincarnated  duchess?  "  and  his  reply  was,  that,  "  according  to  the  tenets 
of  Theosophy,  the  chances  are  highly   in   favor  of  considering  Miss  Elkins 
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a  reincarnated  duchess.  Miss  Elkins  has  all  the  inherent  attributes  of  a 
duchess  (!).  She  lacks  the  title,  that  is  all."  Yes,  that  is  all.  She  lacks 
the  title.  But  Mr.  Rog'ers's  further  explanations  rather  tended  to  show- 
that  it  is  not  the  European  nobleman  who  huni^ers  for  the  American 
heiress,  but  the  American  heiress  who  hungers  for  the  European  nobleman. 
For  he  says  that  "  a  woman  who  happened  to  be  a  royalist  in  a  past  in- 
carnation and  is  born  amid  plebeian  surroundings  in  the  next  incarnation 
....  will  feel  intuitively  that  she  belongs  to  a  higher  stratum  of  society 
than  that  in  which  Karma  has  seen  fit  to  place  her.  And  so  ...  .  she 
would  instinctively  seek  to  identify  herself  again  with  the  nobility." 

Had  we  not  had  some  experience  among  Theosophists,  we  should  be 
inclined  to  regard  Mr.  Rogers  as  a  fit  subject  for  the  attentions  of  an 
alienist  doctor  ;  but  our  experience  shows  us  that  these  Theosophical  folks 
are  only  a  little  more  erratic  than  their  Christian  friends,  who  are  good 
business  people  when  engaged  in  trade,  but  stark  staring  lunatics  when 
talking  religion. 


SYMPATHY  AND  DEATH. 
The  following  letter    by  the  late  Colonel  Ingersoll   has  been  copyrighted 
by  Dr.  J.  A.  Thompson,  of  Hyattsville,  Md.,  who    sends    us  a  copy  of  it, 
we  presume  for  publication  : 

"Washington,  D.C.,  May  12,  1881. 
"  My  Dear  Mr.  Mills  :  I  know  how  poor,  weak,  and  worthless  all 
words  are,  and  forever  must  be,  in  the  presence  of  death.  I  know  from 
experience  that  human  sympathy  is  '  balm  for  hurt  minds,'  and  I  want 
you  to  know  that  you  have  mine.  After  all,  there  is  only  the  difference  of 
a  few  beats  of  the  heart  between  the  living  and  the  dead.  A  little  more 
anxiety,  a  few  more  moments  of  gladness,  a  few  more  tears,  and  the  uni- 
versal fate  will  be  ours.  1  know  what  it  is  to  see  a  father  dead,  and  I 
now  feel  that  I  would  like  to  press  your  hand. 

"Yours  always,  "  R.  G.  Ingersoll." 


ST.  ANSGAR,   IOWA,   LOCAL  AMERICAN  SECULAR  UNION. 

Wc  have  received  the  following  hopeful  and  suggestive  letter,  which  is 
accompanied  by  the  modest  and  practical  constitution  of  the  new  society  : 

"St.  Ansgar,  Iowa,    Nov.    10,   igo8. 
Editor  Secular  Thought. 

"  .Sir  :  On  the  27th  of  last  month  we  organized  a  Local  Secular  Union 
here  with  a  membership  of  eight.  There  are  about  thirty  others  here  who 
ought  to  join.  I  think  some  of  them  will  do  so  soon,  but  others  are  indif- 
ferent, some  domineered  over  by  relatives,  and  still  others  foolishly  timid 
because  of  their  business.  With  a  membership  of  forty  we  would  be 
stronger  than  any  of  the  churches  save  one.  "  A.  J.  Cl.ausen,  Sec." 
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With  this  title  Mr.  John  Manson  has  pubHshed  the  results  of  an  exhaustive 
investigation  into  the  org"anization  and  methods  of  work  of  the  Salvation 
Army  in  Eng^land.  The  first  edition  of  the  work  was  issued  in  1906,  and 
a  second  edition,  containing'  much  additional  matter,  has  just  been  pub- 
lished. Since  its  first  appearance  no  errors  have  been  pointed  out  either 
by  the  Salvation  Army  officials  or  by  its  friends,  though  both  the  religious 
and  the  secular  press  have  insisted  with  almost  complete  unanimitv  that  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  Army  to  make  a  detailed  and  satisfactory  reply  ;  and  it 
is  a  remarkable  fact  that  some  of  the  religious  journals  which  have  acknow- 
ledged this  duty  of  the  Salvation  Army,  and  have  noted  its  failure  to  make 
any  such  reply,  still  continue  to  foster  and  advertize  the  Army  as  assidu- 
ously as  before  the  exposure  was  made.  As  a  typical  case  of  this  kind, 
Mr.  Manson  refers  to  the  }[f'thofUst  Times,  which  in  September,  1906,  re- 
viewing Mr.  Manson's  work,  spoke  of  it  as  demanding  "an  effective  reply. '" 
Fourteen  months  later  the  MfJhvdisi  Times-  thus  expressed  itself: 

'•The  article  by  L.  A.  .A.therley-Jones,  K.C.,  M.P.,  on  the  '  Legal  and  Financial 
Aspects  of  the  Army,'  should  receive  attention  from  those  who  have  deemed  it  their 
duty  to  put  the  .A.rmy  through  the  mill  of  criticism  in  recent  months  ;  likewise  the 
article  by  Mr.  Arnold  White,  which  was  contributed  to  the  Fortnightly  by  the  special 
request  of  half-a  dozen  gentlemen  of  '  standing  and  position,'  who  wanted  to  know  the 
facts  of  the  case.  These  articles  ought  to  be  enough  for  all  fair-minded  persons,  and 
tne  Army  has  done  wisely  in  re-publishing  them. ' 

How  far  such  articles  may  be  considered  as  a  "  reply  "  to  Mr.  Manson'^- 
work  will  be  seen  when  we  state  that  the  first  was  published  in  1905,  ovei 
a  year  before  Mr.  Manson's  criticism  was  published,  and  the  other  in  1892, 
fourteen  years  previously  ;  and  that,  before  writing  his  own  work,  Mr. 
Manson  read  and  fully  considered  both  of  them,  though  their  contents  had 
extremely  little  to  do  with  his  criticisms.  The  idea  of  utilizing  articles 
written  years  previously  on  totally  different  aspects  of  a  question  as 
"  replies"  to  a  specific  attack  to-day  is  one  that  we  imagine  could  only 
suggest  itself  to  a  theologically  trained  intellect. 

In  his  work  Mr.  Manson  shows  the  need  rather  of  a  public  inquiry  than 
an  oflficial  reply.  He  has  received  a  number  of  official  replies  on  certain 
points,  which  are  left  for  the  reader's  examination.      As  he  points  out  ; 

"  This    work  is   a  protest  against  the  growing  practice,  fostered  by  the    Army,  of 
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<icc  p:inj^  the  replies  or  denials  of  its  officials  on  subjects  of  serious  public  importance 
as  bein^  necessarily  the  last  word  in  respect  of  truth." 

It  is,  indeed,  the  case,  not  in  the  Salvation  Army  alone,  but  in  most 
other  institutions  in  our  day,  that  an  official  report  or  denial  by  a  "  respon- 
sible oificer  "  is  insisted  upon  as  being  all  that  the  public  is  entitled  to, 
even  where  its  own  iunds  are  involved  ;  and  this  assumption  is  always 
most  marked  in  those  clerically  managed  charities  where,  if  anywhere,  the 
strictest  supervision  is  needed  on  account  of  the  loose  methods  of  handling" 
funds  that  commonly  prevail  in  them.  In  all  these  cases,  the  remark  is 
always  applicable,  that  an  honestly-conducted  institution  that  needs  no 
excuses  would  disarm  suspicion  by  publishing"  full  and  accurate  statements. 
The  fact  that  such  statements  are  not  issued  is  sufficient  ground  for  the 
most  sinister  suspicions. 

Mr.  Manson's  work  is  divided  into  seventeen  chapter.s,  covering  the 
various  phases  of  the  Salvation  Army's  work.  We  shall  give  a  short 
synopsis  of  each  chapter,  such  as  will  enable  our  readers  to  get  a  fair 
conception  of  the  scope  and'  bearing  of  Mr.  Manson's  charges.  The  follow- 
ing is  the  Introductory  chapter  in  full. 


Chap.  I.     Ixtroductorv. 

Whether  the  reader  actually  loves  the  Salvation  Army  or  merely  re- 
gards it  tolerantly  as  a  necessary  evil  in  an  imperfect  world,  he  is  fairly 
certain  to  have  heard  again  and  again  that  it  has  in  past  years  come  trium- 
phantly through  the  fires  of  criticism.  As  this  is  a  critical  study,  the 
results  of  which  are  far  from  being  favorable  to  that  body,  it  may  be  well 
to  indicate  broadly  the  scope  of  work  as  contrasted  with  such  other 
criticisms  as  the  Army  may  either  have  come  through  or,  by  ignoring  them, 
lived  down. 

The  author  is  well  aware  that  some  of  the  questions  examined  in  this 
book  have  been  discussed  by  other  writers.  But  he  is  not  acquainted  with 
any  other  work  which  endeavors  to  examine  the  whole  vSalvationist  system, 
to  lay  bare  the  inner  working  of  the  machine,  and  to  trace  the  interdepen- 
dence of  its  various  parts.  In  this  task  he  has  endeavored  to  approach 
the  subject  without  prejudice.  It  is  for  the  reader  to  say  whether  any  feel- 
ing of  hostilit}-  displayed  as  a  result  of  the  examination  is  or  is  not  justified 
by  the  facts. 

That  Salvationists  have  come  triumphantly  through  the  fires  of  persecu- 
tion is,  of  course,  true.  But  persecution  must  be  distinguished  frc">m 
criticism.  In  most  armies  those  who  stand  the  fire  are  usually  pawns  in 
some  higher  game.  In  the  case  of  the  Salvation  Army  the  thoughtless 
persecution  of  former  years  was  not  animated  bj'  any  such  considerations 
as  are  to  be  found  in  this  book.  Those  who  are  moved  by  such  considera- 
tions as  are  here  subinitted  are  much  less  likely  to  entertain  feelings  of 
hostility  towards  the  pawns  than  towards  those  who  play  them. 

Some  further  distinctions  may  be  necessary.  This  work  has  not  been 
inspired   by  hostilit}'  to   the  free   propagation  of  any  religious   doctrine   by 
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the  effort  and  at  the  cost  of  those  who  believe  in  it.  It  is  hostile  to  a  sys- 
tem which  renders  easy  the  unsuccessful  picpag:ation  of  such  doctrine  at 
the  voluntary  cost  of  those  w^ho  either  do  not  believe  in  it  or  disapprove  of 
the  methods  of  its  propagation. 

This  work  is  not  opposed  to  the  performance  of  so-called  "  social'"  work 
by  any  religious  body,  even  with  the  financial  help  of  those  who  do  net 
belong  to  it.  It  is  opposed  to  a  system  which  enables  a  religious  be  ch'  as 
such  to  derive  undue  financial  advantage  from  the  public  interest  in  iis  iess 
important  '*  social  "  work  and  to  exist  as  a  religious  body  mciinlv  by 
virtue  of  a  misconception  in  the  public  mind  encouraged  by  the  dispropor- 
tionate combination  of  its  religious  and  "  eccial  '"  functions  in  iis  appeals. 

It  is  not  maintained  that  certain  members  cf  the  Salvation  Arrry  may 
not,  in  the  stereotjped  phrase,  "do  good  work."  !t  wouid  le  cifficu  t 
for  any  organization  not  wholly  maleficent  which  draws  hundreds  ot  thou- 
sands of  pounds  every  year  from  the  public  to  prevent  its  members  from 
doing  some  good.  It  is  maintained  that  the  public  are  not  supplied  with 
proper  means  of  judging  whether  the  work,  if  done  at  all,  is  worth  its 
cost,  and  that  they  are  debarred  from  applying  to  that  work,  whether 
religious  or  "social,"  the  tests  of  success  recognized  and  ostensibh- 
applied  to  it  by  the  Army  itself. 

This  work  does  not  cjuestion  the  right  of  a  religious  bod}-  lo  n^ortage  ov 
pledge  its  prosperity  for  religious  purposes  provided  it  is  its  own  members 
who  pay  the  interest  on  its  loans.  It  does  question  the  right  of  the  Salva- 
tion Army,  whose  mmbers  do  not  and  cannot  pay  .'-uch  interest,  to  turn 
the  property  gi^•en  to  it  by  the  public  into  a  gigantic  investment  business, 
necessitating  a  payment,  mainly  at  the  public  expense,  ot  over  ;£^o,ooo  a 
year  in  interest  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  Army's  shareholders  in  Britain. 

This  work  does  not  condemn  the  formation  by  religious  bodies  ot  inde- 
pendent financial  institutions  for  the  encouragement  of  thrift  among  the 
masses.  It  does  condemn  as  dangerous  the  formation  b}-  the  Salvation 
Army  of  great  financial  institutions  which  attract  the  savings  of  the  poor, 
but  which,  instead  of  furnishing  the  guarantee  of  '  perfect  safety  '  so  pro- 
minently held  out,  seem  to  ensure — owMng  to  the  manifold  and  incompatible 
functions  of  their  management,  the  nature  of  tlie  security,  and  the  absenc 
of  all  proper  guarantee  of  its  adequacy^ — the  certainty  of 

Ultimate  Financial  Disaster, 

serious  in  its  volume,  and  not  merely  national,  but  world-wide. 

If  in  this  work  the  author  has  been  unable  to  adopt  the  subdued,  re- 
spectful, and  even  reverent  attitude  towards  their  works  which  the  Salva- 
tionist hierarchy  have  of  late  years  been  so  successful  in  imposing  upon 
the  public  and  press,  it  is  because  in  none  of  the  ramifications  of  the  com- 
plex Salvationist  structure  has  he  been  able  to  discover  anything  possessing 
the  attributes,  or  imparting  the  inspiration,  of  a  sacred  edifice  such  as  it 
professes  to  be  throughout.  Salvationism  having  become  so  largely  a 
business  concern,  the  attitude,  language,  and  tone  of  the  market-place 
seem,  in  discussing  it,  more  fitting  and  more  sincere  than  those  of  the 
sanctuary. 

This  work,  however,  has  not  been  inspired  by  animosity  towards  the 
personality  of  General  Booth  or  any  of  his  officers.      The   heroic  efforts  of 
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an  aged  autocrat  to  control  and  maintain  still  further  the  costly  and  inef- 
fectual system  that  has  overmastered  him  might  well  constitute  a  pathetic 
spectacle  even  for  an  enemy.  '1  hat  of  the  Army's  thousands  of  devoted 
but  deluded  followers,  blindly  laboring  with  much  privation  and  infinite  • 
effort  to  gather  fruit  which  even  they  are  not  allowed  to  see,  would  com- 
mand its  meed  of  admiration  even  in  an  age  that  had  lost  the  savor  of 
self-sacrifice. 

It  was  General  Booth's  belief  in  1890  that  only  those  who  were  "deter- 
mined to  bring  about  by  any  and  every  means  a  bloody  and  violent  overturn 
of  all  existing  institutions  "  could  logically  be  his  opponents.  Of  such 
social  desperadoes  the  late  Professor  Huxley  was,  while  not  the  least 
logical,  assuredly  the  most  redoubtable.  It  was  he  who  foretold  the  de- 
velopment of  Salvationism  on  lines  similar  to  those  followed  by  the  Fran- 
ciscans, who,  within  thirty  years  of  the  death  of  St.  Francis,  had  become 
"  one  of  the  most  powerful,  wealthy  and  worldly  corporations  in  Christen- 
dom, with  their  fingers  in  every  sink  of  political  and  social  corruption,  if 
so  be  profit  for  the  Order  could  be  fished  out  of  it."  "Who  is  to  say," 
asked  Huxley  in  1890  ("  Social  Diseases  and  Worse  Remedies  ")"  that 
the  Salvation  Army,  in  the  year  1920.  shall  not  be  a 

Replica  of  what  the  Franciscan  Order  had  become  in  the  year  1260." 

Huxley's  vantage-point  of  comparison  is  still  a  dozen  years  ahead,  and 
in  some  respects,  possibly,  the  Army  is  not  yet  a.  perfect  counterpart  of 
this  picture.  It  is  here  the  purpose  of  an  humbler  pen  than  his  to  show- 
how  far  the  early  religious  and  "  social  "  aims  of  Salvationism  have  already 
become  warped  from  the  lines  of  their  good  intent.  And  this  in  the  hope 
that  well  within  the  lifetime  of  its  founder  the  Salvation  Army  may  yet  be 
moved,  by  either  internal  or  external  influences,  to  have  done  with  reticence, 
autocracy,  mingled  motives  and  "  two-fold  "  financial  dealings,  to  look 
diligently  to  the  recovery  and  saving  of  its  own  soul,  and  so  to  set  its  house 
in  order  that,  even  if  its  spiritual  and  "  social  "  activities  have  perforce  to 
assume  more  modest  proportions  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  it  shall  at  least 
cease  to  be  an  instrument  of  physical  and  spiritual  oppression  to  its  mem- 
bers and  proteges,  as  well  as  an  economic  peril  to  the  community. 

( To  be  coiititi'iced. ) 


A  SAIH  DAY  FOR  "  RELEEGION." 

Jean  McAlastor  liked  on  occasion  to  wipe  away  her  worldly  woes  with 
"  a  wee  drap."  Being  short  of  cash  one  day,  she  took  her  dog's-eared 
and  thumb-marked  Bible  to  her  dealer  and  asked  for  a  gill  oi  whisky  on 
the  proffered  pledge  of  the  Word. 

"  Na,  na,"  said  McWhirter,  "  Ah'm  vena  sorry  tae  refuse  ye,  but  it's 
no  worth  it. " 

"  Ah  well,  mon,"  sadly  replied  Jean,  "  it's  a  sair  day  for  releegion  when 
(ioad's  Word  is  nae  worth  a  gill  o'  whuskv." 


"  Wot's  hup,  Billy?  "      "  Fader  says  me   big  brudder's  gorn  to  'eaven.'" 
"  Ah,  don't  cry,  mebbe  'e  aint." 
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I  Mad    Murdock.  I 

f  ? 

THE   LATEST   FIND    IN  ARCHAEOLOGY. 

Wonderful  Document  Unearthed   Bearing   out   the  Bible  Story  of 

*       The  Flood  !         ' 

[From  the  Nineveh  Churckmaii.) 

While  workmen  were  eng'ag-ed  in  removing-  rubbish  in  the  excavations 
now  being-  carried  on  by  the  eminent  archceologist,  Prof.  Bologna,  a  corner- 
stone in  one  of  the  ancient  ruins  below  the  present  city  was  broken.  It 
was  found  to  contain  a  number  of  very  interesting  relics.  A  copy  of  the 
Pope's  latest  pronouncement  regarding  heretics  ;  a  December  address  of  a 
mayoralty  candidate  of  Nippur,  a  package  of  seed  from  the  tree  out  of  which 
the  cross  was  made,  an  American  half-dollar  of  the  time  of  Tiberius,  a 
crock  of  sauer-kraut,  a  copy  of  Treasurer  Coady's  first  request  fot  a  raise, 
and  lastly  a  slab  of  stone  bearing  closely  written  or  engraved  characters  in 
an  unknown  tongue.  The  professor  knew  that  it  was  a  valuable  find  and 
proceeded  to  decipher  the  writing.  Employing  the  hit-or-miss  principle 
that  has  given  such  satisfactory  results  in  the  translation  of  ancient  writings, 
he  invented  a  key,  and  within  a  week  had  the  story  written  in  German, 
French,  English  and  Bostonese. 

The  story  of  the  Flood  and  of  the  building  of  the  ark  are  told  with 
greater  detail  than  in  the  Mosaic  account.  The  reference  to  order  to  build 
is  after  this  manner  : 

"  And  the  Lord  spake  unto  Noah  and  said  :  '  What  is  the  state  of 
religion  in  your  township  ?  ' 

"And  Noah  said  :  'The  people  are  a  bad  lot.  I  don't  know  a  single 
man  I  can  trust.  There  are  no  really  orthodox  or  saintly  persons  in  the 
whole  country  outside  of  our  own  family.' 

*'  'Just  what  I  thought,'  said  the  Lotd.  '  By  my  halidome,  are  not  the 
rag-s  and  bones  in  a  thousand  lanes  mine  ?  I  will  go  for  them  ;  therefore, 
make  thou  an  ark  of  gopher  wood,'  "  etc. 

The  historian — who  seems  to  have  been  a  lineal  descendant  of  Noah — 
makes  a  marginal  note  here  to  the  effect  that  the  proof  of  the  ark  having 
been  built  is  supported  by  the  fact  that  "  the  gopher  is  common  in  Asia 
Minor  to  the  present  day." 

Noah  had  his  troubles.      Gopher   wood  of  good   quality   was   worth  $25 
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per  thousand  board  measure  and  money  was  tig-ht.  He  called  a  council 
of  war  and  asked  his  sons  what  could  be  done. 

*'  I  tells  you,  Vader,"  said  the  first-born,  "  vat  we  do.  It  vill  take  more 
as  von  hundred  year  to  build  this  biy^  boat.  So  much  beezhness  takes 
monish,  Ve  starts  a  bank  unt  a  lumber  company  ;  you  vill  president  be 
unt  I  vill  take  tor  secribetary  unt  treasurer  unt  cashier  unt  all  like  dose." 

The  thing-  got  under  way  after  a  bit,  and  a  fire-proof  paint  company  and 
a  fire  insurance  company  were  added.  People  who  would  not  sell  their 
timber  to  Noah  without  the  cash,  would  and  did  buy  shares  in  Shem's 
flotations  and  paid  cash  for  them.  The  ark  would  require  about  10,000,- 
000  feet  of  lumber,  which  was  a  nice  order  for  a  start  ;  then  the  insurance 
on  the  ark  at  5  per  cent,  compounded  for  100  years  would  pay  for  half-a- 
dozen  arks  :  it  would  all  come  out  of  Noah  and  his  backer.  It  was  easy 
money  for  the  shareholders,  and  they  made  off  with  the  line  so  fast  that 
the  reel  got  overheated  and  almost  spoiled  the  rod,  which  had  cost  Shem 
"  more  as  feefty  cent." 

The  bank  and  the  other  companies  paid  10%  the  first  year  and  15%  the 
second  year,  and  stock  became  scarce.  Shem  beg^an  buying-  in  the  open 
market,  and  paid  about  200  for  a  few  Noah's  Bank,"  Lebanon  Lumber, 
Tophet  Fire,  and  Hell  Proof  Paint.  Then  prices  soared  to  1000,  and  when 
the  smoke  of  battle  cleared  Shem  did  not  hold  a  share  beyond  what  was 
necessary  to  qualify  as  manag-er.  He  complained  about  being-  hard  up,  but 
was  frequently  heard  singing,  "  Der  Lord  is  mine  shepherd  ;"  and  one  day 
he  was  heard  to  mutter  in  his  oflice,  "I  haf  der  wool  mit  me,  und  der 
hides  on  der  door  barn  nailed  is." 

When  the  ark  was  completed  to  the  second  deck,  it  became  so  rotten 
that  a  coatings  of  Hell  Proof  paint  was  applied  on  the  outside.  One  night, 
however,  a  fire  occurred — Shem  proved  by  his  wife  and  little  Ike  that  he 
was  sick  in  bed  at  the  time — and  in  the  morning-  the  ark  was  only  a  shell 
of  paint,  but  stro)i(/er  than  the  timber,  and  H.  P.  P.  stock  was  up  ag-ain,  as 
was  the  voice  of  Shem  in  a  song-  of  praise  to  the  God  of  Mercy,  who  had 
put  the  necks  of  his  enemies  under  his  feet. 

When  the  animals  were  coming-  to  the  refuge  prepared,  there  was  much 
contusion  in  trying-  to  identify  the  different  species,  so  that  there  should  be 
no  duplication  or  admission  of  unclean  for  clean  beasts  ;  but  after  they 
had  secured  a  copy  of  Settin  Earnest  Thompson's  book,  "  Wild  Animals  I 
Might  Have  Met,"  with    illustrations  by  the  author,  they  got  along-  nicely. 

One  animal  g-ave  them  some  trouble,  but  at  last  they  thought  it  was 
like  the  illustration,  "A  Gorilla  from  Guelph,"  and  asked  the  creature  if 
their  g-uess  was  correct. 

'■'  Not  on  your  life,"  said  the  Thing-. 

"  Why  is  your  fur  so  worn  in  patches  ?  " 
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"Toronto  city  taxes." 

"  Why  are  you  so  flat  and  thin  ?  " 

"  Squeezed  between  Consumers'  Gas,  Bell  Telephone,  and  Toronto 
Railway." 

"  Here,  Ham,  this  is  a  human — bounce  him  and  let  him  drown  ;  or — 
wait.  This  Thing  is  only  the  remains  of  a  man.  Put  him  in  the  junk 
room  ;  he'll  come  in  handy  for  the  freak  section  of  '  The  Greatest  Show- 
On  Earth,'  which  we'll  put  on  foot  when  this  is  over." 

Another  animal  that  arrived  with  his  wife  proved  by  its  presence  that 
God  provides  for  all  his  creatures.  It  was  very  deliberate  in  its  move- 
ments, and  Noah,  turning-  the  leaves  of  the  animal  book,  said  : 

"  You  are  not  in  '  Animals  I  Might  Have  Met.' 

"  No  ;   but  you'll  find  me  in  '  Animals   I  Might  Not  Have  Met.'  " 

"  Name,  and  where  from  ?  " 

"Sloth,  Brazil." 

"  How  did  you  come  ?  " 

"  Beat  it  to  Seattle,  mail  boat  to  Nome,  Behring's  Straits  (only  a  creek 
then),  tramped  to  Vladivostock,  Pekin,  Lhassa,  Kabool,  Teheran  and 
Bagdad  Railway." 

"  Heavens  above  !      When  did  you  start  ?  " 

"  Soon's  I  heard  of  it,  iio  years  ago  to  a  day.  Missionary  come,  told 
us  all  about  you  ;  allowed  you  was  the  most  powerful  preacher  what  ever 
slammed  a  book  ;   rainin'  hard  when  I  left." 

"  M)'  good  land  !  "  said  Mrs.  Noah  ;  "  the  uater  must  be  six  mile  deep 
by  now. " 

Noah  said,  "  You're  all  right,  Mr.  Sloth.  Show  the  missus  into  my 
private  parlor  and  tell  her  to  take  off  her  things." 

We  have  only  room  for  one  more  incident.  A  tiger  from  Bengal  stoppe-d 
on  the  gang-plank  to  investigate  a  load  of  venison  that  was  on  a  truck, 
and  Noah  shouted  : 

"  Ham,  you  black  rascal,  twist  that  fellow's  tail  and  make  him  move 
along." 

But  Ham,  who  had  a  watermelon  under  each  arm,  replied  : 

"  'Fore  de  good  Gawd,  dad,  I'se  a  good  Baptis'  an'  b'long  of  the  W.  C. 
T.  U.  an'  de  human  sassiety,  an'  I  wouldn't  hurt  nuffin'  from  a  fly  down 
to  a  Royal  Bengal  tiger.  Ef  y'  aint  too  busy,  yo'  mought  twist  dat  tail 
yo'se'f. " 

The  whole  story  is  useful,  as  whatever  is  not  entertaining  is  as  true  as 
the  Mosaic  account. 


Grief  canno*-  be  gauged  by  the  "depth  "  ot  the  mourning  dresses. 
A  little  poker  now  and  then   is  apt  to  break  the  best  of  men. 
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THE   HOSPITAL    FOR  SICK  CHILDREN. 

Toronto,  November  14th,  1908. 
J.    S.    Ellis,   Esq., 

Pres.  Canadian  Secular  Union, 
185)^  Queen  St.  West, 

City. 

Dear  Sir  :  May  I  ag"ain  at  this  Christmas  time  appeal  to  the  members 
of  your  order  on  behalf  of  the  Hospital  for  Sick  Children,  the  great  charity 
that  has  done  so  much  of  g^ood  for  the  sick  and  helpless  little  ones  of  this 
Province  ? 

This  Hospital  is  not  a  local  charity  but  provincial  in  the  broadest  sense 
of  the  term,  with  doors  wide  open  to  the  sick  child  of  every  parent  in  On- 
tario, and  free  to  patients  who  are  unable  to  pay  for  maintenance  and 
treatment. 

We  average  about  140  In-patients  daily  and  of  these  seventy  per  cent, 
are  treated  free. 

There  is  not  a  fraternal  society  in  the  Province  whose  members  have 
not  had  sick  little  ones  in  the  beds  and  cots  of  this  Charity  ;  and  it  costs 
an  average  of  $1.37  per   day   for  every  child   that  is  lodged  under  its  roof. 

This  work  cannot  be  carried  on  without  money,  and  I  appeal  to  you,  as 
a  body  oi  brethren  who  are  banded  together  in  bonds  of  love,  to  plan  and 
assist  deeds  of  benevolence. 

Were  it  not  for  the  kindly  aid  you  and  other  societies  have  extended  to 
us  the  Hospital  would  be  ba.nkrupt  ;  and  even  now  the  deficiency  at  the 
end  of  each  year  is  so  great  that  my  personal  guarantee  has  to  be  given  to 
the  bank  for  funds  to  carry  on  the  work. 

You,  sir,  and  your  members  know  that  no  object  appeals  to  human-kind 
so  much  as  that  which  has  for  its  mission  the  care  of  destitute,  sick  little 
children. 

May  I  therefore  ask  of  you  to  place  this  my  appeal  before  your  members, 
with  the  knowledge  that  what  you  give  will  be  gratefully  received  and 
properly  applied? 

With  best  wishes  to  you  and  your  members  at  this  Christmas  time, 

Yours  faithtuUv, 

J.    ROSS   ROBERTSON, 

Chairman  of  the  Trust. 

[We  commend  this  communication  to  the  attention  of  those  readers  who 
are  in  prosperous  circumstances,  and  we  shall  be  happy  to  forward  to  Mr. 
Robertson  any  donations  sent  to  us  for  the  Hospital  fund.  Every  donation 
will  be  acknowledged  in  the  Toronto  Teleyravi.  In  our  present  very  imper- 
fectly civilized  condition,  where  there  is  no  proper  public  provision  for  the 
poor  sick  children,  it  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  laudable  ways  in  which 
money  can  be  used  to  give  help  to  such  an  institution  as  the  Hospital  for 
Sick  Children.] 


Epitaphs  are  often  grim,  but  seldom  grimmer  than  this  humorous  couplet 
on  a  dentist's  grave  : 

"  Stranger,  approach  this  tomb  with  gravity, 
John  Brown  is  filling  his  last  cavity." 
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IS   HEAVEN  A   BURIAL  GROUND? 

"And  the  streets  are  paved  with  red  ;/old,  and  the:e  will  be  music  and 
flowers,  and  everything'  will  be  beautiful  !  "  said  the  Sunday  school 
teacher  who  was  tellini^  her  small  chargfes  of  heaven. 

"  And  now  tell  me,"  she  concluded,  "  what  sort  of  little  boys  and  girls 
are  g'oing  there  ?  " 

Nobody  knew.      Then  from  one  corner  a  small  brown  hand  went  up. 

"  Yes,  Samuel  ?  "  the  teacher  asked. 

"  Please,  teacher,  dead  ones  !  " 


ROBBING  A  DEAD   FAKER. 

A  short  time  ago  the  church  folks  in  England  held  a  "  Mission  Festival  " 
at  Shrewsbury.  A  correspondent  of  the  Hereford  Times  attended  the  ser- 
vices, and  heard  the  Bishop  of  Sacramento  do  his  stunt  in  the  shape  of  a 
sermon.  The  correspondent  says  he  was  horrified  to  find  that  the  Bishop's 
sermon  was  only  an  old  one  of  Talmage's,  which  the  Bishop  had  memorized 
and  gave  as  his  own.  It  may  have  been  one  of  those  Talmage  prepared 
for  publicatioji  before  he  went  on  his  trip  to  the  Holy  Land,  and  left  behind 
for  publication  as  he  was  supposed  to  arrive  at  the  different  scenes  that 
inspired  them.  There  was  money  in  this  fraud  for  Talmage,  and  we 
imagine  the  Bishop  of  Sacramento  was  paid  for  his  fraud  also. 


A  NEW  ELECTRO-MOTOR  FORCE. 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Norwood,  Ont.,  has  recently  made  the  discovery  that 
he  can  produce  the  most  tremendous  power  by  utilizing  his  own  electrical 
forces  in  conjunction  with  other  unseen  motors.  He  tells  us  that  by  means 
of  certain  unexplainable  movements  by  the  self-motor,  applied  along  with 
steam,  electric  or  other  forces,  and  operated  while  sitting  in  a  moving  car, 
the  speed  of,  say,  a  railway  train  can  be  accelerated  almost  indefinitely. 
Truly,  as  the  late  Madam  Blavatsky  predicted,  we  are  on  the  eve  of  most 
unbelievable  discoveries. 


Despite  the  fact  that  northern  New  England  is  a  stronghold  of  temper- 
ance, if  not  of  prohibition,  temperance  lecturers  sometimes  go  there  and 
encourage  the  faithful.  One  such,  speaking  in  Keene,  N.H.,  reminded  his 
hearers  of  the  story  of  Dives  and  Lazarus.  The  lecturer  pointed  out  how, 
when  Dives  was  in  Hades,  he  did  not  ask  for  beer,  wine  or  liquor,  but  for 
one  drop  of  water.  "  Now,  my  friends,"  said  the  lecturer,  "  what  does 
that  show  us?  "  A  voice  from  the  back  of  the  hall  instantly  replied  :  "  It 
shows  us  where  you  temperance  people  go  to.  " 


To  combat  pharisaism  ;  to  unmask  imposture  ;  to  overthrow  tyrannies, 
usurpation,  prejudices,  faslehoods,  superstitions  ;  to  demolish  the  temple 
in  order  to  rebuild  it,  that  is  to  say,  to  replace  the  false  by  the  true  ;  to 
attack  a  sanguinary  priesthood  ;  to  take  a  whip  and  drive  the  money- 
changers from  the  sanctuary  ;  to  reclaim  the  heritage  of  the  disinherited  ; 
to  protect  the  weak,  the  poor,  the  suff"ering,  the  overwhelmed,  to  struggle 
for  the  persecuted  and  oppressed — that  was  the  war  of  Jesus  Christ  ! 
And  who  wasred  that  war  ?      It  was  Voltaire. — Hui^o. 
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A  man  married  a  wife  who,  in  course  of  time,  presented  him  with 
eig'hteen  children.  One  evenini^  he  found  in  the  street  a  httle  boy  of  five 
or  six  weeping-  bitterly.  "  What  is  the  matter  with  the  little  man — eh?  " 
inquired  he,  caressing  him.  "  I  have  lost  my  way  !  "  sobbed  the  young-ster. 
"Then  come  home  with  me,  and  I'll  g"ive  you  somethings  to  eat  and  take 
care  of  you."  According-ly  the  kind-hearted  man  took  the  little  fellow 
home,  and  said  to  his  wife,  "  See,  wife,  I  have  brought  you  this  child  that 
I  found  all  alone  in  the  street.  One  more  or  less  won't  make  much  differ- 
ence ;  and,  if  nobody  claims  him,  we  will  treat  him  as  if  he  were  our  own." 
"  Why,  you  stupid,"  exclaimed  the  wife,  "  don't  you  know  him  ?  It's  our 
Willie  ]  " 


THE   CHURCH. 

Is  there   a  daring  thought   thou   hast  not  crushed  ? 

Is  there  a  generous    faith    thou  hast  not  cursed  ? 

Is   there  a  whisper,    howe'er  low  and   hushed, 

Breathed  for  the  future,   but  thou   wast  the  first 

To  silence  with   thy  tortures — thou   the  worst 

Of  Antichrists  and  cunningest  of  foes 

That  ever  against  God  and  man's  great  progress  rose  ? 

— C.  P.  Crancu. 


A  grumbling  farmer  was  in  the  habit  of  complaining  every  morning  at 
the  breakfast  table  regarding  the  weather  and  the  crops.  In  the  middle  of 
a  more  than  usualh'  ill-tempered  complaint,  his  pious-minded  housemaid 
exclaimed  :  *'  Whist,  whisht,  maister  ;  ye  ken,  I'm  sure,  the  Lord  has 
promised  us  baith  seed-time  and  harvest."  "  Ay:  I  ken,"  burst  out  the 
farmer,  "  he  has  promised  us't,  but  ye  can  see  for  yoursel'  gin  he  has  kept 
his  word. " 


WHEN  THE  DANCE  IS  DONE. 

Now  the  flush   autumn,    homing  from  the   dance 

Of  summer  sunbeams,   dreaming  o'er  the  words 
Of  suing  winds,   and  humming  still  the  last 

Mazurka  of  the   orchestra  of  birds, 
A   moment  pauses  by  the   river's  glass. 

To  scan   the  signs  of  weariness  that  show  ; 
Then   lays  aside  her  purple  and   her  gold, 

And   slips  beneath   her  coverlets  of  snow  ! 

— Aloysiua  Coll. 
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tween REV.  MOSES  HULL  and  W.  F.  JAMIESON.  439  PP-,  Ji-  Send 
for  this  book  to  W.  F.  Jainieson,  1716  Western  Avenue,  Cincinnati,  Ohio 

E\'OLUTION  :  An  Exposition  of  Christian  Dogmas  and  Pagan  Myths.  By  P.  J. 
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Sixth  Edition  of  the 

History  of  the  Christian  Religion 

to  the  Year  2 


By  C.  B.  WAITE,  A.H. 

Price  $2.50. 

Yielding"  to  the  constant  demand  of  the  public,  the  publishers  have  issued 
another  edition  of  this  work,  which  is  now  ready  for  delivery.  Some  new 
and  valuable  matter  has  been  added  to  the  Appendix. 

The  followinif  is  a  sample  of  the  many  letters  received  calling  for  a  new 
edition  : 

"5  W.  57th  St.,  New  York,  Feb.   i,  190S. 
"Mr.  C.  B.  Waite,  497 Jackson  Boulevard,  Chicag-o,  111. 

"  Dear  Sir,  —  I  have  tried  to  g"et  some  copies  of  your  superb  work  on 
Ihe  first  200  years  of  the  Christian  Relig^ion.  It  does  not  appear  to  be  on 
the  market.  I  have  understood  that  you  were  to  bring"  out  another  edition. 
I  would  like  20  copies  of  the  book  whenever  and  wherever  I  can  g"et  it. 

"The  book  is  a  wonderstudy  of  the  subject,  and  is  a  blow  for  freedom 
and  ag"ainst  the  olig"archies  of  superstition  such  as  has  not  been  dealt,  to 
my  knowledg"e,  in  a  hundred  years.  Such  a  book  should  not  be  permitted 
to  fail  by  the  wayside.  ,1  fall}'  believe  larg"e  editions  of  it  would  be  absorbed, 
as  such  a  book  makes  its  own  way,  and  should  in  time  be  talking- to  a  larg"e 
audience.  "  Yours  very  truly,  "  F.   F.  Avek." 

The  work  has  now  been  before  the  public  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury, and  has  successfully  withstood  all  adverse  criticism,  while  the  notices 
and  reviews  of  a  favorable  character  may  be  counted  by  hundreds,  and 
have  appeared  in  journals  published  in  all  parts  of  America  and  Europe. 

Labor  and  materials  of  all  kinds  having-  increased  in  price,  it  has  been 
found  necessary  to  place  the  price  of  this  edition  at  $2.50  per  copy  instead 
of  $2.25. 

|<l^  Address  all  Orders  : 

C.  M.  ELLIS,    "  Secular  Thought  "  Office, 
185^  Quuen  St.  West,  Toronto,  Ont. 


"TELL  ME,   MY  SOUL,   CAN  THIS   BE"— YOU? 

The  soul  begfins  to  leave  the  body  as  soon  as  decay  sets  in,  and  continues 
to  remove  by  easy  stag-es  during-  the  entire  process  of  dissolution.  Its 
departure  is  quite  imperceptible  to  the  eye,  but  quite  apparent  to  the  nose. 
— "  Dod  Grile." 
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PRINCIPLES. 

1.  That,  the  present  life  being  the  only 
one  of  which  we  have  any  knowledge,  its 
concerns  claim  our  earnest  attention. 

2.  That  Reason,  aided  by  Experience, 
IS  the  best  guide  for  human  conduct. 

3.  That  to  endeavor  to  promote  the 
individual  and  general  well-being  of  so- 
ciety to  the  best  of  our  ability,  is  our 
highest  and  immediate  duty. 

4.  That  the  only  means  upon  which 
we  can  rely  for  the  accomplishment  of 
this  object  is  Human  effort,  based  upon 
knowledge  and  justice. 

5.  That  conduct  should  be  judged  by 
its  results  only — what  conduces  to  the 
general  Well-being  is  right  ;  what  has 
the  oppus;te   tendency  is  wrong. 

6.  That  Science  and  its  application  is 
our  Providence,  or  Provider,  and  upon  it 
we  rely  in  preference  to  aught  else  in 
time  of  need. 


SOME    PROVERBS    ABOUT 
WOMEN  AND  WIVES. 

"  If  a  woman  were   as   little  as   she  is 
good, 
A  peacod    would   make  her  a  gown 
and  a  hood." 

This  is  Ray's  version  of  an  Italian 
slander.  The  Germans  .sav,  "  Every 
woman  would  rather  be  liandsome  than 
good  ;  "  and  that,  indeed,  "  There  are 
only  two  good  women  in  the  world  : 
one  of  them  i.s  dead,  and  the  olher  i.s 
not  to  be  found."  The  French,  in 
spite  of  their  alleged  gallantry,  have 
the  coarseness  to  declare  that  "  A  man 
of  straw  is  worth  a  %voman  of  gold  ;" 
and  even  the  Spaniard,  who  sometimes 
speaks  words  of  stately  courte.sy  to- 
wards the  female  sex,  advises  you  to 
"  Beware  of  a  bad  woman,  anrl  put  no 
tru.st  in  a  good  one." 

"  The  crab  of  the  wood  is  sauce  very  good 
For  the  crab  of  the  sea  ; 
Ijut  the  wood  of  the  crab   is  sauce  for 
the  drab 
That  will  not  her  husband  obey." 

This  is  a  reminder  of  the  time  (not 
so  very  long  ago)  when  in  Eniiland  it 
was  a  crime  to  use  a  crabstiek  thicker 
than  your  thumb  in  beating  your  wife. 

And  there  is  Latin  precedent  for 
this  barbarous  distich  : 

■'  .A.  spaniel,  a  woman,  and  a  walnut  tret 
The    more    they're    beaten,   the    bettei 
they  be." 

The  Italians  say  :  "  Women,  asses 
and  nuts  require  rough  hands."  Less 
savage  is  the  Scotch  adage  : 

"Ye  may  ding  the  deil  into  a  wiie,  but 
ye'll  ne'er  ding  it  out  o'  her." 

These  all  mark  a  stage  of  civiliza- 
tion now  I'apidly  passing  away. 


"Yes,"  said  Mrs.  Sliptung,  "Aunt 
Ann  insisted  that  her  remains  should 
be  cremated,  and  we're  going  to  have 
it  done,  if  we  can  find  a  creamery."— - 
Chicago  Tribune. 
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500  pages,  cloth,  $1.25. 
ADAM'S   DIARY.      By  Mark  Twain.     Illustrated    by  F.  Strothmann.     $1. 
EVE'S  DIARY.     By  Mark  Twain-     Illustrated  by  Lister  Ralph.     Cloth,  $1. 
HUMAN   ORIGINS.      By  Samuel  Lai ng.     A  very  valuable  work.     30  cts. 
DARWINISM    AND    THE     PROBLEMS    OF    LIFE.       A  Study  of  Familiar 
Animal  Life.     Bv  Conrad  Guenther,  Ph.D.,  Professor  at  the  University  P>eiburg 
in  Baden.     Translated  from  the  Third  Edition  by  Joseph   McCabe.      London  : 
Owen  &  Co.     436  pp.,  roy.  8vo,  cloth,  $3.50. 
SIX   HISTORIC  AMERIC.*\NS.     By:  John  E.  Remsburg.     A  handsome  volume  of 
about  550  pages,  w  th  full-page  portraits,  containing  all  the  available  evidence  for 
forming  a  just  estimate  of  the   religion;-  views   of  Paine,  Franklin,  Washingion, 
Jefferson,  Lincoln,  and  Grant. 
THE  EVOLUTION   OF  MAN:  A  Popular  Scientific  Study.      By  Ernst    Haeckel. 
Vol.  I.     Human  Embryology  or  Ontogeny.     Translated  from  the  5th  (enlarged 
edition  by  Joseph  McCabe.     With  209  illustrations.      R.  P.  A.  Cheap  Reprints 
25c.     Watts  &  Co.,  London. 
ERNST     HAECKELS    "EVOLUTION     OF    MAN,'' Vol.   II.  is  also  ready,   in 
paper  cover,  192  pp.,    199  illustrations,  price   25c.      The   two  volumes   can  A&o 
be  had  in    one'  volume,  cloth  lettered,  with    a'  new  portrait  of  the  author,  price 
$1.15,  post   paid. 
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182  illustrations  price  $i.oo,  will  also  be  found  a  work  of  g-reat  value  for  children 
-  and  also  for  adults,  for  the  matter  of  that. 
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PRINCIPLES. 

1.  That,  the  present  life  being  the  only 
one  of  which  we  have  any  knowledge,  its 
concerns  claim  our  earnest  attention. 

2.  That  Reas6n,  aided  by  Experience, 
is  the  best  guide  for  human  conduct. 

3.  That  to  endeavor  to  promo^^e  the 
individual  and  general  well-being  of  so- 
ciety to  the  best  of  our  ability,  is  our' 
highest  and  immediateduty.. 

4.  That  the  only  means  upon  which 
we  can  rely  for  the  accomplishment  of 
this  object  is  Human  effort,  based  upon 
knowledge  and  justice. 

5.  Tliat  conduct  should  be  judged  by 
its  results  only — what  conduces  to  the 
general  Well-being  is  rig'ht  ;  what  has 
the  opposite  tendcQcy  is  wrong. 

6.  That  Science  and  its  application  is 
our  Providence,  or  Provider,  and  upon  it 
we  rely  in  preference  to  aught  else  in 
time  of  need. 


KNEW  WHAT    HE    WAS   DOING. 

Fov  once  {the  Amen{;aiT  had  discc!)'- 
vered  something.  Briti.sli  1/hat'  was 
better  than  anything  that  could  be 
produced  ''across  the  pond."  His  dis- 
covery was  a  fine  collie  dog,  and  he  at 
ouce  tried  ;to  in,duce  it:$  owner,  an  old 
shepherd,  to  sell  it. 

"  Wad  y^  be,  takin'  hup.  to  America?'" 
inquired  the  old  Scot. 

"  Yes,  I  guess  so,"  said  the  Yan^et^. 

"I  thought  as  muckle,"  said  the 
shepherd.   "  I  couldna  pairt  wi'  Jock." 

But  wliile  they  sat  and  cliatted,  an 
English  tourist  came  up  and  to  hign 
the  shepherd  sold  the  collie  for  muc!h 
less  tliaii  the  Anierican  had  ollered. 

"  You  told  nie  you  vi'ouldn't  sell 
him,"  said  the  Y'^ahkeCj  when  the  pur- 
chaser ha(i  departed. 

"  Na,"  replied  the  Scot ;  "  I  said  I 
couldna'  pairt  wi'  him.  Jack  'ill  be 
back  in  a  day  or  so,  but  he  couldna. 
swim  the  Atlantic." 


THE  WIDOW. 

"  Rudyard  Kipling,  when  be  dined;! 
with  me,"  said;  with  ■sjome  pride,  a. 
literary  Chicagoan,.'  "  told  'riie  about 
Simla.  , ,   . 

"It  seems  tba,t  Simla   is  tip  in  the 
mountains — the  hills,  as  they   say  in. 
India — and  the  ladies  go  there  in  the 
hot  weather  to  escape  the  heat  of  the 
low  country.  ; 

[]j"  Well,  Kipling  said  that,  one  lovely 
:  cool  mornipg  at  Simla  he  was  pi-esented 
to  a  ,gi'ass  widow,  Thpy  call  those 
ladies  grass  widow^  whose  husbands 
are  detained  by^  work  in  the  hot  cities 
of  the  plains. 

•  "  She  was  awfully  pretty  and  charm- 
ing, and  as  they  talked  together  in  the 
pleasant  coolness,  Kipling  said  : 

"  '  I  suppose  you  can't  help  thinking 
of  your  poor  hushand  grilling  down, 
below  ? ' 

"  The  lady  gave  him  a  strange  look, 
and  he  learned  afterwards  that  she  w^as; 
a  real  widow." 
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WHAT  THE  CHURCHES  SHOULD  BE. 


"Vj  OW,  It  seems  to  me  tKat  the  churcli  should  be  used  not  only  on  Sunday, 
but  on  every  day  of  the  week.  It  should  be  the  club-house  or  the  people, 
where  they  could  find  the  principal  newspapers  and  periodicals  oi  the  world. 
Its  auditorium  should  be  like  a  theatre.  Plays  should  be  presented  by  home 
talent,  an  orchestra  formed,  music  cultivated.  .  .  The  citizens  should  take  pride 
in  this  building.  They  should  adorn  its  niches  with  statues  and  its  walls  with 
pictures.  It  should  be  their  intellectual  centre.  They  should  employ  a  gentle- 
man of  ability,  possibly  of  genius,  to  address  them  en  Sundays,  on  subjects 
of  real  interest — of  real  importance.  They  could  say  to  this  minister  :  We 
are  engaged  in  business  during  the  week.  While  we  are  working  at  our  trades 
and  professions  we  want  you  to  study,  and  on  Sunday  to  tell  us  what  you 
have  found  out.'  Let  such  a  minister  take  as  subjects  for  a  series  of  sermons 
the  history,  the  philosophy,  and  the  art  and  genius  of  the  Greeks.  Let  him 
tell  of  the  wonderful  metaphysics,  myflis,  and  religions  of  India  and  Egypt- 
Let  him  make  his  congregation  conversant  wifli  ftie  philosophies  of  the  world, 
wifti  flie  great  ^linkers,  the  great  poets,  the  great  orators,  flie  inventors,  me 
captains  of  industry,  the  soldiers  of  progress.  Let  fliem  have  a  Sunday-school, 
in  which  flie  children  shall  be  made  acquainted  wifli  flie  facts  of  Nature — wi^ 
botany,  entomology,  and  someftiing  of  geology  and  astronomy.  Let  mem  be 
made  familiar  with  die  greatest  of  poems,  flie  finest  passages  of  literature,  wim 
stories  of  die  heroic,  flie  generous,  die  self-denying.  Now,  it  seems  to  me  mat 
such  a  congregation  in  a  few  years  would  become  fiie  most  intelligent  in  me 
country.  ..."  There  is  no  darkness  but  ignorance.  There  is  no  light  but 
intelligence.  ■ — Robert  G.  Ixgersoll. 

Editorial  Notes. 


THE  PROGRESS  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH. 

If  a  wonderful  display  of  ecclesiastical  millinery  worn  by 
the  chief  priests  of  the  Anglican  Church,  and  an  even  more 
gorgeous   exhibit  of  feminine   garments  worn   by  their  wives 
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and  daughters,  are  marks  of  progress  in  religion,  then  it  must 
he  owned  that  Christianity,  as  far  as  it  is  embodied  in  the 
Church  of  Enghmd,  has  made  tremendous  strides  since  its 
alleged  founder  wandered  about  the  deserts  of  Palestine  with- 
out a  change  of  raiment  and  without  a  pillow  for  his  drowsy 
head. 

It  is  said  that  the  spectacle  in  St.  Paul's  Cathedral  when 
the  late  Pan-Anglican  Conference  was  held  was  the  most  mag- 
nificent of  its  kind  that  had  ever  been  seen  ;  and  that  when 
the  contributions  of  the  churches  towards  its  expenses  were 
handed  to  the  Primate,  the  sum  was  also  one  of  the  greatest 
that  had  ever  been  presented  under  such  circumstances.  It  was 
$1,625,000.  This  sum,  we  are  told,  is  to  be  applied  towards 
extending  the  missionary  efforts  of  the  church. 

Such  a  decision  seems  to  be  the  culmination  of  folly.  At  this 
moment  there  are  hundreds  c^f  thousands  of  English  people 
on  the  verge  of  starvation,  and  theBriiish  Government,  which 
proposes  to  spend  over  ^200, 000, 000  on  warlike  preparations, 
can  only  promise  to  spend  ;^'200,ooo  in  providing  work  for  the 
unemployed  during  the  winter  months  ;  and  yet  the  Church  of 
England,  instead  of  making  an  effort,  now  within  its  power, 
to  save  the  bodies  and  souls  of  ihcir  starving  fellow  Britons 
and  fellow  Christians,  think — or  say — they  are  ''doing  their 
Master's  work"  by  squandering  nearly  double  that  amount  in 
the  hopeless  task  of  trying  to  force  their  religious  ideas  upon 
people  who  cannot  understand  them,  who  have  just  as  good 
if  not  better  religious  notions  ot  their  own,  and  who  in  the 
end  can  only  be  degraded  and  destroyed,  mentally  and  physi- 
cally, by  their  so-called  salvation  or  civilization. 

The  whole  church  business,  in  our  opinion,  is  nothing  but 
a  crazy  burlesque  as  far  as  it  is  an  attempt  at  religious  or  moral 
aiid  social  regeneration,  or,  indeed,  as  far  as  it  pretends  to  be 
anvthing  but  a  "society"  institution  ;  for,  except  in  the  case 
of  a  few  paranoiac  fanatics,  "  religion  "  is  the  last  thing  in  the 
world  that  the  regular  church  attendant  wants  to  be  bothered 
•with.  If  you  meet  a  friend  cc^ming  from  church,  talk  of  the 
weather,  the  ladies'  dresses,  your  summer  holiday,  politics,  or 
business,  the  organist,  the  choir,  the  leading  soprano,  or  the 
parson's  eloquence,  but  as  you  would  avoid  a  stony  face  keep 
\  our  tongue  quiet  so  far  as  religion  is  concerned. 

And  the  question  in  our  mind  all  this  time  is,  what  value 
can  we  place  on  this  display  of  gorgeous  millinery  and  muni- 
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ficent  donations  to  the  church  as  evidences  of  tlie  "  progress" 
of  Christianity  ?  Are  the}"  but  as  the  hectic  flush  on  the  cheek 
of  a  dying  consumptive,  or  visible  signs  of  the  fact  that  the 
church  has  not  only  dominated  the  minds  of  the  more  ij^^norant 
masses,  but  has  secured  the  qood-will  and  opened  the  pockets 
of  the  wealthy  and  aristocratic  classes  ? 


SALVATION  AND  CIVILIZATION  MEAN  DESTRUCTION. 

It  can  hardly  be  supposed  that  even  the  most  dull-witted  of 
the  preachers  can  be  ionorant  of  the  fact  that  ph\  sical  as  well 
as  mental  deterioration  of  native  races,  to  be  followed  sooner 
or  later  by  their  total  disappearance,  is  the  invariable  accom- 
paniment of  the  efforts  of  the  white  man  to  Christianize  and 
*' civilize"  them.  The  evil  effects  of  the  missionarv's  work 
is  seen  in  ever\-  quarter  of  the  i^lobe  ;  and  though  in  Asia  and 
Africa  these  effects  are  confined  mainly  to  the  small  commu- 
nities controlled  by  the  missionaries,  in  such  places  as  New 
Zealand,  Patagonia,  the  South  Sea  Islands,  and  other  places 
with  small  populations,  the  missionar}-  plague  has  nearh-  run 
its  full  course. 

The  story  of  the  Patagonians,  to  whose  fine  physique  and 
hardihood  Darwin  called  attention,  thus  arousing  the  cupidity 
of  the  missionaries,  is  a  t}'pical  one.  In  place  of  thousands 
of  hardy  fishermen,  enjoying  life  and  health  in  spite  of  their 
rocky  land  and  inhospitable  climate,  half  a  century  of  religious 
and  civilizing  efforts  has  reduced  them  to  a  few  score  of  con- 
sumptive wrecks  cowering  over  a  fire  in  a  hut,  with  their  chil- 
dren reading  the  Bible  and  learning  the  catechism  in  a  school. 

The  Maories  in  New  Zealand  and  the  Indians  in  North 
America  have  suffered  in  the  same  way  from  the  white  man's 
religion  and  civilization,  whisky  and  disease  ;  and  it  was  not 
without  solid  reason,  if  also  a  grim  sense  of  humor,  that  the 
United  States  official  who  recently  discovered  a  new  tribe  of 
Eskimo  in  North  Alaska,  peaceable,  contented,  and  apparently 
at  least  as  civilized  as  most  white  men,  contemplating  the 
miseries  they  would  have  to  undeipo  as  soon  as  missionaries 
appeared  among  them,  suggested  that  the  most  merciful  plan 
for  the  United  States  Government  to  adopt  would  be  to  send 
a  company  of  soldiers  and  shoot  them  all  at  once.  If  these 
Eskimo  understood  what  their  fate  would  be,  most  probably 
they  would  not  wait  for  the  troops,  but,  preferring   suicide   to 
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either  bullets  or  Bibles,  would  quietly  make  their  exit  in   the 
most  convenient  way. 


THE  BLACK  MAN'S  BURDEN. 

Fiji  is  one  o(  the  most  conspicuous  examples  of  the  results 
o(  the  contact  of  the  white  and  black  races  under  the  auspices 
of  the  missionary  societies.  For  many  years  the  South  Seas 
were  patrolled  by  missionary  ships,  carr\  ing  Bibles  and  tracts 
and  the  "  g"Ospel  of  peace  "  to  the  fuzzy-headed  natives — and 
incidentally  beer  and  wine  for  the  white  men  and  baubles  and 
trinkets  for  the  black  men  and  women.  These  trinkets  were 
disposed  of  at  extortionate  rates — rates  that  would  make  a 
Montreal  money-lender  die  of  envy  ;  and,  incidentally  also, 
this  trading-  enabled  the  missionaries  to  purchase  large  tracts 
of  fertile  lands  in  many  of  the  islands.  Much  of  this  land  is 
still  held  by  the  wealthy  descendants  of  the  missionaries.  A 
statement  of  facts  regarding  some  oi'  these  nefarious  transac- 
tions, made  bv  a  gentleman  who  had  sailed  the  South  Seas  at 
the  time  and  knew  the  facts,  appeared  in  Secular  Thought 
about  fifteen  )  ears  ago. 

In  the  November  Simsct,  published  at  San  Francisco,  Mr. 
Oscar  L.  Triggs  has  a  very  interesting  article  on  "Modern 
Fiji,"  in  which,  while  the  early  work  of  the  missionaries,  to 
which  we  have  I'jferred,  is  not  mentioned,  sufficient  present- 
day  statistics  are  given  to  show  the  fatal  effects  of  religious 
civilization  upon  primitive  peoples.  Mr.  Triggs  was  of  the 
Academic  Faculty,  University  of  Chicago,  and  what  he  says 
mav  be  relied  upon  as  far  as  it  gx")es.  Of  the  Fiji  people  and 
their  decline  in  numbers  he  says  : 

"  The  native  Fijiaus  are  splendid  physical  types,  stalwart,  erect,  and  well- 
fornied — true  tropical  products,  physically  flamboyant,  in  a  sense  over-blown. 
As  a  race  they  arc  niild  and  child-like,  perha])s  the  most  chai-ming  and  likable 
of  all  colored  peoples.  One  doubts  the  stearics  of  savagery  and  cruelty  told  by 
old  sailors.  Their  worst  faults,  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  eail}'  missionaries, 
were  polygamy  and  superstition.{!)  Their  life  is  conniiunal,  and  all  are  nomi- 
nally Christians.  As  a  factor,  however,  in  the  future  of  Fiji  the  native  race  is 
almost  negligible.  Tt  is  a  race  dying  out  from  too  early  civilization.  Wlien 
the  cession  to  England  was  inade  in  1^75,  the  number  of  natives  was  estimated 
at  150,000.  In  the  census  of  1«91,  102,750  were  reported.  By  1901  they 
had  declined  to  94,387,  and  an;  now  figured  at  under  S5,000 

"  To  Doctor  liolton  Corney,  chief  medical  officer,  I  put  the  (juestion  :  '  What 
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is  the  reason  for  the  decline  of  tlie  native  pojuihition  ?'  'It  is  too  lacge  a 
question  to  answer  short  of  a  treatise,'  he  said,  'but  briefly  the  causes  of 
decline  may  be  summed  up  prolxibly  in  one  term,  permature  civilization.  Tlie 
iiatives  are  victims  of  civilization  into  which  they  are  forced  befoie  their 
racial  development  admits  it.  They  try  to  live  by  the  standards  of  Euiopeans, 
change  their  own  habits  and  customs,  and  succumb  to  the  white  man's  diseases. 
By  instruction  in  sanitation,  diet  and  child-nursing — for  infant  mortality  is 
the  greatest — we  have  succecderl  in  checking  the  decline,  l)ut  how  long  the 
race  may  survive  wc  can  not  tell."' 

Mr.  Trig-gs'  statistics  show  that  the  native  Fijians  are  d\ini^' 
out  at  the  rate  of  over  2,000  a  year,  and,  though  the  officials 
are  doing  all  in  their  power  to  stem  the  degeneracv,  thev  all 
seem  hopeless  as  to  the  result.  "Premature  civilization"  is 
their  universal  diagrnosis  ot  the  cause  of  this  wasting"  awa\-  of 
one  of  the  finest,  gentlest,  and  most  lovable  of  the  primitive 
peoples  of  the  world,  whose  chief  characteristics,  Mr,  Triggs 
says,  seem  to  utterly  belie  the  tales  told  by  missionaries  and 
traders  of  their  ferocit}-  and  cannibalism. 

It  would  seem  that  if  the  black  man  is  to-da}-  a  burden  for 
the  white  man,  it  is  mainl\-  the  fault  of  the  white  man  himself, 
whose  vices  and  greed  have  destroyed  the  only  suitable  wa}  of 
living  open  to  the  black  man,  and  whose  attempts  to  "uplift" 
the  natives  only  end   in  bur\  ing"  them. 


^♦» 


BRITISH  TREATMENT  OF  NATIVE  RACES. 

It  is  verv  satisfactorv  to  have  the  testimon\-  of  Mr.  Trip-p's 
to  the  humane  efforts  of  the  British  Government  to  better  the 
conditions  of  the  native  races  under  its  rule.  Much  has  been 
said  of  Britain's  ill-treatment  of  native  races  in  all  parts  of 
the  world,  but  we  are  inclined  to  believe  that  she  has  never 
committed  half  the  villainies  perpetrated  by  the  other  so-called 
Christian  and  civilized  Governments.  The  recent  exposures 
before  a  Congressional  Committee  of  the  dealings  with  the 
Catholic  Church  in  the  Philippines  and  the  conduct  of  the 
friars  there  form  a  chapter  of  history  that  has  never  been  ex- 
ceeded for  brutal  villainy  by  an\-  modern  Government  outside 
of  the  Belgian  Congo  Free  State.  On  this  point  Mr.  Trig-gs 
writes  : 

"  Recently  a  Governmental  commission  made  a  most  exhaustive  study  of  the 
cau.ses  of  this  decline,  and  their  finding's  form  the  most  valuable  document  ever 
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published  on  the  subject  of  native  races.  The  many  causes  considered  seem  to 
be  comprehended  in  the  phrase  •  premature   civilization.'     With  all  their  tribal 

wars,  the  race  never  showed  such  decrease  as  under  Christian  rule.     It  is 

of  course  true  that  the  missionaries  were  the  first  to  impose  upon  the  natives 
the  white  man's  standard  of  living  and  conduct ;  and  now  with  a  dying  race 
this  work  of  conversion  atrl  education,  as  a  missionary  said  .sadly  to  the  writer, 
goes  almost  for  nothing. 

"  These  racial  tragedies  occur,  of  course,  at  all  times  and  all  over  the  earth. 
It  is  to  the  credit  of  the  English  Crown  that  it  has  dealt  with  the  natives  with 
absolute  justice — with  even  more  than  justice — and  in  the  spirit  of  the  highest 
humanity.  From  the  first  in  Fiji  it  was  the  policy  of  the  government  to 
acknowledge  the  right  of  the  natives  to  ownership  of  the  soil  and  to  employ 
thsm  in  administration  without  destroying  their  tribal  and  communal 
customs." 

It  is  a  difficult  thing,  no  doubt,  to  deal  justly  with  native 
races,  especially  when  they  stand  in  the  way  of  telegraph  and 
fast  steamship  lines,  sugar  plantations  and  steam  saw-mills  ; 
and  possibly  no  measures  that  can  now  betaken  will  undo  the 
mischief  already  done.  Religious  civilization  is  like  a  cancer 
or  leprosy,  an  incurable  disease  from  which  there  is  no  retreat 
but  death.  Even  among  older  races  the  result  is  not  very  dif- 
ferent, for  lunacy  in  varying  degrees  is  the  common  lot  of  a 
large  proportion  of  the  Christians  who  try  to  correlate  their 
religious  dogmas  with  common  sense.  We  need  not  wonder, 
therefore,  that  the  doom  of  the  Fijians  was  sealed  when  the 
first  trading  missionaries  bribed  or  forced  the  natives  into 
buying  and  wearing  Eurc^pean  shoddy  clothing  and  gewgaws 
and  sending  their  children  to  be  drilled  into  subservience  to 
the  missionary  and  his  wife  and  to  be  caged  in  a  school  where 
their  brains  were  worried  over  Bible  and  Catechism. 


THE   "  SELF-SACRIFICING  "   MISSIONARY    IN    FIJI. 

We  have  referred  to  Mr.  Triggs"  report  as  reliable,  but  his 
honesty  has  not  .saved  him  from  being  mesmerized  to  some 
degree  by  the  missionaries,  who  alwa}s  take  good  care  to  put 
the  best  face  on  things  for  the  benefit  of  visitors.  Some  mis- 
sionaries doubtless  may  be  unselfish  to  some  extent,  but  there 
are,  we  believe,  in  the  missionary  business  a  million  grafters 
to  one  Livingstone  or  Moffatt.  This  is  how  they  harry  the 
Fijians  into  premature  graves    under  pretence  of  saving  their 
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"  souls"  ;   and  fill  the  islands  with  well-paid  missionaries  and 
their  dependents  : 

"The  Church  of  England,  Presbyterian,  Wesleyan,  and  Roman  Catholic 
denominations  have  congreijations  at  Suva  and  Levuka.  Tlie  mission  statistics 
are  eloquent  of  the  unselfish  devotion  of  the  Wesle3'an  and  Catholic  mission- 
aries. The  Wesleyans  have  built  800  churches,  have  100  native  and  European 
ministers,  3,411  native  local  preachers,  and  claim  86,000  adherents  among  the 
Fijians,  Indians  and  Polynesians.  The  Catholics  have  74  churches,  a  few  of 
them  lar-ge  and  imposing  structures,  and  10,830  adherents." 

Usingr  the  same  logic,  we  might  argue  that  in  the  Dark 
Ages  the  unselfish  devotion  of  the  Christian  priesthood  was 
demonstrated  by  the  fact  that  Europe  was  filled  with  churches, 
abbeys,  monasteries,  and  nunneries.  The  Wesleyans  appear 
to  have  covered  Fiji  with  churches,  one  to  about  ever\-  io8  of 
their  adherents — men,  women  and  children,  with  one  ordained 
minister  for  every  86o  and  one  local  preacher  for  about  every 
22  of  the  adherents — or  one  local  preacher  for  about  every  five 
of  the  adults.  It  will  not  be  long  before  all  the  Fijians  will 
be  preachers — and  in  heaven. 


ACKNOWLEDGED  FAILURE  OF   CHINESE  AND  JAPANESE  MISSIONS. 

A  week  or  two  ago,  at  an  annual  missionary  meeting  in  the 
Central  Presbyterian  Church,  Toronto,  some  reports  of  re- 
turned missionaries  were  received  which  show  very  clearly  that 
different  methods  are  needed  if  Christianity  is  to  make  any 
headway  in  China  and  Japan.  Mr.  Bevis,  from  Kaifeng, 
Province  of  Honan,  China,  gave  some  interesting  descriptions 
of  primitive  Chinese  life,  with  its  peculiar  local  ceremonies, 
relig-ion,  and  social  characteristics,  which  would  seem  to  show 
that  the  Chinese  people  are  at  least  as  civilized  and  intelligent, 
if  they  are  not  so  coarse  and  brutal,  as  many  of  our  Western 
Christians.  Mr.  Bevis  said  the  people  of  Kaifeng  believed 
their  tow^n  to  be  the  centre  of  the  universe  ;  in  which  we  doubt 
if  they  are  less  scientific  than  the  people  of  most  other 
countries.  Much  more  important  than  these  trifles,  however, 
was  Mr.  Bevis's  opinion  that  the  Chinese  were  being  modern- 
ized too  rapidly  ;  for  he  found  that  the  progress  of  Christianit}' 
^yas  being  sadly  hampered  by  their  too  intimate  acquaintance 
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with — think  of  it  !  —  Bacon  and  Darwin  !  It  is  not  difficult  to 
imairine  how  this  Western  preacher  must  have  felt  on  finding" 
his  tlieological  ruhbish  exposed  by  keen  students  of  philosophy 
and  science.  No  wonder  Christian  missions  are  progressing 
backwards. 

I'hen  a  Mr.  Fiske,  who  has  been  connected  with  Chinese 
mission  work  for  over  forty  }ears — fanc\'  a  man  with  a  forty 
\ears"  picnic  like  this  ! — admitted  that  the  Chinese  were  tending 
rather  towards  Japanese  than  towards  European  civilization. 
Which,  being  interpreted,  means  that  both  China  and  Japan, 
instead  of  embracing  Christianity  as  their  national  savior,  are 
practically  advancing  on  the  road  towards  a  civilization 
founded  upon  a  rational  interpretation  of  the  facts  of  modern 
science,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  supcrnaturalism.  If  this  ad- 
vance becomes  more  rapid  than  even  Mr.  Bevis  suspects,  it 
will  be  all  the  better  for  the  Chinese  and  Japanese,  though  it 
mav  toll  the  bell  for  the  funeral  of  the  Great  Missionarv  Fraud. 


PREACHERS  "UNDER   THE  CURSE  OF  HEAVEN!" 

"The  man  who  enters  or  staxs  in  the  ministr\-  for  the 
mone\-  there  is  in  it  is  luider  the  curse  of  heaven,""  said  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Bakerat  a  special  "  spiritual  "  conference  of  Metho- 
dist preachers  held  recently  in  Toronto.  If  this  is  true,  we 
are  afraid  the  divine  curse  will  send  a  large  majority  of  the 
preachers  of  all  denominations  to  hell  ;  for,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
so  far  as  we  know,  there  are  very  tew  preachers  who  do  not 
honestly  admit  that  the  salary  they  receive  is  quite  an  impor- 
tant consideration  with  them.  The  fact  is  so  manifest  that, 
as  Dr.  Thornton,  who  followed  Dr.  Baker,  told  the  conference, 
when  the  man  on  the  street  hears  a  sermon  on  "Self-Denial," 
he  almost  unconsciously  asks  himself,  "  Do  ministers  them- 
selves practise  self-denial?"'  Preachers,  said  Dr.  Thornton, 
"had  been  known  to  have  been  led  by  the  spirit  to  accept  a 
call  to  a  higher  salary  !  "'  And  he  had  so  little  faith  in  the 
"calling"  business  that  he  suggested  that  the  influence  of  the 
pulpit  would  be  enhanced  if  the  "  special  call  "  were  dropped 
and  the  preachers  discarded  their  distinctive  dress. 

How  Dr.  Baker  knows  that  preachers  who  are  after  a  g'ood 
salary  are  "  under  the  curse  oi'  heaven  "'  we  do  not  know  ;  but 
we  are  told  b\-  the  i^'oo(]  book  that  "the  laborer  is  worthy  oi 
his  hire  "  in  the  preaching  as  in  tether  businesses.      The  whole 
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matter  is  one  that  shows  the  hypocritical  character  of  the  re- 
lio'ious  cult  ;  and  we  believe  we  would  be  quite  justified  in  la)- 
ino-  it  down  as  an  axiom,  that  any  scheme  of  work,  either 
relio-ious  or  moral,  nominally  carried  on  for  "  the  good  of 
societN""  or  an\-  similar  object,  and  without  a  distinct  arrani^-e- 
ment  concerning"  wages  or  salar\-  for  work  done,  must  be 
essentially  immoral  and  deo"rading"  in  character. 

Dr.  Thornton  may  possess  means  of  knowing  that  "the 
spirit"  has  sometimes  called  preachers  to  a  salar\-,  but  we  do 
not  believe  that  he  has  anv  such  means.  There  have  been, 
no  doubt,  some  few  cases  where  preachers  have  displayed 
much  self-denial,  but  it  is  ridicidous  to  put  anv  such  plea 
forward  on  behalf  of  the  bulk  of  preachers,  who  generally  live 
in  the  best  house  in  the  parish,  and  enjoy  every  luxury  they 
can  command,  and  take  advantage  of  man\'  privileg'es  con- 
ceded to  the  "cloth,"  and  jump  at  everv  increase  of  payment 
that  ma}-  be  squeezed  out  of  their  parishioners.  We  agree 
with  Dr.  Thornton  that  the  sooner  the  h\pocritical  "  special 
call  "  and  the  special  dress  of  preachers  are  abandoned,  the 
sooner  w^ill  they  be  able  to  make  a  claim  to  being"  honest 
laborers  earning  wag"es  for  doing"  some  solid  work  for  the 
benefit  of  societv. 


''A  RELIGIOUS  NEWS  AGENCY  ESTABLISHED  BY  JESUS  CHRIST." 

Rev.  Dr.  Gordon  (Ralph  Connor,  the  author  of  "The 
Prospector,"  which  contains  a  pretty  full  vocabularv  of  mining 
camp  "cuss  words")  is  nothing  if  not  sensational,  and  his 
speech  at  the  dinner  of  the  men  of  the  St.  James's  Square 
Presbyterian  Church,  Toronto,  a  week  or  so  ag"o,  was  a  g"ood 
specimen  of  his  work.  "Evang'elism,"  he  said,  "is  an  organ 
of  publicity  in  the  interest  of  humanity.  It  is  a  great  relig"ious 
news  agency  established  here  by  Jesus  Christ.  It  is  the  best 
thing  going",  and  a  g'ood  deal  better  than  Cobalt  stocks." 
Which  may  all  be  accepted  by  those  of  little  brains  and  large 
faith  as  containing"  some  tangible  idea.  If  it  means  anx'thing-, 
it  means  that  the  preacher's  one  business  is  to  proclaim  "  the 
same  old  story,"  "the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,"  etc.,  as  the  one 
piece  of  new^s  that  is  of  any  value  to  anybody,  w^orld  without 
end,  and  no  Amen.  Marconi  Wireless  is  aback  number  com- 
pared W'ith  the  Gospel. 
'^  'He  may  be  right,  perhaps,  if  what  he  says  about  other  forms 
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of  evang-elism  be  true.  His  evang-elism,  he  said,  "  was  not 
the  so-called  evang-elism  of  which  many  present  had  unplea- 
sant memories,  and  which  consisted  in  one's  being-  taken  by 
the  neck,  made  to  say  things  by  compulsion  and  g-enerally 
caused  to  feel  like  a  fool."  Well,  it  is  something-  in  his  favor 
that  he  should  have  such  a  keen  remembrance  of  his  feeling-s 
when  he  was  "evangelized,"'  and  it  is  pretty  clear  that  the 
foolish  feeling  has  not  left  him  even  to-day. 

But  why  should  the  investment  in  "Jesus  Christ's  News 
Agency  "'  be  a  better  thing  than  investments  in  Cobalt  stocks  ? 
At  first  sight  it  might  seem  to  be  at  least  as  bad,  because  you 
could  hardly  expect  any  return  at  all  from  the  former  ;  whereas 
the  latter  might  possibly  return  you  some  of  your  own  money 
as  interest  in  order  to  sell  more  stock.  But  it  is  clear  that  we 
are  regarding  it  from  the  wrong  standpoint — that  of  the  in- 
vestor instead  of  that  of  the  organizer.  Jesus  Christ  may  have 
established  "  Evangelism,"  but  the  business  is  being  carried 
on  by  Mr.  Gordon  and  his  fellow  evangelists  ;  and  it  looks 
more  like  a  bucket-shop  business  than  anything  else.  The 
public  invest  in  shares,  and  the  stock-jobber  reaps  the  profits. 
For  a  time,  indeed,  the  bucket-shop  investor  may  reap  a  little 
profit,  but  in  the  end  the  bucket-shop  keeper  cleans  up  the 
bulk  of  it  again.  In  the  evangelistic  game,  however,  there  is 
no  pretence  for  making  a  return  on  the  investment.  Once  in 
the  preacher's  pocket,  the  investors  are  precluded  by  the 
"  sanctity"  of  the  office  from  asking  "  Where  has  the  money 
gone  ?  " 

A  CONVERTED  "  RATIONALIST  "  LAWYER. 

A  short  time  ago  Toronto  was  favored  with  an  assemblage 
of  Christians  from  all  parts  of  Canada  and  the  United  States 
called  together  by  the  "  Christian  and  Missionary  Alliance," 
of  which  this  assemblage  was  the  twentieth  annual  conven- 
tion. The  first  thing  that  will  strike  many  on  reading  such 
an  announcement  is  the  fact  that,  if  statistics  Can  be  relied  on, 
such  is  the  rapid  increase  in  the  world's  population — mainly 
"heathen  "  or  non-Christian — that  probably  there  have  been 
a  hundred  adherents  added  to  the  heathen  religions  for  every 
alleged  convert  made  by  Christian  missionaries.  It  is  equally 
probable,  we  believe,  that  during  the  past  half  century  the 
number  o\  Christians   slaughtered    in    warfare  far  exceeds  the 
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wildest  estimates  of  the  number  of  conversions  that  have  been 
made  by  missionaries  ;  and  it  seems  pitiable  that  those  who 
subscribe  the  large  sums  of  money  needed  to  keep  the  foreign 
missionaries  in  the  field  do  not  see  the  folly  of  the  work,  and 
devote  their  efforts  to  ameliorating  the  terrible  conditions  in 
which  many  of  their  own  kith  and  kin  are  living. 

Among- those  present  at  the  Missionary  Alliance  convention 
Philip  NIauro,  of  Washington,  a  lawyer  said  to  have  offices  in 
Boston  and  New  York,  was  "  easil)-  one  of  the  most  striking 
figures."  Mr.  Mauro  appears  to  be  an  amateur  evangelist, 
and  the  singing  of  his  daughter  was  one  of  the  chief  features 
of  the  convention.  Mrs.  Mauro  completed  this  holy  trinity, 
but  her  share  in  the  family  missionary  work  is  unrecorded. 

Mr.  Mauro's  intellectual  status  may  be  gauged  b\  his  two 
statements  : 

''  I  am  in  hearty  syinpathy  with  the  truth  which  the  Alliance  .sjiecially  em- 
phasizes, whicli  is,  the  siitKoiency  of  Christ   for   all   the  needs  of  all    his  people 

under  all  circumstances,  for  their  physical,  financial  and  spiritual  needs 

The  authenticity  of  the  Bible  is  beini,'  very  much  called  into  (juestion  to-day, 
and  the  Alliance  emphasizes  the  full  inspiration  and  authority  of  the  Bible." 

Such  utterances  are  only  worth  recording  as  marking  the 
fact  that  not  only  the  uneducated  masses,  but  men  of  culture 
are  even  to-day  slaves  to  the  crudest  dogmatism  in  religious 
matters.  But  our  chief  object  in  calling  attention  to  Mr.  Mauro 
is  to  make  inquiry  regarding  another  of  his  utterances  : 

"  Higher  Criticism  is  doing  the  greatest  mischief  of  any  movement  I  can 
think  of  now.  It  is  rationalism  adapted  to  corrupt  Christianity,  and  I  say 
that  from  the  standpoint  of  a  converted  lationalist.  I  was  a  rationalist  for 
twenty-five  years." 

We  never  heard  of  Mr.  Mauro  until  this  convention  -brought 
him  to  Toronto,  and  we  do  not  believe  that  he  has  ever  been 
a  true  or  a  professed  rationalist.  His  assertion  to  that  effect 
we  believe  to  be  simply  the  same  sort  of  "gag"  we  have  heard 
from  Methodists  and  other  Protestants — "Oh,  at  one  time  I 
was  a  rationalist  like  you,  but  Pve  seen  the  folly  of  it.  Pve 
been  through  every  phase  of  doubt  and  even  Atheism,  but  I 
am  wiser  now,  and  have  found  the  truth  at  last."  And  so  on. 
People  who  talk  in  that  way  are  manifestly  wanting  in  either 
brains  or  honesty,  or  perhaps  both.  We  should  like  some  of 
our  friends  to  tell  us  where  to  place  Mr,  Mauro. 
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ANOTHER  ANTI-RATIONALIST. 

Another  bright  light  of  the  convention  was  Rev.  Dr.  Marsh, 
who  also  hails  from  the  land  where  multi-millionaires  and  re- 
lioious  fakers  do  most  abound,  alono-  with  the  classes  of  which 
these  two  are  the  complementaries.  He  also  denounced  the 
Hig'her  Critics  : 

"  If  1  were  to  beliese  in  tlic  Higlitn-  Criticism  I  wcnild  be  an  Agnostic.  We 
accept  Jesus  Christ  not  only  as  the  .Son  of  God,  hut  God  the  Son — not  merely 
Divinitv,  but  Deity.      He  is  Very  God,  and  we  woiship  and  adore  him." 

Dr.  Marsh  does  not  claim  to  have  ever  been  a  rationalist, 
and  it  is  clear  that  he  is  not  one  now.  He  is  a  D.D.,  and  it 
seems  that  when  a  man  reaches  that  deo-ree  of  Christian  excel- 
lence he  has  no  need  for  the  exercise  of  his  reasonino-  powers. 
The  good  Lord  has  provided  for  him  better  even  than  he  has 
for  the  vultures  of  the  air  or  the  wolves  of  the  forest,  and  he 
becomes  entitled  to  talk  in  this  Torreyescjue  fashion  : 

•'  I  believe  the  ci'inie  of  the  church  to-day  is  gossip.  It  is  of  the  Devil,  and 
it  smells  of  the  sulphur  of  Hell." 

Evidenth'  Dr.  Marsh  has  been  to  Hell,  or  how  could  he  be 
sure  that  he  knows  so  accurately  the  smell  of  its  sulphur? 
And  when  such  a  man  strongl}-  urg'es  his  fellow  Christians  to 
"  band  together  to  stem  the  tide  of  evil  '"  [rationalism],  we  can 
afford  to  laug'h  at  his  impotent  malevolence,  and  to  bless  our 
stars  that  the  ver)-  Bible  which  is  the  foundation  and  justifica- 
tion of  all  the  Christian  bigotry  and  savagery,  is  also  our  best 
guarantee  against  such  irrational  bigots  being  able  to  band 
their  followers  together  for  any  such  purpo.se.  The  mass  of 
Christians  may  join  together  for  a  time  for  a  special  purpose, 
but  they  are  not  likely  to  give  up  their  hardly-won  right  of 
private  judginent,  and  however  badly  abused  that  right  may 
have  been,  while  the  people  possess  it — and  the  Bible — they 
are  sin-e  to  quarrel  and  fight. 

A  KICK  FROM    A  "  PSYCHIC." 

We  are  sorrv  that  Mr.  Beale's  stock  of  patience  is  exhausted, 
the  more  so  as,  if  his  theory  of  a  future  life  should  "materia- 
lize," he  will  siu-ely  need  a  full  supply  of  it  during  the  inter- 
minable period  o(  his  futtu-e  existence.  Unless,  indeed,  he 
passes    instantaneously    fiom    defeclixe    lumianit\     to    perfect 
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divinity  when  he  crosses  the  border  that  divides  us  from 
Summerhmd.  Perhaps,  though,  the  future  hfe  will  not  be 
eternal  life  ?  Whether  it  is  to  be  so  or  not,  the  whole  idea 
seems  to  us  to  be  both  useless  and  grotesquely  nonsensical  ; 
and  equally  so,  notwithstanding  any  alleged  evidence  in  its 
favor.  No  such  evidence,  indeed,  worth  a  moment's  conside- 
ration, has  so  far  come  under  our  notice. 

In  regard  to  Prof.  H\slop"s  remarks,  quoted  from  his  "  Bor- 
der/and," they  aptly  exemplif}'  the  comments  we  have  often 
made  on  similar  productions.  Bad  grammar,  bad  logic,  and 
confused  ideas  are  the  most  salient  features  of  the  productions 
of  the  modern  mvster) -monger,  and  point  directly  to  a  lack  of 
training  in  the  principles  of  philosoph}-.  Mr.  Hyslop's  open- 
ing phrase  is  enough  to  set  one's  teeth  on  edge.  His  idea 
was  doubtless  ''a  period  of  reaction  against,"  etc.,  but  as  it 
stands  it  is  a  gross  blunder.  There  may  be  "  Philistines  " 
such  as  Prof.  H\slop  describes  ;  are  there  no  Philistines 
among  Psychical  Researchers  ? 

We  are  rather  pleased  to  hear  that  civilization  is  to  end  in 
*' repeating  the  experience  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah."  It 
surely  has  faults  enough  to  deserve  even  the  worst  Prof. 
H\slop  could  prophes}-  for  it.  But  his  prophec}-  does  not 
appeal  to  us  any  more  strongly  than  does  his  future  life.  He 
appears  to  be  trying  the  role  of  Omniscience,  and  we  imagine 
he  has  notyet  learned  enough  from  his  friends  in  the  "  beyond  " 
to  iustifv  his  rashness.  It  is  somewhat  re-assuring  to  learn 
that,  after  the  fire  and  brimstone  experience,  "we  (the  new 
race,  we  presume)  "shall  expect  sober  thinking  to  begin 
again."  What  !  the  human  race  to  go  once  more  through  all 
those  eons  of  savag-ery  and  barbarism,  when  sober  thinking 
was  unenlivened  by  a  solitary  joke  of  Tom  Hood  or  Mark 
Twain,  only  to  get  at  last  to — what  ?  To  learn  what  the 
"larger  view  of  the  universe  for  a  spiritual  life"  means? 
Heaven  forefend  !  What  does  the  "  larger  view  of  the  uni- 
verse "  mean  anyway?  Is  it  "man's  larger  view-  of  the 
universe,"  or  the  "larger  view  taken  by  theuniverse  of  man," 
that  is  going  "  for"  a  spiritual  life  ?  W^egive  it  up.  But  we 
— that  is,  the  future  "we" — shall  willingly  listen  to  "the 
advice  which  experience  has  always  shown  us,"  doubtless,  as 
we  do  now,  though  it  seems  problematical  whether  we  shall 
follow  it  any  more  carefully  then  than  we  do  now.  Indeed,  if 
it  pretends  to  show  us  "the  value  of  the  belief  which  may  even 
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reconcile  men  to  a  life  of  pain  and  sufferin^^,"  we  must  put  on 
the  brakes.  We  don't  think  any  belief  can  be  valuable  to 
man  which  reconciles  him  to  a  life  of  pain  and  suffering-.  Nor 
do  we  think  experience  shows  the  value  of  any  such  belief. 
Ouite  the  reverse.  Experience,  in  our  reading-,  shows  that 
any  belief  will  reconcile  most  men  to  inevitable  ills  ;  but  it  also 
very  clearly  shows  that  belief  in  a  future  life  has  been  the 
means  of  perpetuating-  preventible  evils,  and  that  serious  efforts 
to  study  and  improve  the  conditions  of  human  life  are  the  only 
real  means  of  human  amelioration. 


THE   COMFORT  OF  BELIEF. 

If  the  minister  and  the  moralist  can  "  soothe  situations  "' 
in  the  lives  of  individuals  which  a  sceptic  cannot,  it  is  only 
because  thev  make  assertions  which  they  know  to  be  false  or 
doubtful  and  promises  for  which  they  have  no  justification. 
Their  "  soothing"  is  mainly  a  jumble  of  hypocritical  and  fan- 
tastic words  as  far  as  it  differs  from  what  mig'ht  be  saici  by 
anv  ordinary  sympathizer. 

The  idea  that  the  Stoic  is  "independent  of  nature  and  his 
fellows"  is  a  g'ood  one.  Even  Epicurus,  when  he  lived  on  a 
dry  crust  and  pure  water,  depended  or,  Nature  ;  and  we  never 
\et  heard  that  he  wove  his  own  g^arments. 

The  idea  that  "  the  fine'-  moral  qualities  keep  the  poorer 
classes  from  a  policy  of  confiscation  "  is  g-ood.  Evidently  we 
are  a  long"  wav  yet  from  the  fate  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah. 

If  the  social  and  political  movciuents  of  the  present  ag-e  are 
"the  logical  consequence  of  its  Materialism,"  there  must  have 
been  some  pretty  quick  work.  We  should  have  thought 
"  consequences  "  would  have  followed  causes.  But  no.  They 
appear  to  be  twins.  Perhaps,  like  a  certain  pair  of  twins,  they 
are  twins  "only  on  father's  side,  not  on  mother's," — or  the 
reverse.  But  if  they  are  "  keeping  company,"  we  imagine 
they  must  be  the  outcome,  of  preceding-  causes.  In  an}-  case, 
Prof.  Mvslop  would  i\o  us  a  service  if  he  would  devote  a  line 
or  two  to  defining  the  twins  a  little  more  distinctly.  At  present 
thev  have  the  appearance  rather  of  "  psychic  materializations  " 
than  of  substantial  realities. 

Prof.  H)slop  is  welcome  to  any  comfort  he  can  realize  from 
his  belief  that  thei-e  is  g-ood  evidence  for  a  future  life,  but  it  is 
interestini'-  to  find  him  admitting  that  that  evidence  is  not  vet 
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strong- en oug"h  to  appeal  to  "the  intellectual  classes."  We 
opine  not.  His  last  two  sentences  deserve  serious  stud)-  from 
psychic  and  occult  investigators.  Evidently,  their  work  is  only 
just  beg^inning  ;  we  might  say,  their  ship's  plan  is  only  sketched 
out,  and  all  the  real  work  is  yet  before  the  builders.  And  the 
Ark  must  be  solidly  planked  before  the  elite  oi'  humankind 
will  accept  the  new  Noah's  hospitality. 

TAX  EXEMPTIONS  IN  TORONTO. 

The  assessment  lists  recently  issued  in  Toronto  show  that 
property  valued  at  nearlv  $35,000,000  is  exempt  from  taxation. 
While  a  large  pc^rtion  of  this  is  municipal.  Provincial  c^r  Do- 
minion property,  a  very  large  proportion  of  church  property 
is^  included  in  the  item,  much  of  it  greatly  undervalued.  The 
iniquitous  effect  of  this  exemption  is  strikingly  shown  by  some 
facts  cited  by  a  correspondent  of  the  N.  Y.  TriitJi  Seeker  : 

The  Waltham,  Mass.,  city  authorities  announce  that,  owing 
to  the  estate  of  the  late  Mrs.  Walker,  a  total  of  over  $100,000, 
having  been  bequeathed  to  the  Episcopal  Church,  the  tax  rate 
would  be  increased  by  $1.30  per  $1,00.0.  In  other  words,  the 
Episcopal  Church  not  only  secures  Mrs.  Walker's  property, 
but  is  permitted  bylaw  to  tax  the  property-owners  of  Waltham 
to  the  extent  of  $1.30  for  every  $1,000  worth  of  property  held 
by  them.      Well,  it  serves  them  right  for  being  such  idiots. 

The  tax  rate  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  is  $20.10  per  $1,000,  yet 
the  city  is  so  poor  that  it  cannot  properly  repair  its  streets. 
But  a  few  miles  away,  Brookline  has  a  tax  rate  of  but  $10.80 
per  $1,000,  and  has  money  to  loan.  Why  the  difference? 
Simpl}' because  Harvard  University,  with  assets  of  $23, 000,000, 
is  exempt  from  taxation. 

Both  of  these  cases  are  typical  of  conditions  in  Toronto. 
We  have  about  two  hundred  churches,  with  schools,  clergy 
houses  or  nunneries  and  parsonages  attached,  many  of  them 
costing  from  $50,000  up  to  more  than  $1,000,000,  all  of  them 
practically  robbing"  the  taxpayers  to  support  their  sectarian 
institutions.  And  then  we  have  a  gigantic  charity  school — 
dubbed  a  University — where  the  sons  and  daughters  of  wel 
to-do  parents  are  trained  mainly  by  the  expenditure  of  public 
funds,  but  very  largely  at  the  expense  of  the  helpless  taxpayers 
of  the  city.  The  tax-exemption  of  church  and  school  pro- 
perties is  one  of  the  most  bare-faced  iniquities  of  our  day. 
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The  Salvation  Army  and  the  Public. 


II.   The  Test  of  Success. 


(Vi  (Vi  (V^  (Vi  (V] 


The  Salvation  Army,  compared  with  other  Christian  bodies,  possesses 
inanv  essential  points  in  common — more,  indeed,  than  is  generally  believed. 
Hut  at  the  outset  one  strikini^;-  difference  is  observable  e\en  by  the  most 
casual  observer  :  its  confident  dependence  upon  and  immense  indebtedness 
to  the  members  of  other  relii^ious  bodies  as  well  as  to  large  sections  of  the 
general  public  who  display  no  disposition  whatsoever  to  join  its  ranks,  or, 
perhaps,  the  ranks  of  any  tether  sect.  Salvationist  finance,  therefore, 
concerns  everybody.  If  one  inquires  the  grounds  upon  which  the  Salva- 
tion Army  is  so  generally  accorded  this  exceptionally  favorable  treatment 
the  answer  usually  is  that  the  Army  ministers  to  a  class  of  people  not 
successfully  touched  by  other  religious  bodies,  and  that — leaving  religion 
practically  out  of  account — it  does  a  large  amount  of  "social"  work 
which  serves  to  distinguish  it  from  other  religious  bodies.  This  is,  indeed, 
the  claim  officially  made  by  the  Army  itself  ("  Orders  and  Regulations  for 
Field  Officers,"  p.  297;  "In  Darkest  England,"  p.  241).  The  public 
ha\e,  in  consequence,  come  very  generally  to  imagine  that  the  Army  as  a 
religious  body  differs  materially  from  all  other  religious  organizations  in 
its  aims,  that  its  work  is  mainly  if  not  exclusively  "  social,"  and,  therefore, 
that  money  given  to  the  Army  at  large  is  devoted,  not  to  mere  religious 
propaganda,  but  to  the  furtherance  of  objects  more  practical  and  more 
generally  approved. 

The  "  social  "  work  of  the  Army  has  for  many  years  been  so  widely 
advertised  in  the  press  and  on  the  platform  that  it  is  little  wonder  if  in 
very  many  minds  the  y\rmy  should  be  almost  solely  identified  with  such 
work.  General  Booth  himself  appears  to  be  keenly  conscious  of  the  fact 
that  it  is  in  his  "  social  "  work  that  the  public  are  disposed  to  display 
most  practical  interest.  In  the  course  of  his  religious  motor  campaigns  of 
1904-1907,  he  repeatedly  insisted  upon  the  great  public  service  performed 
bv  the  Farm  Colony,  the  City  Colonies,  the  Emigration  Agency,  and  the 
other  departments  oi  his  "  Social"  (Darkest  England)  Scheme.  He  has 
frequently  complained  that  this  work  is  not  at  present  adequately  supported 
h\  the  public.  He  has  at  the  same  time  thrown  out  certain  proposals  of 
the  most  ambitious  nature  with  the  view  of  securing  a  very  much  larger 
measure  o{  external  financial  help  in  the  realization  of  these  "  social 
ideals.  To  few  people,  apparently,  does  it  ever  occur  to  differentiate 
between  the  yXrmy's  "  social  "  and  its  religious  activities,  or  to  inquire 
what  proportion  of  the  immense  but  unknown  sums  already  contributed 
annually  by  the  public  to  the  Army's  exchequer  is  devested  to  those 
"  social  "  objects  which  iilone  serve  to  excite  special  public  sympathy  with 
the  Army  at  all.  The  public  arc  apt  to  overlook  the  fact  that  it  is  still, 
first  and  foremost,  a  religious  bod}-.  Its  spiritual  efi"ort,  in  fact,  appears 
to  cost  from  twelve  to   twenty  times  as  much   as  its  "  social  "  eftort,      The 
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question  of  its  alleged  spiritual  success  is,  therefore,  of  primary  importance 

to  the  public 

Granting-,  for  the  moment,  that  it  is  the  evangelization  of  the  masses  in 
which  the  public  are  interested,  and  for  which  they  are  willing  to  pay,  as 
they  have  done,  many  millions  in  Great  Britain  alone,  how  comes  it  that 
General  Booth  has  never  yet  found  it  advisable  to  supply  the  public  with 
the  only  data  which  can  enable  them  to  test  the  alleged  success  of  his 
organization  in  this,  by  far  its  most  important,  department  ? 

If,  by  way  of  example,  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  England  be  selected, 
we  find  that  the  "  Minutes  of  Synod,"  published  each  year,  contains  con- 
gregational tables,  inter  alia,  the  membership  in  the  current  and  the  pre- 
ceding year,  not  only  of  the  body  as  a  whole,  but  of  every  one  of  the  339 
congregations  which  compose  it  1904)  throughout  the  country.  Thus  the 
growth  or  decline  of  the  whole  body,  and  of  any  particular  congregation 
in  it,  can  be  seen  at  a  glance.  In  the  case  of  the  Prebyterians,  however, 
there  is  no  public  obligation  or  reason  for  the  compilation  and  issue  of 
this  return.  In  that  of  the  Salvation  Army  there  are  most  obvious  public 
reasons  why  a  similar  return,  at  least  as  detailed,  should  be  made.  In 
view  of  the  Army's  constant  and  ubiquitous  financial  appeal  to  the  public, 
and  the  alleged  success  of  its  work  of  evangelization,  it  is  surely  a  remark 
able  fact  that  in  not  one  of  its  numerous  publications  is  there  any  annual 
record  of  the  number  and  location  of  its  corps,  or  congregations,  through- 
out the  country,  with  the  number  of  officers,  members  and  adherents 
attached  to  each. 

Is  there  any  reason  why  such  a  test  of  the  Army's  success  should  not  be 
applied  ?  One  of  its  higher  officials,  acting  on  instructions,  recently 
deprecated  it  on  the  grounds  (i)  that  the  Army  is  still  a  young  organiza- 
tion, (2)  that  such  a  publication  would  be  expensive,  and  (3)  that  it  is 
impossible  to  estimate  spiritual  work  by  statistics. 

It  is  true  that  the  Army  is  only  forty-three  years  of  age,  but  in  that 
short  time  it  has  probably  obtained  from  the  British  public  alone  at  least 
ten  millions  of  pounds  for  the  promotion  of  its  spiritual  work.  The  cost  of 
printing  an  extra  thirty  or  forty  pages  of  tables  statistically  depicting  the 
Army's  local  progress  year  by  year  csald  hardly  swell  unduly  a  printing 
bill  already  enormous.  The  publication  might  even  be  found  to  repay  its 
cost  in  consequence  of  the  emulation  between  corps  which  it  might  fairly 
be  expected  to  stimulate,  to  say  nothing  of  the  increased  financial  aid  that 
might  be  derived  from  outside  sympathizers  thus  enabled  to  assure  them- 
selves that  their  money  was  bringing  forth  tangible  fruit.  As  for  the  plea 
that  it  is  impossible  to  test  spiritual  work  by  statistics,  this  happens  to  be 
the  test  ostensibly  recognized  and  imposed  by  the  Salvation  Army  itself 
for  its  own  purposes. 

In  General  Booth's  "  Orders  and  Regulations  for  Field  Officers  "  (1904) 
there  is  (p.  323)  the  following  definite  statement  on  the  subject  of  numbers 
as  a  test  of  the  Army's  success  : 

To  Record  What  Is  Being  Done.        "The  work  of  the  Army  is  to  secure  the 

Salvation  of  men,  and  then  to  preserve  them 
in  the  favor  of  God  and  train  them  to  fight  for  the  Salvation  of  their  fellows.  In 
order  that  we  may  knosv  the  extent  to  which  this  work  is  being  accomplished,  it  is 
necessary  to  make  and  keep  careful  records  of  the  names  of  all  those  who  may,  in 
any  way,  be  united  with  the  Army.     These  records  are  called  '  the  Rolls.'  " 


424  SECULAR  THOUGHT. 

On  pag^e  326  there  is  this  further  rei^uhition  concerning"  these  rolls  : 

Not  To  Bk  Takkv  Awav.  "  The  Rolls  are  ths  property  of  the  Army,  and  must 

not  be  taken  away  from  the  Corps,  except  by  the 
authority  of  the  P.C.  (provincial  commander)  or  D.  O.  (divisional  officer).  Their 
contents  are  not  to  be  disclosed  to  any  one  but  the  persons  officially  concerned." 

Why,  it  is  necessary  to  ask,  is  this  reserve  reg'arding"  its  streng^th 
observed  by  the  Army,  seeing;"  that  publicity  is  frankly  practised  for  their 
own  sake  by  other  relig"ious  bodies  which,  unlike  the  Army,  owe  little  or 
nothing"  to  the  public  ? 

The  idea,  frequently  fostered  of  late  by  the  officials  of  the  Army,  that 
the  body  acts  larg"ely  as  the  recruiting"  serg"eant  for  other  denominations 
cannot,  unfortunately,  bear  examination.  As  has  just  been  seen,  the  work 
of  the  Army,  is  "to  secure  the  salvation  of  men,  and  then  to  preserve 
them  in  the  favor  of  God  and  train  them  to  fight  for  the  salvation  of 
their  fellows."  Officers  are  further  reminded  that  "salvation  means  enlist- 
ment into  the  Army" — being"  "made  so'diers  "  ("  O.  and  R.,"  p.  74),  and 
that  "the  conversion  of  sinners  and  their  enlistment  in  the  Army "  (p. 
415)  must  be  their  constant  object.  Here  there  is  no  idea  of  working  for 
the  increase  of  other  sects,  and  no  one  who  knows  anything"  of  the  consti- 
tution oi'  the  Salvation  Army  can  deny  that  it  is  expressly,  and  even 
ingeniously,  designed — in  a  degree  unapproached  by  any  other  religious 
body — for  the  retention  within  its  ranks  of  every  convert  that  it  is  capable 
of  niaking.  There  must  always,  of  course,  be  a  certain  amount  of  leakage 
between  sects.  But  on  the  whole  the  atmosphere  and  ritual  which  suffice 
to  convert  a  man  will,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  be  mc>re  congenial  to  him 
for  his  regular  edification  than  the  atmosphere  and  ritual  of  those  bodies 
which  have  failed  to  convert  him.  The  atmosphere  and  ritual  of  the 
Salvation  Army  are  admittedly  very  different  from  those  of  any  other  sect  ; 
they  are,  in  fact,  deliberately  designed  to  influence  the  minds  and  satisfy 
the  spiritual  aspirations  of  the  particular  class  of  people  for  which  the 
Army  exists,  and  for  which  the  other  sects,  it  is  asserted,  do  not.  Why, 
then,  should  one  be  expected  to  look  f.ir  the  Army's  converts  elsewhere 
than  in  its  own  corps  or  congregations? 

In  all  ages  the  organization,  the  person,  and  even  the  spot  associated 
in  the  sinner's  mind  with  the  crowning  incident  of  his  conversion  have 
in  innumerable  instances  been  the  object  of  the  most  signal  gratitude, 
devotion,  or  veneration.  Are  we  to  assume  that  the  Salvationist  convert 
more  than  anv  other  is  prone  to  turn  his  back  upon  the  divine  instrument 
("O.  and  R. ,"  p.  303)  of  his  regeneration,  and  to  commit  the  ingratitude 
of  diverting  his  spiritual  energies  to  tether  organizations  which,  he  must 
know,  are  less  divine  because  less  effectual  (p.  303)  ? 

Those  who  have  never  perused  General  Booth's  six  hundred  odd  pages 
of  "  Orders  and  Regulations  "  can  have  little  idea  of  the  care,  minuteness 
and  exhaustiveness  with  which  his  system  of  converting  men  is  elaborated 
for  the  guidance  of  his  officers.  The  peculiar  nierit  of  the  system  is,  how- 
ever, that  there  is  nothing  fallible  about  it  : 

"  .Many  people  think  it  is  all  a  sort  of  chance  as  to  whether  they  will  succeed  or 
not.  They  think  they  have  no  more  power  to  bring  about  the  salvation  of  souls,  than 
they  have  to  produce  a  thunderstorm,  or  manufacture  an  earthquake.  This  is  a 
mistake.      If  the    V.    t).  will   be  at   the  trouble   to   qualify   himself,  and   follow   the 
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counsels  given  in  these  Orders,  he  will  be  as  certain  to  succeed  in  bringing  an  abun- 
dant harvest  of  grain  into  the  heavenly  garner,  as  a  farmer  would  be  who  ploughed 
and  sowed  and  reaped  according  to  the  fixed  laws  that  govern  the  natural  world  in 
raising  a  good  crop  of  corn  .  .  .  .There  are  fixed  methods  of  moving  men.  If  the  F. 
O.  will  read  the  counsels  that  follow,  he  will  know  how  to  produce  conviction  in  the 
hearts  of  the  people  round  about  him,  and  if  he  will  adopt  them,  he  will  be  successful 
in  doing  so  "  (pp.  90,  91). 

The  F.O.,  in  fact,  is  told  that  if  he  does  not  succeed  he  must  necessarily 
recog'nize  that  it  is  his  own  fault,  and  not  that  of  the  system  (p.  23).  The 
Army,  then,  permits  no  one  to  doubt  its  ability  to  succeed.  In  order  to 
succeed,  however,  it  must .  g-et  into  contact  with  the  people  aimed  at. 
Either  they  must  come  to  the  Army's  officers,  or  the  Army's  officers  must  go 
to  them  : 

"The  easiest,  quickest,  most  economical,  and  most  eftective  method  by  which  the 
F.  O.  can  reach  people  is  to  have  them  come  to  him,  crowding  his  Barracks,  and 
sitting  before  him  ready  to  listen  to  what  he   has  to  say. 

"  Every  effort  therefore  should  be  made  to  draw  people  to  the  L5arracks.  \'arious 
methods  of  advertizing  and  other  attractions  are  set  forth  in  Chapter  II.,  part  xi    .  .  . 

"  Nothing  succeeds  like  success.  If  souls  are  getting  saved  nig'^ht  after  night,  this 
fact  alone  will  draw  people  to  the  p'ace  ''  (p  93). 

Clearly  if  people  are  not  draw^n  to  the  place  it  can  only  mean  that  souls 
are  not  getting  saved  night  after  night  and,  consequently  that  the  work 
of  the  Army,  for  some  reason  or  another,  is  not  being  accomplished 

It  is  curious  to  note  that,  within  the  Army,  every  provision  is  designed 
to  increase  its  numerical  strength,  and  every  test  of  spiritual  progress  is 
or  was,  ostensibly  based  on  numerical  strength,  and  yet  that  when  a 
similar  test  is  applied  from  the  outside  it  is  declared  to  be  inapplicable  to 
the  Army's  work.  Not  only  is  the  numerical  test  the  principal  oi^e  said  to 
be  applied  by  headquarters,  but  it  is  prominently  kept  before  all  candidates 
for  officership  as  the  principal  factor  in  determining  their  promotion 

How,  in  view  of  all  these  official  facts,  any  officer  of  the  Salvation  Army 
can  have  the  hardihood  to  declare  the  test  of  numerical  strength  to  be 
inapplicable  to  the  work  of  the  Army  is  incomprehensible.  That  Genera! 
Booth  should  have  been  allowed  for  so  many  years  to  retain  in  his  own 
hands  the  only  valid  evidence  of  his  evangelical  success,  while  the  public, 
without  whose  financial  support  every  one  of  his  corps  would  fall  to  pieces 
to-morrow,  remain  in  ignorance  of  it,  is  surely  a  striking  proof  of  the 
extreme  laxity  of  thought  prevalent  throughout  the  country  in  regard  to 
the  whole  work  of  his  extraordinary  organization. 

(To  be  cmttinned.) 

Maternal  Solicitude. 

Little  Toto — Mamma,  inay  I  go  out  and  look  at  the  eclipse  of  the  sun  ? 
Careful  Mother — Yes,  dear  ;   but  be  careful  not  to  go  too  close. 


Race  Suicide. 

Visitor,  to  Mamma. — I  have  some  sad  news  for  you,  my  dear  ;  your 
doctor,  Mr.  Crushbone,  died  this  morning. 

Jimmy  (one  of  six). — Then  we  sha'nt  have  any  more  babies,  ma,  shall 
we  ? 
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THE  NEW  DISCIPLE  ON  TELEPATHY. 
Dear  Secular  Thought  : — While  we  know — that  is  us — that  you  would 
spread  abroad  a  faith  based  on  experience  in  preference  to  that  indicated 
by  those  who  in  the  latter  days  are  credited  by  Paul  (ne  Saul  of  Tarsus) 
as  saying-,  "  Lo,  here  is  Christ  !  "  and  in  reference  to  which  he  says  that 
there  shall  be  many  false  prophets  and  only  the  elect  shall  be  saved,  we 
sincerely  trust  that  we — and  you  if  you  are  good — shall  be  found  one  of 
which. 

At  such  a  time,  when  knowledg-e  should  be  increased — for  is  not  Fred 
Burry  in  the  flesh — we  regret  to  say  that  unbelief  still  raises  its  rampant 
head  and  hurls  its  shafts  of  secular  doubt  at  NEW  THOUGHT. 

Therefore  we  welcome  Weltmer,  the  apostle  of  Therapeutic  Sugg^estion, 
or  in  the  origfinal  tongue,  Suggestive  Therapeutics.  Weltmer,  Senior  and 
Junior,  seem  to  be  a  team  of  good  fellows,  and  say  a  lot  of  things  that 
would  be  good  even  if  the  Hindus,  Chinese,  Japanese,  Chaldees,  Pyrenees 
and  Maltese  hadn't  said  it  all  before. 

Some  may  not  agree  with  Weltmer  or  with  us  when  generalizing-,  but 
when  we  get  the  reader  down  to  something  that  is  tangible  and  simple 
then  we  "have  him,"  as  Ezekiel  would  say.  Telepathy  is  Weltmer's 
strong  "holt,"  though  he  sends  vibrations  just  as  simply  as  if  he  was  the 
main  spoke  of  East  Aurora,  N.Y.,  and  the  hub  of  the  universe.  Telepathy 
is  the  art  of  communicating  to  another  human  or,  in  hog's  latin,  to  another 
hog,  your  very  inmost  thoughts,  which,  on  occasion,  you  cannot  do 
verbally. 

I  was  a  sceptic  once,  but  later  came  to  a  knowledge  of  the  truth  as  it  is 
in  Weltmer. 

Out  of  a  scoflling  and  frivolous  habit  of  trifling  with  all  sacred  things, 
from  Jacob's  jollying  of  old  Isaac  to  the  deviltries  of  David  when  giving 
Uriah  the  Hittite  the  ha,  ha,  I  had  learned  to  look  on  all  phenomena  as 
something  lo  believe  if  we  could  only  understand,  and  something  we  would 
have  to  understand  if  we  could  only  believe.  Telepathy  I  fully  believe  in, 
as  the  result  of  experience,  and  can  give  the  result  of  tests  that  would 
satisfy  Sir  Oliver  Lodge,  Crookes,  or  any  of  the  other  students  w^ho  have 
tested  and  seen  that   Spiritualism  is  good. 

My  first  "  test  "  occurred  when  I  was  in  the  bonds  of  ignorance  which  is 
iniquity.  I  was  at  a  meeting  where  Socialism  and  other  isms  were  freely 
discussed,  with  the  usual  result.      Someone  talked  Telepathy  and  I  talked 
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back.  Finally  words  passed  that  no  fair  and  unprejudiced  person  could 
put  up  with,  and  we  parted  with  an  air  of  frigidity.  Next  day  I  said  to  a 
friend  :  "  You  heard  what  I  said  to  that  ass  last  night  ;  wasn't  my  reason- 
ing good  ?"  To  which  he  replied,  *'  Oh,  pretty  fair  ;  but  do  you  know  the 
other  fellow  came  to  me  last  night  and  said,  '  You  might  as  well  talk  to  a 
mule  as  to  Murdock.'  "  That  was  a  clear  case  of  telepathy  ;  we  had  been 
thinking  the  same  thought  at  the  same  time. 

After  this,  telepathy  grew  upon  me  and  I  soon  could  communicate  any 
idea  to  persons  afar  and  of  whose  existence  I  wot  not  till  I  had  sent  my 
subconsciousness  out  to  them  in  a  mental  message.  I  said,  "  any  idea  ;  " 
by  that  I  mean  that  I  had  no  failures,  and  have  no  doubt  that  I  would  have 
succeeded  with  others  had  I  made  the  attempt. 

My  first  triumph  in  thought  transference  came  with  the  first  cold  snap^ 
Coal  was  high  and,  with  me,  exchequer  was  low.  I  purchased  some  and" 
watched  it  diminish.  I  looked  with  alarm  on  the  shrinking  of  th^  puny 
pile,  and  at  last  sent  out  my  message  to  the  Invisible  with  inaudible  anguish  : 
"  Will  the  coal  last  till  Monday  ?  "and  from  thirty-seven  states,  territories: 
and  provinces  within  the  frigid  zone  came  back  the  message  :  "  Will  the 
coal  last?"  Some  said,  "till  Tuesday,"  others,  "Wednesday,"  "Thurs- 
day," "  Friday,"  "  Saturday,"  "  Sunday,"  but  not  one  of  them  ran  into  the- 
second  week  !  Was  not  that  a  triumph  in  Telepathy  ?  One  hundred  per 
cent,  of  the  answers  correct  makes  a  record  that  might  well  make  Weltmer 
wilt  with  envy.  Strange  to  say,  no  answers  cam.e  from  Florida  or  Lower 
California,  and  I  must  conclude  that  weather,  or  etheric  conditions  in  the 
astral  areas,  govern  thought  transference. 

My  second  triumph — or  was  it  Weltmer's  ? — had  a  wider  significance,  as 
it  was  not  limited  by  climatic  or  geographic  conditions.  I  had  been  pro- 
mised a  cheque  from  a  party  who  frequently  dated  these  little  missives  a 
day  ahead.  I  got  it  Thursday,  dated  the  following  Saturday.  When  I 
presented  it  at  the  wicket,  the  ledger  man — bald-headed  and  austere — 
marked  certain  cabalistic  signs  across  the  face  that  read:  "  N.  S.  F.," 
and  I  went  home  with  the  furrows  marked  by  failure  accentuated  on  my 
lofty  brow — brow  is  loftier  now  than  years  agone,  if  you  measure  from  the 
hair  line.  My  wife  said  things,  but  I  replied  with  hope,  born  of  faith  and 
♦^•-ust  : 

"Can't  we  stand  the  grocer  off  for  a  week  ?"  and  within  that  week 
2,857,329  of  my  Telepathic  correspondents  had  cheered  their  home  circle 
with  the  same  message. 

I  have  full  confidence  in  the  future  of  Telepathy,  and  am  always  ready 
to  give  it  a  lift,  but  I  must  bow  to  my  master,  and  leave  the  practical 
application  of  it  to  Weltmer. 
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AGE  OF  THK  EARTH. 

BY    D.     K.     TEXNEY,    MADISOX,     WIS. 

Ever  since  that  ancient  species  of  monkeys,  from  which  tlie  huni.in  race  is 
is  said  to  have  been  evolved,  began  to  discard  their  tails  and  to  devote  the 
eneri^y  formerly  exercised  in  wag-j^inj^  them  to  agitating^  their  brains,  it 
seems  to  have  been  the  almost  unanimous  opinion  of  men  that  the  earth 
had  a  beg^inning-  and  will  have  an  end.  The  lig-ht  of  modern  knowledg-e, 
however,  seems  to  me  to  discredit  and  overthrow  that  ancient  chimera.  It 
may  be  conceded  that  there  is  some  circumstantial  evidence  favorinj^  the 
common  idea,  but  there  is  certainly  no  conclusive  proof.  Althoug-h  the 
earth  has  had  many  rigorous  experiences,  and  will  have  many  more,  there 
is  no  good  reason  to  suppose  that  its  general  substance  and  form  have  not 
always  been,  and  will  not  always  be,  the  same.  The  fact  that  people 
generally,  both  the  scholars  and  the  simple-minded,  adhere  to  the  ancient 
opinion,  is  no  evidence  of  its  truth.  Everybody  used  to  believe  that  the 
earth,  the  sun,  the  moon,  and  the  stars  also,  (which  includes  the  entire 
universe),  were  created,  in  six  days,  a  few  thousand  years  ago.  If  any 
expressed  doubt  of  this,  off  went  his  head  !  Even  to-day,  countless  millions 
of  people  believe  that  old  legend  of  Genesis  to  be  literally  true  and  that  it 
was  inspired  by  the  great  Creator  himself.  Ancient  fixed  opinions,  how- 
ever foolish,  are  difficult  to  eradicate.  Every  scholar  now  knows,  though 
many  fear  to  say  so,  that  the  old  story  of  the  creation,  so  long  held  sacred, 
contains  not  even  an  element  of  truth.  It  is  a  visionary  relic  of  barbarian 
ignorance. 

When  science  began  to  dawn  upon  the  world  a  century  or  two  ago,  and 
began  to  discredit  that  old  "  In  the  Beginning  "  tale,  theological  exponents 
began  to  modify  its  construction  by  increasing  the  length  of  the  days  to  a 
thousand  years  each.  They  were  sure  there  was  truth  lurking  somewhere 
in  the  old  story.  The  scientists  reluctantly  accepted  that  interpretation  for 
a  while.  They  feared  the  theological  giant.  Still,  all  along,  they  actually 
seemed  to  have  thought  that  there  must  have  been  a  beginning  at  some 
time  and  in  some  manner.  They  accordingly  entered  upon  a  search  for  it. 
Finally,  a  hundred  years  ago,  or  more,  the  eminent  French  astronomer. 
La  Place,  devised  and  put  forth  what  is  known  as  the  nebular  hypothesis. 
This  sought  to  explain  the  beginning  of  things  by  assuming  that  the 
earth  and  all  the  other  planets,  asteroids  and  satellites  were  once  component 
parts  of  the  sun  ;  that  the  sun  was  then  a  vast  body  of  intensely  heated 
and  attenuated  gas,  with  a  diameter  of  six  billion  miles  or  more,  having  a 
density*  of  only  one-four  hundred  thousandth  that  of  hydrogen  gas,  the 
lightest  thing  then  known  to  science  ;   that  this  vastly  diffused  and  attenu- 
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ated  gas  was  in  a  globular  form  and  commenced  revolving  and  cooling  off 
on  its  exterior,  casting  off  from  time  to  time  the  various  planets  and  other 
occupants  of  the  solar  system,  until,  at  length,  the  earth  was  dropped  off 
and  several  others  since  our  little  earth  was  thus  born.  All  were,  at  birth, 
in  a  molten  condition,  but  kept  on  whirling  and  cooling  on  their  surfaces 
until  the  earth  became  ready  for  the  support  of  vegetable  and  animal  life. 
This  hypothesis  of  LaPlace,  thus  briefly  stated,  though  generally  accepted 
by  scientists  for  a  longtime,  and  still  taught  in  the  schools,  and  found  "  In 
the  Books,"  although  quite  plausible  to  many,  is  based,  like  that  which 
preceded  it,  upon  the  fertile  imagination  of  its  inventor.  Moses  had  "  all 
the  learning  of  the  Egyptians  "  and  LaPlace  probably  all  that  of  the  French. 
Both  were  equally  in  error  in  their  cosmic  speculations  !  The  nebular  hypo- 
thesis also  involved  the  further  idea  that  the  boundless  universe  was  once 
in  an  atomic  condition,  still  more  heated  aiid  attenuated  than  was  the 
original  sun,  and  that  the  sun  had  been  formerly  cast  into  its  individuality 
from  the  periphery  of  that  universal  gaseo.is  mass  ;  and  that  by  and  by, 
not  only  the  sun  and  all  its  planets,  but  the  entire  universe,  as  well,  are 
destined  to  freeze  up  and  become  incapable  of  sustaining  life.  The  so- 
called  scientific  literature  on  this  subject  is  both  voluminous  and  appalling. 
It  seems  strange  that  such  a  preposterous  proposition  was  ever  long  enter- 
tained by  candid  minds,  and  well  illustrates  that  the  human  race,  in 
general,  is  more  enamored  by  plausible  fiction  than  by  demonstrated  fact. 

The  general  doctrine  of  evolution,  now  so  firmly  established,  relates,  sc 
far  as  we  know,  to  life  and  growth  upon  the  earth,  and  perhaps  upon  the 
other  celestial  orbs  also.  We  have  no  right  to  assume  that  evolution  was 
instrumental  in  producing  the  universe  itself,  or  anyone  of  the  billions  ol 
suns  and  planets  circling  within  it.  Nor  have  we  any  right  to  assume  that 
evolutionary  forces  brought  into  existence  any  of  the  material  embodied  in 
the  universe.  The  universe  exists.  We  know  that.  Why  or  wherefore 
we  know  nothing.  Nor  does  it  help  matters  to  say  that  some  infinite 
power  created  all.  For  in  that  case,  the  old  question  arises,  "  How  was 
that  power  created  ?  "  It  is  useless  to  attempt  a  solution  of  the  riddle  of 
the  universe  !  We  only  know  that  the  earth  is  part  of  it,  always  was  and 
always  will  be  ! 

The  brief  criticisms  of  the  nebular  hypothesis  which  I  have  here  made, 
are  sustained,  in  general,  by  many  of  our  most  eminent  scientists.  Prof. 
Ball,  the  great  Englis|i  astronomer,  though  still  clinging  to  it,  says  : 

"  The  nebular  hypothesis  is  emphatically  a  speculation.  It  cannot  be 
demonstrated  by  observation,  or  established  by  mathematical  calculation. 
Thousands  of  bodies  occupy  our  solar  system  and  together  compose  it,  as 
a  whole.  These  have  orbits  of  every  sort  of  eccentricity  and  direction. 
Thev  circle  around  the  sun,  some  backward  and  others  forward." 
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Prof.  Heysingfer  says  : 

^ '"It  must  not  be  supposed  that  this  great  g-eneralization  of  LaPlace  is 
lestablished,  or  that  the  difficulties  in  its  way  are  not  so  numerous  as  to  be 
insuperable." 

Prof.  T.  C.  Chamberlain,  of  the  Chicago  University,  giving-  abundant 
reasons  for  his  opinion  in  a  recent  publication,  asserted  the  impossibility 
that  the  earth  could  ha-ve  been  formed  from  a  hot  gaseous  ring  ;  that  the 
force  of  gravity  could  not  cause  such  a  ring  to  form  a  sphere,  and  that  the 
ipr^sent  mechanical  arrangement  of  the  solar  system  could  not  be  derived 
from  a  spheroidal  nebula  such  as  LaPlace  assumed.  Conclusive  reasons, 
in  great  number,  could  be  given  here,  did  space  permit,  to  show  that  the 
•earth  did  not  have  its  beginning  from  the  sun. 

Let  us  now  come  a  little  closer  to  our  grand  old  earth  itself!  How  old 
"do  we  know  it  to  be  ?  Geology  is  one  of  the  most  reliable  of  the  sciences. 
It  has  never  found  any  trace  of  a  beginning.  Sir  Archibald  Geikie,  one  of 
the:  most  eminent  of  English  geologists,  says  : 

'*  In  the  data  with  which  we  are  accustomed  to  deal  as  comprising  geo- 
logical evidence,  there  can  be  found  no  trace  of  a  beginning.  The  oldest 
^■ocks  which  have  been  discovered  on  any  part  of  the  globe  have  prob- 
>ably  been  derived  from  rocks  older  than  themselves." 

The  crust  of  the  earth   varies  in   thickness   from   about   twenty  to  fifty 
■miles    in    depth,    depending    upon    well    known   circumstances,    not    here 
'necessary  to  explain.      At    the  base   of  this   crust    is   the    point  where  the 
'material,  extending  to  the   centre  of  the  earth,  becomes  extremely  heated 
or  potentially  molten.      This  point  is  called  the  isogeotherm.      Rocks  which 
once  occupied  that   torrid    locality   and   had    been    metamorphosed    by  the 
•intense  heat,  together  with  the  many  miles  of  sedimentary  rocks  overlying 
•them,  have  been  cast  up  to  the  surface  bj,  seismic  forces,  by  earthquakes, 
or  by  lateral    pressure,  so   that    the   condition   o(   the   entire    mass  can  be 
■easily  explored  upon   and  adjacent  to  numerous  mountain  peaks  and  else- 
where.     To  a  geologist  their  history  is  almost  as  plain  as  a  primer.      Every 
one  of  these   rocks,  whether   metamorphosed  or   not,   contains  conclusive 
•fossil  evidence   of  former  animal   and   vegetable  life.      Everj'  one  of  them 
was  originall}-  deposited  on  the  earth's  surface  where  flourished  the  former 
life,  evidences  of  which  are   found  therein.      How  long   were  those  many 
miles  of  rocks  in   process   of  sedimentary  accumulation   under  the  seas  or 
lalces,  or  the  surface  ?     How  long  a  time  was  required  to  elevate  them  to 
the  mountain  heights  where  they  now  abound  ?  Nobody  knows  !  Geologists 
have  speculated  a  great  deal  on   this  subject  and   have  estimated  the  time 
required  for  such   geological    phenomena  all   the  way  from  200,000,000  to 
680,000,000  years.      Reflect  a  moment  upon  the  vastness  of  such  periods  ! 
And  yet  they  represent  only  one  series  of  such  deposit  and  elevation.      The 
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number  of  similar  subsidences  and  elevations  occurriui,'-  prior  to  those  now" 
visible  has  been  infinite.  The  material  of  the  earth,  below  the  isogeotherm, 
is  constantly  flowing-  to  the  surface  throug-h  volcanoes  and  hot  sprino-s  and 
by  the  action  of  earthquakes,  at  points  of  least  resistance.  To  supply  the 
place  of  that  cast  out,  other  material  settles  down  by  force  of  g-ravitv. 
There  is  a  never  ceasing-  movement  from  the  centre  to  the  surface  and 
from  the  surface  to  the  centre.  There  is  not  the  remotest  evidence  that 
this  interchang-e  has  not  been  g'-oing^  on  forever  or  that  it  will  e\er  cease. 
If  it  has  required  such  a  vast  period  of  time  to  produce  the  rocks  in  the 
present  crust  of  the  earth,  and  if  all  of  them  were  "  derived  from  rocks 
older  than  theniselves,"  where  is  there  even  a  scintilla  of  evidence  that  this 
earth  ever  had  a  beg-inning-?      There  is  positi\-elv  none  I 

If  the  earth  did  not  proceed  from  the  sun  and  have  its  beg-inning-  as  a 
molten  mass,  why  is  it,  even  now,  in  a  potentially  molten  condition  in  the 
interior?  This  is  a  pertinent  question  and  easily  answered.  It  is  an  axiom 
of  science  that  "  niechanical  action,  either  in  the  form  of  compression, 
percussion  or  friction,  developes  heat  in  quantities  equivalent  to  the  force 
converted  into  it.  The  electrical  current  is  another  source  of  heat."  Prof. 
Young-,  an  eminent  astronomer,  tells  us  "that  the  same  total  amount  of 
heat  is  produced  when  a  body  moves  ag-ainst  a  resistance  which  bring-s  it 
to  rest  g-radually  as  if  it  had  fallen  through  the  same  distance  freelv  and 
been  suddenly  slopped."  Under  the  g-uidance  of  these  rules,  how  easv  it 
becomes  to  heat  the  interior  of  the  earth  !  Think  of  the  tremendous  com- 
pression upon  its  centre,  caused  b_\  gTavital  attraction  from  the  surface 
downward  ;  think  of  the  friction  among-  the  rocks  caused  by  that  compres- 
sion and  by  the  disturbances  occurring-  almost  daily  at  various  points  on 
the  g-lobe,  b\-  earthquakes  and  volcanoes  and  upon  the  surface  bv  the  rapid 
revolution  of  the  globe  upon  its  axis  and  in  its  orbit  ;  think  of  the  enormous 
currents  of  electricity  known  to  be  constantly  interchang^ing-  between  the 
earth  and  the  sun,  and  with  all  other  celestial  bodies  of  proper  polarity  ; 
think  of  the  constant  movement  of  the  crust  upon  the  core  and  the  g-radual 
resistance  always  arresting-  that  movement  ;  think  of  the  g-reat  waves  of 
the  seas  always  pounding-  upon  and  resisted  by  the  shores  and  of  the  rising* 
and  falling-  of  the  waters  of  the  g-reat  oceans  at  least  six  feet  or  more  twice 
every  day  ;  think  of  the  pressure  of  the  winds,  cyclones,  rains  and  storms 
always  active  upon  our  g-lobe  !  Is  there  not  "  compression,  percussion, 
friction,  electricity  and  resistance  "  enougfh  in  all  these  colossal  forces  to 
cause  a  continuous  heated  centre  in  our  little  g-lobe?  We  do  not  need  to 
borrow  heat  from  the  sun  for  that  purpose  !  With  the  known  age  of  the 
earth,  even  if  it  did  proceed  from,  the  sun  orig-inally  as  a  molten  mass,  if  it 
had  no  other  supply  of  heat,  it  would  have  escaped  countless  ag-es  ago. 
And  then,  if  the  earth  had  a  beg-inning-,  so  had  all  the  other  starry  tenants 
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of  the  sky.  Astronomers  tell  us  that  there  are  about  10,000,000,000 
•celestial  bodies  within  the  rang-e  of  telescopic  vision,  and,  of  course, 
countless  billions  of  others  beyond.  Some  of  them  are  thousands  of  times 
lari^er  than  the  sun.  The  earth  is  only  8,000  miles  in  diameter.  We  are 
told  by  Flammariijn,  the  great  French  astronomer,  that  the  star  .\rcturus 
is  6,960,000,000  miles  or  more  in  diameter.  How  long  ag-o  was  it  that 
those  10,000,000,000  of  stars  and  planets,  and  that  great  star  Arcturus  had 
a  beg-inningf?  Is  there  any  log-ical  reason  for  supposing-  that  any  of  them 
antedated  the  earth  in  the  sky?  Is  there  any  evidence  of  a  beg-inning- 
anywhere  ? 

Whether  the  earth  is  a  temporary  or  a  permanent  affair  is  perhaps  not 
important  to  those  now  residing'-  upon  it.  But  it  seems  to  be  quite  impor- 
tant that  the  public  instructors  in  our  schools  and  colleg-es,  and  in  multi- 
tudinous publications  in  all  forms,  cease  to  instil  into  the  minds  of  the 
people,  as  demonstrated  truth,  matters  concerning-  which  there  is  no 
possible  evidence. 


THOUGHTS  OF  A  THINKER. 

BV    T.     DUGAN,    ALBANY,     N.V. 


III. 

THE   FORBIDDEN   FRUIT. 

The  Christian  system  is  a  mode  of  g-^vernmant  established  (the  priests  say) 
by  God,  and  carried  on  by  men  chosen  by  him,  for  the  purpose  of  securing- 
the  salvation  of  the  souls  of  those  only  who  believe  in  his  [God's]  existence, 
and  the  existence  of  his  son  Christ,  and  the  Holy  Ghost.  In  other  words, 
a  trinity  of  three  Gods  in  one  God,  and  one  God  in  three  Gods,  or  the  three 
divine  persons  in  one  God.  Also,  in  the  various  other  dog-mas  which  his 
Church  mig-ht  establish  on  the  earth  for  the  g-uidance  of  mankind.  That 
all  outside  of  this  particular  class  of  believers  are  to  be  given  over  to  the 
Devil,  as  beingf  disobedient,  just  as  soon  as  they  die  ;  that  is,  when  they 
breathe  their  last  breath  the}'  become  the  subjects  or  property  of  his 
Satanic  Majesty,  and  remain  with  him  in  hell  for  all  eternity. 

According^  to  the  priests,  this  condition  of  affairs  was  broug-ht  about  by 
the  first  man  and  first  woman  eating  an  apple  in  disobedience  to  the  com- 
mands of  this  God,  in  a  g-arden  named  Eden,  about  6,000  years  ag-o.  The 
apple  tree  upon  which  the  apple  g-rew  was  made  by  God  himself,  and 
placed  in  the  centre  of  the  g^arden,  in  plain  viev;  of  both  Adam  and  Eve. 
It  was  within  their  reach,  and  stared  them  in  the  face  continuously.  Here 
we  behold  the  first   temptation    set,  not   by   man,  but  by  God   himself,  the 
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victim  being"  a  mere  nobody,  who  only  came  into  existence  from  a  handful 
of  dust,  moulded  by  the  very  person  who  is  represented  as  having  created 
all  that  exists  out  of  nothing-. 

It  would  have  been  more  humane  to  have  left  Adam  as  he  orig^inalh-  was 
— a  mere  handful  of  dust — than  to  put  such  a  temptation  before  him, 

Adam's  sin,  we  are  told,  involved  also  all  his  successors  in  everv  g-ene- 
ration  ;  and,  according-  to  the  story,  eventually  compelled  God  himself  to- 
contrive  some  plan  by  which  he  could  show  some  mercy  to  those  who  came 
into  the  world  after  4,000  years  had  passed  away. 

While  Adam  and  Bve  were  eating  the  apple,  God  appears  to  have  beeir 
up  in  heaven,  but  he  came  down,  and  took  a  walk  in  the  g-arden,  missed' 
Adam,  and  cried  out  :  "  Adam,  where  art  thou  ?  "  How  do  you  like  such 
a  specimen  of  "infinity,"  "omnipresence,"  "omniscience,"  "omni- 
potence?" This  is  the  conception — the  idea  given  us  by  the  Christian 
church.      How  do  you  like  it?     Can  it  be  denied  ? 

The  Protestant  idea  is  identically  the  sa  "tie,  but  to  secure  salvation  is 
more  simple.  All  you  have  to  do  is  to  "  believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
and  you  shall  be  saved."  Protestants  also  require  their  adherents  to  read, 
the  Bible  ;  w^hile  the  original  Christians — the  Catholics — do  not  permit  it. 
I  believe  it  is  right  to  read  it,  for  otherwise  we  would  not  know  what  it 
contains.  Therefore,  read  it  as  y-ou  would  any  other  book,  and  form  your 
opinions  about  it.  Submit  what  it  states  to  your  reasoning-  faculties,  and. 
draw  your  own  conclusions.  You  must  not  take  the  opinions  of  those 
interested  in  its  promulgation — of  those  who  are  enjoying  a  nice  living  out 
of  it,  for  they  will  garble  it  to  suit  their  own  purposes.  If  you  are  conver-. 
sant  with  the  English  language,  you  are  as  competent  to  interpret  the  Bible 
as  are  any  of  those  trained  gentlemen,  even  if  you  do  not  possess  a  diploma 
from  one  of  the  factories  where  they  turn  out  so  many  of  those  slippery 
specimens  of  humanity  termed  "  Divines,"  to  interpret  that  barbarous  book 
for  you.  This  book  is  their  only  capital,  and  it  is  natural  for  them  to.- 
bolster  up  that  which  enables  them  to  make  such  an  easy  living  without  the 
soiling  of  a  finger-tip. 

We  know  that  self-interest  is  a  powerful  factor  in  influencing  the  actions 
of  men  ;  consequently,  for  your  own  interest  accept  no  story  which  would 
be  apt  to  influence  you,  one  way  or  the  other,  until  you  have  thoroughly  in^ 
vestigated  it  ;  and  if  you  find  that  it  is  true,  and  that  it  would  be  for  vour 
interest  to  accept  it,  there  will  be  no  doubt,  but  you  will  do  so  without  any 
hesitation. 

The  Catholic  church,  knowing  what  the  Bible  is,  tells  you  it  is  not 
necessary  for  you  to  read  it,  or  even  to  have  one  in  your  house.  It  tells 
you  that,  even  if  the  Bible  did  not  exist,  the  "  Church  "  did,  and  that  is  all 
that  is  required.      It   was  otherwise  in   other  times,  when  the  church  had 
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full  control  over  the  liLiman  mind,  and  none  but  priests  could  read.  In 
those  days  the  Church  stood  up  for  the  Bible,  for  it  held  possession  of  it. 
So  now,  when  thinj^-s  have  chanjj;-ed,  it  has  chang-ed  its  tune.  Its  motto 
■now  is  :   the  fewer  Bibles  there  are,  the  better  it  will  be. 

If  the  Church  had  only  known  as  much,  when  it  held  that  Council  in 
Nicea  over  which  Constantine  held  sway  in  the  year  325  of  the  so-called 
■Christian  era,  as  it  does  now,  we  would  have  a  far  different  Bible  from  that 
Avhich  they  put  forth  at  that  time.  You  would  find  no  Mosaic  account  of 
Creation  in  it,  no  such  stories  as  are  contained  in  those  so-called  Gospels 
of  Matthew,  Mark,  Luke  and  John.  But  now  it  is  too  late  ;  they  cannot 
■alter  it,  nor  revise  it — in  fact,  they  dare  not  meddle  with  it.  Consequently, 
their  only  course  is  to  fig'ht  for  it  as  it  is,  because  tbey  must  depend  upon 
it  and  the  iufnorant  multitude   to  secure  the  privileg'es  they  enjoy. 

The  Reformers,  on  the  other  hand,  basing^  their  ideas  upon  private 
judgment,  recog"nized  the  Bible  as  the  fountain  from  which  they  drew  their 
inspiration,  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  its  adherents  the  necessity  of 
learning-  to  read,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  read  it  and  study  it,  and  in  order 
to  accomplish  this  task,  they  established  schools  to  which  the  children  of 
all  Protestants  flocked  to  learn  to  read.  So  you  can  perceive  that  if  there 
had  been  no  Reformers,  there  would  have  been  no  schools  upon  the  face 
of  this  planet,  and  we  would  be  still  in  the  midst  of  a  Dark  Ag^e. 

It  was  when  schools  became  universal  among'  Protestants,  and  particu- 
larly since  the  Public  Schoc^ls  became  established,  that  the  Catholic  church 
beg-an  to  establish  schools  for  itself,  in  order  to  counteract  or  restrict  the 
public  schools  to  those  outside  of  its  own  influence.  And  so  it  stands  to 
the  present  time  in  this  country. 

I  will  now  return  to  the  Garden  of  Eden  story.  The  story  gfoes,  that 
Adam  "  came  forth"  when  he  was  called,  and  admitted  his  offence,  but 
placed  the  blame  upon  the  woman  ;  and  when  the  woman  was  charg'ed, 
she  blamed  the  serpent.  But  no  excuse  would  answer — they  were  both 
condemned.  However,  before  God  returned  to  heaven,  he  concluded  to 
kill  two  of  the  creatures  he  had  created  but  a  few  days  before,  and  to  skin 
them,  in  order  to  cover  the  nakedness  of  Adam  and  Eve  ;  and  in  so  doing- 
he  became  the  first  butcher  and  tailor.  What  he  did  with  the  carcasses 
we  are  not  told.  Neither  are  we  told  how  all  the  carnivorous  animals  ob- 
tained their  food,  for  they  could  not  eat  any  other  animal,  because  if  they 
did,  there  would  be  no  such  animal  to  be  saved  in  Noah's  ark  when  the 
flood  came,  for  there  was  but  a  pair  of  each  produced   in  the  first  place. 

So  you  can  plainly  see  that  there  must  be  a  "  screw  loose  "  somewhere 
about  that  Mosaic  story,  unless  you  assume,  as  some  do,  that  anything-  is 
possible  with  God.  If  this  were  a  fact,  then  Natural  Law  does  not  exist. 
However,  those  animals  must  have  lived  (according-  to  the  story)  up  to  the 
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time  of  the  Flood,  for  Noah  took  two  of  each  kind  into  his  Ark  ;  thoug-h 
where  Noah  s^ot  the  meat  to  feed  them  while  in  such  a  stifling-  place,  with 
only  one  little  window  in  it,  or  how  he  could  attend  to  the  cleanihg-  of  such 
a  place  for  such  a  long-  time,  is  one  of  those  things  which  can  onlv  be  ex- 
plained by  the  same  meaningfbss  formula — nothing- is  impossible  with  God. 

[To  be  coj dinned.) 


ATOMIC  EVOLUTION. 

BV    C.     H.     SALFEBV,     M.  D.     (edI\.  )    IX     "  EVOLUTIOX    THE    M.\STER    KEY." 

Our  survey  of  Evolution  as  witnessed  in  the  inanimate  world,  and  operating- 
for  infinite  periods  before  and  infinite  periods  after  the  development  of  life 
in  any  particular  part  of  the  Cosmos,  such  as  our  earth,  must  now  be 
turned  from  the  realm  of  the  telescope  to  one  so  minute  that  the  microscope 
is  not  only  impotent  to  reveal  its  secrets,  but  can  never  be  able  to  do  so, 
whatever  iniprovenients  be  effected  in  its  mechanism  ;  for  the  nature  of 
lig-ht  precludes  the  possibility  that  we  shall   ever  be  able  to  see  an  atom. 

The  discovery  of  evolution  among-  atoms  is  almost  a  revolutionarv  one, 
defiant  of  the  most  cherished  and  admired  dog-mas  of  the  chemist. 

Evolution  as  a  universal  doctrine  must,  of  course,  be  rejected  if  we  are 
to  accept  the  conventioi'al  teaching-  of  the  chemist  that  matter  consists  of 
some  seventy-five  or  eighty  varieties  of  unalterable  elementarv  atoms.  If 
these  have  existed  as  such  from  all  eternity  or  since  a  supposed  creation, 
"  unbroken  and  unworn,"  as  Clerk  Maxwell  said,  then  evolution  is  a  myth 
or  a  half-truth.  .Spencer,  of  course,  could  not  accept  this  view,  and  re- 
jected it  in  "  First  Principles,"  but,  unfortunately,  he  has  g'-iven  us  no  pro- 
phetic discussion  of  this  matter.  The  reader  is  aware  that  radium  and 
radio-activity  have  demonstrated  the  action  of  evolution  in  this  sphere  also, 
"  atomic  evolution  "  having- become,  v.ithin  the  past  year  or  two,  a  familiar 
phrase. 

But  for  the  first  assertion  of  this  now  demonstrated  truth  we  must  g-o 
back  a  g-reat  deal  further  than  Herbert  Spencer — back  almost  to  the  incep- 
tion of  the  atomic  theory.  It  was  Empedocles,  the  most  brilliant  pupil  of 
Democritus  the  first  atomist.  who  first  asserted  a  belief  in  atomic  evolution 
and  who  correctly  described  its  chief  mode  of  action.  Much  nonsense  is 
talked  about  the  extraordinary  coincidence  that  Darwin  and  Wallace 
should  each  have  expressed,  almost  simultaneously — thoug-h  Darwin  was 
really  first — the  idea  which  Spencer  called  the  "  survival  of  the  fittest. " 
But  not  only  had  Spencer  already  enunciated  the  sam.e  truth  of  societies, 
and  Hay  and  Wells  of  organisms,  the  latter  as  far  back  as  1813,  but  Em- 
pedocles had    actually    asserted   it  of   atoms   themselves    more    than   two 
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thousand  years  before.  Those  atomic  forms  would  survive,  he  declared, 
that  were  most  accurately  fitted  for  the  conditions,  or  "  adapted  to  the 
environment,"  as  Spencer  would  say.  Now,  if  we  turn  from  the  almost- 
fors^'-otten  Greek  to  the  latest  work  of  xMr.  Frederic  Soddy,  who  collaborated 
with  Sir  William  Ramsay  in  discovering-  the  evolution  of  helium  from 
radium,  we  find  the  survi\al  of  the  fittest  definitely  stated  as  the  primary 
law  of  atomic  evolution — which  would  have  interested  Empedocles  and 
Spencer,  too.  In  the  lig"ht  of  these  facts  one  reads  with  amusement  that 
"  the  synthetic  philosophy  has  seen  its  best  days."  With  amusement  rather 
than  disgust,  for  perchance  the  survival  of  the  fittest  applies  not  onl}-  to 
atoms  and  organisms  and  stars,  but  to  philosophies  as  well — which  is 
another  way  of  saying"  that  vuujua  eat  Veritas,  et  pircvahihit. 

But  let  us  now  look  more  closely  at  the  positive  evidence  for  atomic 
evolution. 

I  must  not  waste  space  in  here  describing-  the  spinthariscope,  the 
clever  little  instrument  invented  by  Sir  William  Crookes  in  order  to  de- 
nionstrate  the  activity  of  radium.  Go  into  a  dark  room  with  the  spin- 
thariscope and  hold  it  as  close  as  possible  to  one  eve.  At  once  you  see  a 
shower  of  points  of  light  that  never  ceases,  niglit  or  day,  year  in,  year  out. 
Vou  are  witnessing^  atomic  evolution. 

Now  thesig-ht  which  the  spinthariscope  affords  is  really  the  vindication 
of  the  much-abused  alchemists  who  sought  to  turn  the  baser  metals  into 
g-old.  They  were  evolutionists,  had  they  known  it.  Later  g-enerations 
laug-hed  at  them,  and  said  :  "  Oh,  no  ;  you  cannot  transmute  one  element 
into  another,  for  each  has  its  own  kind  of  atom  ;  and  the  atoms  are  the 
unalterable  foundation-stones  of  the  universe.  They  cannot  be  changea 
into  one  another,  and  so  you  cannot  chang-e  lead  into  g'old.  Your  philo- 
sopher's stone  is  a  myth."  But  this  supposed  impossible  thing  is  precisely 
what  is  happening  in  the  spinthariscope.      Let  us  consider  the  facts. 

Radium  is  certainly  an  "element" — as  much  so  as  is  gold  or  lead  or 
any  other.  Now  the  atoms  of  an  element  have  a  characteristic  weight  of 
their  own.  If  we  represent  the  weight  of  a  hydrogen  atom — the  lightest 
of  all — by  the  figure  i,  then  the  radium  atoni,  according  to  Madame  Curie, 
is  225.  It  is  very  heavy  indeed.  Only  two  hea\ier  substances  are  known, 
thoriun-i  (232)  and  uranium  (240)  ;  and  these  two  share  the  remarkable 
properties  of  radium.  Now  if  you  confine  some  of  this  "element  "  in  a 
glass  tube,  tliere  will  appear  therein,  after  a  short  time,  a  minute  cjuantity 
of  a  gas  which  was  not  there  before.  It  is  not  gaseous  radium,  for  when 
it  is  examined  with  the  spectroscope  it  shows  a  spectrum  other  than  that 
of  radiuni  ;  in  fact,  its  spectrum  is  quite  different  from  that  of  any  cither 
substance.  But  it  was  discovered  by  Sir  WiHiam  Ramsay  that  if  the 
spectrum  of  this  mysterious  gas — often  known  as  the  radium  "  emanation  " 
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— be  examined  ag"ain  after  an  interval  of  about  four  weeks,  it  has  clian<^ed 
into  a  familiar  spectrum  easily  recotjnizable  as  that  of  the  yaseous 
"element  "  known  as  helium.  So  here  is  the  astonishini^  fact  :  that  the 
"element"  radium  is  decomposed  and  produces  another  "element," 
helium.  Now  the  atomic  weif^ht  of  helium  is  about  2.2,  just  about  one- 
one-hundredth  part  of  that  of  radium,  so  that  each  atom,  i^vinj^-  the  lie  to. 
its  name,  breaks  up  into  about  a  hundred  particles,  and  when  these  have 
had  a  few  weeks  in  which  to  settle  down,  they  are  recognizable  as  atoms 
of  helium.  Now  it  is  these  particles,  flung-  out  at  a  speed  nearly  compar- 
able to  the  speed  c>f  lig^ht,  from  the  specks  of  radium  in  the  spinthariscope, 
that  strike  the  little  screen  of  zinc-sulphide  paper,  and  thereby  produce  the 
never-ceasing"  shower  of  sparks  that  are  seen  in  the  instrument. 

It  is  of  no  small  interest  that,  after  the  completion  of  the  synthetic 
philosophy,  but  just  before  the  death  of  iLs  author,  there  should  have  been; 
discovered  in  radium  a  substance  which  proves  that  the  formula  of  evolution 
is  as  applicable  to  atoms  as  it  is  to  societies  or  solar  systems.  As  I  have 
previously  taken  occasion  to  point  out,  the  definition  of  evolution,  framed 
more  than  forty  years  before  the  facts  of  radium  were  known,  fits  those 
facts  as  well  as  if  it  had  been  framed  to  describe  them.  This  applicability 
to  all  circumstances,  new  and  old,  is  the  hall-mark  of  a  universal  truth  and 
of  that  alone.  The  most  important  revelation  of  radium  the  revealer  is 
this  of  atomic  evolution.  Not  even  an  atom  is  immune  from  the  universal 
law  of  unceasing  chaiig^e  ;  and  the  reason  why  everyone  should  possess  a- 
spinthariscope  is  that  this  simple  little  instrument  demonstrates  evolution 
in  process  even  in  the  atom,  which  the  disting-uished  physicist  of  a  g'enera- 
tion  ago  felt  himself  justified  in  describing-  as  bearing-  upon  it  the  stamp  of 
the  "manufactured  article."     Not  manufactured,  but  evolved. 

We  must  reject,  then,  the  idea  of  elements.  "  What  is  an  element?" 
Sir  William  Ramsay  has  lately  been  asking  ;  and,  indeed,  it  is  not  now 
possible  to  frame  any  definition  worth  having.  We  must  not  imagine  that 
radio-activity  or  atomic  evolution  is  confined  to  radium  and  its  allies.  It 
is  probably  an  attribute  of  all  atoms,  though  their  rate  of  change  varies 
within  incalculable  limits.  If,  indeed,  we  were  compelled  to  offer  some 
definition  of  an  element — say,  radium — as  compared  with  a  com- 
pound— say,  chloride  of  radium — we  might  say  that  a  compound  is  a  sub- 
stance which  the  chemist  can  decompose,  whereas  an  element  is  a  sub- 
stance the  decomposition  of  which  he  cannot  eiTect,  but  can  observe.  But 
it  would  be  dangerous  to  say  that  man  cannot  hope  ever  to  control  atomic, 
evolution.  He  may  learn  to  do  so,  and  to  transmute  one  "  element  "  into 
another  to  suit  his  own  convenience  ;  much  as  he  can  breed  varieties  of 
dog  or  pigeon.  The  practical  aspects  of  the  matter  are,  however,  relatively 
unimportant  ;   its   cardinal   significance  is  that   atomic  evolution  has  taken 
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by  assault  what,  mij^ht  reasonably  have  been  supposed  to  be  the  most  re- 
doubtable stroni^hold  of  the  creationists.  Wiiether  nn\  other  remains  to 
Ihem  to-day  I  venture  to  doubt. 

We  may  be  assured,  then,  that  the  first  lustrum  ot  the  twentieth  century 
finds  the  doctrine  of  evolution  firmlv  established  as  applicable  to  the  inor- 
i;"anic  world — alike  whether  we  contemplate  the  Pleiades  or  the  inconceiv- 
ably minute  atoms  of  what  every  one  but  the  convinced  evolutionist  was 
willing-,  until  the  other  da}-,  to  call  "  elen-ients. "  The  task  which  Speiicer 
was  compelled  to  pass  over  has  been  thoroughl\  well  done  for  him  by 
scientific  discoxeries  which  w-ere  undreamed  of  when  he  enounced  the  truth 
of  inorg-anic  evolution. 

On  March  q,  1905,  the  first  Herbert  Spencer  lecture*  was  delivered 
before  the  University  of  Oxford  by  the  distinguished  Comtist,  Mr.  Frederic 
Harrison.      In  the  course  of  that  lecture  Mr.   Harrison  said  : 

"It  was  a  disaster  that  Spencer  was  unable  to  complete  his  scheme  for 
'he  inorg-aiiic  sciences  His  system  leaped  from  first  principles  and  laws 
of  evc>lution  to  biology,  psycholog}',  and  sociologx .  He  did  not  exp'ain 
how  evolution  could  be  applied  to  astronomy,  physics,  and  chen-iistry.  To 
have  treated  of  these  sciences  systematically  would  have  con-ipelled  him,  it 
is  probable,  to  supplement  his  tlieory  of  evolution  h\  other  laws." 

Xow  we  have  already  seen  that  Spencer  (ltd  indicate  the  application  oi' 
the  theory  of  evolution  to  the  inorg-anic  sciences.  That  he  did  not  do  so 
at  length  was  due  to  the  fact  that  his  object  in  v-.riting  the  synthetic  philo- 
sophy was  to  reach  the  principles  upon  which  mor;iIity  is  grounded.  With 
a  task  estimated  at  twenty  years — really  to  occupy  nearh-  double  that  time 
— before  him,  he  could  not  spare  the  time  to  deal  with  the  relatively  unim- 
portant aspects  of  evolution. 

But,  curiously  enoug-h,  Mr.  Harrison's  objection  was  more  than  met  the 
following-  evening-  in  a  remarkable  lecture  on  '*  The  Structure  of  the  Atom," 
deiixered  by  Professor  J.  ).  Thomson,  of  Cambridge,  before  the  most  dis- 
ting-uished  audience  I  have  ever  seen  at  the  Roxal  Institution.  In  that 
brilliant  and  memorable  lecture  Professor  Thomson,  who  is  the  chief  author 
of  a  new  theory  of  matter,  and  whose  views  were  so  amusingly  misunder- 
stood in  Mr.  Balfour's  Presidential  Address  to  the  British  Association  at 
its    Cambridg-e    meeting-    in    1904,  g-ave  us   a   most    satisfying-  account  of 


■*\Vhen  tin;  company  was  al)out  to  disperse  from  the  hall  of  the  crematorium  on  the 
occasion  of  Spencer's  funeral,  a  Parsee  student,  himself  an  Oxonian,  arrested  us  for 
a  moment  in  order  to  announce  that  he  proposed  to  offer  a  thousand  pounds  to  this 
university  for  the  founding  of  a  Spencer  lectureship.  If  the  offer  was  refused,  the 
University  of  London  was  to  he  approached.  Oxford,  however,  doubtless  under  the 
pressure  of  universal  opinion,  has  decided  to  celebrate  in  perpetuity  the  name  of  him 
whom  it  flouted  durini:  his  lifetime. 
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atomic  evolution,  so  final  and  complete  that  I  must  outline  it  in  concluding- 
the  present  cliapter. 

The  actual  unit  of  matter,  as  we  ha\e  already  seen,  is  not  the  so-called 
atom  but  the  electron,  which  is  really  a  literal  atom  of  negative  electricity. 
Now  "  like  electricities  "  tend  to  repel  one  another,  and  we  must  therefore 
suppose,  with  Lord  Kelvin,  that  the  atom  is  held  tc^gether  by  a  core  of 
positive  electricitv,  which  is  now  known  as  an  ioti.  The  problem  of  atomic 
architecture  is  so  to  reconcile  the  common  attraction  of  the  ion  for  all  the 
electrons,  with  the  mutual  repulsion  of  the  electrons  themselves,  as  to 
produce  a  stable  structure.  By  the  aid  of  mathematical  theory,  checked 
bv  actual  experiment  with  magnetized  needles — to  represent  electrons 
— floating  freelv  in  water,  under  the  Influence  of  a  centrally  placed  electro- 
mag'net.  Professor  Thomson  has  been  able  to  unravel  the  architecture  of 
the  atom.  The  atoms  of  the  different  "  elements  "  vary  only  in  the  number 
and  arrangements  of  their  electrons,  every  electron,  wherever  observed, 
being  absolutely  identical  with  every  other.  The  electrons  are  found  to  be 
arranged  in  concentric  rings  wi:hinthe  atom,  and  the  presence  of  a  certain, 
number  of  them  in  each  ring  is  necessary  for  holding  any  given  number  in 
place  outside  them.  The  stability  of  the  atom,  therefore,  depends  on  the 
number  and  arrangement  of  the  electrons.  No  contemporary  physicist 
believes  that  such  a  thing  as  an  absolutely  stable  atom  exists,  though 
some  mav  undergo  no  apparent  change  in  millions  of  years.  Thomson's 
theory  clearly  explains  hc>w  atoms  of  one  element  by  losing  their  outer  ring" 
or  rings  of  electrons,  may  be  transformed  into  those  of  another,  and  it  also 
demonstrates  the  operation,  among  atomic  species,  of  the  law  of  natural 
selection  at  which  Empedocles  guessed  so  many  centuries  ago.  The  atoms 
with  w^hich  we  are  now  acquainted — some  eighty  or  so  in  number — are 
those  that  have  survi\ed  of  many  more  which  have  attempted  to  g^ain  a 
place  for  themselves  during  countless  past  aions.  Professor  Thomson's 
theory  is  consistent  not  only  with  itself,  but  also  with  the  facts.  L  illu- 
mines the  known  electrical  characters  of  the  elements,  it  furnishes  a 
rational  explanation  of  the  facts  of  chemical  combinations,  and  it  accord.s 
■with,  and  places  on  a  rational  basis,  the  famous  periodic  law  of  MendelefF, 
the  great  chemist  of  St.  Petersburg.  It  brings  with  it,  therefore,  abundant 
evidence  of  its  truth,  evidence  which  is  accumulating  every  day,  and  it  may 
be  confidently  asserted  to  demonstrate  the  truth  of  the  doctrine  of  evolution 
in  reyfard  to  the  elementary  constituents  of  the  material  universe. 


A  noted  Scotch  Presbyterian  minister  got  wet  going  to  church  in  the 
rain.  He  bewailed  his  damp  condition  to  a  friend,  but  the  friend  replied, 
"  Never  mind  the  wet,  Doctor,  you  will  be  dry  enough  when  you  get  into 
the  pulpit." 
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.MONTRE.\L  PIONEER  FREETHOUGHT  CLUB— ANNUAL 

MEETING. 

The  annual  meetinj.^  of  the  Montreal  Pioneer  Freethoug-ht  Club  was 
held  on  Sunday  afternoon,  Dec.  13th,  in  Lig-g-ett's  Hall,  642  West  St. 
Catherine  Street,  the   president,  Mr.  Alexander  Chisholm,  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  B.  Marcuse,  secretary,  read  the  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting, 
which  were  adopted,  and  the  officers  for  the  past  year  re-elected. 

After  transaction  of  the  regular  business  of  the  club  Mr.  B.  McWayne 
was  called  upon  to  deliver  a  lecture  that  had  been  announced  through  the 
press,  entitled  :    "What  is  Freedom  of  Thought?  " 

Many  of  those  present  were  noted  as  having  been  regular  attendants  at 
the  club  lectures  when  the  late  Captain  R.  C.  Adams  was  so  powerful  an 
.attraction. 

Mr.  McWayne  endeavored  to  show  that  the  differences  in  man's  estate 
had  arisen  in  the  early  stages  of  his  history,  various  mental  differences 
enabling  some  men  to  take  advantage  of  their  fellows,  thereby  securing 
economic  power.  Then  they  had  adopted  religious  beliefs  to  secure  them 
in  their  economic  supremacy.  Mr.  McWayne  said  that  freedom  of  thought 
should  be  applied  as  much  to  economic  conditions  as  to  anything  else. 

In  the  discussion  that  followed  an  effort  seemed  to  be  made  to  discuss 
the  possibility  and  scope  of  work  for  the  club  in  the  future,  as  well  as  to 
discuss  the  subject  matter  of  the  lecturer's  address. 

Mr.  B.  Marcuse  maintained  that  the  work  of  the  club  had  done  much  to 
make  possible  such  freedom  ot  speech  as  they  had  to-day. 

Mr.  Chisholm  commented  on  the  rottenness  of  municipal  management, 
and  thought  the  city  would  be  better  under  the  control  of  even  the  Light, 
Heat  and  Power  Company  ;  in  fact,  nothing  could  be  worse  than  the 
present  municipal  mismanagement. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Leach,  an  old  member  of  the  Pioneer  Freethought  Club, 
followed.  He  did  not  have  much  hope  for  the  club.  Members  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  clergymen,  and  others,  were  Freethinkers  to-day,  but  they 
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were  too  respectable  and  wise  to  belong  to  a  Freethoui^ht  Club.  They 
kept  their  opinions  to  themselves. 

Mr.  Norman  Murray  said  the  morality  of  the  Biblical  patriarchs  was  not 
fit  to  be  held  up  to-day.  He  opposed  the  Bible,  and  much  preferred  the 
morality  and  teachings  of  Aristotle  and  the  Pagan  teachers. 

Mr.  Thos.  J.  Griffiths  said  he  thanked  the  lecturer  for  his  address 
because  it  gave  them  an  opportunity  to  discuss  the  possible  future  of  the 
club.  The  original  work  of  the  Club  to  secure  freedom  of  thought  and 
expression  had,  he  thought,  been  accomplished.  There  were  many  groups 
in  Montreal  with  dogmas  and  panaceas  for  human  ills  ;  could  they  be 
brought  together  for  free  expression  in  the  Freethought  Club  ?  The  out- 
look to  him  did  not  look  bright. 

Mr.  Geo.  E.  Figg,  Mr.  G.  Kerrigan,  Mr.  Ebenezer  Bain  and  Mr.  Adam 
Anderson  continued  the  discussion. 

Mr.  Anderson  asked  the  chairman  along  what  lines  the  club  would  run 
should  they  continue  its  work? 

Mr.  Marcuse  read  a  part  of  the  constitution,  which  showed  that  almost 
any  subject  tending  to  human  advancement  might  be  dealt  with. 

Before  bringing  the  meeting  to  a  close  the  president  announced  that  it 
was  probable  another  meeting  would  be  held  shortly.  However,  as  ex- 
penses would  have  to  be  met,  it  was  considered  advisable  to  hold  a. 
Directors'  meeting  before  announcing  further  public  meetings. 


A   FARTHING  RUSHLIGHT  FOR   MONTREAL. 

The  proceedings  of  the  synod  which  met  to  elect  a  new  bishop  for  the 
diocese  of  Montreal  resulted  in  the  placing  on  the  episcopal  throne  of  Mr. 
Farthing,  late  rector  of  Woodstock,  Ont.,  with  whom  the  editor  of  this 
journal  had  some  discussion  in  the  public  press  a  few  years  ago.  This 
discussion  ended,  as  so  many  others  have  ended,  when  the  Toronto  World, 
which  had  published  Mr.  Farthing's  attack,  refused  to  insert  the  editor's 
reply.  Mr.  Farthing's  most  notable  contribution  to  the  discussion  was  his. 
assertion  that  Secularism  only  regarded  the  body  of  a  dead  man  as  a  load 
of  manure,  and  that  were  he  not  restrained  by  his  belief  in  God,  his  hope 
of  heaven  and  his  fear  of  hell,  he  (Mr.  Farthing)  would  be  one  of  the  vilest 
scoundrels  and  criminals  in  Canada.  We  concluded  that  Mr.  Farthing's 
opinion  of  himself  was  fully  justified. 

The  Montreal  election  seems  to  have  been  a  repetition  of  the  Toronto 
election  when  Mr.  Sweatman  was  made  bishop.  It  being  found  impossible 
to  elect  a  clever  man  belonging  to  either  of  the  two  leading  parties,  a  weak 
compromise  had  to  be  accepted. 

Mr.  Farthing's    first    utterance    on  "  temperance  "  at   a   meeting  of  the 
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Moral  and  Social  Reform  Council  of  Canada,  was  a  typical  one.  He  said 
he  was  a  total  abstainer,  but  he  opposed  local  option  in  cities,  and  also 
l-'ederal  action  which  would  prexent  the  consumption  of  liquor  in  the  home, 
it  is,  howe\er,  satisfactory  to  know  that  his  speech  excited  .Mr.  Shearer, 
the  well-known  Lord's  Day  Alliance  bii^ot,  to  \iolent  opposition,  and  led 
to  the  sheh  ini,'-  of  the  motion  proposed  by  the  latter  to  obtain  legislation 
to  prevent  international  or  inter-pro\  incial  trade  in  intoxicants  with  local 
option  districts. 

THE  TORONTO  MUNICIPAL  ELECTIONS 
Are  now  in  full  swing-,  and  we  hope  to  see  a  bii^  turn-over  in  both  the  City 
Council  and  the  Bc>ard  of  Education.  The  exposures  oi'  malfeas;uice  and 
fraud  that  have  marked  the  past  \ear  prove  conclusi\ely  that  the  men  to 
whom  the  city's  affairs  ha\e  been  entrusted  during-  recent  years  have  not 
exercised  any  intellig'ent  super\i.sion  o\er  the  officials  manag-ing  those 
affairs,  and  an  occasional  robbery  has  only  served  to  illustrate  the  fact 
that  the  very  loosest  system  has  prevailed  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
city's  financial  departments.  The  Board  of  Education  meeting-s  have  been 
niore  like  a  Grafters'  Bear  Garden  than  meetings  o(  honest  and  intelligent 
educationists.  Our  advice  to  the  electors  is  to  \  ote  for  a  set  of  men  who 
have  had  nothing  to  do  with  city  affairs  for  the  last  ten  _\-ears.  Send  all 
the  old  hands  home,  and  trust  to  luck  that  out  of  the  new  men  some  few 
niay  be  intelligent  and  energetic — and  honest.  Thev  cannot  be  worse  than 
their  predecessors. 

Little  Bobby  believes  in  mixing-  common  sense  with  missionary  work. 
At  the  missionary  meeting-,  the  speaker  'old  of  a  ship  which  had  just  left 
tor  Africa  with  only  seven  niissionaries  on  board  and  7,000  gallons  of  rum 
in  the  hold,  both  being-  sent  by  a  Christian  nation  to  the  heathen.  He 
called  on  the  cong;reg-ation  to  give  liberally  to  help  this  state  of  affairs. 
After  the  meeting-,  Bobby's  mother  was  surprised  to  find  he  still  held  his 
quarter. 

"Why,  Bobby,"  she  said,  "  why  didn't  you  gi\e  that  nioney  to  the 
heathen  as  we  told  you  ?  " 

"Well,  don't  you  think,  maw,  we'd  better  wait  until  they  use  that  ruiii  up 
before  we  seiid  them  anv  more?  " 


A  certaiii  bishop  was  addressing-  a  Sunday  school  in  the  western 
districts.  "  And  now,  children,"  he  said,  "  let  me  tell  you  a  very  sad  fact. 
In  Africa  there  are  10,000,000  square  niiles  Vvithout  a  single  Sunday 
school  for  the  little  children  to  o-o  to  on  Sunday.  Now  what  should  we 
save  our  pennies  for?  Remember,  in  all  this  country  in  Africa  there  are  no 
Sunday  schools.  What  shall  we  do,  children  ?  Speak  up  !  "  And  with 
one  voice  the  class  made  answer,  "  Go  to  Africa." 
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(V)  (Vi  (V^  (Vi  (V: 


(vi(Vi(vyCvi(vy(V)(vi(vi(V: 


C 


orrespondence. 


PROF.    HYSLC^P  ON   LIFE  AFTER   DEATH. 

Editor  Secuiar  Thought. 

Sir, — As  one  who  neither  has  patience  with   the  old  Theoloj^y,  nor  with 
the  ultra-materiaHsm   which    you   represent,  I   venture  to  send  you  the  en-- 
closed  extract   in    the    hope  that    you  will  g"ive  it  space  in  your  pages,  with 
such  comment    as   you    may   see  fit   to  make  thereupon.      The  author  was . 
formerly  professor  of  ethics  and  loj^^ic  at  Columbia  University,  a  writer  and 
investigator  of  no    mean    order,  and   his   views   as  here  expressed  may  be- 
worthy  of  your  attention,  and   I   believe   would  add  to  the  interest  of  your 
publication,  which    1    have   been   perusing  for  the   past  year  with  varying-; 
sentiments  of  approval  and  dissent.  Yours  sincerely, 

Toronto,  Dec.   i,   igoS.  E.    Beale. 


[The  condudiny  2>ar(i(jraj>h  of  "  77i/^  Borderland  of  Psychical  Research") 
We  are  passing  through  the  reactionary  period  against  the  exclusive' 
otherworldliness  of  the  past  centuries,  and  as  it  has  become  a  mark  of 
intelligence  to  disbelieve  all  that  the  religious  ages  held  sacred,  we  mu.st 
expect  scientific  Philistines  to  parade  their  peculiar  wisdom  as  the  last 
word  of  omniscience.  When  the  materialistic  cycle  has  run  its  course  and 
civilization  has  ended  in  repeating  the  experience  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah, 
we  shall  expect  sober  thinking  to  begin  again.  We  shall  then  learn  what 
the  larger  view  of  the  universe  for  a  spiritual  life  means  and  listen  to  the 
advice  which  experience  has  always  shown  us  in  regard  to  the  value  of  the 
belief  which  may  even  reconcile  man  to  a  life  of  pain  and  suffering.  The 
minister  and  the  moralist  have  to  meet  situations  in  the  lives  of  individuals 
which  no  skeptic  can  soothe.  Stoicism  is  a  very  good  thing  for  the  man 
who  has  a  healthy  digestion  and  all  the  worldly  goods  to  make  him  inde- 
pendent of  nature  and  his  fellows.  But  economic  success  is  neither  a 
security  for  the  truth  of  skepticism  nor  a  substitute  for  the  finer  moral 
qualities  which  keep  the  less  successful  from  a  policy  of  confiscation.  We 
shall  find  as  time  passes  that  the  social  and  political  movements  of  the 
present  age  are  the  logical  consequence  of  its  materialism,  and  that  the- 
correction  of  them  must  come  with  that  larger  view  of  man  and  his  duties, 
which  make  sacrifice  a  virtue  as  well  as  an  interest.  I  believe  that  the 
evidence  for  a  future  life  is  sufficient  to  make  it  the  only  rational  hypothesis 
to  account  for  the  facts,  but  1  do  not  believe  we  have  reached  that  amount 
of  scientific  proof  which  is  necessary  to  make  the  belief  general  in  the 
minds  of  the  intellectual  classes.  The  duty  lies  in  further  investigation, 
until  its  perplexities,  which  are  many,  have  been  removed.  This  is  the 
necessary  step  in  the  establishment  of  a  conviction  that  carries  in  its  flux 
the  destinies  of  the  conjing  ages  in  their  resurrection  from  the  materialism 
of  all  our  present  life.  Jas.    H.   Hyslop. 
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THE  HEREAFTER  OF  THE  "  LOWER"  ANIMALS. 

To  deny  a  life  hei-eafter  for  a  beast, 

And  affiiin  it  for  Humanity, 
Shows  a  lively  lack  of  ]i>>^\c  at  the  least, 

And  a  plenitude  of  vanity. 

All  the  arguments  of  man's  etei'nal  ghost 

Are  the  ditto  for  the  sewer  rat's  ; 
And  though  Heav'n  may  not    have  drains,  'twill  nathless  boast 

That  it  won't  for  that  liave  fewer  rats. 

Does  a  para-dise  for  parasites  exist 

In  menagei'ies  Celestial  1 
Will  an  entozoic  soul  itself  encyst 

In  spirit  erst  iei'i-estrial  1 

Will  the  souls  of  m(^n  and  beasts  that  prowl  by  night 

Lose  their  inter-animosity  ? 
Will  the  spirit  of  the  tape-worm  wing  its  Hight 

To  a  heavenly  sinuosity  ? 

If  the  talents  folk  exhibit  here  below 

Are  continued  when  they  "rise  again," 
Will  the  monkey's  soul  resume  the  status  (juo, 

And  the  birds  be  catchihg  flics  again  I 

If  the  risen  souls  of  men  and  fleas  emplo}' 

Their  correlative  pi'oclivities. 
Will  they  mutually  relish  and  enjoy 

Their  reciprocal  activities  ?  — 77ie  Star. 


Justice  for  AIL 

The  mag-istrate  in  Hung'ary,  g-orgeous  in  a  magnificent  Mag'yar  costume, 
tries  his  criminal  cases  thus.  A  gigantic  gendarme  in  an  immense  cocked 
hat  ushers  in  a  prisoner,  a  plaintiff,  and  a  witness.  The  accused  was 
charg"ed  of  stealing-  the  plaintiff's  g^oose. 

"Well,  sir,"  said  the  mag^istrate  to  the  complainant,  "what  have  }Ou 
to  say  ?  " 

"  Please  your  hig-h  mightiness,  the  prisoner  stole  my  goose." 

The  mag-istrate  turned  to  the  witness. 

"  What  have  you  to  say?  " 

"  Please  your  mig-htiness,  I  saw  the  prisoner  steal  the  g-oose. 

The  mag-istrate  then  delivered  the  sentence. 

"  I  g-Ive  you  a  fortnig^ht  in  prison,"  he  said  to  the  accused,  "  for  stealings 
the  g^oose.  "  To  the  plaintiff  he  said,  "  I  g^ive  you  a  fortnig-ht  in  prison  for  not 
looking^  after  your  g-oose,"  and  turning-  to  the  witness,  "You  shall  have  a 
fortnig-ht  in  prison  for  not  minding-  your  own  business  and  poking  }Our 
nose  into  other  matteis. " 


Bobby  had  early  shown  a  great  interest  in  anatoni}-,  and  always  drank 
in  information  about  the  various  parts  of  the  body  most  eag-erly.  One 
day  he  came  to  his  mother  in  g-reat  perplexity  and  said : 

"Mother,  I  know  where  niy  liver  is,  but  where  is  m\-  bacon?" 


SECULAR    THOUGHT.  445 

Sixth  Edition  of  the 

History  of  the  Christian   Religion 
to  the  Year  200. 

By  C.  B.  WAITE,  A.H. 

Price  $2.50. 

Yielding"  to  the  constant  demand  of  the  public,  the  publishers  have  issued! 
another  edition  of  this  work,  which  is  now  ready  for  delivery.  Some  new: 
and  valuable  matter  has  been  added  to  the  Appendix. 

The  folk^wing  is  a  sample  of  the  mar-  letters  received  calling-  for  a  new 
edition  : 

"5  W.  57th  St.,  New  York,  Feb.   1,  1908. 
"Mr.  C.  B.  Waite,  497  Jackson  Boulevard,  Chicago,  111. 

"  Dear  Sir,- — I  have  tried   to  get   some   copies  of  your  superb   work  oiv 
ihe  first  200  years  of  the  Christian  Religion.      It  does  not  appear  to  be  on 
the  market.    I  have  understood  that  you  were  to  bring  out  another  edition. 
I  would  like  20  copies  of  the  book  whenever  and  wherever  I  can  get  it. 

"The  book  is  a  wonderstudy  of  the  subject,  and  is  a  blow  for  freedom 
and  against  the  oligarchies  of  superstition  such  as  has  not  been  dealt,  to- 
my  knowledge,  in  a  hundred  years.  Such  a  book  should  not  be  permitted 
to  fall  by  the  wayside.  I  fully  believe  large  editions  of  it  would  be  absorbed, 
as  such  a  book  makes  its  own  way,  and  should  in  time  be  talking  to  a  large 
audience.  "  Yours  very  truly,  "  F.  F.  Aver." 

The  work  has  now  been  before  the  public  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury,  and  has  successfully  withstood  all  adverse  criticism,  while  the  notices 
and  review^s  of  a  fa\  orable  character  maybe  counted  by  hundreds,  and 
have  appeared  in  journals  published  in  all  parts  of  America  and  Europe. 

Labor  and  materials  of  all  kinds  having  increased  in  price,  it  has  been 
found  necessary  to  place  the  price  of  this  edition  at  $2.50  per  copy  instead 
of  $2.25. 

IHfe—  Address  all  Orders  : 

C.  M.  ELLIS,    "  Secular  Thought  "  Office, 
185;^  Quuen  St.  West,  Toronto,  Ont. 


Heredity  and  Environment. 

"  No  use  trying  to  explain  things  to  a  woman  ;  she  can't  understand 
scientific  terms  ;   now  here's — " 

"  Oh,  yes,  I  can,  Charles  !  Heredity  is  what  a  man  blames  his  father 
and  mother  for,  and  environment  is  what  he  blames  his  wife  and  children 
for  ! " 
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The  Best 
Yet 


Why  NotSave  $50  a  lear 

uy  learning  how  to  "'  take  care  ot  your- 
self?" You  waste  time,  health  and  wealth 
because  uy  ignorance  you  sutTer  disease 
and  debility,  and  then  you  waste  money 
on  misfit  cure-aHs,  belts,  and  "hypnotic 
science  "  or  •'  absent  treatment  "  fakers. 

Don't  be  foolish  any  more.  Read  up 
and  be  good  to  yourself.  Get  OUR  Pilot 
Book,  steer  a  safe  course,  and  save  cost 
of  repairs.     KNOW  11"  ALL. 

you   hitch   up  to  the 

wrong  girl,  or  you 
3nate  right  and  don't  pull  well  together. 
Then  you  want  divorce,  and  that  "  comes 
high."  Better  look  ahead.  Study  the 
science  of  marriage  and  parentage,  and  have  heirs  you  can  be  proud  of.  This 
•PLAIN  HOME  TALK"  tells  HOW  TO  BE  HAPPY  THOUGH  MARRIED, 
h  is  the  plainest,  latest,  best,  most  complete  and  cheapest  BOOK  ever  published  on 
this  all-important  subject, — the  ripe  fruit  of  forty  veaiV  e.xperience,  by  the  most 
popular  and  snccessful  specialist.  Dr.  E.  B.  FoOTE.  '  1,248  pages,  400  illustrations 
(80  printed  in  colors),  250  recipes,  bound  in  cloth;  worth  $50  to  voii,  and  costs  onlv  $2. 
Address— C.  M.  Ellis,  Printer  and  Publisher,   185X  Queen  .St    W.,  TORONTO,  Ont. 


AGAIN, 


WORKS  BY  COL.  IMGERSOLL.    WORKS  BY  CHAS.  WATTS. 


The  Gods.     Complete  edition.     loc. 
The   New  Christianitv.     Sermon    before 
the  Militant  Church,  Chicago,  April 

12,     1896.        IOC. 

What  Must  We  Do  to  be  Saved  ?       loc. 

About  the  Holy  Bible,  loc. 

The  Foundations  of  Faith,  loc. 

Which  Way  ?  loc.  Individuality,  loc. 

Voltaire,  5c.         Women  of  the  Bible,  5c. 

From  Faith  to  Mental  Freedom,  5c. 

-Abraham  Lincoln,  5c. 

The  Science  of  Theology,  5c. | 

Evolution  of  the  God  Idea,  5c. 

Reply  to  Christmas  Sermon  Critics,  5c. 

Truth,  the  Foundation  of  Progress,  5c. 

On  Suicide,  5c.      Myth  and  Miracle,  5c. 


Short    Texts  in  Faiths 
gions. 
condensed 


and   Reli- 


A 


summary   of    the    chief 


teachings  of  the  world's  greatest  philo- 
sophic and  religious  leaders  of  all  ages. 
liyGen.  Forlong.  Handsomely  printed 
an-d  bound,  price  $1.50. 

Sunday  Observance. 

With^  Reply  to  "  Onlooker,"  of  Brant- 
ford  Expositor  on  "  Superstition  and 
Unbelief."  By  F.  J.  Peel.     5  c. 


The  Teachings  of  Secularism,  red.  to  15c. 

-Secularism  :  Is  It  Founded  on  Reason 
and  Is  It  Sufficient  to  Meet  the  Needs 
of  Mankind .''  Debate  with  the  Editor 
of  the  Halifax  "  Evening  Mail."   15c. 

Tlie  Bible  Up  to  Date.     5c. 

.'Agnosticism  and  Christian  Theism.  5c 

Christianity  and  Civilization.   5c. 

Bible   Morality.      5c. 

Happiness  in  Hell  and  Misery  in  Heaven 

Theological  Presumption.     5c. 

Origin,  Nature,  and  Destiny  of  Man.    5c. 

New  Edition,  paper  25c.,  cloth  50c., 
HISTORY  OF 

The  First  Council  of  Nice. 

A  World's  Christian  Convention,  A.D.325. 

With  a  Life  of  Constantine. 

By  Dean  Dudley. 

Profusely  Illustrated,  cloth,  $1.00, 

Ancient  Paj?an  and 
Modern  Christian  Symbolism. 

By  Thos.  Inman,   M.D. 
Revised    and   enlarged,  with    Essay  on 
Baal  vVorship,  on    the  Assyrian    Sacred 
"  Cirove,"  and  other  allied  Symbols. 
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A  CHRISTMAS  CAROL. 

(New  Style.) 


The  midnight  moon  was  clear, 

The  stars  shone  bright, 
When  he  whom  they  revere 

Was  born  that  night. 
The  "  Virgin's  son  "  was  he, 

A  Roman  soldier's  too  ; 
Hail,  mirth  and  jollity 

The  season  through  ' 

^'  Saint  Joseph  too  was  by, 

To  tend  the  child," 
Not  his  to  ask  the  ivhy, 

So  all-beguiled. 
Were  shepherds  there,  amazed 

Did  sages  bring 
To  that  poor  manger,  dazed. 

Their  offering? 

Say,  did  the  angels  keep 

Melodious  praise? 
Or  did  they  silent,  sleep, 

Nor  carols  raise  ? 
A  mother  o'er  her  babe 

In  gladness  bent, 
To  see  his  infant  face 

She  was  content. 

Freethinker . 


Yet  since  that  night  of  fate, 

Millions  bow  down 
To  worship  him  as  God, 

Yield  him  the  crown. 
Anfl  though  but  only  man. 

Of  doubtful  birth. 
His  are,  the  legend  ran, 

All  heaven  and  earth. 

And  if  he  lived  and  died, 

Nor  rose  again. 
Mankind  unheiped  has  sighed 

Tn  bitter  pain. 
No  angels  sing  above 

The  path  men  tread. 
But  woe  and  want,  not  love, 

Descend  instead. 

So  while  we  sing  anew 

This  Christmas  hymn. 
Be  ours  the  distant  view, 

The  prospect  dim. 
When  Love  shall  rule  the  earth, 

The  ages  when. 
Shall  come  from  any  Birth 

Goodwill  to  men  ! 

Gerald  Grev- 


The  revelations  of  devout  and  learned. 
Who  rose  before  us  and  as  prophets  burned, 
Are  all  but  stories,  which,  awoke  from  sleep, ' 
They  told  their  comrades  and  to  sleep  returned. 

And  that  inverted  bowl  they  call  the  sky, 
Whereunder,  crawling,  coop'd,  we  live  and  die  : 
Lift  not  your  hands  to  it  for  help,  for  it 
As  impotently  moves  as  you  and  I. 

And  fear  not  lest  existence,  clo.sing  yomr 
Account  and  mine,  should  know  the  like  no  more. 
The  Eternal  Saki  from  that  bowl  has  poured 
Millions  of  bubbles  like  us,  and  will  pour. 

The  moving  finger  writes,  and,  having  writ, 
Moves  on  ;  nor  all  your  piety  nor  wit 
Shall  lure  it  back  to  cancel  half  a  line, 
Nor  all  your  tears  wash  out  a  line  of  it. 

— Omar  Khayyam. 
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SPLENDID    PREMIUM    OFFER  ! 

BOUND'     VOLUMES  ok  thk BOUND  VOLUMES 

BLUE  GRASS  BLADE. 

One  year's  issue  complete  and  haiulsomely  bound,  with    the  Name  of  the  Owner  piloted 

on  ontside   of  cover. 

$3.50  Value  $3.50  Value  $3.50 

HOW  YOU  MAY  SECURE  A  COPY. 

Send  fifteen  yearly  ssubscrihers  to  the  BLUE  ORASS  BLADE  for  19C9  in  one  remitti.n 
on  or  before  Deoeml)er  1,  1908,  and  yon  wil)  ieeei\e  a  coj)y  of  this  bound  volume  FREE. 

Blue  Grass  Blade  Subscriptions,  $1.50  per  Year. 
Each  issue  contain  s  a  I'ortrait  and  Biographical  Sketch  of  the  most  active  and  pronii-t 
nent  Freethinkeis  in  America  and  England,  with  a  class  of  Freethought  literature  from 
the  pen  of  the  most  skilled  writers  and  contributors  the  countrj-  ufl'oids.     go  Portraits, 
50  Biographical  SIcetches. 

THE  BLUE  OR  ASS  BLADE  is  now  recognized  as  the  most  aggres.sive  and  up-to-date 
Freethought  weekly  publication  in  America.  It  gives  all  the  Freethought  news  of  the 
day.  Its  regular  contributors  include  the  following  well-known  wiiters  :  Mrs.  Josephine 
K.  Henr^',  Dr.  J.  B.  WUson,  Mrs.  Harriet  M.  Closz,  Judge  Parish  B.  Ladd,  Dr.  T.  J. 
Bowles,  Franklin  H.  Heald,   T.  S.  Oivan,  John  F.  Clarke,  A.  A.  SnoM'.   and  others. 

Address  JAMES  E.  HUOHES,  Lexington,  Ky.         Johk  R.  Charlkswokth,  Editor. 

The   Free   Speech   League 

invites  correspondence,   co-operation,   and  membcrsliip  of  all   who   claim  rights   and 
dare  maintain  them. 

^lOIN  US     HELP  US. 

GET  OUR  LIST  OF  BOOKS. 

READ  THEM -PASS  THEM  ALONG. 
s  by  Ingersoll,  Wakeinan,  Walker,  Schroeder,  Pentecost,  Darrow,  Post 
"Our  Vanishing  Liberty  of  Press"  (five   cents)  ;  and   also  "  Uo 
eech  ?  "  (ten  cents)  and  learn 

^HY  YOU   SHOULD  ACT   WITH  US. 

g"ue  .    .120  Lexing-ton  Avenue,  New  York  City. 


Liberty 
^ind   oth 
Voik^W 


V 


^m^^m.^  ^  ELI  EVE 

^hat    we^H^^«    are   as  important    as 
igs,  Potat^R^3i|d  Pups  ? 
Do  you  Believe    that  we  "  grown-ups," 
and  even  children,  should  know  as  much 
.about  ourselves  as  we  know  about  Fishes, 
Flotvers,  and  Frogs  ? 
'  ^  D?)  you  Believe   in  Better  Progeny— a 
more  elevated  race,  anyway  ? 

If  so,  send  $1.25  for  a  year's  subscription 
to  the  AmericanJournalofEugenics, 
alkl  be  in  the  van  of  human  progress, 
jl, Published  monthly  at  649  So.  Main  St., 
llife  Angeles,  Cal.,  U.  S.  A.  Samples  10 
cents.  Trial  three  months,  willi  pamphlet 
"  Institutional  Marriage,"  30  cts.  stamps. 


GNANODAYA: 

A  Monthly  Magazine  devoted  to  the  Pro- 
pagation of  Aryan  Religion  and  Morality, 
has  been  appreciated  by  many  distin 
guished  gentlemen. 

The  Second  Volume  commenced   with 
an  increased  number  of  pages. 

Annual  subscription,  2  shillings  (50  c), 
including  postage. 


Address — 

Brahmasri  Srinivasa  Bhagavathv 
SWAMV,  founder    Bhakti   Marga    Sabha, 
Bangalore  City,  India. 


THE  BUILDING  OF  THE  BIBLE,  by  F.  J.  Gould,  third  and  revised  edition, 
34  pp.  and  cover,  price  12c.,  is  a  very  handy  little  pamphlet,  and  should  meet  a 
arge  sale. 


\l 


Brown  Bros.  Lm 

B0OKB1N0FRS, 
STATIONERS,  ETC. 

TojJONTO.     -     Cab. 


